
CHAPTER 14 – MOTOR VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC 
 

Sec. 14-115.  Abandoned vehicles; definitions. 
 
In this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires: 
 

(a) "Abandoned vehicle" means a vehicle, trailer or semitrailer that is of a type subject 
to registration under this title whether lost, stolen, abandoned or otherwise unclaimed and that has 
been abandoned on a public highway, public property or elsewhere in this state, including private 
property. Evidence that a vehicle was left unattended for a period of forty-eight hours within the 
right-of-way of any highway, road, street or other public thoroughfare or for a period of seventy-two 
hours on other public or private property or elsewhere in this state is prima facie evidence of 
abandonment. 
 

(b) “Department” means the Arizona Department of Transportation, Motor Vehicles 
Division. 

 
(c) "Officer" means any police officer or other law enforcement officer or a duly 

appointed police aide or traffic investigator of the City authorized to issue citations for non-moving 
violations. 
 
 (d) "Vehicle registration agency" means the agency or department of any political 
subdivision of the United States or any other nation state that has charge of the records of motor 
vehicle registration in that political subdivision or nation.   
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