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Ttme ‘to‘stop soclal

A s, Councnhhember
Bave_P" "A_rson trashesir . (i

:;--people ought to have a tepresenta--

tive fike themselves, sensmve to- their

- neighborhiood, and’ who can easrly be "
o : mostdauntmgchallengelshowtodevela-' -
op the heart of the city, how tobecome =~

o

 held responsible. "

" *I.know that there is an attempt".
to move the balance of power in this

city. I'm saying it’s the wroag thing to
happen in this city. I’'m saying that we
“need counc’lmembers that represent
‘not che region, not one ‘énolave, but we
- need councilmembers that represent the
length of this ¢ity, and we need to be-

gin by desngnmg dlstrrcts that are more
‘linéar, north and south.........We’ll
“have councnlmembers that ‘won’t just’
be. representmg just north and south,
we’ll have.council members that will -~
be representmg all parts of the city, all.

culturesof'the  city all economic strata,
: 'Pearson said..

' After dismissing gerrynfandenng as

“political rhetoric,” Pearson focused
on “big dlfferences i the new Willow

- District. When he: was on the .council

_ prewously, “there was a bias against
- North Peoria that was unhealthy and

. qnproductIVe, he said.
“I remember thrnkmg that popula-

‘ tion: growth ‘would change this; that it th

‘would change the balance. of | power to
\the nbrth and then we"d get our shiare;

I was wrong ‘to-think that. ‘That-was--.

- “the. wrong the wrong thmg --10 think -
that :

~ e ot

: "‘-_‘l thmk so :
“l ve come to belleve thatfthe great- RUERI

est challenge facmg ‘thls mty is not the e

economy, or Jobcreatlon oréeven protect-' -

in our beautiful natural landscapes. The

one city, not a colléction of parts.
“Too often we identify with a ho-
meowners’ association, or a region of

Peoria. Despite what we say publicly, .
_'"tcounclhnembers look-out for theircon~ -
- stituents first. It’s human- nature, “t’s the

way to get reelected. _
“Just as there i is a dlvrslon on th|s~1

“council, there is a growing divide be-‘ o
fween north and, south Peona - new, - -

d old ‘So;-if humai #ature is at play
re, how do we help the heart Of the

‘comnion mind. ‘Oné¢ -way is to design
district boundaries that cross the divide .
- both hterally and: ﬁguratwely crossmg o
'the divide” - e
He goes on o' pralse the self-Serv-' L
mg city redrstnctmg map’ “that keeps, :
“most incumbents intact as one-that is =
“imperfect, but bégins:toform council

districts that cross geographical and
cultural_boundaries and ‘stands for a - 4
better chance of playmg to the heart of

Tlme~to
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The contentious debate
over council district bound-
aries is all over but the
shouting. It remains to be
seen whether the final map
approved in a 4-3 split vote
will weather the DOJ review
process. 5

But council district bound-

.aries are not the only lines
that will change for the next
10 years. There are state

legislative district boundaries
and Maricopa County Super-
visors’ district boundaries.

ComMmENTARY
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Turn your attention now to state legislative redistricting |

Boundaries have to change.

" 1t’s the law. Every 10 years,

regardless of your personal
feelings, the Census Bureau
counts heads and boundaries
change across the country.
No getting around it, the-

_‘county, state and federal

redistricting process will
affect a few neighborhoods
and it could be yours. It is a
laborious process, one that
few people find interest-

ing unless they are into the
numbers game, or the politics

associated with redistricting.
Some people follow it so
closely they can name all of
the members of the Arizona
Redistricting Commission.
Those individuals are the
ones who will decide which
areas state legislators will
represent.

Arizona Redistricting
Commission members are:
Chair Colleen Mathis, In-
dependent of Pima County;

- Linda McNulty, Democrat of

Pima County; Jose Herrera,

Democrat of Maricopa Coun-
ty; Scott Freeman, Republi-
can of Maricopa County; and
Richard Stertz, Republican of
Pima County.

Do you live in District 4?
9? If you live in Peoria, one
of those districts could affect
your representation. The Ari-
zona Redistricting Commis-
sion will decide where your
legislative district boundaries
will be. So, it behooves each

_of us who live in this state to

pay close attention to where

those district lines meander.

If you wish to learn more
about the state legislative
redistricting process, visit
www.azredistricting.org.
There you will find biogra-
phies of redistricting com-
mission members.

Pay close attention to what
is happening in your own
back yard. You may be happy
with the way things are.

Fine. But, remember, the
lines will change. Be ready
for change.

|
|



Council meetings quite
a show these days

I moved to Peoria when the ppﬁulation
was approximately 40,000 people. Since
that time, everyone knows there has in
fact been significant growth to the north.
That’s where the vacant land happens to
be. - :

However, that does not necessarily
indicate there is a distinct split in our city,
unless, you are a few of our politicians.
Last time I looked, there are no north or
south Peoria resident sections at our sta-

dium. Norare there any signs at the Peoria’

Performing Arts Center or Rio Vista Park,
or our restaurants on Bell and 83rd Avenue
that segregate north Peoria citizens from
south Peoria citizens. :

At the events in the city that I have at-
tended, no one is required to wear badges

that identify you as a northeiner or south-
erner. Peorians get along just fine. Old
Town has gotten some nice facelifts over
the years. As a matter of fact, Old Town is
looking pretty good these days.

This whole redistricting issue has
magnified how some of our politicians
continue to think there is this great divide
among north and south Peoria. Quit mak-
ing such a big deal of this so-called split.
It doesn’t exist.

The only split we have in Peoria is our
city council. From what I have watched
on channel 11, it’s a good thing the staff
is competent because for now, from what
I’ve seen, four clowns seem to be in charge
of the circus. I would like to recommend

‘that more Peorians watch Channel 11 once

in @ while. There is quite a show going on
these days. : :
' ’ Wilma Mamich

7151/
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New districts crafted by ego

Self-preservation dictated what happened with redis-
tricting in Peoria. Several residents made it clear this
wasn't the end of the issue when election comes around.

OPINIONS, PAGE 18

OUR VIEW :
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Peoria districts crafted by ego, self-interest

ne by one Peoria residents ap-

proached the City Council on

Tuesday night to plead for their
representatives to do what is in the best
interest of the city when choosing a new
district map. .

“Ask yourself is it ethical?”

“I'm appealing to your sense of honor
to do the right thing.”

“Regain your moral compass.”

“Your actions have awakened a silent
majority.”

Their appeals were all for naught as
the council on a 4-3 vote selected a map
that left all of the elected officials in
their district by ripping apart communi-

- ties.

“This is politics, American style,”
Councilman Dave Pearson said.

Actually, it’s politics Peoria style of
late. A solidly divided council has

emerged in recent months over city is-
sues from the budget, to paying an obli-
gation on Northern Parkway and, most
recently, on redistricting.

Pearson, Ron Aames, Carlo Leone and
newcomer Tony Rivero made it abun-
dantly clear that they knew what was
better for the citizens of Peoria than
those who elected them. Instead of com-
pact districts that represent communi-
ties with similar interests, the slate
chose a jigsaw-puzzle map that has the
Willow District stretching from east to
west across Peoria, then looping from
north to south.

“It’s an insult to people’s common
sense,” Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat said.

What’s more insulting is how Pearson
dismissed citizens’ concerns and public
outcry as “political rhetoric.”

He said he favored the loop-the-loop

version because it forced Councilwoman
Joan Evans to represent constituents
from both the north and south portions
of the city, bridging the growing divide
between the regions. If that were the
case, there were other maps that
bridged that gap in more than one dis-
trict. ’

But the problem with a better, practi-

.cal solution is that some council mem-

bers wouldn’t be able to retain their
seats. That just wasn’t acceptable to
those in the majority bloc who saw their
political futures in doubt.

Ego and self-preservation fueled what
happened with redistricting in Peoria.
But several residents made it clear that
Tuesday’s council vote wasn’t the end of
the issue. They will have their say when
they get the opportunity at the ballot
box.
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It was a‘hard- foukhl
victory for four. -council- -

‘members; a.4-3 yote for

Redlstrichng Map 8, with
4 fow tweaks by. Councxl
mémber Ron Aames. The -
Palo Verde District coun-

. cilmember _had lequested
“extra redistricting maps to
specifically keep, incum-~
bents within their existing
council districts, and that
is what was approved at
Tu&cday s councxl meet-
ing.

There were objections
to Map 8 from several
members- of- the public,
many -of whom; voiced ™
-their displeasure with the
catire process. Map 8 did-
have xts proponents how-
ever. ’

Pamela Potter sald she
still liked Map 8 hecause
it brings Willow District’

. north and keeps Councils
member Joan Evans. Pot.
ter said shic did fot think:

in ﬂtesamedlsmd‘
Potter said she did
pot’ wnntto see what she

revxewmg all the mmps,

$aid he also believed Map -

-8 was better than the oth-
ers.
Asother rcs:dent was

not $0 accepting of Map 8.
Hetold those councilmem-

bers who support Map 8
‘that when they came up
-for reclection, “we’re go-
ing to remind you.” He
it M@ 8 pp
that, although what they
were doing was legally

right, they would be re- -

. minded that they went out
and asked-for the public’s
" opinion, then decided it
did not matter,

"Onerésident whowami-:

“ed to see council adopt
Map- I, registered disap-

pomﬁnen!mtheledxstmt .
ing process, sayirig “people

led “ “a good council:

dlsn‘xp )
Helmutb Hack aﬁer

Mesqulte Council District
District

spoke out,” professionals
were paid to draw up the
maps, and then certain
councilmembers did not

tﬁw@naﬂmmm

ct resident Chris Williams talk in the lobby
followlng a4-3 counclt vote for Redistricting Map 8,

N 5 S e

r 'red lsncts

“itwas a- good idea to put
- €Xisting councnlmemb_ers'.

resident Jeanette Dubrell and lronwgod Council
of City Councul Chariibers

like what they saw, and
what they subsequently’
did was “ludicrous.” He
gﬂ_l}s_gﬂggvcd certain

Photo by Caroiyn Dryer

. Dick .Fcyrer drcw an “out
of order” scolding frorn
Mayor Bob Bamett wher -
tie began his allofted three -
minutes of time- with a
statement aimed at Coun- .

. cilmember Tony Rivero.~

Feyrer suggested Rivero

- -mnight want to excuse him-

sclf to go to the bathroom -
to avoid bavmg to votc on
the map. Feym has made -

" his opinion clear about . -

his opposition to Map 8 in -
other public meetings.
Ironwood District resi-

. dent Christian' Williams

noted the city's 42-percent -

“ growth in the last 10 years,

and told council he hoped .
the cilizeng of Peoria wake
up and “recall.” :
~Pato Verde District resi- *
dent Bill Bercu made no
statement about which map
“he’ preferred, but did pres-,

- ent a PowerPoint graphic

- -f«'*:-:{ **that atked the question,

members of coum:ll “have .
ignored thc voxm of the

people.”
Venlana Lnkes mxdem

““Why fs there sipport for
Map 17" Would it open

 Mose MAP ow A2



MAP: Scathing session,; i =

Willow District for a new councilmem- °

ber? Would there be a sudden elecnon_

in Palo Verde? LT

Ventana Lakes re51dqnt Joe McCord :

reiterated his dislike of Map 8, saying,

“It rips a whole district (Willow) to ~

shreds.” He addressed Councnlmembers
Dave Pearson; Carlo’ Leone Aames
and Rivero, asking them to act wnth

‘the right thing,in this case, Map ~l not'
Map 8.

came to the podium and said she was
not going to say anything councilmem-
bers had not already heard. But, she
told a story of atténding an event in
the East Valley, where a comment was
made about the redistricting discussions

taking place in Peona, and’ she was .-
“ashamed” -

: Davnd Bvans, ‘who is niamed to
Councﬂfngmber Joan Evans, read a
letter from a resident in Willow Coun-

cil District, who was displeased with -

Aames and Map 8. There was one
statement in the letter, which Aames
asked the mayor to rule out of order,
but Barrett allowed Evans to contmue
reading. .

After all public comments were
heard, Rivero made the motion to adopt
Map 8, while Leone seconded.

A lively discussion followed, af
which time, Rivero explained-that when
he came on. council, the iedistnctmg

process had already been in progress
with the hiring of the National De-

mographics Corporationi to draw up
maps. At his meeting with city staff,
Rivero said he was told the maps could

not keep incumbents in their existing

districts. . .

Aames called the argument bogus .

that council chose to ignore public
comments. He said there were few
citizens at the redistricting mectings he
attended, and that “some citizens now
‘say they didn’t want to see more maps.”
Aamcs mentioncd the possible political
agendas of certain public speakers, at
which time, the mayor told him he was
out of order.

Evans said she knew she was “cer-
tainly at risk,” but in the best interests

of the city, she wanted compactness, -

“keep neighborhoods together.” She
atfempted to amend the vote on Map

8 with a motion to move 62 homies.-

.and two farms south of Skunk Creek

(mcludlng her own residence) i into Palo

 Verde sttnct buther motion dxed for

lack ofa second e
Aa.mes nesponded.to Evans remarks,
saying, * “We cana]l draw a circle around

_our own’ home.”
To which, Evans replled, “Yes, that ’s
3 wl_lathappeped," suggesting that is. what

Aames has‘done with his incumbency

-, stand for Map 8.
a sense of honor and‘dlgmty, and “do

Peaxson began - hns defense of Map

-8 wnh a historical perspective, begin-
- *.ning with his first term on council in the
Rachelle Barrett, the ma.yor 3 w1fe,‘ ‘

1990s (He served on the council, but ran
for mayor in 1997 and was defeated by
John Keegan) When he was on council,
Pearson said, he could not get anybody
to help him with anything.

Pearson said that just as there is
a division on the council, there is a’
division in the city, north vs. south,
He $aid Map 8" cms,sqs“cultural and
geographic | boundanes ‘We need coun-

- cilmembers who represent the length

of the city. oo .
. Although the lmear Willow District
on Map 8 looks “jagged and ragged,”
Pearson said, it represents all areas of
the city.
Vice Mayor and Mesquite District -

'Councﬂmembel_' Cathy Carlat pulled
" no punchegs. -

“One of these maps, Map 8, shouldn’t

. exist,” she said. “Everybody can sée,
-when you look at it, Map 8 is gerry-

mandered. It is an insult to people’s
common sense.”
. Carlat said Willow District, as drawn,

. ‘has no commonality, and that council
needs to look ata map that makes com-

mor sense for the next decade.

- Leone said Map 8 keeps ‘Evans in
her district. . .- .

" “It may not be much of a dlstnct,
but it keeps her people in her district,”
Leone said. “If Joan doesn’t want to go
to Ventana Lakes, that’s her problem.”
Leone mentioned the people he .
would be losing from his district and the
area he will be gaining, calling it “a new
adventure.”. He also said McCord (Joe
McCord, who livés‘in. Ventana Lakes)
“wants to.run in Willow District.” The
ayor stopped Leone at this point,
and was also told not to attack Evans,
either. ‘
Evans said, “I just.want to make it
clcar ‘whatever district I am in; I will

_run again — [ have a lot of signs left. I

want what is best for Peoria.”
Reach the reporter at-cdryer@star-

nmes com or 623 847 4604.
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It is almost over. At least:
until the U.S. Department of
Justice reviews it. '

Map 8 was the final
choice in a 4-3 decision this
past Tuesday as Peoria City
Council concluded its redis-
tricting process.

There has been a lot of
head-butting during the dis-
cussions over the past few
weeks. It became extremely
contentious during the last
two council discussions, to
the point that Mayor Bob
Barrett had to calm down
two members of the public
and two members of city
.council.

As one resident observed
in the council chamber

N
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Councilmembers should represent all of Peoria

lobby following the vote,
such contentious behavior is
not good for the city.

Yet, it is that kind of be-

“havior that allows the public
to see within the minds and

hearts of their elected of-
ficials. Passion is a wonder-

~ ful trait when it is aimed at

good-hearted, well-meaning
goals. However, passion
can be a mighty destructive
force when used to attain

personal power.

Egos drive many elected
officials, from the small-
est school governing board

to the office of the U.S.

President. Without egos, we
would not be the democratic
society we so proudly hold

up as an example for the rest
of the world to envy.

But, Peoria is just one
of thousands of small mu-
nicipalities throughout our
country and one of hundreds
in Arizona. All are going

- through the same redistrict-

ing process because the law
requires it. Not all are facing
the same challenges, how-
ever.

With a 42-percent growth
factor in the last 10 years,
Peoria is one of a handful of
cities and towns in our state
that must contend with mov-
ing boundaries far beyond -
the normal two or three -
blocks here and there.

The problem in Peoria lies

with how certain council-
members perceive their du-
ties and obligations as public
servants. Let us explain. The

.council seat is not yours; it
- belongs to the citizens of

Peoria. You do not own the
area within your council
district boundaries. It is part
of the larger area known as
Peoria. You represent not
just the people who live
within your council district;
it is your duty and obligation
to represent all of the people
who live in Peoria.

It is good that you enjoy
representing your neighbors,

‘Joe and Jim and John, who

live across the street. But,
there is Zelda, Marie and

Joanne 20 miles away, who
also rely on your wise re-

view of council issues. And
it doesn’t take a gerryman-

_dered redistricting map to do

that job.

True, each councilmem-
ber has to follow their
conscience and vote ac-
cordingly. But, this is not a

_council of one; it is a council

of many, all of whom serve

.each and every citizen who

lives in Peoria. The main
thing to remember is you
serve all, even those who

rub you the wrong way. You *

elected to run for office, and
with all the heat being gen-
erated lately, you’d better
learn how to stay cool.



| None,of u.s""ijp'e.d_f'.

up and down” =

Recently, Pamela Porter and Ron Jones -

" cach had letters published about Peoria’s

‘)

5’

redistricting.  Porter’s long letter sug-
gcstcd that Joan Evans had some other

rcason for wanting Plan I than that it -
, offers the most compact, representatlve'
! districts. Iassure everyone that Joan has

- been completely honest and transparent

. through this entire process. She does not
She
has consistently wanted what’s best for.

~have. any sccret plans or agenda..

-the city. She believed from the start that

compact districts are extremely 1mportant .

for the next 10 years.

Jones letter refers to the “handful of-

© crazies jumping up: and -down over the

thrce new maps.” Here are. soime of the
-.morc ‘than 40 cmzens who spoke out

- against Plan 8, one of the “three new™ ~
© maps,” durmg the June 16 council study -

_ session or.in pubhc hearings (hopefully,

\
|
i’
l

l :

i all spelled correctly):

- Eva Osuna, longtlme commumty-
" leader ‘

Joc Pfcrff longtlmc commumty lead-
er

» United Parent. Council ~

Steve Poc, formcr Peoria Crty Coun-

cilman

Joe McCord, Pcona School Board'

Member

Kathy Knccht, Pcorna School Board
' Member

‘Jan erson Cofounder of the Peona s

Fred Olson, Dentlst
" Dick Feyrer, retired newspaper edrtor

from Wlsconsm

- Armando Macias, Teacher -

- Jeanette Dubreil, Republican Party
Congressmnal District 4 Chair

Dick Terbush, former school dlStrlCt
supermtendent o

Karen Garbe =~

Christian Williams -

Lynda and Tom Reithman

_During the study séssion,’ I pointed
out that Plan 1 keeps a higher percentage -
“of Councilmember Ron Aames’ present

constltuents in his dlstnct than Plan 8,

Counc:l host/llty,
conﬂ/cts of-interest at
- City Hall -

‘ B\emg at the July 5 C1ty of Peo"ri'av

- council meeting, I can'say that it is sad
the lack of leadership within the:city, and -
how ugly the,petty bickering that goes .
on among elected ofﬁcxals and citizens ~

that attend. s
> The ncw maj onty was. drsenfranchrsed

‘by the old majority, and it was the old -+ - . _
| be_lreve Dave Pearson kicked off -
_his campaign for mayor Tuesday- night,

opénly supporting a 10-year redistricting

majority. that-has set the current tone of - -
hostility. The old majority seems to have
their followers that always show up and

_direct functions in committees (at least it
* sccems that way; their ideas are not in the
- best interest of all citizens.

. For redistricting measures, Arizona

— Levers o THe EDITOR -5

citizens should adopt the recently passed
proposition in' California, stripping gov-

* ernment from drawing the lines or even -
" being involved. I also- suggest that citi-:
zens demand the departure-of a non-profit *

group called International City/County
.Management Association (ICMA) and its

“local chapters from consultmg and grvmg '

gurdance to city staff.
-In one book published by ICMA, they

are proud of the ways. cities can raise

thé minority. The thinking is that théy will

‘be weak in ﬁghtmg ordinances dlrected ’

atthem. : :
1-also suggest ! that because the c1ty
manager is a_b,oalrd.membe_r of this group

1f he resigned.

I also suggest that cmzens would be -
 better off w1thout the current c1ty at- :
torney. -, Lo '

' Helm‘uth Hack .

'IA’:’earSo‘h‘ Whata

way to start mayoral |

- campaign

plan which can only be characterized asa

radical experiment iri the social engmeer—

ing of council districts.
I—Ie boasted that the new districts w1ll

PR N

contain not the tradltronal communahty

of interest, allowmg voters to be repre- -

sented by a neighbor they can count on.

Rather, he supported- the mo_nstros.lty.

adopted. at his urging;’4-3, Standing.that
traditional value on its head. .
- Now; gerrymandered drstrrcts in

whlch avariety of different types of folks’

are deliberately thrown together regard-

less of prox1m1ty, are to be lauded. What?

-'What’s next, quotas" Gerrymandermg has
revenue-at the expense of mdrvnduals in.

become the néw normal for Peoria? -
- Pearson expressed a concern about

~what mrght happen to downtown if the
~.-new population in the crty s northern re--
‘gions were allowed to have the pohtrcal _

. power théir numbers suggest. Instead,
that there is a conflict of interest and

would be in the best interest of the people '

the new plan is to split that vote by creat-

‘ing vertrcal north- south districts, while-

- preserving federally mandated mlnonty .
-votmg power. - )

‘Thisisa double-barreled travesty as'it

'not only preserves a status -quo mmdset,'

by rigging' the maps to preserve ‘all the-

* incumbents - except anew -white woman,

_ but also rewrites: the rules to. prevent
residents of new developments from'
becoming too pohtlcally uppity, overly ;

- inflyential or change-oriented. : -

Everything’s just fine the way it is, of .

course, in the paradise of Peoria, which-

full citizenship for residents there: This

_is unbelievable. And Pearson wants to
~ become mayor? What a way to start..

“wants the tax revenue from new develop-
‘ment in the north but not at the price of

Dick Feyrer "
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Peoria selects redistricting
map that preserves |
incumbents

by Sonu Munshi - Jul. 6, 2011 04:45 PM
The Arizona Republic '

A divided Peoria City Council on Tuesday
selected a redistricting map that preserves
all incumbents.

Councilmen Ron Aames, Carlo Leone, Dave
Pearson and Tony Rivero voted for the map,
identified as Map 8, instead of one that was
among the first six presented to the public,

1 which had not taken incumbency into

account.

The vote came after 90 minutes of debate
and weeks of meetings that had tumed testy
as council members and residents disagreed
over whether the council should have added
the map that preserved all incumbents later
in the process.

Map 8 now will be sent to the U.S.
Department of Justice for final approyal.

If approved, new council district boundaries
will be in place for the 2012 election. Races
in three districts, Ironwood, Mesquite and
Willow, will be on the ballot.

Redistricting is done after each census to
adjust for growth and ensure equal
‘representation, while maintaining a minority
district population and keeping communities
of interest, such as large neighborhoods like
Westbrook Village, together in one district.

Peoria's redistricting process sparked
controversy more than a month ago after

the same split majority asked for three new
maps that would preserve all incumbents.
Each of the initial six maps would have
drawn a council member out of his or her
district. '

Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat
and Councilwoman Joan Evans opposed the
introduction of the additional maps and on
Tuesday voted against Map 8.

A few residents at Tuesday's meeting spoke
in favor of Map 8, but more criticized it as
not representing the choice of most
residents. Several residents raised the
specter of a recall against those council
members voting for it.

The council majority voting for Map 8 did
offer one thing that residents sought, an
explanation.

Rivero said that when he joined the council
in January, he had asked staff whether the
council could be kept intact while meeting all
federal guidelines. He said he was told no.

Rivero said that after the revised request for
three new maps, the consultants was able to
draw maps that met federal guidelines but
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did not pit one councilmember against Map 8 ensures geographical and cultural

another. diversity. Pearson said there is an attempt to
move the "balance of power" north, but Map

Rivero said the controversy erupted because 8 ensures council members don't represent

the new maps were injected later in the just one enclave.

public process. But, he said, "Map Number 8

should have been part of the original Aames, who pushed for the new maps, said it

recommendations to the council." was "a bogus argument” that the council had

: ignored public input. Aames said he also

The biggest change under Map 8 is to the heard from residents who wanted their

Willow District, which currently is in south- council member preserved.

central Peoria from Olive Avenue to Union

Hills Drive. Under Map 1, the district would "The point is while some citizens say it's

have moved farther north. However, under outrageous, others wanted to see more

the chosen map, the district will begin near maps," Aames said. "This wasn't the 11th

Greenway Road and extend vertically to hour, this was the next iteration.”

