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Amendment #1 – January 16, 2009 
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  
AND STUDY SESSION 

NOTICE & AGENDA 
Tuesday, January 20, 2009 

4:00 PM 
PINE CONFERENCE ROOM 

          
 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

CONVENE: 
ROLL CALL: 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
1C Authorization to Hold an Executive Session 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.4: Discussion and 
possible action to authorize the holding of an Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussion and consultation 
with legal counsel for legal advice on pending litigation 
and arbitration in City of Tolleson v. City of Peoria. 

Note:  Executive Session will be held after the 
adjournment of the 4:00 p.m. Special Meeting and 
Study Session. 
 

STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

Subjects for Discussion Only: 

1. Public Safety Radio System Update 
2. E-Government Update 
3. Redistricting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Vicki Hunt 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
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Mary Jo Kief, City Clerk 
 
Date Posted:  January 16, 2009 
 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities. Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, and assistive listening devices are available upon 72 hours 
advance notice through the Office of the City Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 
150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-
7304. To the extent possible, additional reasonable accommodations will be made 
available within the time constraints of the request. 























City of Peoria 2010 
Redistricting Overview

Mary Jo Kief, City Clerk
Steve Kemp, City Attorney



BACKGROUND
•Peoria became a charter city in 1983.
•1989 charter provision.
• City is required to adjust district 
boundaries to provide equal population 
in each district.

•Adjustments must be made after each 
decennial and mid decennial census.



BACKGROUND

•District lines were last redrawn following 
the 2000 census.  

•Redistricting process based on the total 
population of the City.



BACKGROUND
•Arizona is one of 17 states subject to the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 as amended.
•The Voting Rights Act requires U.S. 
Department of Justice Pre-clearance of 
redistricting decisions before they are 
implemented.
•Minority representation/ minority 
candidates. 



POPULATION

• District map based 
on 2000 census.

• 2000 population: 
108,364.

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 
Population Estimates, Census 2000,
1990 Census)



POPULATION

•2007 estimated population: 146,743.
•2007 Estimated Hispanic or Latino 
population: 27,348 (18.6%). 

•Approximately 35.4% increase in growth.

(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007 Population Estimates, Census 2000,
1990 Census)



POPULATION
•Arizona Data Center (now part of the 
Arizona Department of Commerce) 
estimated the City’s 2008 population at 
155,560.

•Based on Arizona’s reduced growth in 
2008-2009, 2010 population could be 
between 156,000 and 162,000.



CRITERIA
•Districts must be: 
Øcontiguous –the district cannot be 

separated; however, it can be 
connected by rights of way.
Øfollow natural and artificial boundaries, 

such as:
1. State Routes 101,303 and US 60
2. Lake Pleasant Parkway
3. New River and Agua Fria River



CRITERIA
•Keep communities of interest together, 
such as:

1.  Westbrook Village
2.  Ventana Lakes
3.  Desert Harbor

• Follow boundaries of other political 
subdivisions, county precinct lines.



CRITERIA-Voting Rights Act
•Redistricting decisions must protect the 
ability of recognized minority voters to 
influence the election process.  (In 
Arizona, this is primarily Latino)
•Significant minority population will require 
formation of a minority emphasis district to 
protect minority candidates from racial 
block voting against them.  



CRITERIA in Order of Importance
• Federal court cases require that districts 

must contain a substantially equal 
population (the greatest variance ever 
permitted is 16% .  Generally aim for 10% 
or less).

• Minority representation.
• Community identification and 

geographical boundaries.



PLANNING
•A Request For Proposal will be issued to 
retain a demographics consultant.

•Once a contract has been awarded, the 
City Clerk and City Attorney will work with 
the consultant to prepare for the 
beginning stages of the redistricting 
process.



ELEMENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL 
REDISTRICTING

•Information Collection.
•Public input from the community and    
interested parties.  

•Legal compliance.
•Department of Justice Pre-Clearance.



REDISTRICTING PROCESS
•Obtain population count from the 2010 
census.

•Identify major changes and new 
communities since last redistricting.

•Identify changes in racial and ethnic 
composition of communities that impacts 
district boundaries.

•Identify natural and physical constraints.



REDISTRICTING PROCESS

• Update existing statistical data.
• Database will include population statistics 

by enumeration districts, ethnic 
background, and age.



REDISTRICTING PROCESS
•Public meetings
•Interim report/distribute citizen kits
•Identify resulting deviation
•Develop proposals
•Final report
•Department of Justice approval
•Effective date for new electoral district 
boundary lines



EXPECTATIONS

• Peoria will continue to have a minority 
emphasis district.

• As the population distribution continues to 
move north, some district boundaries will 
move north.

• Districts in the south will become 
geographically larger.



EXPECTATIONS

•In 2000, district populations were 18,000 
per district. 

• In 2010, district populations will be 
approximately 25,000 - 27,000 per 
district.



 
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  
AND STUDY SESSION 

NOTICE & AGENDA 
Tuesday, June 1, 2010 

4:00 PM 
PINE ROOM 

          
 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

CONVENE:  
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Vicki Hunt 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson  
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
 

PLEDGE: 
ROLL CALL: 
 
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City Council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
1C Disposition of Absence 

Discussion and possible action to excuse the absence 
of Mayor Bob Barrett from the Special City Council  
Meeting and Study Session held at 4:00 p.m. and from 
the Regular City Council Meeting held at 7:00 p.m. on 
May 4, 2010. 

2C Code Amendment, Chapter 12, 2009 Model 
 City Tax Code 

Discussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2010-11 
amending Chapter 12 of the Peoria City Code (1992 
Edition) by adopting the 2009 changes to the City of 
Peoria Model City Tax Code. 
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3C Annexation Development Agreement, Southeast Corner of 

139th Avenue and Dixileta Drive 

Discussion and possible action to approve an annexation agreement for 
approximately 640 acres located at the southeast corner of 139th Avenue 
and Dixileta Drive alignment(s). (LCON05410) 

4C Grant Application, U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation, WaterSMART: Water and Energy Efficiency 
Grants 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-29 authorizing an 
application to the U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation for a 
WaterSMART: Water and Energy Efficiency Grant for 2010. (LCON05510) 

5C Memorandum of Understanding, Arizona Department of Public 
Safety, Connectivity to the Arizona Counter Terrorism 
Information Center Terrorism Liaison Officer Systems and 
Program Enhancements 

Discussion and possible action to approve a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Arizona Department of Public Safety to establish 
connectivity to the Arizona Department of Public Safety Arizona Counter 
Terrorism Information Center (ACTIC) Terrorism Liaison Officer (TLO) 
systems and enhance the ACTIC TLO Program intelligence collection and 
domestic preparedness for Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, 
Explosive response services concerning the activities of terrorism. 
(LCON05610) 

6C Intergovernmental Agreement, Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation, Repairs of the Peoria Avenue Bridge over New 
River 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-30 approving an 
Intergovernmental Agreement with the Maricopa County Department of 
Transportation for the repair of the Peoria Avenue Bridge over New River 
(Structure Number 9427). (LCON05710) 

7C Intergovernmental Agreement Amendment, State of Arizona, 
Construction of the Beardsley Road Extension 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-31 approving Revised 
Amendment No. 1 to the Intergovernmental Agreement with the State of 
Arizona for construction of the Beardsley Road Extension. (LCON05709B) 
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8C Intergovernmental Agreement Amendment, State of Arizona, 

Pavement Preservation,  83rd Avenue and 99th Avenue and 
Union Hills Drive to Deer Valley Road 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-32 approving 
Intergovernmental Agreement Amendment No. 1 with the State of Arizona 
for the pavement preservation of certain roadways located in the vicinity 
between 83rd Avenue and 99th Avenue and Union Hills Drive to Deer 
Valley Road. (LCON05810) 

9C Contract, Hays Companies, Benefits Consultant Services 

Discussion and possible action to award a one (1) year term contract with 
four (4) one-year extensions to Hays Companies with an annual fee of 
$52,000 for benefits consultant services, effective July 1, 2010. 
(LCON05910) 

10C Contract, Pacific Municipal Consultants, Osuna Park, 83rd 
Avenue and Washington Street 

Discussion and possible action to award a professional services contract 
in the not-to-exceed amount of $100,515 to Pacific Municipal Consultants 
for design and construction administration services for Osuna Park, 
located at 83rd Avenue and Washington Street. (LCON06010) 

11C Contract, D’Onofrio Monh Environmental, L.L.C., 91st Avenue; 
Thunderbird Road to Greenway Road Noise Study 

Discussion and possible action to (a) award a contract in the amount of 
$16,939 to D’Onofrio Monh Environmental, L.L.C. for the 91st Avenue; 
Thunderbird Road to Greenway Road Noise Study (LCON06110); (b) 
authorize the use of reserves; and (c) approve a budget transfer in the 
amount of $16,939 from the General Fund Contingency Account to the 
Engineering Services Division, Other Professional Services Account. 

12C Authorize Expenditure, Server Replacements, PeopleSoft 
Human Capital Management System Upgrade 

Discussion and possible action to (a) authorize the early procurement of 
two computer servers in the not-to-exceed amount of $22,000 for the 
upgrade of the PeopleSoft Human Capital Management System and (b) 
authorize a budget transfer in the amount of $22,000 from the General 
Fund Contingency Account to the IT Reserve for System Computer 
Equipment Capital Outlay Computer Hardware Account. 
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13C Fiscal Year 2010 Budget Amendments 

Discussion and possible action to approve the Fiscal Year 2010 Third 
Quarter Budget Amendments. 

14C Tentative Fiscal Year 2011 Budget 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-28 approving the 
Tentative Fiscal Year 2011 Budget in the amount of $455,000,000. 

15C Capital Improvement Program, Fiscal Year 2011-2020 

Discussion and possible action to approve RES. 2010-33 adopting the 
Fiscal Year 2011 Capital Improvement Program. 

16C Reimbursement of Capital Project Costs 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-34 authorizing the 
reimbursement of $34,943,014 in capital project costs with the proceeds of 
bond issues. 

17C Sale of General Obligation Bonds, Series 2010 

Discussion and possible action to (a) adopt RES. 2010-35 ordering the 
Sale of City of Peoria, General Obligation Bonds (Projects of 2000, 2005 
and 2008), Series 2010, in the total aggregate principal amount of not-to-
exceed $31,000,000; (b) fixing the date and hour of sale of such bonds; 
(c) delegating to the Chief Financial Officer of the City authority to finalize 
matters in the Notice of Sale of such bonds; and (d) authorizing the 
preparation, use and distribution of an Official Statement relating to such 
bonds. 

18C Deeds and Easements, Various Location 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-36 accepting deeds 
and easements for various real property interests acquired by the City and 
previously recorded by the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office. 

19C Final Plat, Agave Courts, South of Jomax Road and East of 
75th Avenue 

Discussion and possible action to approve a Final Plat for Agave Courts, 
located south of Jomax Road and east of 75th Avenue, subject to 
stipulations. 
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20C Final Plat, Community of Grace Lutheran Church, Pinnacle 

Peak Road, East of 107th Avenue 

Discussion and possible action to approve the Final Plat for Community of 
Grace Lutheran Church, located on Pinnacle Peak Road, east of 107th 
Avenue, subject to stipulations. 

21C Final Plat, Garrett’s Place, 93rd Avenue South of Jomax Road 

Discussion and possible action to approve the Final Plat of Garrett’s 
Place, located at 93rd Avenue south of Jomax Road, subject to 
stipulations. 

22C Final Plat, Peoria Grand Mini Storage Market Street, Market 
Street South of Peoria Avenue 

Discussion and possible action to approve the Final Plat for Peoria Grand 
Mini Storage Market Street, located on Market Street south of Peoria 
Avenue, subject to stipulations. 

23C Replat, Amended Plat of Arrowhead Auto Plaza, Southwest 
Corner of Bell Road and 88th Drive 

Discussion and possible action to approve the Replat for Arrowhead Auto 
Plaza, located on the southwest corner of Bell Road and 88th Drive, 
subject to stipulations. 

24C Authorization to Hold an Executive Session 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03:  Discussion and possible action to 
authorize the holding of an Executive Session for the purposes of:             

 a)   Discussion with Legal Counsel for legal advice pertaining to  
        the Quintero Golf and Country Club (Pursuant to A.R.S. §  
        38-431.03.A.3) and  

 b)   Discussion with Legal Counsel for legal advice pertaining to  
       Desert Harbor (Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.3) 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome. 
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting. The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
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STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

Subjects for Discussion Only: 

1. Apprenticeship Program. 
2. Mining. 
3. Redistricting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 
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CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA CC:   

COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS Amend No.   

Date Prepared: May 21, 2010 Council Meeting Date: June 1, 2010 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council  

FROM: 
Steve Kemp, City Attorney 
Mary Jo Waddell, City Clerk 

SUBJECT: Redistricting Study Session 

SUMMARY:    

The purpose of this study session is to outline the beginning of the Peoria Redistricting 
Process.  The presentation will cover four areas. 
 

1. Legal Changes In Redistricting 
2. The  Redistricting Process 
3. Expectations in the Redistricting Process 
4. What’s Next in the Redistricting Process. 

 
As with prior processes, the Offices of the City Clerk and City Attorney will work with a 
number of city departments, outside entities and consultants to oversee the process. 
As we proceed with redistricting we will continue to update the Council using the study 
session process . 

 

ATTACHMENT: 

1. Powerpoint Presentation 

321
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 Steve Kemp, City Attorney
 Mary Jo Waddell, City Clerk

Redistricting 2010



Redistricting 2010

 Changes in the Legal environment since 2000
 Changes in population equality.  The old rule was a 

10% differential between districts.  Today, we will 
look at a 5% differential

 Contiguity  v  Compactness v preserving minority 
representation.  Changes in the rules since 2000.

 Limits on preserving districts for existing elected 
officials



Redistricting 2010

 Minority Population regression
 The U.S. Department of Justice has indicated for 

2010 redistricting that minority population 
regression in districts will be more critically 
evaluated than in the past.

 Significant augmentation in staff and resources to 
the Civil Rights Division of the Justice Department

 Increased concern over protecting minority 
language communities

 Burden of justification on the local government



Redistricting 2010

 The process
 Information collection and verification—Ongoing
 What types of information must be collected?



Redistricting 2010

 Information collection
 Collect information about annexations, since 

2000, population, minority population, projected 
housing development

 past elections, canvasses, voting patterns, 
minority or majority block voting

 communities of interest, areas that are viewed as 
a local community

 development patterns since 2000, how population 
and minority population may have been impacted



Redistricting 2010

 Identify changes in natural and physical 
landmarks  
 These landmarks may be suitable for district lines, 

includes:
 rivers
 highways
 parkways



Redistricting 2010

 Identifying Members of the community for 
input on redistricting
 Members of minority communities
 Community involvement
 Members of boards, commissions, other political 

subdivisions



Redistricting 2010

 Expectations
 In 2000, Peoria adopted Districts based on a 

population of 108,000 
 resulting in a median district population of 18,000, 

with a variance of up to 10%, resulting in district 
populations from 17,100 to 18,900



Redistricting 2010

 Expectations
 In 2010, Peoria’s population is anticipated to be 

approximately 160,000.  
 Based on this population districts will have a 

median district population of 26,700 with a 
variance of 5% resulting in district populations 
from 26,066 to 27,334



Redistricting 2010

 Pine, Acacia Palo Verde, Willow and Ironwood 
Districts will continue to see their Northern 
Boundaries move further North. 

 Palo Verde and Willow  District will see their 
Southern Boundaries move North

 Impact of the narrow point of the city 
between Bell Road and Beardsley Road.



Redistricting 2010

 Minimizing minority population regression in 
Acacia.
 Regression means the percentage loss and loss of 

influence of a minority population in a minority 
oriented  district.

 Some regression is expected due to increases in 
income levels which results in distribution of 
minority population across the city, as people 
move into “move up neighborhoods”.

 Justice Department is concerned that regression is 
not the result of governmental action



Redistricting 2010

 What’s Next—Short  Term next six months

 Citizen Input Meetings by District—Fall 2010
 Citizen kit submission—Fall 2010
 Council member interviews on expectations—Fall 

2010
 Networking with the County on precinct 

boundaries—Fall 2010 – Winter 2011.
 Networking with Minority Interest Groups-Fall 2010 

– Winter 2011.
 .



Redistricting 2010

 What’s Next—Long term six months and longer
 Receipt of Initial Census Information February – May 2011.  
 Develop Initial Redistricting Concepts—April – May 2011
 Public Input on Concepts—May – June 2011
 Council Study Session to identify preferred final options-

June 2011.
 Review of final options for legal and elections conformity.  

Submission of recommended option for council approval in 
July 2011.

 Submission of approved option to the U.S. Department of 
Justice for preclearance.



Redistricting 2010

 Completion
 New Boundaries will apply in 2012 elections



Redistricting 2010

 Questions?
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CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA CC:  7C 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS Amend No.   

Date Prepared: October 12, 2010 Council Meeting Date: October 19, 2010 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council  

FROM: Steve Kemp, City Attorney 

SUBJECT: Consultant Services for 2010 Redistricting 

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Mayor and Council approve the award of a 
contract for consultant services to assist in the 2010 Redistricting to National 
Demographics Corporation 

SUMMARY:  The City underwent a competitive procurement for consultant services to 
assist the Office of the City Attorney and the City Clerk Department in undertaking the 
2010 Redistricting of City Council Districts.  The City received a number of responses 
and interviewed the top two qualified firms.  The Interview committee included 
representatives from the City Clerk Department, City Attorney’s Office, City Manager’s 
Office, Information Technology and Planning. 
 
After a review of the submissions and the interviews, the staff recommends the 
selection of National Demographics Corporation as the redistricting consultant to assist 
the City.  The purpose of the consultant services is to provide specialized demographics 
review of census information and to assist in the public comment and input process.  
With the technology now in place in the City, we will be using our own technology to the 
extent possible in order to minimize cost.  The City Attorney’s Office includes two 
lawyers with extensive experience in election law, which will allow us to assist and 
minimize costs. 
 
National Demographics Corporation has extensive experience in working in local 
government redistricting.  This includes both cities in Arizona and California.  This 
experience is important as cities in both states are subject to pre-clearance under 
Section 5 of the federal Voting Rights Act.   
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Costs were included in the City Clerk FY2010 – 2011 budget.  We do not anticipate total 
cost to exceed $57,000, for the consultant services.  

Therefore it is my recommendation that the Mayor and Council approve the award of a 
contract for consultant services for redistricting to National Demographics Corporation 

FISCAL NOTE: (If Applicable) 

Funding in FY 2010-2011 City Clerk Budget 

ATTACHMENT: 
1. Proposed Contract 



AMENDMENT #1-October 18, 2010 
 

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
NOTICE & AGENDA 

Tuesday, October 19, 2010 
7:00 PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
         

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345  

 
CONVENE:  

 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Vicki Hunt 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
 

PLEDGE: 
ROLL CALL:  
  
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 
  
PRESENTATION: 

1. Certificates of Appointment to the following 
Board and Commission members who were 
appointed by Resolution at the September 21, 
2010 and October 5, 2010 City Council 
meetings: 

 
• Judy Fahey appointed to the Employee 

Benefits Trust Board; 
 

• Lisa Wakefield appointed to the Veterans 
Memorial Board; 

 
• Jacob Jelinek appointed to the Youth 

Advisory Board; and 
 

• Honorable Joseph Welty appointed to the 
Judicial Advisory Selection Board 

 
2. Sister City Young Ambassador Youth Exchange 

Presentation 
 
3. Constitution Contest Winners Presentation 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to be routine or have been 
previously reviewed by the City Council, and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be 
no separate discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in which 
event the item will be removed from the General Order of Business, and considered in its 
normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
1C Appointment, Boards and Commissions 

Discussion and possible action to approve the recommendation from the 
Council Subcommittee on Boards and Commissions Appointments 
pertaining to the following appointment and adopt the Resolution as 
presented: 
 
Adopt RES. 2010-88 appointing Thomas Campbell, as a regular member, 
to the Personnel Board for a partial term to expire June 2012. 

2C Code Amendment, Chapter 14, Definitions, Truck Traffic 

Disscussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2010-29 amending 
Chapter 14 of the Peoria City Code (1992) amending Article 14-68 
pertaining to permissible routes. 

3C Code Amendment, Chapter 2, Forfeited Unclaimed Property 

Discussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2010-30 amending Chapter 
2 of the Peoria City Code (1992) pertaining to disposition of forfeited 
unclaimed property consisting of guns and dangerous weapons. 

4C Annexation, Right of Way, 83rd Avenue; Olive Avenue to Las 
Palmaritas Drive 

Discussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2010-31 approving the 
annexation of right-of-way on 83rd Avenue between Olive Avenue and Las 
Palmaritas Drive. (EN00313) 
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5C Grant, Governor's Office of Highway Safety, Police Department 

Enforcement and Safety Projects 

Discussion and possible action to authorize the City Manager to (a) accept 
four grants totalling $75,328.33 from the Governor’s Office of Highway 
Safety to be used by the Police Department for speed enforcement, DUI 
enforcement, and other highway safety projects (LCON09710) 
(LCON09810) (LCON09910) (LCON10010); and (b) approve a budget 
amendment in the amount of $75,328.33 from the Proposed Grants 
Contingency Account to the Occupant Protection Enforcement Program 
Grant Overtime Account in the amount of $66,500 and to the Occupant 
Protection Enforcement Program Grant Operational Supplies Account in 
the amount of $8,828.33 to provide expenditure authority. 

6C Property Exchange, Bureau of Reclamation, Peoria Avenue; 
91st Avenue to 95th Avenue 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-89 authorizing the City 
Manager to execute any documents necessary to exchange City-owned 
property with the Bureau of Reclamation, as required by Salt River 
Project, to perfect irrigation rights associated with the relocation of a USA 
fee irrigation canal on the south side of Peoria Avenue between 91st and 
95th Avenues. 

7C Contract, National Demographics Consulting, Redistricting 

Discussion and possible action to approve a contract in an amount not-to-
exceed $57,000.00 with National Demographics Consulting for 
redistricting consultant services. (LCON10110) 

8C Contract, Atlas Advertising, Redesign of Citywide and 
Economic Development Websites 

Discussion and possible action to approve a contract in the amount of 
$45,000 to Atlas Advertising for the redesign of the citywide website and 
economic development website. (LCON10210) 

9C Contract, AECOM Technical Services, Open Space 
Prioritization Decision Support 

Discussion and possible action to approve a contract in an amount not-to-
exceed $80,655 with AECOM Technical Services for Open Space 
Prioritization Decision Support professional services. (Solicitation P11-
0030) (LCON10310) 
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10C Contract, ELS Construction Inc., Landscaping and Irrigation, 

107th Avenue; Union Hills Drive to Beardsley Road 

Discussion and possible action to award an individual Job Order Contract 
in the amount of $124,163 to ELS Construction Inc. for the installation of 
irrigation and landscaping in the City maintained right of way on the east 
side of 107th Avenue between Union Hills Drive and Beardsley Road. 
(ACON29808P11) 

11C Contract, J. Banicki Construction, Inc., Washington Street 
Storm Drainage Alley Project, 83rd Avenue and Grand Avenue 

Discussion and possible action to (a) approve a Job Order Contract in the 
amount of $329,362 with J. Banicki Construction, Inc. for the Washington 
Street Storm Drainage Alley project to construct drainage and utility 
improvements within the existing alleyway (ACON55108P12B); and (b) 
authorize staff to enter into utility agreements with Arizona Public Service 
and Qwest for the conversion of existing overhead electrical and 
telecommunication facilities to underground in the estimated amount of 
$232,157. (EN00286) 

12C Contract, Gensler, Entertainment District Signage, Theming & 
Identity Improvements 

Discussion and possible action to approve a contract in an amount not-to-
exceed $110,000 with Gensler to create an implementation plan for the 
Entertainment District to include improvements in signage, pedestrian 
connectivity, theming, and identity. (Solicitation P10-0044) (LCON10510) 

13C Contract,  Mobile Concept Technologies LLC and Emergidata 
Incorporated,  Electronic Patient Care Reporting 

Discussion and possible action to (a) authorize expenditure authority in 
the amount of $114,000 to Mobile Concept Technologies LLC for the 
purchase of electronic patient care reporting (ePCR) hardware utilizing an 
existing General Services Administration Contract GS-35-0143R; (b) 
award a one-year term contract with four one-year extensions to 
Emergidata Incorporated in a not-to-exceed amount of $85,000 for related 
ePCR software (RFP P10-0057) in conjunction with the 2009 Assistance 
to Firefighters Grant (EMW-2009-FO-10344) (LCON10610); and (c) 
authorize a budget adjustment in the amount of $65,000 to allocate 
funding for these purchases. 
 
 
 



Regular City Council Meeting Agenda  AMENDMENT #1-October 18, 2010 
Tuesday, October 19, 2010 
Page 5 of 8 
 
14C Deeds and Easements, Various Locations 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-90 accepting deeds 
and easements for various real property interests acquired by the City and 
previously recorded by the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office. 

15C Designate Roadways, Establish Rights-of-Way, Various 
Locations 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-91 designating 
various real properties to be used as City roadways and authorize the 
establishment of public rights-of-way to be opened and maintained by the 
City as public streets. 

16C Water Conservation Rebate Program Modification 

Discussion and possible action to approve modifications to the water 
conservation rebate program to strengthen awareness and promote 
greater water conservation. 

17C Utility Easement, Arizona Public Service, Utility Booster 
Station; Peoria Sports Complex 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2010-92 granting a utility 
easement to Arizona Public Service associated with providing electric 
services for the new utility booster station at the Peoria Sports Complex 
located at 16101 N. 83rd Avenue. (UT00297) 

18C Final Plat, Trilogy at Vistancia - Bathen Parcel, Dixileta 
Parkway and Trilogy Boulevard 

Discussion and possible action to approve a Final Plat of Trilogy at 
Vistancia - Bathen Parcel, located on Dixileta Parkway west of Trilogy 
Boulevard, subject to stipulations. 
 
23C Grant-in-Aid Fiscal Agent Agreement, Tohono O’odham Nation 

and Peoria Unified School District 
 
Discussion and possible action to (a) approve a Grant-in-Aid Fiscal Agent 
Agreement with the Tohono O’odham Nation on behalf of the Peoria 
Unified School District (LCON10710); and (b) authorize a budget transfer 
in the amount of $150,000 from the Proposed Grant Contingency Account 
to the General Fund Non-Departmental – Community Promotions Account 
to allow for the payment to the Peoria Unified School District. 
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24C   Grant-in-Aid Fiscal Agent Agreement, Tohono O’odham Nation 

and Peoria Diamond Club 
 
Discussion and possible action to (a) approve a Grant-in-Aid Fiscal Agent 
Agreement with the Tohono O’odham Nation on behalf of the Peoria 
Diamond Club (LCON10810); and (b) authorize a budget transfer in the 
amount of $50,000 from the Proposed Grant Contingency Account to the 
General Fund Non-Departmental – Community Promotions Account to 
allow for the payment to the Peoria Diamond Club. 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

19R Public Hearing - Liquor Licenses, Various Locations 

Public Hearing: RE: (a) A New Restaurant Liquor License (Series 12) for 
The Links Neighborhood Grill, located at 18823 N. Country Club Parkway.  
Applicant: Gabriel E. Rodriguez-Rivas, LL#10018096; (b) a New 
Restaurant Liquor License (Series 12) for Blu Agave, located at 28615 N. 
El Mirage Road Suite 102.  Applicant:  Randy D. Nations, LL#10018586; 
(c) a New Restaurant Liquor License (Series 12) for Carvers, located at 
8258 W. Thunderbird Road Suite 206.  Applicant: Todd M. Cunningham, 
LL#10018129; and (d) a Location and Person Transfer for an On-Sale All 
Liquor License (Series 06) for AMF Peoria Lanes, located at 8475 W. 
Olive Avenue.  Applicant: Michael V. Mantilla, LL#18623. 

Staff Report: 
Open Public Hearing: 
Public Comment: 
Close Public Hearing: 
 
Council Action: Discussion and possible action to recommend approval 
to the State Liquor Board for: (a) a New Restaurant Liquor License (Series 
12) for The Links Neighborhood Grill, located at 18823 N. Country Club 
Parkway.  Applicant: Gabriel E. Rodriguez-Rivas, LL#10018096; (b) a 
New Restaurant Liquor License (Series 12) for Blu Agave, located at 
28615 N. El Mirage Road Suite 102.  Applicant: Randy D. Nations,  
LL#10018586; (c) a New Restaurant Liquor License (Series 12) for 
Carvers, located at 8258 W. Thunderbird Road Suite 206.  Applicant: 
Todd M. Cunningham, LL#10018129; and (c) a Location and Person 
Transfer for an On-Sale All Liquor License (Series 06) for AMF Peoria 
Lanes, located at 8475 W. Olive Avenue.  Applicant: Michael V. Mantilla, 
LL#18623. 
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20R Public Hearing - Conditional Use Permit Appeal, 12-Pump Gas 

Station and Convenience Store - Mountainside Crossing 
Shopping Center, Lake Pleasant Parkway and Happy Valley 
Road 

PUBLIC HEARING: RE: A final determination to reverse, affirm or modify 
a unanimous decision by the Planning and Zoning Commission to approve 
a Conditional Use Permit for a proposed 12-pump gas station on a pad at 
Mountainside Crossing Shopping Center located south of the southeast 
corner of Lake Pleasant Parkway and Happy Valley Road. (CU 10-0045) 

Staff Report: 
Open Public Hearing: 
Public Comment: 
Close Public Hearing: 
 
COUNCIL ACTION: Discussion and possible action to make a final 
determination to reverse, affirm or modify a unanimous decision by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission to approve a Conditional Use Permit for 
a proposed 12-pump gas station on a pad at Mountainside Crossing 
Shopping Center located south of the southeast corner of Lake Pleasant 
Parkway and Happy Valley Road. (CU 10-0045) 

21R Economic Development Implementation Strategy 

Discussion and possible action to adopt the Economic Development 
Implementation Strategy. 

22R Commercial Rehabilitation Program 

Discussion and possible action to adopt the Commercial Rehabilitation 
Program. 

 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 

 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome.  
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting.  The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
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Reports from the City Manager: 

1. Council Calendar 
2. Reports with Presentation 

 
3. Informational (The following items are included for informational purposes 

only.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Councilmember so requests.) 
 
a. Special Event Signs Zoning Ordinance Update 
b. Peoria's Veterans Day Ceremony 
c. 2010 Halloween Monster Bash and Balloon Illumination 
d. Peoria Beer Festival 
 

Reports from City Council: 
Reports from the Mayor: 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 





























 
REV. 12/2010 

CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA         CC: _______________ 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 
 
Date prepared: May 25, 2011  Council Meeting Date: May 31, 2011 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council 
 
FROM:  Steve Kemp, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT:    Direction to Redistricting Consultant  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That if the Mayor and Council desire an additional map to be 
prepared as a redistricting concept which maintains all council members in their existing 
districts, the Mayor and Council direct staff appropriately. 
 
SUMMARY: At the request of Councilmember Aames, the Mayor has placed this item 
on the open session for Council Discussion.  If Council so directs, staff will have the 
consultant prepare a redistricting concept which maintains all council members in their 
existing districts.  Such a concept must comply with the Federal Voting Rights Act and 
contain substantially equal population. 
 
Staff will proceed based on Council’s direction. 
 

FISCAL NOTE:  None 
 
 
ATTACHMENT: None  
 
CONTACT:  Steve Kemp, City Attorney (623) 773-7321 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING & 
STUDY SESSION 

NOTICE & AGENDA 
Tuesday, May 31, 2011 

 5:00 PM 
PINE CONFERENCE ROOM 

          

City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are also available for viewing 
on demand at http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151. 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

 
 

CONVENE: 
PLEDGE: 
ROLL CALL: 
 
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 

STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

 
Subjects for Discussion Only: 

1. Presentation on the Peoria Medical Device 
 Incucelerator  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT
 

 – New Business: 

1C 
 

Authorization to Hold an Executive Session 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03: Discussion and 
possible action to authorize the holding of an Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussion with Legal 
Counsel for legal advice pertaining to the City’s 
position on a proposed Economic Development 
Incentive and Investment Agreement pursuant to the 
City’s Economic Development Incentive and 
Investment Policy (EDIIP) with an undesignated 
applicant that proposes to establish a commercial 
business operation in the vicinity of Vistancia 
Boulevard and the Loop 303. (Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03(A)(4)). 
 
(Executive Session will be held after the Regular 
Meeting) 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Tony Rivero 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151�
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REGULAR AGENDA 

 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

2R 
 

Redistricting 

Discussion and possible action to provide direction to staff to have the City 
of Peoria's redistricting consultant prepare one or more maps leaving all 
Council members in their own district. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome. 
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting. The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:

 

  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 

Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities. Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304. To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 
 









 
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  
AND STUDY SESSION 

NOTICE & AGENDA 
Tuesday, June 07, 2011 

4:00 PM 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

          
 

City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are also available for viewing 
on demand at http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

CONVENE:  
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Tony Rivero 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
 

PLEDGE: 
ROLL CALL: 
 
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City Council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
1C Temporary Agreement, Sunrise Water 

Company, Water Services 
 
Discussion and possible action to authorize the City to 
execute a temporary Water Service Agreement to 
allow Sunrise Water Company to construct temporary 
water service connection with the City of Peoria’s 
public water system. 
 
2C Intergovernmental Agreement, Maricopa 

County, Workforce Connections 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve the First 
Amendment to extend the Intergovernmental 
Agreement between the Maricopa County Human 
Services Department and the City of Peoria effective 
June 30, 2011 through June 30, 2012. 
 
 

. 
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3C Intergovernmental Agreement, Maricopa County, Reciprocal 

Borrowing, Library Services 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve the Fifth Amendment to extend 
the Intergovernmental Agreement between the Maricopa County Library 
District and the City of Peoria, effective July 1, 2011 through June 30, 
2012. 
 
4C Grant Application, Jobs for Arizona Graduates, Gila River 

Indian Community State Shared Revenue Grant Program 
 
Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-72 supporting the 
grant application for the Jobs for Arizona Graduates for the Gila River 
Indian Community State Shared Revenue Grant Program. 
 
5C Grant Application, PLAY Peoria, Inc., Gila River Indian 

Community State Shared Revenue Grant Program 
 
Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-73 supporting the 
grant application for PLAY Peoria, Inc. for the Gila River Indian 
Community State Shared Revenue Grant Program. 
 
6C Exclusive Negotiating Agreement, Vanguard, Healthcare 

Campus 
 
Discussion and possible action to authorize the City Manager to enter into 
an Exclusive Negotiating Agreement with Vanguard Health Services on 
the development of a healthcare campus in northern Peoria. 
 
7C Utility Costs, Rio Vista Recreation Center 
 
Discussion and possible action to (a) use General Fund Reserves in the 
amount of $20,000 to supplement the Rio Vista Recreation Center 
electricity budget and (b) approve a budget transfer in the amount of 
$20,000 from the General Fund Contingency Account to the Rio Vista 
Recreation Center Electricity Account. 
 
8C Utility Easement, Salt River Project, 83rd Avenue and Olive 
 
Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-71 authorizing the City 
Manager to execute a Utility Easement to Salt River Project (SRP) to 
provide electric services for the new streetlight being constructed by Circle 
K. 
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9C Final Plat, Peoria Basis School, Lake Pleasant Parkway North 

of Yearling Road 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve the Final Plat of Peoria Basis 
School – Lot 2A, located on Lake Pleasant Parkway north of Yearling 
Road, subject to stipulations. 
 
10C Grand Avenue Coalition 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve RES. 2011-75 supporting the 
Grand Avenue Coalition. 
 

STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

Subjects for Discussion Only: 
 
1. Election District Concept Maps, NDC Corporation, 2011 

Redistricting, City of Peoria 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome. 
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting. The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 
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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  
AND STUDY SESSION 

NOTICE & AGENDA 
Tuesday, June 21, 2011 

5:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBER 

          
 

City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are also available for viewing 
on demand at http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151. 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

 
 

CONVENE: 
ROLL CALL: 
 
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City Council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT
 

 – New Business: 

1C 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03:  Discussion and 
possible action to authorize the holding of an Executive 
Session for the purpose of discussion with legal 
counsel for legal advice pertaining to the Lease 
Agreement with Arizona Broadway Theatre.  (Pursuant 
to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.3) 

Authorization to Hold an Executive Session 

 
STUDY SESSION AGENDA 

 

1. Council Designated Final Concepts Maps 

Subjects for Discussion Only: 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Tony Rivero 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
 

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151�
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CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome. 
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting. The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:

 

  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 

Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 
 











 

 
 

CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA         CC: _______________ 

COUNCIL COMMUNICATION         Amend No. _________ 
 
Date prepared:  June 8, 2011 Council Meeting Date: June 21, 2011 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:   Honorable Mayor and Council 
 
FROM:  Steve Kemp, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT:   Council Designated Final Concept Maps 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
Public scoping meetings on June 14th and June 15th will be held to review the final three Council 
Designated Concept Maps.  
 
At the June 21st meeting, Council will review the final maps.  The consultant from National 
Demographics Corporation will be present to discuss comments received at the scoping 
meetings and answer any questions. 
 
 
FISCAL NOTE:  None 
 
ATTACHMENT: None 
 
CONTACT: Steve Kemp, City Attorney, (623) 773-7321 

4
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REV. 12/2010

CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA CC: _______________
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION Amend No. _________

Date prepared: June 27, 2011        Council Meeting Date: July 5, 2011
______________________________________________________________________

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council

FROM: Steve Kemp, City Attorney
Wanda Nelson, City Clerk

SUBJECT:  Redistricting

RECOMMENDATION:  That the Mayor and Council adopt a redistricting concept and 
direct staff to prepare the necessary documents for implementation.

SUMMARY:

At the June 21, 2011 City Council Study Session, the Council consensus was that staff 
should bring back two redistricting concepts for council consideration.  These concepts 
were Concept 1 and Concept 8.  At this study session, council suggested some 
modifications for the consultant to evaluate and incorporate, provided that the 
mandatory redistricting criteria were not impacted.  

The consultant has prepared a Concept 1 with modifications.  In evaluating Concept 8,, 
for council suggested modifications, the consultant determined that two different 
approaches could be used to achieve the modifications.  The Maps are designated as 
Concept 8 with modifications, version A and Concept 8 with modifications version B
based on the Council Direction.  National Demographics will be present at the council 
meeting to address any questions that the Council may have.  

Staff is seeking direction on the implementation of a final redistricting concept.  

FISCAL NOTE: (if applicable)

ATTACHMENT: (if applicable)
1. Concept 1
2. Concept 8
3. Concept 1 with modifications
4. Concept 8 with modifications version A
5. Concept 8 with modifications version B

CONTACT: Steve Kemp, City Attorney, 623-773-7331

19R
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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
NOTICE & AGENDA 

Tuesday, July 05, 2011 
7:00 PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
          
 

City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are also available for viewing 
on demand at http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151. 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

 
 CONVENE: 

PLEDGE: 
ROLL CALL:  
  
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
1. Certificate of Appointment to the following Board 

and Commission member who was appointed 
by Resolution at the June 21, 2011 City Council 
meeting: 

 
• Christopher Hearn appointed to the Arts 

Commission 
 
2. Valley METRO Rail Board of Director's 

Resolution of Appreciation for outgoing member 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City Council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT
 

 – New Business: 

1C 
 

Minutes 

Discussion and possible action to approve the minutes 
of: 
June 7, 2011 City Council Special Meeting and Study 
Session 
June 14, 2011 City Council Study Session 
 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Tony Rivero 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
 

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151�
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2C 

 

Code Amendment, Chapter 14, Property Development 
Standards, Building Setbacks and Lot Coverage 

Discussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2011-13 amending Chapter 
14 of the Peoria City Code (1977) by amending Article 14-5-6, Property 
Development Standards for Permitted Residential Uses of the Peoria 
Zoning Ordinance with respect to building setbacks and lot coverage. 
 
3C 

 

Grant, Arizona Criminal Justice Commission, Crime Victim 
Assistance Program 

Discussion and possible action to accept $10,800 from the Arizona 
Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC) for Peoria’s participation in the 
Crime Victim Assistance Program. 
 
4C 

 

Contract Amendment, HDR Engineering, 84th Avenue 
Streetscape 

Discussion and possible action to approve Contract Amendment No. 5 to 
HDR Engineering for additional post design services associated with the 
84th Avenue Streetscape project in the not-to-exceed amount of $18,096. 
 
5C 
 

Amended Lease, Arizona Broadway Theatre 

Discussion and possible action to authorize the City of Peoria to enter into 
an amended lease with KLOS Enterprises, LLC (Arizona Broadway 
Theatre) for the approximately four acres of real property owned by the 
City located at 7701 West Paradise Lane and authorize the City Manager 
to execute the lease documents. 
 
6C 

 

Intergovernmental Agreement, City of Phoenix, Dial-A-Ride 
Bus Replacement and Operating Costs 

Discussion and possible action to approve an Intergovernmental 
Agreement that will provide grant funding to the City of Peoria from the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), (by way of pass through from the 
City of Phoenix), for the replacement of three (3) transit Dial-a-Ride buses 
and for preventative maintenance (Grant Number AZ-90-X103). 
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7C 

 

Designate Roadways, Establish Rights-of-Way, Various 
Locations 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-82 designating 
various Real Properties to be used as City roadways and authorize the 
establishment of Public Rights-of-Way to be opened and maintained by 
the City as a Public Street. 
 
8C 
 

Deeds and Easements, Various Locations 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-80 accepting Deeds 
and Easements for various Real Property interests acquired by the City 
and previously recorded by the Maricopa County Recorder’s Office. 
 
9C 
 

Utility Easements, Arizona Public Service, Centennial Plaza 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-79 authorizing the City 
Manager to execute two Utility Easements to Arizona Public Service 
associated with providing electric services for Centennial Plaza located 
between Cinnabar Avenue and Mountain View Road in the City Hall 
complex. 
 
10C 

 

Fiscal Year 2012 Street Light and Maintenance Improvement 
District Levies 

Discussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2011-15 and ORD. 2011-16 
adopting Street Light and Maintenance Improvement District Levies for 
Fiscal Year 2012 and declaring an emergency. 
 
11C 

 

Final Plat, Trilogy at Vistancia Parcel C8, Trilogy Boulevard 
and Dixileta Parkway 

Discussion and possible action to approve a Final Plat of Trilogy at 
Vistancia - Parcel C8, located on Trilogy Boulevard and Dixileta Parkway, 
subject to stipulations. 
 
12C 
 

Public Body Meeting Procedures Policy 

Discussion and possible action to: a) amend Council Policy 1-6 (Public 
Body Meeting Procedures); and b) adopt RES. 2011-47 to designate 
posting locations. 
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13C 
 

Name Selection for Neighborhood Parks 

Discussion and possible action to adopt the recommended names for 
three neighborhood parks: a) Scotland Yard Park – 9251 West Scotland 
Avenue; b) Westland Park – 31656 North Westland Road; and c) Camino 
a Lago Park – 21111 North 98th Avenue. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

14R 
 

PUBLIC HEARING - Liquor License, Various Locations 

PUBLIC HEARING:

 
Staff Report: 
Open Public Hearing: 
Public Comment: 
Close Public Hearing: 
 

 RE: a) a New Wine and Beer Liquor License (Series 
10) for Shell #34, located at 24805 N. Lake Pleasant Parkway, Howard E. 
Magee, Applicant, LL#20002494; and b) a New Wine and Beer Liquor 
License (Series 10) for Food Mart, located at 7473 W. Bell Road, 
Madanlal Patel, Applicant, LL#20002310. 

COUNCIL ACTION:

 

 Discussion and possible action to recommend 
approval to the State Liquor Board for a) a New Wine and Beer Liquor 
License (Series 10) for Shell #34, located at 24805 N. Lake Pleasant 
Parkway, Howard E. Magee, Applicant, LL#20002494; and b) a New Wine 
and Beer Liquor License (Series 10) for Food Mart, located at 7473 W. 
Bell Road, Madanlal Patel, Applicant, LL#20002310. 

15R 
 

Easement Agreement, Old Town Commercial Rehabilitation 

Discussion and possible action to approve the Old Town Commercial 
Rehabilitation Easement Agreement for Phase 1 of the program. 
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16R 

 

Contract Amendment, Brignall Construction Co., Community 
Center Building Addition, 84th Avenue and Jefferson Street 

Discussion and possible action to: a) award Contract Amendment No. 2 to 
Brignall Construction Co. in the amount of $6,812,125 for a Guaranteed 
Maximum Price (GMP) contract for the construction of the Community 
Center Building Addition, located at 84th Avenue and Jefferson Street; b) 
authorize the use of $370,000 in development impact fees in place of the 
currently budgeted general fund dollars allocated to this project; and c) 
approve a budget transfer within the project in the amount of $370,000 
from the General Fund, Buildings and Improvements Account, to the 
Citywide Park/Recreation Facility Development Fee Fund, Buildings and 
Improvements Account.  
 
17R 

 

Budget Adjustment, Fiscal Year 2011 Budget, City Attorney's 
Office 

Discussion and possible action to approve a fourth quarter Fiscal Year 
2011 Budget adjustment to the City Attorney's Office budget. 
 
18R 
 

Fiscal Year 2012 Tax Levy 

Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-81 and ORD. 2011-14 
adopting the City of Peoria, Arizona Primary and Secondary Property Tax 
Levies for Fiscal Year 2012 and declaring an emergency. 
 
19R 
 

Redistricting Concepts 

Discussion and possible action to adopt redistricting concepts and direct 
staff to take such actions necessary to implement the concepts. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome.  
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting.  The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
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Reports from the City Manager: 
 
1. Council Calendar 
2. Reports with Presentation 
3. Informational (The following items are included for informational purposes 

only.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Councilmember so requests.) 

 
a. 2011 Arizona Water Conference Awards 

 
Reports from City Council: 
Reports from the Mayor: 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:

 

  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 

Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 





























CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA  
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
 
Date Prepared:  August 23, 2011                          Council Meeting Date:  September 6, 2011       
 

 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council  

FROM: Steve Kemp, City Attorney 

SUBJECT: Amendment of Chapter 8 Peoria City Code (1992) 

  

 

Purpose:  

This is a request for City Council to adopt an ordinance amending Chapter 8 of the Peoria City 

Code to approve the legal descriptions for the new city council districts. 

Background/Summary: 
 
On July 5, 2011, the City Council adopted a redistricting concept after an extensive public input 
process.  As part of the adoption, the staff was directed to prepare the legal descriptions for the 
city council districts, which are included in the city code.  
 
Previous Actions: 
 
The City has undertaken an extensive public process for the redistricting of City Council Districts 
commencing in June 2010.  As a result of this process, the City Council on July 5, 2011 adopted 
a redistricting concept and directed preparation of an ordinance in accordance with that 
concept.   
 
Options:  
 
A:  Adopt the proposed ordinance adopting the legal descriptions for City Council Districts, 
permitting the City to submit the redistricting process to the United States Department of 
Justice for approval 
 
B:  Fail to adopt the proposed ordinance adopting the legal descriptions  
 
 
 
 

83
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Staff’s Recommendation: 
 
That the Mayor and Council adopt the proposed ordinance amending Chapter 8 of the Peoria 
City Code providing for the legal descriptions for city council districts as directed.   
 
Fiscal Analysis: 
       
No Fiscal Impact 
 
Narrative:   
 
At the July 5, 2011, City Council meeting, the Council adopted a redistricting concept and 
directed preparation of the appropriate implementing ordinance.  The staff has reviewed that 
concept and drafted appropriate legal descriptions.  In a few cases, the boundaries are slightly 
modified from the adopted concept, due to the fact that the concept was based on census 
lines, which may be years behind or conflict with property boundaries.  For purposes of election 
boundaries, a property cannot be split between council districts.  None of these modifications 
changed population, however they are identified below: 
 

1. Move the South boundary of Willow from the centerline of Tierra Buena Drive to the 
North Right of Way Line of Tierra Buena Drive. 

2. Move the West boundary of Willow from the middle of New River to the West Right of 
Way Line of State Route 101. 

3. In Willow, use the South Right of Way Line of Bell Road, rather than the Center line and 
the North Right of Way Line of Union Hills, rather than the Center line. 

4. In Ironwood, have the West boundary use the actual physical configuration of Lake 
Pleasant Road. 

5. In Mesquite, have the Southern Boundary with Willow, follow the actual property lines 
ensuring that all property is in a single council district. 

 
You will note that county island areas are shaded in the color of the district that they would be 
assigned to in the event of annexation.  Finally, the census maps had not picked up some recent 
city annexations which are included in these maps.  These annexations were in the Mesquite 
District.   
 
Exhibit(s):   
 
Exhibit 1: Map based on Proposed Legal Descriptions    
 
Exhibit 2:  Proposed Ordinance 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2011-17 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA AMENDING CHAPTER 8 OF THE 
PEORIA CITY CODE (1992) BY AMENDING SECTION 8-5, 
PERTAINING TO DISTRICT BOUNDARIES AND PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 

THEREFORE, it is ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peoria as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  Chapter 8 of the Peoria City Code (1992) is amended by amending Section 
8-5 pertaining to District Boundaries and which shall read as follows: 
 
ACACIA DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
ACACIA DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the SE corner of the SW Quarter of Section 36, T3N, R1E, then Westerly 
along the South Section Line of Section 36, T3N, R1E, and Westerly along the South 
Section Line of Section 35, T3N, R1E and Westerly along the South Section Line of 
Section 34, T3N, R1E to the West Quarter Line of the East Quarter of Section 34, T3N, 
R1E (85th Avenue alignment), then North along the West Quarter Line of the East 
Quarter of Section 34, T3N, R1E and the West Quarter Line of the East Quarter of 
Section 27, T3N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the South Quarter Line of the North 
Quarter of Section 27, T3N, R1E (Monroe Street) then Westerly along the South Quarter 
Line of the North Quarter of Section 27, T3N, R1E to the West Section Line of Section 27, 
T3N, R1E, then Northerly to the NW corner of Section 27, T3N, R1E, then Easterly along 
the North Section Line of Section 27, T3N, R1E to its intersection with the centerline of 
88th Drive, then Northeasterly along the centerline of 88th Drive to its intersection with 
the centerline of U.S. Highway 60 (Grand Avenue) then Southeasterly along the 
centerline ofU.S. Highway 60 (Grand Avenue) to its intersection with the Midsection line 
of Section 22, T3N, R1E (Varney Road), then easterly along the Midsection line of 
Section 22, T3N, R1E to the SE Corner of the NE Quarter of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then 
North along the east Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E to the NE Corner of Section 22, 
T3N, R1E, then Easterly along the North Section Line of Section 23, T3N, R1E to the East 
Quarter Line of the West Quarter of Section 23, T3N, R1E, (81st Avenue) then South 
along the East Quarter Line of the West Quarter Line to a point of intersection with the 
centerline of Cherry Hills Dr. then East along the centerline of Cherry Hills Dr. to the mid 
section line of Section 23, T3N, R1E, (79th Avenue) then South along the midsection Line 

85



Ordinance No. 2011- 17   
Page 2 of 16 
 
of Section 23, T3N, R1E to the East-West midsection line of Section of Section 23, T3N, 
R1E (Cholla Avenue) then East along the midsection Line of Sections 23 and 24 T3N, R1E 
to the SE Corner of the NW Quarter of Section 24 T3N, R1E, then South along the north-
south midsection line of Section 24, T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with the 
centerline of Desert Cove Road, then West along the centerline of Desert Cove Road to a 
point of intersection with the centerline of 73rd Drive, then South along the centerline 
of 73rd Drive to the South Section Line of Section 24,T3N, R1E, then Easterly along the 
South Section Line of Section 24, T3N, R1E to the SE corner of the SW Quarter of Section 
24, T3N, R1E, then south along the north-south midsection line of Section 25, T3N, R1E 
and Section 36, T3N, R1E (71st Avenue Alignment) to the point of beginning. Excluding 
those areas which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
 
IRONWOOD DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
IRONWOOD DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the intersection of the East Quarter Line of the West Quarter of Section 26, 
T4N, R1E and the North Section Line of Section 26, T4N, R1E, then Southwesterly along 
the East boundary of the City of Peoria to a point on the South Section Line of Section 
26, T4N, R1E 65 feet east of the SW corner of Section 26, T4N, R1E, then West along the 
South Section Line of Section 27, T4N, R1E (Union Hills Drive) to the East Quarter Line of 
the West Quarter of Section 34 T4N, R1E (89th Avenue) then South along the East 
Quarter Line of the West Quarter of Section 34 T4N, R1E to a point intersecting with the 
centerline of Meadow Drive, then East along the centerline of Meadow Drive to a point  
on the North-South Midsection line of Section 34, T4N, R1E (87th Avenue), then South 
along the North-South Midsection line to the South Section Line of Section 34, T4N, R1E, 
then East along the South Section Line of Section 34 T4N, R1E (Bell Road) to the SE 
Corner of Section 34 T4N, R1E, then South along the East Section Lines of Sections 3 and 
10 T3N, R1E to the SE Corner of Section 10, T3N, R1E, then West along the South Section 
Lines of Sections 10 and 9, T3N, R1E (Thunderbird Road) to the West Boundary of the 
City of Peoria, Arizona. Then North along the West Boundary of the City of Peoria to a 
point intersection with the North Right of Way Boundary for Union Hills Drive, then 
Westerly along the North Right of Way Boundary for Union Hills Drive to the West 
Section Line of Section 28, T4N, R1E, then North along the West Section line of Section 
28, T4N, R1E to the NW corner of Section 28, T4N, R1E, then Easterly along the North 
Section Line of Section 28 T4N, R1E to the NE corner of Section 28, T4N, R1E (Beardsley 
Road), then North along the West Section Line of Section 22 T4N, R1E to the NW corner 
of Section 22, T4N, R1E, then East along the North Section Line of Section 22, T4N, R1E, 
to the North-South Midsection Line, then South along the North-South midsection line 
to a point intersecting with the centerline of Lone Cactus Drive, then East along the 
centerline of Lone Cactus Drive to its intersection with the centerline of 83rd Avenue as 
realigned with the Lake Pleasant Parkway, then South along the centerline of 83rd 
Avenue to a point intersecting with the centerline of the Lake Pleasant Parkway, then 
Southeasterly along the centerline of the Lake Pleasant Parkway to the South Section 
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Line of Section 22, T4N, R1E, then Easterly along the South Section Lines of Sections 22 
and 23, T4N, R1E to the point of beginning.  Excluding those areas which are not 
incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
 

 

MESQUITE DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
MESQUITE DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Beginning at a point where the East Quarter Line of the West Quarter of Section 23 T4N, 
R1E intersects with the South Section Line of Section 23, T4N, R1E, then East to the 
North-South Midsection Line of Section 23, T4N, R1E which is the East boundary of the 
City of Peoria, Arizona, then Northeasterly along the East boundary of the City of Peoria, 
Arizona to the Southeast Corner of Section 14 T4N, R1E, then North along the East 
Section line of Section 14 T4N, R1E, to the Northeast Corner of Section 14 T4N, R1E, 
then East along the South Section Line of Section 12 T4N, R1E, to the East boundary of 
the City of Peoria, Arizona, then North along the East Boundary of the City of Peoria, 
Arizona to the East-West midsection line of Section 24, T5N, R1E, then West along the 
midsection line of Section 24 not mid section line T5N, R1E to a point intersecting the 
North Right of Way of the Central Arizona Project Canal, then Northwesterly along the 
North Right of Way of the Central Arizona Project Canal to the New River which is the 
East Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona, then Northeasterly along the East 
Boundary of the City of Peoria to a point on the East-West midsection line of Section 1, 
T5N, R1E, then West, Northwest and North along the East boundary of the City of Peoria 
to the intersection with the Maricopa County-Yavapai County Line, then North along the 
East Section Lines of Sections 33, 28, 21, and 16, T7N, R1E, then West along the North 
Section Lines of Sections 16, 17 and 18, T7N, R1E, then West along the North Section 
Line of Section 13, T7N, R1W, then South along the West Section Line of Section 13, 
T7N, R1W, then West along the North Section Line of Section 23, T7N, R1W, then South 
along the West Section Lines of Sections 23, 26 and 35, T7N, R1W (Dysart Road 
Alignment) and South along the West Section Lines of Sections 2, 11, 14, 23 and 26 T6N, 
R1W to a point intersecting with the South Right of Way Line of State Route 74 
(Wickenburg-Carefree Highway), then Westerly along the South Right of Way Line of 
State Route 74 (Wickenburg-Carefree Highway) to a point intersecting with the East 
Section Line of Section 32, T6N, R1W, then North along the East Section Line of Sections 
32, 29, 20, 17, and 8, T6N, R1W (Bullard Avenue Alignment), then West along the North 
Section Lines of Sections 7 and 8, T6N, R1W, then West along the North Section Line of 
Section 12, T6N, R2W, then South along the West Section Lines of Sections 12, 12, 
13,24, 25, and 36, T6N, R2W (Cotton Lane Alignment) then South along the West 
boundary of the City of Peoria to the SW corner of Section 12, T5N, R2W, then East 
along the South Section Line of Section 12, T5N, R2W and East along the South Section 
Lines of Sections 7 and 8, T5N, R1W, then South along the West Section Lines of 
Sections 16 and 21, T5N, R1W, then East along the South Section Lines of Sections 21 
and 22, T5N, R1W to the North-South midsection Line of Section 22, T5N, R1W, then 
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North along the midsection line to the NW corner of the SE Quarter of Section 22, T5N, 
R1W, then East along the midsection line to the East Section Line of Section 22, T5N, 
R1W, then East along the South Section Lines of Sections 14 and 13, T5N, R1W, then 
North along the East Section Line of Section 13, T5N, R1W, then East along the North 
Section Lines of Sections 18 and 17, T5N, R1E, then South along the West Boundary of 
the City of Peoria, Arizona to a point of intersection with the North Section Line of 
Section 17, T4N, R1E, then West along the North Section Line of Section 17, T4N, R1E, 
then South along the West Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona to the South Section 
Line of Section 30, T4N, R1E, then East along the South Section Line of Section 30, T4N, 
R1E, then North along the West Section Line of Section 29, T4N, R1E, then East along the 
North Section Lines of Sections 29 and 28, T4N, R1E, then North along the West Section 
Line of Section 22, T4N, R1E, then East along the North Section Line of Section 22, TN, 
R1E to its intersection with the North-South midsection line (87th Avenue Alignment), 
then South along the North-South midsection line to a point of intersection with the 
centerline of Lone Cactus Drive, then East along the centerline of Lone Cactus Drive to a 
point of intersection with the centerline of 83rd Avenue as realigned by Lake Pleasant 
Parkway, then South along the centerline of 83rd Avenue as realigned to the SW Corner 
of Section 23, T4N, R1E, then East along the South Section Line of Section 23, T4N, R1E 
to the point of beginning. Excluding those areas which are not incorporated within the 
City of Peoria. 
 
