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‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From:    
Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2011 7:50 PM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: Redistricting 
 
PLAN 1 OR 4. 
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From:   
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 7:09 PM 
To: Redistricting 
Cc: InetMesquite 
Subject: How do I comment electronically? 
 
To Whom It May Concern,  
  
Thank you for providing all of the Redistricting information online. It is very useful to us busy working 
families that have a tough time making public meetings. Thanks to staff for a nice job! 
  
I would like to comment on Map 3, my preferred choice, but the comment card is not fillable. I will 
include my comments in this email, but if there is another option, please let me know.  
  
Why I prefer Map 3: 
  

• It is very uniform and well suited to handle future growth.   
• The districts are contiguous and respect natural barriers.   
• As the northern portion of the city grows in population, this map will allow an easy transition for 

future redistricting changes.   
• It is a nice fit and will serve this city and its residents well. 

  
By the way, the last three maps, newly added are very disappointing and clearly show how some people 
are trying to protect their seats. That is a lack of vision that this city does not need. 
  
  
Sincerely,  
  

 
 
   



 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Friday, June 03, 2011 3:31 PM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: (no subject)
 
We are in favor of Map # 5.
 



 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 1:50 PM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: districts
 
To whom it may concern,
I was unable to fill out the card online and return it by email.  So please consider 
this as my card and our family chooses concept #1 for redistricting in Peoria.
 
Best regards,



 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Sunday, June 05, 2011 4:14 PM 
To: Wanda Nelson 
Subject: RE: More Redistricting Concept Maps
 
I couldn’t make the comment card work, but I prefer concept 9
 



 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2011 11:40 AM 
To: Wanda Nelson 
Subject: RE: More Redistricting Concept Maps
 
I also like concept 8
 



 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Sunday, June 05, 2011 10:15 AM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: Plans 7, 8, & 9
 

The four members of the City 
Council who voted add three 
additional plans have done a 
horrible thing.  The three new plans 
are an abomination and no self-
respecting person ought to consider 
any of the three.  They should be 
thrown out and the council should 
go back to considering the first six 
only.  If the four persist in forcing 



their way, simply to keep their seats, 
they need to be told that the voters 
will remember what they did when 
they do come up for re-election.



 

 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Sunday, June 05, 2011 8:57 AM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: Redistricting
 
With the addition of 3 new plans, I would like to change my approval on option 1 to 
option 8
 
Thank you
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

From:   
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 12:22 PM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: upset
 
I am very upset at the Council for choosing to change the rules after many people 
already voted for the map they liked. Talk about gerrymandering! I applaud the 
three council members who stuck to their guns.



From:
To: Wanda Nelson; Bob Barrett; Joan Evans; ccarlat@peoriaaz.com; Dave Pearson; Ron Aames; Carlo Leone; 

Tony Rivero; 
cc: Steve Kemp; City Clerk; 
Subject: Re: Additional Redistricting  Public Meeting Added
Date: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 7:16:05 PM

With all due respect...Why would the community want to participate in these meetings, when all the time, 
energy and effort put into considering the first 6 maps, drawn by an independent group, have been thrown out 
the window along with the accompanying city dollars by four council members? I know city staff is holding 
these meetings in good faith, but those who are paying attention to this process we also know that something 
is fishy about  3 more maps being requested by the same four, in the middle of the process, that draw certain 
council members in areas of their choice.   Is it for political gain, some sort of political savings account, 
backroom deals for four, you scratch my back, I'll scratch yours...what's really going on? We all know that the 
four have already picked their map. So again, why should the community attend these meeting when we 
already know their choice is map #8? And the other two maps are just a backup plan.
 
Kudos to Joan Evans for taking the high road and acting in the best interest of the city instead of stooping 
to this self serving political behavior. 
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From:   
Sent: Monday, June 06, 2011 10:55 PM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: Choices and response to the maps for study session/votes
 
Hello:
 
As the meeting time for tomorrow night has been moved to earlier in the 
afternoon, while most of the gainfully employed among us will still be at work, 
I will be unable to attend the meeting at 4 p.m..  However, I am very 
interested in supporting some of the ideas put forward to pursue a more 
equitable redistricting plan.  After reviewing the various options, 1-9, I feel I 
could support the following:
 
Plan 1
Plan 8
 
I would totally be against cutting off discussion on the additional plans 7-9, as 
the Vice Mayor has apparently signaled that she wishes to do, (since we 
constituents must seem really intellectually challenged to her) and since she 
feels we would be confused by the additional choices.  Not so.  Just because 
these have come along late in response to some concerns regarding the 
ultimate effect of partisan gerrymandering of the maps, doesn't mean that the 
good citizens living in Peoria should have fewer choices offered to them; au 
contraire, more choices offered are more opportunities to make the right 



decision.  This map will be lived with for the next decade, and the process 
should not be terminated early or lightly.  Frankly, knowing that she wants to 
kill them just confirms in my mind that there must be something of value here 
to we the people.  They deserve their day in the sun.
 