Happy Valley Road. The district will not be

fully contiguous. Aames said if he were drawn into another
district, he would represent those who didn't

The vice mayor criticized Willow's proposed vote for him for a longer period as he has

-boundaries, saying it would dramatically 3 1/2 years left on his term.

alter the district Evans represents. "Everyone ¢

an see Map 8 is gerrymandered. If'san Resident Pamela Potter spoke in favor of Map

insult to people's common sense," Carlat 8, said Peoria has "a really good city council

said.Leone said Map 8 keeps Evans in her and | don't want that disrupted.”

district, no matter how it's shaped.
: Helmuth Hack said he liked that map because
He said the redistricting process also would it preserves voters' recent choice of

bring new constituents into his district, but representation, in reference to last year's
he doesn't have a problem with it. "To me it's council elections.

a new adventure,” Leone said.

Advertisement

Pearson said the redistricting issue has been )
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Willow, he acknowledged, doesn't look as
"pretty” in Map 8, but he said he didn't see
why contiguity needed to be a factor. He said
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But resident Gene Sweeney, a Peoria Planning
and Zoning Commission member, urged
council to approve Map 1 to regain its "moral
compass.”

Several residents cautioned council
members they would face consequences for
not taking into account the will of the people
and putting self-preservation over what they
said was good for the city as a whole.

A Westbrook Village representative said he
would have been satisfied with either map as
both kept his large retirement community in
'one-district. He said he hoped the council
could "come together" once the redistricting
process is complete.
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Aames: Another shameful editorial on redistricting

click to enlarge

75/

Regarding the editorial "Peoria's redistricting maps disregard the public's input” (Peoria Republic, Opinions,
Saturday):

It was misleading for the The Republic's editorial board to report that members of the Peoria City Council
disregarded public input when they considered additional redistricting maps.

On May 11 and 12, the initial six redistricting maps were available for preview at three locations in the city.
Small numbers of residents went to these locations to review these maps. About eight residents attended the
preview held in the Pine Room at City Hall, while about 12 attended the preview held at Lighthouse Church on
83rd Avenue. '

The residents I talked to at those meetings were not sure which map they preferred and some of them said they’
wanted to see maps that kept their council member in their district. Also, other citizens who looked at the maps
on the Peoria website told me they wanted to see maps that kept all council members in their district.

The point is that while a few citizens now say they didn't want to see additional maps, others wanted to see
more maps. In fact, the council was being responsive to citizen input by requesting additional maps, not
disregarding input, as the editorial stated.

Also, it is the council's responsibility to consider different maps under different criteria, not bury our heads in
the sand and say we can't consider other maps. What if we always said the first thing we see is it, with no
consideration of other options? That would not be good for the city.

The May 11 and May 12 meetings also were the first time council members had a chance to review the initial
maps. It wasn't the 11th hour, as the editorial claims. Soon after, a majority of the council asked for additional
maps for preview at the next public input meetings on June 14 and 15. '

It is shameful that the editorial board makes these arguments. It may think it is good for selling newspapers, but
the real result is that citizens come to distrust its opinions. I certainly do.
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Peoria's redistricting maps disregard the public's input 7_5 / - //
Our View: The Arizona Republic editorial board, West Valley

Peoria's City Council will decide Tuesday on political jurisdictions for the future. It may also decide the pohtxcal
fate of its council members.

Residents have vowed legal challenges and tough re-election battles for incumbents if they support a
redistricting map that preserves incumbency. They maintain the council ignored the clear preference of
residents by excluding that choice from final consideration.

Two maps will be considered: Map 1, which would draw Councilwoman Joan Evans out of Willow District
and into Councilman Ron Aames' Palo Verde District; and Map 8, which leaves all representatives in their
districts but is-a mess to look at. :

The majority of the council muddied the redistricting process by insisting that incumbency be considered at
the 11th hour. Peoria historically has not considered incumbency when redrawing its district maps but dxd S0
this time, late in the game, because of Aames' insistence that the council was misled.

Aames maintains the additional maps did not disenfranchise anyone. In the first six maps, he said, a council
member would be drawn into a district where residents had not voted for him or her.

That's true, but when it happened in the past, residents handled the shift.

Aames also rejected arguments that residents preferred another map, which wasn't included in the final
- options. He said the council only collects feedback on the maps, and they're not votes.

‘They may not be votes, but they certainly shouldn't be dismissed out of hand. Those willing to take the time to -
engage civically should not have their opinions disregarded. .

Aames and other council supporters of the incumbency map need to realize that it's a slap in the face to put
their interests above those who elected you to serve theirs.

Friday, July 1, 2011 at 12:28 PM



Bring civility
to civic duty

Why has the Pcoria redistricting process
become so acrimonious? Why are citizens
accusing council members of putting their
- own priorities ahecad of those of the city,
and talking of gerrymandering? And, I
would ask, which council members are
really doing that?

The city attorney was mistaken when he
informed council and residents that where
current council members live could not be
taken into account in redistricting- in fact
most cities strive to maintain incumbents
in their districts to avoid just what is hap-
pening now in Peoria. Six maps were
initially'drawn- before residents could
give valid input that used the census data.
I wrote to Mayor Barrett that I felt these
were invalid, as the process required citi-
zen input. His emailed reply was “I agree
with you completely.” Yet, he continues to

admonish Dr. Ron Aames for asking that -

three new maps be drawn, maps which,
legally, kept incumbents in their district,
and which were drawn after residents had
a chance to give input. Citizens complain
about an excessive amount of money being

spent to do this. In fact, the new maps cost
about $3000, compared to $60,000 for the
original six. One of these new maps, # 8,
1s now a finalist, and leaves the council
members in their districts. The other,
Map 1, puts councilwoman Evans into Dr.
Aames’ district. )

Mrs. Evans remarked to me at the first
redistricting meeting that she did not want
to be taken out of her district, but now she
is in favor of it, and supports Map 1. What
is her motive? Dr Aames has more than
3 years left on his term, and has been an
excellent council member. If Map 1 suc-
ceeds, is there a plan to force an election
between Dr. Aames and Mrs. Evans next
fall? If so, that would be real gerryman-
dering. Is another citizen calling Map 8
an “abomination” so that he can run for
office in the district that would be vacated
by Mrs. Evans if Map 1 is chosen?

Many citizens were adamant in their
criticism of certain city council members
over the past few weeks. Certainly, this
process has not been handled as well as it
should have been. Peoria is not an easy
city to map, with many odd natural and
artificial boundaries. The city attorney
initially provided incorrect information,

LerTers 1o The Enimon
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making it more difficult. The process
should have attempted to maintain coun-
cil members in at least a portion of the
district where they were elected, rather
than forcing them into districts where they
would have to run against each other. If
they choose to step down to serve the city
in other ways, as Mrs. Evans claims she
wishes to do, it should be by choice, not by
force. A citizen at Tuesday’s council meet-
ing suggested there would be a lawsuit
against the city if Map 8 is selected; this
form of blackmail should not be tolerated.

All of the concepts drawn up by the con- -

sultants meet legal and federal guidelines,
even if the first six did not meet the criteria
of taking into account sufficient citizen
input. The districts must move north, and
it makes sense for Ironwood and Willow
to movetogether vertically, as growth will
probably continue to move these areas
north in the future.

Task the citizens of Peoria to attend the
July 5th council meeting and to not let a
small number of citizens with a political

agenda hijack this process. We have a very
" well run city, so please encourage the city

council to make a choice that leaves the

council members able to represent their -

constituents and to run again in their same
districts if they wish to.
Pamela Potter

It's not personal;
. it’s political

-Let’s get real. This latest riff between
the mayor and four councilmembers may
have less to do about the flap over redis-
tricting than over who has the power at
City Hall and the next mayoral race.

Ever since Vicki Hunt was disqualified \
from a re-election run, and newly elected
Tony Rivero became an “independent”
councilmember, this council has more
5-2 or 4-3 votes opposed to the mayor’s
wishes than I can remember.

Dating back to Mayor (John) Keegan’s
term (eight years) and Mayor Bob
Barrett’s term (five years) so far, never
has the mayor had less control over city
issues. This is refreshing from a citizen’s
point of view. .

To the handful of crazies Jumping up -
and down over the three new maps, if
you would stop jumping, you could read
between the lines.

Ron Jones
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Bring Civility to Civic Duty
Pamela Potter | Posted: Thursday, June 30, 2011 8:30 pm

Why has the Peoria redistricting process become so acrimonious? Why are citizens accusing
council members of putting their own priorities ahead of those of the city, and talking of
gerrymandering? And, I would ask, which council members are really doing that?

The city attorney was mistaken when he informed council and residents that where current council
members live could not be taken into account in redistricting- in fact most cities strive to maintain
* incumbents in their districts to avoid just what is happening now in Peoria. Six maps were initially
drawn- before residents could give valid input that used the census data. I wrote to Mayor Barrett
that I felt these were invalid, as the process required citizen input. His emailed reply was "I agree
with you completely." Yet, he continues to admonish Dr. Ron Aames for asking that three new
maps be drawn, maps which, legally, kept incumbents in their district, and which were drawn after
residents had a chance to give input. Citizens complain about an excessive amount of money
being spent to do this. In fact, the new maps cost about $3000, compared to $60,000 for the
original six. One of these new maps, # 8, is now a finalist, and leaves the council members in their
districts. The other, Map 1, puts councilwoman Evans into Dr. Aames' district.

- Mirs. Evans remarked to me at the first redistricting meeting that she did not want to be taken out
of her district, but now she is in favor of it, and supports Map 1. What is her motive? Dr Aames
has more than 3 years left on his term, and has been an excellent council member. If Map 1
succeeds, is there a plan to force an election between Dr. Aames and Mrs. Evans next fall? If so,
that would be real gerrymandering. Is another citizen calling Map 8 an "abomination" so that he
can run for office in the district that would be vacated by Mrs. Evans if Map 1 is chosen?

Many citizens were adamant in their criticism of certain city council members over the past few
weeks. Certainly, this process has not been handled as well as it should have been. Peoria is not an
-easy city to map, with many odd natural and artificial boundaries. The city attorney initially
provided incorrect information, making it more difficult. The process should have attempted to
maintain council members in at least a portion of the district where they were elected, rather than
forcing them into districts where they would have to run against each other. If they choose to step
down to serve the city in other ways, as Mrs. Evans claims she wishes to do, it should be by
choice, not by force. A citizen at Tuesday's council meeting suggested there would be a lawsuit
against the city if Map 8 is selected; this form of blackmail should not be tolerated. All of the
concepts drawn ﬁp by the consultants meet legal and federal guidelines, even if the first six did not
meet the criteria of taking into account sufficient citizen input. The districts must move north, and
it makes sense for Ironwood and Willow to move together vertically, as growth will probably
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continue to move these areas north in the future.

I ask the citizens of Peoria to attend the July Sth council meeting and to not let a small number of
citizens with a political agenda liijack this process. We have a very well run city, so please
encourage the city council to make a choice that leaves the council members able to represent
their constituents and to run _agaih in their same districts if they wish to.

Pamela Potter

http://www.peqriati’mes.com/opinion/letters_to_the-_editor/érticle_a734d866;a28b-l 1€0-9d8... 7/7/2011 -
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Mayor Bob Barrett Joan Evans

Dave Pearson Carlo Leone

' Council members Dave Pearson, Ron Aames Tony Rivero and Carlo Leone have come togetherin recent months toforma majorlty
bloc on many key issues including budget talks and redistricting. Their approach has been to question staff proposals to gain efficien-

cies and to shake up the status quo. The minority Ieadershlp questions whether the change is for the better. PAGE 3
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BySonuthshi
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From budget talkstoredistricting, anew

dynamic has emerged on the Peoria City
" Council that has placed the mayor in the
minority. _ -

Council members Dave Pearson, Ron,
Aames, Tony Rivero and Carlo Leone have’
come together in recent months to form a
majority bloc on many key issues.

This can leave Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice
Mayor Cathy Carlat and Councilwoman

- Joan Evans in the minority.

The majority, whichcame together after
ﬂxeelecuonofR:verolastfall,says:tsap-
proach!stoquestmnstaﬂ‘proposalstom-
prove government transparency,.to gain
efficiencies and to shake up the status quo.

But it has the minority elected leader-

' sh:pquwﬁonmgwhetherthechange:st‘or |

'l‘he slnft has come with verbal grum-
blings, direct retorts and eye-rolling, espe-
aaﬂyafteraslewofwvotesdunngthls
spring’s budget sessions, when several
council members picked out line items and
questioned staff with a level of detail most
agree had not happened before.

. The split sharpened in recent weeks
when the majority pushed for a redistrict-
ing map that many criticized as an attempt
to preserve incumbents.

Political divides on city councils aren't
unusual, says David Berman, a senior re-
search fellow at the Morrison Institute for
Public Policy at Arizona State University.

But, he says, for a mayor to be in the mi-
nority all of a sudden “puts him in an awk-
ward position.”

‘Berman warns that sometimes such di-
visiveness can prompt recalls, a word that
has bubbled up in the redxstnctmg contro-
versy.

No recall petitions have been taken out
mth the City Clerk.

Shcftlng politics

The 4-3 voting pattern took shape after
Riveroreplaced Councilwoman Vicki Hunt
in January.

Depending on which council member
you ask, the 29-year-old freshman is either
inexperienced or fresh, new blood.

Rivero’s vote has bolstered others on the
council who would often dissént from a mi-
nority position.’

Rivero, who has an extenslve education,
said he respects the mayor.

“It’s OK to disagree; we just need to be
able to have those discussions at least,” he
said.

Former minority members such as Pear-
son call the new bloc a “loose coalition of

council members who have found some
common interests.”

The mayor calls it cronylsm.

“It's all about 'I'll support your deal if
you’ll support mine,’ ” Barrett said.

The mayor said he has been “extremely
disappointed” in some of Rivero’s votes.

Barrett added: “Education does not
equal good leadership skills, or common

4-3 votes emerge in budget talks
City administrators this spring pre-

sented elected leaders with a budget that

filled a $3.7 million shortfall. .

‘However, council budget talks took an
extra two days or 12 more hours than last
year as council members discussed such
topics as spending on vehicle maintenance,
lobbyists and vehicle and communication

The level of detail drew sharp criticism
from Carlat and’ 'Evans, who said their col-
leagues were micromanaging staff.

- Carlat and Barrett said forcing cuts in
areas like car allowances and training for
employees when the city manager had pro-
duced a balanced budget and staff has not
received raises in three years would lead to
staff exodus.

“I feel like we didn't have as civil a dis-
course as we could have,” Evans said.

Rivero said the detailed budget discus-
sions produced tension but that it resulted
m good public policy,” not micromanag-

Aames said to say some of the budget

wmmwnmmmmmsmmmﬂaatymwmm-
vember. Theympartofﬂlemmajomyonmeooundl uuosumvzz/msnwwc

o C’s. %

cuts they brought up were unnecessary

when the budget was already balanced is “a’

false argument.

“We could spend that money on some-
thing else,” he said.

The majority rejected staff’s proposal to
create a health clinic for city employees.
Staff billed it as a long-term money-saver

for employees and for the city, but Leone -
. said he would have supported it onlylf re31

dents-could access it.

“They need to remember we serve the
little people wholive across the street from
City Hall,” Leone said.

“A veteran councilman, Leone has long
criticized*a project to expand Northern
Avenue into a parkway because of the im-

pact it would have on some of his constitu- .
‘economic development debate on a
' posed business incubator. Aames ques:
“tioned spending $12 million on the mcuba-

ents. He and the majority removed the pro-
ject from the city’s -capital plan. Evans
Joined the majority on that vote, which was
more of a philosophical victory as removal

from the capital budget did not remove the.

city’s obligation to help pay for the project,
“Whatyou re doing is you're mahngPe-

oria the laughingstock amongst other ci-

ties,” Barrett said just before the vote.

Redistricting heightens split -
By May, tension heightened as Aames
and the three others voted to have addi:

tional redistricting maps drawn to pre- .

serve incumbents. The call came after
each of the initial maps drew two council

. members into the same district, meam'ng

one would lose their seat.
Aames and Leone have openly criticized

,. cized the move to add new maps as se;

nmg
_for “personal and political agendas.”

;Heatedrhetoric 5
~‘mgwhenPeal§onstoppedthemayorma

- son later said that ommalleadershxpham

- fractured relationship and little atte;

»tomakesuretheresagoodchanceofget—’
N S

rett said. “And right now those looking at i
- their feet are in the majority.”

thecltyattomey forthe way the mtter has
been handled. They say thé council was
gever told incumbency could be consid
ered in redistricting, which happens aftér
eachcensustoensureequalrepresentano

Barrett and others in the minority cnu

political .interests -over the process
gather public input that already had tak
place.

Carlat said she feels- “fmstrated an
scared” for the city’s future. In the

- she said, despite differences, “the greates:_
the eneé

good of Peoria would come out m
vote.”
Now, she said, sheseesﬂnngshap

Carlat has been a scathing critic over
districting and her belief that Aames al:i
others put their interests before the publi

The majority says it's easy for Carlat
andthemayortotakeapohtmalhgh—hors%
when they have nothing to lose because res”
districting does not affect them.
lntheend,themmontyselectedoneoé

the initial maps-and one that preserves all
incumbents. On Tuesday, the: council
should narrow it toone. - 3

Council debate has been heated, includy |

recent discussion, tellmg Barrett he wasy:
“out of order” for criticizing Aames. Pean’s

an attitude of my way or the highway.” .i;
He and others in the majority speak of

from the council leadership to reach out ttr
mend differences. Instead, they say theyx
getpublicly lectured. Pearson equated it to
dealing with “a playground bully.” k™

The differences wereevrdentdunngan o]
pro-.g

tor with no tangible returns in sight. B
“We don’t have endless money; we wanti

ting returns,” he said.

The mayor questioned whether that po:
sition is holding back the city.

“Some of us are looking at the honzon,u
and others are looking at their feet,” Bar-*

The - mayor said he would actively cam- *)
paign in the 2012 election when Pearson,j
Carlat and Evans go up for re-election. <
) “People should see that the city is re- 7
gressing, and I hope they make a correc- 7
tion for us,” he said. - -

e
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:Peorla City Council
undergoes major change in

dynamics

by Sonu Munshi - Jun. 29, 2011 10:01 AM

“The Arizona Republic

From budget talks to redistricting, a new
dynamic has emerged on the Peoria City
Council that has placed the mayor in the
minority.

Meet Peoria City Council members

Council members Dave Pearson, Ron Aames,

:Tony Rivero and Carlo Leone have come
together in recent months to form a majority

bloc on many key issues.

'| “This can teave Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice Mayor

Cathy Carlat and Councilwoman Joan Evans

in the minority.

The majority, which came together after the
election of Rivero last fall, says its approach
is to question staff proposals to improve
government transparency, to gain
efficiencies and to shake up the status quo.

- But it has the minority elected leadership
1 'questioning whether the change is for the

better.

The shift has come with verbal grumbli'ngs;

direct retorts and eye-rolling, especially
after a slew of 4-3 votes during this spring's
budget sessions, when several council
‘members picked out line items and

| questioned staff with a level of detail most

agree had not happened before.

The split sharpened in recent weeks when
the majority pushed for a redistricting map
that many criticized as an attempt to
preserve incumbents.

Political divides on city councils aren't
unusual, said David Berman, a senior
research fellow at the Morrison Institute for
Public Policy at Arizona State University.

But, he said, for a mayor to be in the minority
all of a sudden "puts him in an awkward
position." -

Berman warned that sometimes such
divisiveness can prompt recalls, a word that
has bubbled up in the redistricting
controversy.

No recall petitions have been taken out with
the City Clerk.

Shifting politics
The 4-3 voting pattern took shape after
Rivero replaced Councnlwoman Vicki Hunt in

January.

Depending on which council member you
ask, the 29-year-old freshman is either
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inexperienced or fresh, new blood.

Riverds vote has bolstered others on the
council who would often dissent from a
minority position.

Rivero, who has an extensive education, said
he respects the mayor.

"It's OK to disagree; we just need to be able
to have those discussions at least," he said.

Former minority members such as Pearson
call the new bloc a "loose coalition of council
members who have found some common
interests."

The mayo'r calls it cronyism.

"It's all about 'I'l support your deal if you'll
support mine,' " Barrett said.

-The mayor said he's.been "extreinely '
disappointed” in'some of Rivero's votes.

Barrett added: "Education does not equal
good leadership skills, or common sense.”

4-3 votes emerge in budget talks

City administrators this spring presented
elected leaders with a budget that filled a
$3.7 million shortfall.

However, council budget talks took an extra
two days or 12 more hours than last year as
council members discussed such topics as
spending on vehiclemaintenance, lobbyists
and vehicle and communication allowances.

The level of detail drew sharp criticism from
Carlat and Evans, who said their colleagues
were micromanaging staff.

~ create a health clinic for city employees. Staff

Carlat and Barrett said forcing cuts in areas
like car allowances and training for
employees when the city manager had
produced a balanced budget and staff has
not received raises in three years would lead
to staff exodus. -

"| feel like we didn't have as civil a discourse
as we could have," Evans said.

Rivero said the detailed 'budget discussions
produced tension but that it resulted in
"good public pollcy, not micromanaging.”

Aames said to say some of the budget cuts
they brought up were unnecessary when the
budget was already balanced is "a false
argument.” ‘

"We could spend that money on something
else," he said. '

The majority rejected staff's proposal to
billed it as a long-term money-saver for
employees and for the city, but Leone said
he only would have supported it if residents
could access it. _

"They need to remember we serve the little
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people who live across the street from City
Hall," Leone said.

A veteran councilman, Leone has long
criticized a project to expand Northern
Avenue into a parkway because it would
impact some of his constituents. He and the
majority removed the project from the city's
capital plan. Evans joined the majority on
that vote, which was more of a philosophical
victory as removal from the capital budget
did not remove the city's obligation to help
pay for the project.

"What you'ré doing is you're making Peoria
the laughingstock amongst other cities,"
Barrett said just before the vote.

Redistricting heightens split

By May, tension heightened as Aames and
the three others voted to have additional
redistricting maps drawn to preserve
incumbents. The call came after each of the
initial maps drew two council members into
th'e same district, meaning one would lose
their seat.

Aames and Leone have openly criticized the
city attorney for the way the matter has been
handled. They say the council was never told
incumbency could be considered in
redistricting, which happens after each
.census to ensure equal representation in
each district.

Barrett and others in the minority criticized
the move to add new maps as serving
political interests over the process to gather
public input that already had taken place.

Carlat said she feels "frustrated and scared"”
for the city's future. In the past, she said,
despite differences, "the greater good of

- they have nothing to lose because

Peoria would come out in the end vote.“vv

Now, she said, she sees things happening
for "personal and political agendas."

Carlat has been a scathing critic over
redistricting and her belief that Aames and
others put their interests before the will of
the pubilic.

The majority says it's easy for Carlat and the
mayor to take a political high-horse when

redistricting does not impact them.

In the end, the majority selected one of the
initial maps and one that preserve all
incumbents. On Tuesday, council should
narrow it to one.

Heated rhetoric

Council debate has been heated, including
when Pearson stopped the mayor in a recent
discussion, telling Barrett he was "out of
order” for criticizing Aames..

Pearson later said that "council leadership
has an attitude of my way or the highway."
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‘He and others in the majority speak of a
fractured relationship and little attempt from
the council leadership to reach out to mend
differences.

[Instead, they say they get publicly lectured.
Pearson equated it to dealing with "a
playground bully." '

The differences were evident during an
economic development debate on a
proposed incubator.

Aames questioned spending $12 million on
-the proposed incubator with no tangible
returns in sight. "We don't have endless
:money; we want to make sure there's a good
:chance of getting returns,” he said.

‘The mayor questioned whether that position
is holding back the city's economic future.

"Some of us are looking at the horizon and
.others are looking at their feet," Barrett said.
-"And right now those looking at their feet are
in the majority."

The mayor said he would actively campaign
“in the 2012 election when Pearson, Carlat
and Evans go up for re-election. '

"People should see that the city is Advertisement
regressing, and | hope they make a ?_
. correction for us," he said. 4 -XF-
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" By Pamela Potter

Whyhastlnl’emaledistmung become so acrimonious? Why are
citizens accusing council members of putting their own priorities ahead of
those of the city, and talking of gerrymandering? And which council members
are really doing that?

The city attomey was mistaken when he informed council and residents that
where current council members live could not be taken into account in
redistricting. In fact most cities strive to maintain incumbents in their districts
to avoid just what is happening now in Peoria.

Six maps were initially drawn -— before residents could give valid input that

used the census data. I wrote to Mayor Bob Barrett that [ felt these were
mwhdsﬂ:cmmquuedunmmp\n.ﬂsmlcdmﬂywu‘iwmﬂ:ywwmpleﬂy Yet, he
mmmmmxmmwmgmxmnwmummmymt
incumbents in their district and were drawn after residents had a chance to give input.

Citizens complain about an excessive amount of moncy being spent to do this. In fact, the new maps cost about
S3000,eanparedto$60.000fortbcmg|mls:x.Oneofwencwmaps,Numbu&uaﬁuhstlthvaﬂ)e
council members in their districts. The other finalist, Map 1, puts Councilwoman Joan Evans into Aames' district.

Evamsaldtomeauheﬁrs!Mmmsmsdmshedxdnotmmmbetakmanofhu(ﬁsmd.wmow
she is in favor of it and supports Map 1. What is her motive?