PALO VERDE DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
PALO VERDE DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Beginning at the NW corner of the East Half of Section 16, T3N, R1E, then Easterly along 
the North Section Line of Sections 16, 15 and 14 T3N, R1E, to the NE corner of Section 
14T3N, R1E, the South along the East Section Line of Section 14 T3N, R1E (75th Avenue) 
to the SE corner of said Section 14 T3N, R1E, then Easterly along the North Section Line 
of Section 24, T3N, R1E (Cactus Road) to the NE corner of the West Half of Section 24, 
T3N, R1E, then Southerly along the midsection line of Section 24 T3N, R1E to the SE 
Corner of the NW Quarter of Section 24 T3N, R1E, then Westerly along the Mid Section 
Line of Sections 24 and 23, T3N, R1E to the SW corner of the NE Quarter of Section 23, 
T3N, R1E, then Northerly along the midsection line to the center of the intersection with 
Cherry Hills Dr. then west down the center line of Cherry Hills Dr. to the East Quarter 
Line of the West Quarter of Section 23, T3N, R1E, which is 81st Avenue, then North along 
the East Quarter Line to the Intersection with the North Section Line of Section 23, T3N, 
R1E, then West along the North Section Line to the NW corner of Section 23, T3N, R1E, 
then South along the West Section Line of Section 23, T3N, R1E to the midsection line of 
Section 23, T3N, R1E (Varney Avenue), then Westerly along the Midsection line of 
Section 22, T3N, R1E to the centerline of U.S. Highway 60 (Grand Avenue), then 
Northwest along the Centerline of U.S. Highway 60 (Grand Avenue) to its intersection 
with 88th Drive, then South along the centerline of 88th Drive to its intersection with 
the South Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E (Peoria Avenue), then West along the 
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South Section Line of Sections 22 and 21, T3N, R1E, to the West Right of Way Line for 
State Route 101L (Agua Fria Freeway), the North along the West Right of Way for State 
Route 101L (Agua Fria Freeway) to an intersection point with the extension of the 
centerline of the Scotland Avenue Alignment, then West along the Center Line of the 
Scotland Avenue Alignment to the West boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona, then 
North along the West Boundary of the City of Peoria Arizona to the point of beginning. 
Excluding those areas, which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
 
 
PINE DISTRICT--LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
PINE DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the NW corner of Section 31 T3N, R1E, then South along the West 
Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona to the South Section Line of Section 31, T3N, 
R1E, then Easterly along the South Section Lines of Sections 31, 32, 33, and 34, all T3N, 
R1E to the West Quarter Line of the East Quarter of Section 34, T3N, R1E (85th Avenue 
Alignment) then North along the West Quarter Line of the East Quarter of Section 34, 
T3N, R1E and the West Quarter Line of Section 27 T3N, R1E to the intersection with the 
South Quarter Line of the North Quarter of Section 27 T3N, R1E (Monroe Street), The 
West along the South Quarter Line of the North Quarter of Section 27 T3N, R1E to its 
intersection with the West Section Line of Section 27, T3N, R1E, then North along the 
West Section Line of Section 27, T3N, R1E to the NW corner of Section 27, T3N, R1E, 
then West along the North Section Line of Section 28, T3N, R1E intersects with the West 
Boundary of the Right of Way Line of State Route 101L (Agua Fria Freeway), then North 
along the West Boundary of State Route 101L (Agua Fria Freeway) to a point 
intersecting the Centerline of the Scotland Avenue alignment, then West along the 
Scotland Avenue Alignment to the West Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona, then 
Southerly the West Boundary of the City of Peoria Arizona to the SE Corner of the NW 
Quarter of Section 21, T3N, R1E, then West along the South midsection line of Section 
21, T3N, R1 E to the West Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona, then South along the 
West Boundary of the City of Peoria to the North Right of Way Line of Olive Avenue, 
then West along the North Right of Way line of Olive Avenue to a point intersecting with 
the realigned West Right of Way Line of 99th Avenue, then South along the West Right 
of Way Line of 99tth Avenue to the South Right of Way Line of Olive Avenue, then West 
along the South Right of Way Line of Olive Avenue to the point of beginning. boundary 
of the City of Peoria to the point of beginning. Excluding those areas which are not 
incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
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WILLOW DISTRICT--LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
WILLOW DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at a point 65 feet East of the NW Corner of Section 35 T4N, R1E, then South 
65 feet to the South Right of Way Line of Union Hills Road, then West to the East Section 
Line of Section 34, T4N, R1E, Then South to the SE Corner of Section 34, T4N, R1E, then 
South along the East Section Line 65 feet to the South Right of Way Line of Bell Road, 
then East along the South Right of Way Line of Bell Road to the East Quarter Line of the 
West Quarter of Section 1, T3N, R1E, then South along the East Quarter Line of the West 
Quarter of Section 1, T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with the North Right of Way for 
the Arizona Canal, then Southeasterly along the North Right of Way for the Arizona 
Canal to the East Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona, being the East Boundary of the 
Right of Way of 67th Avenue, then South along the East Boundary of the Right of Way of 
67th Avenue to the South Section Line of Section 25, T3N, R1E, then South 65 feet to the 
South Right of Way Boundary of Olive Avenue, then West along the South Right of Way 
Boundary of Olive Avenue to the North-South Midsection Line of Section 36, T3N, R1E, 
then North along the North South Mid-Section Lines of Sections 36 and 25 T3N, R1E to 
the NW corner of the NE Quarter of Section 25 T3N, R1E, then West along the North 
Section Line of Section 25 T3N, R1E to the intersection with the center line of 73rd 
Drive, then North along the centerline of 73rd Drive to the intersection with the 
centerline of Desert Cove Road, then East along the center line of Desert Cove Road to 
the North-South Midsection line of Section 24 T3N, R1E, then North along the 
midsection line to the North Section Line of Section 24 T3N, R1E, then West along the 
North Section Line of Section 24, T3N, R1E to the NW Corner of Section 24, T3N, R1E, 
then North along the West Section Line of Section 13, T3N, R1E to the NW corner of 
Section 13, T3N, R1E, then West along the South Section Line of Section 11, T3N, R1E to 
the SW Corner of Section 11, T3N, R1E, then North along the East Section Lines of 
Sections 11 and 2, T3N, R1E to the NW Corner of Section 2, T3N, R1E, then West along 
the South Section Line of Section 34 T4N, R1E to the SW Corner of the SE Quarter of 
Section 34, T4N, R1E, then North along the MidSection Line of Section 34, T4N, R1E to 
its intersection with the centerline of Meadow Drive, then West along the centerline of 
Meadow Drive to its intersection with the East Quarter Line of the West Quarter of 
Section 34, T4N, R1E (89th Avenue), then North along the East Quarter Line of the West 
Quarter of Section 34, T4N, R1E to the North Section Line, then Easterly along the North 
Section Line of Sections 34 and 35 T4N, R1E to the point of beginning. Excluding those 
areas, which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
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ACACIA DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
ACACIA DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the SE corner of the SW Quarter of Section 36, T3N, R1E, then Westerly 
along the South Section Line of Section 36, T3N, R1E, and Westerly along the South 
Section Line of Section 35, T3N, R1E and Westerly along the South Section Line of 
Section 34, T3N, R1E to the North-South  Mid Section Line  of Section 34, T3N, R1E (87th 
Avenue alignment), then North along the North-South  Mid Section Line of Section 34 
and Section 27, all in T3N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the Center Line for 
Cinnabar Avenue, then West along the Center Line for Cinnabar Avenue to its 
intersection with the East  Line of the SW Quarter of the NW Quarter of Section 27, T3N, 
R1E (89th Avenue alignment), then North along the East  Line of the SW Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter  of Section 27, T3N, R1E to its intersection with the South  Line of the 
NW Quarter of the NW Quarter  of Section 27, T3N, R1E   (Monroe Street) then Westerly 
along the South  Line of the NW Quarter of the NW Quarter of Section 27, T3N, R1E to 
the West Section Line of Section 27, T3N, R1E, then Northerly to the NW corner of 
Section 27, T3N, R1E, then Northerly along the West Section Line of  Section 22, T3N, 
R1E, to a point of intersection with the Center Line for Yucca Street, then Easterly along 
the Center Line for Yucca Street to its intersection with the Center Line of 88th Drive, 
then Northeasterly along the Center Line of 88th Drive to its intersection with the South 
Right of Way Line of U.S. Highway 60 (Grand Avenue) then Southeasterly along the 
South Right of Way Line of U.S. Highway 60 (Grand Avenue) to its intersection with the 
East-West Midsection line of Section 22, T3N, R1E (Varney Road), then easterly along 
the East-West Midsection line of Section 22, T3N, R1E to the SE Corner of the NE 
Quarter of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then North along the East Section Line of Section 22, 
T3N, R1E to the NE Corner of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then Easterly along the North 
Section Line of Section 23, T3N, R1E to the East Mid Section Line of the West Half of 
Section 23, T3N, R1E, (79st Avenue) then South along the East Mid Section Line of the 
West Half of Section 23, T3N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the Center Line of  
Jenan Drive then East along the Center Line of Jenan Drive to a point of intersection with 
the Center Line for 77th Drive, then South along the Center Line of 77th Drive to a point 
of intersection with the East-West mid section line of Section 23, T3N, R1E, (Cholla 
Street) then East along the midsection Line of Sections 23 and 24 T3N, R1E to the SE 
Corner of the NW Quarter of Section 24 T3N, R1E, then South along the north-south 
midsection line of Section 24, T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with South Section Line 
of Section 24, T3N, R1E, then East along the South Section Line of Section 24, T3N, R1E 
to the SE corner of Section 24, T3N, R1E,  then South along the East Section Line of 
Section 25, T3N, R1E, to the SE Corner of Section 25, T3N, R1E, Then West along the 
South Section Line of Section 25 to the SW Corner of the SE Quarter of Section 25, T3N, 
R1E, then South along the North-South mid section Line of Section 36, T3N, R1E,  (71st 
Avenue Alignment) to the point of beginning.  Excluding those areas which are not 
incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
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IRONWOOD DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
IRONWOOD DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the intersection of the South Section Line of Section 10, T3N, R1E with the 
West Right of Way Line for State Route 101 (Agua Fria Freeway), then West along the 
South Section Line of Section 10 T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with West Boundary 
of the City of Peoria, Arizona, then North along the West Boundary of the City of Peoria, 
Arizona to a point of intersection with the North Right of Way Line for Union Hills Drive, 
then Westerly along the North Right of Way Line  for Union Hills Drive to the West 
Section Line of Section 28, T4N, R1E, then North along the West Section line of Section 
28, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the South Right of Way Line for Beardsley 
Road, then West along the South Right of Way Line for Beardsley Road to a point of 
intersection with the West Right of Way Line for Lake Pleasant Road, then Northerly 
along the extension of the West Right of Way Line for Lake Pleasant Road to a point of 
intersection with the West Right of Way Line of Lake Pleasant Parkway, then Northerly 
along the West Right of Way Line of Lake Pleasant Parkway to a point of intersection 
with the North Section Line of Section 20, T4N, R1E, then East along the North Section 
Line of Section 20, T4N, R1E to the NE Corner of Section 20, T4N, R1E, then East along 
the North Section Line of Section 21, T4N, R1E, to the NE Corner of Section 21, then 
South along the East Section Line of Section 21, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with 
the South Right of Way Line for Lake Pleasant Parkway, then Southeasterly along the 
South Right of Way Line for Lake Pleasant Parkway to a point of intersection with the 
South Section Line of Section 22, T4N, R1E, then South along the West Right of Way Line 
for Lake Pleasant Parkway/83rd Avenue to a point of intersection with the North Right 
of Way Line for Union Hills Drive, then West along the North Right of Way of Union Hills 
Drive to a point of intersection with the North-South Midsection Line of Section 27 T4N, 
R1E and Section 34, T4N, R1E, the NW corner of Section 28, T4N, R1E, then South along 
the North-South Midsection line (87th Avenue)  to the South Right of Way Line of Bell 
Road, then East along the South Right of Way Line of Bell Road to a point of intersection 
with the West Right of Way Line of State Route 101 (Agua Fria Freeway), then South 
along the West Right of Way Line of State Route 101 to a point of intersection with the 
North Section Line of Section 10, T3N, R1E, then West Along the North Section Line of 
Section 10, T3N, R1E to a point which is 973.88 Feet West of the Northeast Corner of 
Section 10, then South 659.40 Feet, then East  107.41 feet to a point of intersection with 
the West Right of Way Line for State Route 101 (Agua Fria Freeway), then South along 
the West Right of Way Line for State Route 101 to the point of beginning. To the point 
of beginning. Excluding those areas which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
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MESQUITE DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
MESQUITE DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the SE corner of Section 12, T4N, R1E, then West along the South Section 
Line of Section 12, T4N, R1E to the SW Corner of Section 12 T4N, R1E, Then North along 
the West Section Line of Section 12, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection that is 1323.24 
feet south of the NW Corner of Section 12, T4N, R1E, then Westerly along said line to a 
point of intersection with the Centerline of 83rd Avenue, then South along the 
Centerline of 83rd Avenue to the SW Corner of the NW Quarter of  Section 11, T4N,R1E, 
then West along the East -West Midsection Line of Sections 10, 9 and 8, T4N, R1E (Calle 
Lejos Drive) to the West Section Line of Section 8, T4N,R1E, then North along the West 
Section Line of Section 8, T4N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the Centerline of 
Hatfield Road, then West along the Center line of Hatfield Road to a point of 
intersection with the Center Line of 109th Avenue, then North along the Centerline of 
109th Avenue to a point of intersection with the South Section Line of Section 31, T5N, 
R1E, then Westerly along the South Section Line of Section 31, T5N, R1E and the South 
Section Line of Sections 36 and Section 35 all in T5N, R1W to a point of intersection with 
the South Right of Way Line of the Beardsley Canal, then Westerely along the South  
Right of Way Line of the Beardsley Canal to a point of intersection with the West Section 
Line of Section 2, T4N,R1W, then North along the West Section Line of Section 2,  T4N, 
R1W and the West Section Line of Section 35 to a point of intersection with the East-
West Midsection Line of Section 34, T5N, R1W, then West along the East-West 
Midsection Line of Section 34, T5N, R1W to the SW Corner of the NE Quarter of Section 
34, T5N, R1W, then North along the North-South Midsection line of Section 34 to the 
NW corner of the NE Quarter of Section 34, T5N, R1W, then West along the North 
Section Line of Section 34, to the NW Corner of Section 34, T5N, R1W, then North along 
the  West Section Line  of Section 27, T5N, R1W, to the NW corner of Section 27,  then 
West along the South Section Line of Sections 21 and 20, all in T5N, R1W to the SW 
corner of Section 20, then North along the West Section Line of Sections 20 and 17, all in 
T5N, R1W to the NW Corner of Section 17, then West along the South Section Line of 
Section 7, T5N, R1W and West along the South Section Lines of  Sections 12 and 11, 
T5N, R2W, Then North along the West Section Lines of Sections 11 and 2, all in T5N, 
R2W (Citrus Road Lane Alignment), then North along the West Section Lines of Sections 
35 and 26, T6N, R2W to a point of intersection with North Right of Way Line of State 
Route 74 (Morristown-New River Highway), then Southeasterly  along the North Right of 
Way Line of State Route 74 to a point of intersection with the West Section Line of 
Section 25, T6N, R2W (Cotton Lane Alignment), then North along the West Section Lines 
of Section 25, 24, 13 and 12 all in T6N, R2W, to the NW corner of Section 12, then East 
along the North Section Line of Section 12, T6N, R2W and East along the North Section 
Lines of  Sections 7 and 8 all in T6N, R1W to the NE corner of Section 8, then South along 
the East Section Lines of Section 8, 17, 20, 29 and 32 all in T6N, R1W to a point of 
intersection with the North Right of Way of State Route 74, then East along the North 
Right of Way of State Route 74 to a point of intersection with the West Section Line of 
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Section 26, T6N, R1W, then North along the West Section Lines of Sections 26, 23, 14, 
11 and 2 all in T6N, R1W, to a point of intersection with the Maricopa-Yavapai County 
Line, then North along the West Section Line of Sections 35, 26 and 23, all in T7N, R1W 
to the NW Corner of Section 23, T7N, R1W, then East along the North Section Line of 
Section 23, T7N, R1W to the NE Corner of Section 23, T7N, R1W, then North along the 
West Section Line of Section 13, T7N, R1W to the NW Corner of Section 13, Then East 
along the North Section Line of Section 13, T7N, R1W to the NE Corner of Section 13, 
T7N, R1W, then North along the West Section Line of Section 18, T7N, R1E to the NW 
Corner of Section 18, T7N, R1E, then East along the North Section Line of Sections 18, 17 
and 16, all in T7N, R1E to the NE Corner of Section 16, T7N, R1E, then South along the 
East Section Lines of Sections 16, 21, 28 and 33, all in T7N, R1E to a point of intersection 
with the Maricopa-Yavapai County Line, then South along the Maricopa-Yavapai County 
Line to a point of intersection with the North Section Line of Section 4, T6N, R1E, then 
East along the North Section Lines of Sections 4, 3 and 2, all in T6N, R1E to the NE corner 
of Section 2, T6N, R1 E, then South along the East Section Line of Sections 2, 11, 14, 23 
and 26 all in T6N, R1E to a point of intersection with the Centerline of New River Road, 
then Southerly along the Centerline of New River Road to a point of intersection with 
South Section Line of Sections 26 and 27, T6N,R1E, then West along the South Section 
line of Sections 26 and 27, T6N, R1E, then West along the South Section line of Sections 
26 and 27 T6N, R1E to a point of intersection with the East City Boundary of the City of 
Peoria, Arizona, then Southeasterly along the East City Boundary of the City of Peoria, 
Arizona in Section 34, T6N, R1E to a point of intersection with the South Section Line of 
Section 34 T06N R01E (intersection being referenced as a point on the south section line 
of Section 34 T06N R01E that is ½ Mile EAST of the centerline of Lake Pleasant Road 
(now known as State Route 74), then East to the SW corner of Section 35, T6N, R1E then 
South along the West Section Line of Section 2, T5N, R1E, to a point of intersection with 
the SW Corner Lot 4 of Section 02 T05N R01E, then East along the South Line of Lot 4 to 
the SE Corner of  Lot 4 of Section 02 T05N R01E, then South along the East Line of the 
SW ¼ NW ¼ of Section 02 T05N R01E to a   point of intersection with the East-West 
Midsection Line of Section 2, T5N, R1E, then East along the midsection line of Sections 2 
and 1, T5N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the West Bank of the New River,  then 
Southerly along the West Bank of the New River to a point of intersection with the 
North Right of Way of the Central Arizona Project Canal, then Southeasterly along the 
North Right of Way of the Central Arizona Project Canal to a point of intersection with 
East-West mid section line of Section 24, T5N,R1E, then East along the East-West 
midsection line to a point of intersection with East Section Line of Section 24, T5N, R1E, 
then Southerly along the East Section Line of Sections 24, 25 and 36, all T5N, R1E and 
the East Section Line of Sections 1 and 12, T4N, R1E to the point of beginning. Excluding 
those areas which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
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PALO VERDE DISTRICT -- LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
PALO VERDE DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the SE corner of Section 24, T3N, R1E, then Westerly along the South 
Section Line of Section 24 to the SW corner of the SE Quarter of Section 24, T3N, R1E, 
then North along the North-South Midsection Line (71st Avenue) to the NW corner of 
the SE Quarter of Section 24, T3N, R1E, then West along the East-West Midsection Line 
(Cholla Street) of Sections 24 and 23, T3N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the 
Center Line of 77th Drive, then North along the Center Line of 77th Drive to a point of 
intersection with the Center Line of Jenan Drive, then West along the Center Line of 
Jenan Drive to a point of intersection with the North-South Midsection Line of Section 
23, T3N, R1E (79th Avenue), then North along the North South Midsection Line of 
Section 23, T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with the North Section Line of Section 23, 
T3N, R1E (Cactus Road), then West along the North Section Line of Sections 23 and 22, 
T3N, R1E to the NW corner of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then South along the West Section 
Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E (91st Avenue) to a point of intersection with the South 
Right of Way Line of US 60 (Grand Avenue), then Northwesterly along the South Right of 
Way Line of US 60 to a point of intersection with the West Right of Way Line of State 
Route 101 (Agua Fria Freeway), then Northeasterly along the West Right of Way Line of 
State Route 101 (Agua Fria Freeway) to a point of intersection with the South Bank of 
Skunk Creek, then Northeasterly along the South Bank of Skunk Creek to a point of 
intersection with the West extension of the North Right of Way Line of Tierra Buena 
Lane.  Then East along the North  Right of Way Line of Tierra Buena Lane to a point of 
intersection with the East Section Line of Section 2, T3N, R1E (75th Avenue), then North 
along the East Section Line of Section 2, T3N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the 
Center Line of Paradise Lane, then Westerly along the Center Line of Paradise Lane to a 
point of intersection with the Center Line of 83rd Avenue, then North along the Center 
Line of 83rd Avenue to a point of intersection with the South Right of Way Line of Bell 
Road, then East along the South Right of Way Line of Bell Road to a point of intersection 
with the East Line of Lot 4 of Section 1, T3N, R1E, which is the East Boundary of the City 
of Peoria, Arizona, then Southerly along the East Boundary of the City of Peoria to a 
point of intersection with the North Right of Way of the Arizona Canal, then 
Southeasterly along the North Right of Way of the Arizona Canal to a point of 
intersection with the East Section Line of Section 12, T3N, R1E, the South along the East 
Section Line of Sections 12, 13, and 24 T3N, R1E (67th Avenue) to the point of 
beginning. Excluding those areas, which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
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PINE DISTRICT--LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
PINE DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at the SE corner of the SW Quarter of Section 34 T3N, R1E, then West along 
the South Section Line of  Section 34, T3N, R1E to the SW corner of Section 34, Then 
West along the South Section Lines of Sections 33, 32, and 31 all T3N, R1E to the SW 
corner of Section 31, T3N, R1E, then North along the West Section Line of Section 31, 
T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with the South Right of Way Line for Olive Avenue, 
then East along the South Right of Way line for Olive Avenue to a point of intersection 
with the West Right of Way Line for 99th Avenue, as realigned, then North along the 
West Right of Way Line for 99th Avenue, as realigned to a point of intersection with the 
North Right of Way Line for Olive Avenue, then East along the North Right of Way Line 
for Olive Avenue to a point of intersection with the West Section Line of Section 28 T3N, 
R1E, then North along the West Section Line of  Section 28, T3N, R1E and the West 
Section Line of Section 21 T3N, R1E, to a point of intersection with the NW Corner of the 
SW Quarter of Section 21, T3N, R1E, then East along the East-West Midsection Line of 
Section 21, T3N, R1E, to the NE corner of the SW Quarter of Section 21, T3N, R1E, then 
North along the North South Midsection Line of Sections 21 and 16, T3N, RlE to a point 
of intersection with the South Section Line of Section 9, T3N, R1E, then East along the 
South Section Line of Sections 9 and 10, T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with the 
West Right of Way Line of State Route 101 (Agua Fria Freeway) then South along the 
West Right of Way Line of State Route 101 to a point of intersection with the South 
Right of Way of US 60 (Grand Avenue), then Southerly along the South Right of Way of 
US 60 to a point of intersection with the West Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then 
North along the West Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E, to the NW corner of Section 
22, then East along the North Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E, to the NE corner of 
Section 22, then South along the East Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E, to the SE 
corner of the NE quarter of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then West along the East-West 
midsection line of Section 22 to a point of intersection with the South Right of Way Line 
of US 60 (Grand Avenue), then Northwesterly along the South Right of Way Line of US 
60 to a point of intersection with the Center Line of 88th Drive, then Southerly along the 
Center Line of 88th Drive to a point of intersection with the Center Line of Yucca Street, 
then West along the Center Line of Yucca Street to a point of intersection with the West 
Section Line of Section 22, T3N, R1E, then South along the West Section Lines of 
Sections 22 and 27, T3N, R1E to a point of intersection with the  SW corners of the NW 
Quarter of the NW Quarter of Section 27, T3N, R1E, then East along the South Line of 
the NW Quarter of the NW Quarter Section 27, T3N, R1E (Monroe Street), to a point of 
intersection with the SE Corner of the NW Quarter of the NW Quarter of Section 27, 
T3N, R1E, then South along the East Line of the SW Quarter of the NW Quarter of 
Section 27, T3N, R1E(89th Avenue) to a point of intersection with the Center Line of 
Cinnabar Avenue, then East along the Center Line of Cinnabar Avenue to a point of 
intersection with the North South Midsection Line of Section 27, T3N, R1E (87th  
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Avenue), then South along the North-South Midsection Line of Sections 27 and 34, T3N, 
R1E to the point of beginning. Excluding those areas which are not incorporated within 
the City of Peoria. 
 
 
WILLOW DISTRICT--LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
WILLOW DISTRICT IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Beginning at a point at the intersection of the North Right of Way Line of Tierra Buena 
Lane and the East Section Line of Section 2, T3N, R1E (75th Avenue), then West along 
the North Right Way Line of Tierra Buena Lane as extended to its intersection with the 
South Bank of Skunk Creek, then Southwesterly along the South Bank of Skunk Creek to 
a point of intersection with the West Right of Way of State Route 101), then North along 
the West Right of Way Line of State Route 101 to a point of intersection with the South 
Right of Way Line of Bell Road, then West along the South Right of Way Line of Bell Road 
to a point of intersection with the North-South Midsection Line of Section 3, T3N, R1E 
(87th Avenue Alignment), then North along the North-South Midsection Line of Section 
3, T3N, R1E, and the North-South MidSection Line of Sections 34 and 27 all in T4N, R1E 
to a point of intersection with the North Right of Way Line of Union Hills Drive, then East 
along the North Right of Way Line of Union Hills Drive to a point of intersection with the 
West Right of Way Line for 83rd Avenue/Lake Pleasant Parkway, then North and West 
along the West Right of Way Line for 83rd Avenue/Lake Pleasant Parkway to a point of 
intersection with the East Section Line of Section 21, T4N,R1E, then North along the East 
Section Line of Section 21, T4N, R1E to the NE Corner of Section 21, then  West along 
the North Section Line of Sections 21 and 20, all in T4N, R1E to a point of intersection 
with the West Right of Way Line of Lake Pleasant Parkway, then South along the West 
Right of Way Line of Lake Pleasant Parkway to a point of intersection with the West 
Right of Way Line of Lake Pleasant Road, then South along the West Right of Way Line of 
Lake Pleasant Road to a point of intersection with the South Right of Way Line of 
Beardsley Road, then West along the South Right of Way Line of Beardsley Road to a 
point of intersection with the East Right of Way Line of 107th Avenue, then South along 
the East Right of Way Line of 107th Avenue to a point of intersection with the South 
Section Line of Section 29, T4N, R1E, then West along the South Section Line of Sections 
29 and 30, all in T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the SW Corner of the SE 
Quarter of the SW Quarter of Section 30 T4N, R1E, then north along the West line of the 
SE Quarter of the SW Quarter of Section 30 as extended to a point of intersection with 
the North Section Line of Section 30, T4N, R1E, then West along the North Section Line 
of Section 30, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the centerline of 112th Avenue, 
then North along the centerline of 112th Avenue to a point of intersection with the East-
West Midsection Line of Section 19, T4N, R1E, then East along the East-West Midsection 
line of Section 19 to a point of intersection with the SW Corner of the SE Quarter of the  
NE Quarter of Section 19, T4N, R1E, then North along the  West  Line of the SE Quarter 
of the NE Quarter of Section 19, T4N,R1E and continuing North along the West Line of 
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the NE Quarter of the NE Quarter of Section 19 T4N, R1E  to the SW Corner of the SE 
Quarter of the SE Quarter Section 18, T4N, R1E, then continuing North along the West 
line of both the SE Quarter of the SE Quarter and the NE Quarter of the SE Quarter all in 
Section 18, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the East-West Midsection Line of 
Section 18, which is the NW  Corner of the NE Quarter of the SE Quarter of Section 18, 
T4N, R1E, then East following the East-West Midsection Line, to a point of intersection 
with the East Section Line of Section 18, T4N,R1E, then North along the East Section Line 
of Section 18, T4N, R1E to the NE Corner of Section 18, then East along the North 
Section Line of Section 17, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the center line 
extension of the 101st Avenue Alignment,(intersection corresponding to the NE Corner 
for the NW Quarter of the NE Quarter of Section 17, T4N, R1E) then North along the 
extension of the 101st Avenue alignment to a point of intersection with the West 
extension of the center line of the Camino Del Oro Alignment, then East along the 
Camino Del Oro alignment to a point of intersection with the West Right of Way Line for 
Lake Pleasant Parkway, then South along the West Right of Way Line for Lake Pleasant 
Parkway to a point of intersection with the extension of the center line for Electra Lane, 
then East along the extension of the Center Line of Electra Lane to the West Boundary of 
the City of Peoria, then North along the West Boundary of the City of Peoria to the East-
West Midsection Line of Section 8, T4N, R1E, then East along the East-West Midsection 
Line of Sections 8, 9 and 10 all in T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the Centerline 
of 83rd Avenue, then North along the Centerline of 83rd Avenue to a point which is 
1323.24 feet south of the North Section Line of Section 11, T4N,R1E, then East along this 
line to a point of intersection with the East Section line of Section 11, T4N, R1E, then 
South along the East Section Lines of Sections 11 and 14, all in T4N, R1E to the SE Corner 
of Section 14, Then East along the South Line of Section 14 to the East Boundary of the 
City of Peoria, Arizona, Then Southwesterly along the East Boundary of the City of 
Peoria, Arizona to a point of intersection with the North-South Midsection Line of 
Section 23, T4N, R1E, then South along the North-South Midsection Line of Section 23, 
T4N, R1E to the SE corner of the SW Quarter of Section 23, T4N, R1E, then West along 
the South Section Line of Section 23, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the West 
bank of the New River, then Southwesterly along the West Bank of the New River to a 
point of intersection with the East –West Midsection Line of Section 26, T4N, R1E, then 
West along the East-West Midsection Line of Section 26, T4N, R1E to a point of 
intersection with the East Boundary of the City of Peoria, Arizona, then South along the 
East Boundary of the City of the City of Peoria, Arizona to a point of intersection with 
the South Right of Way Line for Union Hills Drive, then West along the South Right of 
Way Line for Union Hills Drive to a point of intersection with the East Section Line of 
Section 34, T4N, R1E, then South along the East Section Line of Section 34, T4N, R1E to a 
point of intersection with the SE Corner of the NE Quarter of the SE Quarter of Section 
34, T4N, R1E, then West along the South Line of the NE Quarter of the SE Quarter of 
Section 34, T4N, R1E to a point of intersection with the West Bank of the New River, 
then South along the West Bank of the New River to a point of intersection with the 
North Right of Way Line  of Bell Road, then East along the North Right of Way Line of 
Bell Road to a point of intersection with the West Right of Way Line of State Route 101 
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(Agua Fria Freeway), then North along the West right of way line to a point of 
intersection with the East Section Line of Section 34, T4N, R1E, then South along the 
East Section line of Section 34, T4N, R1E and Section 3, T3N, R1E to a point of 
intersection with the South Right of Way Line for Bell Road, then East along the South 
Right of Way Line for Bell Road to a point of intersection with centerline of 83rd Avenue, 
then South along the centerline of 83rd Avenue to a point of intersection with the 
Centerline of Paradise Lane, then East along the Centerline of Paradise Lane to a point 
of intersection with the East Section Line of Section 2, T3N, R1E (75th Avenue) then 
South along the East Section Line of Section 2, T3N, R1E to the point of beginning. 
Excluding those areas, which are not incorporated within the City of Peoria. 
 
SECTION 2.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for 
any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any Court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3.  This Ordinance shall become effective in the manner provided by law. 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peoria, Arizona, this 6th 
day of September, 2011. 
 
 
Dated:    

   Bob Barrett,  Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

Wanda Nelson, City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 

Stephen M.  Kemp, City Attorney 
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Effective Date: ___________________ 
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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 
NOTICE & AGENDA 

Tuesday, September 06, 2011 
7:00 PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 
          
 

City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are also available for viewing 
on demand at http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151. 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

 

 CONVENE: 
PLEDGE: 
ROLL CALL:  
  
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City Council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
1C Minutes 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve the 
August 23, 2011 Regular Meeting and Study Session 
Minutes. 
 
2C Appointment, Boards and Commissions 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve the 
recommendation from the Council Subcommittee on 
Boards and Commissions Appointments pertaining to 
the following appointment, and adopt the Resolution as 
presented: 
 
Adopt RES. 2011-88 appointing Michael Evans as a 
regular member to the Library Board. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Tony Rivero 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
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3C Contract Amendment No. 2, Michael Baker Jr., Inc., 75th 
Avenue and Thunderbird Road Intersection Improvements 
(EN00089, LCON01910) 

 
Discussion and possible action to approve:  (a) Contract Amendment No. 
2 in the amount of $99,056 to Michael Baker Jr., Inc., for post design 
services and (b) a budget transfer in the amount of $240,000 to cover 
increased right-of-way acquisition costs. 
 
4C Intergovernmental Agreement, Drug Enforcement Agency, 

Tactical Force Agreement and Tactical Diversion Task Force 
Agreement 

 
Discussion and possible action to: (a) authorize the renewal of two (2) 
Intergovernmental Agreements between the Peoria Police Department 
and the Drug Enforcement Administration and assign an officer to the DEA 
Task Force and the DEA Tactical Diversion Squad Task Force for a period 
of not less than two years; and (b) approve a budget transfer of 
$34,404.50 from the Proposed Grants Contingency Account to the Federal 
DEA Fund Overtime Account to provide expenditure authority. 
 
5C Abandonment of City Interest, Easement, Street and Highway, 

83rd Avenue and Acoma Drive 
 
Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-89 authorizing the 
abandonment of City Interest in an Easement for Street and Highway 
Purposes as recorded in Docket 8684 Page 926, located within the 
Thunderbird Self Storage site on the west side of 83rd Avenue north of 
Acoma Drive, and declaring an emergency. 
 
6C Final Plat, Sunset Ranch IIA, Lake Pleasant Parkway and 

Williams Road 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve a Final Plat of Sunset 
Ranch IIA, located at Lake Pleasant Parkway north of Williams Road, 
subject to stipulations. 
 
7C Acceptance and Subsequent Land Donation, Downtown Peoria 

Residential Lot, 8459 W. Madison Street 
 
Discussion and possible action to adopt RES. 2011-90 authorizing the 
acceptance of a vacant lot in Downtown Peoria at 8459 W. Madison Street 
from Wells Fargo Bank and further authorize the offering of the property to 
a non-profit through a Materials Management Solicitation of Interest. 
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
8R PUBLIC HEARING: Off-Track Wagering License Renewal, 

American Greyhound Racing Inc., 6750 West Peoria Avenue 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: RE: An Off-Track Wagering License Renewal for 
Gallagher's of Peoria, 6750 West Peoria Avenue. 
 
Staff Report: 
Open Public Hearing: 
Public Comment: 
Close Public Hearing: 
 
COUNCIL ACTION: Discussion and possible action to recommend 
approval to the Arizona Racing Commission for an Off-Track Wagering 
License Renewal for Gallagher's of Peoria, 6750 West Peoria Avenue. 
 
9R Contract Amendment No. 2, FNF Construction, Inc., 75th 

Avenue and Thunderbird Road Intersection Improvements 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve Contract Amendment No. 2, 
GMP#2, in the amount of $3,689,652 to FNF Construction, Inc. for 
construction services associated with the 75th Avenue and Thunderbird 
Road Intersection Improvements, Project Nos. EN00089, UT00143. 
 
10R Contract, Combs Construction, Beardsley Road; Lake Pleasant 

Road to 99th Avenue 
 
Discussion and possible action to: (a) approve the construction contract 
with Combs Construction in the amount of $2,236,065 for the construction 
of the intersection and roadway improvements on Beardsley Road 
between 99th Avenue and Lake Pleasant Road; and (b) approve a 
15 percent contingency to cover contract amendments related to 
unforeseen conditions or owner requested changes. 
 
11R Petition for Review in the Arizona Supreme Court In the Matter 

of City of Peoria and City of Phoenix v. Brink's Home Security, 
Inc. 

 
Discussion and possible action to authorize the filing of a Petition for 
Review in the Arizona Supreme Court In the matter of City of Peoria and 
City of Phoenix v. Brink's Home Security, Inc. 
 



Regular City Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, September 06, 2011 
Page 4 of 4 
 

 
12R Code Amendment, Chapter 8, City Council Districts 
 
Discussion and possible action to adopt ORD. 2011-17 amending 
Chapter 8 of the Peoria City Code (1992) pertaining to legal descriptions 
for City Council Districts. 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Your comments pertaining to City Council business are welcome.  
However, if you wish to address the City Council, please complete a 
Speaker Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for 
this meeting.  The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or 
take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
 
Reports from the City Manager: 
 
1. Council Calendar 
2. Reports with Presentation 
3. Informational (The following items are included for informational purposes 

only.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Councilmember so requests.) 

 
a. Commemoration of September 11 
b. PACe Conference - November 17, 2011 

 
Reports from City Council: 
Reports from the Mayor: 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 
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2011 Redistricting Public Meeting Locations 
 
 
Minority Groups Outreach Meeting 
 
Peoria City Hall 
8401 W. Monroe Street 
Peoria, AZ 85345 
 
Monday, 1/24/11  
11:00 -1:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber  
 
Acacia District 
 
Peoria City Hall 
8401 W. Monroe Street 
Peoria, AZ 85345 
 
Wednesday, 1/26/11 
6:00 -7:00 p.m. 
Pine Conference Room 
 
Pine District 
 
Sun Valley Elementary School 
8361 N. 95th Avenue 
Peoria, AZ 85345 
Main Phone: 623-412-4825 
 
Wednesday, 1/26/11  
7:30 -8:30 p.m. 
Library 
 
Palo Verde District 
 
Oasis Elementary School 
7841 W. Sweetwater Avenue 
Peoria, AZ 85381 
Main Phone: 623-412-4800 
 
Monday, 2/07/11  
5:00 -6:00 p.m.  
Library 
 
 
 
 

 
Willow District 
 
Oakwood Elementary School 
12900 N. 71st Avenue 
Peoria, AZ 85381 
Main Phone: 623-412-4725 
 
Monday, 2/07/11  
6:30 -7:30 p.m. 
Library 
 
Ironwood District 
 
Desert Harbor Elementary School 
15585 N. 91st Avenue 
Peoria, AZ 85382 
Main Phone: 623-486-6200 
 
Wednesday, 2/09/11  
5:00 -6:00 p.m. 
Library 
 
Mesquite District 
 
Sunrise Mountain Library 
21109 N. 98th Avenue 
Peoria, AZ. 85382 
Main Phone:  623-773-8650 
 
Wednesday, 2/09/11  
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
Community Room 
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South Meeting 
 
Peoria City Hall 

oom 
treet 

Pine Conference R
e S
5 

8401 W. Monro
eoria, AZ 8534P
623‐773‐7340 

11/11  
 
ednesday, 05/
:00 ‐ 4:00 p.m. 
W
2
 
North Meeting 

 
 
Christ’s Church of the Valley

 
Road 

Attn:  Emily Grant
7007 W Happy Valley 
Peoria, AZ 85383 
623‐376‐2444 x2952 

11/11 
 
Wednesday, 05/
6:00 ‐ 8:00 p.m. 
 
Middle Meeting 

hoPeoria Light use 
z 
. 

Attn: Fred Sanche
ve
1 

14185 N. 83rd A
eoria, AZ 8538P
623‐979‐4392 

/11 
 
hursday, 05/12
:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
T
6
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
South Meeting 
 
Community Center 
8335 W. Jefferson Street 
Peoria, AZ 85345 
 
Tuesday, 06/14/11 
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
Middle Meeting 
 
Rio Vista Recreation Center 
Lakeview Conference Room 
8866 W. Thunderbird Road 
Peoria, AZ  
 
Tuesday, 06/14/11 
3:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
North Meeting 
 
Sunrise Mountain Library 
Community Room 
21109 N. 98th Avenue 
Peoria, Az. 85382 
 
Wednesday, 06/15/11 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  
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1           THE TRANSCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

2 CITY OF PEORIA MINORITY GROUPS OUTREACH MEETING,

3 was taken at 11:08 a.m. on Monday, January 24, 2011, at

4 8401 West Monroe Street, Peoria, Arizona, before

5 LISA J. ANDERSON, Certified Reporter, Certificate

6 Number 50079.

7

8 APPEARANCES:

9           Stephen M. Kemp, City Attorney

10           Wand Nelson, City Clerk

11

12

13           (Whereupon, the following proceedings ensued:)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1                                      Peoria, Arizona
                                     January 24, 2011

2                                      11:08 a.m.

3

4

5                    P R O C E E D I N G S

6

7           MR. KEMP:  Good morning.  I would like to

8 welcome you to the City of Peoria redistricting meeting.

9 This is really an opportunity.  We've invited members,

10 various minority communities and interest groups to

11 participate in this meeting.  The purpose of this is

12 really to obtain public input on the redistricting

13 process, and we will take that input as well as input we

14 receive in district meetings and other meetings as we move

15 through the process.  And with me this morning is Wanda

16 Nelson, our City clerk.  My name is Steve Kemp and I'm the

17 City attorney here in Peoria.

18           You will also note that we have two backer

19 boards.  Each of those contain a map of the current City

20 Council districts, and they also contain the basic

21 requirement that we have to follow in the redistricting

22 process.  And what we'll be doing this morning is doing a

23 very short overview of the process, and then we will

24 follow that up with an explanation of citizen kits, and

25 then basically be available to answer questions that
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1 anyone may have regarding the process, and so we'll try

2 and keep that moving.  And with that, I'm going to go

3 ahead and start the overview of the process.

4           Redistricting is done generally every time that

5 a census is completed.  In Peoria, our charter requires

6 that if there's a mid-decennial census, then we would do

7 redistricting; however, there was no mid-decennial census

8 in 2005, so this redistricting will be the first

9 redistricting since 2000.

10           During the last ten years, some things have

11 really changed.  In the past, we look at a 10 percent

12 differential between districts.  In fact, the U.S. Supreme

13 Court upheld a 16 percent differential in one case.  Since

14 that time, a number of cases have suggested that a

15 differential of more than 5 percent may be subject to

16 challenge.  So this basically makes the process more

17 complicated because if you are talking about, say, for

18 example, a district of 26,000 people, you could end up

19 having districts roughly between 25,700 and 26,300 and

20 that makes the substantially equal in population a bit

21 more of a challenge.

22           The other side that has really changed

23 significantly by virtue of a number of Supreme Court

24 decisions has been the whole question of contiguity,

25 compactness to minority representation.  There's always
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1 been a requirement that the district needed to be

2 contiguous; however, in the past there's been some

3 suggestion that you really did not need to look at

4 compactness.  There was a district -- a congressional

5 district in North Carolina, for example, commonly

6 nicknamed the I-85 District because it included all the

7 urban communities in North Carolina with the I-85

8 right-of-way which connected all of those communities and

9 the Supreme Court upheld that.  However, in 2006, a Texas

10 case which basically involved having strips of

11 right-of-way and taking in different pieces of south Texas

12 was struck down, and so there's now a need to be more

13 concerned about compactness than there has been in the

14 past.

15           And in Peoria, we do not consider where our

16 elected officials reside.  That is not part of the

17 process.  So where they reside isn't considered.  Now,

18 in other jurisdictions that may not be the case.  One

19 of --

20           Yes?

21           MR. NASQUEZ:  Why is that so?

22           MR. KEMP:  Generally, because if you look at

23 redistricting classes, one of the concerns has been, in

24 the past, attempts to get districts to favor existing

25 elected officials.  And so the redistricting process in
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1 Peoria was actually a City charter initiative back in 1988

2 and that is one of the things that was put in the

3 initiative at that time, is we would not consider where

4 elected officials reside.

5           Now, one of the other issues that has

6 significantly changed in recent years has been the issue

7 of the regression of the minority population.  And what

8 that basically means is that there's a concern by the

9 Department of Justice any time a district's minority

10 population is reduced, because it may affect the ability

11 of minority voters to effectively participate in the

12 political process.

13           And that may raise the question:  Why is the

14 Department of Justice even involved?  Well, Arizona is one

15 of 17 states that is subject to the Voting Rights Act of

16 1965 as amended, and what that means is the Department of

17 Justice has to approve all City Council, City actions

18 pertaining to elections, including the redistricting

19 process.

20           One of the items in recent years that they have

21 become much more concerned with has been this question of

22 regression because what occurs is that a minority voter

23 may find their ability to participate in the process

24 effectively diminished if the population is reduced and

25 there's a history of block voting.  And block voting
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1 basically is a situation where you have groups of one

2 national origin or race voting for one candidate or party

3 and groups of another national origin or race voting for

4 another candidate or party.  And the Justice Department's

5 concern is making sure that all voters have a right to

6 effectively participate in the process and to elect

7 candidates of their choice.

8           This redistricting will also be different in

9 that the Civil Rights Division of the Department of

10 Justice has significantly ramped up over prior

11 redistrictings.  Ten years ago the Civil Rights Division

12 of the Department of Justice was very, very limited staff

13 and much of the attention was on state and congressional

14 redistrictings.  This time, the Department of Justice has

15 added a significant amount of staff and is already ramped

16 in looking much more closely at local redistrictings,

17 realizing that those many times may result in the

18 possibility of future elected officials at a state or

19 congressional level because they generally may start out

20 as a local government official.

21           And as part of the new regulations that the

22 Department of Justice has issued, they are going to be

23 also more focused on looking at minority neighboring

24 communities and placing a higher burden on local

25 government to justify its decisions in the redistricting
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1 process.

2           So the process is going to require more effort

3 and more responsibility by local government in making sure

4 that we have met the requirements, which is one of the

5 reasons for providing meetings such as this, and the

6 public meetings that we'll soon be having in the city

7 because we want to obtain public input, public comment and

8 public suggestions regarding the process.

9           Now, the process starts with information

10 collection.  And we have actually been involved in

11 information collection regarding the redistricting for

12 several months, everything from annexations and changes in

13 city boundaries since the year 2000, to election results

14 since that time, to an analysis of those election results

15 to determine those situations where we may have had block

16 voting, and we are still in the process of even collecting

17 information with meetings such as this and citizen

18 meetings that will be occurring throughout the city

19 shortly.

20           And as part of that, as I indicated, we're

21 collecting a number of different sources of information,

22 everything from population, minority population, housing

23 development, looking, for example, where we project

24 housing development and how that may impact the city in

25 the future as well as our past elections.  Communities of
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1 interest really refer to areas that have essentially a

2 defined sense of community, and that doesn't mean that

3 other areas don't, but, for example, you look in the City

4 of Peoria, we have areas such as Westbrook Village,

5 Country Meadows, Desert Harbor that have a very defined

6 identification, and those are generally regarded as

7 communities of interest.  That becomes important, again,

8 because in the redistricting process as communities of

9 interest are separated, one of the issues it raises is

10 why?  Is the City attempting to do something to either

11 effectively prevent some group of voters from

12 participating in the system or is the City doing something

13 with separating that community of interest that is

14 effectively resorting in regression.  So separating

15 communities of interest is an important part of the

16 redistricting process, should that occur.

17           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Steve?

18           MR. KEMP:  Yes.

19           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  There seems to be a

20 contradiction here.  You want to prevent block voting but

21 then maintain certain communities and with that comes

22 block voting.

23           MR. KEMP:  And Council Member Aames, you're

24 actual ly right.  That has been one of the big issues in

25 the Voting Rights Act, we want to prevent block voting in
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1 terms of preventing minority communities from effectively

2 participating in the process.  One of the criticisms, for

3 example, is the Arizona State redistricting process,

4 instead of a percentage of minority voters in some

5 election districts it resulted in the exact opposite, a

6 phenomena that we call packing where there is an attempt

7 to put as many minority voters in a district as possible

8 in the hope that you can create other districts more

9 favorable to a party, so it's kind of a fine line where

10 you have put too many minority voters in a district and

11 you engage in packing versus not having enough minority

12 voters in a district where you then have a minority

13 population subject to not voting, so it is a

14 contradiction.

15           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  I'm not thinking necessarily

16 just minorities, but any community of interest such as

17 Westbrook Village.

18           MR. KEMP:  Absolutely.  I mean, you could do the

19 same types of -- now of course it's not recognized, for

20 example, elderly voters that we pack all voters of active

21 communities over 55 in one district, that that is any kind

22 of violation of the Voting Rights Act, but that creates

23 the same type of issue where you effective ly take a group

24 of communities and you reduce their input by engaging in

25 that kind of packing.
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1           We also have had some changes in natural and

2 physical landmarks in the City of Peoria.  In 2000, we

3 really had to only deal with Agua Fria River, the New

4 River, Grand Avenue and Loop 101.  We now have Lake

5 Pleasant Parkway, we have Loop 303, we have Happy Valley

6 Road, all which are additional landmarks we're having to

7 deal with.  And, again, that becomes important because we

8 really try to not have districts that are split by a major

9 physical landmark.  Sometimes that cannot be avoided, but

10 it is something that we try to do and try to minimize.

11           Now, we also seek a lot of community involvement

12 in the redistricting process.  Not only do we have a

13 meeting like this where we invite members of interest

14 groups and representatives from minority communities, we

15 also contact members of our boards, commissions, we will

16 be contacting the school district, Maricopa County and

17 seeking their input on the redistricting process, as well

18 as a series of public meetings.

19           And our whole goal in this process is to obtain

20 as much public input as possible because the more public

21 input we have, the more we can become aware of community

22 concerns and community issues and we want to address those

23 in this process so that ultimately what's submitted to the

24 City Council for its approval would outline a process

25 where we've obtained and considered all of this
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1 information that we can obtain from the community.

2           Now, expectations, can I tell you what the

3 numbers are today?  And the answer is no.  I wish I could,

4 but I can't.  And, unfortunately, my crystal ball I left

5 at home.  However, I do know, and we know in Peoria in

6 2000, we had a population of 108,000, I believe it was

7 actually 108,365.  So if you look at 108,000, we'll have

8 districts of 18,000 and a few additional people.  And at

9 that time we could have a variance of up to 10 percent.

10 So our districts, actually we had some as low as 17,200,

11 17,300 and some slightly greater over 18,000.

12           We have two different estimates of population

13 right now for 2010.  One is based on utility hookups in

14 the city, the other is a census estimate.  And

15 interestingly enough, they were both within about 300

16 people of each other and they both suggest a population of

17 approximately 160,000.  So if we were to look at a

18 population, say, of 162,000, which divides nicely by six,

19 that would result in districts of roughly 27,000, and we

20 could have a variance, as indicated, anywhere from 26,006

21 to 27,300.  So the variances are going to be -- in 2000,

22 for example, our variance was almost 2,000 people and this

23 year our variance is going to be roughly about 1,300

24 people because of the change in the differential.  And so

25 the districts are going to increase.  Because the map you
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1 see here, these districts were all based on the 18,000

2 number with some having as low as 17 and some having as

3 much as 18,000, I believe, is the biggest one.  So

4 obviously we do know that the districts are going to have

5 to be adjusted because of that increase of population.

6           Generally, what that means is because we can't

7 go any further south, the districts in the south, Pine,

8 Acacia, Palo Verde, Willow and Ironwood, to some degree,

9 northern boundaries are going to have to continue to move

10 north.  Does that mean all of them are going to move

11 north?  Not necessarily.  You can do different types of

12 concepts.  But there's five districts that have not enough

13 people and one district that has too many, based on the

14 estimates.  So we know some districts are going to have to

15 move north.

16           And, obviously, Palo Verde and Willow are more

17 likely to see their southern boundaries move north because

18 Acacia is the district that we -- it's essentially a

19 minority interest district and based on all of the

20 estimates is going to need to have its population

21 significant ly increased, which is going to force --

22 meaning that the City is going to have to be looking at

23 the three districts that touch Acacia, Willow, Palo Verde,

24 and Pine, for any additional population into that

25 district.
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1           Now, how all of that plays out, again, we won't

2 know until we have the census.  But what we do know is

3 that the southern boundaries of those three districts are

4 most likely going to have to move north because of the

5 additional territory in Acacia.

6           CHAIRMAN AAMES:  The southern boundaries moving

7 north?

8           MR. KEMP:  Yes, because Acacia is likely to

9 have --

10           CHAIRMAN AAMES:  Or the northern boundary moved

11 north?

12           MR. KEMP:  Yeah, the northern boundary moved

13 north.  It's likely the whole district is going to get

14 picked up.  Or the district may not be picked up as much

15 and it may move much more east/west, and there may be a

16 concept where the entire district moves north and one

17 district maybe gets picked up in its entirety and that

18 could happen as well.

19           And what makes this even more challenging is the

20 impact.  If you look at Peoria, again, we have a little

21 area right here which is one and a quarter miles wide and

22 it has one major street going through it and one half mile

23 street.  That becomes very, very challenging because,

24 again, in moving districts north we really try to avoid

25 going through and doing things where we go down a street
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1 and we have half of the street in one district and half of

2 the street in another.  Does that happen?  Yes, it does.

3 But that narrow point becomes more of a challenge just

4 because of the difficulty it poses in moving districts

5 north.

6           And obviously, as I mentioned, we have to

7 address minimizing minority population regression in

8 Acacia.  And one of the things we have had difficulty in

9 addressing has been in Peoria income levels have continued

10 to increase, including an increase in income levels for

11 our Latino population.  What happens, generally, as occurs

12 in any community when income levels increase, people move

13 into other housing.  People have more income and they are

14 able to move into other housing, and so what that does is

15 it results in a disbursal of population.

16           And what we've seen is we've seen in the 2000

17 census, for example, we actually had a second district,

18 the Palo Verde district, that actually had a Latino

19 population of roughly about 22 percent and that was the

20 first time we actually had two districts with Latino

21 populations in excess of 20 percent.  And so we're

22 beginning to see that it poses some challenges for us on

23 the regression issue because Justice, on the other hand,

24 will ask why haven't you been able to maintain the

25 minority population at a constant level.  So that would be
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1 one of the major challenges in this process.

2           And certainly in other communities you may

3 actually have regression involving more than one ethnic

4 group.  In Peoria, the Latino population has been our

5 biggest ethnic group.  We've had a very, very small Asian

6 American and African American population, so regression

7 has not been as much of an issue in those populations,

8 it's really primarily focused, in Peoria, on the Latino

9 population.

10           So what is going to happen next?  We have

11 citizen input meetings that will be happening in the next

12 few days and that will be an opportunity for citizens to

13 come out and give their thoughts and input and concerns

14 about the process, things that they would like to see and

15 things that they want us to take into account.  We also

16 have citizen kits for citizens to draft their concepts of

17 what they think the ideal district should look like.

18           And on the citizen kits side, were not as

19 concerned that they address issues like population, what

20 we're really looking at from the citizen kits are concerns

21 about their communities, concerns about areas that they

22 think should be within their district.  We're really

23 seeking their input in terms of those issues.

24           We will be then looking at county and precinct

25 boundaries because the reality of it is, again, we really
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1 don't want people on different sides of the street in

2 different voting precincts if we can avoid it.  And so

3 we've had traditionally a very good working relation with

4 the Maricopa County Elections Department and so we'll be

5 networking with them in terms of changes they're proposing

6 for precinct boundaries as well as how that might affect

7 our process.  And we will continue networking with

8 interest groups in the community.  Not just everyone who

9 has come to this meeting, but we have ongoing district

10 contracts that we're going to continue to seek input and

11 provide information to and certainly anyone in the

12 community who wants to be part of this process we welcome

13 that.

14           Now, we won't see the actual initial citizen

15 information until February through April.  And some of the

16 initial information will come out in February, more of the

17 block and track information won't be out until March and

18 April, and so our goal will be to develop some initial

19 redistricting concepts in April and May.  And what those

20 will be is, likely, I am anticipating, somewhere of around

21 six to eight concepts.  And those are going to be based

22 off of the census information.  And we have obtained a

23 national demographics group who will be assisting the City

24 in that process.  And they won't necessarily look at in

25 terms of which concepts are most likely to pass Justice
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1 Department review, they're really designed to give the

2 community an opportunity to look at different concepts and

3 how the districts might be done.

4           We then will have, again, public input on those

5 concepts.  Because we certainly want to consider the

6 public's input on those concepts, as well as we'll go

7 through a detailed analysis of those concepts in terms of

8 Voting Rights Act compliance, in terms of population,

9 contiguity compliance and compactness and we'll look at

10 all of those concepts.  And we will then be coming back

11 from to the City Council, who is the final decision maker

12 on this, in June with roughly, I'm anticipating, three

13 preferred concepts and then we will ask the Council to

14 narrow that down ultimately to the final concept, I'm

15 anticipating in July of 2011.  And then based on that

16 Council action, we will bring forth an ordinance and later

17 in the year to adopt the boundaries as well as start the

18 submission process to the U.S. Department of Justice.

19 Because the districts are not final and do not go into

20 effect until the U.S. Department of Justice has

21 pre-cleared and approved us, so our goal will be hopefully

22 by the end of 2011 to have the pre-clearance process

23 completed and the districts approved by the Department of

24 Justice.

25           And then those new boundaries would apply to the
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1 Council districts in the 2012 election.  So when

2 individuals pull their packet in early 2012, they would

3 actually be pulling their packet based on the new

4 districts in the 2012 election; although, the petition

5 signature numbers would all be based on the 2010 election,

6 but the new districts would apply in 2012 for those three

7 districts that are up.  And then obviously for the other

8 three districts they would not apply until 2014.  And one

9 of the questions that does come up with that is what

10 happens if a Council member is redistricted out of their

11 district?  And the answer is they stay in office until

12 their term is up and then they would have the option of

13 running in the district in which they now reside.  But

14 they do not lose their seat, they stay in office until the

15 term is completed.

16           And with that, that concludes our presentation.

17 We do have citizen kits and those are located on this

18 table and they have some very straightforward

19 instructions.  And the intent of the citizen kit is really

20 to obtain community input.  And they are also online at

21 the City's webpage, and they will also be available, I

22 believe, through the public library as well, as well as

23 the City clerk's office.  And so those are available for

24 citizens to submit and the explanation is part of the kit.

25 And so with that, the City clerk and I would be happy to
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1 answer any questions.

2           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Are those kits going to be

3 available electronically?

4           MR. KEMP:  Yes.

5           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  So we can move the

6 boundaries?

7           MR. KEMP:  Well, they will be available online.

8 We don't have, right now, the type of software that really

9 allows citizens to move the boundaries.  So they will be

10 able to print those kits off.  They will also be able to

11 e-mail them back to us.  It's just that the geographic

12 software to move boundaries was not part -- I think this

13 will probably be the last redistricting that we even have

14 paper kits, but the software just wasn't something that we

15 had available as part of this plan, but they will be

16 available for citizens to download electronically.

17           Yes, Councilman Pearson.

18           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  Did you say that these

19 citizen kits were really intended for the citizens to

20 comment on communities of interest and other general

21 comments?  How is that different from redistricting

22 concepts?

23           MR. KEMP:  Well, it's really redistricting

24 concepts.  The issue, and perhaps let me explain that in a

25 bit more detail, one of the difficulties is because the
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1 way the census has changed, how they put out information,

2 it becomes a little more difficult for citizens to deal

3 with things such as minority population and regression.

4 And so we're really not asking citizens to be focused on

5 that, but to be focused on redistricting concepts.  The

6 fact that a concept may not correctly address minority

7 population and regression isn't important because,

8 frankly, if you look at all of the Peoria redistrictings

9 in 1990 to 1995 to 2000, we took citizen concepts that

10 came out of the citizen kits and all were incorporated in

11 the final adopted plan.  Even though I can tell you on the

12 concepts, they may not have been substantially equal in

13 population, they may not have had exactly the right

14 differential, the concepts still ended up -- for example,

15 the Palo Verde district in its current format was as a

16 result of a citizen kit comment, which said we ought to

17 try to have a district that's more the width across the

18 city.  And really that's what we're hoping we're going to

19 get out of the citizen kits, is that focus on

20 redistricting concepts, but not necessarily worried about

21 well how do I make sure my districts are exactly equal in

22 population.  We're not asking citizens to do that, as much

23 as we really want their concepts and what they think the

24 district should look like.

25           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  Well, for those hardy souls
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1 who want to number crunch, is that going to be available?

2           MR. KEMP:  As soon as we have it available from

3 the census we'll make that available to the public and put

4 it on the website.  The difficulty is that because of how

5 the census is doing things this year, we didn't want to be

6 entirely dependent on that.  But yes, as soon as those

7 numbers are available we'll make it available to the

8 public as well.

9           MR. LEONIE:  If the citizens want to come, how

10 are they going to explain what they want the district in

11 their area to be, are they going to have to make a map?

