
A Little Piece of History in Peoria 

 

 On September 10, the City of Peoria will open Palo Verde Park at Terramar. The 

park will have two shaded playground areas, two picnic shelters, a lighted walking path, 

and an archaeological learning opportunity, the Palo Verde Ruin. 

 

 The Palo Verde Ruin is a an 80-acre habitation village on the New River, that was 

originally occupied during the Santa Cruz phase (A.D. 850-950) as a series of widely 

dispersed farmsteads scattered along the banks of the river.  

 

 During a five-month excavation, artifacts were recovered that indicate the 

residents were integrated into the Hohokam exchange network that moved ceramics, 

marine shells, obsidian, minerals, animal products, and ground stone. Additonally there 

were a number of unusually large storage jars, some filled with burned corn, that suggest 

food storage was an important activity at the site. 

 

 The 20-acre core of the site was donated to the City of Peoria as open space, 

which will allow residents and visitors an opportunity to continue to explore what 

happened to the generations who inhabited the land for just two or three generations. 

 

 I do hope you’ll make plans to attend the ribbon cutting on Sept. 10 to learn more 

about this cultural artifact. The ceremony begins at 8:30 am at 73
rd

 Drive and Briles 

Road. 

 

 In addition to the Palo Verde Park Opening, our Community Services staff is 

planning a number of opportunities to get out and enjoy the cooler weather as we move 

into fall! 

 

 On October 15, the City will host an “Open House” for the new New River Trail. 

The Trail offers 9.5 miles for walkers, joggers, strollers, bicyclists, roller bladers, and 

equestrians. During this event, there will be stations set up all along the route to provide 

information, snacks, and more.  

 

 On November 5, we will honor and thank our Nation’s veterans with a 5K and 

Fitness Walk at Rio Vista Recreation Park. I encourage all citizens to join us in a 

celebration of our country’s freedom by honoring all veterans who have served our 

country. The event will conclude with an awards ceremony and breakfast with me. 

 

 Finally, stay tuned for information regarding our Postivie Action thru Civic 

Engagement (PACE) Conference on November 17, where we will hear from a number of 

dynamic speakers about enhancing our community through civic engagement. 

 

 

  

 

 