Aames has more than three years lcft on his term, and has been an excellent council member, lfMaplsmeeeds.
is there a plan to force an election between Aames and Evans next fall? If so, that would be real

Is another resident calling Map 8 an “abomination” so that he can run for office in the district that would be
vacated by Evans if Map 1 isehosen?

mnymmhvemglymmmmmmmmlmbaswumcpaﬂfewwmmm.
pmeashmnmbemhandlednswdhsushwldhavebmPemnlsnmnnusyutymmap.wnhmanyodd
natural and artificial boundaries.

mmshwuhwmanpwdwmmeamlmmbusmnWamwofﬂxdismawmﬂxy
were clected, rather than forcing them into districts where they would have to run against each ofher. If they
choose to step down to serve the city in other ways, as Evans claims she wishes to do, it should be by choice, not
by force,

Aaumuﬂn]mcwmdmcwngmggmdﬂnewuﬂdbealawsmtagamstd:eqtylfMap!hssdmd,ths

form of blackmail should not be tolerated.

Aﬂofﬂxcwnceptsdnwnupbythcmmmsmlegahndfedaﬂgnidclinamifﬂmﬁ:stsixdidnot
meoet the criteria of taking into account sufficient citizen input. The districts must move north, and it makes sense
for Ironwood and Willow to move together vertically, asgzowthwﬂlpmbablyoonmehomveﬂmeueasm
in the future.

1 ask the citizens of Peoria to attend the City Council meeting July § and to not ket a small number of residents
\mthapohucalagmdahjackﬁnpm.Wehveawdlmdty.soplnscmgeﬁchyCamlb
mkzadmuﬂmmmmndmmbmwkmwmqrmmsmwmmmmgme
districts if they wish to.

Pamela Potter lives in Peoria.

Monday. June 27, 2011 a1 04:07 PM
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By CAROLYN DRYER
Epiror

If you were seeking high drama,
you did not have to wait until 9 p.m.
Tuesday to watch “Combat Hospi-
tal” to get it. Instead of “Welcome
to Kandahar,” citizens of a growing
metropolis in the desert could have
heard, “Welcome to the Peoria, Ariz.
redistricting meeting.”

" Unlike the TV show, the redistrict-
ing meeting lasted just shy of two
hours.

From the opening to closing pound -

of the gavel, residents and council-
members alike voiced highly dramatic
opinions about the proposed redistrict-
ing maps that will take effect in the
2012 elections.

Redistricting process
City Attorney Steve Kemp went
over the redistricting process with

-council, and revxewed events of the

past year.

It was June 2010, when city council
was given a review of the legal issues,
criteria and schedule for council redis-
tricting. In October 2010, council voted

- to hire National Demographic Corporation

to handle the redistricting process. NDC
had to submit a time schedule, conduct
scoping, outreach and community forums.
The first minority redistricting forum was
held in January. Other redistricting meet-
ings were held that month and February.
Once census information became avail-
able March 8, six redistricting maps were
drawn up by NDC, citizen kits were madc
available and concept reviews were held
in April and carly May.

“We’re on time to have council havc a
July 5 vote,” Kemp said. ,

Present Tuesday to go over the three
concept map's counctil approved two weeks
ago was Doug Johnson, president of NDC.
There was also a translator for Spanish-
speaking residents and a court reporter.
Transcripts of all public meetings must be
submitted along with the final redistricting
map to the U.S. Department of Justice.

The maps
Johnson praised residents of Peoria
for their active participation in thé re-
districting process. He described all of
the elements of the three- maps council
approved to go forward for a final vote
July 5. In particular, Johnson pointed out

that Mesquite District in the far north now
contains enough residents to form two
districts, noting that because of that fact,
“something has to move north.”

In Plan 1, Willow District just moves
north to pick up that population, Johnson
said, and Ironwood District stays largely
where it is. South.of that, Palo Verde
District expands to fill the former Willow
District. This is the plan that would esscn-
tially move Councilmember Joan Evans
out of her current Willow District.

Also in Plan 1, Acacia, a main concemn
because of its mainly Latino population,
moves castward to take in the remain-
ing southern portion of Willow District,
while Pine District squeczes to the west
of Acacta.

Plan 2 lcaves Mesquite District much
the same with a southern border staying
mainly at Happy Valley Road with a slight
dip south to the west of 83rd Avenue into
a county. island. But rather than move one
entire district north, Ironwood and Willow
both move north with Willow to the east
of Westbrook-Village. Palo Verde moves
up to where Ironwood used to be.

Plan 8 involved additional criteria that
have current councilmembers remaining
in their districts. Mesquite is north of Pin-

Snemal Report: RGIIISII'IBIIII!I

nacle Peak Rqad. Willow does not move
cntirely north, but starts just south of
Councilmember Joan Evans’ residence,
with a thin piece adjacent to Ironwood
across Bell Road, north of Westbrook
Village and around Ironwood, drop-
ping south along the western edge of
fronwood. lIronwood is similar to Plan
1 and fills in part of Willow.

Again, Acacia options are “fairly
limited,” Johnson said. i

Oncc Johnson completed his presen-
tation, councilmembers were asked for
comments. Vicc Mayor and Mesquite
District Councilmember Cathy Carlat
said she had another map, Aamcs Ver-
sion 4. .

Johnson said that was a plan that
came through.the public participation
proccss, stressing it was a map from the
public, not from council direction.

Councilmember Ron Aames said he
felt it was an improvement to the cur-
rent Plan 8, “pretty much keeps Willow
whole.”

Mayor Bob Barrett asked Johnson
if whatever map is sclected, can it still
be tweaked, and Johnson replied in the
affirmative.

Moxe REDISTRICTING on A4

1
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REDISTRICTING: Citizens voice discontent , fomar

Johnson-also responded
“yes” to a question from
Councilmember Dave
Pearson about tweaking
being a common practice
during the redistricting
process.

When asked about re-
taining communities of
common interest, Johnson
said the maps met those
criteria.

Evans said she wanted.

to “make it clear” she nev-
. er, at any time, submitted
a plan to NDC and was
“adamantly opposed to any
plan that saves anyone n
pamcular )

The public speaks
Then, it was time for
public comments. And there
were plenty. All but one
member of the public voiced
opposition to Plan 8.

t
v

PBHJBAO(.).HBEW < WO0Y 031YM@NeW » £p1 /-§9%-€79
(1YY 3WOH 3WO0I[3M « JOA0OH 11ey

00069 4S Sfil WooIP3q £ 000'0ELS MAU MY “4S £§LT 'WooIpq b

YSHIOA B "OAY PALY

- This political cartoon w3

electoral districts draw
cratic-Republican Party
ists. The caricature sat
Mass., making it resem}

at the time said the dist

word gerrymander was
One resident pointed his
Evans “has just as man

_constituents as you do i
that district.”

000°25$ 45 6¥SL ‘W001paq ¢
11034 3 3AY YISL

» remarks to Aames, saying 13enpd JaAnqawoq GNH 3344 10§ sn |IE|.U]

esnoyj

He was referring tog 40 woo: sou
the Plan 8 redrawn Paloy; 54; yovay
Verde district south of Belly; 10 ojpprw a1y

Road.
Another resident, Jog

qunu e pakofud
13 Suuds jo pus

Pfeiff, called Plan 8.a mafg oy uy pres euo)
‘contammg “purely selfishy, uonIppe uj

interests.” He asked counyegio ajqeyreyo

cil to go back to Plan 4 ancy g/ 1§ uep

‘S9[BS PILIAI0IS

poomabuesy g -aay yis,

000¥S$ 45 ¥TLL ‘WO0IPAQ ¢
"9AY 1516 B 'PY sewoy)

oAes — SIJWOH dNH

sjeAoyy/s1a8uey {(7L0°9 95e19AR) 4T 881
Je pary) saxped/sisuieiq (61 L9 a8eIaAR)
£€98°v61 18 PUOd3S XOS MYM/SIZpo
‘(owed 12d §g8‘Q1 95rI0AR) §0E6SE
18 181y ur SUIWod SaId0Y/syoeqpuoLl
-BI(Q 9Y) Yym ‘S[ppiw 2y} Ul sem DSJ .
‘angea] smoe)) Y UI SANI[[08] WILd)-0M)
10} ddouepuspe jo uosueduwrod e uf
‘suonesiqnd snowrea ut pareadde jey)
suodnod yym paseyond s3o¥o1 NNO“ dIom



- PUBLIC: Most oppose Plan 8 Framd.

greatest possbee praise.”
Dick Feyrer, also of Ven-

tana Lakes, said, “Tknow a

political boondoggle when

I see one; so here I am to -
protest.” He said the online
- magazine, Slate, put Ari-

zona on its list of shame,
finding Rep. Trent Franks’

”We are four fulﬁlllng our Ieglslatlve
- duties, drawing maps for what we -
think is best for citizens.

- Councﬂmember Ron Aames

”No 8isan abomlnatlon

district the second-most .

gerrymandered congressio-
nal district in the nation. -

“Wait until they hear

‘about what’s likely to take

place here tonight, which
I assure you — they will,”
Feyrer said. “Your own
" debate, specifically the in-
struction to your consultant
to help.try to preserve your
political butts, could éasily
become your undomg in
court.” . -

Former Councﬂmember ,

Steve Poe questioned what
he called “changing the

rules in midstream.” ‘He

said the public deserved
to know if certain council-
members’ self-preservation
was the reason for spending
more money for additional
maps (81,250 each).
* - Jan Wilson urged recon-
 sideration of Map 5.
“Kathy Knecht, a Wil-
low resident, commended
Evans for “not trying to
manipulate the process for
her own self-interest.”
Armando Macias asked,
“Isitinthe best mterests of:

 Peoriato do what is best for .

* ‘councilmembers or what is
best for citizens?”

The final public speaker
said ignoring citizen input
has no business in ¢ouncil
or state decisions. He asked

council to reconsider Maps

- 3,4and5.

- Council. comments
When it came time for
council comments, Aames

was the first to speak. He °

said he appreciated every-
one’s comments. Then,
he proceeded to rebut an
-editorial in the Peoria Re-

- Mayor Bob Barrett

“son told Barrett he was
- out of*order, -and Barrett-
‘apologized, but said, “Her
‘district, ‘most of it south .

- district representauon 80es -
away.” .

public and objected to the
newspaper referring to -

~-him and three other coun-~ -

cilmembers as “egocentric -
rogues.”

Aames also said it was
incorrect to- say city staff
worked on the maps for

* almost a year, saying it was

more like three months. He -
said council -did get input"
from citizens and cited
the numbers of comments

- received about the various «

maps. He did not comment: .
on the number of e-miails he -
has sent to'the city clerk in
favor of Plan 8.~ L

Aames also defended his-
and Councxlmember David -
Pearson’s motivation, say-

ing it was not about their . .
.don’t think I heard the

own incumbeney.

He said courncjlmem-
bers were never asked’
what the criteria was, but
were told they could not
consider councilmembeérs’
residences. .

“We are four fulfill-
ing our legislative- duties,
drawmg maps for what we
think is best for" citizens,”

- Aames said.
When Evans asked for

Maps 3 and 5 to be brought
back: for reconsideration,
the vote was 4-3 no, with
Peaxson,Aames and Coun-
cilmembers Tony Rivero
and Carlo Leone in the
majority.

Councilmersiber Cathy
Carlat said, “I would think
people who came here
would be insulted being
referred to as statistics,”
and also “for this council -

i |t s time to}zlve'ytf en’ h.
new look, there’s ndthifil better than a
full remode! from G g'ace by Design. But if

you’re happy with

e basic confsguraho

* of your kitchen, there’s a new option to
consider: Showpiace'Renew. Whether it’s

to shake their head; we
don’t care, throw it away,
toss it out.”

Carlat said she wanted
to hear why certairt coun-
cilmembers wanted Map
8. She asked each if they
had a “reason to nge tothe
people »

Rivero and Leone had

no comment, but Pearson

said, “Clearly, thlS 1s not
a vote.”

fallen through, all the maps
follow federal guidelines,
and council had narrowed
the choice down to three

maps. He asked why widen

that now. .
Carlat fired back; “I

answer,” pointed to votes

. that came in from citizens

on Maps 3, 4 and 5, and

asked why those w'ere be— ‘

mg disregarded:” 7

Pearson asked C1ty At~

tomey Steve Kemp if the
“votes” that came in on the

maps were actually votes,

at 'which, Kemp replied,
they were “public input.”

- Aames brought council

back to the subject of “dis-

enfrancmsmg voters,” and

 reiterated his background
in statistics.

Mayor Bob Barrett sald,
“I noticed in the last two

days, you (Aames) voted

for No. 8 five times.”
Barrett also said, “Why

is it wrong for people not to

have you and not to throw

- Evansninder the bus?”
At this remark, Pear:

of the “tweaking” time on
~Plan.8. He moved lines as
- part of his Plan 8, Version
"4, which will be actually.

- cdryer@star-times.com,

- or 623-84.7-'4604.
As for comments, Pear- o

son said the process had -

of her, goes away. People,
no matter what happens,

Then, Barrett said he
would say what one public
speaker said he would not
say, “No. 8:is an abomma- ,
tion.”

Aames took up most

. : . s
IL"[ e
UG PET NN - . ~

the new Plan 8 when it @
comes time July 5 for coun- . ,
cilto select the one map for
submission to the Depart-
ment of Justice.

v . Reach the reporter at-
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It was not supposed to end

" like this, and it is likely not g0-

-

ing to end like this, no matter -

how the tedistricting maps are

- tweaked to make the final on¢ -

sclected by Peoria City Counc:1l
smell like a rosé. -

Bnmmmmnv
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Redlstrlctmg process shows unyleldlng pbwer of polltlcs }*

- Arose by any other 1 name -

would smell as sweet. And °
- Plan 8'by any dcﬁmtlonjust
plain stinks. S

And don’t throw the “hurt

.-fcchng phony baloney
sdefense n thlS dlrcctlon We

don’t have just a vested interest

‘in what happens in Peoria. We

have a history and love of the

~ city in our bones. That is why
~ we continue to be a part of ac-
tivities, local, business, human

. mtcrcst and yes, govemment

‘But what is takmgplace at

Peoria City Hall these days is
-not government at work; itis
govemment at its lowest. To

those counc1lmembers who

_vthmk they are ﬁnally wield-

ing the blg stick, we’ ve got

~

news for you. Vengeance i 1s ‘
not yours. Your day in court is_
coming, and you w1ll answer
for your actions, one way’ or
another. Maybe not today, not

-this year, but evcntually, you -

w1ll answer.

/7)

It’s blas and 1nsultrr1g to call forir councnlmembers rogues

Peorra is redlstnctmg to be

| " compliant with 2010 population

numbers. Our U.S. constitution
stipulates that defining new

_districts is a legislative respon-

sibility. While redistricting

doesn’t go to the voters, citizen

. input is often sought by cities,

primarily to see if there are .

communities or nenghborhoods,_,

that want-to remain whole re-

garding council representation.
-Six maps were initially

drawn and viewed by a small

number of Peoria citizens. ‘Lat-

er, by council consensus, three

_ additional maps were drawn.

Recently an editorial in

. ;another newspaper ranted

- that four council members in .

. Peoria were egocentric rogueS'

to consider additional maps
because the public had already
reviewed some maps. First,
what is wrong with vnewmg

. more maps and second, many

* citizens had sent in maps pnor :

to the public viewing that. kept
all councilmembers in their -

current dlstncts These citizens - .

wanted additional maps to view
because their maps were never

considered. In this regard, hav- .

- -ing additional maps allowed for
greater publlc transparency, not’
- less as was stated in the edito-

- rial.

- Also, it was incorrect to

- say that the Peoria staff had

been working vigorously to
set new boundaries for more .
than a year. Over the past three

- months, National Demographic

Corporation, the consultant
Peoria hired to outline maps,.
has done some work with staff
but-only. at the last minute i in
May did we start seeing some
maps. At about this time, the
council also learned that the
city attorney was not correct
concerning all the criteria he

GUES_T COMMENTARY

Councilember Ron Aames -
- Palo Verde District

said thé council had to follow

to meet US Justice Department
redistricting requirements,
including obstinately that we

‘couldn’t consider where coun-
cilmembers lived. We learried

we only had to'draw contiguous
districts that are closely equal
in population size and keep -
minority groups together.

-~ While interested citizens,

 city staff, and consultants don’t .
.define the maps; the council is

interested in their ideas. Partic-

. N

- ularlyy the council dld get input
-from Peoria citizens, some who

wanted and séme who didn’t”
want to see additional maps, :
and those inputs have been

* considered.’

‘1 personally do not want to’ ‘
disenfranchise voters by draw-

'.ing maps that completely move

councilmembers out of the -
district where\they were duly.
elected into other geography in
the city where no voters elected
them. Citizens sometimes .
think that if an elected official

..is drawn out of a district, she
or he is no longer elected. But
that isn’t how voting works ifi

- America. Elected officials re-

main in newly: created districts
where no one voted for them

. 'for the remainder of their terms,

which for three of the current '

Peoria council members would -
_ be 3 1/2 more years and for the -
other three 1 1/2 more years.

Many cities, mcludmg Mesa -
and Glendale, stipulate as one -

~of their redistricting critéria that
- councilmembers not be drawn
_out of their current districts. ..
-.Why? Because they don’t want
‘to disenfranchise voters. Mesa

even has this requirement

. in their city charter and the -
councilmember there I spoke

with was adamant that it is a

' vital part of what voting mieans

in America. It should b¢ a vital

part in Peoria, too. '
Redistricting processes are

iterative and very frequently

“across the country cities draw
~ additional maps to cor_151der 1n
‘their decision-making. The

four who were called rogues are.
duly elected representatives of -

 citizens in Peoria fulfilling their

legislative duty by drawing .
maps they feel are best for the

‘city and all citizens. .

1

|
:
|

|

7



- Councilmembers,
-good for you or for
citizens?

I was surprised when I heard the Peoria
City Council (4-3 vote) asking for addition-
al redistricting maps that would keep the six

“current councilmembers in their districts. I
had attended some of the first redistricting
meetings before any maps were drawn,
where the consulting firm that was hired
by the city went over the process, stated
the federal government guidelines and the
criteria the council felt was important.

They asked that the public let them
know about neighborhoods, HOA or school
districts that the public felt should remain
in the same district, not divided between
two districts,

I specifically remember the question
being asked, “Will where current coun-
cilmembers live be taken into consider-
ation when you develop the new district
maps?”

Their answer was, “The council could
have made that part of the criteria, but they
chose not to make it part of the criteria, just

as they did in the past redistricting.”

So, when Councilmember Ron Aames
asked for an additional three maps to be
drawn to take into consideration where
each councilmember lived, I couldn’t
believe what [ was hearing. He and other
councilmembers had been at the meetings
I attended; they heard what I heard, so it
shiould not have surprised him that two
councilmembers would have to be in the
same district — with the population mov-
ing north of Bell Road and six of seven
councilmembers living south of Bell that
was bound to happen.

Every councilmember, including Aames,
had the full contract to read before the con-
sulting firm was hired, where the criteria

" was clearly stated. There was ample time

to add “where the current councilmem-
bers live” as part of the original criteria
or contract for drawing the original six
redistricting maps. To change the criteria
at such a late date gives way to speculation
as to why it is so important to keep all six
current councilmembers in their current
districts (or what would be called their
district), no matter how chopped up the

districts become. - -

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

@IS/

And why would it be awful for Peoria
if two current members had to run against
each other? . ’ _ :

What you as councilmembers will an-
swer with your vote is which map has the
best drawn district for the entire City of
Peoria, or the map that is best for you?

Karen Garbe

Redistrictihg process
disappointing

I"d like to express my deep concern over
the actions of several members of the Peoria
council: those who voted to add additional
redistricting maps in order to retain their
seats on the council. One of those additional
maps, No. 8, is under consideration for adop-
tion by the council.

* Map No. 8 may not be illegal, but it is
clearly a blatant use of gerrymandering to

seek and retain political power. Usurping:

the open and fair process which had been
established to create a new district map ap-
pears to be based on no more than purely
selfish interests.

Of the remaining maps, I do support Map
No. 1, butI would respect the council more if

members would also reconsider maps 4 and
5, two other maps prepared by National De-

. mographics Corporation, which have been

examined and commented on throughout
the process.

Map 8, however, should be tossed out and
disavowed. We need to remember that the
redistricting process was established for the
good of all Peoria citizens. The consideration
of Map 8 makes a mockery of that process
and fuels the cynicism of those who say that
“all politicians are in it for themselves.”

Personally, I have expected better of poli-
ticians, including our council members, and

- have seen many instances where they have

worked unselfishly to put the interests of the
entire community first.

But in this case, I’m disappointed with
the actions of several council members who
appear determined to fulfill the negative
stereotype too many people have of their -
elected officials. '

What this boils down to is simple: :

Map 8 is best for Ron Aames, Dave Pear-
son, Carlo Leone, and Tony Rivero.

Map 1 is best for the 154,000 citizens
of Peoria.

Joe Pfeiff




Gerrymandering move in Peoria causes concern

l'dlikctocxplusmyd@mmﬂxaﬁmsofscvualmembasofﬂw?eomﬁly%ml.thosewho
voted to add additional redistricting maps in order to retain their seats on the council. One of those additional

maps, No. 8, is under consideration for adoption by the council.

Map No. 8 may not be illegal, but it clearly is a blatant use of gerrymandering to retain political power. Usurping
the open and fair process that had been established to create a new district map appears to be based solely on
scifish interests.

Of the remaining maps, 1 support Map No. 1, but I would respect the council more if members would also
momdaMamedS,nbopmredbmemﬂDmgnphsCmp“whehhwbemmmdmd
commented on throughout the process.

Map 8, however, should be tossed out, We nced to remember that the redistricting process was established for the
good of all Peoria citizens. The consideration of Map 8 makes a mockery of that process and fiels the cynicism
of those who say that all politicians are in it for themselves.

Personslly, 1 have expected better of politicians, including our council members, and have seen many instances
wha:ﬂxeyhaveworkedmsdfshlymputdwmueslsofﬂ:eenmoommumtyﬁm contrary to the cynical
views many hold of elected officials.

But in this case, I'm disappointed with the actions of several council members who appear determined to fulfill
the negative stercotype too many people have elected officials.
Wlutlhnsbollsdownmnssnnplc:Mapalsb&forRmAama.DavePutson.CaﬂoLconundTonykwm

Map 1 is best for the 154,000 citizens of Peoria.
—Joe Pfeiff, Peoria
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Redistricting process disappointing
Joe Pfeiff | Posted: '[hursdray;l June 23, 2011 9:00 pm

I'd like to express my deep concern over the actions of several members of the Peoria council:
those who voted to add additional redistricting maps in order to retain their seats on the council.
.One of those additional maps, No. 8, is under consideration for adoption by the council.

Map No. 8 may not be illegal, but it is clearly a blatant use of gerrymandering to seek and retain
political power. Usurping the open and fair process which had been established to create a new
district map appears to be based on no more than purely selfish interests.

Of the remaining maps, I do suppoﬁ Map No. 1, but I would respect the council more if members
would also reconsider maps 4 and 5, two other maps prepared by National Demographics -
Corporation, which have been examined and commented on throughout the process.

. Map 8, however, should be tossed out and disavowed. We need to remember that the redistricting
process was established for the good of all Peoria citizens. The consideration of Map 8 makes a
mockery of that process and fuels the cynicism of those who say that "all politicians are in it for
themselves." |

Persohally, I have expected better of politicians, including our council members, and have seen
many instances where they have worked unselfishly to put the interests of the entire community
- first. '

But in this case, I'm disappointed with the actions of several council members who appear
determined to fulfill the negative stereotype too many people have of their elected officials.

‘What this boils down to is simple:

Map 8 is best for Ron Aames, Dave Pearson, Carlo Leone, and Tony Rivero.
Map 1. is best for the 154,000 citizens of Peoria. |

Joe Pfeiff

SR http://_Www.peon'atimes.com/opiniori/letters;to_the__editor/article_e241bdb0-9da7-1160-800... 7/7/2011
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Redistricting process shows unyielding power of
politics
STAFF EDITORIAL | Posted: Thursday, June 23, 2011 8:00 pm

It was not supposed to end like this, and it is likely not going to end like this, no matter how the
redistricting maps are tweaked to make the final one selected by Peoria City Council smell like a
rose.

A rose by any other name would smell as sweet. And Plan 8 by any definition just plain stinks.

And don't throw the "hurt feeling" phony baloney defense in this direction. We don't have just a
vested interest in what happens in Peoria. We have a history and love of the city in our bones.
That is why we continue to be a part of activities, local, business, human interest, and yes,

~ government:

But what is taking place at Peoria City Hall these days is not government at work; it is
government at its lowest. To those councilmembers who think they are finally wielding the big
stick, we've got news for you. Vengeance is not yours. Your day in court is coming, and you will
answer for your actions, one way or another. Maybe not today, not this year, but eventually, you
will answer.

http://www.peoriatirn'és.com/opinion/editorials/article_57c59c92-9da7-1 1e0-bc74-001ccA4cO... . 7/7/2011
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It's bias and insulting to call four council
members rogues

By RON AAMES, Peoria. Councilmember | Posted: Thursday, June 23, 2011 10:58 am

Peoria is redistricting to be compliant with 2010 population numbers. Our U.S. constitution
stipulates that defining new districts is a legislative responsibility. While redistricting doesn't go to
the votérs, citizen input is often sought by cities,'primarily to see if there are communities or
neighborhoods that want to remain whole regarding council representation.