12           MR. KEMP:  They'll be able to use the citizen

13 kit as one method.  At the community meetings we have

14 we're going to have comment forms so the citizens can

15 complete comment forms and give us information.  They can

16 also contact us on the City's website and they will be

17 able to give us comments there as well.  And so we really

18 can provide a multiple number of ways for citizens to

19 provide us information about the redistricting process.

20           MR. LEONIE:  My question was can they draw a

21 map?

22           MR. KEMP:  Yes, that's what the citizen kits are

23 designed to do.

24           MR. LEONIE:  When I saw the map, it's --

25           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  So it doesn't matter which
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1 map?

2           MS. NELSON:  That's a good question.  One thing

3 I would like to clarify is there are a number of maps in

4 here.  You can use any of the maps in here to identify

5 your communities of interest.

6           MR. KEMP:  And then we will also, if individuals

7 want plain maps of the City, those we'll certainly make

8 available as well, if we have individuals that say I don't

9 want all of this information with all of these other

10 boundaries superimposed, we certainly will endeavor to

11 make that available.  But yes, they can use this to draw

12 districts as well as they can submit comments.

13           MR. LEONIE:  And you said the Council will have

14 the last say on these --

15           MR. KEMP:  Council will have the final say.

16           MR. LEONIE:  What if they don't like them?

17           MR. KEMP:  What if they don't like any concepts?

18 Well, then I think we'll go back to the drawing board.

19 Hopefully, and the difficulty is because of the

20 constraints we're under, I don't think -- I know the

21 redistrictings I've been involved with here, I don't think

22 there's ever one that everybody liked everything about it.

23 And so realistically if we're looking for the perfect

24 redistricting, I don't think we're going to find it.

25           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Can we move into Glendale?
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1           MR. KEMP:  Now, you certainly can.  There's a

2 small problem with that is that you lose your seat.

3           But we certainly are hoping to have enough

4 public input and enough concepts that that Council will be

5 able to address that and see a concept that would be

6 workable for the City, as well as the legal requirements

7 that we have to meet.

8           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  How do the citizens hand

9 these in?  Do they physically have to hand them to

10 somebody?

11           MR. KEMP:  They can actually bring the kit in or

12 we'll be taking the kits both at the North Library as well

13 as the main City clerk's office.  We've also designed it

14 that we have an e-mail address that citizens are able, if

15 they want to scan it and e-mail it to us, they can also

16 obtain it that way.  We also -- so they can actually do it

17 any of those ways.

18           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  They really can't draw on

19 maps on the computer?

20           MR. KEMP:  No.  That requires a type of

21 technology that's just really come out and it's rather

22 cost prohibitive at this point when we looked at it, so we

23 hadn't really -- I think in the next redistricting,

24 there's no question in 2020 or 2015 that's going to be how

25 it's done.
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1           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  2015?

2           MR. KEMP:  2015 if there's a mid-decennial

3 census.  The last time, for example, in 2005, it was just

4 a census estimate, it wasn't a formal census.  And so if

5 you had a formal census then our charter requires that we

6 have to do redistricting.

7           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Do you mean a complete

8 census?

9           MR. KEMP:  A complete census, yes.

10           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Has the census ever done

11 that?

12           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  In Maricopa County back in 1995

13 they did a complete census where they did the whole entire

14 census mid year.  2005, Maricopa County only did what they

15 call a census estimate, which basically is a partial

16 census.

17           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  But not a census across the

18 whole U.S.?

19           MR. KEMP:  It has to be the census just in

20 Maricopa County.

21           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  It was spearheaded by the

22 Maricopa County Association of Governments.

23           MR. KEMP:  Yes.

24           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  Because they felt it would

25 be an advantage.
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1           MR. KEMP:  So at this point, who knows whether

2 there will be one in 2015 or not.

3           Yes?

4           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  Just a comment on one of

5 your maps, the major road map, I can't identify Lake

6 Pleasant Parkway.  And maybe it's just me, but --

7           MS. NELSON:  Is that Map A that you're referring

8 to?

9           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  Yes.  So you'll need to

10 draw that in.

11           MR. KEMP:  Oh, yes, I don't see that on there.

12 So yes, we will get that drawn in because I see a small

13 bit of it, but we'll make sure that gets drawn in there

14 because that did not show up.

15           MR. NASQUEZ:  So City Council is going to have

16 the final say so?

17           MR. KEMP:  They will have the final say so.

18           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Does it actually go to a

19 vote?

20           MR. KEMP:  No, it is approved by the Council and

21 they will have the final say so on which map is adopted.

22           MR. NASQUEZ:  You're going to slice it and dice

23 it.

24           MR. KEMP:  There could be some slicing and

25 dicing.
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1           MR. LEONIE:  You have to come to the City

2 Council meeting; right?

3           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  The map will be approved in a

4 public meeting right in these chambers.  And most likely

5 when we get to that point we'll have the concepts sitting

6 out like this and it will be approved by the Council right

7 here in these chambers probably -- I'm anticipating that

8 first meeting in July.

9           MR. NASQUEZ:  July?

10           MR. KEMP:  July 2011.

11           MR. LEONIE:  When will it go into effect?

12           MR. KEMP:  And then it will go into effect once

13 the Department of Justice has pre-cleared the City's

14 actions and approved it then it will go into effect, which

15 our goal will be hopefully by the end of 2011 to have it

16 pre-cleared and approved by the Department of Justice.

17           MR. LEONIE:  So July in 2012, that's when Dave

18 has to go campaign in a different district.

19           MR. KEMP:  I know nothing about that.

20           COUNCILMAN PEARSON:  Or for a different office.

21           COUNCILMAN AAMES:  Has the Department of Justice

22 ever changed our recommendation?

23           MR. KEMP:  Our recommendations, no.  We have

24 always had a very comprehensive pre-clearance process and

25 we have always worked very, very well with the Department
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1 of Justice.  Obviously the rules are a bit different this

2 year, so that always holds a challenge because the rules

3 have changed, but we expect, again, to work well with the

4 Department of Justice and to address any concerns that

5 they have.

6           MR. LEONIE:  You're safe this year.

7           MR. KEMP:  Are there any other questions?  Well,

8 will that, both Wanda and I will be here if somebody does

9 have a question, we'll be here for a bit to answer any

10 questions that you may have.  And I thank you on behalf of

11 the City for your attendance today.  And please feel free

12 to keep in contact with us if you have any concerns or

13 questions, we certainly would like to be able to follow

14 those up.

15           (Whereupon, the proceedings concluded at

16 11:43 a.m.)

17
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1           MR. JOHNSON:  I think we will go ahead and get 

2 started.  Do you two want to come up to the table 

3 instead of sitting in the back there?   

4           MS. LEE:  Actually, in case I need to walk out, 

5 I'm going hang out right here. 

6           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  That's fine. 

7           MS. MUNSHI:  And I like lurking. 

8           MS. VAN RIPER:  The press does that so well. 

9           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, why don't we go around, and 

10 since there's only a few of us, we can all introduce 

11 ourselves and say a little bit about why we are here, 

12 either because we are working on the project or what 

13 your interest is in the process.  So I can start.   

14           I am Douglas Johnson.  I am with National 

15 Demographics Corporation.  We are redistricting 

16 consultants.  We work with all types of jurisdictions 

17 going through this process, and this is the big year 

18 for us as everyone goes through this.   

19           So we have done -- actually, we have worked 

20 with Peoria every time they have drawn lines, so it's a 

21 pleasure to be back, and we look forward to working 

22 through this.  And we'll work through the agenda 

23 tonight and hopefully answer any questions you have.   

24           MS. VAN RIPER:  My name is Ellen Van Riper.  

25 I'm an assistant city attorney with the City Attorney's 
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1 Office.  I am sitting in for Steve Camp tonight.  And 

2 our office is involved in this process with Mr. Johnson 

3 to make sure that all the legal requirements are 

4 followed and answer any legal questions you might have 

5 about the Voting Rights Act, et cetera, et cetera. 

6           THE COURT REPORTER:  I'm the court reporter.  I 

7 don't get to say anything. 

8           MS. HEADY:  I am Anne Heady, and we're just 

9 residents in Westbrook Village.  And we heard about the 

10 meeting and decided we'd better come down and see 

11 what's going on. 

12           MR. HEADY:  I'm Greg Heady, also from 

13 Westbrook.  Again, we're just down, maybe a little 

14 early, but just seeing how the process works, and 

15 finding out how things happen. 

16           MR. JOHNSON:  Did you follow us at all in 2001 

17 when we went through this before, or is this your first 

18 time? 

19           MR. HEADY:  We were on the east side of town at 

20 that time, so redistricting here wouldn't have been our 

21 big issue.   

22           MS. HEADY:  The growth in population was 

23 skyrocketing over on the east side at that point. 

24           MR. JOHNSON:  Right.   

25           MS. VAN RIPER:  Now, with you in your prior 



TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC REDRISTRICTING MEETING - 1/26/2011

602-230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING

5

1 community, did they have districts? 

2           MS. HEADY:  Yes. 

3           MS. VAN RIPER:  Were you in Scottsdale or Mesa 

4 or -- 

5           MS. HEADY:  No.  We were in Scottsdale.   

6           MS. VAN RIPER:  Scottsdale.  And I'm sure they 

7 also went through the process the same time we did back 

8 in those same years, in 2001. 

9           MS. BROWN SCARF:  Yeah, yeah. 

10           MS. PORCH:  I am Marion Porch, and I am also 

11 from Westbrook Village, and I'm a redistricting junkie. 

12           MS. LEE:  I'm Lauren Lee, and I'm the general 

13 manager of Westbrook Village.  So I am here to get some 

14 information and go back to my residents and see what we 

15 need to do. 

16           MR. JOHNSON:  So we should get excellent 

17 participation when we go up there.    

18           MS. LEE:  I am hoping.  I've been advertising.  

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Good.  

20           MS. MUNSHI:  I am Sonu Munshi.  I am a reporter 

21 with the "Arizona Republic."   

22           MR. HOYOS:  My name is Gilberto Hoyos.  I am 

23 here as an interpreter in case it's needed for any 

24 translations of English material into Spanish.  I am 

25 here at the request of the great City of Peoria.   
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1           COUNCILMAN LEONE:  I'm Carlos Leone, councilman 

2 of the Pine District.  And I usually go to all of 

3 these.  I'm surprised -- well, not surprised to see 

4 four people from Westbrook village and nobody from my 

5 Acacia District.  From here I'm going to my own 

6 district.  We're leaving right after this at about 7:00 

7 and see how many I might get over there from my 

8 district.  Thank you.  

9           MS. NELSON:  I am Wanda Nelson.  I am the   

10 City Clerk.  And I think I've let each of you know, 

11 there are extra materials up here, so feel free if you 

12 need to grab more maps or anything.  We have printed 

13 them out for you.  And this kit is also available 

14 online, but feel free to take some of ours so you don't 

15 have to run your own color copies.   

16           Thank you for supporting the process.  And I've 

17 got a card up here as well if you need to have any 

18 questions answered or have any feedback for us.  We are 

19 happy to hear from you.  Thank you so much for coming.   

20           And as the councilmember mentioned, after this 

21 meeting ends at 7:00, we are on the road.  We are 

22 heading to Sunrise Elementary for another meeting 

23 tonight.  So that's kind of the plan tonight to keep 

24 this within our agenda to finish by 7:00 if not before.  

25 So thank you very much for coming.   
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1           MR. JOHNSON:  If you have questions that we 

2 don't get to before 7:00, you can come with us.   

3           So let me just start off with a little 

4 introduction to the process. 

5           Marion, bear with us.  She could actually give 

6 this presentation, she's been through it enough times.   

7           Redistricting typically happens every ten 

8 years.  Those of you who have been around this area a 

9 little while may know that some of the cities did it in 

10 1995, mid-decade, because they were growing so fast.  

11           But to the best of my knowledge, no one did 

12 that this decade.  And so we are back ten years later 

13 looking to take into account the growth that's happened 

14 in the last ten years and make sure the City is 

15 complying with what is called the one person, one vote 

16 rules that the Supreme Court set up in the 1960s.   

17           The basic requirement for election districts at 

18 every level of government is that they have an equal 

19 number of total population in each one.  Now, that's 

20 the hard and fast law.  There's plus or minus a couple 

21 of percent flexibility, but really, we are looking for 

22 equal population.   

23           But there's lots of ways to get there.  And so 

24 I can sit at the computer and draw districts with equal 

25 population, and, boom, we can call it done, but that 
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1 doesn't do much good for the City.  The real goal is 

2 within that one limit, then how do we look at the 

3 communities of the city?  And that's really the goal of 

4 this first round of hearings is to say what are the 

5 communities that make up Peoria?   

6           And given that we have to draw lines throughout 

7 the city and divide this up into districts, which 

8 communities make sense to put together, and which 

9 communities might it make more sense to put in 

10 different districts, and what is the people's view of 

11 where the lines should go?   

12           Now, we're doing this early to kind of get a 

13 blank slate.  Really, we are open to any comments from 

14 the homeowners associations, school attendance zones, 

15 any neighborhoods, or however people identify their 

16 neighborhoods using any features they want to.   

17           It can be in the context of the current 

18 districts, or you can ignore the current districts, and 

19 share your thoughts and say, just keep Westbrook 

20 Village together, and we don't care who else goes into 

21 it or who else we are with.  Or keep Westbrook Village 

22 together and put us with certain other areas.   

23           The famous example I always cite to is the Sun 

24 Cities in the 2001 state redistricting where the three 

25 Sun Cities together would've been almost the exact 
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1 population of a state legislative district.  They 

2 showed up at a hearing, and they said don't you even 

3 think about putting us together.  They wanted to be 

4 split because they wanted to be a very dominant force, 

5 given their turnout rates, in three districts.   

6           So sometimes communities come out and say this 

7 is our community, and divide us, please, so we can have 

8 a voice in two districts.  So that's our goal is to 

9 hear what are the communities of the city, and in the 

10 different communities, who wants to go where.   

11           There is one other law that really is going to 

12 govern this process, and that is the Federal Voting 

13 Rights Act.  And that law kicks in whenever there is 

14 what they call a protected class, generally a minority 

15 population, either ethnic or language.   

16           And in Peoria, the one that triggers the law is 

17 the Latino community.  And so the law says that the 

18 Latino community needs to have an equal opportunity to 

19 elect the candidates of its choice.  A great idea, a 

20 little hard to measure.  So what it really comes down 

21 to, speaking in general, is you can't divide up Latino 

22 neighborhoods so that their voice is diluted and they 

23 don't have the power to elect someone to the Council 

24 they choose.   

25           And this doesn't really apply in Peoria, but it 
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1 does in other situations.  You also can't pack them so 

2 that if the community had enough votes to elect for two 

3 districts, you can't shove them all into one district 

4 and dilute their vote.   

5           Looking at preliminary numbers, which is all we 

6 are looking at, at this point, the second case isn't 

7 really going to apply in Peoria.  We are actually 

8 looking at the first case making sure that we don't 

9 divide up their community.   

10           And this comes with an added twist in 

11 jurisdictions that have grown as much as Peoria has, 

12 and the Latino community's growth has not kept up with 

13 the overall city's growth.  And so one thing we will be 

14 looking at is how to really minimize what they call 

15 regression.   

16           If we can avoid it altogether, we will.  But 

17 the Department of Justice, when they look at this, will 

18 say, okay, maybe there weren't the numbers to keep the 

19 same percentage that we had in the district in 2001.  

20 Did you essentially do all you could to avoid reducing 

21 the numbers?  So we will avoid retrogression as much as 

22 we can.  If the numbers just aren't there, then the key 

23 thing is, just like with everyone else, identifying the 

24 neighborhoods, identifying communities, and make sure 

25 they're put together and kept together.   
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1           So those are the two main laws, equal numbers 

2 of people in each district, and don't dilute or overly 

3 pack any minority populations.  Now, obviously, that 

4 means a lot of flexibility for the rest of the city and 

5 where the rest of the lines go.   

6           So we are gathering a lot of data and a lot of 

7 information that is in the kits you have before you, 

8 and we are gathering more as well.  So as this process 

9 goes forward, we will be adding to that data that's out 

10 there looking at, you know, homeowner's associations, 

11 school attendance zones, all of that data that can be 

12 used to identify neighborhoods.   

13           And where the public doesn't comment or doesn't 

14 show up in an area, we will try to use that data to 

15 fill in what we think are the communities.  And we will 

16 come back for a second round when we actually draft 

17 plans.  And the public will hopefully tell us did we 

18 fill it in right, or did we not?   

19           MS. HEADY:  Can I ask a question?   

20           MR. JOHNSON:  Sure.   

21           MS. HEADY:  Who decides what's a minority 

22 population?   

23           MR. JOHNSON:  The federal government.  It's all 

24 set by the Federal Voting Rights Act, which passed in 

25 1965.  And what they did is they looked mainly through 
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1 the South, but a little bit through the rest of the 

2 country.  And they looked at jurisdictions that had 

3 voting tests that were designed to exclude people from 

4 voting.  And in 1965, there was a lot of that.  

5 Literacy tests, the South was very famous, if you are 

6 white, they gave you a can you read this, and it was 

7 the cat jumped over the dog.  If you were black and you 

8 walked up, they handed you sections of Shakespeare.   

9           So it was looking at the 1965 elections and 

10 also at turnout.  If you had one of these tests and 

11 your turnout in the 1960's presidential election was 

12 less than 50 percent, you were in violation.   

13           Arizona got picked up, as you may know, under 

14 the Section 5 preclearance in '75 when they rewrote the 

15 law.  And then they added, if you had rules that 

16 elections could only be conducted in English, and 

17 materials were not available in Spanish or any other 

18 language, and you have low turnout, then you were in 

19 violation.   

20           And one thing that got Arizona and the four 

21 counties in California that were covered is it was the 

22 1972 presidential election, and you had a lot of 

23 military passing through on their way to Vietnam.  So 

24 you had really big numbers, and so turnout in the 

25 presidential election looked like it was really low.  
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1 And so that's what triggered the coverage.   

2           And the law was originally for five years.  It 

3 has been extended and extended, and it was just 

4 extended in 2006 again.  So that's where it goes back 

5 to.  You hear it in the press, and in the shorthand, we 

6 refer to it as minority communities.  But really, the 

7 law refers to protected classes where they have shown 

8 this history of discrimination.  

9           MS. HEADY:  So the protected classes may change 

10 as we progress, as our population changes?   

11           MR. JOHNSON:  Definitely.   

12           MS. PORCH:  Uh-huh. 

13           MS. HEADY:  Okay.  

14           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  And there have been -- 

15 actually in recent years, there have been two cases 

16 where one was dropped, and one was successful where the 

17 Department of Justice used the Voting Rights Act to 

18 protect white communities.  The one that was successful 

19 from essentially a political boss who was an African 

20 American leader in the South.   

21           So yes, it can evolve as barriers to 

22 participation in voting are thrown up against any 

23 community based on race or language.   

24           MS. HEADY:  Thank you.   

25           MR. JOHNSON:  And there are entire college 
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1 courses on this, so I could talk for hours and hours.  

2 But that's the quick answer.   

3           MS. HEADY:  Okay.   

4           MR. JOHNSON:  We always get someone who says, 

5 you know, you might get some Norwegian.  Why aren't 

6 Norwegians included?  But no one to date has threatened 

7 to block Norwegians from voting and been caught doing 

8 it.  

9           MS. HEADY:  We're not Minnesota.   

10           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  So that's the quick and 

11 dirty.  So that's the instructions and the rules that 

12 govern this process.   

13           Timeline-wise, we are obviously starting now 

14 trying to identify communities, looking at which -- in 

15 each part of the city, how do the people that live 

16 there define their neighborhoods?  In mid to late 

17 March, the Census Bureau will release the official 

18 census data.  And that is the detailed accounts of who 

19 lives where by census block.  And that's the data we 

20 will actually use to redraw the lines.   

21           So currently we have estimates both from some 

22 city data and from some preliminary census data, 

23 looking at which districts we think are under- and 

24 overpopulated.  And that will all be confirmed right 

25 around April 1st or early April when the official data 
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1 comes out.   

2           And that is when we will take all the 

3 information we get from this first round of hearings 

4 and draw some draft plans, and then go back out and do 

5 a couple of hearings with those maps.  This is what we 

6 think we heard.  This is what the data shows.  How did 

7 we do?  And what do you think of it?  There were some 

8 timelines for that -- oh, yes, here we go. 

9           So yes, we are looking at developing the 

10 redistricting draft plans in April and May, and then 

11 holding the second round of hearings in May and June.  

12 And then the Council will probably look at the plan and 

13 adopt a plan in the June, July time frame.   

14           So you guys are ahead of the game, and the 

15 early bird gets the worm in a big way in redistricting.  

16 So it's good that you all came out.  So let me jump 

17 over to these kits real quick.   

18           Are there any questions about process from 

19 anyone?  It's pretty general at this point.  And all of 

20 this information is on the City website too.  So you 

21 can tell your friends if you want to point them to 

22 that.  The general scheduling information and this kit 

23 is up on the website.   

24           So the kit, this is really an information tool 

25 for the community to get information on this process 
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1 and hopefully for people to send in their information.  

2 So this first page is listed what is in here and gives 

3 instructions on how to send in your input.   

4           The one thing that is incredibly valuable in 

5 redistricting is actual maps, whether it's, you know, 

6 drawn on a piece of paper, drawn on a napkin, or even a 

7 word map saying this is my neighborhood from this 

8 street to this street to this street to this street.  

9 That is very useful for us to actually be able to put 

10 it into our districting maps.   

11           If someone stands up and says please keep the 

12 Southeast together, we will try to figure out what you 

13 mean by Southeast.  But it's a lot better and a lot 

14 easier to implement if someone says please keep the 

15 Southeast together, and I define the Southeast as being 

16 this community and drawing a map.   

17           So the goal of this is to give people a kit 

18 they can use to submit their plans.  The first page, 

19 which is kind of the data, gives you our look at the 

20 districts using the preliminary census data that we 

21 have now.  And this will definitely be updated.   

22           You can see at the bottom, the two boxes that 

23 represent the data at this point is preliminary.  The 

24 nice thing is our two sets of estimates are fairly 

25 close together.  So on the left, we are estimating 
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1 population looking at new utility hookups and 

2 disconnects over time.  And to the right, we are using 

3 something from the Census Bureau called the American 

4 Community Survey.   

5           The numbers vary in their details, but you can 

6 see the districts that are really big, Mesquite, no 

7 surprise, is really big.  And the districts that are 

8 really small, like Acacia, it is small in both of them.  

9 And these are, again, our best estimates so far.  But 

10 around April 1st, we will get the real, final numbers.  

11             And there is a lot of data here.  When you 

12 look at the spreadsheet at the top, you see "NH" 

13 appears everywhere.  That means not Hispanic.  So if 

14 you remember your census form, it's actually two 

15 questions.  One is race, and one is ethnicity.  And the 

16 ethnicity question is, are you Hispanic or not 

17 Hispanic?  And then the race doesn't include Hispanic.  

18 It's white, Asian American, Hawaiian, all of those 

19 different categories.   

20           And so the Bureau, when they compile this data, 

21 they actually give it to us in a way where we can 

22 separate out the Hispanics from the other ethnicities.  

23 So that's why it says not Hispanic.  There are a few 

24 people who will mark Hispanic and black or Hispanic and 

25 Asian-American.  And so the federal government has told 
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1 us to try to separate them out when looking at the 

2 data.  So that's why the NH is there.   

3            18-plus we look at because that's the 

4 voting-age population.  And when you're trying to 

5 decide if the community has the power to elect, you 

6 want to look at its voting-age population.   

7           And if you look on the next page, there is 

8 newer data.  We are getting what is called CVAP.  So 

9 VAP is voting-age population.  CVAP is citizen 

10 voting-age population.  So we are trying to narrow it 

11 down using census data to the best degree we can.   

12           The trick is, that as data gets more and more 

13 on point to what we want, like going from total 

14 population to voting-age population to citizen 

15 voting-age population, the census data gets less and 

16 less accurate, so there is a trade-off.  We all would 

17 love to work only with CVAP data since it seems to be 

18 eligible voters.  Perfect.  The challenge with the CVAP 

19 data is it has a larger margin of error than the 

20 voting-age data.   

21           So we have a lot of data to look at.  And 

22 mainly that will be my job to monitor all of this and 

23 raise flags where there might be a concern.  The goal 

24 for the public really is to focus on neighborhoods and 

25 communities.   
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1           MS. HEADY:  So we are interested in not the 

2 CVAP, but we're interested in the VAP?  

3           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, we are interested in all of 

4 it for different reasons.  So when we talk about the 

5 one person, one vote, each district has to have the 

6 same number of people in it.  That is all about total 

7 population.   

8           MS. HEADY:  CVAP.   

9           MR. JOHNSON:  No, just the basic that's in here 

10 is total population.   

11           MS. VAN RIPER:  TOPPOP. 

12           MR. JOHNSON:  TOPPOP, yes.   

13           You just coined a new term.  We will spread 

14 that quickly.  Six months from now, you'll hear 

15 everybody saying TOPPOP.  You'll know you started it 

16 here.   

17           So what we call CVAP is the voting-age 

18 population is for this second rule, which is the voting 

19 rights compliance and making sure that protected 

20 classes have the equal opportunity to elect.  So that 

21 comes down to voting power; whereas, equal population 

22 is more just as the Constitution says, equal number of 

23 persons per district.  So we look at both of those 

24 figures.   

25           MS. HEADY:  So total population includes like 
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1 children?   

2           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, everybody.  And you can see 

3 obviously these things change as you go through.  The 

4 other piece that we are hoping to get from the State 

5 will also be voter registration by surname.  It's not 

6 available yet, but we're getting it from the Secretary 

7 of State's office.  So that will be an additional piece 

8 of information that helps complete this picture.  

9           And the other piece is that it helps verify the 

10 CVAP numbers.  So if people are particularly interested 

11 in the specific data, we want to share everything that 

12 the City has.  So the public will get everything the 

13 City has.  But there's no need to focus on the date 

14 unless you are really interested in the data.   

15            The last two pages of numbers, you see there 

16 are numbers on immigration, foreign born, naturalized, 

17 foreign-born not citizens.  The last page is speaks 

18 English well, not well.  Those are in here because 

19 really the Voting Rights Act focused on communities and 

20 neighborhoods.   

21           As the Court has said, race can be a factor, 

22 but it can't be the predominant factor.  The courts 

23 would much rather see districts drawn around 

24 communities of shared interest, be they English as a 

25 second language communities, income differentials 
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1 between communities, rather than just the color of 

2 people's skin, which obviously makes a lot of sense.  

3 So that's why we start getting into a lot of this  

4 other data.  But, again, that is there for your 

5 information.  You don't need to use it unless you want 

6 to use it.   

7           The next maps are really getting into the meat 

8 of this process.  This is your major roads, your 

9 homeowner associations.  I realize some areas, the 

10 homeowner's associations are so close together that 

11 some of the names drop off.  But all the lines are on 

12 here.  So if there is a homeowner's association that 

13 you want to mention, and you see the line but not the 

14 name, it's not that we were leaving that out on 

15 purpose.  It's just that you can only fit so much 

16 information on the map.   

17           But certainly feel free to comment on all of 

18 these and which ones you want to see together.  I can 

19 probably guess where you will begin.  But it will be 

20 interesting to hear your thoughts as you go on with 

21 this too.  

22           So homeowner's associations, elementary school 

23 attendance zones, and definitely share your thoughts in 

24 terms of whether these matter to you.  In some 

25 neighborhoods, you don't really care about homeowner's 
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1 associations, and some neighborhoods don't really care 

2 about elementary school lines because those are not how 

3 they define themselves.   

4           And then there's the color maps showing the 

5 different data in terms of the first one is Hispanic  

6 percentage of citizen age voting population.  And you 

7 can really see how it stands out and why Acacia is the 

8 main focus for that.   

9           Then we get percentage of the total population 

10 who immigrated to the US.  This could be they 

11 immigrated 15 years ago, or it could be that they 

12 immigrated the day before the census.   

13           The median household income maps.  And to some 

14 degree working with these maps too, keep in mind that 

15 if they cross an HOA border, and you know that one HOA 

16 has much bigger houses than another, that simply -- 

17 it's not necessarily saying that the people in the two 

18 HOAs have the same income.  That is the unit of 

19 geography where the Bureau collected the data.  So they 

20 can't break it down closer than what they call block 

21 groups.  But it gives you a pretty good idea generally 

22 of where people are.   

23           And then at the end is a map that if you have 

24 been involved in other city things, it may be very 

25 familiar to you, which is the City's standard map of 
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1 major roads, rivers, and other natural and man-made 

2 barriers that are very common considerations in 

3 redistricting.   

4           So that is my introduction.  We can talk in 

5 more detail about any of these things, but really I'm 

6 curious to hear your thoughts on your neighborhood, 

7 your homeowner's association and how do you think of  

8 it -- do you define your neighborhood as really your 

9 HOA borders, or what do you think of as your community 

10 when you are thinking of the city?   

11           And have you ever -- I guess one of the 

12 questions I should start with is, have you ever gone to 

13 the city council and lobbied on an issue or shared your 

14 thoughts pro or con on something that affected your 

15 community?   

16           MS. HEADY:  Well, we lived in a small town in 

17 Indiana.  We ran for the town board.  No big deal.   

18           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, really?   

19           MS. HEADY:  Yeah, we lost, because they brought 

20 everybody from the assisted-living center over.  What 

21 the heck.   

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.  Well, the turnout from 

23 one area can swamp the rest of the community, 

24 definitely.   

25           MS. LEE:  Westbrook has been pretty quiet over 
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1 the years.  We don't have too much to complain about.  

2 But they were pretty good and pretty involved in 

3 lobbying when the City was coming up with the truck 

4 route.  

5           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, really?   

6           MS. LEE:  If it was going through -- whether it 

7 was going to go through the middle of Westbrook or not.  

8 We were pretty instrumental in making sure it was not.  

9 That was before my time.   

10           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Do you know, did Westbrook 

11 work with neighborhoods to the north or south on that?  

12 Or was it mainly just a Westbrook group?   

13           MS. LEE:  You know, I really don't know.  It 

14 was before my time.  I wasn't the general manager there 

15 then, so I don't know.   

16           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Well, when you talk to 

17 people who might be interested, that is one of the key 

18 things -- one of the primary definitions of community 

19 is people that work together on an issue related to the 

20 city council or are working together.   

21           So if there is kind of a natural relationship 

22 of where Westbrook people work with people to the north 

23 or people to the south, and you think that makes sense 

24 to be put in the same council district, that's exactly 

25 the kind of thing we are looking for.   
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1           MS. LEE:  Okay.   

2           MR. JOHNSON:  We certainly welcome it if it is 

3 more general, but if it's a city issue, that is right 

4 on point for what we are looking for.   

5           MS. LEE:  Thank you.  

6           MR. JOHNSON:  Marion?  

7           MS. PORCH:  There is one other little thing 

8 that is out there, is that we have a posse.  And you 

9 have the Sun City posse, and you have the Westbrook 

10 Village posse.  And there is a community of interest 

11 around that group that really has a high interest in 

12 those organizations.   

13           MS. VAN RIPER:  Is the posse exclusive to 

14 Westbrook --  

15           MS. PORCH:  I'm sorry?   

16           MS. VAN RIPER:  Is the posse exclusive to 

17 Westbrook Village, or is it in other communities around 

18 Westbrook Village?   

19           MS. PORCH:  We have one in Westbrook Village, 

20 and Sun City has its own posse as well.   

21           MS. VAN RIPER:  Oh.  Okay.   

22           MS. LEE:  There is one in Westbrook.   

23           MS. VAN RIPER:  Okay.  I don't know if there is 

24 any spillage into the other adjacent communities to 

25 Westbrook.   
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1           MS. LEE:  No.  They are assigned to the two 

2 square miles.   

3           MS. HEADY:  Yes, and it is well-supported by 

4 the community.   

5           MS. VAN RIPER:  Okay. 

6           MS. HEADY:  And it is important to us, 

7 especially the way crime rates are changing.  So it is 

8 very valuable.   

9           MR. JOHNSON:  Very interesting.  Is it 

10 essentially like a neighborhood watch kind of 

11 organization?  Or is it more formal?   

12           MS. LEE:  They are departments from the County 

13 Sheriff.   

14           MS. VAN RIPER:  Oh, the sheriff's posse? 

15           MS. LEE:  The sheriff's posse, yes.   

16           MS. VAN RIPER:  Do they have like a squadron or 

17 a troop of posse members for that community?   

18           MS. LEE:  They are volunteer residents from the 

19 area, and they patrol seven days a week off and on at 

20 different times to help the Maricopa County Sheriff and 

21 the City of Peoria police.   

22           MR. JOHNSON:  That's interesting.   

23           MS. LEE:  And it has helped our crime rates in 

24 the Westbrook Village.   

25           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.   



TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC REDRISTRICTING MEETING - 1/26/2011

602-230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING

27

1           MS. PORCH:  And there are two sections of 

2 Westbrook Village, Phase 1 and Phase 2.  So that's 

3 another consideration.   

4           MS. HEADY:  And all of my neighbors want those 

5 to be together.   

6           MS. LEE:  I think that will be the general 

7 consensus of Westbrook.   

8           MS. VAN RIPER:  That is a question we were 

9 going to have.   

10           MS. LEE:  They have been that way for a long 

11 time, and they do feel they have a voice when they  

12 are together.  So that is part of my reason for being 

13 here. 

14          MS. VAN RIPER:  Okay.  So unlike the Sun 

15 Cities, you all want to stay together in your district? 

16           MS. PORCH:  That is right.   

17           MS. LEE:  I think that would be the general 

18 consensus.   

19           MS. PORCH:  I agree that it is an issue that we 

20 need to recognize, that there is the possibility when 

21 you look at it, you don't want to divide the phases.  

22 You want to keep them coherent and complete. 

23           MR. JOHNSON:  And one thing too, people who 

24 have been through this before, in the past we were very 

25 driven and somewhat limited by census block geography.  



TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC REDRISTRICTING MEETING - 1/26/2011

602-230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING

28

1 Not so much in Peoria and Glendale, but in Surprise, it 

2 was a big deal where the census blocks would go across 

3 developments.  And you had to follow the census blocks.  

4 We were kind of stuck.   

5           The nice thing is, this time the Census Bureau 

6 is increasing the number of census blocks in Arizona by 

7 50 percent.  So these old problems that we had before 

8 essentially should go away, because there will be so 

9 many of these little blocks.  We should be able to 

10 really fine-tune the districts.  And you see that here 

11 with some of the funny connections that we see in the 

12 old lines, and a lot of those were driven by you had to 

13 follow block lines.  And so we may be able to work with 

14 those.   

15           MS. HEADY:  Yeah.  One of our neighbors was on 

16 the census, and it did divide down the middle of the 

17 streets in Westbrook.   

18           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  We see that.   

19           MS. HEADY:  So we were a little concerned about 

20 that.   

21           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  They did a really big job.  

22 Actually, Maricopa County was very involved in drawing 

23 the new blocks and really taking aerial images and 

24 trying to figure out where they were splitting them.  

25 We will still have the problem with people who in 



TRANSCRIPT OF PUBLIC REDRISTRICTING MEETING - 1/26/2011

602-230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING

29

1 mid-decade will draw a house across a block line.  The 

2 Bureau doesn't do much with that mid-decade.  But at 

3 this point in time, we should be pretty well off.   

4           So do you guys really identify with Ironwood, 

5 or do you have much connection?  Do you get involved 

6 with things north of Mesquite or to the south or 

7 anything like that?   

8           MS. LEE:  No.  I am not opposed to looking at 

9 things like that down the line, because we do have 

10 things in common with Desert Harbor and Ventana Lakes 

11 and stuff.  We are both 55-plus retirement communities 

12 and this type of thing.  So it's probably originally 

13 why they were organized in the Ironwood district.   

14           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  This is -- when we are 

15 looking at the map, we can see the numbers that are on 

16 the earlier sheets.  Mesquite has all of the extra 

17 people.  So more or less, everything has got to go 

18 north.  And so we are going to wrestle with how to do 

19 that.   

20           The city's geography is such that there is a 

21 very narrow neck to get to the north.  And obviously 

22 they wrestled with that in 2001, and that's where we 

23 ended up with it, kind of the brown area that jumps up  

24 there.   

25           MS. HEADY:  That's why we were a little 
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1 concerned is to get north, we don't want to be split to 

2 go north.  

3           MS. PORCH:  Uh-huh.   

4           MR. JOHNSON:  Exactly.  They were able to stop 

5 just at the edge last time.  This time it's going to be 

6 very tricky to figure out how to manage all of this.  

7           Do you have much involvement to the south?  

8 Have people in Westbrook Village been following the 

9 sports complex development?  Is that an interest of 

10 yours?   

11           MS. PORCH:  Oh, yes.   

12           MS. HEADY:  Yes.  Westbrook Village people are 

13 very involved, you know.  It's more like personal 

14 involvements, like if you are a member of the Elks, 

15 well, you are involved with all of those people, that 

16 kind of thing.   

17           MR. JOHNSON:  It's more personal connections 

18 rather than a neighborhood?   

19           MS. HEADY:  Exactly.  Rather than like a 

20 neighborhood.   

21           Councilman, do you have any questions or 

22 thoughts as you are listening today?   

23           COUNCILMAN LEONE:  Just leave me alone.  

24 (Laughter.)  When I first got elected in 1999, this was 

25 my district.  Then in 2010, you guys came in and took 
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1 it away from me.  This is my second time around with 

2 this redistricting.   

3           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.   

4           COUNCILMAN LEONE:  So no matter what I say, it 

5 is not going to happen.   

6           MS. HEADY:  The Lake Pleasant Mobile Home 

7 Estates, I think are involved with the Westbrook 

8 people.  They are kind of separated by that Sun City 

9 jog there. 

10          MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.   

11           MR. JOHNSON:  I can already tell that in this 

12 project, my notes are going to be full of WBV.  And 

13 have you guys been following what's going on with the 

14 State redistricting commission or anything like that?   

15           MS. HEADY:  Well, we've just been reading about 

16 it. 

17           MR. JOHNSON:  One of the things I always 

18 encourage people to do is, when the cities and local 

19 jurisdictions are gathering community input 

20 information, all of this information and definitions 

21 are also equally applicable to the state.   

22           So once it gets organized, anything that a 

23 neighborhood wants to put together in writing or on a 

24 map or anything like, definitely send it over to the 

25 Commission too, and to the State and to the County, 
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1 because they are redistricting too.   

2           Because everyone is going through this process 

3 at the same time.  Everyone looks at communities of 

4 interest.  So when you define it, essentially some of 

5 your neighbors care about City redistricting, and 

6 others care about County redistricting, and others care 

7 about the State redistricting.   

8           We can all work together to come up with what 

9 is our community and what parts of the city do we want 

10 to keep together.  And each group takes it to whichever 

11 jurisdiction they care about.  This really is the heart 

12 of it at every level of redistricting, regardless.   

13 And we all should hear about people from these 

14 communities.   

15           And it's tough.  I mean, you saw what happened.  

16 I don't know if you were here when this happened.  

17 Glendale is currently split into six legislative 

18 districts.  And really, it's because no one showed up 

19 to say anything.  The commission did go to Glendale 

20 city hall and actually held a meeting there.  And 

21 everybody that showed up was from the Sun Cities.   

22           So it is a matter of the early bird gets the 

23 worm without a doubt.  But if you don't show up at   

24 all -- I heard a line last weekend at the National 

25 Conference on Redistricting where someone said, if you 
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1 are not at the table, then you are the meal.  So it's 

2 good to be sitting at the table.   

3           Are there thoughts?  Do you have anything?  

4 This is good.  Often when we hold these early session 

5 meetings, it's me and the crickets.  So I definitely 

6 want to thank you guys for coming out.   

7           MS. PORCH:  Everybody can be interested. 

8           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, well, that's somewhat the 

9 goal I think.  And take your thoughts back.  And you're 

10 just getting your toes in the water today.  Feel free 

11 to come to multiple sessions.  And people who can't 

12 make it to the meeting in Ironwood are certainly 

13 welcome at the other meetings.  We want to make sure we 

14 hold one in each district, but they are not limited to 

15 the people in each district by any means.   

16           MS. HEADY:  So you all will do these 

17 recommendations, and then there's all these people on 

18 these committees for redistricting?   

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, those are for different 

20 entities.  So for the city council districting, it's 

21 just this group and then the Council makes all of the 

22 decisions.  

23           MS. HEADY:  Oh, okay.   

24           MR. JOHNSON:  So we'll get as much input as we 

25 can.  We will write up a summary, and obviously we will 
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1 have transcripts.  And that will all go to the Council 

2 with the draft plans and the feedback on the draft 

3 plans.  And any plans that the public wants to submit 

4 too.  Once we have the data out, we will making the 

5 data available to the public if they want to draw their 

6 alternative plans.   

7           MS. HEADY:  The thing about the district as it 

8 is drawn now is that the people in these areas have 

9 very similar needs, you know, that type of thing, which 

10 is always helpful in a district.  Whereas, you know, a 

11 little bit north, they have different needs.  They are 

12 more interested in the school systems and that type of 

13 thing.   

14           MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.  Yeah, and that's exactly 

15 the goal of redistricting is to put people together so 

16 that they have representation and a voice on the issues 

17 that they care about.   

18           MS. HEADY:  Yeah.  And I think that is one nice 

19 thing about the way the district is right now.   

20           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, like I said, definitely 

21 feel free to join us at future meetings.  If you go 

22 home and think oh, I forgot to mention this, the city 

23 clerk's office is always open for comment.  The first 

24 page on here is their e-mail address, fax number, mail 

25 address, phone number.  Feel free to chime in even 
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1 outside of the meeting context, and share thoughts with 

2 your neighbors and everyone else.  The more public 

3 input, the better.   

4           MS. NELSON:  And as we discussed, I think in 

5 May -- Doug, we are having you come back in the May, 

6 June time frame to have a community meeting where Doug 

7 will bring back like six options or whatever, and we 

8 will talk that through.  So kind of keep a watch out 

9 for those meetings.  There will be one in the north and 

10 one in the south, and we will welcome your input at 

11 that time as well.   

12           MS. HEADY:  Okay.  So by then you will have 

13 made your decision, kind of a preliminary decision?  

14 That would be called the options? 

15           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, there will be -- what we 

16 try to do with our options is to illustrate different 

17 directions that can be taken.  Some people do it 

18 differently, but really the goal is not to say this is 

19 what we think is best, and here is a slight variation 

20 on it.  It's more you can come at this from the east or 

21 you can come at this from the west or you can come at 

22 it from the north.  Here are illustrations of each of 

23 those.  And often what happens is the public and/or the 

24 Council say, we like this idea, but we don't like it 

25 here, here, and here.  Go back and fix it. 
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1           So there will be very different maps, even if 

2 just to illustrate that some ideas are bad.  There may 

3 be some maps that no one likes, but we just wanted to 

4 show that we are looking at it.  And to some degree, we 

5 very well may be hoping for you to come in and say 

6 that's a really bad map.  Burn that.   

7           MS. LEE:  Now, will some of these target dates 

8 and whatnot and drafts of the maps be put out on these 

9 websites?   

10           MS. NELSON:  Absolutely.   

11           MR. JOHNSON:  Everything will be on the 

12 website.   

13           MS. LEE:  Okay.  And it's a website for 

14 notification?  You send out notifications to those who 

15 sign up for this?   

16           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  That would be great.  The 

17 more people we get signing up, the better.  That way 

18 you be sure you don't miss anything.   

19           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.  You want to be on the  

20 e-mail list.   

21           MS. MUNSHI:  By when would you recommend people 

22 get their recommendations to the maps?  When should 

23 they?   

24           MR. JOHNSON:  Suggestions on the communities?   

25           MS. MUNSHI:  On the maps.   
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1           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, once the maps are available?  

2 Well, when it gets a little closer, we are talking 

3 about doing the Council study sessions with the maps in 

4 June.  And as it gets closer, the clerk and the city 

5 attorney will figure out exactly which meeting that 

6 will be at.   

7           We usually need input preferably two weeks 

8 before that so we can take it into account and include 

9 it in the report to the Council.  But people are 

10 certainly welcome to show up at that study session and 

11 just give public comment too.  It's just that we can 

12 accommodate it and take it into consideration if we get 

13 it in advance.  And redistricting is definitely a case 

14 of the earlier, the better.   

15           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.  I think a lot of this 

16 will coalesce once we get that final data in and we can 

17 start looking at it hard and figure out where the 

18 populations are and what their composition is as far as 

19 the ethnicity, race, and the language speaking.  And 

20 once that data is available, it will be easier for 

21 everybody involved to start trying to plug in numbers 

22 and then try to move boundaries and try to get the 

23 population -- the approximate equality of the districts 

24 required by the Voting Rights Act.   

25           I mean, the big trick is trying to get those 
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1 numbers within certain ranges of each other.  That's 

2 the big trick, and then also maintaining your minority 

3 interests, maintaining your neighborhoods of interest.  

4 So it's really a juggling act of various factors trying 

5 to get eight different things and get them all in 

6 balance.  That's the trick of this.   

7           MR. JOHNSON:  And as to the question of when, 

8 it's a lot easier and a much higher likelihood of 

9 success if you get your community defined early so that 

10 all of the plans take it into account, rather than to 

11 come in late and say oh, you split my community.  

12 Please fix all the plans.   

13           MS. MUNSHI:  But we should wait until April 

14 when the numbers come out?   

15           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, they should share their 

16 thoughts in 45 minutes if they have them.  I mean, the 

17 sooner people can come in and say this is our 

18 neighborhood; please keep us together, the better.   

19           MS. NELSON:  I think the initial process is to 

20 ask those communities of interest outside the 

21 population numbers. 

22           Is that accurate?   

23           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  Once we start drawing 

24 plans, then we'll be coming back trying to fix plans, 

25 and that's harder than getting your neighborhood 
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1 defined ahead of time.   

2           MS. HEADY:  When you look at what you've got 

3 now to work from, and you go, oh, we have to satisfy 

4 these qualifications, is there going to be a lot of 

5 changes?  Are you anticipating a lot of changes?   

6           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  I mean, just the population 

7 estimates we have, Mesquite has almost two full 

8 districts in it of population.  And so that means a lot 

9 of movement.   

10           MS. VAN RIPER:  North.   

11           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  About 40 percent of the 

12 people in Mesquite need to go into another district.   

13           MS. LEE:  So is there a thought of just 

14 creating another district?  Are you allowed to do that?  

15           MR. JOHNSON:  No, not in this process.  You 

16 have to go through a whole different process for that. 

17           MS. VAN RIPER:  It would need a charter 

18 amendment.  

19           MS. LEE:  Obviously, the population growth is 

20 obviously north Peoria.  That's where the open areas 

21 for building are.   

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  And in the longer frame 

23 picture, you can change the size of the Council.  But 

24 in the redistricting process, it is really a zero-sum 

25 game.  Everyone that moves -- every person that moves 
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1 one way, somebody else has to move the other way once 

2 you are out of balance.  So yes, we see really big -- 

3 the huge population shift in the last ten years in 

4 relative numbers means we are going to see some big 

5 changes in the lines.   

6           MS. HEADY:  So that means that some of these 

7 districts down below can get combined to accommodate 

8 Mesquite?   

9           MS. LEE:  It's moved north.  I mean, it's 

10 probably larger and encompasses a larger area to offset 

11 the population that has to be moved.  We are basically 

12 top-heavy with population right now.  Peoria is so long 

13 that people -- the ones at the bottom have got to get 

14 bigger and move up to encroach upon what's above.   

15           MS. HEADY:  Right.   

16           MS. VAN RIPER:  So you are going to see some 

17 shifts.  I mean, just looking at this, the problem area 

18 is going to be exactly where you have already 

19 pinpointed.   

20           MS. HEADY:  Obviously.   

21           MS. VAN RIPER:  Because it is so narrow, the 

22 options are limited of where these groups are going to 

23 end up.   

24           MS. LEE:  Obviously, we could stay in Ironwood 

25 at Westbrook Village, but we may need to move outside 
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1 of -- the middle to the south side of Ironwood instead 

2 of the north side.   

3           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yes.  You might.   

4           MR. JOHNSON:  That is very possible. 

5           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.  You may have -- you 

6 might have different neighbors in Ironwood than you 

7 have now.   

8           MS. LEE:  Right.   

9           MS. VAN RIPER:  Or whoever it happens to be.  

10 That's probably a likely scenario just looking at the 

11 shape and looking at it numbers-wise.  But it's going 

12 to be a big puzzle we have to put together.   

13           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  And ultimately the Council 

14 has to vote on it.   

15           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah, right. 

16           MR. JOHNSON:  It has to be something the 

17 Council is going to vote on.  It would be interesting.  

18 This is one of the issues I was talking to the city 

19 attorney about.  If the Council were to decide to just 

20 move a district up north, you would also radically 

21 change the city elections.  Right now you have north 

22 elections and south elections.  But if a district moves 

23 up north, you would be mixing it up and that would 

24 change too, because the district names determine which 

25 year the district is up.   
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1           MS. HEADY:  Right. 

2           MS. LEE:  And it's a constant back-and-forth.  

3 It goes to the Council and they hopefully have gone 

4 through all of the draft and got them on board ahead of 

5 time.  But what if they don't vote in favor of it?  Do 

6 you go back to the drawing board and start over again 

7 and try redrawing it?  

8           MR. JOHNSON:  To this Council's credit, you can 

9 just kind of go to the Council -- have one hearing, go 

10 to the Council and, boom, you are done.  But they've 

11 actually laid out a plan, which is all of these public 

12 hearings, then a study session, and then that's another 

13 opportunity to get public input before they actually go 

14 to the final vote.  So they are definitely engaged with 

15 the community with this.   

16           MS. VAN RIPER:  It's an interactive process on 

17 many levels.   

18           MS. HEADY:  The thing is, you are trying to 

19 plan ten years ahead.  I mean, the population has 

20 doubled now.  What's it going to be, quadrupled?   

21           MR. JOHNSON:  And to a very small degree, you 

22 can underpopulate it by a couple of percent if you know 

23 one of the new districts is going to have all of the 

24 new growth.  You can underpopulate it by a few percent, 

25 nothing like --  
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1           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.  And that's kind of how 

2 we ended up where we are right now with it being so 

3 top-heavy.  Because you had to base this process on 

4 your current census data.  You can have a little wiggle 

5 room as Doug mentioned to underpopulate some areas that 

6 you know has plan for more growth.  But it's not enough 

7 to make any real significant difference as far as 

8 balancing out what happens five years from now.  You 

9 can't do that in this process.  That's why they do this 

10 every ten years to try to catch up and take into 

11 account what has happened population-wise throughout 

12 the prior ten years.  

13           MS. HEADY:  Yeah, but you are always behind.   

14           MS. VAN RIPER:  Literally, yes.   

15           MR. JOHNSON:  And Mesquite in 2001 was 

16 underpopulated.  It was smaller than all of the other 

17 districts to the degree they could and looked at    

18 what --  

19           MS. PORCH:  And then you have the opportunity 

20 to do a census every five years.  

21           MS. VAN RIPER:  Right.   

22           MS. PORCH:  That's another opportunity to make 

23 an adjustment after five years.   

24           MS. VAN RIPER:  Right. 

25           MS. PORCH:  And all of the County decisions.  
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1           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, and actually that will 

2 change at this time with the advent of this new 

3 American Community Survey.  Now this is what happened.  

4 The reason they didn't do the mid-decade in 2005 is the 

5 Bureau told them it was going to cost them I think   

6 $35 million.  It was an insane amount of money.   

7           MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.   

8           MR. JOHNSON:  So all of the cities said we 

9 would love to do it, but not that much.  But now with 

10 this American Community Survey, it actually releases 

11 rolling data every year.  So they may be able to do 

12 mid-decade without having to do a special census, which 

13 would be very nice.   

14           We are still figuring out the details of how 

15 accurate the American Community Survey data is, but it 

16 looks like now that the cities that want to do it can 

17 just do it.  Then you have to wonder is Arizona going 

18 to see the growth over the next five years that would 

19 demand they do that.  It may or may not.  Let's hope 

20 everything recovers.  I'm an optimist.  It's my wife 

21 that says not only is the glass half empty, but it is 

22 evaporating.   

23           Any other questions?   

24           MS. HEADY:  Thank you so much.   

25           MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you very much for coming 
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1 out.  Go tell your neighbors how fascinating this is 

2 and they should definitely come out.   

3                (Conclusion of public meeting at       

4 6:55 p.m.) 

5       

6                           * * * * * * 

7                                   

8                                   

9                                   

10                                   

11                                   

12                                   

13                                   

14                                   

15                                   

16                                   

17                                   

18                                   

19                                   

20                                   

21                                   

22                                   

23                                   

24                                   

25                                   
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STATE OF ARIZONA    ) 
                    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF MARICOPA  ) 

               BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing transcript 

was transcribed by me, Debora Mitchell, a Certified 

Court Reporter, in and for the County of Maricopa, 

State of Arizona; that the foregoing proceedings were 

transcribed by me using the Voice Writing method and 

translated into text via speech recognition under my 

direction; and that the foregoing typewritten pages are 

a full, true, and accurate transcript of all 

proceedings, all done to the best of my ability. 

               I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way 

related to any of the parties hereto, nor am I in any 

way interested in the outcome hereof. 

               DATED at Phoenix, Arizona, this 7th day of 

February, 2011. 

                         _________________________________ 

                         Debora Mitchell 

                         AZ Certified Reporter No. 50768 
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1                                        Peoria, Arizona
                                       January 26, 2011

2                                        7:30 p.m.

3                  P R O C E E D I N G S

4         

5              MR. JOHNSON:  So thank you all for coming 

6 out tonight and for your patience while I found my way 

7 in; but, as you no doubt know, this is the start of a 

8 process that will go on for a while and shape the City 

9 Council's district for the next ten years.  

10              So given that we have a nice small group, 

11 we can have a nice discussion and I want to start first 

12 by going around and having everyone introduce yourselves 

13 and, if you can, share what is it that brings you to 

14 this.  Are you just generally curious or do you have a 

15 particular interest so we can make sure and address that 

16 as we go through the talking.  

17              We'll have a little short talk kind of 

18 giving you an introduction to the process and what's 

19 going to follow and then hopefully a lot of discussion.  

20              So let me start off by saying I'm Douglas 

21 Johnson.  I'm a consultant to the City with the firm 

22 National Demographics.  Actually, our firm has been the 

23 City's consultant in every redistricting since the City 

24 went to district collection and so it's a pleasure to be 

25 back here with you all again, and that's enough about 
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1 me.

2              MS. VAN RIPER:  My name is Ellen Van Riper 

3 and I'm Assistant City Attorney.  I'm here on behalf of 

4 Steve Kemp this evening.  Although Mr. Johnson knows the 

5 law, I will be here to answer questions and provide 

6 comment as necessary.

7              MS. NELSON:  My name's Wanda Nelson.  I'm 

8 the City's Clerk.  So if I can help you in any way with 

9 getting information back to the City as far as the 

10 redirecting process, I do have a business card over 

11 there, I'd love to help you out so feel free to ask.

12              MR. JOHNSON:  Tell us your name.

13              MR. GRETH:  Ricardo Greth, retired, and I'm 

14 just curious as to what's happening.

15              MR. JOHNSON:  Mr. Greth, did you have 

16 something in particular that brings you out tonight    

17 or --

18              MR. GRETH:  Just curious as to what's going 

19 on with the meeting.

20              MR. JOHNSON:  Okay, great.

21              Do you want to continue at your table 

22 there.

23              MR. HERSHFIELD:  My name's Peter 

24 Hershfield.  I've been a resident here for about 11 

25 years and certainly am worried about redistricting.  I 
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1 think that it needs to be a lot more fair and hasn't 

2 been in the past.

3              MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.

4              MS. HILL:  I'm Eleanor Hill.  I've been a 

5 resident about eight years.  I just read about this on 

6 my e-mail about five minutes ago and dropped everything 

7 and came because I like to know what's going on.

8              MR. JOHNSON:  Excellent.  Thank you very 

9 much for coming.

10              MR. GRANISON:  I'm William Granison and my 

11 wife, Mary.  We're here -- well, we live in Country 

12 Meadows.  We've been there for 35 years so we want to 

13 know what's happening there.  That's what I was 

14 concerned about, Country Meadows.

15              MR. JOHNSON:  Did you want to add anything 

16 to that?  

17              MRS. GRANISON:  Well, I'm curious, also, so 

18 I'm Mary.

19              MR. HOYOS:  Roberto Hoyos.  I'm here on 

20 behalf of the City of Peoria in case any translation 

21 services are required and keeping with the Voting Rights 

22 Act aspect, bilingual aspect.

23              MR. ALSTON:  Good evening, everybody, first 

24 of all.  I'm Brian Alston.  Alston is A-l-s-t-o-n.  I 

25 live in Springer Ranch, which is just north of here.  
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1 I've lived in Peoria for 11 years in the same house.  I 

2 live in Pine District.  I saw the ad in the Peoria 

3 Republic part and I said -- I was off tonight so I 

4 figured I'd come in to see what was going on and that's 

5 why I'm here.  Nice to meet everybody.

6              MR. LEONE:  Good evening.  I'm Carlo 

7 Leone.  I'm the Councilman of Pine District and I'm glad 

8 to see three people that's here.  There's two more 

9 tonight than there was earlier when we came for the 

10 meeting so I'm glad to see that. 

11              I'm not concerned about these people 

12 because you're not gonna touch them, they're too far 

13 south.  So, anyway, I'm glad that they're here and if 

14 they have any questions, I'm sure we can answer.

15              MR. JOHNSON:  Well, great.  Thank you again 

16 for coming out.  I do a lot of these meetings and 

17 nothing is worse than hanging out with the crickets and 

18 no one being interested so this is very good to see, 

19 especially this early in the process and, really, we're 

20 at the state of an ad in the Republic and just starting 

21 to get the word out.  So this is a good sign that people 

22 are engaged and hopefully the crowds will grow as you 

23 tell your friends and encourage everyone else to come 

24 out as this process moves along.  

25              Just let me start with a brief introduction 



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - 1/26/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

7

1 to redistricting process and rules and the legal and 

2 schedule environment that we're working under.  

3              When it comes to redistricting at the city, 

4 county, state or any other level, there are two 

5 controlling laws and both are federal, and one is equal 

6 population.  There were a series of Supreme Court cases 

7 in the 1960's that are referred to as the "one person, 

8 one vote" act, and that says that each council district 

9 has to have, essentially, the same number of people in 

10 it.  It's talking about total population, and the goal 

11 is to ensure fair representation and that everyone has a 

12 relatively equal voice, in this case the City Council.  

13              The way that is done is that every ten 

14 years after the decennial census, and sometimes every 

15 five years in really fast-growing communities they do an 

16 extra one, the City redraws its lines.  It's called 

17 redistricting, and at a basic level it's simply equal 

18 number of people have to end up in each district.  

19              The second law is the Federal Voting Rights 

20 Act, and this was passed in 1965 and has been renewed 

21 periodically ever since, and it is focused on what are 

22 called under the law protected classes.  So these are 

23 generally in shorthand referred to as ethnic and 

24 language minorities, but the root of the law is back in 

25 '65 or when they renewed it in '75 the population in 
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1 question was discriminated against in some ways.  

2              People tried to keep them from voting and 

3 turnout was really low.  So that's the root of where the 

4 law comes from and how the law determines who was 

5 covered in these protected classes that were 

6 discriminated against in the past.  

7              In Peoria this is primarily the Latino 

8 community, because the first rule for this law to kick 

9 in is population has to have enough people to 

10 essentially represent half of a district, and in pretty 

11 much all of Arizona, except for some parts of Phoenix, 

12 that means Latinos.  

13              So when we're looking at the City Council 

14 districts we have to do two things.  One is make sure 

15 they have equal numbers of people, and two is make sure 

16 the protected class communities must have what the law 

17 calls an equal opportunity to elect the candidates of 

18 their choice.  