I respectfully request that my choices be noted and entered into the 
discussion tomorrow, on my behalf, since the council has seen fit to limit 
citizen participation by moving up the meeting time to one which I can not 
realistically make.
 
Sincerely,



From:
To: Wanda Nelson; 
cc: Steve Kemp; City Clerk; Dave Pearson; Ron Aames; Joan Evans; 

Joan Evans; Cathy Carlat; Bob Barrett; Tony Rivero; Carlo Leone; 
Subject: Re: More Redistricting Concept Maps
Date: Sunday, June 05, 2011 10:19:07 AM

Ms. Nelson and Mr. Kemp, 
 
Was the city forced to pay more money for maps 7,8, and 9?  If so, how 
much? Please include city staff time in preparation of the cost, as well 
as research, extra meetings, etc. Also note and  include collateral damage for 
wasted time gathering input from citizens through many community meetings as 
well as other means.  If you do not have an easy exact figure for the cost of the 
extra work, a simple estimate will do.  
 
Changing the process now for the sole purpose of  making where particular 
council members live take priority over maps drawn by an unbiased party is 
damaging to the public's trust of our elected officials and the integrity of the 
process. Since when should reasonable people accept political ambitions  
trumping the best interest of our community?  Where all council members live 
should not be known to those who draw maps and should not be considered by 
the community when providing feedback or by the council who will ultimately 
decide which map best suits our city.   
 
As someone who has participated and watched the redistricting process, I am 
completely disgusted with the selfish positions taken by Mr. Aames and Mr. 
Pearson, which  are apparently supported by the newcomer who appears to lack 
the political courage to make decisions based on what is best for the citizens of 
the City of Peoria.
 
In stark contrast, Joan Evan is a class act! I hope she runs for reelection 
even if redistricting lands her in another district.  Any community would be 
lucky to have her as their selfless representative, which she has proven 
over and over again through her time on the council and in particular in her 
remarks related to this issue.
 

 
P.S.   Allowing where council members currently reside to guide the redistricting 
process should be protested.  Mr. Kemp, please call me at your convenience.  
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From:
To: Natalie Gilstrap; Wanda Nelson; 
cc: Rhonda Geriminsky; Steve Kemp; 
Subject: Re: More Redistricting Concept Maps
Date: Wednesday, June 01, 2011 5:04:03 PM

Why are there 3 additional maps coming out 1 day before Council chooses 
the "final 3"? Many of us have spent considerable time vetting the 6 
existing maps - How is this allowed to happen?  
Thanks 
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From:   
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2011 7:50 AM 
To: Redistricting 
Subject: Vote and Disagree
 
I prefer original plan #5.  I disagree with the Council's split decision to 
add three plans in order to protect the jobs of some current Council 
members.  This is not the purpose of redistricting and we don't owe 
them a job.
 



From:
To: Steve Kemp; City Clerk; Bob Barrett; CathyCarlat@peoriaaz.gov; 

Joan Evans; DavePearson@peoriaaz.gov; Ron Aames; Carlo Leone; 
TonyRivero@peoriaaz.gov; 

Subject: Redistricting Maps
Date: Sunday, June 05, 2011 10:40:28 PM

Upon learning of preliminary census numbers, City of Peoria officials determined 
the need to re-draw district lines to ensure equal populations within each district.

Citizen participation was highly encouraged and specific criterion was provided for 
use in determining appropriate placement of new district lines.  Peoria residents 
took this task to heart and submitted hundreds of maps to the City of Peoria.

When the maps were narrowed down to six, a number of city council members, 
who find themselves residing outside their district boundaries, demanded new 
maps be produced to ensure they maintain residency within their districts. 

This was not part of the criteria established by city officials and their request 
totally circumvents the voice of the people.  You don’t change the criteria after 
the fact because you don’t like the outcome!  For the council members who 
supported the request for additional maps, shame on you.  This is politics as usual.  
You are thinking only of yourselves and not about the people!

I have taken a look at the three new maps which show convoluted district 
boundaries.   One map seems to show Westbrook Village divided in half!  This is 
definitely against the specific criteria that stated neighborhoods of “common 
interest” were not supposed to be separated.  As city staff, how can you even 
justify presenting this map when it goes against the very criteria you established?

Thank you to Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice-Mayor Cathy Carlat and Councilwoman Joan 
Evans.  You not only listened to the will of Peoria residents but stood up for their 
good-faith efforts in following criteria and producing logical district boundaries.  
You have demonstrated the true meaning of “public servant.”

The only maps that should be considered are the 6 maps initially chosen.  These 
maps were the direct result of Peoria residents who considered what is best for all 
Peoria residents and the future of our city.  

Sincerely,
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