Six maps were initially drawn and viewed by a small number of Peoria citizens. Later, by council
consensus, three additional maps were drawn. ’ '

Recently an editorial in another newspaper ranted that four council members in Peoria were
egocentric rogues to consider additional maps because the public had already reviewed some
maps. First, what is wrong with viewing more maps and second many citizens had sent in maps
prior to the public viewing that kept all council members in their current districts. These citizens
wanted additional maps to view because their maps were never considered. In this regard, having
additional maps allowed for greater public transparency, not less as was stated in the editorial.

Also, it was incorrect to say that the Peoria staff had been working vigorously to set new
boundaries for more than a year. Over the past three months National Demographic Corporation,
the consultant Peoria hired to outline maps, has done some work with staff but only at the last

" minute in May did we start seeéing some maps. At about this time, the council also learned that the
city attorney was not correct concerning all the criteria he said the council had to follow to meet
US Justice Department redistricting requirements, including obstinately that we couldn't consider
where council members lived. We learned we only had to draw contiguous districts that are
closely equal in population size and keep minority groups together.

While interested citizens, city staff, and consultants don't define the maps, the council is interested
in their ideas. Particularly, the council did get input from Peoria citizens, some who wanted and
some who didn't want to see additional maps, and those inputs have been considered.

I personally do not want to disenfranchise voters by drawing maps that completely move council
mefnbers out of the district where they were duly elected into other geography in the city where no
voters elected them. Citizens sometimes think that if an elected official is drawn out of a district,
she or he is no longer elected. But that isn't how voting works in America. Elected officials remain
in newly created districts where no-one voted for them for the remainder of their terms, which for
three of the current Peoria council members would be 3 1/2 more years and for the other three 1
1/2 more years. '

http://www.peoriatimes.com/opinion/editori‘als/article_6e01b808-9cf9-1 1€0-b68c-001cc4cO...  7/7/2011
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Many cities, including Mesa and Glendale, stipulate as one of their redistricting criteria that
council members not be drawn out of their current districts. Why, because they don't want to
disenfranchise voters. Mesa even has this requirement in their city charter and the council member
there I spoke with was adamant that it is a vital part of what voting means in America. It should be
a vital part in Peoria too. '

I'm wondering if this other newspaper also considers Mesa and Glendale council members to be
egocentric rogues?

Redistricting processes are iterative and very frequently across the country cities draw additional
maps to consider in their decision-making. The four who were'called rogues are duly elected -
representatives of citizens in Peoria fulfilling their legislative duty by drawing maps they feel are
best for the city and all citizens.

The definition of rogue is worthless‘person. It's a very low point for the editorial board of a
newspaper to call four council members worthless persons. I would expect this from the National
Enquirer, but not from a local paper that claims to consider all sides of an issue.

Dr. Ron Aames, Peoria Councilman

http://www.peoriatimes.com/opinion/editorials/article_6e01b8c8-9¢cf9-11e0-b68c-001ccdc0... 7/7/2011
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Peoria residents:
Redistricting map could be
'boondoggle’

‘by Sonu Munshi - Jun. 23, 2011 11:10 AM
The Arizona Republic

‘A dozen or so incensed Peoria residents told
City Council on Tuesday that one of the
.| three redistricting maps inserted in the mix

-| to preserve incumbents is a case of
gerrymandering.

‘They warned-the council the issue would be
Peoria's "political boondoggle,” could lead to
costly legal challenges and could lead to
‘council members being bounced in the next
elections.

| Peoria has spent the spring planning for

| redistricting, which adjusts council district

| ‘boundaries after each census to ensure

| .equal representation. The city has received
‘more than 1,100 comments on possible
maps.

The council earlier this month narrowed the
options to three. In a 4-3 vote, the council
had inserted an additional map, drawn later
in the process, to preserve incumbents.

That map, known as Map 8, drew plenty of
| invective Tuesday for the majority who
supported it: Ron Aames, Dave Pearson,
Carlo Leone and Tony Rivero.

Aames maintained the addition of the map
process did not "disenfranchise" anyone. In
each of the first six maps, he said, a council
member would be drawn into a district where
residents had not voted for him or her.

‘Each of the maps was "the best we coﬁld do

Aames also rejected arguments that
residents had preferred another map, which
didn't get included in the final three options. H
e said the council only collects feedback on
the maps, and they're not "votes," as
opponents have called them.

Doug Johnson, the city's redistricting
consultant and the city attorney reaffirmed
that point.

to meet the criteria,” Johnson said. "Whether
it's best for the community is a decision for
you (council) to make."

The council on Tuesday, in another split
vote, further narrowed the possibilities to
Map 8 and-Map 1. The council should decide
on one map July 5.

Nearly two hours of discussion included
Councilwoman Joan Evans accusing Aames
of making one map version appear as if it
was endorsed by her, and Pearson telling
Mayor Bob:Barrett he was "out of order”
when he criticized Aames.

Aames has maintained he and other council
members were led to believe that preserving
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incumbents could not be a factor in
redistricting. He later realized that other
cities have done so and that it's not
prohibited by federal law.

Regardiess, residents deplore the path the
‘council majority's decision, which they say
‘overthrew their input.

Dick Feyrer said the action "to help try to
preserve your political butts could easily
-become your undoing in court.”

.Joe McCord said, "l guarantee you, if you
choose plan 8, your opponents in the next
‘election will beat you over your heads and
-rip you to pieces with it."

Christian Williams said Map 8 may be legal,
but it's not logical. He said it "artificially
inserted” council members to ensure they
.don't get drawn into each other's districts. .

jsuggested a version of Map 8 that he had
drawn as Evans 1 in an e-mail to the
‘consultant. Aames said he believed he had
but that it didn't happen.

"Mr. Aames chose to call it Evans 1 and | will
make it really clear to our listening public
and to my fellow council members, | never at
any time submitted to you nor will ," a
ticked-off Evans said.

She added: "l want people to know it was
‘never an Evans plan nor an Evans desire."

Barrett questioned Aames' argument that
incumbents should not be drawn out
because they could end up representing
residents who never voted for them. Map 1,
which has moved forward, would draw Evans
out of Willow District and into Aames' Palo
Verde District. That would force Evans off

~ member.

term is up in about 18 months, whereas he

‘Councilwoman Evans asked Aames if he had

the council at the end of her term: She would
have to wait until Aames' term is up if she
chose to challenge him on the ballot.

"Why is it wrong for people who voted for
you to not have you, but it's OK to throw
Joan under the bus and disenfranchise all
her," Barrett said.

Pearson cut off the mayor, saying "this
council was out of order" for criticism of a

Barrett apologized but went on to say Evans
too would be unable to represent people
who voted for her.

Aames éxplained his logic. He said Evans'

has another 3 1/2 years on council, which
would mean if he was drawn into another
district, he would represent those who
hadn't voted for him for a longer period.

Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat asked the majority
to explain their vote. Apart from Aames,
Pearson is the only one who spoke up. He
said the council has followed a legal process,
and each map follows U.S. rules. He said the
public feedback was just that, feedback and -
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OPINIONS

b3y

4 thumb redistricting noses at voters

Our community should be outraged at
four council members, who are manipulat-
ing the system to preserve what seems to be
T their newly formed voting bloc
by hijacking the redistricting
process.

Initially, the City Council
unanimously voted to have an
independent firm draw redis-
tricting maps. The firm was in-
structed to not consider where

Peoria has a very big political problem.

My Turn

council members lived but
KIM PRICE rather to draw legal maps in the
OLSEN best interest of the city, its citi-

—=——————— zens and neighborhoods.
Six maps were developed and, over nearly a
year, city staff held community meetings, asking
citizens for input regarding the maps. Sounds ap-

propriate, right? _

Well, in the middie of what seemed to be a
transparent and respectful process, Councilman
Ron Aames realized that his political backside
would be at risk if certain maps were selected. So
Aames asked for three new maps, using council
members’ residential addresses as a priority, and
his three buddies crossed the line with him.

Aames argued against expert and legal advice
. that recommended the council go forward with

the six original maps because, he claims, other ci-
ties have made protecting council members’ in-
cumbency a priority. In the end, even the firm
that drew the maps refused to endorse the three
new maps requested by Aames.

The citizens of Peoria overwhelmingly se-
lected Map 5, one of the original maps. This map
is problematic for Aames, Dave Pearson, Tony
Rivero and Carlo Leone because it puts Aames in
Leone’s district. On the other hand, it makes good
sense because the purpose of redistricting is to
distribute residents equally across the city and
the growth has not been in their districts.

In an effort to preserve Aames’ council seat
and stoke what appears to be a “you scratch my
back, and I'll scratch yours” power grab, the
group narrowed the maps to three by tossing the
two maps most liked by the community. -

Aames, Pearson, Rivero and Leone ignored
hundreds of citizens who took the time to be in-
volved in the process. The additional maps and
meetings will cost the city taxpayers thousands
of dollars, plus staff and legal time, and will put
the city at risk of being accused of gerrymander-
ing. .

" A final council vote on a map is scheduled for
early July.

Kim Price Qlsen lives in Peoria.



By Ron Aames

Regarding the editorial “Peoria residents, l'ueupb.agaimlih:mgw"(l’eoﬁa
Republic, June 18): .

Peoria is i to be compliant with 2010 population numbers. Our
U.S. Coastitution stipulates that defining new districts is a legislative
mﬂw.wmemkﬁmm'tgowﬂnmdﬁmmis
often sought by citics, primarily to sce if there are communitics or
Mmemmmw@m

dlick 10 enlarge Six maps ware initially drawn and viewed by a small sumber of Peoria
umuﬁu.byoo\mlms,ﬂuxu&ﬁ!mlmpsmm

In editorial, nekqubllcedimiﬂbamnidﬂmﬁmwmdlmnbmhkuhm“egmﬁcmm"w
mﬂa-ddiﬁmﬂmpsbmmd:wblkhdahudymkwedmmwmwmgwﬂvkwbgm.
mﬁmﬂmdﬁmumhmpﬁuwmm&ﬁmmwmwmh
mmwmammmmwmwmmmmmﬁm
mmm?mmmmwwmmmnw.mmsmwmmm
board told its readers. : ) :

Mhmmwmmmurmwmmmﬁmmmwmwm
than a year. Mhp&MMNMW&mﬁmﬂ:m&m?ﬂWb b
mmmmmmmmmwnummmwhmawmmmm
At sbout this time, the council also leamed that the city sttomey was not correct concemning all the criteria be
uﬂ&commﬂmmfdbwmmduuuﬁqbqummmm
that we couldn’t consider where council members fived. We leamed we only had to draw contiguous districts

mwdmwmﬁmWAmdon'mﬁmmmmmﬁkwmmm
Pmiwhfly.hwnﬁlﬁdgﬂhpnﬁm?wﬁdﬁmsmwbowmﬂdmdmwho&dn'tmmm

lmwmmmwmmmwmmmm:mpwmmmmof
ﬂnﬁmiawhueﬁ:yw:ﬁdyehﬂdhmoﬂnmhyhthdﬂvﬁu:mvmmmm

. wmcﬁmdﬂnkﬂmifmdeaedoﬁdﬂkmmohdisﬁa,sheubeismhngadm But thatisn’t
mmmmmshadowmummummmmwumm :
hmhduofﬂﬁrmwhicbfwdnuofﬂnwm?wﬁaeamdlnmbuswmldbeimmymmd .
for the other three. 1% more years, - ) '

Many citis, including Mesa and Glendale, sipulate s 00c of their redistricting eritera that council membery not
be drawn out of their current districts. ‘Why, because they don’t want to discafranchise voters. Mesa cven has
mwmw&ummmwm«muwwimmmmnhmm
of what voting means in America. It should be 2 vital part in Peoria too. .
l'mmhsﬁmkmbk'akomﬂasusammwkmdlwbas“egm»gm".
consider in their decision-making. The four of us are duly elected representatives of citizens in Peoria i
mrlegishﬁvedn@otdnwinsmlps&ﬂwefedmb&foﬂhcdxymmdﬁm . . .

mkqubliccdimthlw“sumgncswhodm’tmlbwtdﬁzas. The definition of rogue is
mwmlt'savwmpm&mwwﬂfwmmm”m ’

Rou Aames represents the Palo Verde District on the Peoria City Council.

Monday, June 20, 2011 81 08:44 AM




Our View: The Arizona Republic editorial board, West Valley

Transparency in mmﬂ'ﬁswlm?wﬁuwidencmemspmmqiswﬁalhcymgﬂﬁngincwnﬁl

It looks horrible, but Peoria residents shouldn't turn away from it.

AmajolityofPeu-iaCityCmndlmanbushvemadchdmﬁeydm\mwhm&epeopleﬂ:ymwm
Thdrgmlismmtﬁatdisniaﬂmmmwpmamdrpdiﬁalm

mhopeofmwﬁﬁdamkmmcmmmmadﬁmiabamdaﬁswmmmdrpdhhl
strength. Few have been as blatant as some Peoria City Council members in pressing the issue.

Famehnlm,dumﬁa&mmﬁvmm:mkhgﬁmhww»mdkﬁa
thmNmmemmMmmmmwmaﬁmt«m
residents.
Thmehwhdwiﬁdwpmnyhfsmeﬂywhnﬂwymnpwi&wbmhqmwmdskwdkﬁﬂ
maps to the council. The results, however, were maps that threw several council members into new districts
meﬁzywwummmpmwhbmhmmbmifﬁeymwdmmmdrm

This is nothing new. It has happencd in Peoria in the past, and no onc made a firss,

Butmkﬁmablxldwcunﬁhmkmmmhmbmmhmbmdnﬂm
memapsﬁnww“mabhambmyapﬁaim&dohmhnykimaﬁbaw?mwm
additional maps over the objections of Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat and Councilwoman Joan
Evans.

Bmettaﬂedthcmim“sdfmhg”m“mlbomiuﬁon”ﬂenidlhedtyuedﬂwidmﬁalmh 1990,
1995 and 2000 without any objection.

"Ibecamcilagmedbﬂ!ispmmaeﬂunnymm”hesaid_“rohveitchngcdnthehs!mhnmis
outrageous.”™

mwykmkﬁaingmhmmmmdmmhckofmﬁcwmﬁcmwddmﬂcnﬂ
the criteria were stated from the beginning and that's how the process was conducted.

Last week, the council, after heated discussion with objectors, adopted three maps for consideration, including
one of the later creations considering incumbency. Two of the three are fairly straightforward; the third
resembles a Picasso piece. Public meetings on those maps were held this week.

Residents involved in the process now say city officials arc disregarding their suggestions in favor of their own
mﬁﬁdﬁmmﬁcwuwmmummamhwﬂtmwwﬂhwmm
Leone's district. But the public's preferred map was not selected as one of the final three for consideration.

’l‘hemageisﬂmﬂleymlbdon\mlbomwimn,“nidl(hnPﬁceOIsa:.whohadmmgedfdlow
mmwammmmhymeeﬁngmmdbﬁcﬁngﬁﬁgohgbbcmmmmqn(ﬁm)wm
out and get involved again when the council acts in their own i d

She's probably right, but we urge residents to fight that natural impulse. In light of what's happencd, this is the
mmhpmmﬁmfa?eﬁlmﬂmmuﬁd‘muhmmhwmﬂwmmupm
concept map June 21, A final vote is set for early July.
Publicoﬁdalshavcalupmsibiﬁwmﬂdrmﬁﬁmandwmhﬂmb&imuwof&cmmnhy.m
they act like egocentric rogucs, they deserve an earful from the people they serve.

Fridsy, June §7, 2011 2t 02:37 PM

e vt e, et s i

LRI

S i IO 17

it oot ) A



Citizens divided on redistrictin

By CAROLYN DRYER
’ Enitor

Atone of the three coun-
cil redistricting public meet-
ings held this week the first
one at Rio Vista Recreation
Center, citizens were-able
to look at the boundaries
on the three maps that made

the final cut. There was divi-

sion in the audience when it

came to the boundary lines
on map 8.

"One audience member,

" Richard Terbush, who lives

in the Willow District repre- -

* sented by Councilmember
Joan Evans, wanted to know
who was responsible for the
maps that were in the top
three. He said he wanted

to know the reasons why
councilmembers selected
those three, Maps 1, 2 and
8. :
- City Attorney Steve
Kemp said it was inap-
propriate. for him or any

member of cify staff or the

consultant, National De-
mographics Corporation,
to speak to what council
thought. He said Terbush
perhaps should be asking
councilmembers to answer
his question.

There were councilmem-

bers present at the redis-

tricting meeting: Evans,
Councilmember and Vice
Mayor Cathy Carlat, who
serves the Mesquite Dis-
trict; Councilmember Carlo

By CAROLYN
_DRYER
Ebitor

sat quietly during a brief
presentation, but fol-
lowing the presentation,
wasted no time in blast-
ing the purpose and cost

Mayor Bob Barrett

- Mayor calls new |
maps ‘self-serving’

of additional redistrict-
ing maps.

- Inaspecial study ses-
sion Tuesday afternoon,
Barrett sat with other
members of city coun-
cil as Chief Financial
Officer Brent Mattingly

More MAYOR on A2

Leone, Pine; Councilmem-
ber Tony Rivero, Acacia;
and Councilmember Ron
Aames, Palo Verde.

Carlat stood up and said,
“As you can sée, my district
at the top is divided by
Happy Valley Road. The
middle districts are not my
fight,” -

But she talked about
what was said during coun-
cil’s discussion about which
maps should make the final
three,

Referring to the three ex-
tra maps, Carlat said, “Idid
notdo that. I completely dis-

agree with the concept. Mr. )

Aames said in the council
meeting a specific request
for three maps with coun-

cilmembers in cach.”
Carlat said she would

like to have comments as

quickly as possible on the

final threc maps, and told -

the residents at the meet-
ing that maps 5, 3 and 4
received the highest public
input, but apparently did
not carry the weight they
should have.

Kemp said he would
work with NDC to get
the public’s input on the
remaining three maps as
quickly as possible.

Evans stood up and said,
-“Basically, what happened,

four people”selected those - -

More MAPS on A5
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Photo by Carolyn Dryer
Palo Verde District Councilmember Ron Aames lis-
tens Tuesday while citizens comment on the final
three maps being considered for redistricting.
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MAYOR: Maps ‘self- servmg From A

gave an overview of the city’s contract -
with National Demographics Corpora-
tion. It was a cut and dried summary,
which laid out in simple terms the
procurement process, members of the
evaluation committee, proposal compo-
nents, the selection process, evaluation
results and contract award.

Before he began, Mattingly said

it was an “open, competitive and fair

process.” He said the request for pro-
posals was standard and out of three

bids, NDC was selected after an August -

review and September interviews with
the three bidders.

Under the RFP criteria, bidders sub-
mitted their project plan and method
of approach, the firm’s experience,
staff capabilities and assignments, cost
considerations and conformance to the
city’s RFP.

The selection process was based

on an evaluation and scoring, with a’
| top of 1,000 points based on the RFP

submittal, and 500 points based on the
interview presentation and answers to
questions.

The results mdlcated NDC scored
810 points, Research Advisory Services
scored 790, and CityGate GIS chalked
up 725 points. Interviews resulted in
NDC obtaining 435 points, while Re-
search Advisory Services earned 335
points.

The contract was awarded Oct. 19,
2010.

" That statement ended Mattingly’s
presentation, and that was when Bar-
rett called on councilmembers with
any questions. Hearing none, Barrett
questioned Mattingly on the number of
times the redistricting contract came up
for discussion during council meetings

“In our pursuit
of self-
preservation
on council,
we're
spending tax-

payer .
dollars. Self-
serving maps

are expensive.’

Mayor
Bob Barrett

or study sessions before the contract
was awarded.

Mattingly replied, “On at least a
couple occasions.”

‘Then came Barrett’s comments
aimed at-certain councilmembers, al-
though they remained nameless. ‘

“In the contract we approved under
criteria (scope of work), Item 10, resi-
dence of councilmembers will not be
considered,” Barrett said.

(The actual wording reads: “The cur- -
rent residence of an incumbent Coun-
cilmember shall not be considered in
the formation of proposed new district
boundaries, nor shall the current resi-

“dence of an incumbent Councilmember

influence the final adoption of the new
district boundaries.”)
Following the study session, Barrett

_elaborated, saying, “Any new maps

council directed them to draw in addi-
tion to the original six cost the taxpayers
$1,250 per map. In our pursuxt of self-
preservatlon on council, we’re spending
taxpayer dollars. Self-serving maps are
expensive.”

Reach the reporter at cdryer@star-
times.com, or 623-847-4604.
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maps. The same four people
decided on the names (of
each district).”

One Palo Verde resident
asked about accountabil-
ity when it came to citizen
input on the various maps.
He asked how NDC would
know if he submitted 30
votes for one particular
map.

Kemp said the process
was simply a way for citi-
zens to comment, and it
was NDC'’s job to correlate
responses. He said it was
not a statistical process,
just a way for thie public to
comment.

The resident asked if
the reason the boundaries
were being changed was
to achieve socio-econom-
ic_balance,and boundary
lines were to correspond to
changing demographics.

Kemp said the.process
is meant to keep communi-
ties of interest together and
eliminate retrogression.

Willow District resident
Jan Wilson objected to the
new maps, saying she went

to one of the meetings inthe .

beginning of the redistrict-
ing process and she did not
like having new maps. She
said it was her opinion that
map 1 was the best even
though, “sadly, Mrs. Evans
is out of the district.”
Aames again stood to
comment, saying, “To keep
harping citizens were not
~ considered, my constituents
said their maps weren’t
considered.”
Aames pointed to the
comments received for the
first six maps, and espe-

cially map S, the numbers

for which, he said, were

said map 5 received 518
votes compared to 11 votes
for map 1, three votes for
map 2, and seven votes for
map 4.) He talked about
his career in marketing
research, where, he said,
he never saw ‘such a high
deviation.

“So, I'm not going to

Photos by Carolyn Dryer
Councilmember and Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat, right,
and Councilmember Joan Evans, seated across the
aisle, listen to comments during the public meet-
ing Tuesday at Rio Vista Recreation Center. Coun-
cilmember Ron Aames is seated in the background

“unbelievably high.” (He.

at right.

pay much attention to that,”
Aames said. “Some person
went very wild on No. 5.”

He said the redistrict-
ing process was not an art
contest, referring to the
unusual shapes on map
8, which is the additional
map that leaves all current
councilmembers in their
same districts.

“I’'m looking for conti-
nuity from past districts,”
Aames said. .

Councilmember Carlo
Leone suggested NDC was
late in getting the maps
to councilmembers, and
blamed the city attorney
and city management for
the lateness. He talked about
not wanting to see two col-
leagues Tunning against
each other as the reason he
supported map 8.

Willow District resi-
dent Kim Price Olsen said
Leone’s remark about two
colleagues voting against
each other is “not the reason
for redistricting. Map 8 is
all about protecting incum-
bents. It does not keep cohe-
sive districts together.

“This plan is for 10 years,
not the three years Ron
Aames has left on his term.
Although it may be legal,
it’s not right. No. 1 is the
best map for the city.”
Aames responded by

City Attorney Steve Kem explains the legalities of redistricting to citizens at
a meeting Tuesday afternoon at Rio Vista Recreation Center. National Demo-
graphics Corporation senior research analyst Justin Levitt is at right.

'the 2012 elections. This will

saying, “We’re all entitled
to our opinion, not neces-
sarily the right opinion. All
are legitimate maps.”

More redistricting

meetings scheduled

Peoria citizens are en-
couraged to attend any or all
of the public meetings listed
below that will be held
pertaining to this process.
At each meeting, concept
maps will be displayed that
portray suggested district
boundaries.

+ June 21- Public com-
ment will be presented by
the consultant to city coun-
cil, with the intent of select-
ing a final concept map that
evening. The meeting will
be held during a council
meeting 5 to 9 p.m. at Peoria
Council Chambers, 8401 W.
Monroe St.

« July 5- City Council
will ratify the final concept
map. Pending Justice De-
partment approval, that plan
will set the district lines for

be held 5 to 9 p.m. during a
regular council meeting at
Peoria Council Chambers,
8401 W. Monrie St.

Sessions are open to the
public and will be telecast
on Cox channel 11 and at’
www.peoriaaz.gov/Peori-
aTV.




MduMdeﬁaspmmmmsgadwﬁngaMmlyﬁngpubﬁchput They used that iniput to create six
mapsﬂmtsatisﬁcdfedaalglﬂdelinsandmoognmddwdﬁhmandmedsofdwpeopkoﬂwﬁ;. :
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- Can't believe what's going on
Sherry Davis | Posted: Thursday, June 16, 2011 6:15 pm

What happened to the Peoria city council? They used to be so good and now they are doing this horrible thing
with the new districts. And all because two members are afraid they mlght lose their seats. They ought o be
ashamed of themselves

I cannot believe what's going on down at city hall. The people voted.overwhelmingly for a plan and the council
members (it was those 4 men that always vote together) just simply ignored the results. Doesn't it matter

N anymore what the people want? Is it all in the hands of a couple of councﬂ men who worry the voters might vote

them out" Well, we will.

‘Do Mr.: Aames and Mr. Pearson really think the voting public in Peoria doesn't know what's going on? That we
don't recogmze dlrty politics when we see it? You guys better wake up or we might just recall you now and not
wait for the next election. The council in Surprise got out of hand and the people there kicked them all out.