19              Now, Arizona is covered by something called 

20 Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act that only certain 

21 states and counties are covered by in the country, and 

22 what it says is that whatever power to elect a protected 

23 class has, it cannot be retrogressed in redistricting.    

24 If the Latinos are 55 percent of a district, after 

25 redistricting they should still be 55 percent if it's at 
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1 all possible.  

2              The challenge in Peoria that we're facing 

3 in this project is that the growth over the last ten 

4 years has been very large and it's been mainly up in the 

5 north and mainly not Latino.  So this is a similar 

6 challenge that other jurisdictions have faced, like the 

7 State in 2001 faced for Native Americans.  They had some 

8 very well established Native American districts, but the 

9 population had not kept up and there weren't enough 

10 Native Americans to add to that district.  

11              Peoria is facing this primarily in Acacia 

12 where it has not grown as fast as Mesquite so it needs 

13 to add population but there just aren't that many other 

14 Latino neighborhoods in the area to add that in to keep 

15 it to the same percentage where it's at.  

16              So this gives a lot of importance to 

17 community outreach and what we're doing at this stage, 

18 which is identifying neighborhoods and communities and 

19 doing the best job possible to keep the neighborhood 

20 together; and particularly from the voting rights 

21 perspective, Latino communities, but from the City's 

22 perspective all communities.  We really want to identify 

23 and keep together every neighborhood in the City to the 

24 extent we can.  

25              So that is the basic kind of legal 
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1 structure that we're operating under from the federal 

2 government, equal population and comply with the Voting 

3 Rights Act, which really means don't break up protected 

4 class communities.  

5              That, obviously, leaves a lot of 

6 flexibility that, you know, will manage the lines and 

7 tells us how big the district needs to be, but it 

8 doesn't really tell us exactly where all the lines need 

9 to go.  So that's where we come in to communities of 

10 interest, neighborhoods, and where the people who live 

11 in the different districts want to end up.  

12              So that's why the City has started these 

13 hearings and, really, our goal in these hearings is 

14 without kind of the distraction and the focus that the 

15 Census data has and that draft maps would have.  Let's 

16 just have a conversation about neighborhoods, about the 

17 communities that make up the City and get those on the 

18 map now so that when the data does come out in late 

19 March and when we do start drawing draft plans after 

20 that data's available, we'll already have a pretty solid 

21 map of where the people are who want to stay together.

22              Where we don't get any input, we will use a 

23 lot of City data, you know, homeowner association lines, 

24 school district attendance lines, things like that to 

25 try to fill in the blanks, and hopefully when the draft 
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1 plans come out you all and your friends and neighbors 

2 and all the people of the City will tell us how well we 

3 did before those draft plans ever go to council.  

4              So that is the basics of the law.  Let me 

5 flip to the schedule here.  So what we're looking at is 

6 right now we're doing one of the community outreach 

7 meetings in each council district.  We started with 

8 Acacia earlier this evening.  Now we're here, and then 

9 we'll move northward through the City.  Then we'll spend 

10 some time hopefully getting maps and input, and I'll 

11 walk through this kit that hopefully each of you got a 

12 copy of when you came in and hopefully we'll start 

13 getting input from the community, and the Census data, 

14 as I mentioned, comes out in late March.  

15              At that point we'll process the data, share 

16 it with the public so the people that want to draw their 

17 own lines and draw their own maps and submit those ideas 

18 can do so and, also, we'll start working on some draft 

19 plans and put those kind of concept maps, both that we 

20 develop as the City's consultants and that the public 

21 submits, out in April and May.  

22              Then we'll have probably two more hearings, 

23 and, I expect those to be fairly large hearings with 

24 lots of participation because once a map comes out that 

25 really generates thoughts and reactions.  It's harder 
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1 for people to get in now with a blank slate and speak 

2 more in more general, less specific terms; but I'm sure 

3 we'll get a lot of turnout at that point where people 

4 offer feedback.  

5              Then the Council will hold a study session 

6 in June where they try to get more public input and 

7 perhaps give direction on those draft plans, and the 

8 Council is shooting to adopt a final plan in July.  

9              So this is a pretty fast process, 

10 especially for something that has a long impact, for the 

11 next ten years, but there's -- once the Council adopts 

12 it, it has still to go through this whole Department of 

13 Justice approval process and we want to get these lines 

14 in place well in advance of the City's next election so 

15 that people thinking about running know where the 

16 District lines will be when that time comes.  

17              So that is a quick introduction to the 

18 process and the laws.  Any questions at this point 

19 before we move on to the -- the kit?  No one's fallen 

20 asleep yet.  That's a good sign.  I'm glad to see that.

21              So this kit is really a tool.  It's both a 

22 way for the City to share information with you and, 

23 hopefully, for you to share information with the City.  

24 There's an old line in redirecting that if you're not at 

25 the table, you're the meal.  So it's good that you're 
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1 here now and getting in early because it's a lot easier 

2 to share your community borders and the neighborhoods 

3 you want to see kept together early in the process and 

4 get them accommodated in the draft plans than it is to 

5 come in late and say, "I know you put out these draft 

6 plans, but please change them to fix this."  

7              So the idea here is let's figure out where 

8 those communities are and hopefully the draft plan will 

9 be pretty good for that.  

10              So on the front page is just a list of 

11 what's included, and then at the bottom instructions for 

12 sending in your thoughts, and you'll see you can do it 

13 however you want.  The City Clerk has made available an 

14 e-mail address, their mail address, their fax machine 

15 number, and their phone number's at the bottom so if you 

16 have questions or if your friends and neighbors have 

17 questions feel free to contact them in any of those 

18 ways.  

19              The web site is at the bottom.  This kit is 

20 available on the web site so if your friends want more 

21 copies or you want to share them around, they can just 

22 go and download it and print it right at home or call 

23 the City Clerk's office and they'll provide it as well.

24              MS. NELSON:  And there are plenty of copies 

25 of the citizen kits so feel free to grab a couple copies 
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1 if you feel you have some friends that might be 

2 interested.  We've got plenty printed out.

3              MR. JOHNSON:  Now, the next pages can be a 

4 little overwhelming so don't feel bad if it's kind of, 

5 "What is all this?"  

6              These are the data, and one of the goals of 

7 this process is for the public to have all the 

8 information that the City and the Council have.  We 

9 really want this to be an open, inclusive, engaging 

10 process.  Now, there's a lot of information so feel free 

11 to just ignore whatever you don't feel like taking into 

12 consideration; but let me walk you through this a little 

13 bit and then we can talk about it more if you have 

14 questions.  

15              You see on the first page of the data at 

16 the top right corner it says 1 of 4.  On the left are 

17 the districts, and then this is the demographic data.  

18 At the top you see it says "2000 Census."  So this is 

19 the data at the time these lines were adopted ten years 

20 ago, and you can see how they were essentially very 

21 close in population; and then across the top are the 

22 different ethnic group data that we get from the Census 

23 Bureau.  

24              Where it says "NH," that means 

25 non-Hispanic.  As you may remember from the Census, 
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1 there are two questions there.  One is, "What race are 

2 you?" and it's "White, black, Asian American, Hawaiian," 

3 all those categories, and then a second question that 

4 asks, "Are you Hispanic?" so people can actually mark 

5 more than one.  

6              For redistricting the federal government 

7 says, "We'd like you to do it using this data.  Take the 

8 Hispanics out and put them in just a Hispanic category 

9 and then give us the number from the other categories 

10 who are not Hispanic, also."  So that's where all those 

11 NHs come from.  

12              And then you get in the categories labeled 

13 "18+."  That's age 18 plus population.  We also refer to 

14 that as voting age population.  This data starts to kick 

15 in for the Federal Voting Rights Act compliance.  The 

16 goal there, as I mentioned, is for the protected classes 

17 to have the ability to elect and, obviously, your 

18 ability to elect is driven by how many people in the 

19 district are a certain age, in other words, old enough 

20 to vote; and if you turn to the next page, you'll start 

21 to see references to "CVAP," citizen voting age 

22 population, which is essentially your number of eligible 

23 voters.  

24              That really is the ideal data point to use 

25 for Federal Voting Right Act compliance.  The challenge 
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1 is that as you get closer to this magic eligible voter 

2 number, the Census data gets less reliable and less 

3 accurate.  So we use all these data points to give us as 

4 full a picture as we can get.  

5              If you go back to the first page, at the 

6 bottom there are these two boxes, "Population Estimates 

7 Using Utility Hookup data" and "Population Estimates 

8 Using 2005-2009 Census American Community Survey data."  

9 These are estimates we have right now, and thankfully 

10 they sort of correspond.  You know, they both tell us 

11 that Mesquite is no surprise far and away the biggest 

12 and has grown the most and Acacia has grown less.  Some 

13 of the other districts there's more variation in and, 

14 again, these are estimates and we'll get the official 

15 numbers from the Census Bureau in late March.

16              So Pine is short in both cases by nine or 

17 ten percent.  Not a huge shortage, but needing to pick 

18 up some people to get within the -- what we call the 

19 ideal population.  

20              So if you turn to the next couple pages.  

21 You'll see the citizen voting age data I was talking 

22 about.  "IND" in these cases is Census shorthand.  It 

23 actually is an abbreviation for Indian, and what it 

24 means is Native American, be it -- what we think of 

25 Native Americans and Indians and actually included in 
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1 there is Alaskan natives as well.  So that's that.  

2 "ASN" is Asian American, and then you talk about the 

3 "CVAT" numbers.  

4              If you get to pages 3 and 4, we start 

5 getting into native born citizens, foreign born 

6 naturalized, foreign born not citizens; and then on the 

7 last page is speaks English well, speaks Spanish, speaks 

8 other languages.  

9              Really, the goal of the Voting Rights Act 

10 and redistricting in general is to put communities of 

11 interest together, meaning people who have shared 

12 issues, shared concerns and shared needs.  That does, to 

13 some degree, get driven by race but, ideally, the 

14 districts are drawn based on shared concerns, such as 

15 people who have limited English ability, people who have 

16 lower incomes or other types of needs who all work 

17 together on an issue for a city.  

18              So this data is included in order to try to 

19 identify communities based on something other than just 

20 race.  One of the key things of the Voting Rights Act is 

21 that it's driven by race and ethnicity and language 

22 groups that are protected classes, but at the same time 

23 the courts have said, "We can't draw lines using race as 

24 the predominant factor."  So even though you have to be 

25 sure not to discriminate against an ethnic group, you 
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1 also can't just throw up a map of them and scribble your 

2 line right around them.  

3              The idea is not to discriminate.  The way 

4 you implement that is by focusing on neighborhoods and 

5 that's our goal here.  So that's a lot of numbers to 

6 throw at you and, again, we're trying to be sure that 

7 everyone who wants it has everything that the City has; 

8 but if you're not caring about exactly where the numbers 

9 are and you're more focused on just keeping your 

10 neighborhood together, feel free to just skip those four 

11 pages.

12              Yeah?

13              MR. GRETH:  This -- all these numbers 

14 basically come from the Census data?  

15              MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, and at this point we're 

16 dealing with 2000 Census data and then what's called 

17 this American Community Survey.  This will all be kind 

18 of replaced with the official data in late March, which 

19 is actually from the 2010 Census.  

20              You may have heard that the 2010 Census 

21 data is out, and that's how we know Arizona is getting 

22 another Congressional seat.  The numbers that are out 

23 are just from the state total.  There's no breakdown of 

24 who lives in which county or who lives in which city or 

25 even who lives in which census block yet.  That detailed 
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1 data is what we're waiting for for late March, and so 

2 far we're dealing with these late estimates.

3              Yes?

4              MR. ALSTON:  Jump on the same question, the 

5 American Community Survey, I'm sorry if you did say 

6 this, but where -- is that just like a survey?  How does 

7 that work?  

8              MR. JOHNSON:  It's an enormous survey.  You 

9 may remember the -- in 2000 the Census had what they 

10 called the long form that gathered data on income, 

11 citizenship, where you lived before, do you have indoor 

12 or outdoor plumbing.  The long form used to collect an 

13 enormous amount of data.  

14              What they've done over the last ten years 

15 is they've got -- they've eliminated the long form.  

16 This Census had only the short form, the ten questions 

17 in ten minutes.  To duplicate all that data that we 

18 need, like citizenship and the data that -- so many 

19 elements of business and society and social services 

20 use, they started this American Community Survey.  It is 

21 a phone survey, but if you don't answer they follow up 

22 with a visit to your door just like the Census, and it's 

23 done 250,000 phone calls each quarter of the year, so a 

24 million calls a year.  

25              So it is a survey, but it is the biggest 
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1 survey of all time.  It still is not as complete 

2 coverage as the long form was.  So it's not as accurate 

3 as the long form, and that's why I talk about the CVAP 

4 data is the most on point but it's also -- has the 

5 largest margin of error.  So that's where the American 

6 Community Survey comes from.  It is run by the U.S. 

7 Census Bureau.  It's run and designed by the same people 

8 that do the decennial census, it's just a separate data 

9 collection. 

10              MR. ALSTON:  This is done over a four-year 

11 period, 2005-2009?

12              MR. JOHNSON:  It's actually the five years 

13 because the two end years are included -- 

14              MR. ALSTON:  Oh, I'm sorry.

15              MR. JOHNSON:  -- but, yes, and it's a 

16 little bit of an oddity in that way.  The long form was 

17 nice in that we knew it was collected the same day that 

18 the Census data was.  

19              This is more of a picture over time.  So to 

20 some -- this is a little silver lining that the growth 

21 slowed down.  So we have a better sense that this is 

22 kind of a 2008 number and it's still pretty close to 

23 accurate, but it is not meant to say this is where they 

24 were 2010 but it is -- it is the best available data, 

25 essentially, and that's the challenge of all demographic 
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1 work is we -- there will always be errors in the data.  

2              For example, we know that people have moved 

3 since last April 1.  The question is:  Are we using the 

4 best available data, and that's what we're aiming to get 

5 here.

6              MR. ALSTON:  Thank you.

7              MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, yeah, yeah, and this is 

8 good.  Ask questions throughout this.  I like to get the 

9 discussion going.

10              Yes?    

11              MR. GRETH:  You said this is a huge 

12 survey.  Does a certain part of the survey target 

13 Peoria?  Is that where these figures come from?  

14              MR. JOHNSON:  They actually do it in an 

15 interesting way.  They try to blanket the whole country 

16 at the same time.  It's not like they roll through 

17 regions, and the way that this works is that each 

18 community gets a certain number of calls each quarter 

19 and -- so, for example, if you want a detailed look at a 

20 neighborhood in Peoria, if we want to look at, you know, 

21 the census track here, it has to take all five years to 

22 get enough calls into this area to make an estimate; but 

23 to get a picture of Peoria as a whole you don't need as 

24 many calls, and so every year they'll actually release 

25 American Community Survey data on the city, but it's 
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1 only this five-year count that comes down to the little 

2 census track and census block group level.

3              So the calls and surveys are going on every 

4 year, but they don't get enough of them from a given 

5 area until they compile all five years' data.  Does that 

6 make sense?  It's a very weird concept, and I was just 

7 at a national conference on redistricting over the 

8 weekend and even the census and national experts are 

9 struggling with exactly how accurate is this and how 

10 useful is it.  

11              But, again, it all defaults back to it's 

12 the best available data that we have.  One of the little 

13 known secrets of the decennial census is that it uses 

14 something called imputation, which is a weird word you 

15 don't have to remember, but even the short form Census 

16 has some guesses put into it.  If the mail -- if the 

17 post office tells the Census Bureau, "This is a house 

18 where someone lives and gets mail," but the Census 

19 Bureau can't get a response, they will ask the 

20 neighbors, "Who lives there?"  And if the neighbors 

21 don't know or won't answer, they will actually use 

22 statistics to look at all the houses that surround it 

23 and guess.  

24              So even the Census itself, which ten 

25 questions in ten minutes is pretty easy, even they have 
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1 to use some estimation; and as we get kind of more 

2 finely-tuned data, such as citizen voting age, we're 

3 getting a little more and more estimate and a little 

4 less and less, "This is what somebody said."  

5              Other questions before we jump into the 

6 maps?   

7              MR. LEONE:  You and I have been going 

8 'round and 'round on this.  You said I have to get nine 

9 percent more in my district?  

10              MR. JOHNSON:  That's what the estimates are 

11 showing at this point.

12              MR. LEONE:  If I have to get nine percent, 

13 but you're going to take away nine percent.  So how do 

14 you -- how do you -- I don't understand how it evens out 

15 unless what you're taking away is going to be less than 

16 what I'm getting?  

17              MR. JOHNSON:  Exactly.

18              MR. LEONE:  If you're taking away a 

19 thousand, then I'm going to pick up two or three 

20 thousand; is that how it figures?  

21              MR. JOHNSON:  Right, yes.  So if a district 

22 is short, say, 2500 -- the ballpark that this is, 2500 

23 to 2700, and for other reasons some neighborhood is 

24 taken out of it, say 500 people are taken out of it, 

25 then Pine would need to pick up 3,000.  
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1              This comes into play in particular for 

2 Ironwood -- let me see -- which is relatively close to 

3 balance by this utility hookups data.  It looks like 

4 it's three percent off.  By the ACS data it's 18 percent 

5 off, but both of those are relatively small.  

6              The problem is Ironwood sits right in the 

7 middle of Mesquite and everybody else.  So it will need 

8 to pass through -- depending on how the lines come out, 

9 it could be that Ironwood needs to pick up 3,000 people 

10 and it needs to pass through the other -- where are we 

11 at for Mesquite -- the other 25,000.  

12              MR. LEONE:  Will they lose anybody?  

13              MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, definitely.

14              MR. LEONE:  Well, I got to pick up about 

15 4,000 myself.

16              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, and -- 

17              MR. LEONE:  Now, is that 4,000 going to be 

18 in that one area?  

19              MR. JOHNSON:  Well, we won't know until we 

20 finish these hearings and kind of get the neighborhoods 

21 defined.

22              MR. LEONE:  That's what confuses me.  I 

23 know you're taking a big punch of mine from 85th 

24 Avenue.  There's over 1,000, maybe 2,000 people there; 

25 but then if I go down 91st, maybe about 3,000, I don't 
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1 know.

2              MR. JOHNSON:  Well, we don't know -- we 

3 don't quite know what we're taking yet.  We have guesses 

4 because Acacia's short and because the Federal Voting 

5 Rights Act somewhat prescribes the neighborhoods that 

6 need to go into it.  

7              So we have guesses, but we won't know for 

8 sure if anything needs to come out of your district 

9 until we get the Census data.

10              MR. LEONE:  I hope not. 

11              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, but you're definitely 

12 right; and what you're talking about is happening in a 

13 few thousand people here in Pine is going to happen in a 

14 huge way up in the Willow/Ironwood area because 68 -- 

15 somewhere around 68,000 people need to come out of 

16 Mesquite and those will need to get picked up by 

17 Ironwood, Willow, or some other configuration and then 

18 pass out the south ends of Ironwood and Willow down to 

19 Palo Verde and Acacia.  So this is -- we call it ripples 

20 in redistricting.

21              MR. LEONE:  I guess you just got to wait 

22 and see, huh?

23              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, yeah.  It's almost 

24 here, but it is -- it is kind of funny.  If you watch, 

25 like, state redistricting, right now anyone who writes 
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1 in Op-Ed talking about so and so's in trouble in 

2 redistricting and so and so's likely going to lose their 

3 seat, the press and the public and the politicians all 

4 love that and they swarm all over it.  

5              Everyone saying that is taking guesses, and 

6 no one knows what's really going to happen yet outside 

7 of those state numbers that came out.  So we know 

8 Arizona's getting one new Congressional seat.  That's 

9 all we know.  We don't know where it will go.  We don't 

10 know where the people are.  We don't really know which 

11 districts we're under, even though there's been 

12 estimates and guesses, but that's all they are at this 

13 point.  

14              So the key thing at this point before we 

15 really get into the numbers and kind of get a little 

16 diverted by the maps and the individual lines is to 

17 figure out what are your neighborhoods?  What are your 

18 communities that should keep together?  As I look at 

19 them, what are the building blocks that these districts 

20 should be built from?  

21              Now, in Pine you have a little bit of an 

22 advantage because you have the western arm that isn't 

23 going anywhere.  You know, there's no way -- somewhat 

24 like northern Mesquite.  Given the shape of the city, 

25 there are limits to what can be done, but as you get 
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1 kind of to the northeastern and eastern portions of the 

2 district where it meets up with the other districts, 

3 we're looking for your input on which communities make 

4 sense.  

5              Where are the lines?  What are the building 

6 blocks that should be -- that if we have to move 

7 anything should be moved and which are the ones that, 

8 you know, share nothing in common with your neighbors to 

9 the north or to the east and, thus, should not move at 

10 all?  

11              So the next maps are to kind of help prompt 

12 those thoughts.  The first one, Community Map A, is 

13 "Major Roads" with, obviously, the districts.  One 

14 important factor in redistricting is what we call 

15 visible natural and manmade borders, roads, particularly 

16 freeways, being excellent examples of that.  So that's 

17 one map.  

18              Map B is "Homeowner Associations."  We 

19 added as many of the titles onto this as we could.  You 

20 can see all the lines for all the different homeowner's 

21 associates in here.  If the name of a homeowner 

22 association isn't on it, it's not meant derogatory or 

23 anything about that homeowner association.  It's simply 

24 the page is only so big; but definitely, you know, tell 

25 us about your homeowner's associations if that's how you 
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1 define your neighborhood and let us know, you know, 

2 "Keep it together."  Some groups in some districts want 

3 to be divided to have two voices.  Tell us that if 

4 that's what you think, and tell us which other 

5 neighborhoods around you should be kept together.  

6              The next page, Map C, is "Elementary 

7 Attendance Zones."  In some areas they may not live in 

8 homeowner associations.  They may define their 

9 neighborhoods based on the local park or based on the 

10 local elementary school.  So this map is in here, and 

11 you can see the thick blue lines indicate the different 

12 elementary school attendance zones.  

13              And then the next ones are data, 

14 essentially graphic visualizations of the numbers that 

15 were up front.  So first is "Hispanic Citizen Voting Age 

16 Population," and you can see why we talk about Acacia 

17 when we talk about the Voting Rights Act.  

18              The next page is the percentage of the 

19 population who immigrated to the US.  This could be they 

20 immigrated 50 years ago.  This could be they immigrated 

21 the day before the Census, but it tells you something 

22 about different parts of the City; and, note, be sure 

23 when you look at this, look at the legend because it 

24 tells you about the different percentages in the City, 

25 and the scales change.  
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1              So Map F is an income map and one thing -- 

2 to some degree the mapping of the state is limited by 

3 the way the Census Bureau collects the data.  So if you 

4 look at this and you see two neighborhoods next to each 

5 other that show the same income level but you know one 

6 side has much bigger houses and higher incomes than the 

7 other, that means that that's -- the entire unit is how 

8 the Bureau is collecting the data and you can't break it 

9 down in there so -- but it gives you a sense of 

10 different parts of the City.  

11              And then Map G, this is the "Speaks English 

12 Not Well" neighborhoods.  Again, that can be a big 

13 consideration for the Department of Justice as it's 

14 looking at voting rights concerns.  

15              And then, finally, if you've been involved 

16 in City issues and had City maps before, this may be 

17 very familiar.  This is the City's standard map of key 

18 borders, as I mentioned, manmade and natural.  So this 

19 has the rivers and the major roads on it.  

20              MR. ALSTON:  Excuse me for one second.

21              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah?

22              MR. ALSTON:  Can we go back to "G" for a 

23 second?  

24              MR. JOHNSON:  Sure.

25              MR. ALSTON:  Map G, "Speaks English Not 
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1 Well," the way the legend is read, the pinkish color, is 

2 that saying 50 to 100 percent that they don't speak 

3 English well?  

4              MR. JOHNSON:  Right, yes.  

5              MR. ALSTON:  That's the only question I 

6 had, thank you.

7              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, and one thing -- when I 

8 looked at this, if you look up by the Sports Center, 

9 there's a little block group that is that red 50 to 100 

10 percent.  This is one of the things to keep in mind with 

11 maps and percentage maps, that could be a hundred 

12 percent of two people.  So if you're wondering why and 

13 you know that an area is essentially a shopping mall or 

14 something like that, the numbers of people in the area 

15 could be very small.  

16              The classic one of these is the City of 

17 Irvine, California, has a block group that is a hundred 

18 percent of Latino and poverty.  You think of Irvine and 

19 you don't think of any neighborhood like that, and it 

20 turns out it's the two custodial stuff who live in the 

21 giant Irvine Spectrum Mall, and so it pops out on the 

22 map as a hundred percent but it's still only two people.  

23 You can't really draw a district around them.      

24              So this is very useful for where you know 

25 there's population, but there's no real way on a graphic 
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1 map to put both the number of people and the 

2 percentage.  So if it looks like an odd percentage, it's 

3 probably one of these odd blocks that has one or two 

4 people in it.  

5              So that is kind of the packet that we 

6 have.  Again, it's on the web site so you can share it 

7 with your neighbors or the City Clerk has printed lots 

8 of these so you can take them with you.  We're looking 

9 for people to either share your thoughts, you know, just 

10 verbally tell us about your neighborhoods, your 

11 homeowner's associations, what you'd like to be put 

12 with, areas that you don't share a common interest with, 

13 and you can also take these maps and draw right on them 

14 and either mail them in, fax them in, whatever you want 

15 to do.  

16              As I mentioned, all the City Clerk's 

17 contact information is on the front cover; and one thing 

18 that people are sometimes reluctant to do is to say, you 

19 know, "This is my neighborhood and please don't put us 

20 with that neighborhood," but there can be some very good 

21 reasons for that, you know.  If one area is young 

22 families and all about schools and another area is all 

23 senior housing and over 65, they have very different 

24 issues and very different focuses, and it may be that 

25 each of them needs their own voice.  
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1              So, you know, some people are reluctant.  

2 They think they sound negative, but all that input is 

3 useful to this process and, in particular, your 

4 neighborhoods and who you want to be with; and if you've 

5 been involved in City issues and in organizing your 

6 community or your neighborhood or even just your friends 

7 to lobby the City on some issue, the geographic area 

8 that you drew your alliance from is exactly what we're 

9 looking to identify because communities that have an 

10 interest in City issues is the kind of ultimate goal of 

11 this community of interest process, although we're also 

12 interested in just any neighborhood definitions.  

13              So does anyone want to start with your 

14 thoughts?  Or, you know, when you talk about your 

15 curiosity about the process, is it a concerning 

16 curiosity?  In the back.  

17              MR. GRETH:  The big problem seems to be 

18 Mesquite.

19              MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

20              MR. GRETH:  And then -- well, according to 

21 the deviation, you know, from the population 92 

22 percent -- 

23              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.

24              MR. GRETH:  -- 93 percent here.  So it 

25 seems to me that's going to be your biggest problem 
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1 here; and then your next big one is, of course, Acacia.  

2              MR. JOHNSON:  It's very true, and when I 

3 first looked at the map I said, "Well, we're going to 

4 go -- you know, Ironwood's probably going to split in 

5 half.  We'll have a north and east and west," and then I 

6 started looking at this and discovered this thing that's 

7 called Westbrook Village which goes right across there.  

8 It's definitely -- when you say it's an issue we need to 

9 wrestle with, it is going to be the big issue.

10              Any thoughts about it?  Do you have any 

11 thoughts on how the City should approach either of those 

12 issues or -- go ahead.  It's okay.  I'm the same way so 

13 that's fine.          

14              MR. LEONE:  It's going to go into Mesquite, 

15 isn't it, some of it?  

16              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, I think that's pretty 

17 certain.

18              MR. LEONE:  It will probably take part of 

19 Mesquite.

20              MS. HILL:  It will take in parts of 

21 Mesquite?  

22              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.    

23              MR. LEONE:  How about Willow, Willow going 

24 to Mesquite, too?    

25              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  I mean, when we look 
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1 at these numbers where Mesquite is over by 87, 90 

2 percent, that means it has 87 to 90 percent of a whole 

3 new district in it.  So that's a lot of people to pull 

4 out -- to, you know, spread into other districts.  So, 

5 yes, Ironwood or Willow on their own couldn't pick up a 

6 whole district's worth of people unless they just picked 

7 up and moved.  So that's going to be the challenge is 

8 how to spread that.

9              MS. HILL:  When they're moving these 

10 boundaries, they're not going to split them, are they?  

11 I mean, in other words, Pine won't take on part of 

12 Mesquite?  

13              MR. JOHNSON:  Right.  One rule is that the 

14 districts do need to be contiguous.  

15              MS. VAN RIPER:  They need to touch -- 

16              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.

17              MS. VAN RIPER:  -- the boundaries.  So 

18 probably what's going to happen is you're going to see a 

19 general shifting of north -- northward of all the 

20 district boundary, but then how that gets configured as 

21 it moves north remains the big question because when 

22 you've got to swallow a whole bunch of Mesquite and 

23 bring it down by moving the other ones up, there's going 

24 to be a shift up, but how that ends up shaking out will 

25 depend upon the community of interest and other features 
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1 and then preserving the minority interest in Acacia.

2              MR. JOHNSON:  And one of the questions is, 

3 you know, when you just look at what you do in your 

4 daily lives within the City, you know, when you go out 

5 to social events or get involved in different groups, do 

6 you mostly stay kind of in the Pine area or do you kind 

7 of have those types of connections to the other parts of 

8 the City?  

9              MR. GRETH:  There's a -- what's the big 

10 discrepancy with the population figures from the 2000 

11 Census?  Here on Mesquite it shows a population of 

12 16,400 and then you go down to the American Community 

13 Survey -- 

14              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.

15              MR. GRETH:  -- it shows a population of 

16 47,000 for that same time period.

17              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.  This is -- it shows 

18 you the growth.  So the total population number is from 

19 2000 -- 

20              MS. VAN RIPER:  2000 Census.

21              MR. JOHNSON:  -- and one of the things you 

22 notice, Mesquite is actually the smallest district 

23 because the Council at the time knew that that's where 

24 the growth was going to be so they underpopulated it a 

25 little bit in order to try to keep them close to 
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1 balance; and then within, you know, essentially the 

2 seven years the ACS data is a ballpark 2007/2008 number, 

3 is essentially how we try to estimate it, so seven years 

4 later Mesquite has added 30,000 people.  So that's what 

5 it's showing there, and it probably will be slightly 

6 bigger by the time we're actually getting 2010 numbers.  

7              Now, it may be that with the fall-off in 

8 growth its increase from this ACS number to 2010 is 

9 about the same as all the districts' increases from ASC 

10 to 2010, but we won't know that for sure.  So, actually, 

11 that deviation of 87 to 93 percent could actually be a 

12 little bit bigger even as we get our official 2010 

13 numbers, but that's where that difference comes from is 

14 the ACS is reflecting most of your decade's growth, 

15 although not quite all of it.  Does that make sense?  

16              Yeah?    

17              MR. ALSTON:  Is it a City ordinance that 

18 there's only six districts?  

19              MR. LEONE:  (Nodding of the head.)

20              MR. ALSTON:  So it can't be, like, shrank 

21 down or brought up?  

22              MR. JOHNSON:  Right.  

23              MR. LEONE:  You have to have a whole new 

24 charter made.

25              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.  Yeah, in the long 
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1 term that's an issue the City can revisit, but in the 

2 scope of the redistricting time frame this is where 

3 we're at.  

4              MR. ALSTON:  Thank you.

5              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Yeah, there are -- are 

6 you from -- a native of Arizona or are you from another 

7 city?  

8              MR. ALSTON:  I'm from another area.

9              MR. JOHNSON:  There are other states where 

10 part of redistricting they get to decide how many seats 

11 they're going to have in the State Legislature and they 

12 vary it from year to year -- 

13              MR. ALSTON:  Okay.

14              MR. JOHNSON:  -- but that doesn't work for 

15 city councils.

16              MR. LEONE:  I want to see us have 

17 another -- another district.  That means you get to 

18 elect two more council people and it could change the 

19 whole charter.  I says, "Oh, forget it."

20              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, then you go through 

21 this whole process again.    

22              MS. VAN RIPER:  There aren't that many 

23 cities in the State that have more than seven.  I mean, 

24 you see the number, you see five, you see seven, and 

25 Phoenix has nine, including the Mayor, but this common 
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1 number seems to be seven.  Most places have seven, with 

2 Phoenix being the exception because they're so huge.

3              MR. JOHNSON:  You get up to New York City, 

4 which has 55.  

5              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah, uh-huh, yeah.

6              MR. JOHNSON:  And, essentially, what they 

7 had to do was give all power to the mayor because 55 

8 people can't run anything.      

9              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah, huh-uh, no.    

10              MR. HERSHFIELD:  On these County lands, 

11 which I assume the white ones are -- 

12              MR. JOHNSON:  Right.  

13              MR. HERSHFIELD:  -- why are they not part 

14 of the City?  

15              MR. JOHNSON:  They have not been annexed 

16 into the City yet and so people that --

17              MS. VAN RIPER:  They can't vote in our 

18 elections.

19              MR. JOHNSON:  Right, yeah. 

20              MR. HERSHFIELD:  The City doesn't want them 

21 or what or they don't want to be in? 

22              MR. LEONE:  No, the owner never -- like you 

23 got Kevin Johnson, Olive and 94th, all that property, 

24 that's County.  He says when he builds he's going to 

25 annex, but he doesn't want to do it right now.  
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1              I understand the Legislature just passed a 

2 bill or they're gonna pass a bill where anybody can go 

3 in and annex somebody else's property without their 

4 permission.  Have you read about it?  

5              MS. VAN RIPER:  Well, that's in the context 

6 of the Indian reservations only.

7              MR. LEONE:  Is that just Glendale?  

8              MS. VAN RIPER:  Well, actually, the way -- 

9 the way they've written that it is pretty specific just 

10 to the Glendale situation.  When you see the parameters 

11 of that law, it's talking about being surrounded on 

12 three sides by the annexed municipality, yada, yada.  

13 The only one that really fits in that description is the 

14 Glendale situation with the Tahona-Odom property.  

15              MR. LEONE:  If I got a piece of property in 

16 Peoria, can the County just go in there and annex it?  

17              MS. VAN RIPER:  Well, the thing is, if you 

18 were the only owner and you don't want to be annexed, 

19 no, we cannot forcibly annex you.  

20              MR. LEONE:  The paper didn't say that.

21              MS. VAN RIPER:  That's the one exception 

22 being that Native American property, has to be 

23 reservation.  

24              MR. LEONE:  Has to be reservation?

25              MS. VAN RIPER:  Right, it's just that.  
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1 That's why you have to read it closely.

2              MR. LEONE:  Well, I did.  I didn't think it 

3 said that.

4              MS. VAN RIPER:  No, no, it is limited to 

5 just the reservation lands that are bordered on three 

6 sides by a city or town, and they have a plan to build a 

7 casino.  That's also in that legislation.

8              MR. JOHNSON:  Really?

9              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.

10              MR. JOHNSON:  Very specific.

11              MS. VAN RIPER:  Very specific to Glendale.  

12 So I don't think it has much chance of seeing the light 

13 of day at the end of the day.

14              MR. JOHNSON:  And you could do a 

15 fascinating history book on city annexations in Maricopa 

16 County, you know.  You look at all these strips and all 

17 that that the State finally put at end to.  

18              MR. LEONE:  The only one that's not annexed 

19 is the vacant lots, like 94th and Olive and possibly 

20 107th and Northern, Max Wilson's place.  I don't know if 

21 that's in Peoria or not.

22              MR. JOHNSON:  Well, and, actually, Marion 

23 Porch, the now Peoria retiree who was at our last 

24 meeting, she was the architect when El Mirage was trying 

25 to annex Luke and they made the mistake of scheduling it 
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1 for a regular meeting and so Glendale called an 

2 emergency meeting and in that three days or whatever 

3 where El Mirage had to agendize it, Glendale threw a 

4 six-foot strip annexation around Luke so that El Mirage 

5 couldn't annex it, and that was her work way back when.     

6              MR. LEONE:  Pretty sneaky.

7              MR. JOHNSON:  So there are real annexation 

8 wars, and that's why we end up with these crazy maps.

9              MS. VAN RIPER:  The real days of the ship 

10 reannexation battles.

11              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.  So other thoughts?  

12 Do you guys have concerns as you look forward to 

13 redistricting about, you know, not wanting to move into 

14 another district or wanting to be with certain 

15 communities or neighborhoods or just kind of taking a 

16 look?  

17              MR. GRANISON:  No, just curious what's 

18 happening in my district, that's all.

19              MR. JOHNSON:  Well -- and you're here at 

20 the right time.  Like I said, it's all about getting 

21 involved early so that you have a sense of what's going 

22 on and can follow along because once the maps come out 

23 this moves very fast.  

24              MR. LEONE:  They're not going to touch 

25 Country Meadows, too far south.  They're not going to 
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1 touch Springer Ranch.

2              MS. VAN RIPER:  I guess the question would 

3 be, because like for Pine, assuming we move the boundary 

4 north like what is expected, that might take in part of 

5 Palo Verde.  You'll probably get a chunk out of Palo 

6 Verde it looks like, you know, assuming we do the 

7 northern migration.  So you might get those communities 

8 there.  Is there any -- 

9              MR. LEONE:  Is that 95th Avenue?  

10              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yes, that corridor there.  

11              MR. LEONE:  We talked about that.  That's 

12 one that I would pick up.

13              MS. VAN RIPER:  That's what you'll probably 

14 pick -- you might pick up is going north into Palo 

15 Verde.

16              MR. LEONE:  It's got four mobile home parks 

17 there.  

18              MS. VAN RIPER:  Uh-huh.

19              MR. JOHNSON:  Right.

20              MR. LEONE:  That's got a big house 

21 development there.

22              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.  That's what you'll 

23 probably pick up.  So the areas that are west of 99th 

24 Avenue, that won't be touched and, actually, probably 

25 from 91st Avenue west will probably not have any 
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1 problem; but just that border on Acacia might see some 

2 change and then going up north into Palo Verde.        

3              MR. LEONE:  They'll probably come up to 

4 85th Avenue.  That's my district.

5              MS. VAN RIPER:  Don't know yet, Carlo.

6              MR. LEONE:  I hope not.

7              MR. JOHNSON:  And one thing, actually, as 

8 I'm listening what comes to mind is we may look and see 

9 -- we'll check with Planning and see if there's -- well, 

10 you may know, too -- if there's much plan for 

11 residential development just north of the stadium.  

12              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah.

13              MR. JOHNSON:  Because if there are plans 

14 that are fairly solid for more people, that could be an 

15 argument for leaving a district a little short.

16              MS. VAN RIPER:  The sports complex area, 

17 our border ends at Bell Road and it goes over to 

18 Glendale so there's not a lot of room in between the 

19 sports complex and Bell Road that is undeveloped.  We 

20 have a big -- some apartment buildings there.  We have 

21 some condominiums.  We have multi-family and then we 

22 have a whole bunch of commercial and those kind of uses.

23              MR. JOHNSON:  I'm actually talking about 

24 the Glendale arena.

25              MS. VAN RIPER:  The Glendale -- oh, oh, 
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1 that one?  

2              MR. JOHNSON:  The University of Phoenix 

3 arena.

4              MS. VAN RIPER:  Okay, that one.

5              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  So, I don't know, 

6 maybe we'll check and see -- I know the hotels and all 

7 that are being developed, but I don't know if there's 

8 plans for condos.

9              MS. VAN RIPER:  Well, the thing is, our 

10 border ends at Northern Avenue, which is north of that 

11 arena, that whole complex.  So Northern Avenue is our 

12 southern boundary so -- and that's shown on here, right? 

13              MR. JOHNSON:  Right, yeah, but it's 

14 something to check into.  

15              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yep.

16              MR. JOHNSON:  And if you are going to grow 

17 more than we think other districts will grow, that's 

18 another reason to leave you a little short -- you.  

19 Pine, sorry. 

20              MS. VAN RIPER:  Pine District.

21              MS. NELSON:  Going forward from this point, 

22 what we'd like folks to do is to take the map -- and 

23 I've handed out a couple extra ones -- and put in your 

24 communities of interest on these maps and get those back 

25 to us and then we send all that information to Doug and 
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1 he compiles some concepts that we will be having at our 

2 meeting places about in May, and that will give you the 

3 opportunity to come see maybe six to eight concepts that 

4 Doug has come up with and that will give you a chance at 

5 that time to give your input as well.

6              MR. JOHNSON:  And we'll put out -- we'll 

7 put a map together of all the communities that people 

8 have identified and that will go both in a report to the 

9 Council and, essentially, the community of interests 

10 identified map and that will go out to you guys.  You 

11 can check it and see what's been missed and you may 

12 disagree with people.

13              MS. VAN RIPER:  It will also be useful when 

14 we're doing the mapping, if we could do -- get one 

15 overlay with a GIS showing things that are built, that 

16 might be helpful for people to have that kind of map.  

17 You can show on some kind of map --

18              MR. JOHNSON:  A satellite.

19              MS. VAN RIPER:  -- a satellite map picture, 

20 an overlay of all this stuff but over a satellite.  That 

21 way people can see where you have the condensed 

22 development, where you have bigger lots, et cetera.  

23 That might be helpful to do.

24              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh.

25              MS. VAN RIPER:  I wish I knew how many 
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1 houses were in some of these places, doing some mental 

2 counting, that will help the citizens as well to do that 

3 mental math, count rooftops getting some ideas.

4              MR. JOHNSON:  And once the Census data 

5 comes out we'll actually put out a kit that people can 

6 use to draw your own plans.  

7              One of the great things about redistricting 

8 is it's different than most issues with the City.  You 

9 don't just have the opportunity to stand up and say, 

10 "Please, Council Member, vote yes or no."  

11              If there's something you don't like about a 

12 plan, we're going to hand you a kit and say, "How would 

13 you fix it?" and we love to see people get engaged.  Our 

14 record in all these redistrictings is we had one 

15 resident of Glendale in, I think, 1991 submitted 14 

16 different plans for the City of Glendale and we love 

17 that, you know.

18              If you know friends that are high school 

19 teachers, sometimes they give high school students extra 

20 credit for a civics class if they draw a plan and submit 

21 it and that's great because then we get 30 plans at a 

22 pop; and, you know, in a city like -- that's configured 

23 like Peoria with sort of narrow necks and things like 

24 that, there just aren't that many ways you can draw the 

25 districts so we could get good public input.  You're 
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1 probably going to have just about every option that's 

2 available in front of the Council and then we're sure we 

3 don't miss something.

4              MR. LEONE:  Now, is this -- is this 

5 redistricting gonna -- it will affect the Congressional, 

6 right, and the State or just the City?  

7              MS. VAN RIPER:  No, it's just the City.

8              MR. JOHNSON:  It goes on at the same time 

9 as the State and Congressional and that's actually a 

10 good point I was making earlier, which is communities of 

11 interest are the building blocks for all redistrictings.  

12 So as you identify neighborhoods that you want kept 

13 together, you know, share them with us for the City 

14 redistricting and then go over and share them with the 

15 County when they do supervisorial redistricting and 

16 share them with the State Commission when it's doing 

17 your legislative and congressional redistricting.

18              MR. LEONE:  So if I'm in District 9 State, 

19 I could lose some and pick some up someplace else, just 

20 like the City, is that what it is?

21              MR. JOHNSON:  Uh-huh, yeah.  You know, you 

22 have all your overlapping districts and all those are 

23 redrawn at the same time.

24              MR. LEONE:  We could lose Sun City and pick 

25 up El Mirage?  
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1              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yeah, however that plays 

2 out.

3              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, yeah, definitely.  As 

4 you may know, just south and east of you is that very 

5 odd-shaped District 13, I think -- yeah, 13.  It's one 

6 of the oddest-shaped districts in the State and it was 

7 drawn for voting rights reasons, but given the shifts in 

8 population it will certainly be redrawn and you will 

9 certainly see changes at least to the districts just 

10 outside you and very likely districts here in town, too.  

11              I don't know if you guys have seen the 

12 studies, but we did the State study and it looks like 

13 essentially combined Maricopa and Pinal Counties should 

14 be picking up one more legislative district, which will 

15 come mostly from Pima County but slight reductions all 

16 around.  

17              So, yes, just as we're looking at some very 

18 big changes here, you'll be looking at some relatively 

19 big changes in the other maps, too.  If your neighbors 

20 don't really care about City Council redistricting but 

21 care about county or legislative or state redistricting, 

22 you can all work together to define your communities of 

23 interest and then each take that case to pitch it to 

24 each of the jurisdictions because these are the -- done 

25 right, communities of interest are the building blocks 
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1 for all redistricting.  Done wrong, the public is shut 

2 out and you don't get to say anything.  

3              So, thankfully, the City has planned a very 

4 long and extensive outreach process and so we look 

5 forward to hopefully seeing you guys throughout the 

6 stage; and if your neighbors say, "Oh, darn, I'm sorry I 

7 missed that," we're doing one of these hearings in each 

8 Council district, but that doesn't mean they're only 

9 open to people from that Council district.  You and your 

10 neighbors are more than welcome to come to the next 

11 hearings, wherever they are in the City, and then, 

12 obviously, we'll have the big two -- at least two big 

13 meetings when the plans come out.

14              MR. LEONE:  Where are they going to have 

15 them, any idea?

16              MS. VAN RIPER:  Oh, the next meetings, the 

17 schedule -- 

18              MR. LEONE:  The big meeting?

19              MS. VAN RIPER:  Oh, the big meeting, oh. 

20              MR. JOHNSON:  I think we're looking at May 

21 for that.

22              MR. LEONE:  Where?

23              MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, we don't have the 

24 locations yet.

25              MR. LEONE:  No idea?
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1              MR. JOHNSON:  No.

2              MS. VAN RIPER:  There will be two, won't 

3 there?  

4              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, there will be two.

5              MS. VAN RIPER:  North and south will be two 

6 of the bigger meetings, one in the north part of the 

7 city and one down here.  I would expect probably our 

8 Council chamber would be for the south, and up north 

9 would probably be the library up there or some other 

10 facility that has enough seating.

11              MR. LEONE:  Why only two?  

12              MR. JOHNSON:  Well, you'll see, we'll get 

13 turnout like this at these hearings and bigger turnout, 

14 but two reasons.  You want a lot of public interaction 

15 and the discussion is good so you want people together 

16 to share their thoughts and because of time.  You got to 

17 get this in to the Department of Justice in time to get 

18 it pre-cleared and go through that whole process.

19              MR. LEONE:  Peoria is so big to get people 

20 to come way up north down, you know.

21              MR. JOHNSON:  Well, that's why we'll 

22 definitely have two.

23              MS. VAN RIPER:  We're going to have a north 

24 meeting and a south meeting to try to accommodate people 

25 the best we can.  The same information will be presented 
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1 at each meeting, you know, but the audience will be 

2 different, depending upon who shows up.

3              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, yeah, the plans aren't 

4 going to change between the two meetings.  They'll 

5 change after the meetings, I have little doubt, 

6 depending upon what people say about them.  

7              Thank you all for coming out tonight.  

8 Again, tell your neighbors.  The Clerk's contact 

9 information is all on that front page.  If you have 

10 thoughts, we'd love to hear them even when we're not 

11 holding meetings -- 

12              MS. VAN RIPER:  Yes.

13              MR. JOHNSON:  -- and look forward to seeing 

14 you at a future meeting.  Thank you.  

15         

16              (Whereupon the proceedings were concluded 

17 at 8:30 p.m.)

18         

19         

20         

21         

22         

23         

24         

25         
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1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

2

3           MS. NELSON:  Thank you all for coming. 6:33 P.M.

4 You've received a packet of information.  I handed you a

5 bunch of paperwork when you checked in.  The main thing that

6 you'll concentrate on this evening and one that Doug will go

7 over has to do with the thicker packet, which is the citizen

8 kit.

9           I wanted you to know in attendance we do have a

10 court reporter.  It's just a legal requirement for us to

11 record these meetings, because it's a requirement of the

12 Department of Justice.  So if you do have a question, she

13 may ask if you could state your name, just for the record.

14 We do have an attendance sheet, but that helps her keep

15 track of the minutes as we move along.

16           We have an interpreter here if anyone needs

17 English or English/Spanish translation.  We do have an

18 interpreter.

19           My name is Wanda.  I'm the City Clerk, and then we

20 Steve Kemp as our City Attorney and then Doug Johnson.  He's

21 the consultant.  He's working on the whole redistricting

22 project.

23           With that, I'll turn it over.  Thank you.  If

24 anyone does need translation, we are willing and able to

25 assist.
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1           MR. KEMP:  Welcome to the City of Peoria

2 redistricting for the Willow District.  We're having a

3 series of these meetings, six in total, one in each council

4 district, and these are mainly to provide the public with an

5 opportunity to give us your thoughts, suggestions and

6 comments on redistricting.  And let me sort of outline the

7 process both for tonight and in the future.

8           The census information we will not have until

9 sometime between now and April 15th, probably right around

10 April 1st.  In your citizen packet, you can see that we have

11 some estimates, and they show us that the city's population

12 is roughly around 162,000 people.

13           In 2000 when we did the mass redistricting, the

14 city's population was about 108,000 people.  Now, in the

15 federal law, districts have to be equal in population.  So

16 what that means in a nutshell is that districts will be

17 increasing from 18,000 people in a district to 20,000 people

18 in a district, and that means that these lines on the map

19 will have to move.

20           Now, with that, the City is required, as a matter

21 of federal law, Arizona is one of 17 states that are subject

22 to pre-clearance requirements under the Federal Voting

23 Rights Act and what this means in those states that the City

24 has to undertake a responsibility to provide minority voters

25 an opportunity to elect candidates of their choice, and the
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1 way that that is done is certain districts are designated as

2 minority influence or minority impact districts where the

3 City is under a requirement to maintain, to the extent

4 possible, the composition of minority population in that

5 district.

6           In the City of Peoria is the Acacia District here

7 in purple, and that is our minority influence district.  And

8 so there's an issue of what we call retrogression, which is

9 the fact that our minority population, like many cities, has

10 increased in income and is spread out.  As people increase

11 in income, they have other housing choices and they tend to

12 move to other housing choices.  That resulted in a decline

13 of the minority population in Acacia, which even makes it

14 more problematic for the City trying to maintain the

15 Hispanic contents in that district.

16           One of the other things about Peoria is at the

17 point between Bell Road and Union Hills Road, the city is

18 one-and-a-quarter miles in width.  So moving a district

19 north there becomes very problematic because you essentially

20 have one road, 87th Avenue, that is the only road that

21 separates that mile-and-a-quarter.  So it becomes very

22 difficult if you're talking about moving more than two

23 districts north of that point.

24           As you get further north, another kind of area,

25 you have Westbrook Village, which is this two squares or two
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1 square miles.  That is one large active adult community and,

2 again, if you look at that, it's a very small area to the

3 east of Westbrook for moving a district further north.

4           What -- the City essentially has four things that

5 we really follow in redistricting.  Obviously, we have to be

6 equal in population.  We have to comply with the Federal

7 Voting Rights Act.  We -- our charter requires us to be

8 contiguous, which means they all have to be together, and

9 that we obviously try not to separate communities of

10 interest.

11           Now, the -- that last requirement isn't as

12 critical as the first three.  Districts in Peoria are the

13 result of the City Charter Amendment that was passed in

14 1989.  And one of the things that amendment does provide for

15 is that we don't consider where existing council members

16 live.

17           So where the existing council members live plays

18 no role in the redistricting process.  In fact, in the 2000

19 redistricting process, a council member was redistricted out

20 of their district.  In the 1995 process, they -- I think we

21 had three who came very close to being redistricted out of

22 their district.

23           We certainly don't consider that in the process.

24 So we are now going through having these public meetings to

25 get your input, your suggestions, your comments.  After the
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1 census information is released, that will be available on

2 our web page.  It will also be available if you put your

3 name on the list that the City Clerk is keeping, she will

4 also make that available to you.

5           In May, we will be having two public meetings, one

6 in the south end of Peoria, one in the north end of Peoria

7 where we will have six concepts for people to look at that

8 we and our consultant will have worked out on how

9 redistricting could be done.

10           And some of those may be a bit out of the box.

11 For example, you might just take and combine five districts

12 and four districts here and move one big district right up

13 here.  Who knows.  But there will be a number of concepts

14 for the public to look at and give their thoughts and

15 suggestions.

16           Based on all of that, as well as our analysis in

17 terms of the districts most likely to be approved by the

18 Department of Justice and most likely to meet all of the

19 legal and administrative requirements, in June, three of

20 those concepts will go to the City Council for their

21 consideration.  And they will be asked to pick the two

22 preferred concepts.  And then from the two preferred

23 concepts to select a final concept on July 5th.

24           So by all means, you don't have to do your citizen

25 kit tonight.  You can certainly do them at any time.  Now,
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1 obviously, as we get into the public discussion on districts

2 in May, you may have more input by doing your citizen kit

3 sooner than later, but conceivably you could submit it on

4 July 4th.  That becomes very difficult at that point anymore

5 when we're submitting it to the Council.  However, citizen

6 kits are important.  The Palo Verde District that you see

7 there, it was in the citizen kit submission in the 2000

8 redistricting process.

9           So if people are thinking, "Why am I doing this?

10 It's not going to do any good."  No.  In each of the -- this

11 is my fifth redistricting, boy, and I can tell you that in

12 all five of them, citizen kits have played a role, and so

13 they are very important.

14           And with that, I'm going to turn the floor over to

15 our consultant, Doug Johnson, from National Demographics.

16           MR. JOHNSON:  Hello.  Thank you all for coming out

17 tonight.  We are early in the process, so you guys have a

18 little bit of a jump on the process and a chance to get your

19 thoughts in early, which is a very good thing.

20           As Steve mentioned, we have our federal/legal

21 requirements that everyone has to follow.  Equal numbers of

22 people in each district and then following the Federal

23 Voting Rights Act.  Then it comes down to really where the

24 decisions get made in redistricting, which is communities of

25 interest and our goal in these early hearings is to figure
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1 out what are the communities and neighborhoods of Peoria.

2           And some cities people define themselves by what

3 school attendance zone they live in.  In others, it's what

4 park they live near.  Obviously, homeowners' associations

5 tend to be a big community definition.

6           So what we're looking for is input from the people

7 of Peoria for how do you define your neighborhoods, and it

8 could very well differ in different parts of town.  Some

9 areas there are more homeowners' associations than others.

10 Some areas may have more prevalence of kids.  Schools become

11 more of a factor.

12           Really, the ultimate definition of a community is

13 whatever the people who live in it think it is.  And so

14 that's what we're looking for.

15           Now, these kits that hopefully you each got when

16 you came in, these are aimed to prompt discussion;

17 certainly, don't have to use them.  If you just want to send

18 any notes or share your thoughts, we welcome that, too, but

19 this can help shape definitions and help put lines on a map,

20 which is ultimately where all our input needs to end up.

21           So the first page, if I can just walk through

22 this, is -- is just a list of what's in here and

23 instructions on how to send it in.  The City Clerk's Office

24 has been great.  They've got an e-mail address.  They've got

25 a fax.  You can mail it in.  You can walk it in, drop it
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1 off. However you want to send it in, we want to see it.

2           So if you flip through, just everything's in

3 English and Spanish.  The first page of data is -- at the

4 top is the 2000 census data.  It tells kind of -- we don't

5 have the 2010 census yet, but it gives us a sense of where

6 these districts are coming from.

7           At the bottom of this are two boxes.  You may see

8 the two boxes at the bottom of the page.  These are two

9 estimates.  One is using utility hookups.  The other is

10 using a study by the Census Bureau called the American

11 Community Survey, and the data obviously are going to vary,

12 but the general outlines are the same.

13           Primarily, Acacia is significantly short of what

14 we call the "ideal population," which is the city's total

15 population divided by six.  And it doesn't mean people have

16 actually left Acacia.  What it means is that it hasn't grown

17 and may not have grown at all or may not have grown as much

18 as the city.

19           Of course, Mesquite has grown enormously, so that

20 is the one -- it's essentially 90 percent overpopulated.  So

21 when you look at the map and you see the brown Mesquite

22 District at the top, there's 1.9 districts in there.  You

23 can almost draw two entire districts within that area now.

24           So if you flip through the data, there's some

25 other numbers in here.  There's voting age population,
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1 things like that, citizen voting age population.  We even

2 put in some numbers that people sometimes use to define

3 their communities, immigrants from other countries,

4 immigrants from other states.

5           And then on the last page of it is -- is people

6 who speak English not very well at home.  Homes that are

7 second-language English speakers sometimes organize

8 themselves and can -- kind of mutual support and become a

9 community, and then median household income, which some

10 people use to define the community really giving you a piece

11 of the data you can use.

12           There is no requirement to any one piece of this

13 or all of this.  We're just really getting people thinking

14 about how you define your neighborhood.

15           Then we get into the maps.  The first map shows

16 the current council districts with the major one-mile roads.

17 So it may be that someone thinks those are the best

18 definition of community of interest and wants to draw their

19 neighborhood on this map.

20           Obviously, they are big roads.  They do cut

21 through significantly.  So we expect those will be fairly

22 significant definitions of community.

23           On the next page, we have a map of homeowners'

24 associations.  All of the official HOAs are -- have their

25 borders drawn on the map.  You can see the gray lines all
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1 through the city.  We put as many lines on as we could

2 without overlapping labels and making it unreadable.

3           If your homeowners' association label isn't there,

4 don't worry about it.  It still counts just as much as all

5 the others.  So feel free to, you know, circle it, say,

6 "Please keep us together."  In rare occasions, communities

7 like to have two voices on the Council.  So we actually have

8 run into situations where a community says, "Here is our

9 community.  Please split us."  It's definitely the exception

10 rather than the rule, but if that's what you think, share

11 that thought with us.  We definitely want to hear it.

12           And then as you go through, there are other -- on

13 the next page, there are other options for defining your

14 neighborhood.  The map C is elementary school attendance

15 zones.  You see the blue lines indicating the borders of

16 which kids go to which schools.  Map D, we start getting

17 into what we call "thematic maps."  Map D is what the census

18 American Community Survey found for what percentage of the

19 citizen voting age population, citizens over -- 18 and over

20 are Hispanic and in -- no surprise, as you were saying.

21 Acacia is the real concentration in the city.

22           The next page is percentage of the total

23 population in that area who immigrated to the U.S. either

24 six months ago or 60 years ago, but some people use that to

25 define their neighborhood or their community of interest.
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1           And there's the income map.  And you can use any

2 of these.  As you want to draw your community, think of

3 which of these is the best building blocks and go ahead and

4 draw right on it and send it on in.

5           And then the next map is more American Community

6 Survey data.  Neighborhoods speak English, what the census

7 calls "not well."  There are three options on the ACS:  Do

8 you speak English very well, well or not well?  I guess

9 there's "not at all" is what's on there too, but that's

10 another map of community as a -- people may identify with.

11           And then finally this may be a familiar map to

12 you.  This is the City standard map of major roads and

13 borders that you can use to draw your neighborhood on in

14 this one, in particular, in the Mesquite area where you have

15 the big space up north.

16           But all of these are included in order to get

17 people thinking and get people kind of talking with their

18 neighbors, talking with their fellow Peoria residents about:

19 Who are our neighbors?  How do we think of ourselves when we

20 think of "what is my community," and I tend to look at

21 redistricting as a puzzle.

22           Eventually, we'll have to put an equal number of

23 puzzle pieces into each district and at this point, we don't

24 have our census data.  So we don't exactly know how many

25 people are in the community, but we can still define the
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1 puzzle pieces.  We may not know how many of them go into

2 Acacia or how many of them go into Mesquite, but we can

3 define which pieces we should use when we put this together.

4           So there are really two things we're looking for

5 that you can share tonight, or as you go home and think

6 about this for the next few days, you can share down the

7 road.  One is:  What is your neighborhood?  How do you

8 define it?  Do you want to keep it together or keep it

9 apart?

