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Redistricting meeting draws few people  

Posted: Thursday, January 27, 2011 8:00 pm | Updated: 8:56 am, Thu Jan 27, 2011.  

By CAROLYN DRYER, Editor  |  

There were perhaps five people sitting in the audience from minority groups during a minority outreach redistricting meeting held Monday 
morning at Peoria's council chamber. The meeting was called to encourage public involvement among minorities in redrawing the city's 
council district boundaries. 

After each census, decennial and mid-decennial, the city is required to adjust its district boundaries to ensure roughly equal population in 
each district. City Attorney Steve Kemp said the old rule was a 10-percent differential or less. But, he pointed out the city today is looking at 
a 5-percent differential. 

With new rules in place since 2000, cities must look at contiguity vs. compactness vs. preserving minority representation with more concern 
on compactness than in the past. 

Also, in the past, those charged with drawing new boundaries look at preserving districts for existing elected officials. This resulted in 
gerrymandering. Peoria does not consider elected officials' residences when new boundaries are drawn for council districts. That was a result 
of a 1988 City Charter initiative, Kemp said. 

Arizona is one of 17 states the U.S. Department of Justice presides over when it comes to redistricting, Kemp said. This came in 1965 with 
the passage of the Voting Rights Act. He added that with minority population regression in districts, the DOJ will evaluate the redistricting 
process more critically this year, "Making sure all voters have a choice." 

Kemp said over the years, minority population regression has effectively diminished the number of minorities in certain districts. This has 
occurred specifically in Acacia District in southeastern Peoria. 

"One of the difficulties in Peoria is income levels of the Latino population has increased," Kemp said. 

Regression means the percentage loss and loss of influence of a minority population in a minority oriented district. 

"We're beginning to see that," Kemp said, noting that the Palo Verde District now has a 22-percent minority population. 

He said some regression is expected due to increases in income levels, which results in distribution of minority population across the city as 
people move into "move up neighborhoods." 

In the handout Monday, one paragraph stated the DOJ is concerned that regression is not the result of governmental action. 

Kemp said there was more focus on protecting minority language communities and the burden of justification has been placed on local 
government. That is one of the reasons the city held the minority outreach meeting Monday, he said. 

Gilbert Vasquez, a resident of Trilogy at Vistancia in North Peoria, and a lifelong resident of the West Valley (raised in Glendale), made 
some startling statements at the meeting. 

He said, "Minorities don't vote. So, why have minorities in a group? They don't vote anyway." 
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Kemp said it was to give them an opportunity. 

Vasquez said, "They have the opportunity all the time. They just don't do it. Personally, it shouldn't matter. They don't vote. They just don't 
care." 

He said it was a cultural thing, and that many just do not believe their vote matters. 

But, the requirement to reach out to them is the law. 

Peoria's rapid growth during the last decade guarantees that the districts will look much different than they do now. 

In fact, City Attorney Steve Kemp, who conducted the meeting, noted that Acacia, Pine, Palo Verde and Willow, and Ironwood districts 
would continue to see their northern boundaries move farther north. Palo Verde and Willow will probably see their southern boundaries 
move north as well. This will have an impact on the narrow point of the city between Bell and Beardsley roads. 

"An entire district could be moved," Kemp said. 

During the redistricting process, the city must collect information about annexations since 100, population, minority population and 
projected housing development. Also, there must be information about past elections, canvasses, voting patterns, minority or majority block 
voting; communities of interest, areas that are viewed as a local community, such as Westbrook Village in the Ironwood District, and 
Vistancia in the Mesquite District. 

Kemp said some do not have a defined area, but if communities of interest are separated, the perception could be the city is doing something 
resulting in regression or gerrymandering. 

The city must show development patterns since 2000, and how population and minority population may have been impacted. 

Natural and physical landmarks also have to be considered. One of the situations the city wants to avoid is having people living across the 
street from each other living in different districts. 

In 2000, the city adopted district boundaries based on a population of 108,000. That boundary change resulted in a median district 
population of 18,000 with a variance of up to 10 percent. District populations varied from a low of 17,100 to a high of 18,900. 

In 2010, the city's population is anticipated to be approximately 160,000 (based on the census and sewer hookups). Based on this population, 
districts will have a median population of 26,700 with a variance of 5 percent. The district populations could vary from 26,066 to 27,334, a 
variance of about 1,300. 

The next steps involve a six-month process. Initial census information is expected anytime from February to May. Kemp said initial 
redistricting concepts will be developed in April and May with public input on those concepts May to June. 

In June, council will hold a study session to identify preferred final options, and a review with submission to the DOJ for preclearance in 
July. Once the approval is received from the DOJ, the city will adopt the new boundaries and approve an ordinance to that effect with new 
boundaries applying to the 2012 elections. 

To the question, "What happens if a councilperson is redistricted out?" Kemp said that person would remain in office until the end of their 
present term. 

To learn more, visit the city website at www.peoriaaz.gov/redistricting. 
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