So we're not a_ Democracy in Peoria any more? I understand the redistricting Plan 5 got the most votes by a huge
margin‘but because it didn't protect the seats of a couple of councilmen, they just threw our votes away, wasted
all that money on consultants then forced the consultants to come with a new plan, at more cost, whlch would
.protect their butts! I guess Aames and Pearson don't care about the publlc any more.

I watched the Peorla council meeting on channel 11 and I was absolutely dumbfounded by Mr. Aames silly
statements. He worried that he would be representing people who didn't vote for him. Doesn't he know that he
represents all the people of Peoria, not just those who voted for him? He's such a joke. Since he thinks so little of
us then I guess we_‘ll just have to vote for someone else, anyone else, at the next election.

Has anyone looked at that monstrosity of a redistricting map that Aames and Pearson came up with? Their plan
8 distriet ambles all over the city make no sense whatsoever except, of course, that the jerry-rigged lines keep

them 1n office. Someone needs to draw new lines that put them in Glendale or Youngtown, anyplace to get them |
out of Peoria. ° | |

Sherryi Davis

http://u\frww.peotiatimes.cbm/Opinion/ letters_to_the editor/article cc2c4c02-9785-11 €0-b055-001cc4c002... 6/20/2011
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By Kim Price Olsen

Peoria has a very big political problem. Our community should be outraged at
Mqoundlmbus.whommmipuhﬁnglhesymwp:mwht
seemsbbe&dr,mdy—fmmedvodngblocbyhijackingdmwdisﬂiﬁing
process. !

Initially, the city council unanimously voted to have an independent firm draw .
" council members live but rather to draw legal maps in the best interest of the
city, its citizens and ncighborhoods.

&ﬁxmapswedcvdopedaﬁdw#apﬁodofmﬂyuym.dumﬂ'hdd
mﬂﬁplemmunitymeeﬁng.askingdﬁwmfaixwﬂngmﬁngﬁcsix

wm.mmm«kofmmmuammwlpmwmmmmqm

political backsid mnﬂﬁgﬁnmmm_&mnufaswmmmm
mwsmmmsam.mmmmmummm .

Asmes argucd sigsinst expect and legal advioe which recommended the council go forward with the 6 original
mmkmmmmmmwmh’sw:ﬁﬁm In the end,

mdﬁzuuoﬂeoﬁ;werwhdmhgly;wmap#xmofﬂwaiginalm This map is problematic for
Aames; Pearson, Rivero, and Leone because it puts council member Aames in Carlo Leone’s district. On the
other hand, it makes good sense because the purpose of redistricting is to distribute residents oqually across the
city and the growth has not been in their districts. ) -

hmﬁmbmm’ﬁmumwmmwmuawmmybadt,mdl'll :
Mym"mwummwdﬂnmbdnwbymhgﬂ:mmmﬁhdbym 3
community, L ) ’ te o

Aames, Pearson, Rivero and Leone completely ignored hundreds of citizens who took the time to be involved in |
mmmﬁmmmmmmmmwwdmpmmﬂm
legal time, and it puts the city at risk of being accused of gemymandering. )

The final vote for redistricting will be held on June 21. This beaves very little time for community input
5t whm&dbpﬁdp&.mﬁmlhﬂamwdwwwmqmmw

Kim Price Olsen lives in Peoria.

Thursday, huae 16, 2011 2101:29 PM
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Redlstnctmg map proposals
.causing dissent in Peoria

. by Sonu Munshi - Jun. 16, 2011 10:32 AM
* The Arizona Republic -

'Peoria residents this week expressed anger
: and frustration over the late insertion of

. three new proposals for redrawing the City

- Council district lines.

i They said the additions, which came at the

. behest of Councilman Ron Aames, brushed
-aside residents' input and pushed for a

- gerrymandered map that keeps incumbents
.in their districts.

“"This was a ridiculous step,” Peoria resident
' Mike Hutchinson said at a public meeting on
red:stnctmg

A majority of reS|dents speaklng at
: Tuesday's meeting at the Peoria Community
: Center opposed the move.

-Aames defended the addition in a heated

; argument with a resident. . He said the city
attorney had led the council to believe
:incumbency by federal law could not be a

! factor in redistricting. Aames said he later
!realized it could be. Mesa and Glendale, for
' instance, consider where council members

' live when redrawing maps to adjust for

. population growth.

: Aames said the city's redistricting

: consultants at National Demographics
Corporation, appeared to have gone out of
: their way to exclude at least one council

. gerrymandering.

Redistricting, a process that happens every

“member, which he said could be considered

10 years after the census, raised some
council members' concemns when the
consultant unveiled six maps this spring.
Each map, drawn up after meetings to gather
community input and based on factors such
as keeping a roughly equal population in
each district, put two council members in the
same district. That meant one council
member would lose. .

Late last month , Aames and three other.
council members, Dave Pearson, Tony Rivero
and Carlo Leone, directed the consultant to
draw three more maps that preserved
incumbents.

The council last week narrowed the number
of maps to three: two were from the original
set, while the final one preserved all
incumbents.

The three maps were shown to the public
Tuesday and Wednesday to gather feedback
before council selects one on Tuesday.

The impact of each map includes:
- Map 1: Councilwoman Joan Evans would be

drawn out of Willow District. She would
become part of Aames' Palo Verde District.
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‘Because Aames was re-elected last year, she
'would have to wait about two years after
‘completing her current term to run for office
‘if she wanted to represent Palo Verde.

-;- Map 2: Pearson would be drawn out of
‘Ironwood District. He would find himself in

‘Aames' Palo.Verde District. Pearson would be .

:in the same situation as Evans under Map 1.
B Map 8 preserves all incumbents.

:Map 8 has Aames support, but drew the ire
.of residents and Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat,
iwho said it's not contiguous and doesn't
|:make geographic sense. Carlat said Map 8
:would redraw Evans' district into an area she
idoesn't have anything to.do with on a daily
'basis. ' :

"She doesn't 4drive on those streets, she
'doesn't shop in those stores,” Carlat said.
Evans supported Map 1 even though it would
.draw her out. "One is the only one solid in
ievery community,” she said. '

'Resident Joe McCord pointed at two maps he
.brought to show the shape of Palo Verde and
‘Willow districts in Map 8, which he described
ras "a complete train-wreck.”

EAn upset Karen Garbe, who lives in north
‘Peoria, said the decision to preserve
.incumbents didn't "make any sense.”

"He dbesn't read a contract," Garbe said of
 Aames.

‘That was in reference to something Mayor
:Bob Barrett highlighted at a council meeting
.earlier Tuesday.

'Barrett read aloud an excerpt of the council-
approved contract with the redistricting

- Barrett said Aames should have read the

will of constituents. Pam-Potter sided with

Plus, she said, it wouldn't be fair for

consultant, which states: "Unless NDC is
otherwise directed by the city, the
residences of incumbent council members
will not be a consideration in the '
development of district plans.”

contract.

Aames said he hadn't seen that portion of
the contract. He said the contract was
approved on the council's consent agenda, a
listing of routine items that are approved in.
one fell swoop. Aames said next time he'll
ensure such contracts are looked at more
closely with greater discussion.

Still, Aames said he, too, was following the

Aames, her councilman. She questioned how
much community input the consultant had
taken into-account when she was able to
come up with a- map that preserved everyone
and still met federal guidelines on equal
population in each district.

residents to. be represented by a council
member they didn't elect and for an
incumbent to represent residents who never
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§VOted for him or her.

‘Leone said it's unfair to blame some on the
:council when the council and residents
.received the detailed population data late,
‘which made it difficult to do a careful
ranalysis of the maps.

:He blamed the fracas on the city manager,
§the city attorney and the consultant.

fAfte'r Tuesday's selection, the final map
ishould be up for a formal council vote at its
;ﬁrst meeting in July. If the U.S. Department of
-Justice approves it, the new council lines
‘would take effect for council elections next
fall.
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Peoria redistricting Is a self-serving disgrace

What happened to the Peoria City Councif?

Cwnalmmbasusedmbesogwdnﬂmmeymdomgmuhmrbhmmgwuhﬂwuwmmm
because two members arc afraid they might lose their seats. They ought to be ashamed of themselves.

lmwmmﬁgmmnmmmmkmmwmmwfanphnmdﬂw
council members (it was those four men who always vote together) just simply ignored the results. Doesn't it
mmmwmmemkmm?knmmﬂ:hndsoflmleormmwhommm
might vote them out? Well, we will! -

DowmalmmbaskmAmandDavePwmmﬂy&mkdtwdngwblicthﬁadm\hwwh{s
gomgon?Mwedon‘treeopmedmypohuawhmweseeﬁ?

nguysbdﬁuwnkeupuwemghmstmﬂymmdnﬁwmfuﬂwnmdecummmmlmSurpnse
gotwtofhandnndﬂwpeopleduehckndﬂnndlm .

lwatdnedmel’eonaemmdlmeeungouChmd llmdlwasabsolumly«hmbfmmdedbym Amv:ssilly
statements about the redistricting process. He worried that he would be representing people who didn't vote for
him. Doesn't he know that he represents alt the people of Peoria, not just those who voted for him? He's such a
)okc.Smcehcthmbsol‘mleofusﬂmlmw:’llhsthavemmformmdse.mymdse.ndxnm
clection. -
Hnsnwonethtmﬂdaﬁmmgmﬁﬂkmd?mmupwnh?ﬂwu?hns
ﬁmm;mmumymmmmm«mummmwmwm
in office. -

mmmmemmmmW«Ymmwmgmmde
—Sherry Davis, Peoria -

Volce of the people Ignored

Ummdmmmrmﬂmkmmmmwmmm
mmequlpopuhuonswnhnudl

Citizen participation was hxghlymmgedmdwﬁcmm fc usemdetaﬁfinmg

wnpmt:plaeunﬂﬂofn:wdiﬁncthnﬁ.?mmdﬂmm&ﬂnsnsk mdmbmmcdhmdmdsof
maps to the city. .

mmmmmwmmwwmmmmmmmmm
) mmawﬂmummwmmmmmmwm

MWMpanofﬂ:cumcsublsbdbya(yoﬁualsmdmmmtsthcvaeeofﬂ:epeoplc.Ymdcn‘t
dnngethemmaﬁermeﬁabewxseywdon\lihdtam!

Fahmmdlmanbasmw&nquaaddmomlmshamcmmm:manml
Ywmﬂ:mhngmbofymdvammmﬂwpeoph

ThnkymeayorBomeeﬂ,VweMwCaﬂwCuhuMCmdlwommlmEvawmmly
hamedmﬂwmﬂof?mmdmﬁhnnwdupfammmmeﬂbmmfoﬂowmgmmdpmdxmg
logical district boundaries.-
—Lynda Reithmann, Peoria

Thursday. hune 16, 2011 2102:03 PM




Rndmmngm?eomhsgonebcyonddnmdnwmgofemmdldsma
banxhnesmdentuedbnghlypohhqlumy

staff misled him and council. He said the city attomey led council to believe .
" incumbency could not by foderal law be considered when redrawing lines to
adjustfnrpopulatlcngmwd).

mtﬁmnmbdmlhn-mmmaddmmwmghfswmlmﬂysmm.
. lbokumewrseom:amthmredmmungcomﬂmnm
Demoagraphics Corporation. -

o Mayor Bob Barfett told the Westside Insider that questions bad come up and
be wanted it discussed in public. . . P .

'Oﬂnuewnalmanbashavebemmahngnmscsmm, Bammd.'lfedliheweandulwnhthoseht
wecmdulwnhd:osempublnc,

ltmxywdlmlybethtidisalsionCmndlmnotmmmymminaMsudm

Bmm&hy&cnmmﬂmmmlwmumaw&mmmm'UMNDCu
othamx(ﬁmwedbyﬂndv.ﬂntmmofmambmmmbaswmwbeamﬂawmm&e

'dcvelopmmt of district plans.”

mmhtwmdltppmvedmmwﬁiﬂmtqmﬁmﬁcmywnid -
Aames clurlyhadﬂlcoppmxnnymmdmcmm Barrett said

Aames said he hadn't scen that portion of the contract earlier. Heaidﬁemwwwwedonﬁewml‘s
wmagmda,lhmgofmmmmnmappmedhmfdlm Amsadmumehe’ﬂm
wdloommloobdltdoselywnhmdmm ’

: Rdmmbmnmmwﬁhmhm&ummddmmswmmmu

mwtmmmmhukeqmgmguyeqmmhmmmmmmwgmum '
hrgeHmmcchstamﬂteOldTmm

Ead:ofﬂnmopnmsmmmwhmbasmmcmtﬁsu\a.mmgmwddmm

Mmmdhemhmawamdmhvedmostmmoﬂhmwaybamnhsmw
ber > ' ’ ,-

.

Aamapomtedwthtodwrmmch«ﬁngﬁlm‘hlemdemhnaponnhchwwﬂmanbmm
their districts.

Late last month, Aames and three other council members (Dave Pearson, Touy Rivero and Carlo Leonc) directed
ﬂwmlmmbdrawﬂmememapsﬂmmedmmbm :

‘ Aamsaldhewnsfoﬂowmgﬂ:cwuﬂofemmummdnsMukmebomdhemﬂhsm&hdm

wm&fwmapsthatmmgmddmsmdsﬁllpmedmmmbems.

The council last weck narrowed the mumber of maps to three: two were from the original set of maps that would
displace incumbents, whilk: the finaf one preserved all incumbents,

MmmmmmmmhcmwmwmmmmmMaﬁnﬂ
mmmemwmmmmmmm

Here'salookatﬂnepohhcalmpaqofﬂd:map-

Map I: Cmnalwomanloanﬁvmwﬂdcﬁwuvdybedmwnwtbcwscbsmdbmmmed?mv«de

- and District B, Willow. That means Evans would be placed in Palo Verde, which is Aames’ district. Since Aames
- was re-clected last year, shcwwldhavetowmfoubamwoymn&asavmgmheramanwmbcfonshe

could run for office if she wanted to represent Palo Verde.

Map 2; CounqlmanDave. who rep I ‘stum,wmuldbeduwnombeuusehcww!dfmd
hmelfml’n!oVudeDnsma.ordistmtD SohcwwldbemthcsamcsmnhonnsEvmunchapl

Mzp 8: Preserves all incumbents.
mmmvicwtonighfs'cmmilmee_ﬁng,

Tuesday, June 14, 2011 st 10 AM
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Peoria City Council narrows
redistricting maps to 3
.choices

| 'by Sonu Munshi - Jun. 12, 2011 12:00 AM

i The Arizona Republic

‘The Peoria City Council shortlisted three
‘maps outlining new political-district
‘boundaries that would apply to council
.elections for the next 10 years.

“The council on Tuesday, amid an
.acrimonious backdrop, narrowed the
-options from nine proposed maps.

‘Councilman Ron Aames, who last month got
‘a council majority to support drawing three

.| .new maps to preserve incumbents, had

'some tense exchanges with the city's
‘redistricting consultant. The latter made
.clear his disapproval of adding maps after
:public meetings had already occurred.
;Mayor Bob Barrett and Vice Mayor Cathy
{Carlat said the additional maps were

| ‘politically self-serving.

§Several residents spoke in favor of Aames,
iwhile one opposed the new maps.

;Ultimately, the council chosé one of those
newly-added maps among the final three.
"Maps 1, 2 and 8 will go before residents in

Rivero's support.

Map 1 puts Evans and Aames in the same
district. Map 2 puts Aames and Pearson in
the same district and Map 8 preserves all
incumbents.

The council boundaries were certain to
change to better distribute residents in each
district as the city has gained 45,000
residents since 2000, largely in the Mesquite
District. From the beginning, City Attorney
Steve Kemp maintained that incumbency
would not be a consideration. But after the
release of the six maps, each putting two
council members in the same district, Aames
said he realized other cities had asked that
incumbents not be drawn out.

He said he felt staff misled the council into
thinking that keeping incumbency out of the
equation was a federal mandate. It resulted
in last month's vote to add the additional
maps that would keep every council member
in his or her district. Leone, Pearson and
Rivero had sided with Aames.

Barrett, ‘Carlat and Joan Evans had said the
addition of the new maps this late in the
game was unfair to residents, who
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'three meetings June 14 and 15. The council
'should decide on a final map at its June 21
‘meeting and vote on it in early July.

: Public feedback was overwhelmingly for Map
:5 in which Aames would have gone into

| Councilman Carl Leone's district.But it did

not get Aames, Leone, Dave Pearson or Tony
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parhcupated in multiple public meetings to
| ‘give input on the original six maps.

‘On Tuesday, redistricting consultant Alan
Heslop said his firm, National Demographics
Corp., does not endorse the new maps
;preserving incumbents because of that lack
.of public input.

‘Heslop reiterated that keeping an equal
;population in each district was the main
:criteria Peoria laid out, as well as keeping
together communities of interest such as
Iarge neighborhoods. Where incumbents live
‘was not to be considered, he said. '

g"The city is changing the rules of the game at
:a very unfortunate stage," Heslop said.

éThe consultant cautioned city Iead'ers that
:adding new maps without much public input
:could lead to a backlash.

“"There are political repercussions if you
draw plans that are perceived to protect
lincumbency,” he said, adding that people
.expect governments to be "open and
3transparent " '

‘Aames had mentioned that Glendale
oonsndered incumbency when redrawing its
:boundanes but Heslop said that was a
idirection city leaders did from the start. And
‘even in Glendale, federal and state guidelines
‘would trump that direction if necessary, he
-said.

:Joe McCord, of Peoria, said he was
‘disappointed the council was disregarding
‘public feedback, which was given only on the
first six maps. He called the additional maps
-gerrymandering, the mapping process of
‘protecting political interests.

Aames reiterated that he felt misled by city

staff on the guidelines at the outset.

Aames said he felt there was no effort made
to maintain council members in their
districts when it could have been done. He
said it would be unfair for a council member
to be out of his or her district and be forced
to represent a district in which people never
voted for him or her. Aames still has 3 1/2
years left in his term.

Evans after the meeting said that Map 8 is
not in the city's best interest "because it's
too spread out."
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Peona council narrows
Lredlstrlctlng maps to 3

by Sonu Munshi Jun. 12, 2011 12: 00 AM
171e Arizona Republic

‘The Peoria City Council shortlisted three
'|:maps outlining new political-district
iboundaries that would apply to council
.elections for the next 10 years.

'The council this week narrowed the options
from nine proposed maps.

“}:Councilman Ron Aames, who last month got

‘a council majority to support drawing three
‘new maps to preserve incumbents, had
'some tense exchanges with the city's
‘redistricting consultant. The latter made
:clear his disapproval of adding maps after
public meetings had already occurred.
‘Mayor Bob Barrett and Vice Mayor Cathy
:Carlat said the additional maps were
:politically self-serving..

:Several residents spoke in favor of Aames,
.while one opposed the new maps.

‘Ultimately, the council chose one of those
newly added maps among the final three.
iMaps 1, 2 and 8 will go before residents in
.three meetings June 14 and 15. The council
:should decide on a final map at its June 21
-meeting and vote on it in early July.

Aames and Pearson in the same district, and
Map 8 preserves all incumbents.

The council boundaries were certain to

- change to better distribute residents in each

district as the city has gained 45,000
residents since 2000, largely in the Mesquite
District.

From the beginning, City Attorney Steve
Kemp maintained that incumbency would not
be a consideration. '

But after the release of the six maps, each
putting two council members in the same
district, Aames said he realized other cities
had asked that incumbents not be drawn
out.

He said he felt staff misled the council into
thinking that keeping incumbency out of the
equation was a federal mandate. It resulted
in last month's vote to add the additional
maps that would keep every council member
in his or her district. Leone, Pearson and
Rivero had sided with Aames.

Barrett, Carlat and Evans had said the
addition of the new maps this late in the
game was unfair to residents, who

Page 1 of 3
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Pubhc feedback was overwhelming for Map 5
'in which Aames would have gone into ‘
| Councilman Carl Leone’s district. But it did

‘not get support from Aames, Leone, Dave
"Pearson or Tony Rivero.
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‘Map 1 puts Councilwoman Joan Evans and
Aames in the same district. Map 2 puts

Print Powered 8y (l@]FormatDynamics”)

. http:/(Wivw.azc_entral.COrn/arizonarepublic/local/articles/ZO1 1/06/12/20110612peoria-counci... 7/6/2011



- Format Dynamics :: CleanPrint :: http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles... Page 2 of 3

ARIZONA S HOME PAGE

participated in multiple public meetings to
“give input on the original six maps.

' On Tuesday, redistricting consultant Alan

1 Heslop said his firm, National Demographics
. Corp., does not endorse the new maps

. preserving incumbents because of that lack
.of public input.

. Heslop reiterated that keeping an equal
-population in each district was the main
 criteria Peoria laid out, as well as keeping
.together communities of interest such as

i farge neighborhoods.

EWhere incumbents live was not to be
.considered, he said.
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Redistricting plans down to 3‘

Photo by Caro/yn Dryer
Mesquite District resndent Joe McCord expresses his dlsdam
for the way Peoria City Council added three additional maps
to the six preferred by residents at previous public meetings.
He brought a map showing the boundaries of one council dis-
trict drawn on Plan 7.

By CAROLYN DRYER
EpIiToR

It wasn’t pretty, but the pro-
cess that took place Tuesday
evening got the job done. Coun-
cil decided on the final three
redistricting concept maps it
would like to present to the pub-
lic during five different meetings
in the next few weeks.

-Included in the top three maps
(1,2, 8) is No. 8, which was one
of the three additional concepts
council requested be drawn up
by redistricting consultant, Na-
tional Demographics Corpora-
tion (NDC).

Alan Heslop, consultant to
NDC, stood before council and
talked about the redistricting

_process in Pcoria, calling it an

excellent one in which “citizens
of Peoria can congratulate them-
selves.” He said six meetings,
one in each council district, werc
held in January, and criteria was
established excluding political
viewpoints and incumbent ad-
dresses. National Demograph-

ics also hosted two minority
meetings.

Heslop said 410 dctallcd
comments were received in
May, there were multiple daily
contacts, and therc was a volume
of public input.

You engaged citizens in this
process and thcy answerced
you.” '

Heslop then said that at the

end of the process, threc morc

concept maps were requested.
Hc emphasized that the last three
concept maps were not endorsed
by NDC. He went further, saying
the city has the power to draw
plans, but it should excreisc that

power with care, noting there

were legal requirements that
have to be met.

“You cannot protect incum-
bents at the expense of a minor-
ity,” he said.

In addition, Heslop said, there -

arc Arizona statutes that contain
“unusually strong language on
compactness,”
straints that must be satisficd.
“But, I'm not clear as to the

and legal con--

public’s rcaction to thesc plans
beccause we haven’t had public
-reaction,” Heslop said. - .

He said there are political
repercussions of it is perceived
negatively by the public. He
mentioned two other jurisdic-

tions where a city attorncy de- |

\

l

cided that if district lines drew

an incumbent out of a district,
that incumbent had to rcsign

immecdiately. He said another-

Jjurisdiction used incumbent
criteria to redistrict, and that

critcria was stated at the begin- |
ning of the process. However, he.

said that particular jurisdiction
has not expcrienced the extent
of population gain nor cxtent
of population shift that Pcoria
has.

|
i
!
|

l
1

Heslop said NDC has donc its -

best in the redistricting process
and would assist the city the best
of its ability.
“But we would urge full pub-
lic process,” he said.
Councilmember Ron Aames

More MAPS on A2



MAPS: More public meetings, ron

said Heslop was correct that NDC
was asked to provide three additional
concept maps. But he also said he felt
NDC, by drawing maps that had one
councilmember automatically out of
his/her district, “you definitely went
out to exclude.”

“Continuity is the word I like,”
Aames said. “Preserve the way voters
have voted.”

In the first six maps, Aames said not
one represented all councilmembers
staying in the same district. He said
he asked for block by block data two
weeks ago and just received that in-
formation Tuesday before the council
study session. He said after looking at
revised data, he was concerned about
the legitimacy of maps 1 through 6.

“In terms of citizen input, they drew
maps with all council people in their
districts, but you didn’t consider that.
1 know when we get to map 8, mine is
more compact than yours, and I made
sure minority concentration is Kept.

“I’'m not pleased with some of the
staff here or the councrl including
myself.”

He then began to cite the city clerk
and planning department, saying the re-
districting process should not be under
the city attorney.”

Mayor Bob Barrett mterrupted
Aames momentarily to caution him
about veering away from the topic at
hand, and especially for pointing fingers
at certain department heads.

Aames continued, “I feel council
didn’t take full responsibility — it let
things happen.”

Councilmember Dave Pearson asked
Heslop if all nine maps met the federal
requirement, and Heslop said all met
the population requirement and to the

best of his technical knowledge, it met -

minority requirement. Heslop said the
Department of Justice will look with
particular care at the way the process

has afforded minorities, but that every .

“technical” need was met.

Turning to Aames, Heslop expressed
disappointment at the councilmembers
-inference that NDC finagled census
data.

“There is a public interest in main-
taining continuity,” Heslop said. “It
is absurd to suggest we did not take
that into consideration ... This city is
changing the rules of the game at a very
important stage.”

“I"m very happy to hear there are no
errors,” Aames said. “I think some of
the problem is council did not take the
responsibility.”