10           And then as you look at other communities, other

11 neighborhoods around you, which ones make the most sense to

12 put together in this puzzle.  If there are two, you know,

13 senior active-living communities, they may want to be put

14 together.  If there's one senior active-living community and

15 one neighborhood that has a lot of kids with -- in school,

16 they may want separate voices on the City Council.  So they

17 may want to share that that may not be the best pairing.

18 We're looking for what's your community and what pieces

19 should it be put together with.

20           So that is a quick walk-through of this.  I do

21 want to have time for discussion, but I also want to touch

22 on the maps that are going to come out later when we

23 actually get the census data.

24           We'll actually have these different scenarios and

25 one thing, just to put in your mind, is our goal when we
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1 draw these, as the City's consultant, is to lay on the table

2 all the different options.  Some of them very likely will

3 unilaterally be viewed as very bad options.  That's never a

4 surprise.  In fact, it sometimes helps get the discussion

5 going and say, "I hate that one."  But what we want to lay

6 out is what is the range of options out there and really the

7 goal over the course of this process is to take what largely

8 will start with six or so maps from the consultant and

9 eventually the city and communities feedback will revise

10 those maps, so that by the end of this, when the Council

11 adopts a plan, it will truly be Peoria's map driven by the

12 input from the people who live here and from the Council

13 until we get to our final piece.

14           So that is a quick walk-through of this process.

15 Do you guys have questions at this point, thoughts, ideas to

16 share?  We will keep doing these meetings indefinitely.

17 Tell your friends about them.  One thing I do want to

18 emphasize is that we are looking to get this feedback as

19 soon as possible.  We've already gotten one map in saying,

20 "This is a good community of interest border.  Try to follow

21 that."  And it's a lot easier if you get your input in early

22 so that we can take it into account when we develop our

23 draft plans and the public -- when we put out the kits -- so

24 that the public can, you know, suggest their own maps or

25 suggest modifications to the initial maps so that they have
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1 that in the record.

2           It's a lot easier to get your community of

3 interest drawn early than it is to try to modify the plans

4 later on and get your changes incorporated into them at that

5 point.

6           MR. KEMP:  So you may kind of wonder:  How does

7 this really affect me?  I know one district, for example,

8 should really be concerned about this.  What we know from

9 the 2000 census and what we know from the American Community

10 Survey is when the Acacia District expands, this area of the

11 Pine District east of the 101, this area of the Willow

12 District south of Peoria Avenue and some parts of the Palo

13 Verde District south of Cactus Road all have significant

14 Hispanic populations.  So obviously that they should be in

15 the most minority impact districts.  Those are areas likely

16 to go to Acacia.

17           What that then means is because we have to have

18 equal population, Pine has to gain people.  Palo Verde has

19 to gain people.  Willow has to gain people, so does Palo

20 Verde going over this way (indicating).  Does Pine come up

21 this way?  Does Palo Verde go up this way?  And those

22 were -- so it does impact you in terms of your communities

23 and your neighborhoods because when the boundaries are

24 redrawn.

25           Obviously, in Acacia, we have to have equal
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1 population.  When we make the adjustments to Acacia, each of

2 the districts get affected.  And with Mesquite having

3 roughly double the population of two districts, there's a

4 significant -- and the Mesquite District, as you can see,

5 goes way up into Yavapai County.  There's a significant

6 population of Mesquite, both south of Happy Valley Road,

7 which is right here (indicating) and North of Happy Valley

8 Road.

9           So there's a whole area in here that could be --

10 where these districts go to and we won't obviously know that

11 until we have the census information.

12           And as I indicated, you can submit your citizen

13 kits all the way up until this comes to Council approval.

14 We do have on our website, if you look at the City's

15 website, there's a redistricting tab where you can ask

16 questions and the City Clerk, Wanda Nelson, and myself will

17 always be available for questions, if you have questions

18 about the process or thoughts or suggestions.  And all of

19 the comments we see become part of the official record.

20           And with that, it's just basically open for your

21 discussion and any questions that you as citizens have

22 regarding the process.

23           MR. JOHNSON:  If I can -- we don't have that many

24 people.  Can you share kind of both what brought you out

25 tonight, what is your interest tonight and also if someone
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1 asks what part of Peoria you're from, how do you define your

2 own neighborhood, if anyone wants to jump in and start.

3 Strength in numbers.  Care to share first and share your

4 name too.

5           MR. SCHOONOVER:  Dave and Jan Schoonover.  Just

6 curious to see what this was all about really.  See, you

7 know, if how these may shift or how -- what it affects, if

8 it's a voting thing or taxes thing or what is it.

9           MR. KEMP:  It will not affect your taxes at all.

10 The taxes have nothing to do with your council districts.

11 They are done on a citywide basis.  It may change your

12 council member, because we have -- Peoria has six districts.

13 So we've got six council members, plus a mayor, and they are

14 elected on staggered terms.

15           For example, right now, the Acacia District, the

16 Pine District and the Palo Verde District all have council

17 elected in 2010 for a four-year term.  In 2012, which will

18 be our next City election, the Willow District, the Ironwood

19 District and the Mesquite District will have new council

20 members.  So this very could well change.

21           Now, if the council members, if they move -- if

22 the residents moves outside their district continue to

23 represent you until the end of their term, but you could

24 very easily find a council member who may no longer be in

25 their district representing that area.  We've had that
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1 happen before, and it could happen again.

2           And so it could affect you in that aspect.  It

3 also can affect you in that why we do not try to separate

4 communities of interest in neighborhoods.  A good example,

5 if you look at the Palo Verde District, you have 75th

6 Avenue, you have Oasis and Oakwood.  I actually lived in

7 this neighborhood for a number of years, and I'd go walking

8 all the way down to 83rd Avenue and people on each side of

9 75th Avenue came to Sweetwater Park.  And so you could find

10 areas that have kind of an interest that perceive themselves

11 as being kind of connected.  Could they be separated?  Yes.

12           And so we're certainly interested in the community

13 input on those kinds of things.

14           MS. WILSON:  I'm Jan Wilson.  I live in the

15 Sweetwater Ridge area, which is not on your map, by the way,

16 for the homeowners' association.  There's about 400 --

17 Oakwood would be my community school.  My kids went here K

18 to eight, now Cactus High School, and I'm in the Willow

19 District and --

20           MR. JOHNSON:  When you think of your neighborhood,

21 do you think of it both as the HOA and the school

22 neighborhood?

23           MS. WILSON:  Well, the HOA somewhat.  I'm a real

24 estate broker, but mostly my association has been primarily

25 with school, being involved in the school from a lot of
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1 different, you know, aspects from being a troublemaker and a

2 not so much of a troublemaker.  That's the other half of the

3 troublemaker back there.

4           MS. EVANS:  -- one brain --

5           MS. NELSON:  We hand out these comment cards in

6 whatever format, whatever you said about your homeowners'

7 association not being on the map, this is one venue that you

8 could use to say, "Hey, can you make sure you keep us

9 together," send in, e-mail, whatever you'd like to do, an

10 e-mail --

11           MS. EVANS:  There were a lot in Willow.  In

12 fact --

13           MS. WILSON:  We have a lot of small -- Sweetwater

14 is pretty --

15           MS. EVANS:  There are HOAs and that fact needs to

16 be brought up and so they're --

17           MS. CARLICK:  Kathy Carlick.  I just want to thank

18 these people for coming in and for speaking up, because I've

19 had a lot of citizens in my district, which is the Mesquite

20 District ask me questions about redistricting, not knowing

21 that it's political subdivisions or decisions, you know, and

22 in the municipal government, we kind of take for granted

23 that everybody knows what districts are and redistricting

24 means:  Is it going to affect my police coverage?  What

25 about fire?  How about insurance?  Will my insurance be
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1 affected if I have, you know, varying -- if I'm farther away

2 from police and fire, you know, like -- like those are going

3 to move.

4           So there is a whole lot of basic information that

5 we might assume that people know that, you know, they don't

6 work in government, you don't need to know this.

7           MR. KEMP:  Our police districts that we use for

8 patrolling have nothing to do with council district

9 boundaries.  They are entirely based on response times, the

10 same with prior districts that we have.  Those were based on

11 response times.

12           In fact, in Peoria, we participate in the regional

13 computerized aid dispatch system.  So you may well find that

14 the fire truck that comes to your house is a Glendale, Sun

15 City or Phoenix fire truck and not even a Peoria fire truck,

16 because they are dispatched by computer, and the closest

17 available fire truck within the regional system is actually

18 dispatched, and it has nothing to do with your council

19 districts.

20           What this really has to do with is -- one major

21 thing which is your political representation on your City

22 Council and who is going to be your voice on your City

23 Council on City issues, and that's what it really has to do

24 with.

25           Your services that we provide, whether it be solid
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1 waste, sanitation, streets, fire, police, none of those

2 services will change in terms of -- none of those services

3 are based upon your City Council district, but --

4           MS. OLSEN:  But your -- Kim Olsen -- that we have

5 good candidates that run if the boundary should change.

6 That's why I'm here.  I want to make sure that, you know, if

7 these -- if these change, then we want to make sure that we

8 have qualified people who really want to serve the community

9 and support district schools elected.

10           MR. KEMP:  Absolutely, and as these boundaries

11 change, candidates -- a person who might be a candidate in

12 2012 say, for example, in Willow may suddenly find

13 themselves in a different district and can no longer be a

14 candidate.

15           MR. JOHNSON:  Especially with the different

16 districts having the different years, too, it can throw

17 things off.  And that will be if something does happen where

18 the plan is adopted, does -- just move a whole district up.

19 Then there's a whole question of which district name moves

20 up because the district names determine which year the seat

21 is up and the City has always had the southern three

22 districts elected one year and northern three districts

23 elected in the other year, and if we change the name, that

24 would determine whether or not that northern seat goes up

25 with the northern seats or with the southern.  So that can
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1 change.

2           MS. OLSEN:  Now, you're just getting input?

3           MR. SMITH:  Yes.

4           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Input on the community

5 interest so that folks can tell us what the communities are

6 that they see within their neighborhood or area or however

7 you choose to define it.

8           MS. OLSEN:  I think I associate mostly with

9 Oakwood school.  I've always been in the Oakwood

10 neighborhood.

11           MS. CARLICK:  So then there's the opportunity to

12 look at the map and that shows the school and use that map

13 when drawing your boundaries.

14           MR. KEMP:  So our goal is to actually have a plan

15 in City Council in July, and then we have to do the various

16 aspects of getting plans submitted to the Department of

17 Justice and getting the plans approved by the Department of

18 Justice, which we anticipate will happen in the time period

19 between July and December of this year, because in 2012, we

20 have City Council elections in September of 2012 and so we

21 want to have candidates pulling packets for nominations in

22 early 2012, roughly about much of 2012.

23           So our goal is by December of this year to have

24 hopefully the new districts pre-cleared, approved by the

25 U.S. Department of Justice and formally in place so the 2012
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1 candidates will be running in their new districts.

2           MS. OLSEN:  Who makes the final decision?

3           MR. KEMP:  The City Council makes the final

4 decision on the map to recommend to the Department of

5 Justice.  The Department of Justice can reject their

6 recommendation and then it comes back to the City Council

7 for how we have to change the map to meet the Department's

8 requirements.

9           So it's ultimately the City Council's decision,

10 but the Department of Justice has a rather large hammer they

11 can wield in this process.

12           MR. JOHNSON:  One of the interesting dynamics of

13 this process, too, is the Voter Rights Act has been around

14 since 1965, and there's a lot of precedence for it, but one

15 of the interesting twists is that there has never been a

16 redistricting with a democratic president.  The law passed

17 in '65 and in '71, '81, '91 and 2001, we always had

18 republican presidents.

19           So there's a bit of a question of how much of that

20 40 years of precedent will this Justice Department versus

21 how much will they blaze their own trail and they've already

22 put out some revised regulations that clearly make clear

23 this will be a little tougher to get approval this time for

24 everybody, not just for Peoria.

25           So we will see -- keep our fingers crossed and
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1 essentially do as much as we can to ensure compliance with

2 the law and see where it goes.

3           Any other questions?  We definitely encourage you

4 to share your thoughts on the comment cards, through the

5 e-mail, by drawing maps.  I was thrilled to get one in

6 already very quickly in the process, but as I said, the

7 earlier you get it in to have kind of -- the more people

8 will look at what you had to say and hopefully take it into

9 consideration.

10           So thank you all very much for coming out tonight.

11           MR. KEMP:  Thank you for coming out.

12           MS. EVANS:  Joan Evans.  The question was:  Is

13 there going to be a new district?  And, no, there is still

14 going to be just six districts.  They're going to be

15 configured --

16           MR. KEMP:  That's correct.  The City charter

17 provides Peoria with six council districts plus a mayor.  So

18 it would take a charter amendment in order to modify and

19 create a seventh district.  So there will be six districts

20 plus the mayor until such time as the voters -- and the

21 voters have to amend the City charter.  The council cannot

22 do that.

23           MS. NELSON:  What I just handed out were some

24 extra maps and, again, you can draw in any map and -- but,

25 again, these are extra ones in case you want to scribble or
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1 hand them out to your neighbors.

2           MR. JOHNSON:  And the kit is available.  And we

3 didn't get you in the back.  Sorry.  What's your name and

4 where are you from?

5           MR. TERBUSH:  Dick Terbush.  I'm in the Oakwood

6 school area, Sweetwater Ridge.  I had to come make sure

7 these two didn't cause any trouble.

8           MR. KEMP:  Again, on behalf of the City Clerk,

9 Wanda Nelson, and the City and myself, thank you for coming

10 out and any time if you do have questions, please feel free

11 to contact the City, either through the redistricting tag on

12 our website, you can contact the City Clerk's Office

13 directly or the City Attorney's Office, and we'd be happy to

14 get you an answer to any of those questions.

15           MR. JOHNSON:  When we do come back with the maps,

16 we'll actually have live -- the map will be on the screen

17 and we'll zoom in and while there are limits to how many

18 names I can put on the map, when we're actually doing the

19 map on the computer, all the names were there.  They'll pop

20 up as we're using them.

21           Thank you all for coming out.

22           MR. KEMP:  Thank you.

23           (Whereupon, the proceedings terminated at

24 7:06 p.m.)

25                    *     *     *     *     *
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1                                     Peoria, Arizona
                                    February 7, 2011

2                                     5:04 p.m.

3

4             MS. NELSON:  Good evening.  I think we'll go

5 ahead and get started.  Thank you for coming out for our

6 redistricting meeting.  You've had quite a bit of

7 paperwork handed out to you, so I will take some time to

8 briefly explain what that is.  I will turn the show over

9 to Doug.  He is the expert.

10             The big thick packet is what we call our

11 citizen kit.  This is the packet that has all the maps

12 in it.  I'm going to hand out extra maps that you can

13 use to draw on and take some with you.  The blue sheet

14 that you received is called a comment card, so if you

15 have any comments or want to be considered a contact or

16 want more information, fill that out and turn that in to

17 me at the end and I will be happy to get you on our

18 contact list.  And, finally, the yellow sheet that you

19 received is the schedule of meetings that will be

20 occurring.  As you can see from the sheet, we have had

21 two meetings, we are on our third, we have tonight and

22 three more to go.  Tell all your friends that they are

23 welcome to attend any remaining meetings.

24             In May, we'll have a summary meeting, and I

25 know Doug will talk about that.  I would like to
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1 introduce Steve Kemp, he is the city attorney and he is

2 available for questioning or anything.  With that, I

3 turn it over to Doug.  Couple items, we have a court

4 reporter here that is taking everything down.  That is

5 the requirement of the department of justice and we have

6 a translator in case anyone needs anything translated

7 from English into Spanish.  Thank you for being here.

8             MR. JOHNSON:  Steve, want to open with

9 anything?

10             MR. KEMP:  I will open that the city under

11 its charter is required each time we have the

12 mid-decennial census to engage in the process of

13 redistricting.  The last time the city did redistrict

14 was in 2000.  There was no mid-decennial census, it was

15 just an estimate.  The districts that you see on the map

16 here were done by the City Council in 2001 and then

17 submitted to the Department of Justice.  Arizona is one

18 of 17 states that is required to submit all of the

19 election changes to the US Department of Justice, and so

20 the districts don't become official until after, A, a

21 city council approves them and, B, they are submitted to

22 the Department of Justice.

23             What we have in a series of what we call

24 scoping meetings is to obtain the public's input,

25 concerns, comments, suggestions and thoughts about the
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1 redistricting process.  This is to be an open and

2 transparent process, so we are having one meeting in

3 each district of the city to obtain that public comment,

4 and with us we have Doug Johnson, who is a consultant

5 with National Demographics Group.  Because we have to

6 have the districts equal in population, there is a need

7 to bring in a demographic consultant that can work with

8 us on the consensus information and to take the

9 information and allow us to do districts that are equal

10 in population.

11             Right now we do have estimates about the

12 city's population, but the final census numbers won't be

13 in until sometime between February and April of this

14 year, and more likely towards April because it is

15 February.  So, we are still waiting for those numbers,

16 even though we do have estimates of population.  With

17 that, I'm going to turn it over to Doug.

18             MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Given the conversation

19 before, I see no one needs a translator.  It is part of

20 the city's outreach effort to ensure there is a

21 translator as part of each of the meetings, as part of

22 the compliance section five preclearance requirements.

23 I want to walk through a little bit of the process and

24 the rules for how this is done, and then really

25 hopefully have a discussion, because part of the goal in
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1 the outreach meetings is to identify what are the

2 communities of interest in Peoria, because ultimately

3 there are a lot of rules for how this is done, but also

4 the lines come down to drawing around communities.

5             I would say in different jurisdictions

6 people define themselves in different ways.  In one

7 city, people may focus on what elementary school they

8 live around and others may focus on what park they live

9 around.  There is no real universal rule of what is the

10 community, it is what the people in that neighborhood

11 think it is.  So, there is actually copies of this Power

12 Point kind of with a lot of details of information up

13 here that you can grab afterwards.

14             Let me walk through the big picture.  There

15 really are two overriding federal rules that everyone in

16 the whole country doing redistricting have to do.  First

17 is equal population.  Even in this case, the districts

18 have to have the same number of persons in it and so

19 that there's equal, it's a one person, one vote rule

20 that the Supreme Court put in in the late 60s.  So, that

21 is the overriding number one rule.  There is a little

22 bit of flexibility, you can be over or under one or two

23 percent if there is a reason for it, you can't do it

24 randomly.  If you are trying to keep a neighborhood

25 together or avoiding district crossover, you can have a
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1 little bit of flexibility, but not much.

2             The other thing that Peoria has done in the

3 past, if you know, there is a development where there's

4 going to be a lot of growth within the next ten years

5 and you can underpopulate that district a little bit to

6 try to keep the districts balanced over a longer term.

7 That was more of an issue in 2001, when the city was

8 growing very quickly, and maybe less of an issue today.

9 But who knows, they may recover before this process

10 ends.  So, that is something that can be considered in

11 not quite perfect balance, but really the ultimate goal

12 is equal populations in each council district.

13             The second federal rule is the federal

14 voting rights act.  This has two provisions, one is what

15 Steve mentioned, the preclearance, and section five

16 rules.  What the Department of Justice will look at will

17 be what is, what they term the ability to elect of the

18 protected class, and in Peoria we're talking about

19 Latinos.  Protective classes are a big legal theory, but

20 essentially goes back to groups that have had some

21 discrimination in the past and the jurisdiction covered

22 had really low turnout in elections.  So, in Arizona, we

23 are talking primarily about Latinos.  In this case,

24 Peoria, it is mainly the Acacia District.  That will be

25 the focus of the preclearance review.  That is our job,
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1 to make sure that the plans that go to council will

2 survive that preclearance review.

3             We may step in, but understand, this is the

4 interest district of input, but we have to follow the

5 federal laws first.  Those are the two federal laws

6 every jurisdiction in the whole country have to follow,

7 in some form of those.  Then there are what we call

8 traditional criteria.  This is the idea of balancing all

9 the other considerations that can be looked at in this

10 process.  It's nice that districts be relatively square

11 where that's possible because it makes it easier for the

12 voters to understand where are the district borders.  I

13 would say it is easier if you want to get involved in a

14 campaign to tell your neighbors, yes, let's go knock on

15 doors from the freeway to the city border than it is to

16 say let's knock on doors from this block, move over a

17 block, move up that block, skip this block.

18             So, that's really the idea.  It is not so

19 much that there is any law supporting square districts.

20 It makes more sense to the voters where that is

21 possible.  It also makes sense to follow what are called

22 visible natural manmade borders, rivers, freeways, big

23 developments that have, you know, walls on one side.

24 You may not want to cross into there if there is no

25 access from the other side.  That starts to get into
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1 communities of interest.  That is really where most of

2 the redistricting decisions get made.  In Arizona,

3 obviously, homeowner's associations are big and are a

4 common community of interest.  Naturally, people want to

5 keep their homeowner's association together, but we also

6 have commentary about just every other factor.  So, you

7 know, the historic districts in Phoenix have come

8 forward in redistricting and said they are a community

9 of interest.

10             Like I said, the school attendance zones,

11 areas around parks, as well; however, people identify

12 with their neighborhood in particular when they are

13 thinking of city issues.  So, any definition of

14 neighborhood is welcome, but in particular we want to

15 hear definitions that relate to reorganizing to try to

16 fit the council in as well.  So that's really, when we

17 talk about community of interest, that is what we are

18 pushing for.

19             Now, because of the preclearance

20 requirements, the city is looking to get this done --

21 you want to talk about timeline?

22             MR. KEMP:  Yes.  I'll talk about timeline.

23 Because the preclearance requirement will take roughly

24 six months after the council approves the redistricting

25 plan for it to go to the Department of Justice and be
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1 precleared, and the department has changed some of its

2 rules and regulations, we are expecting a somewhat more

3 rigorous preclearance process than we have had in the

4 past because of those changes in the rules and

5 regulations.

6             What we are currently looking to do is have

7 these scoping meetings, take this input, together with

8 the census information, and, in May, we will have two

9 more public meetings in the city and there we will have,

10 I'm estimating, six concepts for the public to look at

11 as to what the new districts would look like.  Some of

12 those concepts might be kind of off the wall, and some

13 might be more of what you would expect.  What we are

14 looking for is public input, input from the public as to

15 those concepts, things that you like, things you don't

16 like, and concerns that you have.

17             Based on that input, together with the fact

18 that we will be looking at each of these in terms of

19 what will be the, most likely to be sustained by the

20 department, because we don't want to submit a concept to

21 the Department of Justice and have it rejected, we will

22 bring to the council in June through what we call

23 preferred concepts, which would be concepts that we

24 think will be legally sustainable for the council to

25 consider in a study session, and they will be asked to
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1 pick the top two for their further consideration and the

2 goal would be to have the final plan approved at their

3 July 2011 meeting.  And then, based on that approval,

4 there's still work that we have to do in terms of

5 actually creating maps, drafting the actual boundaries

6 and preparing all the materials for submission to the

7 Department of Justice.  So, this is on a very ongoing,

8 ambitious process, and as soon as the census information

9 comes in early April, I think things will move along

10 very quickly.

11             One other item that does come up sometimes

12 in citizen questions is what about incumbent council

13 members, can you consider where they live.

14 Redistricting in Arizona, as a result, particularly in

15 Peoria which has a city charter amendment, and that

16 amendment was approved by the voters back in 1989,

17 expressly forbids the city from considering where city

18 council members live.  So there is no attempt to draw a

19 city council member into their district or drive them

20 out of the district.  We don't look where they live.  We

21 look at other objective criteria to determine those

22 boundaries.

23             MR. AAMES:  Ron Aames.  Don't we really need

24 census block data to know the Hispanic population and

25 actual population so we can do the pieces, would that be
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1 available in April?

2             MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

3             MR. KEMP:  It will.

4             MR. AAMES:  It will.

5             MR. KEMP:  Sometime between the end of

6 February and April 15th, that is to be available by law.

7 In theory, it has to be available by April 15th.  I know

8 the department of revenue has talked with the census

9 bureau and they expect to have it available in very

10 early April.  And so, we are, we have estimates right

11 now, which we can tell you based on those estimates that

12 the Mesquite District, for example, on this current map

13 and the district in brown has roughly 56,000 people, and

14 the estimated city population, based on both utility

15 connections and the Department of Economic Security, is

16 estimated roughly right around 160- to 162,000 people.

17             So, if you would look at 162,000 and divide

18 that by six, that is a district of roughly 27,000

19 people, to be equal, so that would tell us that the

20 Mesquite District obviously is going to be losing a

21 significant number of residents to other districts.  We

22 know, for example, both estimates, amazingly both sets

23 of estimates came in very, very closely.  We know, for

24 example, the Acacia District is a minority impact

25 district, which is underpopulated, so we do know and we
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1 already know from existing block data, to some degree,

2 what areas likely, if that data significantly changes,

3 what areas most likely will probably move into the

4 Acacia District.  We can't make that decision until we

5 have the new data.  We know from 2000 what areas had

6 significant minority areas of concentration.

7             Finally, one more area we have to deal with

8 in Peoria is what we call regression.  What has

9 happened, and, particularly, in Peoria, and other parts

10 of Arizona as well, Latino population has grown in

11 income.  As people grow in income, they look for a

12 variety of housing choices.  So, our Latino population

13 has become much more dispersed.  The tradition that you

14 find with a concentrated Latino population, we don't

15 have that much in Peoria anymore.  That also makes it

16 more challenging to attain the Latino population anymore

17 because of that dispersed population.  That will be a

18 major issue as well.

19             MR. AAMES:  But you need the detailed

20 information.

21             MR. KEMP:  Right.  We can look at the map

22 and look, based on existing information, examine

23 project, what areas are most likely to go in to the

24 Acacia District, but we won't know that for sure until

25 we get the actual census information.  There could be
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1 changes between 2000, and will most likely be changes in

2 the 2000 and 2010 census.  Even though right now I can

3 point to you on that map and project what areas are

4 likely to go in the Acacia District, we simply won't

5 know that for sure until we have that information.

6             MR. AAMES:  You are suggesting there is

7 quite a change or that's only on observation?

8             MR. KEMP:  There has been a change.  We have

9 seen a change.  We saw it in 2000.  We saw significant

10 retrogression in 2000, and there is no reason to believe

11 that there are any significant changes in population

12 that would change that process again.  We don't know

13 that for sure until we get the information, but based on

14 the 2000 consensus it is already occurring and we expect

15 that to occur.

16             MR. AAMES:  People could have moved in and

17 may have moved into those areas?

18             MR. KEMP:  Yes.  That could be.  The

19 difference may be that they may not be minority

20 residents that raises the retrogression issue.

21             MR. JOHNSON:  With this first round of

22 hearings where we don't have the census data, really our

23 goal is to figure out what are the puzzle pieces.  When

24 the data comes out, we know how many puzzle pieces we

25 need to put in each district and can tie numbers to it,
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1 but the point we are looking at is what are the areas

2 that make up the community or the city as a whole and

3 exactly which ones will go together, that will come out

4 when we have the final data together.

5             Did you want to add anything?

6             MS. CARLAT:  No.  I'm sorry to be late.

7 Cathy Carlat.  I wanted to see where we were with regard

8 to the knowledge that we have so far from the census

9 bureau.  I was hoping that we would have more by this

10 point and a little more knowledge about where our

11 minority population was and what we thought we were

12 looking at.  My understanding from these public meetings

13 is that you are getting a feel for what are communities

14 of interest.

15             MR. KEMP:  Communities of interest and

16 public concern.  If there is a particular concern that a

17 neighborhood, for example, feels that it should be maybe

18 as identified with a neighborhood in a different

19 district, and it feels that, perhaps, it shouldn't have

20 been separated really trying to look at public concerns.

21 A few things we do know, if you look at the 2000 census,

22 for example, the Acacia District, this is our minority

23 impact district, the purple district.  We know that

24 there is some minority population of Latinos in this

25 area and also in this area, and we have some in this
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1 area right here.  We don't know how much and we won't

2 know from the census.  What that tends to tell us is

3 that obviously with the Acacia District we have to focus

4 on maintaining the minority impact.  The Acacia District

5 won't likely go out over here or over here because we

6 don't see any significant evidence of minority

7 population.

8             Obviously, because every district has to

9 have equal numbers of people, to get the Acacia District

10 to 27,000, if it takes two part of Palo Verde, Willow,

11 and Pine, that forces those districts to also move

12 north, which then means that they are taking people out

13 of Ironwood, which forces Ironwood to move north or

14 conceivably causes other redistricting in other

15 jurisdictions.  What they do is take this, the existing

16 five districts, combine them into four, and transplant a

17 district.  That is not beyond the realm of possibility

18 that you could do that.

19             MS. POTTER:  Pam Potter.  I have two

20 questions.  I actually drew out how I would do it.  It

21 seems to me that it would make sense to move everything

22 up, since Mesquite is huge, and slide, probably slide

23 Ironwood up to part of Mesquite, Willow up in part of

24 Ironwood, Palo Verde moves up and kind of keep them as

25 blocks rather than this zigzag that you've got.
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1             MR. KEMP:  One of the things that makes it

2 more complicated in Peoria, if you look at our map right

3 here, we have a piece of Peoria that is one and a

4 quarter miles wide.  The only real street that separates

5 that neighborhood is 87th Avenue, so it becomes very

6 difficult to draw more than two districts up through

7 this piece without separating the neighborhood because

8 of the narrow width of the city.  That becomes one thing

9 that complicates it.

10             The other thing that complicates the issue,

11 as you move further north in the community of interest,

12 which is west, that takes up two miles here, right here,

13 this little narrow arrow to the right of that yellow

14 line, and, again, that makes it very difficult to move

15 more than two districts northward because of that narrow

16 width and that street is one of the challenges that we

17 face in maintaining communities of interest together to

18 do exactly what she said, move those districts

19 northward.

20             MS. POTTER:  Wouldn't you use the cross

21 streets?  Beardsley?  Bell?  Thunderbird?  Cactus?

22             MR. KEMP:  We would, but we are trying not

23 to separate communities of interest.  Desert Harbor is a

24 community that views itself of interest.

25             MS. POTTER:  It runs from Thunderbird to
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1 Bell.  If you had that whole block, I mean most of the

2 communities don't span the major streets.

3             MR. KEMP:  That's true.  We will use the

4 major streets.  The big difficulty is we try to conform

5 to county precinct lines that don't necessarily use the

6 major streets, but we also try to maintain the equal

7 population which sometimes becomes very problematic and

8 is a balancing of different items.

9             MR. AAMES:  I would assume that a community

10 of interest could have two council people, might be in

11 their interest to have that.

12             MR. KEMP:  Some communities view it that way

13 and other communities say no.  I know in 2000 we had a

14 number of citizens out at Westbrook who were adamant

15 that they wanted all Westbrook together, they felt all

16 of Westbrook needed to be in one district and it was

17 like you have more representation with two council

18 members and it is no, we view all Westbrook as one

19 community and we want to be in one district.

20             MR. AAMES:  They may have changed their

21 mind.

22             MR. KEMP:  They could.

23             MR. JOHNSON:  Are any of you from Westbrook?

24 I know we had --

25             MS. NELSON:  Four.
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1             MR. JOHNSON:  -- four from Westbrook who had

2 come down last week to a make their point of keep us

3 together.

4             MR. KEMP:  Give your name.

5             MR. BERCU:  Bill Bercu.  They can become a

6 community of interest in and then override the majority

7 of the city's --

8             MR. KEMP:  Not necessarily.  We have to meet

9 the mandatory legal requirements and one of the

10 challenges is we go north, it could get very difficult

11 to do that and maintain a community of interest all in

12 one district.

13             The most important requirements, in essence,

14 if you were to put this on a priority list is, A, the

15 districts must be equal in population.  That overrides

16 everything.  B, the city must meet the requirements of

17 the voting rights act.  That overrides everything.  C,

18 the city does want the district to try to be compact.

19 We don't want things where you see a district that is 25

20 miles long and a hundred, maybe a quarter mile wide

21 going up the city.  That is not compact.  So, we try to

22 have the district be compact and we want the district to

23 be contiguous.

24             All those factors play an immediate part

25 into this and we do try to maintain the integrity of
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1 communities of interest to the extent that we can, but

2 there is no absolute guarantees that a community of

3 interest is going to be in one district.  We certainly

4 try and strive to do that.

5             MR. JOHNSON:  In part, we have to some

6 degree default community definitions.  We have the

7 elementary attendance zone boundaries.  We have

8 homeowner's association maps.  Part of our goal is to

9 reach out and say, do those make sense to fill in more

10 of the blanks between those areas and also not just in

11 these means, but between them.  That is the purpose of

12 the kit.

13             Did all of you get one of the participation

14 kits?  Let me walk through this briefly.  On the front

15 is a list of what is in here and instructions on how to

16 send this in, if you wish to, or if you want to by

17 e-mail, by fax, by mail, you can drop it off at city

18 hall, the city clerk's office, whatever you want to do

19 to send it in.

20             MR. AAMES:  Talking about a map?

21             MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, or you can write anything

22 out, any input on communities of interest is welcome.

23 Page two is just the same information in Spanish.  Page

24 three is the population demographics that Steve was

25 talking about.  At the top you can see the old 2000
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1 census data to get a sense of where we were back then.

2 More importantly, at the bottom, there are two boxes.

3 These are the two estimates that we have now and the

4 trends are the same in both of them.  Even though the

5 specific numbers vary a little bit, both of them, Acacia

6 is way short by 23 to 40 percent, somewhere in that

7 ballpark, and Mesquite is way over, about 90 percent

8 overpopulated.  Essentially you have in what is this

9 brown Mesquite District is the population of 1.9

10 districts, which is just about two.  So, that obviously

11 poses a big challenge and how we balance that out is the

12 whole challenge for this whole project.

13             Then, if you go a little bit more, there is

14 background information.  There is this American

15 Community Survey that is referenced a couple times.

16 That is a US Census Bureau Study that replaces the old

17 census long form.  If you remember on the census there

18 used to be a short form and long form.  In this one they

19 did away with the long form.  Everyone did the ten

20 questions in ten minutes questionnaire and replaced this

21 long form with this ACS.  It is a continuously rolling

22 survey.

23             They are doing this everyday of every year

24 and the numbers get more and more and more refined each

25 year.  This is where we get our old long form details,
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1 immigration, language spoken at home, how far do you

2 drive to work, all those long form census information

3 questions about our country.  They put key things in

4 here, particularly, that the Department of Justice will

5 look at while looking at preclearance requirements.

6 There is even median income in there.  All these kinds

7 of things provided in the sheet.

8             Then we get to the maps, so the first map,

9 and the labels are on the left side.  Community Map A,

10 this is major roads.  This is essentially one mile

11 marker saying, you know, do you think those make sense

12 for your borders, do those make the most sense.  They

13 are obviously manmade visible features and fairly

14 prominent.  The second page is homeowner's association,

15 there are a lot of them in Peoria.  You can see the

16 lines on the map indicate the borders.  We couldn't fit

17 all the labels on.  If your homeowner's association

18 isn't on there, it is not a secondary thing, it is

19 making the map readable.

20             MS. NELSON:  That question did come up in

21 terms of what happens if your homeowner's association

22 isn't on here.  If it is not, what is the best way to

23 make sure that we have that information?

24             MR. JOHNSON:  I would say just circle and

25 say please keep this together, this is my homeowner's
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1 association, please keep us together, and the secondary

2 piece when you are defining your community of interest,

3 define it and ask it to be kept together, or split if

4 you prefer, and we are also interested in what makes

5 sense to put it together with.  If there is one active

6 senior community next to one active senior community and

7 you want them together, we want to hear that.  If there

8 is a working class neighborhood and active senior

9 community and they are different interests in the city

10 and it makes sense to be split up, we want to hear that,

11 too.  So, yes.  Feel free to mark anything on this map

12 or any of these maps and send it in with any comment.

13             MR. AAMES:  There are neighborhood clusters

14 that aren't age or race, particularly down in the south

15 and have a lot of interaction.

16             MR. JOHNSON:  That is what we are very eager

17 to find on the --

18             MR. AAMES:  I know when we talked separately

19 you jotted some of those down.

20             MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  We're looking for any

21 community definition.  What we're putting out on these

22 maps is the basic obvious data pulled from city planning

23 systems and from other systems.  The less official, I

24 should say the less official definition of neighborhoods

25 and what we need to hear from the neighborhoods and
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1 people and, yes, we have talked through a lot of that.

2 So, that's the HOAs.  On the next page is the elementary

3 school attendance zone maps.  So, as neighborhoods talk

4 about this is the HOA, the key building block, to some

5 the whole attendance zone is the key building block, how

6 is the neighborhood organized.  That is what we need to

7 hear.

8             Then there's a couple of what we call

9 schematic maps where they are colored according to

10 certain themes.  The first one is Hispanics or the

11 percentage of the citizen voting age population that is

12 Hispanic.  No surprise it is focused largely in the

13 Acacia area.  On the next page is the percentage of the

14 population who immigrated to the US from any country at

15 any point in their life, that's how we get, that's how

16 the data comes from the American Community Survey.  The

17 next page is household income.  That's Map F.  Map G is

18 a map of what on the American Community form reads

19 speaks English not well and people actually indicate

20 that we speak it very well, well, or not well.

21             These are maps that people in community may

22 wish to use to indicate their community of interest or

23 may not.  They're offered up as data and information and

24 we're looking for feedback on it, is there a definite

25 neighborhood connection between blocks where people
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1 don't speak as much English or may tend to speak other

2 language at home.  And then, on the last page is

3 probably a fairly familiar map to you.  This is the

4 city's standard streets and boundaries map, so you can

5 use this if you are most familiar with it or use any of

6 the maps to send in what you think of as your community.

7 I'm happy to say that we have got one map in, so people

8 are starting to engage in this process and we hope as it

9 moves forward people engage more and more.

10             This hopefully gives you a sample of what

11 ideas are out there by communities of interest.  If you

12 have other thoughts that aren't on there, maybe our

13 ideas might make a good border, draw it in or write a

14 letter.

15             MR. AAMES:  We were supposed to get blank

16 maps.  Is one of these a blank maps?

17             MS. NELSON:  I'm handing out extra ones and

18 the very last map in your citizen kit is also a blank

19 map.

20             MR. JOHNSON:  At this stage we're, you know,

21 trying to help people indicate what they want to follow

22 for their borders, so it is not just a blank city map,

23 it's more if you want to follow elementary school

24 attendance zone, fine, but hopefully you take that map

25 and group those areas together if you want to group.
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1             MR. AAMES:  We may want to follow several

2 and it would be good to have a blank map.

3             MR. JOHNSON:  Definitely.

4             MR. AAMES:  Is this the same one on the

5 website?

6             MS. NELSON:  Yes, it is.

7             MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

8             MR. AAMES:  It is kind of a small one.

9             MR. JOHNSON:  That is a great point.  All of

10 this is available on the city website.  They have a

11 special link for redistricting.  In particular, some of

12 these maps, if you are on the web and you have your

13 Adobe Acrobat Reader, these are all Adobe Reader files,

14 you can zoom in with that software to see more detail.

15             MR. KEMP:  If, for example, if you look at

16 this map here, the actual boundaries in the Palo Verde

17 District in 2000 were actually from a citizen kit.  The

18 initial plans did not look at Palo Verde going across

19 the city, it was going more north/south, that was one

20 that came from a citizen kit and led to the redrawing of

21 that district in that fashion.  So, the citizen kits are

22 important in terms of having an input in how these

23 concept plans may be developed.

24             MR. POE:  Steve Poe.  The information that

25 comes out from the census, you don't know when that's
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1 going to be available, but when you get it, how is it

2 going to be disseminated to the rest of us?

3             MR. JOHNSON:  We'll take it and we'll get,

4 we get a whole bunch of data and we process it all.  We

5 will process it for Peoria and process it on the same

6 redistricting page that these are now so you get all the

7 points.

8             MS. CARLAT:  Did you say there would be

9 another set of public meetings?

10             MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Another set of meetings,

11 two in May, we will have a public meeting in the Peoria

12 City Hall for the south end and we will use the Sunrise

13 Mountain Ranch Library for the north public meeting, and

14 right now we are anticipating two public meetings in May

15 to actually introduce, I'm expecting, six concepts, kind

16 of nicknaming them concepts A through F.

17             MS. EVANS:  Clever.

18             MR. KEMP:  Kind of logical.  We could do one

19 through six, but whatever, they will be, basically,

20 concepts based off the citizen kit submissions as well

21 as what the data shows us, and there will likely be a

22 number of different ways of doing this.  I don't think

23 the concepts will all look the same.  There may be some

24 very out of the box approaches, so to speak, as to how

25 this might be done in terms of the concept of that is
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1 conceivably you take the four districts in the bottom

2 and combine them together, transplant the district to

3 the north, that has been done in jurisdictions for

4 redistricting so things like that that could be done.

5 Obviously, we won't presume that until the census

6 information comes in.

7             MR. AAMES:  Are you asking citizens to draw

8 what they would like to see the district where they live

9 or all districts?

10             MR. KEMP:  That can do both.  They can draw

11 the whole city or where they want to live.  We are fine

12 with that.  Many times citizens will draw the whole city

13 and they'll make suggestions based on the whole city.

14             MR. POE:  When the information does become

15 available, that needs to be used for the fine drawing of

16 the lines, since something went around that asked for

17 our names and our e-mail addresses, may I assume that we

18 will be notified that that information is now available?

19             MR. KEMP:  Yes.

20             MS. NELSON:  What we intend to do, Mr. Poe,

21 is take the contact information we get and any time

22 anything new is updated, we'll send out e-mails to

23 everyone that has participated in the process.  So, once

24 we get at that data from Doug we'll send that out and

25 that's kind of everyone's kind of clue to jump in.  But
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1 one thing I've learned about these meetings is that this

2 is really important.

3             This kind of the piece again about the

4 communities of interest, it sounds like that is one

5 thing they are really interested in, taking a look at

6 all this and making sure we give feedback into those

7 communities of interest for us.

8             MR. JOHNSON:  And the goal with the six

9 concepts that we were talking about is to kind of start

10 the process.  They will, as Steve was saying, attempt to

11 illustrate all the different options.  Some of them in

12 all likelihood will unanimously be considered bad

13 options, but the object is to throw out those options

14 and get people talking about it.

15             I always say I view this process that starts

16 with consultant drawn plans that come from outside

17 consultants and the goal is by the time the community

18 comments and the community suggests changes and the

19 council comments on it and submits changes, that the map

20 evolves from this being the consultant's idea to really

21 being owned by the city and the community itself when

22 you get to the final maps and many times more and more,

23 as our tool kits get better and better and more and more

24 useful, we see jurisdictions, adopt plans drawn by

25 residents, which I love, which means we have the public
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1 engaged.

2             MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  If, I'm, we're thinking

3 about current 2010, based off of 2000 and 2010, this

4 great growth point, and we're going to get great growth

5 again up north and we keep talking about Westbrook

6 Village blocks everything from moving through.  I think

7 we have to look at Westbrook Village doesn't make the

8 decision for the entire city, so we may need to break a

9 couple of districts through there so that they can grow

10 again in the next election in the north so that we don't

11 have that problem next time.

12             MR. POE:  Can we quote you in the Westbrook

13 Village newspaper?

14             MR. AAMES:  Sure.  There are more citizens

15 in Peoria than Westbrook Village.

16             MS. CARLAT:  It's true.  Their desires and

17 votes are no less important than anybody else.  If they

18 truly want to be kept together as a block, the whole

19 purpose of districting is to not dilute anybody's voting

20 strength, if you will, and I think that that's something

21 we need to preserve.

22             MR. AAMES:  It doesn't hurt their voting

23 strength.  They all get to vote.

24             MS. CARLAT:  Of course, but they feel that

25 their representation has a different strength.
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1             MR. BERCU:  Being in compliance with the

2 law, as we say, with redistricting to, so that our

3 elected officials are balanced in a number of the

4 population and also taking into consideration that

5 minority population, which is located in one area,

6 everything has to move north and it's just, I'm

7 comfortable in this district here, but if there was a

8 viable and, you know, a viable reason that I didn't have

9 to be, then I couldn't be, then I would accept that for

10 the good of the city, good of the people, all people in

11 the city.  So I would go on record that the exclusivity

12 of any neighborhood or association is wrong.

13             MR. JOHNSON:  What do you guys define as

14 your neighborhoods?  Do you live in particular

15 homeowner's associations and think of them as your

16 community or how do you define your neighborhood if

17 someone from Scottsdale asks you what part of Peoria you

18 live in?

19             MR. BERCU:  Windmill.

20             MS. POTTER:  Cactus and Thunderbird.

21             MR. JOHNSON:  By the roads.

22             MR. POE:  By major streets.

23             MS. POTTER:  75th to 87 Avenue.

24             MR. BERCU:  Just over my fence to the new

25 neighborhood.
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1             MR. AAMES:  Windmill is an HOA?

2             MR. BERCU:  No.

3             MR. AAMES:  A lot are not an HOA.

4             MS. POTTER:  They act like one.

5             MR. BERCU:  Only where you are.

6             MR. JOHNSON:  HOAs are kind of defined

7 communities, but it doesn't make any undefined

8 communities any less as well.  That makes sense.

9             MS. POTTER:  For the population it's

10 probably possible to move northward, maybe with some

11 jogs and bits, but kind of slide everything north and

12 keep Acacia with what it needs.  Pine is already about

13 right.  Palo Verde can kind of, and Willow can kind of

14 slide up Ironwood and Mesquite could kind of slide up

15 and would depend on the population.  It looks to me

16 looking at the map it would be fairly reasonable to do.

17             MR. JOHNSON:  The only problem is that given

18 the numbers we have at this point, if Ironwood moves

19 north, the whole thing moves north.  Just by sliding

20 north you have maybe this top green part in Ironwood but

21 it would push them straight north.

22             MS. POTTER:  It would have to go up, yes.

23             MR. JOHNSON:  Maybe like he said, we need to

24 come north to line it up and avoid the disruption.  We

25 are definitely looking for ideas like that and
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1 definitely key in when the concepts come out because

2 that, the other piece will do with the kits and put the

3 concepts out as kits, people like one of the concepts

4 best but want changes.  You can do that without having

5 to draw the whole plan.  If you want two districts

6 changed in concept B, simply take the base for B and

7 edit those two districts.  We do a lot with the kits.

8             You may remember that from 2001 we had an

9 Excel spreadsheet so people that were comfortable with

10 Excel can work with the same paper map.  Instead of

11 adding the numbers up yourself, you assign it district

12 A, B, C, D, and Excel does all the map for you.  We are

13 doing that again.  So if you are comfortable with

14 that --

15             MR. AAMES:  We're going to have that

16 available?

17             MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

18             MR. AAMES:  I thought you would.

19             MR. KEMP:  Not interactive maps, but, for

20 example, you can pull up your map and use our mouse to

21 draw the lines, but we will have Excel spreadsheets

22 where you can fill out with links and sums for that

23 data.  The software for interactive mapping has been

24 developed but it is expensive.  You will see that

25 probably the next time we do this within the next ten
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1 years.  This will be the last time it is done in this

2 fashion.  That software is very recent and it is

3 extremely expensive proposition.

4             MR. AAMES:  Excel has broken it down by

5 blocks or --

6             MR. JOHNSON:  We do what is called

7 population units.  They are consensus blocks, but to

8 simplify, if one block is completely enclosed in

9 another, there's no option to put it somewhere else, we

10 will simplify it for people and combine that into one.

11 If we did tracks consensus, tracks is a little too big,

12 it doesn't give people the flexibility, they are close

13 to the census blocks group, and we tell people if you

14 can't quite get the line where you want it, just split

15 it and when we get on the computer we can go more fine

16 tuned.

17             MS. CARLAT:  When does that Excel

18 spreadsheet come out?

19             MR. JOHNSON:  After the census data comes

20 out.  We'll see the timing on the census and the kits,

21 but it will all be fairly fast.

22             MR. AAMES:  You are making the six choices

23 before that?

24             MR. KEMP:  No.  The six choices won't be

25 coming to the public until May.  We will see the census
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1 data.  By law it has to be out before April 15th, so

2 they're talking right now around April 1, so the hope

3 would be as soon as we get that then we will put

4 together the Excel spreadsheet rather quickly, but not

5 the north and south public hearings until the middle of

6 May.

7             MR. JOHNSON:  One thing I do recommend is

8 like the person that already sent in their community of

9 interest input, it is a lot easier to send in your

10 comments early so that when the concepts and the public

11 is drawing their plans and are in the process, people

12 know it is a lot easier to get your community into the

13 plan at the beginning, than to go back and get consensus

14 to change your plan later on definitely as you have sent

15 them in as soon as possible.

16             MR. KEMP:  You can submit as many kits as

17 you want.  We once had a citizen, I believe it was in

18 the 1995 redistricting, submit 11 citizen kits.  So as

19 many --

20             MR. AAMES:  Is that what --

21             MS. EVANS:  It doesn't mean votes or

22 anything.

23             MR. JOHNSON:  We get questions, someone will

24 say, if I drew a plan I like should I get my 30

25 neighbors to send in the same plan.  No.  They don't



DEPOSITION OF REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - 2/7/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

36

1 have to send in a copy of the map, they can send in a

2 note, we like Joe Smith 2, or Joe Smith 11.  There's

3 nothing about votes for plans, it is the council

4 deciding they want to know different opinions and hear

5 what people think.  If you have a hundred signatures

6 backing your plan, the council can take that into

7 consideration and you send the plan.

8             MR. LEONE:  Do they look at these maps that

9 the citizen sent in the last time we did, what was it

10 2000?  A lot of people send maps in and they didn't pay

11 no attention to them.

12             MR. KEMP:  We do.  A good example is the

13 Palo Verde District as the result of a citizen kit

14 suggestion.  One of the difficulties with the Pine

15 District is the Pine District how we move those impacts

16 affect the contents of Acacia.  In all honesty, it is

17 difficult to move the Pine District boundary.  Anything

18 we do creates a regression issue of Acacia and Pine

19 District.  That is one of the issues and the same is

20 true with Palo Verde and Willow to a degree to the

21 south.  When we move those boundaries we create an issue

22 with Acacia.

23             MS. NELSON:  It looks like we have five more

24 minutes.  We have to take our show on the road to the

25 next meeting.  If we have maybe some final comments here
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1 or questions, or if you need anything answered, feel

2 free to fill out a comment card and we can collect that

3 information.

4             MR. JOHNSON:  And the city clerk's contact

5 info is on the first page of this.  If you have a

6 thought tonight, tomorrow, a week from now, we'd love to

7 hear from you.  Any last thoughts?  Guess not.

8

9  (The proceedings concluded at 5:52 p.m., February 7,

10 2010, at which time Exhibits 1 through 4 are marked.)
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1                    P R O C E E D I N G S

2

3           MS. NELSON:  Thank you so much for coming.  We

4 really appreciate the attendance.  As you can see, we're

5 kind of scrambling for chairs at the last minute.  So it's a

6 tight schedule tonight.  Most of you got an agenda, but we

7 ran out of agendas.

8           So as you can see, we're going to go till about

9 5:55 tonight.  So we've got to keep -- we've got to keep

10 things moving along, because we actually have another

11 meeting to attend after this one further up north.  If you

12 want to come up there with us, you're more than welcome to,

13 okay.

14           What's going to happen tonight, we're going to

15 talk about the redistricting process.  Those two fine

16 gentlemen in the front are going to go over your citizen

17 kit.  So I think I gave one to everybody, but if you don't

18 have one, throw up your hands and -- this is the citizen

19 kit.  That's what this -- that's what this document is.

20           And as Doug and Steve are presenting, I'm going to

21 go around and I'll hand out extra maps and that kind of

22 thing.  So just kind of ignore me.  I'll try not to make too

23 much noise so we can get going.  I'm going to turn the floor

24 over to Doug and Steve.  We do have a court reporter in the

25 room, and then we also have a translator right here in the
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1 back in case anybody needs one.

2           The court reporter is just here to take a

3 transcript of the kind of comments and questions that are

4 being asked and answered.  So that's why she's here.  So any

5 initial questions before we get started, or should we just

6 dive right in?  Dive right in.

7           MR. KEMP:  Good evening.  My name is Steve Kemp.

8 I'm the City Attorney and together with Wanda Nelson, we are

9 the City staff that is overseeing the redistricting process.

10 And with us tonight we have Doug Johnson, who is a

11 consultant of the City with National Demographics Group, who

12 is assisting us in this process.

13           And what is involved in redistricting is by law,

14 every time we do a census, we have to adjust the boundaries

15 of City Council districts.  This doesn't change your taxes.

16 It doesn't change who provides fire service.  It doesn't

17 change who provides police service.  It doesn't affect any

18 of those.

19           What it does affect is who may be your

20 representative on the City Council.  And we did not have to

21 do it in 2005 because there was not a mid-decennial census.

22 So this would be the first redistricting since 2000.

23           Now, you've been passed out a variety of things

24 tonight and as Wanda mentioned, we have a court reporter

25 here because -- and I'll explain why that is.  But if you're
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1 going to make a comment or ask a question, please give her

2 your name because she has to keep a record of your names.

3           Now, in Arizona, we have only four principles that

4 underlie redistricting.  The first is we have to have

5 districts of equal population.  You can't have too many in

6 one and too few in another.  They have to be basically

7 equal.

8           The second thing is Arizona is one of 17 states

9 that is subject to having all of its election law changes,

10 including districts, approved by the U.S. Department of

11 Justice.  And we have to actually justify at the end of the

12 day what we've done to the U.S. Department of Justice, and

13 they have the right to reject the City's plan.

14           So as part of that, we have to keep a complete

15 record of these proceedings, which is why we have the court

16 reporter here.  And we also have to provide translation

17 services so that all of our citizens can participate.

18           So if a citizen does feel more comfortable asking

19 their question in Spanish as compared to English, we have a

20 person here who can do that for them.

21           Third, in addition to the issue of equality and

22 meeting the Department of Justice guidelines, we also have

23 to have districts -- districts are contiguous.  You can't

24 have a piece up north and a piece down south separated by

25 other districts.  They have to be contiguous.
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1           And then finally, we look at what we call

2 communities of interest.  Now, a great example of a

3 community of interest is Westbrook Village, and I wonder how

4 many people here tonight are from Westbrook Village.  Okay.

5 Well, Westbrook Village is a community of interest.

6           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How many people are not

7 from Westbrook Village?

8           UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Case dismissed.

9           MR. KEMP:  And communities of interest are

10 basically areas of -- that have an identification.  If I was

11 to ask somebody from Westbrook, "Where do you live?"  I

12 suspect you'd probably say, "I live in Westbrook Village" as

13 compared to as living in Peoria, or "I live somewhere else."

14 It's a sense of it's a unique community to it.  And those

15 are considered.

16           Now, for example, I cannot always tell you that a

17 community of interest could not be separated.  But

18 generally, one of the things we try to do in the

19 redistricting process is we try to keep communities of

20 interest together.  And just out of curiosity, for all of

21 those here from Westbrook, how many of you would like to

22 stay in the same district?

23           (Showing hands.)

24           MR. KEMP:  Okay.

25           A VOICE:  Meeting adjourned.



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

(602) 230-1030
Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC

7

1           MR. KEMP:  That tells us a lot right there.

2           A VOICE:  How many would not?

3           MR. KEMP:  We do consider that as one of the

4 factors, but those facts are like fourth on the list.  The

5 factors of equal population, Justice Department approval and

6 being contiguous come ahead of that.

7           One thing we don't consider is where existing

8 council members live.  We don't.  And, in fact,

9 redistricting in Peoria is done pursuant to the City charter

10 and the voters put it in the charter in 1989 and one of the

11 things they expressly said is, "Don't consider where the

12 City Council members live."

13           In fact, in the 2000 redistricting, the City

14 Council member for the Mesquite District actually ended up

15 in Ironwood and in prior redistricting, we have come very

16 close to doing that.

17           So where your City Council member currently lives

18 has nothing to do with where the district boundaries will

19 be.  We neither consider where they live in terms of

20 including them, excluding them.  We don't consider it at

21 all.  We consider these other factors.

22           Now, with that, I'm going to go ahead and turn the

23 floor over to Doug, who can tell you about the citizen kit.

24 And a couple things just in general about the citizen kit is

25 you can submit those at any time.  The schedule for
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1 redistricting is -- is that we will not have the census

2 information back and tracked until sometime in early April,

3 and when that's available, if you give us your e-mail, we

4 will let you know, as well as we will put it up on the

5 website.

6           After we get that information, we will then come

7 up with six redistricting concepts and some of those might

8 be pretty different, kind of out of the box.  But they'll be

9 six concepts, which we will take on the road, and we will

10 have more public meetings for citizens to look at those

11 concepts and give us your comments, thoughts and

12 suggestions.

13           Based on the factors that I've enunciated, we will

14 look at the ones that are most likely to obtain Justice

15 Department approval and meet the requirements of law, and we

16 will submit three of those to the City Council for their

17 review.

18           And they will go through a process of going from

19 those three to a concept that will be the recommended

20 concept that we submit to the Department of Justice.

21           Those hearings in front of the City Council will

22 be in study sessions until June and the trip on the road

23 will be in May, and we are planning to submit the final

24 version to City Council at its July 5th meeting because

25 after Council approves a recommended concept, we have to do
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1 all of the work of submitting it to the Department of

2 Justice and getting it approved by the Department of

3 Justice.  And the intent is to have the new districts in

4 place for the 2012 elections.

5           And roughly a year from now, candidates will be

6 pulling packets for the 2012 elections.  I know 2010 seemed

7 just like yesterday, but 2012 is moving right along.

8           And so that's kind of what dictates this time

9 line.  So with that, Doug, I'm going to turn the floor over

10 to you.

11           MR. JOHNSON:  We'll try to keep this a little

12 short so there's plenty of time for discussion, given the

13 size of this audience.

14           Again, I'm Douglas Johnson from National

15 Demographics.  Usually we're doing this in small rooms and

16 just a few interested people.  This is a phenomenal turnout.

17 So thank you all for coming out tonight.

18           Oh, if you guys want, there's a couple of seats on

19 the side, too.  You're okay on the couch.  Okay.  Let me say

20 I'm a little overwhelmed.  Let me walk through the kits, I

21 guess, probably the way to start and first let me just give

22 kudos to the City Clerk, I can't believe we actually had

23 enough copies of this today.

24           MS. NELSON:  We were forewarned.

25           MR. JOHNSON:  It's very good planning.  These kits
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1 are to get your input.  As Steve mentioned, there are the

2 legal requirements, the must dos that we have to follow in

3 this process, both federal and charter rules.  But that

4 doesn't really draw the lines for us.  That gives us

5 something that we have to do, but at least most of the city

6 still will be figured out.

7           What that usually comes down to are things like

8 following visible -- visible boundaries, both manmade and

9 natural, things like rivers, freeways, big streets.

10           And really the catch-all category called

11 "communities of interest."  And so these kits are designed

12 to try to get your thoughts and the thoughts of everyone in

13 Peoria on what are your communities of interest, which is a

14 redistricting jargon term for your neighbors.

15           And just as Steve was saying, really the question

16 is when someone asks you, "Where do you live in Peoria,"

17 that doesn't know like streets and intersections, how do you

18 answer it?  From the showing of hands, I'm guessing most of

19 you are Westbrook Village, and that's exactly the feedback

20 we're looking to get.

21           So let me walk through this and give you a sense

22 of other things that you might be able to use or that other

23 people in the city may use to define their communities, too.

24           The first page is just a list of what's in here

25 and then how to submit this.  You can drop it off tonight.
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1 You can send it in my e-mail if you download the version and

2 get it electronically off the website.  You can just e-mail

3 it right back.  You can fax it.  You can mail it.  The City

4 Clerk's Office has been great about any way you want to send

5 it in, we'll take it, because we're looking for as much

6 input as we can get.

7           As the City Attorney mentioned, everything in here

8 is in both English and Spanish to make sure that we're fully

9 complying with all the pre-clearance requirements.

10           On the third page is a first of a couple pages of

11 data.  As was already mentioned, we're still waiting for the

12 main census data.  It should come out mid March to -- and

13 then we'll have it -- or late March and we'll have it ready

14 for use by mid April is our target.

15           But just for reference, at the top is the old 2000

16 census data.  You see a total population for each district,

17 Hispanics, NH for nonHispanics or not Hispanic, white,

18 black.  These are the standard census categories.

19           Perhaps more relevant to the current round is the

20 two boxes at the bottom, which are two different ways of

21 estimating population.  We'll get a specific number from the

22 census, but just to have a sense of where we're going with

23 this, on the left -- the left bottom box is population

24 estimation based on utility hookups, and on the right is

25 population estimated by a census survey called the American
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1 Community Survey.

2           Neither one of these is right or wrong.  They're

3 both estimates, but the trend is clear.  Mesquite is huge.

4 It's grown about 90 percent in population since 2000, almost

5 double.  And -- or it's almost double the size of a

6 district.  It's more than doubled in population.

7           And then Acacia is the one that has grown the

8 least.  So we have all this population.  Sorry for the map.

9 We had to move it back a little bit to get it out of the

10 way.  No surprise, you guys know this area, but everyone's

11 up north and this is the trend that we've seen in every

12 redistricting that the City's done.  Growth happens in the

13 north.  Growth is happening in the south, too, it's just

14 nowhere near the rate of up north.

15           And the number of districts doesn't change.  Every

16 redistricting you go in with six, and you come out with six.

17           A VOICE:  Why doesn't the number change?

18           MR. KEMP:  Because the City charter establishes

19 six districts and a mayor.  So the voter would actually have

20 to approve a City charter amendment increasing the size of

21 the City Council in order for the number of districts to

22 change.

23           A VOICE:  Doesn't it seem like we'd to be going

24 through this every time because that's where all the growth

25 opportunity is?
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1           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  I mean, every ten years the

2 district boundaries -- every census and district boundaries

3 have changed.  For example, I used to live in -- off of

4 Cactus Road and 75th Avenue.  That area had started out in

5 the Mesquite district.  It then went into the Palo Verde

6 district and it has gone into the Willow district.  So it's

7 been in three council districts, and there will be a

8 significant part of Peoria, primarily south of Beardsley

9 Road, that over the next few censuses will likely have that

10 experience because unless the charter is changed, we are

11 limited to six council members.

12           MR. JOHNSON:  Can you state your name for the

13 reporter?

14           MR. FLETCHER:  Gerald Fletcher, Westbrook Village.

15 Why don't we just bite the bullet and split Mesquite into

16 two districts or two -- and then we don't have to keep

17 worrying about what's going to happen to Ironwood.

18           MR. KEMP:  That could well happen as part of the

19 redistricting plan.  One of the concepts might well be to

20 take an existing district in the south and simply combine.

21 We have right now five districts in the south, convert those

22 into four districts, and you could take an existing district

23 in the south, move the whole district up north.  And that

24 could certainly be a concept.

25           That might be one of the six concepts that is put
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1 on the vote for public comment and input in May, is we could

2 very easily do a concept where we move a district.  It would

3 be -- it would be something very out of the box, but that

4 could very easily be a concept.

5           A VOICE:  I'm the president of the Westbrook

6 Village Homeowners' Association.  I have a question about

7 are we going to consider having a seventh district, even

8 though it would mean changing City charter?  Is that -- is

9 that likely to be one of the options?

10           MR. KEMP:  No, it won't happen as part of this

11 redistricting because the earliest the charter amendment

12 could go to the voters, unless we did a special election,

13 would be September of 2012.  Then that has to be signed off

14 by the governor.  So it would likely be 2013 before that

15 seventh district could be added.

16           A VOICE:  So the answer to the question -- six

17 districts for this exercise --

18           MR. KEMP:  This will be based on six districts.

19 It will take that charter amendment and subsequent

20 redistricting to do the seventh district.

21           MR. JOHNSON:  Let me add to that.  Mesquite is

22 essentially two districts.  It's a little unusual, but even

23 if you added a seventh district, you would still have to go

24 through redistricting, even if the districts are off by only

25 ten percent or 15 or 20 percent.  They still have to be
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1 rebalanced every ten years.  The courts have been very

2 specific about -- there's a small deviation allowed, but not

3 ten or 15 percent per district.

4           So even if you did add a district in and kind of

5 solved the there's two districts of Mesquite issue, you'd

6 still have to redraw the lines and go through this.

7           So that is the deviation table.  The next couple

8 pages are some data just for people who are interested.  Use

9 it, ignore it at your option.  One of the things that is

10 sometimes used for defining communities of interest is data

11 from the American Community Survey, and what used to be

12 known as the old census long form.  There's data in there

13 about immigration status, people who speak English at home,

14 people who work in similar professions, people who have

15 lived in the area the same amount of time versus longer

16 amount of time.

17           All these kind of social/demographic/economic

18 factors are all in that data.  So we put just a taste of it

19 in here.  And people who want to define the community by

20 looking at immigration, you know, new arrivals versus old

21 arrivals, whether they're from other countries, from other

22 states, all that data is in the American Community Survey,

23 and we put some of it in here.

24           In terms of ethnicity, on the next page, is born

25 in the U.S., in another state, born in Arizona, born in a
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1 foreign country, naturalized versus not yet citizen

2 population.  And then on the last page there's income data.

3 This is really just to give you a flavor for what's out

4 there in terms of when looking to define a community, you

5 can use all these data sources or not.  Again, this is all

6 at your option.

7           MS. DARE:  May name is Joan Dare, and I'm from

8 Westbrook.  But looking at these statistics, it's

9 interesting to me when they were taking a census and I

10 haven't gotten an answer from anybody locally or federally.

11 You were very concerned about everybody being counted so if

12 they were here legally or not, because I realize that does

13 help lay out a census that they don't share information.

14           But when the question was asked if there was

15 anybody from Canada that got census forms because there are

16 people that live in Westbrook, they're not allowed in any of

17 these statistics.  Why not?  What is the push to get one

18 group counted and be indifferent about the other group?

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, someone gave you wrong

20 information about people from Canada.  It's anyone who's

21 residing in a home or any other kind of residence in the

22 United States on census day April 1st of 2010 they want to

23 count.

24           We have this debate every decade in Arizona where

25 people say, "Well, if they did it in February, we'd have
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1 twice as many people."  On the flip side, if you did it in

2 mid August, you'd only have half.  So April 1st is kind of a

3 nice compromise.

4           MS. DARE:  Well, the person came up to talk about

5 that seemed very sure, and I think he was right, that if you

6 received a census form in Arizona, which you probably did

7 not, wherever else you might have had a home.  I have

8 friends that come out for a big chunk of the winter to Sun

9 City Grand.

10           The census form said wherever you are April 1st,

11 that's where you were supposed to send it in from.  When the

12 gentleman came out to Westbrook, he said, "If you feel your

13 primary residence is in another state, you send this form in

14 with a zero on it, and then when you go home, then there

15 will be counted places all over and you go in there and pick

16 up a form to fill it in where you have the primary

17 residence."

18           Well, he was right.  They received the form here,

19 but not in the state they were from.  They filled it in

20 here, but they do everything from their primary residence.

21 So they got counted --

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, forgive me for cutting you off

23 a little bit, but essentially the census numbers were the

24 census numbers.  And you raise a valid question about how

25 the census is done, but it's not going to be something we
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1 debate in this process.

2           MR. KEMP:  And that can happen.  We're required,

3 whatever the census numbers are, good, bad or indifferent,

4 when those come out in the end of March or early April,

5 we'll be required to use those numbers.

6           Now, I would tell you in every census has there

7 been some undercounting?  Absolutely.  There was

8 undercounting in the 2000 census.  No question about it.

9           The fact is, though, we're required to use those

10 numbers, even though there may have been an undercounting.

11 We can't make adjustments for those numbers.

12           MS. DARE:  I guess that's my question.  How much

13 of this is estimates and who makes the estimates and

14 percentages based on?

15           MR. JOHNSON:  We use the census data essentially

16 what it comes down, because the law says we have to.

17           MR. KEMP:  The census data that will be out in

18 about a month will be what we use, and that's the official

19 data from the census, and we have to use that and that'll be

20 what we use.

21           MR. JOHNSON:  And if you tried to use anything

22 else, the Department of Justice would send it back to us and

23 say, "Do it again."

24           MS. DARE:  When I helped do the '80 census back in

25 '79, they didn't ask all these questions.
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1           MR. JOHNSON:  And they don't ask these questions

2 in the short form census.  These are from a separate census

3 survey called the American Community Survey.

4           MS. DARE:  Who does that?

5           MR. JOHNSON:  The Census Bureau.

6           MR. KEMP:  The Census Bureau.  It basically took

7 the place of a long form.  In recent years, they've changed

8 sort of the format for how they do the census, and one of

9 the things they've come up with now is what they call the

10 American Community Survey, which is a survey that can be

11 used by governments to get more detailed data.

12           So that is done by the census.  It's just really a

13 way of getting more detailed data about your community.

14           MR. JOHNSON:  And I'm happy actually to discuss it

15 more afterwards.  Just given we're locked into an hour here,

16 be sure --

17           MR. RIEDEL:  Pete Riedel.  I'd like to know what

18 the VAP stands for?

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, sorry.  Good question.

20           MS. NELSON:  Could you repeat the question for us

21 back here?

22           MR. JOHNSON:  He was asking what VAP stands for.

23 Excellent question.  It stands for "voting age population."

24 So the census data actually comes out with two numbers.

25 It's the total and then the voting age population.  It's
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1 everyone who's 18 or older.

2           MR. RIEDEL:  CVAP is Canadian age voting pop- --

3           MR. JOHNSON:  Good.  We boo them.  No, he was

4 asking if CVAP was Canadian.  It's citizen voting age

5 population.  As you probably know, the regular census

6 doesn't ask about citizenship, but the American Community

7 Survey does.  So we do have an estimate of that.  So, yes.

8           Sorry, patiently waiting.

9           MR. WILLIAMS:  Christian Williams.  I'm in the

10 Ironwood District.  I have a question.  I heard that in the

11 2000 go-around at this, our city had to supply some DOJ

12 thing where -- Department of Justice thing where we had to

13 make certain districts kind of gerrymander them because of

14 certain ethnic group or whatever that lives there, and do we

15 have to do that this go-around because our city's more or

16 less very integrated and changed, and we have a low minority

17 population?

18           Are we able to do more natural boundaries and just

19 move the boundaries north as opposed to making boundaries

20 like Willow where it's kind of like straddling the hourglass

21 portion of our city where it's all kind of ran around

22 neighborhood boundaries?

23           MR. KEMP:  The answer to that is yes.  We will

24 have to consider minority population because of Arizona is

25 one of 17 states subject to the Voting Rights Act.  One of
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1 the things that Act requires is that we have to provide

2 minority voters, which in Arizona is primarily Latino,

3 reasonable opportunity to elect representatives of their

4 choice in districts of what we call minority influence.  In

5 Peoria, that's the Acacia district, which is this district

6 up here (indicating) in purple, and that is a district that

7 we are required to make efforts to maintain the percentage

8 of minority population.  Yes.

9           MR. WILLIAMS:  I have a follow-up and my follow-up

10 is it seems like over the last ten years, that Hispanic

11 population has moved further north.  So are they going to

12 have to make this district like in ten different pieces and

13 write up a right-of-way, or are they able to say, "We don't

14 have a huge minority area of Hispanics here.  We're just

15 going to make them all" --

16           MR. KEMP:  That is an excellent question, because

17 that concept is a legal term called "retrogression," which

18 in common, everyday language means the Hispanic population,

19 just like every other population, as it increases in income,

20 looks for other housing choices and has disbursed throughout

21 the community.

22           One of the things the Department of Justice

23 requires is, well -- they say, "Well, that's all well and

24 good, but you're going to have to show us that you undertook

25 every possible effort to maintain the minority content of
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1 the Acacia district at its currents level."

2           We could not do it in 2000.  We tried.  There was

3 no way.  It actually dropped about four percent.  I think we

4 will have an extraordinarily difficult time maintaining it

5 at the current percentage rates in 2010.  However, the

6 Justice Department has even adopted even more stringent

7 rules than they had in 2000.

8           So the answer is going to be, you are going to see

9 some unusual boundaries for the Acacia district as we try to

10 meet the mandates of the Department of Justice.

11           MR. WILLIAMS:  Is there a possibility to move the

12 regression from Acacia to another district, say Palo Verde

13 or someplace where it's going to be like basically snagging

14 different little -- five people living randomly?

15           MR. KEMP:  Well, we would try to meet the compact

16 guidelines, as well, but, yes, Acacia is going to be the

17 minority influence district and Acacia is going to pose some

18 extreme challenges for us in the redistricting process,

19 because of the retrogression in population in that district.

20 It's going to be challenging.

21           MR. JOHNSON:  And this is where the community of

22 interest piece actually fits into that, as well, which is we

23 don't just draw a line and go around and grab every

24 Hispanic, you know, coming all the way up here (indicating)

25 or anything like that.
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1           It is a goal both to meet the pre-clearance

2 requirement to keep it as -- maintain their ability to elect

3 is the phrase they want, or that they use, but it's also by

4 communities.  So there actually is -- it's a window that the

5 City has to hit.  You can't fall short and you can't go too

6 far.  So you do -- there are limits on the other end of how

7 crazy the district can look, but it is a window that we've

8 worked with before.

9           Actually, the reference to different districts

10 brings us to the next page of this, which is a map of the

11 districts, and it also has the one-mile roads, the major

12 roads going through town.  And often in Arizona, especially

13 around here, those are used as district borders and

14 considered fairly good delineations of communities or one

15 possible delineation of communities.

16           So that map is there to show you that so that you

17 can, if you want to, draw right on here and say, you know,

18 "Here is our area.  Please keep this together as a community

19 of interest," or to draw multiple communities of interest.

20           This is the other thing you can do with these kits

21 is you can draw your community and surrounding communities

22 as you view them and say, "Please keep us with this area"

23 or, "Please, put us in a different district from this area."

24           The latter option always sounds a little weird and

25 people are nervous to do it, but there are certainly
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1 situations where it makes sense.

2           For example, if you have one community of interest

3 that is, you know, senior retired active-living community

4 with extremely high turnout and another area that is, you

5 know, hard to reach, hard to motivate, you know, new

6 arrivals that are less likely to turn out, but that still

7 need a voice in City Council, it may make sense to say,

8 "Look, we each should have our different voices at City

9 Council."

10           So we are looking for -- primarily for what is

11 your community of interest, but also what communities around

12 you make sense to put in the same district with you versus

13 in a separate district.  So that's one way of doing it is by

14 looking at the major roads.

15           The next map shows homeowners' associations and if

16 you look closely, there are gray lines showing the borders

17 of all the homeowners' associations in the city.  Obviously,

18 there are a lot and there's a limit to what we can put on an

19 eight-and-a-half-by-11 page.  So not all the titles are

20 there, but trust me, they're all in the computer that made

21 this map.

22           MR. KEMP:  When we go on the road in May, we'll

23 have more of a PowerPoint presentation where you actually

24 will be able to see all of them.

25           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  So if you want to point out
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1 your homeowners' association or, you know, circle three or

2 four HOAs that have similar interests and it might make

3 sense to group as one community in the district.  Feel free

4 to draw it on this map, even if the label is not there when

5 we put it in the computers, we know what's there.

6           MR. BRILL:  Fred Brill from Westbrook Village.  In

7 looking at the map of the homeowners' association, it's easy

8 for us to say, "Keep Westbrook Village together.  We all

9 want that."  Is there any way for us to -- I mean, if we're

10 going to say more than that, like, "Oh, why don't you do it

11 this way," is there any way for us to get population data

12 broken down more than what you have here just by districts,

13 because if I look underneath Westbrook, you've got Star

14 Summit, Hunter Ridge.  I don't know how many people are

15 there.  If we're trying to get the populations of these

16 districts closer to together, I mean, you can move lines

17 around, but if you don't know populations, it doesn't make

18 any sense.

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Right.  This kit is aimed at, "Let's

20 define our communities now."  Essentially, I look at

21 redistricting as a puzzle and we're trying to figure out at

22 this stage what are our puzzle pieces.  But you're right.

23 We don't know how many pieces are going to be needed in each

24 district.

25           Once the census data becomes available, this kit
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1 will be expanded, and if you signed in and gave your e-mail

2 address, you'll get an e-mail saying, "This is ready."

3 There will be all -- all of the census data will be given

4 out so that you can draw your own maps of whole districts

5 and add the numbers up.  We do it both in paper just like

6 this.  And for those that participated in 2000 and before,

7 you may remember the kits where you can add the numbers up

8 yourself.

9           We also now have an Excel version for those who

10 are comfortable in Microsoft Excel where you use the same

11 paper math, but instead of having to add the numbers up

12 yourself, they're -- all the little census units are listed

13 and you simply put district A, B, C, D, E and Excel will do

14 all the math on a separate sheet.  So that has led to an

15 explosion in participation as people who previously spent

16 two weeks doing one map now realize they can do a map in

17 about an hour and send in seven, eight, 12, but we love it.

18 The more ideas and the more suggestions we can get to the

19 Council, the better.

20           MR. PEARSON:  For those who don't have e-mail

21 addresses, how can they receive that information?

22           THE COURT REPORTER:  And your name?

23           MR. PEARSON:  Dave Pearson.

24           MR. KEMP:  There is a sign-up sheet in the back

25 where anyone who has attended can sign up.  If you sign up
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1 and give your address, then the City Clerk's Office can get

2 that information to you by regular mail, once we have it.

3           And so if you have an e-mail address, obviously,

4 we'll do it that way.  It's faster, quicker.  But if you

5 have regular mail, just sign the sign-in sheet with your

6 name and address and we are able to do it through

7 traditional mail.

8           MS. NELSON:  We actually have some blue sheets on

9 the table here, if folks want to take those.  Those are our

10 comment cards and you can fill those out and leave your

11 contact information, and we can get more -- more kits to you

12 that way, as well.

13           MR. JOHNSON:  It's been great.  We actually

14 already got one community of interest map in and we just got

15 our first comment card in.  So it's been good seeing people

16 already engage in this process.

17           And we have two comments in the back.  And your

18 name?

19           MS. FISH:  Nona Fish.  I'm on the time line.

20           MR. JOHNSON:  The time line on the kits you're

21 talking about, the details?

22           MS. FISH:  When you get the information from the

23 Census Bureau, for one thing.  And another is when this is

24 projected to number crunched and put the maps out.

25           MR. KEMP:  Certainly the kits can be submitted at
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1 any time until City Council approval.  I will encourage you

2 to submit the kits sooner than later, because the sooner we

3 have the kits, the more we're able to take that input into

4 account.  We are looking at doing six concept maps and

5 having those out in the community in May.

6           So to me, the time to submit the kits is merely

7 between now and say the first of May.  And the longer you

8 wait after May, the more difficult it is for us to consider

9 your input, because we have a time frame that has to lead to

10 City Council discussion in June.

11           So really not -- between now and the end of April,

12 first of May is the time to do the kits.

13           MR. JOHNSON:  And, yeah, and let me just agree

14 with everything you just said and add to it, too.  Once the

15 concept plans come out, we'll put them up as kits as kind of

16 a predone kit.  So if you want to make changes to one of the

17 concepts that came out, you don't have to draw the whole

18 plan into the kit.  You can just change what you want to

19 change.

20           MR. WILLIAMS:  Christian Williams, Ironwood

21 district.  Is the data for the areas that you're talking

22 about in Excel, is that going to be aggregated by the census

23 block or at what level is that data assembled?

24           MR. JOHNSON:  We start with block data.  We

25 actually make kind of our own custom geography because
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1 tracts are really big and blocks are really tiny.  So what

2 we try to do is use the most, I guess, detailed number that

3 doesn't overwhelm people, but still gives you flexibility.

4           So, for example, if one census block is completely

5 inside of another one, we'll collapse the two together

6 because the inside one has to go with the bigger one.  So it

7 works out to be about census block group if you really know

8 your geography, but they are custom units.

9           MR. WILLIAMS:  And my second question is:  Most --

10 like one-third of our city lives north of Beardsley Road

11 essentially and most of the council members live south of

12 Bell Road.  So it's my understanding that the Council gets

13 to vote on the final culmination of how these districts

14 look.

15           Wouldn't it pose somewhat of a conflict that one

16 council member gets squished in one or two council members

17 in another district and how does that --

18           MR. KEMP:  I'll address that.  To some degree.

19 Essentially at the end of the day, yes, Council votes on it.

20 What staff will do is when we submit the three plans to

21 Council for their consideration, we're not looking at the

22 politics of that.

23           There's three elected officials in the audience.

24 They can look at that.  What we will be looking at is:  What

25 are the three plans most likely to, A, obtain Justice
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1 Department approval and, two, meet the legal requirements

2 and the other requirements.

3           For example, we look at county precinct

4 boundaries.  How is this going to affect in terms of

5 election management, how it's running elections.  We look at

6 those things.  Those are going to be the factors that we

7 look at in the plans we submit.

8           Now, in terms of -- we've had plans and every

9 redistricting I have been involved with and this is my

10 fifth -- we have had plans, which have put two elected

11 officials in a district.  We as staff don't consider that in

12 the submission of those plans to Council.  If we have three

13 elected officials in a district and it's the best plan to

14 recommend to the Department of Justice, my job, as the

15 lawyer, is to represent the City and recommend the most

16 legally sufficient plan.

17           I recognize that may be a political issue, but

18 that's not what I consider.  I'm going to be looking at what

19 meets the best requirements of the law in terms of the

20 things that we have to do, and I'll let the elected

21 officials -- they can deal with the politics.  That's

22 outside my job description.

23           MR. JOHNSON:  Jerry Johnson, Westbrook Village.

24 Just a quick question on the submission of the kits.  Would

25 you prefer that a representative such as Westbrook Village,
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1 who we've got a majority of people here, send in the kit

2 representing all of us or individual kits to you on an

3 individual basis?  How are you working that out?

4           MR. JOHNSON:  If everyone's kind of on the same

5 page, it's perfectly fine to just draw it once and just send

6 in a list of everyone that endorsed it.  Really, our goal

7 from the south side is to get ideas.  So as many ideas as we

8 can get, great.

9           Obviously, as you were just saying, this goes up

10 to the Council and, you know, the Council have to decide in

11 that case, as with any City issue, petitions and whether

12 there's 1,000 people versus ten people on an issue makes a

13 difference.

14           So, yeah, there's no need to send in 100 copies of

15 the same kit.  Simply one map with 100 names attached to it

16 is fine.

17           MS. NELSON:  But if you do want extra maps, I have

18 them here in the back and I'm happy to hand those out to you

19 as you go.  We've got plenty of maps for you to draw on and

20 welcome any and all submissions.

21           MR. JOHNSON:  And we will be posting everything

22 that comes in on the web.  It goes to the Council.  It's

23 part of the public record.  So people who see something on

24 the web that they like or that they dislike can simply

25 comment on that.  They don't have to redraw it themselves.
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1 Any and all input is welcome.

2           MR. GOODWIN:  Bill Goodwin, Westbrook Village.

3 Looking on community map B, is there a reason why where it

4 talks about homeowners' association, Westbrook Village is

5 not listed as a homeowners' association?  It only lists

6 subassociations.  It would be helpful for people outside of

7 Westbrook to be able to realize what Westbrook Village

8 really is where the boundaries may be, rather than just some

9 subassociations that are listed within that association.

10           MR. JOHNSON:  We started with kind of the City

11 Planning Department data and can put that out there as

12 something to generate exactly this kind of discussion.  So

13 if that does make sense, you know, that's something we want

14 to hear and incorporate.

15           We don't really want to be making a lot of

16 judgments ourselves as much as triggering those kinds of

17 thoughts.

18           MR. KEMP:  And that's certainly something we can

19 do in the maps that will come out in May that we will take

20 on the road.  In fact, I'm certain that is something we will

21 do in those May maps is that we will take, for example,

22 Desert Harbor, Westbrook and make sure we identify the

23 larger master-plan areas, as well as individual

24 subdivisions.

25           MR. JOHNSON:  And you'll see with those concept
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1 plans, there is no perfect plan.  This is all -- you know,

2 there is no plan that just falls in there and everyone says,

3 "Ah, perfect," and everyone's happy with it.  Every plan has

4 trade-offs and choices.  So you'll see with those plans a

5 list of, "Here are the communities of interest that people

6 commented and wanted to keep together.  In this plan these

7 are together, and in this plan, they're not."

8           So having clearly a request from a lot of people

9 saying, "Keep Westbrook Village together," each map will be

10 listed, whether or not it's successfully kept Westbrook

11 Village together, which is probably a good point to add.

12 The goal of these option plans -- so that you're not totally

13 stunned when they come out -- is to show what's possible.

14           There isn't an effort in these six to say, "Here

15 is the best one and here is some little tweaks to it."  It's

16 much bigger than that to say, "We can start in the

17 southeast.  We can start in the northwest," you know, these

18 are all the options out there.

19           I can guarantee you there will be maps in those

20 six that -- that are unanimously viewed as horrible options,

21 but we're trying to throw it out there and get in the

22 record, "That's a horrible option."

23           So definitely look at it and we will -- there will

24 be some that obviously will split some of the communities of

25 interest.  In the end, there probably will have to be some
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1 that split communities of interest.  In particular, if we

2 get conflicting testimony from some of them.

3           But that's why we are looking for that.  That's

4 why we put them out to the public.  That's why we'll come

5 out and do more public hearings on those maps to get exactly

6 that input.  I don't want to be the one making the decision.

7 We want to have it in the record when it goes to Council

8 saying, "Here's what the people said about this."

9           MR. RIEDEL:  Pete Riedel, Westbrook.  On the map

10 that shows immigrant status, Westbrook is pretty --

11 everybody's the same, whether you live on the west side of

12 91st or the east side of 91st, and this map shows that the

13 difference of -- one side is zero to five percent.  The

14 other side is ten to 20 percent, and I don't know any

15 nonimmigrant or immigrant people living on the other side of

16 the --

17           MR. JOHNSON:  Let me -- that's a good point.  Let

18 me walk through this to get everyone to where you are in the

19 packet.

20           So we have the homeowners' associations.  Next you

21 have the elementary school attendance zones.  Some

22 neighborhoods identify by elementary schools.  Some identify

23 by park.  You know, as we go from city to city, every city

24 and actually different parts of the same city often use

25 different ways of identifying their neighborhood.  So we're
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1 trying to throw them all out there and get your reaction to

2 how you think of it.

3           Next is we start to get into what we call thematic

4 maps.  They're showing colorations based on that American

5 Community Survey data.  The first is the percentage of the

6 citizen voting age population that is Hispanic, and it shows

7 obviously the concentration down in Acacia, even though it

8 obviously is spreading through the city where the real

9 numbers are still down in the southeast.

10           The next one, the one that you're referring to is

11 the percentage of the total population who immigrate to the

12 U.S.  One thing that this is a good highlight of the data is

13 provided in this case by census track.  So the green versus

14 the purple is the census tracks that the Census Bureau has

15 defined.  And one thing to keep in mind with immigration,

16 this could be immigrated from anywhere and could be

17 immigrated last year or immigrated 80 years ago.

18           So you're probably right.  They're probably pretty

19 close in percentage.  And if you look at the color breaks,

20 these were small ranges.  So we're talking five percent,

21 ten percent ranges.  So when you change colors, it's a

22 change of five percent.

23           MR. RIEDEL:  Pretty big change for a big

24 population.

25           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes, yes.  And, again, these are the
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1 census data and the census numbers.  Then the next one, just

2 to finish running through these, is "median household

3 income."  And again, you can see by the large pieces of

4 color, you can almost see the census track lines on here

5 because that's how the data is collected and available.

6           Then we have "speak English," "not well" and the

7 census there in the American Community Survey from the

8 Census Bureau, there are three categories "speak English

9 very well," "well" and "not well."  And this is one that is

10 often looked at by the Department of Justice as an

11 indication of people who may have different needs from

12 government and need a strong voice.

13           MR. KEMP:  A question here, a question there and a

14 question there.  So we'll take this one, this one, this one.

15 Your question first.

16           MR. FLINT:  David Flint, Westbrook Village.  Going

17 back to his question, could those immigrants be Canadian?

18           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, yes.

19           MR. KEMP:  They could be any --

20           MR. FLINT:  So there might be more Canadian in

21 section B than --

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah, this is why we're throwing the

23 data out there as something you can use to define your

24 community, if that's how the community defines itself.

25           I mean, Westbrook Village, I'm guessing you don't
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1 define yourselves whether your grandparents came from

2 Ireland or Canada.  So it's probably not something you're

3 likely to use, but there may be -- we don't want to make

4 decisions ahead of time on that.

5           MR. KEMP:  You're next and next and next.  Over

6 here.

7           MR. HICKSON:  Pat Hickson, Westbrook Village.  As

8 the process evolves, let's really do whatever it takes to

9 keep Westbrook within one council district.  Westbrook is

10 one community, not two, not three, not four, and it should

11 be represented as such.

12           MR. KEMP:  I think we've heard that from -- then

13 there's a question back there.  Then I'm going to work the

14 way around.

15           MR. WILLIAMS:  Christian again, sorry.  I talk a

16 lot.  In theory, if our economy ever picks up again in the

17 next ten years, which I hope it does, we're supposed to

18 build houses essentially and in the northwestern portion of

19 our city, there's Vistancia bordered by Saddleback, Gold

20 Mountain, whatever might get built someday that's going to

21 be a substantial amount of population growth.

22           MR. KEMP:  Yes.

23           MR. WILLIAMS:  And also in our planning area,

24 there's Cross River and things like that, which are already

25 getting built.  Is that taken into consideration when
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1 looking at what the districts will look like?  Are you

2 saying so many houses will be built and this district will

3 be unrepresented at all?

4           MR. KEMP:  To a limited degree, yes.  What we did

5 in 2000, we underpopulated Mesquite to the extent we could

6 and overpopulated some of the other districts and we will do

7 that.  I do have to tell you that the requirements for equal

8 population have tightened since 2000.

9           So, yes, to the extent we can, we will.  It won't

10 be significant, but the deviation, for example, will likely

11 be no more than five percent total.  So we might try to

12 underpopulate Mesquite slightly, but it won't be as

13 significant underpopulation.

14           And then I believe the next question was a lady

15 right back there.

16           MS. FISH:  Again, Nona Fish, Westbrook Village.  I

17 hope I can articulate this correctly.  What are the criteria

18 you are using, other than population, to decide these

19 districts?  Is it language?  Is it immigration?  Is it

20 voting?  Is it income?

21           MR. KEMP:  We have four criteria that we will use.

22           MS. FISH:  In order of priority.

23           MR. KEMP:  In order of priority.  First is equal

24 population.  We have to have equal population and that

25 really means a deviation, a total of less than five percent.
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1           Second criteria is -- is meeting the guidelines of

2 the U.S. Department of Justice.  We have to follow those

3 guidelines because Arizona is one of 17 states subject to

4 Department of Justice review.

5           Third is districts need to be com- -- yes.

6           MS. FISH:  On that point only, is that the voting?

7           MR. KEMP:  That is in terms of --

8           MS. FISH:  The one on 17 states, is that the

9 voting requirement?

10           MR. KEMP:  That is in terms such as protecting the

11 minority of rights to elect a candidate of their choice.

12 That's why the Acacia District looks the way it does and

13 because we have to do that for the Acacia District, it

14 impacts other districts.

15           Third will be contiguous.  Districts have to be

16 contiguous.  We can't have a little piece of Mesquite down

17 here and the rest of Mesquite up there.  They have to be

18 contiguous, and they also have to be compact to the extent

19 we can.  That kind of gets away from the idea of, well,

20 we're going to draw a line to find some Hispanic voters over

21 here and some over there.  You can't do that.  There's a

22 requirement that you have to try to be reasonably compact.

23           And then finally the fourth criteria is, yes, we

24 will look at communities of interest.  We do try to avoid

25 breaking up communities of interest that want to stay
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1 together.  That's fourth on the list.  The other three have

2 to be satisfied, but we do try to keep communities of

3 interest together, and in the four past redistrictings I've

4 been involved in, for the most part, we've been successful

5 in doing that.

6           Then next is --

7           MR. JOHNSON:  Let me just add real quickly.  As

8 the City's consultant on this, I'm trying to throw data out

9 there for you.  So this immigration and language and all

10 that is options on how you can define your communities.

11           If no one comes forward and uses that information,

12 then it won't be considered.  So when you talk about does

13 immigration or language or any of that take priority, it

14 depends on what the people of Peoria say.

15           MR. FLETCHER:  Bud Fletcher from Westbrook

16 Village.  Although we all seem to be from Westbrook Village,

17 this is a very small percentage of Westbrook Village.  My

18 question is:  Will there be any correlation between what

19 comes in in terms of suggestions to who was at these

20 meetings?  What if the board of Westbrook Village says, you

21 know, "It's time to get the Westbrook Village folks all

22 together, 3900 households" or whatever and, "let's talk

23 about this redistricting thing so we have a plan or we have

24 a suggestion that makes sense to all of Westbrook" instead

25 of just whatever this is here.  So that's one of my
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1 questions.

2           Will you be accepting responses from people who

3 are not at your meetings?

4           MR. KEMP:  Absolutely.  Any citizen who sends us

5 an e-mail on the redistricting tab under the City's website,

6 we're considering all of those and if the citizen sends us a

7 letter, we're considering all of those.  Any input we get,

8 whether you come to a meeting or you just send it to us,

9 it's going to be considered.

10           MR. FLETCHER:  How likely is it for someone who

11 doesn't come to a meeting to go to the website to pull

12 down -- it's just a question that I'm probably asking more

13 for board members of Westbrook Village who are here as to

14 whether or not --

15           A VOICE:  It's a door-to-door thing.

16           MR. JOHNSON:  I was going to answer that if the

17 board tells them to do it, there's a pretty good chance

18 they'll send it in.

19           MR. KEMP:  I would tell you we get a lot of

20 citizen input off our website.  We get a lot of citizen

21 comments.  Many of our citizens choose the web to contact

22 us. So I think that you will -- we do expect that we will

23 see some significant input from citizens on the website.

24           And then -- I know that gentleman there had his

25 hand up and then so next.
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1           MR. FLETCHER:  There was just one other thing.  I

2 get back to this thing about the, I guess, the charter.

3 Common sense, when you look at this map and you see that big

4 thing up there that's twice the size of the -- twice the

5 population virtually of every other district, logic says,

6 "Why screw around?  You're going to make some major change

7 on other districts this year."  Why screw around with that

8 when you could take Mesquite and divide it in two, and

9 you've got two districts and everybody's about the same?

10           MR. JOHNSON:  Because then your council will tie.

11           MR. KEMP:  Because we can't do that without a City

12 charter amendment, and we can't get to the voters until

13 2012, and then it wouldn't be in effect until 2013, and we

14 still have to do it with --

15           MR. FLETCHER:  Will you be proposing it?

16           MR. KEMP:  That is a political decision for the

17 officials to decide.  If they want more districts, the

18 lawyer will draft the language, but that's a political

19 decision for the elected officials to decide.

20           And then we have about five more minutes.  I'm

21 going to -- to your question and your question and your

22 question.  So --

23           MR. BRILL:  Fred Brill from Westbrook Village.

24 I'm a little intrigued with your it has to be contiguous.

25 Is that a Peoria requirement?
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1           MR. KEMP:  No, that's also a requirement of the

2 federal law basically to prevent attempts to do what we call

3 gerrymandering.  You can't, in essence, create a district,

4 which is two pieces --

5           MR. BRILL:  You're saying in the country, there is

6 no gerrymandering?

7           MR. KEMP:  No, there's gerrymandering, but the

8 contiguous requirement is a requirement of the law.  Does

9 that mean that you can't gerrymander?  Yes, trust me, you

10 can still gerrymander.

11           The contiguous requirement doesn't prevent it.

12 It's just one way of trying to minimize it, but it doesn't

13 prevent it.

14           Next, I think you had a question and then there's

15 a question over here.

16           MR. RIDDELFORD:  I'm Dennis Riddelford from

17 Westbrook Village, and I'm still not totally understanding

18 how this is going to go forward.  The hard data will be the

19 census data available in April; is that correct?

20           MR. KEMP:  Yes, and end of March, early April.  It

21 has to be out before April 15th.

22           MR. RIDDELFORD:  Then you will take that data and

23 our input and create six concept maps?

24           MR. KEMP:  Yes.

25           MR. RIDDELFORD:  And the Council will approve one
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1 of six?

2           MR. KEMP:  After we create the six concept maps,

3 we will go back out into the community for some more public

4 meetings for the community just like this to look at those

5 Concept maps.  Again, give us your thoughts, suggestions.

6 Tell us, "Yeah, we like concept A.  Concept B is really

7 terrible.  Please don't do concept F."  And we will take all

8 of that input on those concepts maps, look at that, as well

9 as analyze those concept maps from the mandatory legal

10 requirements.

11           We also have other requirements we look at, such

12 as how do they conform to the county precinct boundaries,

13 because that's important in many elections.  So we will look

14 at those.  And then we will recommend to the Council for

15 their consideration in a study session in the first meeting

16 in June three preferred concepts that we think work the best

17 and meet all these requirements and we will be asking the

18 Council to say, "Pick the top two.  Tell us which one you

19 really don't like."  And then we'll come back to the Council

20 after we get that input with a second study session asking

21 them to pick the top preferred concept, which would go to

22 them on July 5th for their consideration to vote up or down.

23           MR. RIDDELFORD:  But these public comments for the

24 concept maps will take place in May?

25           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  And then a question over here.
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1           MS. DARE:  Joan Dare from Westbrook.  I'm sure

2 that with the housing situation that the gentleman referred

3 to that there are probably distortions in year-rounders and

4 "snowbirds" and empty houses and in the census you identify

5 living in units, too.  Does that figure in anyplace?

6           MR. KEMP:  We -- in terms of the census, there

7 could be some distortions because of the foreclosure crisis

8 that Arizona has had where you could have some information

9 where it's not -- to the extent the census takes that into

10 account, we take it into account.  To the extent the census

11 doesn't take it into account, we can't take it into account.

12           So our redistricting will be based on the census

13 and everything the census takes into account.  If the census

14 doesn't take it into account, neither can we.

15           And I do want to mention, because we have yet

16 another meeting in North Peoria at the Sunrise Mountain

17 library doing exactly the same thing, if you have further

18 questions, please send them to us on the City of Peoria

19 redistricting website.

20           You can also contact the City Clerk, Wanda Nelson,

21 and/or you can contact myself at either

22 cityattorney@Peoriaaz.com or at steve.kemp@peoriaaz.com.

23 Send us your questions.  We will answer every question we

24 receive.

25           So we want to hear your input or send questions to



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS

(602) 230-1030
Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC

46

1 your council members, and they can forward them to us.  And

2 if your council member gets a question, he can send it to me

3 and I will answer the question.  Every question we get we

4 will answer and take that input into account.

5           And I saw one final question out here -- well, I

6 want to thank you on behalf of the City staff and for coming

7 to this meeting tonight, and on behalf of the City and the

8 City Council.

9           (Whereupon, the proceedings terminated at

10 5:55 p.m.)

11                  *     *     *     *     *
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1                                     Peoria, Arizona
                                      February 9, 2011

2                                       6:30 p.m.

3                 P R O C E E D I N G S

4         

5              MS. NELSON:  Well, good evening, folks.  

6 It's nice to see your bright, shining faces on this 

7 bright evening on the topic of redistricting.  My name 

8 is Wanda Nelson and I'm the City Clerk.  One -- one 

9 packet that you'll want to make sure that you were 

10 handed out when you came in looks like this, and this 

11 is what's called the citizen kit; and these two fine 

12 gentlemen behind me, they're going to be going through 

13 it.  

14              So what tonight's agenda looks like is 

15 we'll be explaining the redistricting process.  We'll 

16 be going through the citizen kit, and then we're also 

17 here to answer your questions and comments.  It's a 

18 completely casual, informal environment so I do ask if 

19 you have questions feel free to raise your hand.  

20              You will notice we have a court reporter 

21 here, and that's required by the Department of 

22 Justice.  We have to record all these meetings because 

23 they're that important.  So if you do have a question 

24 or comment, please state your name slowly and clearly 

25 for the court reporter and then ask your question.  So 
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1 with that, I'm going to dive in and let Steve Kemp, 

2 our City Attorney, take over.  Thank you.

3              MR. KEMP:  Welcome to the City of Peoria 

4 Redistricting Scoping Meeting, and I am Steve Kemp.  

5 I'm the City Attorney here and, along with Wanda, we 

6 are the City staff who are overseeing the 

7 redistricting process.          

8              One of the things we also have -- because 

9 Peoria is one of the jurisdictions covered by the 

10 Federal Voting Rights Act, for those of our citizens 

11 if you are more comfortable speaking in Spanish, we 

12 actually have a translator here who can translate 

13 Spanish into English (sic), and that's one of the ways 

14 that we can provide both the Voting Rights Act and 

15 have community outreach.  

16              Now, the redistricting process is because 

17 of the US Census.  Every time we do a US Census we are 

18 required by law to redistrict using the Census 

19 result.  There was no US census done in 2005, just a 

20 survey.  So the last redistricting done in Peoria was 

21 in 2000, and the 2010 Census results will be available 

22 sometime before April 15.  

23              Right now we're sort of anticipating right 

24 around April 1, but conceivably they could be as late 

25 as April 15th.  We're hoping not.  So that is what's 
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1 generating this process.  

2              The City's required by law to consider 

3 four factors in redistricting:  First we consider the 

4 districts have to be of equal population.  We have six 

5 council districts.  You can see here on the map in 

6 2000 when we did districts the City had 108,000 people 

7 and each district had approximately 18,000 people.  

8 Some a little bit less, some a little bit more.  

9              We are estimating -- and you can see in 

10 your citizen kits estimates there are some other 

11 estimates out there we didn't include -- but, roughly, 

12 we're expecting the City's population to be about 

13 160,000 people.  That would mean that a typical 

14 district would probably have somewhere right around 

15 27,000 people.  Big difference between 18 and 27, and 

16 that's why we need to redistrict.

17              And, secondly, in addition to equal 

18 population, Arizona is one of 17 states covered by the 

19 Federal Voting Rights Act, and this is legislation 

20 first adopted in 1965 and it's been renewed since that 

21 time where the federal government in those 17 states 

22 gets to review every election law change.  The federal 

23 government will review our plan to determine if it 

24 meets their requirements, and if it doesn't then we 

25 would have to go back to square one, and the federal 
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1 government is looking at does the plan provide an 

2 opportunity for minority voters -- 

3              MS. NELSON:  Steve, could we have you come 

4 maybe more to the middle of the room so everybody can 

5 hear.

6              MR. KEMP:  Okay.  The federal government 

7 looks at whether the plan provides an opportunity for 

8 minority voters to elect a candidate of their choice.  

9              So, for example, in Peoria the Acacia 

10 District, which is that district at the bottom in 

11 purple, is our minority impact district.  It's a 

12 district where we have an affirmative obligation under 

13 the Voting Rights Act to maintain the minority content 

14 of that district, and so that also plays a part in the 

15 redistricting process.

16              Third, districts have to be contiguous.  

17 You can't have a little dot of Mesquite in the north 

18 and a little dot of Mesquite in the south.  They have 

19 to be contiguous.  They have to connect, and part of 

20 that is they also have to be compact.  

21              Now, we don't quite know what "compact" 

22 means entirely, but you can't have a district looking 

23 like the sun with little lines going off to the side.  

24 You have to make some effort to be compact.  

25              And, then, finally, after all of that we 
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1 look at trying to maintain communities of interest 

2 together.  Now, what's a "community of interest"?  A 

3 community of interest is an area of the city that 

4 identifies itself as really being from that area.  

5              Is anyone here from Westbrook Village?  

6 Okay, well, using Westbrook as an example, Westbrook 

7 Village -- or Ventanna Lakes, anyone here from 

8 Ventanna Lakes?  Well, if I was to ask a person from 

9 Ventanna Lakes, "Where are you from?" you might say, 

10 "Well, I'm from Ventanna Lakes."  That's kind of a 

11 community.  It's kind of an area that you've sent.  

12 Westwing is another one, or you could -- pick one.

13              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Vistancia.

14              MR. KEMP:  All right, Vistancia.  Anyone 

15 here from Vistancia?  Let's use Vistancia.  Vistancia, 

16 if I asked a person from Vistancia, "Where are you 

17 from?" you might say, "Vistancia," and that's a 

18 community of interest and so we look at those 

19 communities of interest.  

20              Now, in your citizen packet -- and Doug 

21 Johnson is from National Demographics.  He is a 

22 consultant working with the City on this process.  We 

23 will have a variety of information in your packet, and 

24 you're probably wondering, "Does the City consider all 

25 of that?"  No.  
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1              One of the things we're looking at is 

2 we're looking for citizen input.  So we give you all 

3 kinds of information so that you can consider that in 

4 giving us your input, and you can do that in a variety 

5 of ways.  

6              If you go to the City's web site at 

7 www.peoriaaz.gov, there's a redistricting tab on the 

8 web site.  Send us an e-mail.  The City Clerk has new 

9 comment forms.  You can fill those out.  We're looking 

10 for citizen input on the process.  If you have 

11 questions, concerns, we are interested in those.  

12              And we're having these scoping meetings to 

13 get more information from you about things like 

14 communities of interest and your concerns because what 

15 will happen after these scoping meetings and we get 

16 the Census material, then we will be preparing six 

17 concepts that we will take on the road, and these will 

18 be different concepts of how we can do this in 

19 conformance with the various rules we have to follow, 

20 and some of them may be out of the box.  

21              We might just take a district -- because 

22 Mesquite's basically twice the size it should be in 

23 population, we might maybe have four districts in the 

24 south and just move one entirely up into the Mesquite 

25 area, who knows.  
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1              So we'll have a series of concepts and, 

2 you know, we want the public to look at those and you 

3 might say, "That is a real terrible idea," or you may 

4 say, "That is really great.  That's what we'd like to 

5 see," and we're looking for those different types of 

6 concepts for the public to give us your input.  

7              After we have those public meetings we 

8 will then, basically, looking at the factors we have 

9 to look at, as well as some factors the City Clerk 

10 needs to look at in terms of administration -- for 

11 example, we look at county precincts boundaries 

12 because if we have precincts all cut up into different 

13 districts, that makes it very difficult for you to 

14 figure out where to go to vote and so that's one of 

15 the things we will be looking at.

16              And we will recommend three preferred 

17 concepts to the City Council, and they will have a 

18 couple of study sessions in the month of June to look 

19 at those concepts.  They will first nail it down to 

20 two and then they will nail it down to a recommended 

21 concept that they will submit to the Department of 

22 Justice and that will occur on July 5th, and the 

23 reason is that in February of 2012, one year from 

24 today, council candidates can pull packets for 

25 nomination.  
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1              So we are basically looking to have this 

2 process done and complete so in 2012 council members 

3 will be running in their new districts.  

4              Now, a couple of just ground rules for 

5 tonight.  As Wanda mentioned, we have a court reporter 

6 here.  Because we have to take this down and show as 

7 part of our record, when you ask a question, please 

8 state your name so the court reporter can type in your 

9 name and she can identify who's asking the question, 

10 and each time you ask a question please just do that 

11 so that the court reporter is able to do that.  

12              And, secondly, we will try to get to 

13 everyone's question; and because I know this is a 

14 small room and the sound acoustics may not be the 

15 best, what we will do is after you ask your question, 

16 we're going to repeat the question to make sure 

17 everybody hears it.  So if we can have one question at 

18 a time, we will do that; and with that, Doug, I will 

19 turn it over to you.

20              MR. JOHNSON:  Let me join Steve in saying 

21 thank you all for coming out.  This is a fantastic 

22 turnout.  I would say the earlier you can get your 

23 input in in this process, the more weight it will have 

24 because it will be considered when those six concepts 

25 are drawn and it's easier to get your input in at the 
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1 beginning than it is to adjust maps down the road.  So 

2 you guys are all a step ahead of the game here.  

3              Let me walk through this kit and just 

4 reinforce that, as Steve walked through, there are 

5 certain criteria for drawing these plans -- 

6              MS. NELSON:  Doug, does everybody have 

7 one?  We can sure pass out more.

8              MR. JOHNSON:  So the goal of these kits, 

9 really, is to generate the community of interest 

10 definitions.  I think redistricting is a puzzle, and 

11 what we're trying to do is identify the puzzle 

12 pieces.  When the Census data comes out in a few 

13 weeks, we will know how many pieces have to go in each 

14 district; but for now we can focus on identifying what 

15 are the pieces that we should keep together in the 

16 City once we start drawing lines.  

17              So the first page is just a list of what's 

18 in here, and then below it directions on how to share 

19 either your kits or any thoughts you have.  The City 

20 Clerk's been great about any ways you want to share 

21 your thoughts, they'll take it.  So there's an e-mail 

22 address, there's a fax number, there's a mailing 

23 address or you can just stop by City Hall and drop 

24 this off if you want, and don't feel like you have to 

25 use this kit.  
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1              This kit is enable -- is intended to help 

2 you generate thoughts and comments and really making 

3 this concrete, but if you'd rather call in with a 

4 comment, if you'd rather write a letter, if you'd 

5 rather just send in an e-mail and share a random 

6 thought, we'd love to hear that as well.  

7              We're really excited.  People are already 

8 engaging in this process.  We actually already have 

9 one map in and one of the blue comment cards in so 

10 it's great to see people jumping on this from the very 

11 beginning.  

12              Let me walk through this kit so we can 

13 talk about what's in here.  First is some data.  The 

14 top of the first data page is the old -- is the old 

15 2000 Census data kind of telling us where -- where 

16 we've come from in the last ten years and a little bit 

17 of indication where things were district by district.  

18 Obviously, this will change fairly radically when we 

19 get the new Census data in.  

20              At the bottom of this first data page is 

21 really the two key boxes.  These are our current 

22 estimates of how big each district is.  On the left we 

23 estimated the current population of each district 

24 using utility hookups, and on the right is estimates 

25 using some Census data from a Census source called the 
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1 American Community Survey.  Neither one is right or 

2 wrong.  They're both estimates, but the key story that 

3 they both tell is the big shift.  

4              The City has grown by about 50 percent, 

5 but Mesquite now is 90 percent over what would be an 

6 ideal population for a district.  It has almost the 

7 population for two districts within one.  Obviously, 

8 that's over the population limits of the first rule of 

9 this process, and on the other end of the scale Acacia 

10 is the shortest in population.  It's not necessarily 

11 that Acacia hasn't grown, it's just not grown anywhere 

12 near as fast as Mesquite has.  In fact, none of the 

13 other districts have grown anywhere near as fast as 

14 Mesquite has.  

15              So, again, this is preliminary data and 

16 estimates of where we are.  We'll have more specific 

17 and the official data as soon as it comes out from the 

18 Census Bureau.  One of the ways that some people 

19 define their communities is using data from the 

20 Census, in particular what used to be known as the 

21 Census long form and what is now a collection of data 

22 through the American Community Survey data.  

23              So the next few pages are giving data 

24 district by district from the American Community 

25 Survey.  Again, this is an option.  You can -- if you 
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1 don't think of your community and your neighborhood in 

2 those ways, just ignore this data; but for communities 

3 that want to define based on any of these data, we 

4 want to make them available and see what people say.

5              MR. McCORD:  Just quickly with the 

6 headings, explain what they are, "VAP," "CVAP," and so 

7 on.

8              MR. JOHNSON:  We need to get your name for 

9 the question.    

10              MR. McCORD:  I'm sorry.

11              MR. JOHNSON:  That's okay.

12              MR. McCORD:  Joe McCord.

13              MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  So the question was 

14 just to briefly explain the headers on these, good 

15 question.  The "VAP" where you see it is voting age 

16 population -- 

17              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  What page are we on?  

18              MR. JOHNSON:  On all the data sheets, the 

19 first and second line.

20              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  2 of 4.    

21              MR. JOHNSON:  So where it says "Hisp." Is 

22 Hispanic.  "NH" means non-Hispanic.  It's a little bit 

23 weird, these are just standard Census categories.  If 

24 you're back on the first page of the data, you'll see 

25 there's "NH Wht," it's non-Hispanic white.  "NH Blk" 
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1 is non-Hispanic black, and then you'll see "18+" in 

2 some category -- on some pages and "VAP" on some 

3 pages.  Those mean the same thing.  It's voting age 

4 population.  

5              So the Census Bureau reports numbers in 

6 two groups.  One, the total population, how many 

7 people are there, and the other, which is used heavily 

8 for Voting Rights Act compliance, voting age 

9 population.  

10              The other things you'll see on here, "ASN" 

11 is Asian, "IND" is the Census Bureau's abbreviation 

12 for Native American, Indian, includes Alaskan Natives 

13 and all kinds of stuff.  You'll see on here also 

14 "CVAP."  The American Community Survey includes a 

15 question on citizenship.  So that is citizen voting 

16 age population.  So that's all in there.  

17              As we go through -- oh, where it says "2+" 

18 that means people who marked more than one ethnic 

19 category on the Census form.  So two or more races is 

20 the full written-out version.  

21              If you get to the data page at the bottom 

22 it says page 3, this is more of the data that can be 

23 used to define communities.  In this case it's 

24 citizen, native born versus foreign born, and then 

25 in -- particularly useful in Arizona born -- total in 
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1 the US born in other states versus born in Arizona.  

2 These are all Census categories.  Foreign born and 

3 that is broken out to naturalized citizen and people 

4 who are not yet citizens.  

5              We're just giving a lot of data here.  If 

6 you go to the last page of the data sheet, the Census 

7 and the American Community Survey asks, "Do you speak 

8 English very well, well or not well."  This is a key 

9 data category that they use for determining who has -- 

10 which jurisdictions have to print ballots in other 

11 languages, and sometimes it's used for community of 

12 interest definitions -- great, more people coming.  

13 This is a fantastic turnout -- so that data is there.

14              MR. KEMP:  Yes, can we get your name?

15              MS. GOLDEN:  Nancy Golden.  Can you tell 

16 me -- I understand the population is broken down by 

17 the districts, but do we have it broken down by 

18 communities within the district?  

19              MR. JOHNSON:  You will.  When the official 

20 data comes out, we'll add to this kit.  So there will 

21 be a breakdown by Census unit of the official Census 

22 data, the actual number of total population and voting 

23 age population for each small unit.  Actually, even 

24 within homeowner's associations, in many cases, we'll 

25 give you pieces of it so that in that case you would 
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1 then use that data to draw plans, if you want to.

2              This data is to identify the puzzle 

3 pieces, what are your neighborhoods.  You couldn't use 

4 this data to draw a plan because it's not detailed 

5 enough.  

6              So that runs through the data sheets.  Any 

7 other questions on the data sheets before we get into 

8 the maps?

9              MR. BELL:  Yes, my name is Al Bell.  Is 

10 there a web site that we can go to that explains all 

11 of the categories and acronyms that are included in 

12 this data?  

13              MR. JOHNSON:  You know, that's a good 

14 question.  We haven't put that up on the City's 

15 page -- 

16              MR. KEMP:  But we will.

17              MR. JOHNSON:  -- but it's a great point.  

18 We'll get that up in the next couple days.  

19              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  What the question?

20              MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, sorry.

21              MR. KEMP:  The question was is there going 

22 to be a web site where you can go and look up these 

23 acronyms so you can figure out what these mean, and we 

24 will put that up on the City's web site on the 

25 redistricting tab.  We will put up a thing that shows 
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1 you what those things mean.

2              MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah.  Okay, so let's get in 

3 the maps.  Can you guys hear me in the back?  Are we 

4 doing okay?  Yeah?  Okay, a little louder, okay.

5              The first map -- and, again, these are all 

6 options.  These are not things you have to use.  We're 

7 trying to give you tools that can help make the 

8 process a little easier if you think it will help 

9 you.  

10              The first map is a map of the current 

11 council districts and then the major one-mile roads.  

12 In a lot of cases, especially in the West Valley, 

13 those are -- are major kind of breaks that make sense 

14 to use for district borders.  So if you think those 

15 are a good definition of your community of interest, 

16 you can draw it right on here, circle it, send it in, 

17 say, "This is my neighborhood.  This is my community 

18 of interest, please keep us together," or in those few 

19 cases where people actually want a voice in two 

20 districts, "Here's my community.  Please split us so 

21 we have two votes -- a voice in two elections."  

22              Let me just ask from the Vistancia people 

23 how many of you would like to be kept together?  

24              (Raise of hands.)

25              MR. JOHNSON:  Anyone want a piece of two 
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1 districts and willing to raise their hand?  

2              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We'd almost like to keep 

3 ten.

4              MR. PENDERGAST:  Question.  

5              MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

6              MR. PENDERGAST:  Butch Pendergast.  What 

7 are the white areas?  

8              MR. KEMP:  The white areas are county 

9 islands.  In Arizona you actually have areas which can 

10 be inside of the City that were never annexed by a 

11 city.  So those are unincorporated Maricopa County.  

12 So these little white areas that you see on the map 

13 such as this, that's unincorporated Maricopa County 

14 and that won't be part of the district because it's 

15 not inside the City.

16              MR. PENDERGAST:  Won't they be annexed 

17 eventually?  What's in them?

18              MR. KEMP:  Hopefully some day they may be 

19 annexed.  That makes both -- the people who live in 

20 those areas have to agree to be annexed, and some of 

21 those people choose not to be annexed.  So until 

22 they're annexed, they're not counted as part of the 

23 City.

24              MR. JOHNSON:  And -- and there is an 

25 annexation paperwork that actually says when 
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1 annexed -- if annexed, this area is added to district 

2 whatever.  So that's determined at that point.  

3              The next page is probably one of 

4 particular interest.  It's "Homeowner Associations" 

5 and there are a lot of these in Peoria.  So the map 

6 that we have in the computer that this is made from 

7 has all of them in there.  Obviously, not all the 

8 names are on this page because it would simply become 

9 unreadable.  So if you don't see your homeowner 

10 association or a homeowner association you want to 

11 comment on labeled on here, don't worry about it, it's 

12 in there.  Simply just mark it, circle it, whatever 

13 you want to do and put a comment saying, "Please keep 

14 this together."  

15              The other piece that we love to hear in 

16 terms of community of interest is not just what is 

17 your neighborhood or what is your community, but we're 

18 also interested in what area should be put together in 

19 a district.  So if two communities or two 

20 neighborhoods right next to each other have similar 

21 interests in the City or otherwise feel like you 

22 should have one voice we'd love to hear, saying, 

23 "Here's my neighborhood and I think it makes sense if 

24 you put it in a district with these surrounding 

25 neighborhoods."  
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1              Don't worry about the numbers at this 

2 point, we're just looking for pieces to put together; 

3 or in a few rare cases, such as a high turnout, senior 

4 active living community next to a low turnout, 

5 difficult to mobilize neighborhood, it may make sense 

6 to put them in different districts so that each one 

7 can have a voice.  

8              So, also, we're looking for input on what 

9 areas or communities that should not be in the same 

10 district.  It sounds a little weird, but when you 

11 think through it, it actually makes sense and it is 

12 useful for us in here.  So we're looking to define 

13 your neighborhoods and to define your neighborhoods 

14 around you.

15              MR. PENDERGAST:  Butch Pendergast.  When 

16 we did the hand vote for staying together in 

17 Vistancia, does the reporter get that?  

18              MR. JOHNSON:  No, but I do.

19              MR. KEMP:  Also, again, reminder, please 

20 give your name because she does have to take down your 

21 name.  So please give your name before you ask a 

22 question.

23              MR. PENDERGAST:  I did.

24              MR. KEMP:  Each time because she's the --

25              MR. PENDERGAST:  I did.
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1              MR.  KEMP:  Okay.

2              MR. JOHNSON:  You may see me grab the note 

3 pad every so often if there's something I worry I 

4 won't remember afterwards.  I keep notes of these 

5 things, and I suspect when the plans come out you'll 

6 share your thoughts again, too.  