(At this time, Barrett opened the
public comments section to get citizen
opinions. He also asked each council-
member to choose their three prefer-
ences to present at updoming public
meetings. Four residents of Aames’
Palo Verde District said they wanted to
keep him as their councilmember.

A fifth resident in the Mesquite Dis-
trict, Joe McCord, brought an enlarged -
concept map of Plan 7, which has one
district winding around two others ina
horseshoe shape.

McCord said, “Youmade a covenant
with me and the citizens of Peoria.
Provided us with detailed background
material, even a ballot to vote with. We
did everything you asked.”

After all of the public meetings,
McCord said 900 voted for plans 1
through 6.

“Now, you want to disregard that
covenant,” McCord said, calling the ad-
ditional three maps a “pernicious politi-
cal ploy. Not in Peoria. There’s a word
for what you‘re doing — gerrymander-
ing. Keep your covenant because it’s
the right thing to do.”

The next speaker, a Palo Verde Dis-
trict resident; said, “I’m not sure every-
one in Peoria likes to be represented by
someone we didn’t elect either.”

He said he and his wife drew up four
maps that kept all councilmembers in
their district.and- with demographics
taken into consideration. He said he has
lived in Peoria since 1969 and Aames
was the only councilmeniber he had
met going door to door. His preference
was Map 8, which keeps everyone in
place.

At the end, Maps 1,2 and 8 were
approved as the finalists, and council
decided to go ahead and give each area
of each map a name.

In Map 1, A is Mesquite, B - Wil-
low, C - Ironwood, D - Palo Verde, E
- Acacia, and F - Pine.

In Map 2, A — Mesquite, B — Iron-
wood, C — Willow, D — Palo Verde, E
— Acacia, F — Pine.

In Map 8, A — Mesquite, B — Wil-
low, C ~ Ironwood, D — Palo-Verde, E
— Acacia, F - Pine. .

To view the maps, visit www.peori-
aaz.gov, click on “Redistricting.”

Public redistricting meetings start next week

Using the 2010 Census figures,
the City of Peoria is in the process
of redrawing the City’s current elec-
toral district boundary lines. YOUR
involvement and input is needed. You
b arc cncouraged to attend any or all of
the public meetings listed below that
will be held pertaining to this process.
At each meeting, concept maps will
be disolayed that portray suggested
district boundaries. Your comments,
suggestions, and ideas on the presented
concept maps will be requested.

June 14 and 15- City will conduct
public scoping meetings, giving resi-
dents a.chance to indicate their prefer-
ences among the final three maps.

Two June 14 meetings will be held

3 to 4:30 p.m. at Rio Vista Recre-

ation Center Lakeview Room, _8866-A'

W. Thunderbird Road

7 to 8:30 p.m., Peoria Community
Center Main Conference Room, 8335
W. Jefferson St.

The June 15 meeting will be held
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Sunrise Mountain
Library Community Room, 21109 N.
98th Ave.

«June 21- Public comment will be
prescnted by the consultant to the City
Council, with the intent of selecting a
final concept map that evening. This
meeting will be held during a council
mecting 5 to 9 p.m.at Peoria City Hall,
8401 W. Monroe St. .

«July 5- City Council will ratify the
final concept map. Pending Justice
Department approval, that plan will set
the district lines for the 2012 elections.
This will be held 5 to 9 p.m. during a
regular council meeting at Peoria City
hall, 8401 W. Monroe St.
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Barrett Carlat and Evans listened to people S wnll
| Lynda Renthmann | Posted: Thursday, June 9, 2011 8:30 pm

Upon leaming of preliminary census numbers, City of Peoria officials determined the need to re-draw district
' lines to ensure equal populations within each district. |

Citizen’ partlcxpatlon was highly encouraged and specific criterion was provided for use in determining
approprlate placement of new district lines. Peoria residents took this task to heart and submltted hundreds of .
maps to the City of Peoria.

Now that the maps have been narrowed down to six, a number of city councilmembers who find themselves
residing outside their district boundaries, have demanded new maps be produced to ensure they maintain
residency within their districts. |

This wés not part of the criteria established by city officials and their request totally circumvents the voice of the
people 'You don't change the criteria after the fact because you don't like the outcome. For the councilmembers
who supported the request for additional maps, shame on you. This is politics as usual You are thinking only of
yourselves and not about the people.

Thank you to- Mayor Bob Barrett, Vice-Mayor Cathy Carlat and Councﬂmember Joan Evans. You not only
- listened to the will of Peoria residents, but stood up for their good-falth efforts in following criteria and
: producmg logical district boundaries. ‘ '

Lynda Reithmann

 http://www.peoriatimes.com/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/article_3295940-92a7-1 1€0-9¢85-001cc4c002... 6/20/2011
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By CAROLYN DRYER
EbITOR

Six concepts have al-
ready been drawn up for
Peoria City Council to
.ponder. That does not
mean council has to select
from one of them.

It just got more com-
plicated. After a 4-3 vote
Tuesday at a special meet-
ing, council voted to have
National Demographics,

its redistricting consultant,
draw up three additional
maps that would keep
current councilmembers
within the boundaries of
their existing districts.
Mayor Bob Barrett was
one of the dissenting voters
(Councilmember Joan Ev-
ans and Vice Mayor Cathy
Carlat also dissented), and
before the vote was taken,
said he felt the public
was not being served by

| | www.peoriatimes.com -
Redistricting divides incumbent interests
Council vote brings total maps for conSIderatlon to nine

adding three more plans
for review since they had
already had input in the six
maps already drawn up.
He said adding three more
maps that would keep
current councilmembers
in their existing districts
“reeks” of self-interest.
Barrett said, “Standards
were not imposed on coun-
cil. Anyone who had heart-

burn with that could have.

objected at that time.”

He pointed to thrce pre-
vious occasions in 1990,
1995 and 2000, when
councilmembers were
drawn out of their districts.
In the last district bound-
ary change, former Mayor
and Mesquite Council-

Quat 4, aoll

member Ken Forgia was

drawn out of the Mesquite .
- District when Westbrook

Village becamc part of the
Ironwood District.
Willow District Coun-
cilmember Joan Evans
came out strongly against

June 3, 2011

“adding threc more maps to
the pool, saying “I think it
bchooves us to be states-
pcople ...My goal is to
scc what’s best for Peoria
.. Serve our citizens.”

More REDISTRICT on A2
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Clty manager calls new publlc
mformatlon ma‘nager a ‘natural fit’

Peoria has tapped. Bo :

ALarsen a former public
relations director for

Banner Thunderbijrd

'Medical Center, to be
its new publxc mforma-
tlon manager.

" Larsen bnngs the: c1ty
nearly 30 years of expe-
rience in public relations,

marketmg, television:

and video. producuon

He represented Banner -
Thunderbird for nearly
eight years before taking -
a job in northern Idaho
in 2008. During his time
with Banner, he served -

on the Peoria Chamber

of Commerce’s Board of.
Directors and was actlve A
m numerous commumty :

cvents-and programs. ..

with Bo’s. mix. of pro-
fessmnal expenence
anid local knowlcdge to

Bo Larsen

'spokesperson said Clty'
‘Manager Carl’ Swenson.
. “His good humor.and-
comfort with the commu-
nity makes him an excel-
: lent fit for the city.”

Larsen will overseg the
O cnty sOfﬁceof Commum-'
- “We feel Jlucky to-
have_ found; "'omeone_

catlons, “which compnses
not only public informa-

-.tion but also Web devel-

opment somal media,
intemal commumcatlons

be Peorla s new; chnef \and Peona Channel 11

I A -
i

ol

' “Thls isan exc1tmg op--
portumty for me,” Larsen -

said. “I've worked closely ) ‘1‘

with Peoria agencies over
the years, so this seems |
like a natural fit.” -

Larsen, a Umversnty' 3
. of Montana graduate, ] has
been married 23 yearsand - 8
has two daughters Before 3
his job at Banner Thun-

* derbird, he worked for -
- John C. Lincoln Healthl

Network and U-Haul In-
ternational; 'among other
Valley companies. He be- |
gan his career-as a sports A
produicer w1th CNN in
Atlanta. '

. Larsen spent Justa few .
months in Idaho before
returning to -Arizona. He
was recently communica-’

" tions director at Payson
,Regional Medical Cen-
“ter.- s

Larsen began hxs du-
ties with the city May 3l
ata salary of $92 500

i




-Evans also felt that
dlstrlcts should be
‘named- after the most
recent: electmn .

‘Palo”Verde Dlstnct
Councilmember Ron
Aames, who made the
motion to direct Na

to draw up three more

§ maps that would keep

current councilmembers
in their existing districts,
drsagreed with Evans,
saying councrl was “just

H Justice requirements.
“But that is not the

| case,” Aames said. “The
| real gerrymandering is
‘1 when you vote some-
| body out of office — to

your bénefit ... It’s a
strange situation when a
councilmember still has

| three and a half years
‘| on his term, voted out."

We’re ignoring voters

“defined.”

Councilmember Dave

1 truth, we didn’t last tihe:
T don’t think srx lS a
magic number.”

{ certainly within their
rights and encouraged

| others on council tovote

for three more maps.

REDISTRICT: rcn

“tional Demographics”

told these would be the -
criteria,” Department of -

| who voted for him. I -
_stand by the motion to
see three more dlstncts -

1 ', ‘Ironwood. Drstrnct'

| Pearson said, “I agree’
we should have had this .
discussion up front. In =~
- not like to get involved

-unless the legislative

body cannot or will not
Pearson said he felt. . '
| councilmembers were

City Attorney
Steve Kemp

If council cannot

" come to a decision by the

deadline mandated by .

the DOJ, it would haVe
- to “take the risk” in the .
12012 election, City At-

torney Steve Kemp said.
City Clerk Wanda Nelson

_has to have boundaries for
_people who pull nomina-
. down by the U.S. De-

tion packets, he said.

to choose _
During ‘an interview
last week, Kemp said if -
.one looks at the hlstoryv
-of redl_stnctmg in Peorla, )
““every ‘goncept council -
- has adopted has been the
result oftweakmg T
In 2000«1n the Palo -
Verde Drstrlct council
made modiﬁcatrons '
d d councrl polrcy
e
not to dlsplace a coun- °
‘cilmember is just that; a, .
polrcy decision, Kemp
said, but he. added there . -
are legal constraints. A
“Incumbency is a fac- -
tor, but not the driving
factor,” he said.
~ The percentage al-
lowed for deviation has
changed, a change laid

“If (U.S. Department . partment of Justice. In

of) Justice has an issue-

with that, it could file a

lawsuit to- set election
.aside,” Kemp said. “We
could have council elect--
“ed at large. Realistically,

Justice could have-the

. courts draw dlstrlct lirtes.

Independently of Justice

‘suing, you could have -
+ advocacy . groups suing
“for injunctive relief.”

He said the courts do

make a decision.
‘Aames said that was

‘an “oddball” p0551b1hty

and if council accepted

his motion, there would -
be nine maps from which

2000, map drawers were:
allowed to deviate 10 per-
cent; Since that time, the
standard movedbackto5 -
percent deviation. ~ - -
“We have to be much
“closer in drstnct popula- *
tions than we had to be in
‘the past,” Kemp said.
Next week, at the-7
- p.m. June 7 council meet-

"~ ing, there will be a deci-

sioni about three preferred
concepts. Jung 14 and 21,
public comment will be
taken by consultants on .

" three concepts council
has narrowed down as its
preferences , '

Reach the reporter at

cdryer@star-times.com,
or 623-847-4604.
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DlVlded Peoria City Council
OKs adding maps to
redistricting proposal

- by Sonu Munshi - Jun. 3, 2011.10:23 AM
The Arizona Republic

1' A divided Peoria council has chosen political

|’ self-preservation as an option for the
| redrawing of council district boundaries.

1' Council members sparred for 30 minutes
| over-a proposal to add maps to a

. consultant's-redistricting proposal before
|. approving the proposal by a 4-3 vote.

. The city's redistricting consultant had
‘| proposed six maps that each would have
: placed two incumbents in the same district,
effectlvely throwmg one out of h|s current
- district.

That didn't sit well with Councilman Ron
' Aames, who could have ended up an
| ;incumbent without a district.

1. Aames proposed having the consultant put
together three' more maps, this time

preserving districts for the six council
‘members.

Aames said three new maps should be

| presented because city staff gave the council
‘the wrong impression that incumbency
-could not be considered.

. Aames said he realized later other cities,
including Glendale and Mesa, do take that
into account.

Aames said there is no requirement from the
-U.S. Department of Justice to not take

-another."

.Dave Pearson, Tony Rivero and Carlo Leone.

the public process that has already taken

incumbency into account.

He argued that the process Peoria followed,
in fact, is unfair to those council members,
who based on the current concept maps,
have been drawn into each other's districts.

He argued that by choosing to overlook
residency, some council members were put
at a disadvantage "because you gerrymander
by favoring one council member over

He found support from council members

Pearson, who would be up for re-election in
2012, said he saw no reason why Peoria
shouldn't:try to preserve incumbents if

other cities have done so, and even if Peoria
hasn't in the past.

"We're not bound to status quo, we're bound
by the law," he said.

Mayor Bob Barrett and two other council
members objected, saying it would negate

place.
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‘Barrett said that council members have lost revealed to the public last month.
-seats before to redistricting, but didn't
‘object to the process. ' National Demographics would have to come
up with the new maps by Tuesday. The
""The difference is that those councils, even council is scheduled to narrow the concept
.though you realize you run the risk of being maps from nine to three that day. That is to
‘idrawn out of your district, you do what's be followed by "scoping meetings" on June
best for the city; you don't pursue self- 14 for residents to indicate their
-serving interests," Barrett said. preferences.

‘| Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat said by adding three ~ On June 21 , the council will choose its

.more maps to the mix, the public would be preferred concept, which will be finalized in

‘excluded from the process. July. The Justice Department has to approve
the plan, which would be in effect for the

- | "To start a new process in midstream is ‘ 2012 council elections.

-unfair.to the people who have been

‘participating . . . and to.discount what they h Based on the six maps already proposed,

ave done and to discount how they triedto - Aames in Palo Verde district, Pearson in

‘get involved based on our rules, is unfair," Ironwood or Evans in Willow would no longer

‘Carlat said. "This is about the city as a whole live in their current district.

.. .’'not a single person's address."

.Councilwoman Joan Evans. said she had Torms of Service
realized early on that she may be vulnerable Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights
‘to-being left outside her district. Now, she Ad Choices

1 ‘would be up for re-election in 2012. But she

1 said she understood that the process would

.set .the-boundaries for the next 10 years,

| *not just right now."

""Hopefully, it includes me being able to run

‘again. If it doesn't, then it's been a great Advertisement

‘run," Evans said. )

| ( WessSH
Arizona cities are reconsidering council

boundaries because of population growth

.shown in the latest census. Peoria has added :

145,000 people since 2000, bringing its Acceﬁ:a:f:t;;i:tceag;ﬁ t
‘population to 154,000. Each council district URL: http://ad.doubl
is required to have about the same number zcentral.com;ga
‘of residents. : 0820552833814
Officials from city consuitant, National g:f: 9'7;7283"5"“ ‘
Demographics Corporation, had come up

with six concept maps, which had been
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How are 'the poeple’' best served?
STAFF EDITORIAL | Posted: Thursday, June 2, 2011 9:00 pm

We suppose there were times in our history when elected officials truly represented the people
who voted them into office. They were perhaps benevolent representatives of "the people," who
tirelessly toiled in the hallowed halls of Congress and the tiny city halls of early America.

Today, elected officials in many large cities are paid handsome sums to sit in offices outfitted with
the latest technology and have multiple assistants to do their bidding. Some mayors in Valley
cities have three or four assistants on call.

This is not a bash of cities that are growing by leaps and bounds, such as Peoria. Instead, it is a
call to elected officials to remember who they serve: the people.

If there is an outcry to be made about the new council district boundaries, it should come from a
councilmember's constituents. If a constituent objects to the new boundaries, go to the June 7
council meeting and voice your displeasure. If a constituent was coneerned about having his
councﬂmember displaced, a month or two ago would have been a good time to become involved
in the redlstrlctmg process. ‘

- Yes, it is the council's responsibility to choose the new district boundaries. But, it is each
councilmember’s obligation to ensure he or she is casting a vote for "the people," not for their own
political future.

Mayor Bob Barrett nailed it when he said the motion to make three more maps available for
redlstnctmg consideration that do not displace a current councilmember from an existing dlstrlct
‘recks" of self-interest.

Whether they believe that or whether they believe residents who voted for them have a right to
’ keep the person they voted for, councilmembers still need to remember why redistricting is
required by law. It is meant to ensure all districts are as close to the same size in population
numbers as can possibly be accomplished.

It is a matter of making sure each district has an equal distribution of residents, not just votes. For,
no matter how many people vote, a councilmember has to represent all residents, voters and non-
voters alike.

As much as we would like to see all eligible voters vote, some of "the people,” are willing to let
others make decisions for them. Make sure it is the right decision. ‘

. ;h_ttp://www.;ieoriatimes.com/opinion/editorials/article_9_601 6b8a-8d2b-11€0-be61-001ccdc... 7/7/2011
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Redistricting divides incumbent interests
By CAROLYN DRYER, Editor | Posted: Thursday, June 2, 2011 8:30 pm
Council vote brings total maps for consideration to nine

Six concepts have already been drawn up for Peoria City Council to ponder. That does not mean
c_ouncil has to select from one of them.

It just got more complicated. After a 4-3 vote Tuesday at a special meeting, council voted to have
National Demographics, its redistricting consultant, draw up three additional maps that would
keep current councilmembers within the boundaries of their existing districts.

Mayor Bob Barrett was one of the dissenting voters (Councilmember Joan Evans and Vice Mayor
Cathy Carlat also dissented), and before the vote was taken, said he felt the public was not being
served by adding three more plans for review since they had already had input in the six maps |
already drawn up. He said adding three more maps that would keep current councilmembers in
their existing districts "reeks" of self-interest. '

‘Barrett said, "Standards were not imposed on council. Anyone who had heartburn with that could
have objected at that time."

- He‘ pointed to three previous occasions in 1990, 1995 and 2000, when councilmembers were <

* drawn out of their districts. In the last district boundary change; former Mayor and Mesquite
Councilmember Ken Forgia was drawn out of the Mesquite District when Westbrook Village
became part of the Ironwood District.

Willow District Councilmember Joan Evans came out strongly against adding three more maps to
the pool, saying "I think it behooves us to be statespeople ..My goal is to see what's best for
Peoria .. serve our citizens." ' '

- Evans also felt that districts should be named after the most recent election.

Palo Verde District Councilmember Ron Aames, who made the motion to direct National
Demographics to draw up three more maps that would keep current councilmembers in their
existing districts, disagreed with Evans, saying council was "just told these would be the criteria,"
Department of Justice requirements.

"But that is not the case," Aames said. "The real gerrymandering is when you vote somebody out
of office - to your benefit ... It's a strange situation when a councilmember still has three and a half
years on his term, voted out. We're ignoring voters who voted for him. I stand by the motion to see
three more districts defined." |

Ironwood District Councilmember Davc,Pearson said, "I agree we should have had this discussion

. -_http://www.peoriatimes-.com/news/hezidliﬁes/articlej&S48 1¢8-8c91-11e0-80ea-001cc4c002... -7/7/2011 -
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op front. In truth, we didn't last time. I don't think six is a magic number."

Pearson said he felt councilmembers were certainly within their rights and encouraged others on
council to vote for three more maps.

If council cannot come to a decision by the deadline mandated by the DOJ, it would have to "take
the risk" in the 2012 election, City Attorney Steve Kemp said. City Clerk Wanda Nelson has to
have boundaries for people who pull nomination packets, he said.

"If (U.S. Department of) Justice has an issue with that, it could file a lawsuit to set election aside,"
Kemp said. "We could have council elected at large Realistically, Justice could have the courts
© draw dlstnct lines. Independently of Justice suing, you could have advocacy groups suing for

: mjunctlve relief." '

He said the courts do not like to get involved unless the leglslatlve body cannot or w1ll not makea
decision.

Aames said that was an "oddball" possibility and if council accepted his motion, there would be
nine maps from which to choose. ‘

During an interview last week, Kemp said if one looks at the history of redistricting in Peoria,
"every concept council has adopted has been the result of tweaking." -

In 2000 in the Palo Verde DlStI'lCt, Councilil‘naAde mOdiﬁCatiOIlS, oo

And, a council policy not to displace a councilmember is just that, a policy decision, Kemp said,
but he added there are legal constraints.

"Incumbency is a factor, but not the dﬁving factor," he said.

The percentage allowed for deviation has changed, a change laid down by the U.S. Department of
Justice. In 2000, map drawers were allowed to deviate 10 percent. Since that time, the standard
moved back to 5 percent deviation. '

"We have to be much closer in district populations than we had to be in the past,” Kemp said.

Next week, at the 7 p.m. June 7 council meeting, there will be a decision about three preferred
concepts. June 14 and 21, public comment will be taken by consultants on three concepts council
has narrowed down as its preferences.

Czty Council has requested the preparation of three additional concept maps for
consideration.. Visit the city’s website at www.peoriaaz.gov and click on “Redistricting” fo
view the additional concept maps that will be posted by June 6. Your comments ~
regarding the maps can be e-mailed to redistricting@peoriaaz.gov, faxed to 623-773-7304,
- or delivered to Peoria City Hall, 8401 W. Monroe St., Peoria, AZ 85345.

E http://www_.peoriatimes.com/news/headlines/article_ZaS48 1c8-8¢c91-11 €0-80ea-001cc4c002... 7/7/2011
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Council redlstrlctm

By CAROLYN DRYER
EpITOR :

June and early July are
nearing and Peoria City
Council has a short time
left to redistrict and redraw
council district boundaries,
The public has a final op-
portunity to comment in the
following three weeks.

*June 7, the City Coun-
cil willholda study session
to review the six concepts
released in May, with a
goal of narrowing the field
to three.

*June 14, the. city will
conduct one or two “scop-
ing meetings” so residents

can indicate their prefer-
ences among the final three
maps.

*Finally, at its June 21
sesston, council will choose
its preferred concept, which
then will be finalized and
brought up for a vote at the
first meeting in July. Pend-
ing approval by the federal
Justice Department, that
plan will set the lines for
the 2012 elections.

The sessions are open to
the public and, as always,
will be telecast on Cox
channel 11 and at www.
peoriaaz.gov/PeoriaTV.

Justan overview of each
of the six different redis-

tricting plans indicates that
no matter which plan is ad-
opted, at least one council-

‘member will have his or her

district boundaries moved
— if the council districts

designated B, C, and D are. --

laheled Ironwood, Palo
Verde and Willow, respec-
tively. Keep in mind that
on all of the concept maps,
there are no specific coun-
cil district names used, only
the letters A through F. But
for those who look closely,
the new boundaries in the
southern and northern areas

.of the city have an uncanny

resemblance to the council
districts known as Pine,

Acacna and Mcsquntc
Senior Deputy Cnty

g ﬁnal meetmgs set‘

Clerk Rhonda Gerimin- |

skysald the city cannot

-take names and addresses”

of councxlmembers into
conmderauon when- draw-
ing up new council district -
boundaries.

But Palo Verde Coun-
cilmember Ron Aames
begged to differ, -saying
there is no requirement of
the Department of Justice
that councilmembers’ resi-
dences not be considered.

Citizens can find where "

their councilmembers live

Greenway
Thunderbird

{ Cactus

More REDISTRICT on A2  Plan 6 has districts that roam across the map.

May 27, 2011




|REDISTRICT: -ons

¥and the ramifications
of specific redistricting
 plans being adopted. Visit
the city website at www.
peoriaaz.gov and find the
link to council election
campaign f finance reports. ",
1t gwes addresses on the
campaign finance reports.
Then, look at the six sepa-
rate redistricting concept -
maps, and here is what
_shapes out. :

~ IfPlan 1 is ‘adopted, -
Palo Verde Council Dis-
trict boundaries move
north of Thunderbird
Road, which leaves Ron
1 Aames in the Willow -
1 Council District, and -
. Councilmember Dave
1 pearson out of Ironwood
Council District into Palo
1 Verde. Plan D district is
4 not named '

If. Plan 2 is adopted,

' trict boundaries move
X north of his res1dence

§ That leaves him in the
§ Palo Verde District,

d Aames into Willow, and
Councilmember Joan Ev-
¥ ans out of Willow into
} Palo Verde.

d  If Plan 3 or 4 is ad-
§ opted, Aames is out of the
¥ Palo Verde Council Dis- -
§ trict, and would be in the
Pine Council District,and -
Dave Pearson is also out
id of the Ironwood Council

‘ Palo Verde Dlstnct
{ - 1f Plan 5.is adopted,

b 1onger live in their re

0 {
Pme Drstrlct 3 hr

i

m Palo Verde.

@

one district crawling
“around in a circle - from
67th to 95th avenues
| (along Loop 101), Thun-
derbird to-Cactus roads -
! west, then-south along

Avenue in a mile-wide
swath with about three -
jogs to the west at Butler

Drive and Peoria Avenue.

Plan 6, if “D” district is
named Willow, it moves

Evans to Palo Verde Dis-

trict and Aames to Evans’
former area.
Plan 6 also has the

Pine District (if desig--

two more years of office
left in Palo Verde.
“If T wanted to run

again in Palo Verde after -

my two years were up;-
1 would have to move
there.” 7.