7              So, again, this is the Homeowner 

8 Association map.  I suspect this will be a very 

9 popular source of community input given that they are 

10 fairly common definitions.  So feel free to circle 

11 your neighborhood, and in some cases we just heard 

12 about in the last meeting there were multiple kind of 

13 sub HOAs.  If that's true of your developments, 

14 definitely, you know, draw the larger community 

15 definition on here and say, "Keep all these HOAs 

16 together," because in that case, as we just heard 

17 loudly, they were all part of Westbrook Village.  

18              I suspect that will be the case throughout 

19 the City, that there are kind of small HOAs that 

20 really consider themselves part of one big one, and we 

21 want to hear that.  Get that on the record.  

22              The next -- the next map is "Elementary 

23 School Attendance Zones," and, again, we're throwing 

24 out options for how people define their neighborhood.  

25 We find within -- in different cities and even within 
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1 the same city different parts may define themselves as 

2 neighborhoods differently.  

3              One may focus on HOAs.  A different part 

4 of town may focus on everyone around a given park, and 

5 in a lot of communities they focus on which elementary 

6 school are they in attendance in.  So this is another 

7 option.  You could circle your -- your community and 

8 send it in and say, "This is my neighborhood.  Please 

9 keep us together."  

10              Then we get into a set of -- of colored 

11 what we call schematic maps.  This is again using the 

12 data from the American Community Survey, which you may 

13 choose to use to define your neighborhoods.  You may 

14 choose to ignore it.  Either way it's perfectly good.  

15 We offer it as a tool that you can use if you want 

16 to.  

17              So the first one, Map D, is the "Hispanic 

18 Percentage of the Citizen Voting Age Population" in 

19 that Census tract, and no surprise down in Acacia is 

20 where the community is concentrated.  One thing 

21 clearly has happened in the last ten years in Peoria 

22 is more and more diversity in neighborhoods, but as 

23 this shows the numbers where you get over 25 percent 

24 Hispanic are still concentrated down in Acacia.

25              The next map is the "Percentage of Total 
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1 Population who Immigrated to US."  This could be six 

2 months ago, this could be 80 years ago the way the 

3 Census worded the question.  Some communities use it, 

4 some don't.  Feel free to do whatever you want.  

5              Next, similarly, is "Median Household 

6 Income," and on this one in particular you can really 

7 see how the Census Bureau uses the Census tract to 

8 collect the data.  So you can see the different groups 

9 and it may be that across the street are two very 

10 different income levels, but the Census Bureau 

11 collects it for the whole tract and reports it only by 

12 the whole tract, which is why the colors change at the 

13 points that you see them change.  

14              Next is that "Speak English Not Well" 

15 category that I mentioned.  

16              And then last for those of you that go to 

17 state council meetings and things a lot is probably a 

18 very familiar meeting -- or very familiar map.  This 

19 is the City standard map, and it shows kind of the 

20 major roads, the freeways and the rivers just off of 

21 the major roads and boundaries map, and that is 

22 another consideration you can take into account in 

23 looking at your neighborhood is where are the major 

24 roads, where are visible features that divide one 

25 neighborhood from another.  
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1              So, again, we're looking to define the 

2 puzzle pieces, and this is aimed at being a tool to 

3 help you do that.  We'd love to see you use it.  We're 

4 thrilled that one person actually has already sent in 

5 a map, which is great, but feel free to share your 

6 thoughts however you want.  

7              You can take a street map and draw lines 

8 in and send that in and we'll convert it into the 

9 computer format and record that, and everything that 

10 comes in goes to the Council.  When they get the maps, 

11 they get a giant report showing both the concept maps 

12 and all the public comments on them, general comments 

13 on communities and neighborhoods and all the maps that 

14 come in from the public when we give you the detailed 

15 numbers and the ability to draw the lines yourselves 

16 once the Census data's out.  All of those will go to 

17 the Council for its final decision.  

18              And one other points on the kits.  We'll 

19 not only add the data -- printout of the data -- and 

20 those of you that were part of this process in 2001 

21 may remember those kits.  You get a map and then a lot 

22 of data and add it up to draw your lines.  We also do 

23 something new.  We provide the data in Excel.  For 

24 anyone who's comfortable in Microsoft Excel you can 

25 actually go in with -- still with the paper map and 
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1 then a list of all those little Census units and you 

2 simply put next to it, "Put this in District A, B, C, 

3 D," and Excel will do the math for you.  

4              We've seen -- instead of taking a day or 

5 two to draw a map for the whole City, it only takes an 

6 hour or two and this has generated people who really 

7 love it and who start generating not just one, which 

8 we love, but also three, four, five, six, ten, eleven 

9 maps; and, again, our goal in this process with these 

10 kits is to get ideas, to get consideration.  

11              And so if you want to draw one, that's 

12 great.  If you want to draw eleven, that's great.  If 

13 you want to just draw your neighborhood and forget the 

14 numbers, just "Here's my neighborhood, please keep it 

15 together," that's great, too.  Whatever input you want 

16 to share, we're looking forward to receiving it.

17              MR. KEMP:  Question over here.

18              MR. BARCLAY:  Yes, my name is Robert 

19 Barclay.  How long do you anticipate the redistricting 

20 process to take?  

21              MR. KEMP:  I'll answer that.  How long do 

22 we anticipate the redistricting process to take?  

23              Once we get Census information, we will 

24 develop the six concepts, and then we will come back 

25 out on the record for some public meetings like this 
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1 and ask for citizen input on the six concepts.  

2                  So we will be taking the Census 

3 information, which we will get sometime before April 

4 15th.  We will develop six concepts and we will have 

5 public meetings in May of this year to review those 

6 concepts with the community, and then based on those 

7 public meetings in May we will take the three concepts 

8 from a standpoint of meeting our legal requirements as 

9 well as all the administrative requirements in terms 

10 of we want to make sure you don't have election 

11 precinct where you're going fifteen miles to go to a 

12 polling place, those types of things.  

13              We will then recommend three preferred 

14 concepts to the City Council.  Those three preferred 

15 concepts will go to the City Council in the first 

16 meeting in June for a study session, and so they're 

17 not going to act on them.  They're just going to look 

18 at them.  They're going to talk about them and give 

19 staff some guidance as to the top two concepts.  

20              The second study session in June they will 

21 be asked to recommend a concept that we will bring 

22 back to them on July 5th for their action.  So there 

23 will be public meetings like this to look at the 

24 actual six concepts in May.  Then there will be study 

25 sessions at the Peoria City Complex in June when the 
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1 Council will consider these.

2              MR. JOHNSON:  And if you -- hopefully 

3 everyone has signed in or if you didn't get the chance 

4 to sign in when you came in, please sign in when 

5 you're leaving; and if you gave your e-mail address, 

6 you'll be getting notices of each step of the 

7 process.  When the Census data comes out, the City 

8 Clerk will send a note to everyone that signed in.  

9 When the concept notes come out, we'll send a note 

10 out.  Everything will be on the web, and when the 

11 official meeting notices come out, those will also go 

12 out to everybody as well.  So definitely sign in, and 

13 if you don't have e-mail or aren't on the web, you 

14 know, let the City Clerk's office know and they'll 

15 mail it to you and take care of you that way.

16              MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Your name, please?        

17              MS. FREDRICKSON:  Vicki Fredrickson.  With 

18 all the change in population, would election precincts 

19 not be changing, also, along with the redistricting?

20              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  With all the 

21 changes in population, will election precincts be 

22 changed?  The answer is "yes."  Election precincts are 

23 done by the Maricopa County Recorder's Office, and 

24 every four years they adjust election precincts.  So 

25 they are actually going through a separate process 
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1 right now to look at election precincts boundaries and 

2 make adjustments to those boundaries, and they attempt 

3 to try to keep election precincts at roughly 2500 

4 voters per precinct.

5              Now, they have other issues that they have 

6 to deal with; but, yes, they will be adjusting 

7 election precinct boundaries and that's a separate 

8 process.

9              Yes, a question in the back and then we'll 

10 work our way forward.

11              MR. McCORD:  Joe McCord.  Besides the 

12 general public and the City Council, are there other 

13 entities that have input into the process like the 

14 business community?  

15              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  Besides the 

16 general public and the City Council, are there other 

17 entities that have input into this process?  

18              Yes.  We notify, for example, the school 

19 district.  We get comments from them.  We also ask 

20 interest groups.  For example, one of the things we 

21 have to do is an outreach to the minority community.  

22 So we ask a number of interest groups to weigh in and 

23 give us their input.  Certainly, we -- the business 

24 community is another group that if they give us their 

25 input, we'll certainly consider that.  This is really 
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1 a public transparent process where anyone who gives us 

2 input, the input's going to be considered.

3              MR. JOHNSON:  And there are really two 

4 stages of this process.  One is we're looking for 

5 every idea on the planet, even if it's from someone 

6 who doesn't live in the city at this stage; and then, 

7 obviously, when the Council makes its decision on the 

8 final plan, it's a normal Council motion and normal 

9 Council vote so all the considerations that would 

10 happen in any Council motion would be considered 

11 there.

12              MR. KEMP:  Then the next question right 

13 here.        

14              MS. GIMAN:  Brenda Giman with a "G."  What 

15 are the possible consequences of redistricting, such 

16 as tax consequences?  

17              MR. KEMP:  What are the possible 

18 consequences of redistricting?

19              Redistricting does not change your taxes.  

20 Your taxes are levied citywide or in the case of 

21 Vistancia within the community facilities district.  

22 There is no change in -- 

23              MR. PENDERGAST:  What district?

24              MR. KEMP:  Our taxes are levied throughout 

25 the City the same or in Vistancia you're also part of 
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1 a community facilities district and some taxes are 

2 levied just within that district but nowhere else, but 

3 taxes don't change because of redistricting.  

4              They don't change a bit.  Your fire 

5 protection does not change.  Fire protection is the 

6 same before, same after.  Same with weed protection.  

7 Same with all of your city services.  What does change 

8 is your political representation.  You may be in a 

9 different Council member's district.  You could have a 

10 different Council member.  You may have other areas 

11 not part of your district that were part of your 

12 district.  This affects who you put in office to 

13 represent you and your interests at City Hall, and 

14 that's what this really is all about.

15              Your governmental services, your trash 

16 pickup is going to be the same the day before the City 

17 Council adopts the map, and it's going to be the same 

18 after the City Council adopts the map, but your 

19 representation at City Hall is what this is all about.

20              MR. JOHNSON:  I'm Don Johnson.  This is 

21 for ten years, right?  

22              MR. KEMP:  This will likely be for ten 

23 years.  The reason I hinge on that is that the 

24 Maricopa County in 1995 actually did a mid-decennial 

25 census and we had to redistrict in 1995.  They didn't 
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1 do it in 2005.  Whether they do it in 2015 is anyone's 

2 guess.  So I would expect it to be for ten years, but 

3 that's not a hundred percent certain.

4              MR. JOHNSON:  My question is:  Are you 

5 guys projecting midway what the population is going to 

6 look like?

7              MR. KEMP:  We are able to make some 

8 account for increases in population.  For example, in 

9 2000 we slightly underpopulated Mesquite District 

10 because we knew we had growth, but we still have to 

11 meet the equal population requirements of federal law, 

12 which is really a deviation of no more than five 

13 percent.  So Mesquite might be a little bit under that 

14 ideal number, but it won't be significantly under 

15 because we can't do that.

16              MR. JOHNSON:  What do you mean by 

17 deviation of five percent?  

18              MR. KEMP:  Basically, Federal Court has 

19 said equal population.  They realize you can't have in 

20 a city of 160,000 every district having exactly 26,720 

21 some people.  So they say, "Okay, there's a range of 

22 deviation that we will allow as being essentially 

23 equal," and that's what that means.  

24              Yes, then this question over here.

25              MR. PENDERGAST:  Butch Pendergast.  
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1 Speaking for myself and I think many of us, we 

2 definitely want to keep our representative that we 

3 have now.  

4              Do you want to get a straw vote on -- can 

5 you get an opinion for us?  

6              MR. KEMP:  The redistricting in Peoria is 

7 done by City Charter Amendment, and one of the things 

8 that charter amendment says is we cannot consider the 

9 residences of incumbent Council members.  So we 

10 actually have a few incumbent Council members in the 

11 office -- in the audience.  What we won't be 

12 considering is where they live.  That plays no part in 

13 the process in terms of what the staff recommends.  

14              Now, when it comes to the Council and they 

15 review it, that is a decision for elected officials; 

16 but in terms of the staff analysis, where individual 

17 Council members live, we need to consider in terms of 

18 keeping them in their district or not.  

19              In fact, in 2000 redistricting an 

20 incumbent City Council member was moved out of his 

21 district.  So that's certainly something you want to 

22 communicate to your elected officials, but it isn't 

23 something that plays a part in the staff analysis 

24 because we're not allowed to do that under the 

25 Charter.
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1              MS. NELSON:  Can you describe what happens 

2 if that happens this time, if a Council member is 

3 districted out?  

4              MR. KEMP:  If a Council -- if we 

5 redistrict and a Council member is moved --

6              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  What's her name?

7              MR. KEMP:  That was Wanda Nelson, our City 

8 Clerk, and she -- if we have a situation like we had 

9 in 2000, the Council member who is representing that 

10 district continues to represent that district for the 

11 remainder of their term.  

12              In 2000 the Mesquite District 

13 representative actually ended up in Ironwood.  So he 

14 finished the remaining two years of his term 

15 representing the Mesquite District.  He was not able 

16 to run for re-election, and that would happen if we 

17 had that again.  

18              This question and then we'll get to that 

19 question.

20              MS. ARMSTRONG:  Judy Armstrong.  It looks 

21 like population wise Mesquite is probably going to be 

22 two Council seats.  Right now we have one person.  

23 Would that happen before the next election?  Would 

24 there would be a special election or what happens?  

25              MR. KEMP:  No, it will happen -- the 
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1 redistricting process will be done -- 

2              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Would you repeat the 

3 question, please.

4              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  Mesquite will 

5 probably end up being two districts.  When will that 

6 become effective?  Will there be a special election?  

7 How will that happen?  

8              Our goal is to have the redistricting 

9 process done by -- and that means totally approved by 

10 the US Department of Justice, signed off by everyone 

11 by December of 2011.  So when the 2012 Council 

12 election comes along and one of the persons who 

13 happens to get elected in the 2012 election is the 

14 Council member from the Mesquite District, they will 

15 be running in their new boundaries and the Mesquite 

16 District that ends up somewhere else, whoever is 

17 running in that district, whatever it is, will be 

18 running in that area and they will either be running 

19 in 2012 or in Peoria our council elections are 

20 staggered.  Three run in 2012, three run in 2014.  So 

21 some may not feel the effect of these districts until 

22 2014.

23              MR. JOHNSON:  One thing to add to that, 

24 the year of the election is determined by the name of 

25 the district under the Charter.  
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1              So when you see the concept maps, they 

2 will actually have Districts A, B, C, D, E.  The names 

3 you're used to won't -- won't be there because we want 

4 to draw the districts that best represent the 

5 districts and the neighborhoods.  The names will be 

6 reassigned at the end.  So that's how that works, and 

7 don't be surprised if Mesquite's not on the map 

8 because we don't -- if, as we mentioned earlier, a 

9 district moves from the south to the north to pick up 

10 all that extra population, we don't want the debate to 

11 be whether it's Pine or Acacia moving.  We want the 

12 debate to be do these districts make the most sense 

13 for the communities?  We'll work out the names at the 

14 very end.

15              MR. KEMP:  And then, I believe, you had a 

16 question?  

17              MS. LONG:  Gail Long.  If we have an idea 

18 where we think the boundary for Mesquite would be the 

19 best possible place for us to be and we put it on a 

20 map and give it to you-all, would it also be helpful 

21 to give our rationale as to why we feel that would be 

22 the best boundary?  

23              MR. KEMP:  Absolutely.  Anything -- as 

24 much information as you can give -- and the question 

25 is:  Would it be a helpful if you draw a map showing 



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - 2/9/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

37

1 district boundaries to give the rationale?  The answer 

2 is "yes."  The more information you give us, the more 

3 we're able to consider in that process.  

4              And then, I believe, right behind you 

5 there's a question from that gentleman.

6              MR. HART:  Ray Hart.  I just want to be 

7 sure I understand.  There are six districts now, and 

8 when we talk about splitting Mesquite, we're going to 

9 split it up but it's going to go with one of the 

10 other -- you're not going to make another district?

11              MR. KEMP:  That's correct.  The question 

12 is:  There's six districts now.  Are you going to 

13 increase the number?  No.  The number of districts is 

14 set in the City Charter, and the City Charter requires 

15 that we have six districts plus a mayor elected at 

16 large.  This doesn't affect the mayor so after this is 

17 done there still will be six districts.  So there 

18 won't be any increase.  There will be six before, six 

19 after.

20              Yes, a question right here and then I'll 

21 get to that question.

22              MS. GOLDEN:  My name's Nancy Golden, and I 

23 have a question about underrepresentation, sort of the 

24 senior communities.

25              MR. KEMP:  Yes.
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1              MS. GOLDEN:  And because the Census is 

2 taken in April and a lot of the seniors have already 

3 left for the season, do you find that those 

4 neighborhoods are underrepresented?  

5              MR. KEMP:  The question is what about 

6 underrepresentation in the senior community, are they 

7 underrepresented in the Census?  

8              One of the problems that the Census has 

9 always had has been some amount of 

10 underrepresentation, maybe senior, maybe minority 

11 communities.  Unfortunately, we are required to take 

12 the Census as it is.  

13              So the question is could there be some 

14 questions on those numbers?  The answer is in the '90 

15 Census there was, in the 2000 Census there was, and I 

16 believe in the 2010 Census there will be, but we have 

17 to take those numbers as we receive them.  So we will 

18 use those numbers, but could there be some 

19 underrepresentation the answer is "yes."

20              Next question in the back.

21              MR. BELL:  Al Bell.  At what point will we 

22 have access to the Census tract maps before the data 

23 is compiled and will the Census -- do the rules 

24 influence -- let me ask it again.  

25              Will the Census tract boundaries influence 
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1 the options we have for adjusting the Council district 

2 properties?  

3              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  When will 

4 that information be available?  It has to be available 

5 before April 15th, and so right now we are hearing 

6 from the Census that they are really aiming for around 

7 April 1.  So as soon as that information is available, 

8 the City Clerk, if they have your e-mail address, will 

9 make it available to you.  They'll also make it 

10 available on the City's web site so you can access 

11 it.  We'll also have hard copies of it in the citizen 

12 packet.  

13              Will it affect the boundaries?  

14 Absolutely, because we have to be of equal population 

15 so we will be looking very closely at those tracts 

16 trying to get the equal population.

17              MR. BELL:  May I follow up, then -- 

18              MR. KEMP:  Yes.

19              MR. BELL:  -- with a clarifying question?  

20              Do we have to respect the Census tract 

21 boundaries coming up with new Council district 

22 boundaries or can Census tracts be split in some 

23 fashion?  

24              MR. KEMP:  The difficulty with the Census 

25 committee, now that Doug addressed this, is that 
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1 obviously then -- the question becomes what are the 

2 numbers?  

3              So I think the reality of it is, yes, we 

4 are going to be respecting those boundaries because we 

5 have to have substantially equal population and it 

6 becomes very, very difficult to split a Census tract 

7 and then to be able to demonstrate that you have equal 

8 population.

9              MR. JOHNSON:  Just -- just one technical 

10 clarification.  The numbers are -- for Census lingo, 

11 the numbers are by Census block.  So you actually can 

12 split tracts, but not the blocks.

13              MR. KEMP:  So splitting by the block would 

14 not be possible.  The tract is the larger number.

15              Yes, please. 

16              MR. KOCIEMBO:  Tom Kociembo.  When you 

17 send the stuff out on e-mail, there are two computers 

18 in our house.  Will I be able to forward it from one 

19 to the other without the other getting the jibberish?  

20              MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

21              MR. KEMP:  You should be able to do that.  

22 The e-mail will be in, like, a PDF file, some kind of 

23 file. 

24              MR. JOHNSON:  In all likelihood, we'll 

25 send a note saying, "The data is now available.  
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1 Here's the link to go get it," rather than filling 

2 your e-mail box with a big PDF.  

3              MR. KEMP:  Yes, sir.    

4              MR. PENDERGAST:  Butch Pendergast.  So the 

5 district representative has to live in the district?  

6              MR. KEMP:  They have to live in the 

7 district when they are seeking nomination.  So 

8 February of 2012, the Mesquite District representative 

9 will be pulling their nomination papers and seeking to 

10 get nominated for a term that starts in January of 

11 2013 and at that time they have to live in the 

12 district.

13              MR. PENDERGAST:  So can you or will you 

14 tell us where our current representative lives?  

15              MR. KEMP:  Your current representative, it 

16 does live in the Mesquite District.  She lives in the 

17 community of interest known as Westwing, which is 

18 right up in here, and that is where the current 

19 Mesquite District representative lives 

20              MR. PENDERGAST:  Thank you.

21              MR. KEMP:  And I can tell you where all 

22 the different representatives live if you're 

23 interested.

24              Yes, Wanda?  

25              MS. NELSON:  Wanda Nelson, City Clerk.         
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1              Can you describe the process if there's a 

2 group of folks who have one idea, do you want a 

3 hundred maps submitted or do you want one map?  Can 

4 you kind of talk that through a little bit?  

5              MR. JOHNSON:  Sure.  Yes, and our goal is 

6 to get ideas.  So if a hundred of you are interested 

7 in sending in the same map you don't have to all -- 

8 each draw it and send it in.  Essentially, one map 

9 with a hundred signatures or someone even chiming in 

10 when they see a map on line saying, "I went through 

11 the maps that have been submitted and I like Map X," 

12 is fine.  There's no need for a hundred people to draw 

13 the same map again and again.  

14              Part of it is the difference, as I 

15 mentioned before, at our stage of the staff looking at 

16 it, we're looking for ideas, and you'll see the six 

17 concepts will be very different and we'll try to kind 

18 of reflect each idea we've gotten.  

19              Then there's the second stage where the 

20 Council is deciding and that's more, as with any city 

21 issue, where a list of a thousand names or a hundred 

22 names endorsing one side has more weight than 

23 endorsing another side.  

24              Our goal in the six concepts is not to 

25 say, "Here's the best one and here's a couple little 
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1 changes on it."  Our goal in the six concepts is to 

2 say, "Here's six potentially very different ways of 

3 approaching this.  People of Peoria, come and tell us 

4 what you like and you don't like."  So we won't be 

5 saying, "This approach got a thousand letters so we 

6 did it in all six maps."  Probably no one idea will be 

7 embodied in all six maps, except compliance with the 

8 Voting Rights Act and equal population.

9              MR. KEMP:  Now, one factor that just kind 

10 of came up under our Charter we don't consider, is we 

11 don't consider where existing council members live.  

12 So the fact is where the current Mesquite District 

13 council member lives play absolutely no part in the 

14 drawing of those boundaries.  The same is true where 

15 the current Ironwood District member lives or the 

16 current Willow District member lives.  None of that is 

17 considered by the staff because our Charter says we're 

18 not to consider it.  So we won't be considering that 

19 at the staff level in the drawing of the maps.

20              AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Could you speak a little 

21 louder?  We can't hear you.

22              MR. KEMP:  Okay.  We won't be considering 

23 where current council members live.  Our City Charter, 

24 which governs redistricting, provides that we don't 

25 consider where the existing council members live.  So 
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1 where, for example, the Mesquite District member lives 

2 or the Ironwood District member lives, the staff 

3 doesn't consider that fact.

4              Yes?

5              MR. KRAUS:  Fred Kraus.  Can you take -- 

6 or maybe this is not the right time -- suggestions 

7 from us here, because I already have a concept in 

8 mind?  

9              MR. KEMP:  We would take suggestions at 

10 any time.  We would take them in any manner, comment 

11 forms, we'll take maps.  All comments are being 

12 recorded by the --

13              MR. KRAUSE:  I don't know how the numbers 

14 work out and you can do a straw man vote, but I would 

15 like to see if we could separate the districts 

16 horizontally at Happy Valley Road, one district north 

17 of Happy Valley, one road south of Happy Valley, 

18 straight east and west.

19              MR. KEMP:  And that certainly can be 

20 something.  Happy Valley Road -- 

21              MR. KRAUSE:  That would be a concept.

22              MR. KEMP:  It's one of what we call a 

23 major physical constraint and we identify those on -- 

24 the question is where you separate the districts, and 

25 a suggestion was Happy Valley Road.  
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1              We do consider those types of things.  

2 Happy Valley Road, the loop 303, loop 101, Lake 

3 Pleasant Parkway are all what we call major physical 

4 constraints and we look at major physical constraints 

5 in setting district boundaries.

6              MR. KRAUSE:  Like I said, because it keeps 

7 Vistancia together.  It also -- cities like Scottsdale 

8 that's north and south move up and down.  It also 

9 keeps the new 303 all in one district.

10              MR. KEMP:  And so that will certainly be 

11 something -- that is a physical constraint that 

12 certainly will be looked at in the process.

13              Yes, please, there's a question back there 

14 in the blue.

15              MR. WEICHSEL:  The question is -- well, my 

16 name's Howard Weichsel.  The question is, since 

17 redistricting has political implications, when you 

18 draw the new boundary lines, are there going to be any 

19 possibilities of islands or do all of the districts 

20 have to be contiguous or nearby?  

21              MR. KEMP:  Are the districts -- the 

22 question is:  Are there going to be any possibilities 

23 of islands or that the districts won't be contiguous.  

24              The answer is "no," the districts must be 

25 contiguous.  Obviously, we've all heard of 
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1 gerrymandering.  No matter what the rules are, can 

2 there be gerrymandering?  The answer is "yes," but 

3 from the staff's standpoint we're not looking at 

4 that.  We're looking at the mandatory factors that we 

5 have to look at to meet the requirements of the law 

6 and to make the districts work from an election 

7 standpoint.  

8              There's a question in the back.

9              MR. CAMIN:  Charles Camin, C-a-m-i-n.  

10              Have there been these type of meetings in 

11 all six districts or are they planned in all six of 

12 these districts?  

13              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  Have there 

14 been these types of meetings in all six districts?  

15 Yes, this is the sixth of six meetings.  We have had a 

16 meeting in every district:  the Acacia, Pine, Palo 

17 Verde, Willow, Ironwood and now the Mesquite District, 

18 and there has been six of these meetings and one in 

19 each district.

20              MR. CAMIN:  Has it been this kind of 

21 turnout at all of them?  

22              MR. KEMP:  No, the turnout has been 

23 different in different districts.  Some districts have 

24 had very limited turnout.  Other districts have had 

25 very exciting turnouts, and I think this is a great 



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - 2/9/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

47

1 citizen involvement, but each district has had a 

2 meeting.

3              MR. CAMIN:  Thank you.

4              MR. JOHNSON:  One thing to note on that is 

5 that when we come back out with the concepts, we're 

6 only planning probably two meetings.  So they won't be 

7 in all the districts.  Essentially, there will be one 

8 north and one south so...

9              MR. KEMP:  But we're going to have it at a 

10 different venue than this venue because we expect to 

11 have a lot of interest and we'll have a venue that 

12 will be suitable for the level of the interest that I 

13 think we're expecting.

14              Yes, please.

15              MR. STEWART:  Tim Stewart.  My question, I 

16 apologize, I missed the beginning.  Are all districts 

17 expected to be rearranged or are some districts going 

18 to stay the same potentially?  

19              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  Are all 

20 districts expected to be rearranged?  The answer is 

21 "yes" all districts are going to be rearranged because 

22 all districts have to be substantially equal in 

23 population and they are all going to be adjusted.

24              Yes, please.

25              MR. PENDERGAST:  I'm curious how much 
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1 input do Council members have on this?  Historically, 

2 is it pretty much what the staff recommends or -- 

3              MR. KEMP:  The answer is that "no."  What 

4 happens is -- the question is:  How much input does 

5 Council members have?  

6              The staff does the first part of the 

7 process because we're having to look at the 

8 demographics.  We're having to look at the legal 

9 requirements.  We're having to look at the election 

10 law requirements.  When this goes to the study session 

11 of City Council in June in the June and July process, 

12 that is where Council members have their input and I 

13 am certain all seven of them are going to have a lot 

14 of things to say about it.

15              MR. JOHNSON:  And we won't be sending just 

16 one map.  There won't be a staff-recommended -- well, 

17 there might be a recommended plan with alternates, but 

18 there won't be just one map for the Council.  They 

19 will get a packet from us with focus, and then they'll 

20 get everything that's come in so that they can choose 

21 what they want to choose.

22              MS. LONG:  Gail Long.  But the Council 

23 members are still held responsible for the legal 

24 criteria for the districts?  

25              MR. KEMP:  That's correct.  I mean, if the 
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1 Council -- if they were to say, "Well, we want to draw 

2 a map that doesn't have equal population," I -- as the 

3 City's lawyer I would have to say to them, "Well, you 

4 can do that as a Council, but legally the courts won't 

5 approve it.  The Department of Justice won't approve 

6 it and we'll be back doing this again because we have 

7 to meet these requirements," and -- but certainly at 

8 the June and July stage it's really going to be a 

9 council.  

10              Council's going to be involved in the 

11 process at that point giving their input on the 

12 various concepts that are submitted.  As Doug 

13 mentioned, they will have all the background 

14 information so they will know -- and, in fact, we 

15 report on an ongoing basis to them about what we're 

16 doing and what is occurring.  So they are very 

17 familiar with what is going on in the process.

18              MR. JOHNSON:  And one thing that we always 

19 see with these kits is someone that has an idea for a 

20 plan but doesn't want to do all the math and so they 

21 kind of sketch the idea of a plan and send it in, 

22 which is fine, we welcome that.  

23              Now, when that plan goes to Council, it's 

24 going to have a note with it saying, "This plan is out 

25 of balance.  The districts -- you know, they chose not 
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1 to do the numbers and the districts aren't equal 

2 population."  Council may like the concept and the 

3 reasoning they wrote with it and say in the study 

4 session, "Okay, we like this idea.  Staff, can you 

5 balance them.  Kind of try to stick with the idea and 

6 balance the numbers."  

7              So there're in that way things that go in 

8 with an initial note saying, "This is not a 

9 legally-compliant plan," and they still help the 

10 process along. 

11              MR. KEMP:  I believe you had a question.

12              MS. ARMSTRONG:  Judy Armstrong.  I'm 

13 relatively new to Arizona, and where I came from 

14 before City Council elections were nonpartisan.  

15              Is that also true here?  There's no reason 

16 to gerrymander using the voter registration numbers?  

17              MR. KEMP:  The question is:  Are City 

18 Council elections in Arizona nonpartisan?

19              Yes, in the City of Peoria they are 

20 nonpartisan.  There are two cities that they are 

21 partisan, but Peoria's not one of them.  In the City 

22 of Peoria they are nonpartisan.  Now, interestingly 

23 enough, Council members are able to get the voter 

24 registration numbers broken down by party and, 

25 frankly, sometimes political parties actually will 
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1 endorse candidates in a nonpartisan election, but they 

2 are nonpartisan.

3              Wanda, did you have a question?    

4              MS. NELSON:  I was just giving you a time.

5              MR. KEMP:  Okay.  Yes, please. 

6              MR. JOHNSON:  Don Johnson.  I'm still back 

7 on your first statement when you opened the meeting 

8 up.  You said the federal government makes so many 

9 Mexicans in this district.  Did you say that?  

10              MR. KEMP:  Yeah, I mean, Arizona is one -- 

11 the question is:  The federal government -- how do 

12 they look at minority voting, so to speak.

13              MR. JOHNSON:  Right.

14              MR. KEMP:  The issue is Arizona is one of 

15 17 states covered under the Federal Voting Rights 

16 Act.  That law requires that we provide opportunities 

17 for minority participation in the political process.  

18 In Arizona that's primarily Latino, unless you were in 

19 Northern Arizona where we're talking about American 

20 Indian communities such as the Navajo and Apache.  If 

21 you were in other parts of the country, it would be 

22 African-American and California, for example, it's 

23 also Asian-American.  In Peoria it's primarily 

24 Latino.  

25              We have one Latino district of influence, 
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1 which is the Acacia District, and there we will be 

2 required to take as many steps as we can to try to 

3 maintain the Latino content of that district.  Now, 

4 the reality of it is there's this concept called 

5 "retrogression," which is the spreading out of the 

6 Latino population and the fact that it is not as 

7 significant as it once was in Acacia.  So that we have 

8 to balance as well, but we will have to take steps to 

9 try to maintain the Hispanic content in the Acacia 

10 District.

11              MR. JOHNSON:  And -- and we use -- the 

12 shorthand that's used in redistricting is minority 

13 influence.  If you go back to the legal basis, the law 

14 actually defines our protected classes and that goes 

15 back to the '60s and '70s and discriminations tests.  

16 So it's not every ethnic group that's covered.  It's 

17 federally-defined protected classes.

18              MR. KEMP:  Are there any other questions?  

19              On behalf of the City the City staff, I 

20 want to thank you for coming out tonight.  By all 

21 means, if you have questions and comments about this 

22 process, there's comment forms.  You can contact the 

23 City on our web page.  There's a redistricting tab.  

24 You can contact your Council members.  There's Council 

25 members here tonight.  Contact them and let them know 
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1 your concerns.  

2              Any of those things work.  We are very 

3 interested in the public's input because your input 

4 directly affects this plan.  The 2000 plan, if you 

5 look at that district in light blue, the Palo Verde 

6 District, the boundaries of that district in large 

7 part are a result of a citizen comment, a citizen 

8 kit.  

9              So if you're thinking this doesn't really 

10 matter, it does.  Your political representation does 

11 matter to you and we're very much interested in the 

12 comments, suggestions and input you can provide and, 

13 again, thank you for coming out tonight.  

14         

15         

16         

17              (Whereupon the proceedings were concluded 

18 at 7:25 p.m.)

19         

20         

21         

22         

23         

24         

25         
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1           MR. KEMP:  We will go ahead and start this.  

2 First, I would like to welcome you to the meeting and 

3 thank Christ Church of the Valley for making their 

4 facility available to us.   

5           I would note that we do have a couple of 

6 Council members with us tonight, Councilwoman      

7 Cathy Carlat and Councilman Dave Pearson, who are with 

8 us tonight.   

9           Just another introduction in this process, on 

10 your seat, there is a packet of information.  The top 

11 part of this information is a copy of the City's 

12 citizen kit with maps and some statistical information.  

13 It includes the six concept maps that you see here.  

14 The second part of the packet is a demographic packet 

15 from National Demographics.   

16           We do have with us tonight Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, 

17 who is our interpreter.  And if we have any citizens 

18 who are more comfortable having this in Spanish,     

19 Mr. Hoyos will interpret these proceedings, and it will 

20 be in Spanish.   

21           We also have with us a court reporter.  And she 

22 will be taking testimony.  And so as we ask for public 

23 comments, we would ask you before your comments to 

24 provide your name so that it can be part of the 

25 official record.   
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1           And then finally in terms of this process, for 

2 each of these concepts, the staff had certain 

3 requirements that we looked at.  There's some things 

4 that we can't look at.  For example, we can't look    

5 at -- individuals might say, well, I don't like being 

6 in this map with this group or that group.  The City is 

7 required to follow very strict legal guidelines in 

8 looking at this process.   

9           And finally tonight, I'd like to introduce 

10 Wanda Nelson, who is in the back, our city clerk.  She 

11 is the person who you can submit your comments to.  And 

12 if you look on the back of your sheet in your first 

13 packet, the last page in that is a comment sheet.  Her 

14 office is compiling all of those comments, and you can 

15 either fill out this form, or you can submit comments 

16 via the City's website at www.PeoriaAZ.gov under the 

17 redistricting tab, or you can send them by mail.   

18           And, Wanda, I will let you address the comment 

19 page for a minute if you would, please. 

20           MS. NELSON:  Sure.  And actually what we're 

21 doing right now is we are passing out a separate sheet, 

22 Steve, with a comment card in it as well, the yellow 

23 sheet.  So feel free if you want to fill that out 

24 tonight and leave it with us, that's fine.  Or you can 

25 send us an e-mail with which concepts you like.  And 
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1 when you select your concept or concepts, please let us 

2 know both what you like and what you don't like so we 

3 can take that into consideration as well.  Thank you.   

4           MR. KEMP:  Now, why we are here tonight is the 

5 City is required after every census to redraw the 

6 boundaries in its council districts.  And the last time 

7 the City did this was in 2000.  And after each census, 

8 we are required by law to do that.   

9           And we started this process actually back in 

10 August of last year where we began compiling 

11 information needed for the redistricting.  We selected 

12 a consulting firm, National Demographics, to assist us 

13 in September.  And since that time, we have been 

14 working through a very public process.  It was 

15 initially meetings to get citizen'S thoughts about what 

16 districts should look like.   

17           And tonight, we have six very different 

18 concepts, which all meet the legal requirements, which 

19 we are now asking for your input on.  And from a legal 

20 standpoint, the demographic consultants and the staff 

21 looked at five distinct things which we look at in this 

22 process.   

23           The first one is districts have to have 

24 substantially equal population.  What that means is the 

25 federal courts have said you can have a deviation of no 
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1 more than 5 percent.  So if you take 1,000 people, you 

2 can have a district of 975 to 1,025, 2 and a half 

3 percent on either side.   

4           Secondly, we have to look at -- we try not to 

5 separate communities of interest, communities such as 

6 West Wing, Westbrook Village, Vistancia, Desert Harbor.  

7 We try to keep communities of interest together.  Now, 

8 it's not always possible but we try to do that.   

9           Third, we look at major physical and natural 

10 constraints.  In the city we have the New River, the 

11 Agua Fria River, as well as you have Loop 101, Loop 

12 303, US 60.  All of those are major physical 

13 constraints that we look at.  Lake Pleasant Parkway is 

14 another major physical constraint as well as Happy 

15 Valley Road.   

16           Now, these boundaries are dictated in part by 

17 the census block and tract lines.  And one thing that 

18 is important to note is those lines were created a 

19 couple of years ago.  So sometimes we've opened -- like 

20 Happy Valley was opened up fairly recently.  It came 

21 after the block and tract lines were created.  So you 

22 may find that the block and tract lines don't quite 

23 follow the road because the census doesn't operate on 

24 the same schedule that the City does.   

25           And then an additional factor that we look at 
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1 is we look at do these districts comply with the 

2 requirements of the Voting Rights Act?  Arizona is one 

3 of 17 states that is subject to US Voting Rights Act.  

4 What this means is all of our election processes, 

5 including redistricting, must be approved by the      

6 US Department of Justice.  If the Department of Justice 

7 denies approval, then the plan doesn't go into effect. 

8           And the Justice Department can actually take 

9 other steps to enforce compliance, such as the Justice 

10 Department can actually say we're going to shorten 

11 everyone's terms, and you are going to do an at-large 

12 election until you have districts that comply.  So the 

13 Justice Department has absolute veto power over this 

14 process.   

15           Now, one of the requirements of the Voting 

16 Rights Act is that we have a minority impact district 

17 in Peoria, and that is the Acacia district.  The City 

18 has to take maximum steps to avoid what we call 

19 retrogression or a reduction in the minority's 

20 population to elect a candidate of their choice.   

21           So one of the things that happens is we have to 

22 take a very close analysis of Acacia and say how are we 

23 maintaining that population's ability to elect the 

24 candidate of their choice?  And if we do things that 

25 reduce that ability, that causes the plan to not be 
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1 approved by the Department of Justice.   

2           So we look at those five factors.  The factor 

3 we don't look at in this process under our charter is 

4 we as the staff and consultant don't look at the 

5 current residences of councilmembers.  Where a 

6 councilmember lives doesn't play any part in the legal 

7 analysis of whether these plans meet compliance.   

8           Now, ultimately these plans go to the Council, 

9 and they will make the decision.  And each of these 

10 plans you see before you tonight, Concepts 1 through 6, 

11 do meet all of those five factors.  And as the City's 

12 attorney, I believe they would be approved by the     

13 US Justice Department as being in compliance with the 

14 Voting Rights Act.  And so that is the basis for that.   

15           Where do we go from here?  We are asking 

16 tonight for your input.  The whole purpose of these 

17 public meetings is to find out from you, the citizens 

18 of Peoria, what you like, what you don't like about 

19 these plans, if there's changes that you think maybe 

20 would be possible.  And all of those types of things, 

21 we want to hear.   

22           Now, one of the issues that comes up is, well, 

23 can you tweak the boundaries of these plans?  The 

24 answer is yes to a limited degree, but it's kind of 

25 like a set of dominoes.  Every tweak you make, if you 
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1 suddenly change the population of that green district 

2 over there and add a few more people to it, now you 

3 have an unacceptable deviation.  So you've got to take 

4 a few people out of the green district and put them in 

5 the purple district.  And now it has an unacceptable 

6 deviation, so you have to take people out of that 

7 district.   

8           So it's just like a row of dominoes.  Every 

9 little tweak, the dominoes all fall.  So the answer is 

10 yes, but then it's not like you can just move one line 

11 and that's all you have to do.  One move means six 

12 moves.  And so that is an important point to remember.   

13           And ultimately, these six concepts will come to 

14 your City Council, and they will be asked to pick three 

15 concepts that they prefer.  And then we will again go 

16 back out on the road in a public meeting and ask the 

17 citizens, here are the three concepts the City Council 

18 picked.  Tell us what your thoughts are about those 

19 three concepts.   

20           Now, the goal is to have an approved concept 

21 before the City Council on July 5th, because after that 

22 process, we have to then go back to the City Council, 

23 and we have to then have them adopt legal descriptions 

24 and adopt formal maps.  And then we have to submit the 

25 entire thing to the Department of Justice.  When I did 
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1 the 2000 submission, we had three binders about that 

2 thick.  So it is tremendous amount of information.  And 

3 then the Department of Justice has to approve all of 

4 it.   

5           So that is what will happen in this process.  

6 And you as citizens are certainly free to contact your 

7 councilmembers and certainly attend the city council 

8 meetings on June 7th and the public scoping meeting on 

9 June 14th, and the second city council meeting on   

10 June 21st.  All of those are public meetings.  And, 

11 again, any input tonight or in the future is going to 

12 be provided to the Council.   

13           And finally, sometimes I am asked, well, can't 

14 we just draw boundaries to -- there's a term, 

15 gerrymander.  What is gerrymandering?  Gerrymandering 

16 is setting district lines to get a particular result.  

17 The answer is gerrymandering is something that, again, 

18 you can't really do because the federal courts have 

19 said you have to have compact districts.  You can tweak 

20 boundaries, but you can't do intentional things.   

21           Like in Texas, they tried to keep a congressman 

22 in office, so they had an 80-mile long strip to include 

23 the congressman's house so he could stay in office.  

24 The federal courts struck down Texas's redistricting 

25 plan.  They said that was unacceptable gerrymandering, 
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1 and that went too far.   

2           So there are limits in terms of, again, people 

3 wondering why doesn't the City just gerrymander the 

4 districts.  The answer is we can't.  It's a legal 

5 issue.  We can't.   

6           And with that, we have Dr. Alan Heslop from 

7 National Demographics, and he is going to talk about 

8 each specific map.  And then we have our city clerk, 

9 Wanda Nelson, with a microphone, and she will come 

10 around and ask you to identify yourself and give us 

11 your comments, your thoughts, your suggestions in this 

12 process and any questions that you have.   

13           And with that, Dr. Heslop. 

14           DR. HESLOP:  Thank you very much.  I'm 

15 delighted to be back in Peoria.  Whether you know it or 

16 not, I have been involved in now four Peoria 

17 redistrictings.  I said that at an earlier town 

18 meeting, and someone said what's the problem here?   

19 Why do you have to keep coming back?  It's not that I 

20 don't like Peoria.  The problem is you; Peoria keeps 

21 growing.   

22           I want to begin with a very quick illustration.  

23 You have two things in your packet.  They are the City 

24 of Peoria Public Participation Districting Kit, and you 

25 have in addition the City of Peoria 2011 Redistricting 
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1 Concept Maps.  I want you to turn to page 3 of the kit.  

2 Page 3 is a memo from the National Demographics 

3 president, Douglas Johnson.  It is the packet that is 

4 labeled City of Peoria Public Participation Districting 

5 Kit.  Okay?  There are two packets.  One is the City of 

6 Peoria Public Participation Districting Kit, and the 

7 other is the redistricting concept maps.  There are two 

8 stapled things in your packet.  Does everyone have the 

9 Public Participation Districting Kit?  Please turn to 

10 page 3.  Is everyone on page 3?   

11           This is an April 10 memo from Doug Johnson    

12 of National Demographics to your city attorney,    

13 Steve Kemp.  Look at the bottom of that page, please.   

14 You'll see at the bottom a statistical table.  It is a 

15 summary of population deviations.   

16           And here's the problem that keeps me coming 

17 back to Peoria.  The first district, Acacia, suffers 

18 from a 30 percent negative deviation.  In other words, 

19 relative to the other districts in the city, Acacia is 

20 losing population relative to the others.  Now, this is 

21 a pretty big problem.  Acacia is 30 percent light, 

22 about 7,800 people.   

23           Now look at the third district on the table, 

24 Mesquite.  Mesquite has a 100-percent-plus deviation.  

25 In other words, Mesquite is two districts, not one.  
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1 And that is something that only God can control.  I 

2 guess this is the right place to invoke the deity.  

3 Something is happening out there in Mesquite.  Your 

4 population is growing very rapidly.  So think about it.  

5 There is an additional district up to the north of the 

6 city.  This means that the political geography of the 

7 city is going to have to change.   

8           In 1989 when the districts were first 

9 established here, the city fathers -- and mother, I 

10 think it was at the time -- at the time insisted that 

11 the process be transparent, open to the public, and 

12 that it be conducted in a way to prevent redistricting 

13 abuse.  Steve Kemp, your city attorney, has already 

14 used the G word, gerrymander.   

15           Abusive redistricting has many forms.  There is 

16 partisan redistricting.  That would be allocation of 

17 that led to the formation of the Arizona Redistricting 

18 Commission.  There is incumbent, or sometimes referred 

19 to as sweetheart, abusive redistricting.  Sweetheart 

20 gerrymandering is where incumbents simply lock 

21 themselves into power.  And there's the ethnic 

22 gerrymander where a majority takes advantage of the 

23 minority and reduces its influence in politics.  So 

24 there are different gerrymanders.   

25           The founding fathers of this process wanted it 
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1 to be open so that sort of abusive redistricting could 

2 not take place.   

3           I'm always delighted to come to Peoria because 

4 you have an excellent city attorney with whom we have 

5 worked very successfully witin the past and some 

6 wonderful city clerks, now Ms. Wanda Nelson.  And you 

7 see the hard work reflected in these meetings.   

8           What is the purpose of this evening's 

9 discussion?  It is to participate in that open public, 

10 transparent process and to ensure that abusive 

11 redistricting does not take place.  Peoria wants a 

12 redistricting that reflects communities, that is in 

13 line with all of the legal requirements and that does 

14 not expose the City to multimillion-dollar lawsuits.  

15 And that is the fate of many cities that play with the 

16 redistricting process for political advantage rather 

17 than taking it very seriously.   

18           The city attorney instructed us to develop six 

19 plans.  You see them here.  I've been encouraged to see 

20 that you are gathering around them and discussing them.  

21 The point is to get your reaction to some very 

22 different concepts.  Each of these plans, as the city 

23 attorney has told you, passes legal muster.  But we 

24 were instructed to develop plans that contrast with one 

25 another, that are different.   
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1           And the reason for contrasting plans is to get 

2 your reaction to different features of these plans.  So 

3 I am hoping this evening that we can go through these 

4 plans and afterwards you will step up and say why you 

5 hate this plan, why you like this plan.  Give us some 

6 additional testimony that we can use in the developing 

7 of some final concepts for the city's redistricting.  

8 Help us to improve so that communities are better 

9 represented than they are in these different concepts.  

10           So now let me ask you to turn to the other 

11 packet.  This is the packet that is labeled 

12 Redistricting Concept Maps.   

13           MR. KEMP:  It will be your first packet.  We 

14 have the City logo on the front page and it's labeled 

15 City of Peoria 2011 Redistricting Concept Maps.   

16           DR. HESLOP:  I will ask you to look at these 

17 maps.  And I will just say a word or two about each 

18 one.  So Plan No. 1, let's talk about Plan No. 1.  

19 That's the second page in your packet.  This plan takes 

20 the eastern edges of Districts B and C to the north.  

21 District B goes all of the way up to Happy Valley Road 

22 east of 79th Avenue, and C goes to Deer Valley Road 

23 east of 83rd Avenue.  There is a kind of east-west axis 

24 to B and D in this plan.  It strikes me as reasonably 

25 compact.  It's a very attractive plan aesthetically.  
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1           Now let's go to Plan No. 2.  Plan No. 1, all of 

2 those districts are substantially equal.  The city 

3 attorney has looked at it, and he believes it will pass 

4 legal muster.  Let me underscore what he said.  We can 

5 tweak these districts, but there is a limit.   

6           So let's look at a different concept,       

7 Plan No. 2.  Plan No. 2 puts Westbrook Village in 

8 District B with areas to the north rather than the 

9 south.  It creates a District C that follows the city's 

10 border with Phoenix from Thunderbird to Happy Valley.  

11 District F in this plan is completely south of Grand 

12 Avenue.   

13           This is more of a north-south axis.  And you 

14 could complain a little about the compactness of C, but 

15 in terms of communication, both portions of C are in 

16 easy transportation reach to one another.  That is not 

17 a plan, in my judgment, that would fail on the 

18 compactness graph.  So again substantially equal in the 

19 view of the city attorney, and I think he's right; the 

20 plan fully complies with our legal criteria.   

21           Let's turn to Plan No. 3.  Take a look at 

22 Districts B and C here.  The border between Districts B 

23 and C goes down to 83rd Avenue and Lake Pleasant Drive.  

24 The area east of Westbrook Village is in District B 

25 instead of District C.  Again, in terms of a      
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1 north-south axis, B covering the east-west portions of 

2 the city, compact and again substantially equal.  It's 

3 a very sharp contrast with the other plans that we have 

4 been looking at.   

5           Let's now look at Plan No. 4.  This plan takes 

6 District B to Happy Valley Road between 75th and 83rd.  

7 District C comes north of Beardsley between 91st and 

8 107th and takes the Dove Valley Ranch and the Palm 

9 Ridge developments.  District E has probably the 

10 biggest Hispanic voting age population of these plans.   

11           So let's go on to the next one, Plan No. 5.  

12 Okay.  Here we are, Plan No. 5.  If you take a look at 

13 District B, this district is truly an east-west 

14 district.  It is south of Greenway, south of the 

15 doughnut hole in the city.  District E comes all the 

16 way north to Sweetwater and east to 83rd Street.  

17 District C goes north of Beardsley along Lake Pleasant 

18 to 95th, and it takes in the neighborhood around 

19 Sunrise Mountain.   

20           Okay.  Plan No. 6, let's take a look at F.  One 

21 of the comments was that we should be sensitive to the 

22 actual freeway configuration in the city.  District F 

23 is, in this plan, completely to the west of the 101.  

24 And to illustrate and underscore the city attorney's 

25 comment that when you make a change here, you have to 
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1 make up the changes there.  You see the consequences of 

2 putting F to the west of the 101.  District D wraps 

3 around District E.  But it allows us to put District D 

4 completely below Thunderbird.   

5           Now, there's some similarities among these 

6 plans.  For example, the northern districts in Plan 6 

7 are precisely the same as the northern districts in 

8 Plan 3.  But what I'd like to focus on here are the 

9 contrasts.  Your job this evening is to give us 

10 feedback on these contrasts.  They are very different 

11 plans.  They would produce different results 

12 politically, representationally, in terms of community.  

13           Are these plans -- or which of these plans is 

14 going to add to the sense of community that, when it is 

15 all said and done, is at the bottom of this whole 

16 process?  We want to develop a greater community sense, 

17 greater community participation in the city.  We want 

18 to enhance the citizen process.  Which of these plans 

19 is going to do that for you?  Which won't do it?  

20 Please give us feedback.   

21           I don't have to do any more work this evening.  

22 I haven't done much already.  It's your job to give us 

23 feedback on these plans.  Congratulations to those who 

24 developed plans of their own.  I was talking with a 

25 gentleman earlier about it.  If you've done it, you 
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1 know it's not all that easy.   

2           And if you hear someone talking about just 

3 squaring off those districts, which was a comment I 

4 heard at an earlier meeting today, you know how 

5 dangerous that sort of idea is.  These districts cannot 

6 be squared up.  We have legal criteria.   

7           So with that, my hope is that you will raise 

8 your hand and the city clerk, Ms. Wanda Nelson, will 

9 approach you.  You'll take the microphone.  Your words 

10 will be recorded for this process and indeed for 

11 posterity.  So please take your opportunity to give 

12 citizen input to this process.   

13           MR. KEMP:  Before you start, please identify 

14 yourselves.  We do have a court reporter taking down 

15 the testimony.  So just give your name before you 

16 start, and the city clerk will bring you the 

17 microphone.  Please give your name so that the court 

18 reporter can take your name, and then we will be very 

19 interested to hear your comment.   

20           MR. KACHINKA:  Tom Kachinka (phonetic.)  Which 

21 one of these districts keeps the most city councilmen 

22 in their current districts? 

23           DR. HESLOP:  Don't know.   

24           MR. KEMP:  We don't know.  Under the charter, 

25 we are not permitted to look at where the residences of 
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1 City Council members are.  So we do not know where they 

2 live.   

3           MR. KACHINKA:  Okay.  Thank you.  Tom Kachinka. 

4           DR. HESLOP:  We don't know.  We simply do not 

5 have that information.  

6           MR. KACHINKA:  I was just curious.  

7           MR. WHITE:  My name is Christian white.  I live 

8 in the Ironwood District.  I just want to say that I 

9 personally liked Plan No. 5 the best because the 

10 districts kind of sat on top of each other and the 

11 lines don't go up and down on the quarter-mile streets.  

12 I think the quarter-mile streets are kind of a bad 

13 place to put a line because you're only 30 feet away 

14 from your cross street neighbor, and if a streetlight 

15 is out or something it's like, okay, they're in another 

16 district.  So I like that plan.   

17           Also it also kind of keeps Terramar in that 

18 area kind of north with the Happy Valley corridor.  And 

19 it's not like all rounded around other districts.  I 

20 really don't like Plan No. 2 or Plan No. 4 or Plan   

21 No. 6 for that matter, because they don't seem very 

22 natural.  

23           I know that Plan No. 5 puts two council members 

24 in the same district, but to me that is not as 

25 important because some of them just live really close 
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1 to each other.  And I would rather be near my neighbor 

2 as opposed to hoping that I have the same 

3 representative, because we would essentially have the 

4 same concerns.  So that's my position.   

5           MS. LONG:  My name is Gail Long.  I live in 

6 Mesquite.  And, first of all, I would like to say as my 

7 position as a resident of Mesquite, I am very pleased 

8 to see the southern boundary for Mesquite is basically 

9 Happy Valley Road or little bit south of that.  I see 

10 you certainly listened to the concerns of all of us who 

11 live in that area.  And I want to thank you for that.  

12 That was very important to us to remain as a cohesive 

13 community.  So thank you for that.   

14           In looking at these, I would have to go along 

15 what with what Christian just said.  The Plan No. 5 

16 seems to be, from my point of view, the most natural 

17 way of dividing the populations of the city into 

18 compact, cohesive districts that would have common 

19 interests with each other, and it would be easy to get 

20 around or easy to contact your council member.  I would 

21 say I would strongly recommend Plan No. 5 to you.   

22           MALE CITIZEN:  Tom (indiscernible) Mesquite  

23 district.  Two questions.  One, why wouldn't you -- or 

24 did you consider splitting Mesquite into two districts 

25 and adding a councilperson?   
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1           MR. KEMP:  No.  Our charter limits us to six 

2 districts.  So we have to end up with six at the end of 

3 the day.   

4           MALE CITIZEN:  Okay.  With all of the roads 

5 going north, and you'll get extension of roads over the 

6 next ten years going north, Mesquite is going to be way 

7 out of balance again.  So how do you account for that 

8 in these calculations?  

9           MR. KEMP:  Well, what we tried to do is -- we 

10 are limited because we have to have them substantially 

11 equal.  We are limited by that deviation factor.  Some 

12 of these plans slightly underpopulated Mesquite by a 

13 couple hundred persons, but that is not going to 

14 significantly impact us.  That is one of the 

15 consequences of a rapidly growing city is that you have 

16 this issue of the districts being way out of whack from 

17 a population standpoint.  And you get a significant 

18 movement of boundaries.   

19           When you compare the first map with the 2000 

20 current districts, those districts had 18,000 people.  

21 So now they're going to have 25,600.  That makes a huge 

22 difference.  If the city grows at that rate in the 

23 future, again, we're going to have some of the same 

24 issues in 2020.   

25           Are there any other questions or comments 
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1 today?   

2           MALE CITIZEN:  Manny (indiscernible.)  I live 

3 in Mesquite.  You made some comment earlier about 

4 Westbrook Village.  In which of these plans does it 

5 stay contiguous?  Is it all of the same in all the 

6 plans?   

7           MR. KEMP:  Contiguous?  

8           MALE CITIZEN:  Are they the same?  

9           DR. HESLOP:  No, they are not.  But Westbrook 

10 Village is kept together, yes.   

11           MR. KEMP:  Are there any other questions 

12 tonight?   

13           FEMALE CITIZEN:  One question.  What is the 

14 deadline for giving our comments to the City?   

15           MR. KEMP:  We are going to continue this 

16 process.  We will have the first council study session 

17 on this on June 7th.  These will be coming to the 

18 Council, but not until July 5th.  The Council will be 

19 asked on June 21 to make the final decision as to which 

20 map to bring back.  So certainly all of the way up to 

21 June 21, please feel free to send us your comments.  

22 And certainly even if we receive any after that date, 

23 they will be included in what we submit to the 

24 Department of Justice.   

25           Are there any other questions?   
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1           MS. EDMONDS:  Linda Edmonds.  I live in the 

2 Ironwood district.  I looked at all six maps, and we 

3 are in the same position in all of them.  There's no 

4 differences.  So is my input of any use in this process 

5 of redistricting?   

6           MR. KEMP:  Well, in terms of --  

7           MS. EDMONDS:  Nothing is changing.  Nothing 

8 changes. 

9           MR. KEMP:  Well, that would be -- I mean, 

10 there's different concepts.  Some of them, for example, 

11 as Dr. Heslop put it to you, if you look at Plan No. 6, 

12 this is a much more north-south concept than what the 

13 city has traditionally had.  Plan No. 5 is a much more 

14 east-west concept.  So the changes are kind of whether 

15 you want to go with the north-south concept or whether 

16 you go with an east-west concept.  So I mean, at the 

17 end of the day that Ironwood is legally compliant, what 

18 becomes difficult is if we suddenly try to make changes 

19 on one, it affects all six.   

20           MS. EDMONDS:  I understand.  But what I was 

21 trying to communicate is that where I am at in the 

22 green, that doesn't change on any of these maps.  It's 

23 the same.  

24           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  And that is partially because 

25 these are the areas -- if you look at Peoria's growth, 
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1 a significant portion of the growth in Peoria between 

2 2000 and 2010 occurred north of Beardsley Road.  Just a 

3 rough estimate is probably somewhere around 60 percent 

4 of the growth occurred north of Beardsley Road.  So as 

5 a result, these areas here are likely to be the same 

6 just because of the sheer amount of growth.  The 

7 difference is that as the average population goes up, 

8 these areas move up, which forces all of these areas to 

9 make changes.   

10           MS. EDMONDS:  Another question would be if you 

11 have a child of school age, does it make a difference 

12 as to where you would like to send your child to 

13 school, what district you live in?   