Aames said people
need to understand the
first six concept maps are
just starting points. People

¥ Pearson’s Ironwood Dis-

-Districtand pow is in the. -

sonand’ Evans would hve ’

 Plan 6, the. most con-
voluted plan of all, sends -

Loop 101 to Northern

‘have different ‘ideas in
what's in the best interests
of the entire city, and the
council will decide.

Dave Pearson and
Joan-Evans could not be |
reached for comment.

nated “E”) running from
Northern all the way, to
Union Hills Drive along
the western boundary of :
the city. In this plan, Palo
Verde is lumped into two
separate blocks connect-
edbya roadway at Bell
Road and Loop 101.

~ Although he could not
say for sure, it is Aames’
feeling that other coun-
cilmembers share his
 thoughts on the maps put
~ forth so far.

Aames said, “I’m-in
the process of requestmg
additional maps.” -

One of Glendale{hty‘ .
- Council’s redistricting
criteria is that two coun-
cilmembers will not be
left in one district. .

“And that could be our
criterid, t00,” Aames said.
“part of the problem,
however, & éouncilmem-
‘berlivesinanarea where
voters.chose that person.

~ “InPlan I, if D is Wil-
low, Palo Verde movesup |
to B, and T would not be :
representmg people who

‘Agmes and Pearson‘no;_;._‘. - Al

ive council districts,” signto
and -Joan Evans-would - *.-" He,
-no-longer reside in the. "1,

Wr\\owgD\smctr Aames f and

low goe§ 102
.foan and 1. would be in’
“that geography T could
. actually run against ' Joan,
I would'have geographr- *
cally my district back
‘and it would be called
- Willow. But Palo Verde:~
‘would not have a repre- -
sentative for two years. '
If 1'ran against Joan'in- I
the. Willow. District and -

I lost T would stall have .
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The Peoria City Council on Tuesday is slated to decide whether to ask its
redistricting consuftant to come up with a fresh map that would preserve all
incumbents in theif disricts.

The move comes at the behest of Councilman Ron Aames who said he realized
only a few days ago that unlike the impression given by the city staff to the
council earlier, the federal government has no requirement that “we exclude
considering where council members live when redistricting is done,” Aames

SONU MUNSHI told the Westside Insider.

peoria reporter
click 1o enl Aames saw a recent Arizona Repuh/u amcle whxch mentions that the criteria
for redistricting in Glendal g lumping more than one council

member in one district.

*And I saw Mesa has the same rule and then I googled and saw it's the practice in many other parts of the
country,” Aames said.

He checked the city charter as well and noted that the only statement in the city charter pertains to the need to
redistrict so that there are equal numbers of citizens in each district.

"There is no reference to incumbents," Aames said. "The council didn't set that criteria but it was implied to us
that that had to be the criteria.”

City Attorney Steve Kemp said it's up to the council to choose the final map.

“If council wants more maps drawn, we'll certainly draw more maps,” he said.

Kemp had rep
a consideration when drawing up new maps.

dly said in redistricting-related ings that keeping i b in their district was not to be

B IS

Aames said some might argue that what he's proposing is gerrymandering. But, he said, in his view, the six
concept maps are a form of gerrymandering because they only Teave some councilmembers hanging in the
balance, making it unfair for those council members to be in that position.

Gerrymandering is the illegal practice of figuring an electoral district to give unfair advantage to a political
party or group.

Aames said if he, for instance, were to be drawn out of his district, he would end up representing residents for the
next three years of his term who did not elect him.

"That's not really what redistricting is about," he said. "It's about having equal numbers in each district.”

The city had earlier this month iled six pt maps the Itant had come up with for the redistricting
pracess that would impact the council elections in fall 2012.

Based on the six concept maps drawn up,

council members Aames. Dave Pearson or Joan Evans appeared likely to find themselves without a district.

Peoria is scheduled to have el for I d, Willow and Mi districts.

The six maps were based on the decennial census. Peoria and other cities go through redistricting to ensure each
district has an equal number of residents. Peoria has added more than 45,000 residents since 2000.

Kemp said he expects the earlier timeline set for the redistricting process to still hold true. At a June 7 study
session, the council will attempt to narrow the field to three maps. That is to be followed by one or two “scoping
meetings” on June 14 so residents can indicate their prefi among the final three maps.

At its June 21 session, the City Council will choose its preferred concept, which then will be finalized and
brought up for a vote at the first meeting in July. Pending approval by the U.S. Justice Department, the plan will
set the lines for the 2012 elections.

Sessions are open to the public and will be telecast on Cox Channel 11 and at www peoriaaz. gov/peoriaty

Thursday . May 26, 2011 at 03 50 PM
Report a Violryog
Topics: Peonay, WEST VALLEY NEWS, Peona redincting Ron Anmex

http://www.azcentral.com/members/Blog/westsideinsider/129545 6/20/2011
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City redistricting concept

maps available online

The City of Peoria City Clerk
e-mailed a packet Wednesday
that contains six concept maps
prepared by the City’s redistricting

consultant, National Demograph--

ics Corporation. Each map, labeled
1 to 6, contains specific informa-
tion about the proposed district
concept. :

Residents are being asked to
indicate their preferred concept on
a comment card provided on the
last page of the packet, which is
produced in a pdf file download-
able on most home computers.

The following critcria must be
followed when establishing coun-
cil districts:

All districts must:
1. Be substantially equal in popu-
lation. ' ‘

2. Be contiguous — cannot be
separated but can be connected
by rights-of-way.

3. Follow natural and artificial
boundaries such as: State Routes,
Parkways, Rivers. _

4. Keep identified communities
of interest together. Examples
include: Westbrook Village, Ven-
tana Lakes, Desert Harbor.

5. Follow boundaries of other
political subdivisions, such as:
~county precinct lines.

6. Protect the ability of minority
voters to influence the election
process. o
Factors that can be considered

in redistricting include projccted
future growth to the extent per-

mitted by law. Factors that can-_
not be considered in redistricting- -

include political vicwpoints or dan
incumbent’s address.

Meetings were scheduled this
weck - at City Hall and the Light-
house Church - to show the six
different examples of redistricting
and to allow for citizen comment.

Residents can submit con--
cepts by using the comment card
attached to the packet, online
at www.peoriaaz.gov under the
“Redistricting” tab, o by mail to
the Office of the City Clerk, 8401
W. Monroe St., Room 150, Peoria,
AZ 85345.

The last City of Peoria district
lines were drawn following the
2000 Census when the City’s
population was determined to be
108,364. The City’s 2008 popula-
tion was cstimated at 155,560,
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Peoria prepares to narrow
list of redistricting maps

by Sonu Munshi - May. 13,2011 09:00 AM
The Arizona Republic

It has come down to six concept maps.

-Depending on which redistricting map is
chosen, City Council members Dave
Pearson Ron Aames or Joan Evans appear
likely to find themselves without a district.
That creates a highly political atmosphere.

Residents at public meetings this week to
unveil the maps seemed generally pleased
with what they saw because all six optlons
kept large nelghborhoods in the same
district.

- | A consultant drew the six maps based on
the decennial census.

Peoria and other cities go through
redistricting to ensure each district has an
equal number of residents.

The latest census numbers show Peoria has

| 154,000 people, adding more than 45,000

since 2000. .

“The six concept maps will be presented to
the council at a June 7 study session.
Council members will narrow the options to

-three.

Another cdmmunity meeting will follow on
June 14 with a final council direction '
expected June 21.

At a public meeting at Christ's Church of the

Valley, Peoria resident Christian Williams and

two others liked concept 5 because it

-have a new voice," Garbe said.

- were to be kept together. Early in the

maintained compact districts, rather than
having meandering boundaries.

Williams said preserving incumbents was not
a priority. "I'd rather be near my neighbor
than be concerned about a representative,”-
he said.

Karen Garbe lives in north Peoria's Mesquite
District, which experienced the most growth
in the past decade. As a resuit, she likely will
find herself in a different district. She

favored a plan that she thought best
represented the diversity she wanted to be
part of.

"A new district would give us the chance to

The city's boundaries must be redrawn to
accommodate roughly 25,000 people in

each district. At the same time, the mnnonty
community in south Peoria's Acacia District
has to be kept intact to maintain its voice as
a group. : : '

And neighborhoods with a strong identity

process, residents such as those from .
Vistancia and Westbrook Village made that
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clear.
The rmpact upon mcumbents was not to be
consrdered

The proposed maps show either Aames in
Palo Verde, Pearson in Ironwood or Evans in
Willow could be drawn out.

Under the first map, Evans and Aames
appear to be in the same district. The second
brings: Pearson into Aames' district. Plans 3,
4 and 5 appear to put Aames in Carlo
Leone's district, while the final map puts
Pearson and Leone in the same district.

All of this assumes the eo_tjncil will stick to a
similar layout for each district. At this point,

the concepts are unnamed. That decision will

fall to the council.

Aames said he would want to tweak all the
maps a Ilttle

"| feel there are somewhat better boundaries
that still meet the federal requirements," he
said, wrthout elaboratlng

He said each council district has been well-
represented desprte members' pohcy
differences.

Pearson said choosing the concepts would
| have to be made within the gurdelrnes but
"clearly it will be a political policy.decision."

He said he liked the first concept because it's

compact, which he said makes it easier for
anyone to run for council. That plan would
| also keep him clearly within his district.

Evans could not immediately be reached for
comment. Before the maps were unveiled,
Evans had said she wouldn't consider the
plans from the viewpoint of what served her

- the city of Peoria," she said.-

best.

"It's my job to look at the six plans that are
presented and figure out what best serves

Anyone getting districted'o'u't could turn to
Ken Forgia for lessons on how to deal with
that.

The former Mesquite counciiman in 2000
found himself in Ironwood after
redistricting. He represented Mesquite for
about a year until his term ended. He didn't
run again.
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Get involved in redistricting - Peoriatimes.com: Editorials : Page 1 of 1

Get involved in redistricting
STAFF EDITORIAL | Posted: Thursday, May 12,2011 5:00 pm

Residents had three opportunities this week to attend public meetings about council boundaries
and the redistﬁcting process. It happens every 10 years by law, and it gives American citizens a
chance to tell their representatives how they want their voting district boundaries to be drawn.

Even if you did not attend one of the meetings, you still can voice your opinion about the
boundaries. Remember, you will not have this opportunity again until 2021.

As was pointed out at one of the first study session and council meeting where redistricting was
discussed and the redistricting consultant was hired, the demographics of Peoria have changed

_considerably over 'the'years. Still, minority groups must not be forgotten. The U.S. Department of
Justice will have to approve the boundaries before they are put into place.

So, if you have questions or comments, make your feelings known by visiting the city's website at
www.peoriaaz.gov, and click on the "Redistricting" tab to leatn how you can participate in this
process. ) '

http://www.peoriatimes.co'm/opinion/ediforials/article_-ﬂ'd 12608-7ca6-11e0-93d8-001cc4c0...  7/7/2011
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Sumuﬂoumpanimlntmmkwewithpmmﬁalpoliﬁcdnmiﬁaﬁm:
redistricting.

How do you redraw City Council district boundarics with new census numbers
to ensure each has about the same number of residents, all the while making
sure changes don't break up a minority group's voice and perhaps most
inwrgstingly for council members, don't draw themselves out of their own

A second round of public meetings on redistricting is lined up for Wedncsday
and Thursday to share concept maps an outside consultant created after the
p:wiasmndofcommnni'ynweﬁngsonhowhrshpedisﬁiabamxhﬁc.

Peoria has added more than 45,000 residents since the Last census in 2000, and is up to 154,065 residents,
according to the decennial census results released this year.

Abulkoﬂlntﬁwﬂ:haswwnedinﬂwmmunpanofﬂwdty.hﬂ:mdisﬁa&amhdv
oﬁdakmﬂwwﬂunhm&ﬁsﬁﬁwmﬁldkﬁm—?hqmrdovmwmwm
Ironwood — to shift farther north. Palo Verde and Willow could see their southemn boundaries move north.

mmm:damﬁummmwmvmemvmmmmdmmmuw
inmcﬁlfuunewmildistrias.whichwxldbmkupnblocwhmiteomcswdryismesmdvodngfotwnwil
members. ) :

Inside City Hall the buzz is all sbout how some districts, especially Ironwood and Willow, could sec a change
that may draw out incumbents Dave Pearson and Joan Evans, respectively.

BmvuumCamdlmnPumbunelmdcrmhsﬂmysbmnmymmhhmtwimuny
councilmember being booted from his or her district.
“nnfsstillmyviw;ﬂneislw:ymworkitmnwiﬂ:mtpoﬁﬁaln&incsﬂntmldoqun."nid?aﬂm.
who has at times been a minority voice on the council T

Evans s2id she wouldn't consider the plans from the viewpoint of what serves her best. ¢
“lt'smyjobtoboknlhedxphmﬂntmmmedmdﬁgummwhtb&mﬂxduoﬂeoﬁa."Em N
said. ]

Whteverﬂ:ennvbmnduics.ﬂtywillphyinmﬂuzoudmﬁon.Evms,?monandCaﬂxyCadﬂ'smm
all on the batlot. None of the three has amnounced intentions to run again. i

PwﬁanAnmSmenMpmdngimmbmmdmbgpmdd;e“objﬁvem'

Hm.ﬂwwmdlm&cﬁmlmmhmwhicbahompnmdﬁmfdaﬂmﬁnﬁﬁe&

Aﬁu&kwe&&wmﬁwmedmﬁancq&tmapswmummmwndlnum7
mdymbnﬁwndluﬁﬂmwﬂwopﬁmwmmmmtshaddbefdwbyammhym
Junc 14 and a final weigh-in by council June 21. :

For more, visit www.peoriaaz. gov/redistricting

Tuesday. May 10, 2011 at 12:50 PM
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Council redistricting meetings set - Peoriatimes.com: News Page 1 of 1

‘Council redistricting meetings set
. POstedf _,Thursday, April 21, 2011 7:51 am '

Us_ing the 2010 Census figures, the City of Peoria has begun the process of redrawing the city's

_ éurrcnt electoral district boundary lines. Citizens are encouraged to attend one of the public
.meetings listed below that will be held pertaining to the process. At each meeting, concept maps
Will.be displayed that portray suggested district boundaries. Comments, suggestions, and ideas on
the presented concept maps will be requested.

Individuals who would like to have their name added to a "Citizen Redistricting Contact List,” or
who would like more information about the process are asked to call the Peoria City Clerk at 623-
773-7340, e-mail to www.cityclerk@peoriaaz.gov, or visit www.peoriaaz.gov/redistricting.

May 11, 6 to 8 p.m., Christ Church of the Valley, 7007 W. Happy Valley Road, Building 600.
Altemate» meeting dates and times: |

May 11, 2Ato 4 p.m., Peoria City Hall Pine Conference Room, 8401 W. Monroe St.

May 12, 6 to 8 p.m., Lighthouse Church, 14185 N. 83rd Ave., Building B.

L _http://www .peoriatimes.com/news/article 22c29f1a-6¢27-11€0-8523-001cc4c03286.html?... = 7/7/2011 - -
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Census: Peoria sees 42 "Evlctagyone_ h?: sufvferetilj ?‘ rﬁ‘dlﬁtti\ondaﬂe:i the
; . meltdown in the second half of the decade,”
percent growth, remains Barreft said. »

9th-largest city in Arizona |
' The long-awaited census numbers carry
by Sonu Munshi - Mar. 15, 2011 02:15 PM welgh.t for funding, redistricting and

The Arizona Republic _ planning.

Peoria expects to get an additional $1.6
million in state-shared revenues for the
upcoming fiscal year as a result of the

1t's official. ' census, according to city Budget Director
o Jeff Tyne.

Peoria has pushed past the 150,000 marker

with 154,065 residents, according to the Federal dollars are divvied based on

decennial census results released late last population counts.

week .

' Another huge impact would be on the city's
The city added 45,701 residents from 2000 redistricting process, which is under way

to 2010, which was the sixth biggestgainin A and should be in place for the 2012 election.
rrizona, behind Phoenix, Gilbert, Surprise, -

Chandler and Goodyear. After each census, congressional, legislative
and local districts are redrawn to adjust for
population numbers so that districts have

Census map | Growth driven by Phoenix, W. roughly equal population.
Valley

Vice Mayor Cathy Cariat, who represents
A majority of the Valley's growth occurred Mesquite District, said having the census
-on the west side, at a 69 percent clip. _ numbers would allow Peoria to "rebalance"

the city's representation.

;,Peoria's 42 percent gr.owth meant the 'city

stood its ground as the ninth-largest city in Advertisement - —

Arizona. Despite rapid growth in spots like vy .'» '

Surprise and Buckeye, Peoria remains the Wl s B8 S5 6
West Valley's second-biggest city, behind

Glendale. , _

_ ) . Access restricted. Cate
Mayor Bob Barrett said Peoria's numbers , _ Reason: The category, "A
didn't come as a big surprise, although they URL: http://ad.double
were slightly below expectations, for which S _ zcentral.com;ga

"he partly blamed the recession. ' 756374139348.1
A population census estimate last July g:ﬁ: yf;zigﬁi'smp f
projected the city's population at 168,000.

. ﬁ "
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Peoria's growth has been largely in the
north, which means Carlat's fast-growing
Mesquite District would shrink in geographic
size and the other districts would take in
some of those residents. Politically, the
changes could mean some council members
find themselves drawn out of their current
district.Redistricting also requires cities to

. try to maintain a minority bloc
representation, meaning to try and avoid
dividing an area with a substantial minority
population, which would lessen their voice.

The Acacia District in the downtown area is
that district with its larger Hispanic
population. '

| In the past 10 years, Peoria added 34,000

Whites and 12,000 Hispanics, making the
latter's growth just more than 71 percent
compared with just more than 37 percent for
Whites. Data are still being reviewed to show
in which parts of the city that growth
occurred. :

Along with local redistricting, Arizona will
get another congressional district, although
it's unclear whether it would impact the West

| Valley or the East Valley.

" The West Valley is represented in Congress
by Rep. Trent Franks from the 2nd
‘Congressional District.

‘Along with immediate financial and
redistricting impacts, the census numbers
offer insight to city planners.

Peoria Planning Director Glen Van Nimwegen
said in the past decade the Valley grew at "a
healthy rate" but from 2005 to 2010 growth -

" has slowed "considerably."

To deal with that, Van Nimwegen said

planners need to keep in mind flatter growth

is expected in the next few years.

"We need to start thinking like we've built
out," he said. "There is going to be less focus
on how we expand geographically and more
thinking of adding value to what we have
built already." ‘

Peoria is about four decades away from an
expected build-out with 450,000 people, or
roughly the size of Mesa.

For now, the city's focus would be on
neighborhood improvement projects to
maintain housing values on what's already
standing. '

Republic staffer Matt Dempséy contributed
to this story.
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By CAROLYN DRYER
EpiTor

There were perhaps five
people sitting in the audi-
ence from minority groups
during a minority out-
reach redistricting meeting
held Monday moming at
Peoria’s council chamber.
The meeting was called to
encourage public involve-
ment among minorities in
redrawing the city’s coun-
cil district boundaries.

After each census, de-

cennial and mid-decennial, -

the city is required to ad-
Jjust its district boundaries
to ensure roughly equal
population in each district.
City Attorney Steve Kemp
said the old rule was a
10-pércent differential or

less. But, he pointed out -

the city today is looking
at a 5-percent differential.

B
9

A
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Photo by Carolyn Dryer

Gilbert Vasquez breaks mto a smile Monday during a minority groups out-
reach meeting in preparation for redistricting in the City of Peoria.

With rew rules in place
since 2000, cities must
look at contiguity vs. com-
pactness vs. preserving
minority representation
with more concern on

compactness than in the’

past.
Also, in the past those
chargéd with drawing

new boundaries look at_
preserving districts for
existing elected officials.
This resulted in gerry-

mandering. Peoria does
not consider elected of-
ficials’ residences when
new boyndaries are drawn
for council districts. That

was aresultofa 1988 City -

Charter mmanve Kemp
said. - -

Arizoda is one of 17
states the U.S. Depart-
.ment of Justice presides

over when it comes to
redistricting, Kemp said.

This came in 1965 with
the passage of the Voting
Rights Act. He added that |
with minority population
regression in districts, the
DOJ will evaluate the re-
districting process. more
critically this year, “Mak-
ing sure all voters have a

.choice.”

Kemp saxd over the

years, minority popqla-

tion regression has ef-
fectively diminished the’

‘number of minorities in

certain districts. This has .

~occurred specifically in

Acacia District in south-

eastern Peoria.

“One of the difficulties |
in Peoria is income lev-.

‘els of the Latino popula-

tion has increased,” Kemp
said.
Regression means the

fiore REDISTRICTING on Ad



Ly 1CW GBUL, VUL aldy
expresses the effect these
young ladies had on oth-
ers, and encourages the
audience to treasure life.
The entire concert seeks
‘to raise awareness about
many of society’s tragedies
in a manner that brings
comfort to the families and
honor to the victims.

Richelle and Melia have
devoted one year to plan-
ning and then organizing
the production.

“Even after I dec1ded
to organize this, I didn’t
actually begin until Melia
said she would help me,”
Richelle said. “I honestly
don’t think this concert

would have pulled itself -

together, without Melia.”
- When asked what she
hoped people would take
from the concert, Meha

said, . .
“I hope that people will

-pe Ao am “000¢ ul
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many things that plague

" us in this world and some

are either not recognized
or ignored. The 'moral of
our concert is to live life
(with) an infectious posi-
tive energy.”

Richelle added, “This
performance is not meant
to mourn those that we’ve
lost, but instead, to cel-
ebrate their lives.”

Richelle said she be-
lieves Makenzie would be
very pleased that the girls
were raising money for
charity.

“Makenzie was very
altruistic. She loved dance
and to inspire people, and
this really combines both,”
Richelle said. “Makenzie’s
family currently lives in

Texas, so they will not be

able to attend, but Maken-

zie's father once said, ‘We-

know that God is a God

-J1p yonu Joo] [[IM )L
-SIp 3y} ey sodjuerens
opedap ise| ay) Sunnp
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Cluci iiad a p\l‘p\)SC iav s
unfolding in the lives of all
who knew MacKenzie.’
““His wish has come
true.”
After the concert, the
audience is encouraged

" to tour Live It! Awareness
"Expo with information

booths about the charities
recognized in the dances.
Concessions will also be
available for additional
donations.

“The information
booths will be available
for anyone during inter-
mission and after the show.
People willbe available to
answer questions and ac-
cept donations for the Red
Means Stop Foundation,”
Melia said.

Open to the public, the
event will have one show-
ing, 6:30 p.m. Feb. 4 in
the Ironwood High School

auditorium. Admission
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City schedules public meetings

The City of Peoria has
begun the process of re-
drawing the city’s current

. electoral district boundary

lines. Residents’ involve-
ment and input is needed.
They are being encouraged
to attend any or all of the
public meetings listed be-
low that will be held per-
taining to this process. .

Ateach meeting, the re-
districting process will be
discussed, and residents’
thoughts will be requested
on Peoria’s communities
of interest, followed by
time for questions and
answers.

If residents would like

to have their names added
to a “Citizen Redistricting
Contact List,” or if they
would like more informa-
tion about the process,
they are asked to call the
Office of the Peoria.City
Clerk at 623-773-7340,
e-mail to www.cityclerk@

peoriaaz.gov, or visit the

city’s website at www.peo-

‘riaaz.gov/redistricting.

Following are the coun-
cil districts and scheduled
meetings for public in-
volvement:

'Acacia District

6 to 7 p.m.-Jan. 26,

Peoria City Hall, Pine

Conference Room, 8401
W. Monroe St.

Pine District

7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Sun
Valley Elementary School
Library, 8361 N. 95th
Ave.

Palo Verde District

5to 6 p.m. Feb. 7, Oa-
sis Elementary School
Library, 7841 W. Sweet-
water Ave.

Willow District
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Oak-

wood Elementary School

Library, 12900 N. 71st
Ave. )

on 2011 council redistricting

Ironwood District

5 to 6 p.m. Feb. 9, Des-
ert Harbor Elementary.
School Library, 15585 N.
91st Ave.

~ Mesquite District
6:30t0 7:30 p.m. Feb. 9,
Sunrise Mountain Library
Community Room, 21109
N. 98th Ave.
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By CAROLYN DRYER
Ebitor

There were perhéps five
- people sitting in the audi-
ence from minority groups

during a minority out-.

reach redistricting meeting

held Monday moming at -

" Peoria’s council chamber.
The meeting was called to

encourage public involve- -

ment among minorities in
redrawing the city’s coun-
cil district boundaries.

After each census, de-

- cennial and mid-decennial,
the city is required to ad-
just its district boundaries
to ensure roughly equal

‘population in each district. -

City Attorney Steve Kemp
- said the old rule was a

10-percent differential or
. less. But, he pointed out

the city today is looking

at a S-percent differential.
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Photo by Carolyn Dryer
Gilbert Vasquez breaks into a smile Monday. during a minority groups out-
reach meeting in preparation for redistricting in the City of Peoria.
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With new rules in place
since 2000, cities must
look at contiguity vs. com-
pactness vs. preserving
minority representation
with more concern on
compactness than in the
past.

Also, in the past, those
charged with drawing
new boundaries look. at

preserving districts for

existing elected officials.
This resulted in gerry-
mandering. Peoria does
not consider elected of-
ficials’ residences when

new boundaries are drawn .

for council districts. That

_was aresult of a 1988 City

Charter initiative, Kemp
said.

Arizona is one of 17 -

states the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice presides
over when it comes to
redistricting, Kemp said.

January 28, 2011

This came in 1965 with
the passage of the Voting
Rights Act. He added that
with minority population
regression in districts, the
DOJ will evaluate the re-
districting process more
critically this year, “Mak-
ing sure all voters have a
choice.”

Kemp said over. the |

years, minority popula-
tion regression has ef-
fectively diminished the
number of minorities in
certain districts. This has

_occurred specifically in
‘Acacia District in south-

eastern Peoria.

“One of the difficulties
in Peoria is income lev-
els of the Latino popula-
tion has increased,” Kemp
said.

Regression means the

More REDISTRICTING on A4
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Peoria Times

City schedules publlc meetmgs
on 2011 council redistricting

The City of Peoria has
begun the process of re-
drawing the city’s current

electoral district boundary

lines. Residents’ involve-
ment and input is needed.
They are being encouraged
to attend any or all of the
public meetings listed be-
. low that will be held per-
taining to this process.

Ateach meeting, the re-
districting process will be
discussed, and residents’
thoughts will be requested
on Peoria’s communities
of interest, followed by
time for questions and
answers.

If residents would like

~

to have their names added
to a “Citizen Redistricting
Contact List,” or if they

would like more informa-
tion about the process,

they are asked to call the
Office of the Peoria City
Clerk at 623-773-7340,
e-mail to www.cityclerk@ -

peoriaaz.gov, or visit the

city’s website at www.peo-
riaaz.gov/redistricting.

Following are the coun-
cil districts and scheduled-
meetings for public in-
volvement:

Acacia District
6 to 7 p.m. Jan. 26,
Peoria City Hall_, Pine

Conference Room, 8401
W. Monroe St.

Pine District
7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Sun
Valley Elementary School

‘Library, 8361 N. 95th

Ave.

Palo Verde District
5to 6 p.m. Feb. 7, Oa-
sis Elementary School

Library, 7841 W. Sweet-

water Ave.

Willow District

6:30to 7:30 p.m., Oak-
wood Elementary School
Library, 12900 N. 71st
Ave. :

Ironwood District
5to 6 p.m. Feb. 9, Des-

- ert Harbor Elementary

School Library, 15585 N.
91st Ave.

Mesquite District-

6:30to0 7:30 p.m. Feb. 9,
Sunrise Mountain Library
Community Room, 21109

N. 98th Ave.
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= Peoria’s Hometown Newspaper =

Redistricting meeting draws few people
posted: Thursday, January 27, 2011 8:00 pm | Updated: 8:56 am, Thu Jan 27, 2011.
By CAROLYN DRYER, Editor |

There were perhaps five people sitting in the audience from minority groups during a minority outreach redistricting meeting held Monday
morning at Peoria's council chamber. The meeting was called to encourage public involvement among minorities in redrawing the city's
council district boundaries.

After each census, decennial and mid-decennial, the city is required to adjust its district boundaries to ensure roughly equal population in
each district. City Attorney Steve Kemp said the old rule was a 10-percent differential or less. But, he pointed out the city today is looking at
a 5-percent differential.

With new rules in place since 2000, cities must look at contiguity vs. compactness vs. preserving minority representation with more concern
on compactness than in the past.

Also, in the past, those charged with drawing new boundaries look at preserving districts for existing elected officials. This resulted in
gerrymandering. Peoria does not consider elected officials' residences when new boundaries are drawn for council districts. That was a result
of a 1988 City Charter initiative, Kemp said.

Arizona is one of 17 states the U.S. Department of Justice presides over when it comes to redistricting, Kemp said. This came in 1965 with
the passage of the Voting Rights Act. He added that with minority population regression in districts, the DOJ will evaluate the redistricting
process more critically this year, "Making sure all voters have a choice.”

Kemp said over the years, minority population regression has effectively diminished the number of minorities in certain districts. This has
occurred specifically in Acacia District in southeastern Peoria.

"One of the difficulties in Peoria is income levels of the Latino population has increased,” Kemp said.
Regression means the percentage loss and loss of influence of a minority population in a minority oriented district.
"We're beginning to see that,” Kemp said, noting that the Palo Verde District now has a 22-percent minority population.

He said some regression is expected due to increases in income levels, which results in distribution of minority population across the city as
people move into "move up neighborhoods."

In the handout Monday, one paragraph stated the DOJ is concerned that regression is not the result of governmental action.

Kemp said there was more focus on protecting minority language communities and the burden of justification has been placed on local
government. That is one of the reasons the city held the minority outreach meeting Monday, he said.

Gilbert Vasquez, a resident of Trilogy at Vistancia in North Peoria, and a lifelong resident of the West Valley (raised in Glendale), made
some startling statements at the meeting.

He said, "Minorities don't vote. So, why have minorities in a group? They don't vote anyway."

http://www.peoriatimes.com/news/headlines/article f5959be0-2a23-11e0-95ad-001cc4c03286.html?mode... 2/1/2011
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Kemp said it was to give them an opportunity.

Vasquez said, "They have the opportunity all the time. They just don't do it. Personally, it shouldn't matter. They don't vote. They just don't
care."

He said it was a cultural thing, and that many just do not believe their vote matters.
But, the requirement to reach out to them is the law.
Peoria's rapid growth during the last decade guarantees that the districts will look much different than they do now.

In fact, City Attorney Steve Kemp, who conducted the meeting, noted that Acacia, Pine, Palo Verde and Willow, and Ironwood districts
would continue to see their northern boundaries move farther north. Palo VVerde and Willow will probably see their southern boundaries
move north as well. This will have an impact on the narrow point of the city between Bell and Beardsley roads.

"An entire district could be moved,” Kemp said.

During the redistricting process, the city must collect information about annexations since 100, population, minority population and
projected housing development. Also, there must be information about past elections, canvasses, voting patterns, minority or majority block
voting; communities of interest, areas that are viewed as a local community, such as Westbrook Village in the Ironwood District, and
Vistancia in the Mesquite District.

Kemp said some do not have a defined area, but if communities of interest are separated, the perception could be the city is doing something
resulting in regression or gerrymandering.

The city must show development patterns since 2000, and how population and minority population may have been impacted.

Natural and physical landmarks also have to be considered. One of the situations the city wants to avoid is having people living across the
street from each other living in different districts.

In 2000, the city adopted district boundaries based on a population of 108,000. That boundary change resulted in a median district
population of 18,000 with a variance of up to 10 percent. District populations varied from a low of 17,100 to a high of 18,900.

In 2010, the city's population is anticipated to be approximately 160,000 (based on the census and sewer hookups). Based on this population,
districts will have a median population of 26,700 with a variance of 5 percent. The district populations could vary from 26,066 to 27,334, a
variance of about 1,300.

The next steps involve a six-month process. Initial census information is expected anytime from February to May. Kemp said initial
redistricting concepts will be developed in April and May with public input on those concepts May to June.

In June, council will hold a study session to identify preferred final options, and a review with submission to the DOJ for preclearance in
July. Once the approval is received from the DOJ, the city will adopt the new boundaries and approve an ordinance to that effect with new
boundaries applying to the 2012 elections.

To the question, "What happens if a councilperson is redistricted out?" Kemp said that person would remain in office until the end of their
present term.

To learn more, visit the city website at www.peoriaaz.gov/redistricting.

© Copyright 2011, Peoriatimes.com, Glendale, AZ. Powered by BLOX Content Management System from TownNews.com. [Terms of Use |
Privacy Policy]
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City schedules public meetings on 2011 council
redistricting
Posted: Thursday, January 27, 2011 5:00 pm

The City of Peoria has begun the process of redrawing the city's current electoral district boundary
lines. Residents' involvement and input is needed. They are being encouraged to attend any or all
of the public meetings listed below that will be held pertaining to this process.

At each 'meeting, the redistricting process will be discussed, and residents' thoughts will be
requested on Peoria's communities of interest, followed by time for questions and answers.

If residents would like to have their names added to a "Citizen Rédistn'cting Contact List,"” or if
they would like more infomiation 'abotlt the process, they are asked to call the Office of the Peoria -
City Clerk at 623-773-7340,‘e-méi_l to www.cityclerk@peoriaaz.gov, or visit the city's website at
www.peoriaaz.gov/redistricting. | |

Following are the council districts and scheduled meetings for public involvement:
Acacia District |

6 to 7 p.m. Jan. 26, Pe_oria Ci_ty Hall, Pine Conference Room, 8401 W. Mdnroe St.
Pine District -

7:30 to 8:30 p.m., Sun Valley Elementary School Library, 8361 N. 95th Ave. |
Palo Verde District |

5 to 6 p.m. Feb. 7, Oasis Elementary School Library, 7841 W. Sweetwater Ave.
Willow District |

6:30 to 7:30 p.m., Oakwood Elémentary-School Library, 12900 N. 71st Ave.
Ironwood District

-~ 50 6 p.m. Feb. 9, Desert Harbor Elgmenta;y School Library, 15585 N. 91st Ave.
Mgsquite District

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Feb. 9, Sunrise Mountain Library Community Room, 21109 N. 98th Ave.

http://www.peoriatimes.com/news/article_91 3 853e0-2a23-11e0-85b3-001cc4c03286.html?... 7/7/2011



*Wed, Jan 26, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. ~ Peoria City Hall, 8401 W. Moaroc St. — Acacia District

Residents are being encouraged to put in their two cents on the redrawing
process.

Redistricting happens every time new Census numbers are released to adjust :
for changes in population. The aim is for each district to have sboutthe same |
number of people. :

Peoria's current population is estimated at about 160,000. If this is borne out in

Census figures, each district would have to have between 26,000 and 27,000
residents. The current boundaries, based on the 2000 Census, assumed cach council member would represent
sbout 18,000 residents based on the population of 108,000. The Mesquite District in north Peoria has shown the
most growth in the past decade. B

Cnyofﬁqakamedthenmﬂunbum(h:mofﬁvecmmaldiﬁrm Pine, Acacia, Palo Verde, Witlow and )
MmMWWPﬂoV&&MWﬂmeMWW&mm :
|

mdnnguminmmdhmwbennmm Mwwldapptyooﬂnmoumdldecuonmzolz
Potentially, some council members could find themselves out of their district. )

mnatoamcilelecuoulsmhmwod.npmwdbwandlmnDaveParsm,W'uow,lqmsumdby 4
Councilwoman Joan Evans, and Mesquite, represented by Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat. |
Meetings are being held in each council district.
TomwmmmmMamuwmmwmmmm contact the
City Cleri’s office at 623-773-7340, or email www.cityckrki@peoriaaz.gov. There’s also 2
website-www.peoriaaz gov/redistricting

Meetings:

Wed, Jan 26, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. — Sun Valkey Elementary School, 8361 N. 95th Ave. — Pine District

Mo, Feb 7, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. — Oasis Elementary School, 7841 W. Swectwater Ave. — Palo Verde District

Mon, Feb 7, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. — Oakwood Efementary School, 12900 N. 71st Ave. — Willow District
Wed, Feb 9, S p.m. to 6 p.m. — Desert Harbor Elementary School, 15585 N. 91st Ave. — Ironwood District

Wed, Feb 9, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. -— Sunrise Mountain Library, 21109 N. 98th Ave. — Mesquite District

Wadnesdsy, Jamaty 26, 2011 at 1806 AM .
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Council district boundaries will change

By CAROLYN DRYER
EpiTor ,
J A =B~/
As the old song goes,
“There’ll be some changes
made” once the census
numbers in Peoria are final.
But first, each council-
member will hold public
scoping meetings in their
districts. Then, there will
be a public meeting with
the city’s demographic
consultant, National De-
mographic Corporation.
City Attorney Steve
Kemp said citizen kits will

soon be issued to allow
residents to draw their own
ideas for new boundary
lines for council districts.
Those ideas will be sub-
mitted to city officials and
National Demographic and

be taken into account. for-

redistricting.

Census information will

not be available until Feb-
ruary and maybe not until
April.

“The city will be looked
at block by block and tract
by tract in terms of popula-
tion,” Kemp said.

Since the 2000 census,
Peoria has seen an increase
of 9,000 people per council
district, and from a survey
of utility connections, has
162,000 residents. Kemp
said the biggest differential
between districts can be no
more than 5 percent. Also,
a district has to have con-
tiguous boundaries and be
compact. i

Arizona is one of 17
states covered by the Fed-
eral Voting Rights Act of
1965.

More CENSUS on 5
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Census could change district boundaries
By CAROLYN DRYER, Editor | Posted: Thursday, December 23, 2010 2:30 pm .

As the old song goes, "There'll be some changes made" once the census numbers in Peoria are
final. But first, each councilmember will hold public scoping meetings in their districts. Then,
there will be a public meeting with the city's demographic consultant, National Demographic
Corporation.

City Attorney Steve Kemp said citizen kits will soon be issued to allow residents to draw their
own ideas for new boundary lines for council districts. Those ideas will be submitted to city
officials and National Demographic and be taken into account for redistricting.

Census information will not be available until February and perhaps until April.
"The city will be looked at block by block and tract by tract in terms of population," Kemp said.

Since the 2000 census, Peoria has seen an increase of 9,000 people per council district, and from a
survey of utility connections, now has 162,000 residents. Kemp said federal courts have said the
biggest differential between districts can be no more than 5 percent. Also, a district has to have
contiguous boundaries and be compact.

Arizona is one of 17 states covered by the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965.

"We have an affirmative duty to assure our minority community participates in the election
process and elects candidates of their choice," Kemp said. "The Acacia District is a minority
influenced district. Under federal law, we have a duty to maintain those percentages."

But that has become a problem in Peoria, Kemp said.

"The Latino community's income has grown," Kemp said, "so (people) have moved around the
city. They have more income, more choices. So, it's really an integration of the cdmmum'ty -a
good thing. But, from the feds' (viewpoint), we don't have the concentration as in the past.”

Kemp said the city anticipates submitting the redistricting plan in June to the U.S. Department of
Justice, which now requires electronic submission. '

"_One of the difficulties is sheer volume," Kemp said.

To check out the census link, visit the city's website at www.peoriaaz.gov.

http://www.peoriatimes.com/news/headlines/article  915102a8-0Oebe-11€0-8656-001cc4c032... 7/7/2011
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Census will reshape Peoria's
council districts

:by Sonu Munshi - Nov. 5, 2010 10:18 AM
The Arizona Republic

It's time to pull out some sharpies.

Peoria has hired consultant National
Demographics Corporation for $57,000 to
help with its redistricting process. That will
start once new census numbers are released
by the February deadline.

After each census, congressional, legislative
and local districts are redrawn to adjust for
population numbers so that districts have
roughly equal population. The redrawing of
maps would lead to some residents getting
shifted from one district to another.

That shift also means a change in‘political
boundaries for council members, one or
more of whom may even find themselves out
of his or her current dlstnct

Residents impacted

"It's going to be very controversial,” C|ty
| Attorney Steve Kemp said. :

He said the process has a political element to
it and at the same time affects residents.

"They may have had a longtime relationship
with a particular council member or
sometimes people develop an identity in a
particular district and they are no longer
part of that," Kemp said.

Peoria plans to hold public meeiings by
January.

Kemp said based on estimated population
growth - largely in the northern Peoria, Pine,
Acacia, Palo Verde, Willow and Ironwood
districts - should see their northern
boundaries move further north. Palo Verde
and Willow could see their southemn
boundaries move north.

The changes would apply in the 2012
council elections slated for Ironwood,
represented by Councilman Dave Pearson,
Willow district, represented by
Councilwoman Joan Evans, and Mesquite .
district, represented by Cathy Carlat.
Carlat's district, with 55,000 residents, is
going to be cut in half.

"This is going to be a major shake-up in our
city," Carlat said.

Residents, too, can suggest how to divvy up
Peoria's estimated current population of
about 160,000 into six districts. Each
district will have between 26,000 and 27,000
residents, compared to 18,000 residents a
decade ago.

Challenges ahead

Council members will send their preferred
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option to the U.S. Department of Justice, live in the district they represent.
which makes the final decision.
Also, Maricopa County voting precinct

The federal government places some caveats boundaries could be significantly different
on the process. A district with a primarily from city boundaries. So it would be hard to
minority population has to stay intact, so its avoid having residents in the same precinct
voting power as a bloc remains. In Peoria, in multiple council districts.

‘that district is Acacia.
"In some cases preserving incumbents is
In the last two decades, Kemp said Peoria has going to be an extremely challenging issue,"

witnessed a regression of the minority Kemp said.
Hispanic community in Acacia. He said that's
because with a rise in. income levels, many Political ramifications

‘have moved into more-expensive homes
outside the area. That would make it hard to

Politi - ho i
fulfill the federal mandate. olitical consultant Phillip Hubbard, who in

1990 was involved in legislative redistricting,
said, "There are few things in politics as

"We literally will have streets where we're political as redistricting.”

going to have one side of the street in one .
district and another side of the street in

R . And for elected officials, it could mean they
another district," Kemp said.

find themselves out of their own district.

Communities of interest also have to be
protected. These are neighborhoods with a
strong identity such as Vistancia or Desert
Harbor. ’ '

"When the music stops, someone won't have
a chair,” Hubbard said.

Ask former Peoria Mayor Ken Forgia. As a
councilman in the Mesquite district, he
found himself ousted from his own district

in 2001 and dumped into Ironwood after
Westbrook Village, where he lived, shifted to

Each district's population has to also be
within a 5 percent difference of each other.

Another challenge is a narrow point of the
city between Bell and Beardsley roads. Peoria
is only 1.25 miles wide at that point without

. ‘ ’ ,;
natural landmarks. (__Wess

Kemp said to bring three council districts

through that narrow point to move up north Access restricted. Cate
would be a head-scratcher. ’
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the federal guidelines don't leave room for 0924762773419
accommodation of keeping their district
intact so council members don't find
themselves out of it. That's a concern
because council members are required to

User: Natalie Gilstrap f
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Ironwood after the 2000 census.

‘g . . . Terms of Service
Hubbard said in his experience he said there Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights
is typically some horse trading. Ad Choices

"It's common for an elected official to say,
'I'd be happy to give this one to you because
the community never liked me anyway,' "
Hubbard said.

The final boundaries are drawn by council
members, under federal guidelines, despite
the potential for conflict of interest.

Rob Richie, executive director of fairvote.org
, said there are certain voters whom
politicians want or would like to get rid of.
Or, an incumbent may try to avoid running
against someone else, so they carve out a
district that doesn't include the potential
opponent or put two elected officials in the
same district.

But council members are accountable to
voters and risk getting criticized if they put
their own interests ahead of a credible

‘| redistricting process, Richie said.

Pearson said hiring a consultant can dampen
the political aspects of the process.

"Left internally, you would see more Advertisement
pressure on staffers," he said. ’ M Q
‘ “«  WeEss
And Hubbard said public participation in the ’
- process, if only from "political junkies," is

vital. Access restricted. Cati}.
"The reality is that only a few people Reas:t; -*:?ti f,‘}ged?ﬁ';yl;b,e
participate in these things but those few who : zcentral.com;ga
do, their opinion really can count," he said. 0924762773419
"if a decision goes to court, for instance, T
their comments, which are public record, User: Natalie Gilstrap §
can make a difference.”

i
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Peoria prepares to redraw
council districts

by Sherry Anne Rubiano - Jan. 29, 2009 08:19 AM

The Arizona Republic

Peoria is preparing to redraw its district
boundaries after the 2010 census.

The city is required to adjust the boundaries
for its six City Council districts after each
census to accommodate population
changes.

Peoria also must redraw district lines to be
in accordance with the Voting Rights Act of
1965, a federal law that applies to Arizona
and 16 other states. Under that law,
government bodies need to take steps to
ensure there are opportunities for minority
representation and minority candidates, said
Steve Kemp, city attorney .

"When we do redistricting decisions, we have
to protect the ability of recognized minority
voters to influence the election process," he
said.

The council discussed redistricting at a
recent study session .

District lines were last redrawn after the
2000 census.

In 2000, Peoria's estimated population was
108,364, with about 18,000 residents per -
district.

In 2010, the city's population is estimated to
be between 156,000 and-162,000, with
25,000 to 27,000 residents per district.

Kemp said he can make some redistricting
projections based on the number of
registered voters in each district.

He said the southern districts - Acacia, Palo
Verde and Pine - will likely be geographically
larger, whereas the Mesquite District will
likely be a bit smaller. He said boundaries for
the fronwood and Willow districts may also
extend, depending on what changes are
made to the Mesquite District.

The city is already in the planning prdcess.

"The census isn't going to be started until
about April of 2010, but we have to be ready
when we do get census data back," City
Clerk Mary Jo Kief said.

Kief said city staff would like to hire a
consultant to help review and analyze census
block data, which will be used during the
redistricting process.

Once the city receives the census data, it will
identify any major changes and new
communities of interest since the last
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redistricting. Staffers also will identify
changes in racial and ethnic composition of
communities that affect district boundaries
and identify natural and physical constraints.

Kemp said that if there are significant
minority populations identified in the 2010
census, that may require the formation of
another minority-emphasis district. In
Peoria, the current minority-emphasis
district is Acacia.

The city will hold several public meetings
and meet with minority groups such as the
National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

A proposal will be presented to the City
Council in early 2011. The city must submit
its redistricting proposal to the U.S.
Department of Justice for approval before
the new district boundaries are implemented.
The new district lines will be in effect for the
2012 elections.
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By CAROLYN DRYER
Ebitor

Council representation
will change for many resi-
dents in 2012. The reason?
Census figures will be
changing because of the
city’s growth, and in three
or four districts, boundary

lines will change as well to

comply with Department
of Justice rules.

City Attorney Steve
Kemp and City Clerk Mary
Jo Kief summarized the
requirements of the DOJ
during a council study ses-
sion Tuesday afternoon.

The city was incorpo-

e Peoria’s Hometown Newspaper a—

50¢

.neorlatlmes.com

Council boundaries set to change in 2012

rated in 1954, but became
a charter city in 1983. It
is required to adjust dis-
trict boundaries to provide
equal population in each
district. Adjustments must
be made after each decen-
nial and mid-decennial
census. . '
Arizona is one of 17

states subject to the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, as

- amended. The act requires

DOJ review and approval
of redistricting proposals
before they can be imple-

‘mented. The proposals

must also show if there is a
large mineority population
in a district as well.

In 2000, Kief said
Peoria’s population was
108,364.1n 2007, the pop-
ulation was 146,743 and

of that total, 27,348 (18.6 -

percent) were Hispanics.
Over a 10-year period,
the city experienced a
35.4-percent increase in
population growth. Today,

January 23, 2009

estimates put the-city’s
population at 156,000 to
162,000 in 2010, when the
census will be taken.

“The minority popula- |
tion is significant in the
Acacia district,” Kief
said.

More BOUNDARIES on A2
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However, in 1990, the number of
Hispanics in Acacia was 45 percent, but
has since dropped to 30 percent.

The VRA requires redistricting deci-
sions to protect the ability of recognized
minority voters to influence the election
process. (In Arizona, this is primarily
Latino. If a minority population is sig-

| nificant, the VRA requires formation of
a minority emphasis district to protect
minority candidates from racial hlock
voting against them.)

Also, the cohesiveness of a minority

- population plays a part, Kief said, and
if a minority population does not have
cohesive voting, the court generally
treats it differently.

Throughout the city, district popula-
tions must be equal with a 10-percent

- deviation. A district must be contigu-

ous; it cannot be separated. However, it
can be connected by rights of way.

A district must follow natural and ar-
tificial boundaries, such as State Routes
101, 303 and U.S. 60; Lake Pleasant
Parkway; New and Agua Fria rivers.

Communities of interest also must
be taken into consideration. Those in
Peoria include Westbrook Village, Ven-
tana Lakes and Desert Harbor, where
common amenitics are located. Then,
there are political subdivisions such as
precincts and county lines. An interest-
ing part of Peoria’s redistricting process
involves two counties: Maricopa and
Yavapai. )

“We’re already in the planning pro-
cess for redistricting,” Kief said. “We’re
reviewing the 1990 scope of work.”

She said the city would probably
need a consultant that has knowledge

and expertise city staff does not neces-
sarily possess.

In the coming months, Kief said the
city would begin collecting information
and hold public meetings and post an
interactive page on its Web site. Kief
said she would meet with all minority
groups and work with the city’s public
affairs department to make sure those
groups receive all of the pertinent in-
formation.

Citizens can also submit their own
suggestions for redistricting.

“It’s very much a citizen process,”
Kief said.

Kemp said documents should be sent
and pre-clearance received from the
DOJ in 2011 to ensure new boundaries
are in effect for the 2012 election.

Kief said the city is working closely
with Maricopa County because “they -
will be drawing precinct lines and also
state legislative districts.”

Council districts expected to pick up
residents ar¢ Acacia and Palo Verde.
Pine and Willow will pick up some new
residents and lose a few others, Kemp
said, while Mesquite’s geographic
boundaries are expected to be smaller
and Ironwood and Willow - all districts
in the south part of Peoria - are expected
to be larger.

Numbers show the following voter
registration numbers in each district;

Mesquite 26,000
Ironwood 13,000
Palo Verde 10,000
Willow 11,000
Acacia ' 7,000
Pine 10,000
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