14           MR. KEMP:  In terms of schools?   

15           MS. EDMONDS  Yes. 

16           MR. KEMP:  We didn't look at elementary school 

17 attendance areas.  That was one of the things we tried 

18 to look at.  Now obviously we could have a situation to 

19 keep schools together.  But we tried to do some of that 

20 when we looked at ideas just as a way of trying to keep 

21 the communities together.   

22           MR. WHITE:  I just want to ask a question and 

23 make a statement.  The redistricting of these 

24 boundaries doesn't have anything to do with the school 

25 boundaries themselves.  It just might mean that school 
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1 attendance areas are in two different council 

2 districts.   

3           My question was Peoria is defined as having a 

4 minority population of Hispanic.   

5           MR. KEMP:  Yes.   

6           MR. WHITE:  In the future would that ever 

7 change to be age-based since our population is aging 

8 now that we have a lot of retirement communities?  

9 Would that be like a minority regression?   

10           MR. KEMP:  Age right now is not a category that 

11 is reviewed under the Voting Rights Act.  Now, 

12 obviously, if the Voting Rights Act is amended, that 

13 could happen.  But right now it is not a category that 

14 is reviewed for voting rights purposes.   

15           Certainly, however, we do look at that in terms 

16 of communities of interest.  For example, Westbrook 

17 Village is an active adult community, and that 

18 community has been insistent, don't split Westbrook.  

19 So that would be a way that we do look at it.   

20           Any other comments?   

21           FEMALE CITIZEN:  Jerry (indiscernible.)  I am 

22 currently in Mesquite, but on each one of these maps, I 

23 will be in the newly formed area that is going to be 

24 carved out of Mesquite.  But in looking them all over, 

25 actually I would be leaning toward Plan No. 5 because 
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1 it is allowing for the area's districts to grow as the 

2 population moves north.  The districts seem to follow 

3 that pattern, and it just seems to be a better 

4 progression for keeping neighborhoods and communities 

5 together.   

6           MR. KEMP:  Are there any other questions?  On 

7 behalf of the Mayor and the City Council and the staff 

8 of the city, I would like to thank you for coming out 

9 tonight and giving us input.  Dr. Helsop, myself, and 

10 the city clerk will stay around for a while, so if you 

11 have additional questions, by all means come up during 

12 the meeting tonight, and we will be delighted to talk 

13 to you about that.   

14           We are going to have another citizen scoping 

15 meeting tomorrow night at the LightHouse Assembly of 

16 God on 83rd Avenue between Thunderbird and Greenway.  

17 And it will be covering the same material.  And then as 

18 I mentioned, once the City Council narrows this down to 

19 three on June 14 at the Peoria city complex, we will be 

20 having a redistricting scoping meeting based on those 

21 three concepts.   

22           So continue to participate, and we look forward 

23 to your comments, whether you give them to the city 

24 clerk or through the website or through the mail.  And 

25 at the end of the day, this is about your city council 
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1 districts.  And we very much want to get your input as 

2 we go through this process.  Thank you again. 

3    

4                (Conclusion of meeting at 6:56 p.m.) 

5  

6  

7  

8  
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1           MR. KEMP:  Welcome to the City of Peoria 

2 Redistricting Scoping Meeting that we're having.   

3 We're having three of these in different parts of the 

4 city.  And first, at the offset, I want to thank you 

5 for coming.   

6           I have a note that we do have some 

7 Councilmembers with us today, and we welcome them, as 

8 well as all of the other members of our community:  

9 Councilmember Dave Pearson, Councilmember Carlo Leone, 

10 Councilmember Ron Aimes, and Councilmember Tony Rivero. 

11           Now, the purpose of this meeting is that the 

12 City's consultant has prepared six redistricting 

13 concepts.  Now, these concepts are not cast in 

14 concrete.  We're looking for public input on these 

15 concepts and public comment.  We're going to take your 

16 questions and your suggestions and your input and that 

17 will all be considered on these concepts.   

18           Ultimately, on June 7th, after the public 

19 scoping meetings, these concepts will come into City 

20 Council, and the City Council will be asked to 

21 determine three concepts for further consideration.   

22           Now, in putting together the concepts, we look 

23 at a number of things.  First, as I mentioned, we are 

24 looking for public comment.  In the back, we have  

25 Wanda Nelson, our city clerk.  You'll be able to do 
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1 public comment on your packet.  There's a comment form 

2 at the back of your packet, which you can tear off and 

3 fill out. 

4           You can also submit comments to the City's 

5 website at www.Peoriaaz.gov.  And if you go under the 

6 redistricting tab, there's an online form for you to 

7 submit comments.  Or you can submit comments by simply 

8 mailing that form, or mailing any writing or anything 

9 like that, to the city clerk's office. 

10           All comments are tracked.  Every single one.  

11 We've had almost 500 comments so far, between comments, 

12 petition signatures, letters, and different types of 

13 comments.  All of those are tracked, and all of those 

14 are actually part of the submission that we have to 

15 make to the United States Department of Justice.   

16           And as part of that, I would simply note, one 

17 of the things the Department of Justice looks at --   

18 particularly, in states like Arizona -- is that the 

19 City does not consider inappropriate factors in the 

20 redistricting process.  And I'll talk in a minute about 

21 the factors we do consider.   

22           But certainly, for example, things such as, 

23 "Well, I don't want to be in a district with particular 

24 ethics groups" or whatever.  The City cannot consider 

25 that, and, in fact, that would be a violation of law 
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1 for the City to do so.  And so those things are not 

2 considered in the process.   

3           And even in this kind of public scoping 

4 process, certainly citizens are free to say whatever 

5 they want, but the City won't be able to consider those 

6 types of comments in the process.   

7           Now, really the purpose of today's meeting is 

8 to really -- and I'm just going to take a minute before 

9 I introduce our consultant and talk about how did we 

10 get here.  Every ten years after a census, or if we 

11 have a mid-decennial census, the City is required to 

12 draw council districts with new boundaries.   

13           So we've had the 2010 Census.  But this 

14 process, actually, started before the census was done.  

15 The census results did not come out until the end of 

16 March, but the City actually started this process back 

17 in June and July of 2010 when it began to identify all 

18 of the information it needed to collect for the 

19 redistricting summation, and, (b), in September, when 

20 we went out for competitive proposals for a 

21 redistricting consultant.   

22           The City had a competitive process.  We had 

23 three proposals submitted.  And, ultimately, after 

24 interviews and through that process, we selected 

25 National Demographics to assist the City in that 
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1 process.   

2           Now, as the City goes through this process and 

3 does the initial analysis, there are certain factors 

4 that we have to consider, and there are some factors 

5 we, as the staff, do not consider.   

6           There are five factors we have to consider in 

7 the process, and these are all required by either 

8 Supreme Court decisions or by law. 

9           The first factor is districts have to be of 

10 equal population.  And by "equal," the courts have said 

11 now that you can have a deviation of 5 percent.  So 

12 what that means is that if a district has 1,000 people, 

13 you could have as many as 1,025 in a district or as few 

14 as 975, but you can't be greater than that.  You have 

15 to be within that deviation.   

16           Now, we are committed to underpopulate, 

17 slightly, the districts in the north.  But we still 

18 have to meet those deviation requirements.   

19           Secondly, we look for what we call "communities 

20 of interest."  A community of interest would be like, 

21 for example, a large master-planned community, such as 

22 Westbrook Village or Desert Harbor or -- we don't 

23 separate communities of interest if we can avoid it.  

24 Is that absolute?  No, but we try to avoid separating 

25 those types of communities of interest. 
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1           Three, we look at both natural and what we call 

2 "artificial physical boundaries."  Natural boundaries 

3 are like rivers.  We have the Agua Fria and the      

4 New River in Peoria. 

5           Artificial are things that we have physically 

6 built: the US 60, Grand Avenue, State Route 101, State 

7 Route 303, Lake Pleasant Parkway, Happy Valley Road.  

8 Those are also types of physical attributes we look at 

9 because they are major dividers of the city.   

10           Then Arizona is one of 17 states that's covered 

11 under the Federal Voting Rights Act.  And what that 

12 means is, in those 17 states, all election items must 

13 be approved by the U.S. Department of Justice.       

14 And there are certain requirements for those.   

15           One of those requirements is that the City has 

16 to maintain the ability of minority voters to elect 

17 their representatives in the political process.  So as 

18 a result, the City cannot take steps to intentionally 

19 reduce the population of minority voters in a 

20 particular district.   

21           In Peoria, a minority vote impact district is 

22 the Acacia district, which is this area right here on 

23 this map.  And there's a similar map in the rear of the 

24 room, on the other side. 

25           And so the City has to look at how it can avoid 
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1 retrogression, how it can avoid a reduction of minority 

2 percentages of voters in that district.  If the City 

3 doesn't do that, the Federal government will deny 

4 approval of the City's redistricting plan.  And so 

5 that's one of the factors in this process as well. 

6           And, finally, we look at how do the districts 

7 work in terms of county election boundaries.  Because 

8 in the City of Peoria, we actually use Maricopa County 

9 services to perform our elections.  And that is because 

10 it's much more cost-effective than for us to purchase 

11 that equipment and have all those resources tied up. 

12           So we look at trying to avoid having 

13 neighborhoods and areas split in different county 

14 election boundaries because, again, that can create 

15 problems and confusion for the citizens. 

16           So those are the five factors we look at.   

17 What we don't look at is where particular 

18 Councilmembers live.  In this stage of the process, in 

19 terms of staff and the consultant, we don't look at 

20 that.   

21           Now, as this process goes further and the 

22 Councilmembers get these maps and the Councilmembers 

23 review that, it's perfectly appropriate for them to 

24 look at that.  But it's not appropriate -- and, in 

25 fact, our charter does not allow the staff and the 
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1 consultant to look at that in the process.   

2           So from our standpoint, we look at these five 

3 objective factors and that's it.   

4           And I will also note we have Vice Mayor Conrad, 

5 who's also now joining us in this meeting. 

6           MS. NELSON:  Steve, would you like to introduce 

7 the interpreter, please. 

8           MR. KEMP:  I am going to introduce the 

9 interpreter in just a second. 

10           And also if we have any individuals who are 

11 primarily Spanish speakers and would be more 

12 comfortable having this process translated into 

13 Spanish, we have Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, who is our 

14 interpreter.  He will translate for you because, again, 

15 we want all of our community to be able to participate 

16 in this process.   

17           There will be a transcript of this proceeding 

18 and all of these meetings made by a court reporter, and 

19 that is one of the items that we will also submit to 

20 the Department of Justice.   

21           So that's kind of how we got here.  Now, in a 

22 minute, I will be introducing our consultant, who's 

23 going to talk a little bit about the maps.   

24           The whole purpose of each of these meetings 

25 will be to get community input.  No decisions get made 
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1 today.  Nothing is cast in concrete.  This is really 

2 the communities' time and opportunity to say, "I like 

3 map No. 5" or "I really don't like map No. 4."    

4 That's your opportunity to give that input because, 

5 again, your City Council is interested in that input. 

6           From our standpoint, in terms of looking at the 

7 objective factors, sometimes the consultant and 

8 sometimes staff, we frankly miss something.  There's 

9 something we don't catch.  And that's why we do these 

10 community meetings because we want your input and your 

11 background and your suggestions on that.   

12           There will continue to be citizen kits 

13 available, and citizens can continue to submit concepts 

14 to, again, the city clerk's office through the website, 

15 in person, and through the mail, even all the way up to 

16 the time City Council acts on these.  Citizen kits will 

17 be reviewed.  Those comments will be given to the 

18 consultant, and these maps can be tweaked and adjusted 

19 to reflect that.   

20           So with that, I'd like to introduce          

21 Dr. Alan Heslop from the National Demographics, which 

22 is the consulting firm we've used.  He's going to 

23 address these districts and a little bit of 

24 information.  And then really we're going to be opening 

25 this up so we can hear from you.  The whole purpose of 
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1 this is to hear your input rather than having us talk.  

2           MR. HESLOP:  Thank you, Steve.   

3           It's a real delight to come back to Peoria.    

4 I don't know how many of you I met before.  I know I've 

5 met some. 

6           This is our fourth redistricting of the City of 

7 Peoria.  We redistricted Peoria before this building 

8 was built, when it was a tiny little city.  I heard a 

9 gentleman earlier -- the one in the white shirt, 

10 sitting right there -- saying, "What's the problem 

11 here?  Why do we have to do redistricting?" 

12           Well, I'll tell you what the problem is; it's 

13 you.  It's Peoria.  You keep growing.   

14           You have a wonderful packet here produced by 

15 your wonderful city clerk.  It has two elements.  There 

16 is a "Public Participate Districting Kit," and then 

17 there are "Redistricting Concept Maps."  Those maps, 

18 and the statistics that go with them, are probably, in 

19 some ways, easier to work with than the maps on the 

20 wall here.   

21           But the point is, whether you use the maps in 

22 this packet or whether you use the maps on the wall, we 

23 need to talk a little about some basic facts so that we 

24 can all, as it were, be on the same page.  

25           So I'd like you, please, to go to your 
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1 districting kit, page 3 of your Participation 

2 Districting Kit.  And on page 3 of that Participation 

3 Districting Kit, you'll see a table at the bottom 

4 called a "Demographic Profile."  Right?  And you can 

5 see that we've got a new population, right at the 

6 bottom in bold, total population, 154,065.   

7           Does everyone see that on page 3 of the 

8 redistricting participation kit?  Does everyone have 

9 that?  

10           MR. BRAGG:  What does it look like again? 

11           MR. HESLOP:  Well, let me show it again.   

12 "City of Peoria, Public Participation Districting Kit."  

13 Okay? 

14           MR. BRAGG:  Okay. 

15           MR. HESLOP:  First page, turn it over, there's 

16 something on the back of that first page.  Third page, 

17 at the bottom of that third page, there's a table, 

18 right, with statistic in it.  Do you see that?  

19 Everyone's got it?  Okay. 

20           And then you see that we've got a total down 

21 there, 154,000 people.  Peoria has grown. 

22           Now, look at Acacia.  Do you see that district 

23 at the top of that table?  Acacia, 17,868 minus 7,810.  

24 What's that mean?  It's 7,810 people light; that's what 

25 it means.  In other words, its deviation from the ideal 
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1 is 30 percent.   

2           Well, the city attorney, who knows the law -- 

3 extremely well, I should say -- has told you that 

4 districts have to be substantially equal.  That 

5 district is substantially unequal, right?  Does 

6 everyone see that? 

7           Moving down that table just a little bit --  

8           MR. McCORD:  We're not sure where you are 

9 because these are not numbered one, two, three. 

10           MR. HESLOP:  Well, look.  We've got a Citizen 

11 Participation Kit.  Okay.  Are you on the right one?  

12 You're on the wrong one.  There are two things here:  

13 Public Participation Districting Kit --  

14           MS. NELSON:  It's the second kit.  And what it 

15 starts out with --  

16           MR. HESLOP:  Do you have it? 

17           MALE SPEAKER:  Yeah. 

18           MS. NELSON:  It's the one that's the memo from 

19 NDC, at the top.  Does anybody have it? 

20           MR. HESLOP:  We're on the same page.  I used to 

21 teach.  I used to get mad with freshman if they didn't 

22 get to the right page quickly.   

23           MR. McCORD:  Well, it was in the second packet.  

24 I was in the first packet. 

25           MR. HESLOP:  Right.  That's what I said, second 
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1 packet. 

2           Okay.  We've got the statistical table at the 

3 bottom.  Does everyone see that Acacia is light,      

4 30 percent light? 

5           Now, let's come down to Mesquite.  Does 

6 everyone see Mesquite?  What's the problem with 

7 Mesquite?  

8           FEMALE SPEAKER:  Overpopulated. 

9           MR. HESLOP:  Okay.  It's 100 percent 

10 overpopulated. 

11           My colleague, Doug Johnson, has been handling 

12 this redistricting to this point.  He suggested that I 

13 come over and that I take a look at Peoria, 

14 particularly in the north.   

15           So yesterday, I drove along Happy Valley, and I 

16 drove up north to Lake Pleasant there.  And I felt a 

17 bit like Rip Van Winkle, you know, coming back to a 

18 place that had grown, that I had never seen before.   

19 Cibola Vista did not exist in the last redistricting. 

20           So, to put it in a nutshell, and to answer your 

21 question, sir, "What's the problem here," the problem 

22 here is that you've been growing, and the law requires 

23 you to equalize the populations.  Okay.  So that's the 

24 basic problem. 

25           MALE SPEAKER:  It looks to me like a lot of 



30bd640b-1784-49fd-a02b-a8721c6e8601

(602) 230-1030 - (888) 580-1743
Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC

Page 15

1 people have to move. 

2           MR. HESLOP:  Well, no, the district doesn't 

3 move. 

4           MALE SPEAKER:  That's the simple -- 

5           MR. HESLOP:  Yeah.  You could simplify it, 

6 yeah. 

7           National Demographics has redistricted some 

8 hundreds of cities and special districts and counties 

9 over the last 35, 40 years.  Arizona is always a 

10 special case because you're still growing.  And Peoria, 

11 within Arizona, is a special case.  So that's your 

12 problem.  That's why we're here, and we have to do it 

13 right, and we have to do it in terms of the law.   

14           You have wonderful city officials here, and you 

15 always have.  The founding fathers of this process that 

16 you're going through here today are the same people who 

17 built this City Hall, and they established the process 

18 that you're using.   

19           They wanted a process that was open, 

20 transparent, that involved the public; that gave a 

21 public priority; that, in a sense, demoted incumbency 

22 to just an "also ran" factor; and put an emphasis on 

23 compliance with community of interest.   

24           Now, under instruction, we have developed these 

25 six concepts.  I'm not going to put words in the city 
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1 attorney's mouth, but I think that each of these is 

2 fully lawful.  Each of these responses to the testimony 

3 that we got -- and thank you, Peoria, for giving us a 

4 lot of public testimony -- and they reflect, to the 

5 extent we're able, some of the major themes that were 

6 enunciated in that testimony.   

7           We all know about Westbrook Village.  We know 

8 about Happy Valley.  We've tried, within the limits of 

9 the law and population, to respond to your input.  But 

10 we had a purpose with these six plans.  And the purpose 

11 was to provide you contrasting alternatives, to make 

12 them different.   

13           Now, if they're just a mix of colors and lines 

14 at the moment, we need to get to the point where you 

15 see the differences.  Why do I want you to see the 

16 differences?  Because I want you to do the work this 

17 afternoon.  I don't intend to do the work this 

18 afternoon.  I'm hoping that you will tell me what you 

19 find objectionable in these maps, and what you think is 

20 good in these maps, and why.   

21           It's not just a question of saying, "I like  

22 No. 3.  I want No. 3."  I want to know why No. 3 and 

23 not No. 4?  Why No. 3 and not No. 1? 

24           This is, in a sense, the most important 

25 committee input that we get in the process.  Because 
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1 back then when you had those first public meetings, 

2 well, the lines weren't there to evoke a reaction.   

3 You were expressing general ideas.  Now we need to get 

4 specific.   

5           So the second packet, please.  Not the 

6 districting kit, but the one that is "2011 

7 Redistricting Concept Maps."  Does everyone have that? 

8           I'm going to go through these maps very 

9 quickly.  So let's turn to Plan 1.  Take a minute or 

10 two to look at Plan 1 and see what you think of it and 

11 be prepared to give some reactions -- perhaps not now, 

12 but after I've gone through all the plans. 

13           Do you see that Plan 1 takes the eastern edges 

14 of Districts B and C northward?  District B goes all 

15 the way to Happy Valley Road, east of 79th.  And C goes 

16 to Deer Valley Road, east of 83rd.  And I can tell you 

17 those are the districts that are substantially equal in 

18 population and substantially in compliance to the law. 

19           Let's go to Plan 2.  This plan takes   

20 Westbrook Village, puts it in District B and puts it 

21 with areas to the north, rather than the south.       

22 It appears that District C now follows the city's 

23 border with Phoenix, from Thunderbird Road to      

24 Happy Valley Road.  And District F is south of Grand.  

25 Okay.   
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1           Again, I've seen aesthetically more pleasing 

2 maps, perhaps, but, you know, we're not looking for 

3 beauty here.  We're looking for compliance with the 

4 law, and these districts are lawful.  Do they give good 

5 representation to the community?   

6           Let's take a look at Plan 3.  This plan takes 

7 the border between Districts B and C down to         

8 83rd Avenue and Lake Pleasant Drive.  The area east of 

9 Westbrook Village is in District B, instead of  

10 District C.   

11           Okay.  Pretty good-looking map, in terms of 

12 aesthetics, but it's also lawful, substantially equal 

13 in population.  The question is, does it give good 

14 representation to the communities?   

15           So let's come to Plan 4.  This plan takes 

16 District B to Happy Valley Road between 75th and    

17 83rd Avenues.  District C comes north of Beardsley, 

18 between 91st and 107th, to take the Dove Valley Ranch 

19 and the Palm Ridge developments.  While it's a good 

20 percentage in District E, this plan is not a       

21 good-looking plan, I think, in terms of reasonable 

22 comparison. 

23           But the question is, in your thought, is it 

24 representative of communities -- when you think about 

25 it in terms of how it represents your city. 



30bd640b-1784-49fd-a02b-a8721c6e8601

(602) 230-1030 - (888) 580-1743
Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC

Page 19

1           District D in 5.  Look at 5.  When I was here 

2 last in 2001, there was quite a lot of discussion about 

3 the east-west access.  Councilman Leoni, perhaps, 

4 remembers that.  We talked about districts east and 

5 west.  Well, here's an east-west access for District D.  

6 It runs south of Greenway in the hole in the city. 

7           MR. BRAGG:  It's on Plan 5, is it? 

8           MR. HESLOP:  Yes, on Plan 5 now.   

9           And you'll see that District E in Plan 5 comes 

10 all the way north to Sweetwater and east to         

11 83rd Street.  District C goes along north of Beardsley, 

12 along Lake Pleasant to 95th Avenue, and it takes in the 

13 neighborhood around Sunrise Mountain High School. 

14           Okay.  Now, we're nearly through here.  

15 Districts in Plan 6.  This plan takes District F 

16 completely west of the 101.  And you'll see that the 

17 result is that District D kind of wraps around  

18 District E.  And District D in this plan is completely 

19 below Thunderbird.   

20           And I should have been saying as I move along 

21 here that -- well, in this plan, for example, the 

22 northern boundaries are the same as in Plan 3, which 

23 leads me to something else.   

24           These are a contrast, right.  But anyone who 

25 knows your city -- and I don't know it half as well as 
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1 you do -- but I can see ways in which pieces of these 

2 plan could be patched together.  They can be tweaked, 

3 as the city attorney said.  All sorts of modifications 

4 remain possible.   

5           So you're not just sitting here to listen to me 

6 talk.  You're sitting here because your neighbor is 

7 going to talk about these plans and how they could be 

8 improved and why you like them.  And maybe particularly 

9 why you don't like a particular plan.  Please let's get 

10 some operational reactions onto the table so that we 

11 have testimony.   

12           I should have said that our court reporter is 

13 going to take down your words.  I'll probably take some 

14 notes because afterwards maybe you want to come up and 

15 say something more that just occurred to you or you got 

16 your comment sheet that you can send to the city clerk.  

17 The process remains open for your input.   

18           So that's the end of my work for the afternoon.  

19 Now it's your work.  

20           MR. KEMP:  If you're going to submit concepts, 

21 so everyone can hear you, the city clerk will be 

22 walking around with a microphone.  And because we do 

23 have a court reporter here, we would certainly ask that 

24 before you give your comment, that you give your name 

25 so the court reporter can take down your name, because 
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1 all of this we are required to maintain as a public 

2 record.   

3           So the city clerk, Wanda Nelson, will be 

4 walking around, and she'll just bring you the 

5 microphone.  Just give your name and proceed with your 

6 comment.  

7           And, Wanda, we have one up here, right over 

8 here, the lady right there.   

9           MS. HEIDEMANN:  Pat Heidemann. 

10           I'm just curious.  What are the white spots 

11 within the district?  What do they indicate? 

12           MR. KEMP:  The white spots inside the city, 

13 those are county island areas.  Like, if you were to 

14 look at this map right here, this area -- this is a 

15 county island that's not part of the city.  And when we 

16 annex these, generally what occurs is, if we would 

17 annex this area, it would be added into this district.  

18 But right now, it's unincorporated Maricopa County.  

19           MS. HOLMES:  Why has it been left 

20 unincorporated when we've -- it looks to me like 

21 there's streets built in there. 

22           MR. KEMP:  What happened is years ago, in 

23 Arizona, cities were allowed to engage in a process 

24 what was called strip annexation.  And cities could 

25 literally do a 10-foot strip around an area and not 
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1 annex it.  And this was up until 1986. 

2           And so Peoria, like virtually any other city in 

3 the state, did a whole bunch of these strips in good 

4 areas like this where they annexed everything around 

5 it, but not the area unannexed. 

6           And so those islands -- the idea was that maybe 

7 people opposed it and so they wanted to annex another 

8 area above it or next to it.  But those people didn't 

9 want to come in, so they would annex the streets around 

10 it, leave them out, and then annex the next area.   

11           So that's why you have these county island 

12 annexed areas, like here and here and here 

13 (indicating).  We actually had some other county 

14 islands over in here that we annexed.  This all used to 

15 be a county island, and now it's down just to that 

16 (indicating).  But it was a creature of state law that 

17 existed before 1986. 

18           MR. HESLOP:  When we were last here -- or maybe 

19 it was the time before, they then referred to them as 

20 doughnut holes.  And someone used to comment that the 

21 difference between the pessimistic and the optimist is 

22 really very droll because the optimist sees the 

23 doughnut; the pessimist sees the hole.   

24           But, anyway, we haven't counted the hole in any 

25 of this. 



30bd640b-1784-49fd-a02b-a8721c6e8601

(602) 230-1030 - (888) 580-1743
Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC

Page 23

1           MS. NELSON:  So if I can have everybody who 

2 asks a question state their name for the court 

3 reporter. 

4           MS. HOLMES:  My name is Julie Ann Holmes, and 

5 I'm in the Pine district.   

6           My other question was going to be -- which is 

7 sort of related, but not.  I don't like county islands 

8 because they have a tendency to come back and bite you, 

9 just like Glendale is having a problem with the casino 

10 right now.  It's coming back to bite them. 

11           I was just curious if there's any current plan 

12 to try to incorporate the -- try to bring those areas 

13 in.  Because I can see where that big hole up in the 

14 top making a big difference if somebody decides in two 

15 years, we decide we want to take that in.  That could 

16 be a big piece there of Mesquite and whatever other 

17 district. 

18           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  The answer to that is the City 

19 Council has had an ongoing policy that where these 

20 areas want to be annexed, we'll work with the 

21 neighborhood, and I'll try to reach agreement with a 

22 neighborhood on questions of intra-structure and the 

23 requirements, and we will annex them in. 

24           In fact, for many years, there was a huge 

25 county island right in here (indicating), and about 
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1 five years ago, the City annexed it.   

2           So that's been an ongoing policy that the City 

3 has had, that if those people who live there want to be 

4 annexed but the people there say, "No, we won't be 

5 annexed," the City doesn't have any legal ability to 

6 force annexation. 

7           MS. HOLMES:  Okay. 

8           MR. McCORD:  Okay.  Joseph McCord.   

9           That was part of my question was, are there any 

10 thoughts of annexing these four doughnut holes?  

11 Anything in the works on those?  

12           MR. KEMP:  Right now, currently, on some of 

13 them, we -- for example, we've been doing some 

14 annexation down here, and we have some property owners 

15 down in here that have expressed interest.  As well as 

16 this is vacant land (indicating), and when it develops, 

17 I expect it would be annexed. 

18           In this area and in this area up here 

19 (indicating), the property owners, generally, have not 

20 been interested in being annexed. 

21           MR. McCORD:  Are those populated or mostly -- 

22           MR. KEMP:  They are populated.  Yes, they are. 

23           MR. McCORD:  Yeah.  Okay. 

24           The second question, Steve, during your opening 

25 remarks, there was a question of the definition of 
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1 "deviation."  You used the 5 percent, which I 

2 understand.  But you said 1,000, and then you said it 

3 could be 1,025 or 975.  That is 5 percent. 

4           MR. KEMP:  That is 5 percent, yeah. 

5           MR. McCORD:  So it wouldn't 1,050 or 950?  

6           MR. KEMP:  That's correct.  The total has to be 

7 5 percent. 

8           MR. McCORD:  The total has to be 5 percent, so 

9 it's a sliding -- 

10           MR. KEMP:  Yeah.   

11           MR. McCORD: -- up and down? 

12           MR. KEMP:  It's a sliding scale, up and down. 

13           MR. McCORD:  Okay.  That's what I wanted to 

14 know.  Thank you.  

15           MS. CORDS:  Nan Cords. 

16           I noticed that all these districts are         

17 A through F.  Are the Councilmembers, that are 

18 currently assigned these alphabetical -- 

19           MR. KEMP:  No. 

20           MS. CORDS:  -- going to remain with the council 

21 representative or is there a chance that that will 

22 change? 

23           MR. KEMP:  What has happened in Peoria since 

24 1980 when the first districts were created, the 

25 districts were then assigned names.  Now, I will tell 



30bd640b-1784-49fd-a02b-a8721c6e8601

(602) 230-1030 - (888) 580-1743
Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC

Page 26

1 you, under the Voting Rights Act, for example, this 

2 area, which is currently the Acacia district, the City 

3 would not be able to have a plan approved designating 

4 this Acacia.  The Justice Department would flatly say 

5 that's a discriminatory act, and they would not approve 

6 the plan. 

7           What the City has done in the past has been 

8 those districts where it would not impact a city and 

9 City Councilmember, those names remain the same.  And 

10 what ultimately that is is a decision for the City 

11 Council.   

12           Whether this is, for example, Palo Verde or 

13 this is Palo Verde gets decided by the City Council.  

14 The staff or the consultant does not decide that.  That 

15 would be a City Council call as part of the adoption of 

16 the plan. 

17           MS. MARSHALL:  Cecile Marshall.   

18           I was just wondering, what is the advantage of 

19 not joining in?  You know, I'm not familiar with this 

20 annex thing.  What would be the advantage of that? 

21           MR. KEMP:  I'm not really sure.  The reason 

22 that some people choose not to annex is that, 

23 generally, the county has less restricted regulations.  

24 For example, the county permits a number of things that 

25 we would not permit in the City.   
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1           And so some people feel that they'd rather be 

2 in a place that doesn't have those regulations on 

3 things, such as like outside storage.  Some building 

4 codes are much less restrictive in the county.   

5           Other people would rather have the City's codes 

6 because they feel it enhances the property value.  Also 

7 counties are not required, and cannot provide, certain 

8 services, such as fire protection.   

9           So as a result, some people would say, "Well, I 

10 really don't -- I want to be in the city because I can 

11 have fire protection."  Other people say, "Well, fire 

12 protection is not important to me."  And that really is 

13 a question of those people who live in those areas.  

14           MS. MARSHALL:  So once you're in, you can't go 

15 out?  

16           MR. KEMP:  No.  Once you're in, you're in.  

17           MS. MARSHALL:  Okay. 

18           MR. BRAGG:  My name is McFarland Bragg.  I live 

19 in, I believe, the Pine district. 

20 20612 North 103rd Drive. 

21           MR. KEMP:  That would be the Pine district. 

22           MR. BRAGG:  Pine. 

23           Now, these represented districts are not for 

24 state representative purposes, just for the City.      

25 Is that correct? 
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1           MR. KEMP:  That's correct.  There's a sep- -- 

2           MR. BRAGG:  I'm in District 4 now for the 

3 state.  It had nothing to do with this? 

4           MR. KEMP:  That's correct.   

5           Now, I will note the state is going through 

6 this very same process.  And so all of your state 

7 legislative districts in about the next four to five 

8 months will change.  But that's a whole separate 

9 process from this.  

10           MR. BRAGG:  Has nothing to do with this? 

11           MR. KEMP:  Has nothing to do with this. 

12           MR. BRAGG:  Thank you. 

13           MS. HOLMES:  Julie Ann Holmes. 

14           You said that these are purposely different.  

15 And one of the purposes is to create Acacia to be more 

16 for -- I believe, Hispanic, to provide that 

17 representation. 

18           I'm wondering what the other criterias are that 

19 make these different.  Can you tell us what the 

20 purposes were?  Is there a particular focus on each of 

21 these? 

22           MR. HESLOP:  Well, setting aside Acacia for the 

23 moment and responding to the question about other 

24 districts.  It is possible to create very   

25 differently-shaped districts that represent entirely 
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1 different communities in different areas of the map. 

2           And we wanted to make as sharp a contrast as we 

3 could to elicit a response -- a response from the 

4 citizens. 

5           MS. HOLMES:  Okay.  So you can't tell me a 

6 particular reason for any particular map organization. 

7           MR. HESLOP:  Well, yeah, you know, for example, 

8 in one map we thought, let's respond as sensitively as 

9 we can to that Happy Valley requirement and the 

10 Westbrook Village requirement.   

11           In another map, let's move F to the other side 

12 of the 101, you know. 

13           MS. HOLMES:  Okay. 

14           MR. HESLOP:  There was a little bit of 

15 testimony that supported that, and we heard from some 

16 communities.  We were very careful to try and respond 

17 in all of these maps to the communities we have.   

18           But also making these -- there are different 

19 ways of skinning the cat -- you know, cutting the cake.  

20 And we thought that if we were to do this, on the 

21 instruction from the city attorney, that it would cause 

22 you some heartburn.   

23           Are you looking at a map that you really don't 

24 want?  I'd like to know.  And if you are, I'd like to 

25 know why.  Or is there a map that you want to rush up 
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1 and embrace?  Tell us why.  

2           MR. KEMP:  And so in those facts, the City did 

3 not get, obviously, on that path to be mean or cruel.  

4 But in terms of the other factors, like physical 

5 constraints, that's part of that difference. 

6           The City did not weigh those and give one more 

7 benefit than the other.  It simply took all of those 

8 factors and said to the consultant, "Look at these 

9 factors and develop concepts around these factors." 

10           But the true fact is the City has to follow, 

11 and make it the most weight, is obviously equal 

12 population and compliance with all of the requirements 

13 of the Voting Rights Act.  And those two are kind of 

14 non-negotiables.  The City has to follow those 

15 requirements.   

16           They do get paid, to some degree, these maps as 

17 well.  Because, obviously, it's going to dictate, in 

18 many respects, the boundaries of the Acacia district.   

19           This is kind of like pressing the bubble.   

20 Once you push on a bubble one place, other parts pop 

21 out.  And the same is true with the Acacia district.  

22 As you draw these boundaries, how do you draw the 

23 boundaries of that district to have any effects on the 

24 other districts?  

25           MR. McCORD:  Thank you.  Joseph McCord again. 
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1           To my knowledge, there are two major senior 

2 communities in Peoria: Ventana Lakes and Westbrook 

3 Village.  And none of the maps seem -- if I read them 

4 right -- seem to incorporate the two into one district.  

5 Is there a reason that you did it that way or a reason 

6 you didn't? 

7           MR. KEMP:  No, that -- to be very candid, I 

8 mean, we had to follow census boundaries, and we have 

9 to follow where the population is.   

10           It becomes -- if you look at the population, 

11 like we did, a lot of times it's saying, you should 

12 follow Happy Valley Road for the Mesquite district.  

13 There's just not enough people north of Happy Valley 

14 Road, so you have to come south of Happy Valley Road.   

15           The issue here is, is that if you come down 

16 here, certainly a portion can be considered to try to 

17 incorporate Westbrook and then Ventana Lakes over here.  

18 The difficulty is the population is really difficult to 

19 make that work.   

20           The other thing that's important to note on 

21 these is that we have to follow census block and tract 

22 lines.  Now, the census department establishes those in 

23 advance of the census.  So a good example is Happy 

24 Valley Road.   

25           Right now if you look at the census block and 
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1 tract lines, they snip Happy Valley Road.  Now, that 

2 doesn't mean in the future they will.  It just means 

3 the census does those, and they do those sometimes 

4 before roads are built before they can take that into 

5 account. 

6           So we're looking at census plot and tract lines 

7 and why we try to follow that input.  Those lines may 

8 not follow some of the major physical constraints that 

9 we have in the city.  

10           MS. NELSON:  Steve, map 2 does that. 

11           MR. BRAGG:  Excuse me.  McFarland Bragg again.  

12 I'm sorry I seem to be so ignorant about this.  But the 

13 population is what drives this thing.  Is that correct? 

14           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  The population -- 

15           MR. BRAGG:  I mean, not geographical. 

16           MR. KEMP:  The pop- -- 

17           MR. BRAGG:  It's not geographic; it's 

18 population? 

19           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  The population is what drives 

20 this because we have to be substantially equal.  Now, 

21 between the two censuses, we added roughly almost 

22 47,000 people, and now we have to have all those 

23 districts take that into account. 

24           MR. BRAGG:  And in the final analysis, do we 

25 get a chance to vote on this or is it -- 
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1           MR. KEMP:  No.  Your elected officials are 

2 going to vote on this. 

3           MR. BRAGG:  They have the vote.  Thank you. 

4           MR. KEMP:  They have a vote, and all seven of 

5 them are going to make this decision. 

6           MR. BRAGG:  Okay.  Thank you very much.  

7           MS. NELSON:  So if I can take a minute and talk 

8 about what happens next, how do you give your concepts 

9 of your preferences.   

10           In your packet -- and I'm looking at the "2011 

11 Redistricting Concepts."  On the very back page, here's 

12 a comment card right here that allows you to put your 

13 comments and indicate which maps that you like.   

14           So if you want to stay and do that today, 

15 that's great.  If you want to drop it by our office or 

16 e-mail it or just send me an e-mail of, "I love concept 

17 whatever," that's perfectly fine.  All the information 

18 is right on there.  So however you want to give us the 

19 information on the feedback, we'd love to get that from 

20 you.   

21           MR. HESLOP:  And please add, if you would, why 

22 you love district whatever it is. 

23           MR. KEMP:  Or why you don't like district 

24 whatever it is. 

25           And certainly that really concludes our agenda 
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1 for this meeting.  Dr. Heslop, myself, and the city 

2 clerk, this meeting is scheduled to run to 4:00, so we 

3 will be around.  If you want to ask individual 

4 questions, we're happy to take those.  Or if you want 

5 to look at the maps and spend some time looking at 

6 that, please feel free to do that.  

7           There are three of these scoping meetings 

8 scheduled.  There'll be one tonight from 6:00 to 8:00, 

9 very similar to this, at Christ's Church of the Valley 

10 on Happy Valley Road and 67th Avenue.  And there will 

11 be one tomorrow night from 6:00 to 8:00 at the 

12 LightHouse Assembly of God on 83rd Avenue, north of 

13 Thunderbird Road.   

14           The agenda will be the same, and certainly, if 

15 you know people who maybe could not make this meeting, 

16 by all means, this is your opportunity to comment on 

17 these and provide input to these.  These add input that 

18 we can give to your elected officials so that they know 

19 what this community thinks as part of this process.   

20           And as we've indicated, we've always had a very 

21 transparent process here, and we will have these 

22 meetings.  And, ultimately, after the elected officials 

23 narrow it down to the top three choices, there will be 

24 yet another public meeting to go over those top three 

25 choices where we will ask for your input again and say, 
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1 "What do you like about the three choices that the City 

2 Council narrowed it down to?"   

3           And that will be another opportunity to give 

4 input and, again, that input will come back to them as 

5 they make the final choice in this process.   

6           MR. BRAGG:  One more question.  I'm sorry.  

7 What is the target date for getting this decision in? 

8           MR. KEMP:  The target date that we are tracking 

9 would be for the City Council to adopt a final plan on 

10 July 5th at their meeting.  Because, essentially, once 

11 they do that, there's a whole bunch of other things 

12 that have to happen.   

13           A, we have to prepare boundaries and specific 

14 boundaries for each district.  Then we have to compile 

15 and submit a very, very lengthy document, what we call 

16 preclearance submission.  And when we do it in writing, 

17 it's about three binders, that like that (indicating).  

18 It goes to the Department of Justice.   

19           The Department of Justice reviews all of our 

20 proceedings, all of the maps, all of the public input, 

21 all of the comments, everything we submit.  And then 

22 they have to make a decision to approve the plan.   

23           The goal is to have all of this done, including 

24 the Department of Justice approval, by December of this 

25 year.  Because in 2012, we have City Council elections 
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1 and our elected officials and their challengers, if 

2 they have any, can all start pulling in petitions in 

3 January.   

4           So we need to have this done so that your 

5 representatives know what boundaries they have, because 

6 in a year from now, they're going to be in the throes 

7 of an election. 

8           MR. BRAGG:  Thank you very much. 

9           MR. KEMP:  And so are we, in terms of the 

10 things the city clerk and the city attorney and the 

11 city staff must do.  

12           MS. HOLMES:  Back to me.  I guess I'm the other 

13 popular one.  Julie Ann Holmes. 

14           Has it always had to go to the DOJ? 

15           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Arizona is one of 17 states 

16 that, since the Voting Rights Act was amended, must 

17 have preclearance of all of its election items by the 

18 Department of Justice.   

19           And what happens is, those 17 states are 

20 considered to have had a history of racial 

21 discrimination in their election processes, and that is 

22 what the law requires.  It's primarily the states in 

23 the south, along with Arizona, California, and parts of 

24 certain other states.   

25           And, basically, under the Voting Rights Act, 
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1 the federal government looks to say, has there been a 

2 history of racially bias voting or racial restrictions 

3 or interference with the minority communities electing 

4 the candidates of their choice?   

5           And if there has been, then the Justice 

6 Department makes a determination that that state -- its 

7 election items must be precleared. 

8           MS. HOLMES:  No way to get out of that, huh? 

9           MR. KEMP:  You can actually petition the 

10 Justice Department for removal from being a Section 5 

11 jurisdiction.  I will tell you that probably in the 

12 middle of this process would not be the time to do 

13 that. 

14           MS. HOLMES:  I figured they are already mad 

15 enough at Arizona; I don't suppose we're going to get 

16 anything we want. 

17           MR. KEMP:  So, I mean, there are some 

18 jurisdictions beginning to do that, and that would be 

19 something down the road, perhaps in the future, a City 

20 Council may want to consider.  But right now, because 

21 we're in the middle of this process, it would not 

22 change this process at all.  

23           MS. HOLMES:  I would want to go fight it on a 

24 state basis. 

25           MR. KEMP:  Well, on behalf of the City and the 
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1 City Council and the staff, I'd like to thank all of 

2 you for coming and certainly invite you to our other 

3 meetings.   

4           We very much look forward to your input.  And 

5 as the city clerk indicated, certainly if you think 

6 about it, submit them online, e-mail them to the city 

7 clerk, drop them off.  The important thing is what we 

8 want to do is be able to provide your input, as a 

9 committee, to your elected officials so that they have 

10 all that input as part of this process.  And thank you 

11 again. 

12           (Conclusion of meeting at 2:54 p.m.) 

13                         * * * * * 
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STATE OF ARIZONA    ) 
                    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF MARICOPA  ) 

               BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing transcript 

was transcribed by me, CINDY BACHMAN, Certified 

Reporter No. 50763, in and for the State of Arizona; 

that the foregoing proceeding was transcribed by me 

using the Voice Writing method and thereafter 

translated into text via speech recognition under my 

direction; that the foregoing pages are a true and 

correct transcript of all proceedings had upon the 

taking of said proceeding, all done to the best of my 

skill and ability. 

               I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way 

related to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any 

way interested in the outcome hereof. 

               DATED at Tempe, Arizona, this ___ day of 

____________, 20___. 

                              __________________________ 
                              Cindy Bachman 
                              Certified Reporter No. 50763 
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1           MR. KEMP:  Good evening, everyone.  I would 

2 like to welcome you tonight to the third City of Peoria 

3 public session on the proposed redistricting concepts.  

4 I am Steve Kemp, and I am the city attorney here.  We 

5 have with us tonight Wanda Nelson, who is our city 

6 clerk.   

7           I would also note that if I need interpretation 

8 in Spanish, we have Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, who is our 

9 interpreter, because under federal law, we have to make 

10 sure that we do provide language services to 

11 individuals in all of our community.  And we have with 

12 us as well Dr. Heslop from National Demographics, who 

13 is the City's redistricting consultant.   

14           What we are here tonight to do is to get your 

15 input on the six redistricting concepts.  And you can 

16 see these concepts on both sides of the room, marked 

17 Nos. 1 through 6.  On your seat there is a packet of 

18 information.  The top part, which has the City of 

19 Peoria logo, is a compilation of the six maps as well 

20 as the comment sheet.  And there will be a separate 

21 comment sheet passed out in yellow.   

22           What we will be asking you to do is give the 

23 City your thoughts, your suggestions, your comments on 

24 what you like and don't like about these maps.  And 

25 that can be done by submitting these comments.  You can 
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1 also submit them on the City's website at 

2 www.PeoriaAZ.gov.  Or you can actually send your 

3 comments to the city clerk.  And so by all of those 

4 means, you can give your input into this process.   

5           MS. NELSON:  Steve, would you like to introduce 

6 the members of council who are here?   

7           MR. KEMP:  Sure.  I'm going to do that right 

8 now.  With us tonight we also have members of this 

9 Peoria City Council, Councilman Dave Pearson, 

10 Councilwoman Joan Evans, Councilmember Cathy Carlat, 

11 Councilman Carlo Leone, and I believe that's it.   

12           And so the next point that comes up is, well, 

13 how did we get here?  And how we got here is, every 

14 time we have a census, the City is required to 

15 redistrict.  So we just finished the 2010 census.  You 

16 may have read about it in the paper.  And under federal 

17 law we are required to redistrict.   

18           We actually started this process back in August 

19 when we began to collect information about the census 

20 and about what the new districts might be.  We have to 

21 collect a whole bunch of election information and past 

22 history.  And we retained a consultant to assist us 

23 with that.  And so we have actually been in this 

24 process since that time.   

25           Later in the year, we actually had public 
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1 meetings like this to ask people to give us comments 

2 about what they thought should be included in the new 

3 districts.  What concerns do you have?  What things do 

4 you think we should consider?  We received over      

5 500 comments and petition signatures from people all 

6 over the community.   

7           After the census information is released, the 

8 City then comes up -- working with its consultant, with 

9 six concepts.  Now, there are five things we are 

10 required by law to consider in drafting new districts.  

11            First, the districts have to be substantially 

12 equal in population.  What that means is we can have a 

13 small deviation, but not much.  If you take, for 

14 example, 1,000 people, under the guidelines, we could 

15 be down to 975 or up to 1,025.  But you can't have more 

16 than a 5 percent deviation or you risk having your plan 

17 struck down by the courts.   

18           The second thing that we must look at is what 

19 we call communities of interest.  These are 

20 neighborhoods, master-planned communities, areas that 

21 have an identification.  Westbrook Village, Vistancia, 

22 Desert Harbor, West Wing, all communities of interest 

23 for example.  Country Meadows would be a community of 

24 interest.  So we look at those.   

25           The third one is natural and physical 
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1 constraints.  The Agua Fria River, New River, Loop 101, 

2 Grand Avenue, Loop 303, Happy Valley Road, Lake 

3 Pleasant Parkway.   

4           The fourth thing that we look at is can this 

5 comply with the Voting Rights Act?  Arizona is one of 

6 the 17 states that must have all of its election 

7 processes and procedures reviewed by the federal 

8 government.  And because under the Voting Rights Act, 

9 the act provides that in certain states that have had a 

10 history of discrimination in voting, the federal 

11 government has the right to review all of their 

12 procedures.  So these maps must pass those guidelines.  

13           One of those guidelines is that we cannot 

14 diminish the minority content of a minority impact 

15 district.  Traditionally in the city of Peoria, the 

16 Acacia district has been the minority impact district.  

17 And so we cannot diminish the percentage of minority 

18 population in that district.  And so that is a 

19 requirement of the federal Voting Rights Act as well.  

20           And then finally, districts have to be 

21 contiguous.  They have to be compact, and we have to 

22 take that into account as well as these other factors.  

23           Now, one factor we don't look at is we don't 

24 look at -- pursuant to our charter is we don't look at 

25 where our current elected officials live.  We didn't 
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1 consider their addresses.  We didn't look at where they 

2 live.  We don't in this part of the process consider 

3 that.   

4           So the purpose of tonight is to get your 

5 reaction to each of the six districts.  And I will 

6 shortly turn this over to Dr. Heslop to explain how 

7 these districts differ a bit.  But the idea is to get 

8 your reaction and your thoughts, your suggestions about 

9 what you like and don't like.   

10           Now, one of the questions that come up is, 

11 well, can't you just move one piece over here?  Can't 

12 you move one piece over there?  The difficulty with 

13 that is each of these districts has to be equal in 

14 population.  So if you take a little bit from one 

15 district, now that district is no longer equal in 

16 population, so you have to add something else to it.  

17 If you add something else to it from another district, 

18 it is not equal in population.  I kind of think of it 

19 like a line of dominoes.  Once you hit the first 

20 domino, they all kind of fall down.  

21           And so we will certainly look at public input 

22 in terms of changes and suggestions that are made, but 

23 it's important to note that it becomes very, very 

24 difficult because we have to meet these other factors 

25 that we are required by law to meet.   
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1           I have also been asked, well, can't you just 

2 draw a 10-mile line to keep a certain councilmember in 

3 their district?  Can you gerrymander, which is the term 

4 for that.  And, again, the courts have said generally 

5 no, you can't do it.   

6           In Texas there was a case where they drew -- 

7 obviously Texas is a big state, but they drew an      

8 80-mile line to keep an incumbent congressman in their 

9 district.  The US Supreme Court struck that down and 

10 said you can't do that.  That is not a compact 

11 district.  That is an attempt to basically preserve an 

12 incumbent in their district.  You can't do that.   

13           So those are all the things that we take into 

14 account.  Each of these plans is legally compliant.  

15 They are all plans I believe that the City can submit 

16 to the US Department of Justice and obtain Justice 

17 Department approval.   

18           So with that where do we go from here?  Where 

19 we go from here is that on June 7th, there will be a 

20 study session in front of the city council where the 

21 city council will be asked to look and narrow these 

22 down to three concepts that they prefer.  We will then 

23 go back out on the road in a couple more meetings and 

24 get your reaction to those three concepts.  And then on 

25 June 21st, we will come back to the council and ask the 
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1 council to instruct us on the concept that they would 

2 like us to bring forth to their July 5 meeting.   

3           So this is kind of the second stage of the 

4 public input process.  And ultimately we will be back 

5 again in the community seeking your input.  With that, 

6 I'm going to introduce Dr. Heslop from National 

7 Demographics, who has been the consultant working with 

8 the City. 

9           DR. HESLOP:  Thank you, Steve.  Steve is right 

10 to use the word gerrymander, sometimes pronounced 

11 gerrymander.  In a lot of jurisdictions redistricting 

12 is a dirty word.  Abusive redistricting takes place.  

13 You all know about partisan gerrymanders.  There are 

14 also bipartisan or sweetheart gerrymanders.  There are 

15 ethnic gerrymanders.   

16           Well, one of the delights of coming to    

17 Peoria -- and this is the fourth time National 

18 Demographics has been here -- is that this is a 

19 jurisdiction that right from the beginning said it 

20 wanted nothing to do with abusive redistricting.  It 

21 wanted the process right out in the open.  It had to be 

22 transparent.  The aim was to let the communities have a 

23 voice in the process so that the representative system 

24 could be improved.  So congratulations to everyone who 

25 has drawn a plan, everyone who has had input.  You are 
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1 part of an honest redistricting process.   

2           The city attorney is quite right to emphasize 

3 the legal aspects of this process.  Around the country, 

4 there are literally scores of million-dollar lawsuits 

5 being put together against jurisdictions for failure to 

6 comply with one or another aspect of the law, 

7 particularly the Voting Rights Act.  This can become a 

8 very expensive process indeed.   

9           So our purpose this evening is not to hear me 

10 talk.  Our purpose is to hear you talk.  National 

11 Demographics, under instruction from the city attorney, 

12 has developed six very different contrasting plans.  

13 And our aim is to get from you what you think about 

14 these plans and their particular details.  So we're 

15 going to come to that very soon.   

16           I just want to underline something here.  There 

17 was a gentleman at another meeting down at the City 

18 Hall just yesterday who said, you know, I don't get it.  

19 Why do we have to do this redistricting thing anyway?  

20 What's the problem here?  As a way to illustrate the 

21 basic problem that Peoria faces in redistricting, I'm 

22 going to turn your attention to the City of Peoria 

23 Pubic Participation Kit.  There are two handouts that 

24 you have.  One is called the City of Peoria Public 

25 Participation Districting Kit, and the other is called 
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1 the City of Peoria 2011 Redistricting Concept Maps.   

2           We're going to talk about the maps in a minute, 

3 but I want to start with the kit.  Is everyone looking 

4 at the kit?  Open up the kit, please, and go to page 3.  

5 You will see that -- actually it's the second page of 

6 the handout, but it's the third printed page.  It's a 

7 April 10 memo from Doug Johnson, the president of 

8 National Demographics, to the city attorney, 

9 Steve Kemp.  Is everyone looking at that?  Has everyone 

10 found it?  Great.   

11           Now, at the bottom of that page, what you see 

12 is a statistical table, right?  Is everyone looking at 

13 the table?  The first district, Acacia, you'll probably 

14 hear us talk again about Acacia this evening.  You'll 

15 see that Acacia has 17,868 people.  But we need 

16 districts with 25,600 people.  So in the second column, 

17 you can see that Acacia is missing 7,800 people.  Okay?  

18 What is that?  That's a 30 percent negative deviation.  

19 So Acacia needs more people.  We have to find people 

20 and put them in Acacia in order to make the districts 

21 equal.  As the city attorney told you, rule number one 

22 is equality of population.   

23           So let your eyes run down to the third 

24 district, Mesquite.  Is everyone looking at Mesquite?  

25 Mesquite has 51,463 people.   
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1           MS. NELSON:  Doctor, let me grab a podium for 

2 you.  Then it will be easier for you to hold the papers 

3 and the microphone, and everybody can hear you.  

4           DR. HESLOP:  I'm sorry.   

5           MS. NELSON:  That's okay. 

6           DR. HESLOP:  I usually don't use a microphone.  

7 My wife tells me my voice is loud enough without a 

8 microphone.   

9           So 25,786 people too many, a 100 percent 

10 positive deviation.  In other words, in a sense, 

11 population growth has dropped another district into 

12 Mesquite.  That's the problem.  It's a huge population 

13 shift.  There's nothing we can do about it because the 

14 law requires us to make districts equal.  Okay.   

15           So under instructions from the city attorney, 

16 we have developed these six maps, plans.  Let's look at 

17 those plans.  You will find them in the second handout, 

18 the City of Peoria Redistricting Concept Maps.  So 

19 let's everyone start looking at these different colored 

20 maps.   

21           Let's take a close look at them.  Let's begin 

22 with Plan No. 1.  Take a look at Districts B and C, and 

23 you'll see that B and C moved around in these different 

24 concepts a lot.  Here on this plan, we've taken the 

25 opportunity to move B and C up to the northwest.  In 
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1 other words, the east end goes north.  If you look back 

2 later, you'll see what I'm talking about from some of 

3 these other plans.  Portions of District B go all of 

4 the way up to Happy Valley Road.   

5           If you read the testimony as we have done, 

6 Happy Valley has considerable importance, and everyone 

7 would like us to use Happy Valley Road as the upper 

8 boundary.  Well, there are problems.  The population 

9 doesn't permit Happy Valley to be used consistently 

10 across the maps like that.  But in this plan,       

11 Plan No. 1, District B does go all of the way up to 

12 Happy Valley Road east of 79th.   

13           MALE CITIZEN:  I have a question.  I am seeing 

14 two maps.   

15           MR. KEMP:  Yes.   

16           MALE CITIZEN:  Is one current and one proposed? 

17           MR. KEMP:  Yes.   

18           MS. NELSON:  Can I interrupt just briefly?  We 

19 are having this recorded, so when there are questions, 

20 I am going to be bringing the microphone around.  So 

21 you can state your name, and then everybody speak into 

22 the microphone so that it can pick it up on the 

23 speakers.  Thank you.   

24           MR. KEMP:  The question was is there a 

25 difference between the maps.  One provides more detail. 
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1           MALE CITIZEN:  It's the same map, one has more 

2 detail?   

3           MR. KEMP:  Right.  So C if we go back to the 

4 map and take a look at the one on the right, C goes   

5 up to Deer Valley Road east of 83rd.  So that's     

6 Plan No. 1.  That's a concept.  Each of these districts 

7 is substantially equal in population.  They meet the 

8 requirements of the law.  The city attorney believes 

9 that this plan could go into law.  It is fully lawful.  

10 Okay.   

11           So now let's turn to Plan No. 2.  In Plan No. 2 

12 District B has Westbrook Village along with areas to 

13 the north rather than to the south.  If you do that, 

14 looking at District B, you can see the effect in 

15 District C.  District C is very different from      

16 Plan No. 1, you see.  District C follows the city's 

17 border with Phoenix from Thunderbird to Happy Valley 

18 Road.  And District F in Plan No. 2 is completely south 

19 of Grand Avenue.  So there is a different concept.  See 

20 how very different F is in Plan No. 2 is from F in   

21 Plan 1 and how very different C is in Plan No. 2 from 

22 Plan No. 1.  

23           Now, you could say, and you wouldn't be far 

24 wrong, that E is about the same in both plans.  Why is 

25 that?  The Acacia district, as the city attorney 
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1 described, is the Hispanic impact or influence district 

2 where we have to be very concerned with the concept of 

3 retrogression.  So you can't mess around too much with 

4 Acacia if changing the border is going to reduce the 

5 Hispanic percentage.  Okay.   

6           Let's go to Plan No. 3.  Everyone now turn to 

7 Plan No. 3.  We talked about Districts B and C.  See 

8 how different B and C are in this plan.  Look carefully 

9 at the border between B and C.  It takes the border 

10 down to 83rd and Lake Pleasant Drive.  The area to the 

11 east of Westbrook Village is in District B instead of   

12 District C.  F runs a little further north in       

13 Plan No. 3 than it did in Plan No. 2.   

14           So now let's turn the page, and this brings us 

15 to Plan No. 4.  I want to focus your attention on B and 

16 C.  What have we done with B here?  Well, B goes to 

17 Happy Valley Road between 75th and 83rd.  District C 

18 comes north to Beardsley between 91st and 107th.  And 

19 it takes in the Dove Valley Ranch and the Parkridge 

20 developments.  So that is Plan No. 4.   

21            Let's go on to Plan 5.  Take a look at D this 

22 time.  When we were here in 2001, there was a lot of 

23 interest.  There was a lot of testing, and it seemed to 

24 be repeated this time.  Everyone is interested in 

25 finding an east-west axis for some of the districts.  
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1 Well, here is an east-west district.  District D runs 

2 east-west south of Greenway, south of the doughnut hole 

3 in the city.  District E comes all of the way south.  

4 District C, take a look at District C.  District C goes 

5 north of Beardsley along Lake Pleasant to 95th, and it 

6 takes in the neighborhood around Sunrise Mountain High 

7 School.   

8           This brings us to Plan No. 6, which is the last 

9 of our plans.  Look at District F.  There's going to be 

10 a lot of traveling in District F.  But you've got a 

11 freeway to help you go up there.  District F is 

12 completely west of the 101.  Is there a basis for this?  

13 Well, we've been told that we should follow the freeway 

14 structure, so here's an example, an example of 

15 following the freeway system.  You see the effect of 

16 doing that.   

17           As the city attorney was telling you, you 

18 cannot tinker with one district without consequences in 

19 other districts, and typically many other districts.  

20 So we put District F to the west of the 101.  And you 

21 see what happens to D.  D runs up the 101 and then cuts 

22 east -- cuts west and ends up on an east-west axis, and 

23 it sort of wraps around E.  It's really pretty far 

24 south.  It's wholly south of Thunderbird.   

25           Now, it's true that when we made these 
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1 contrasts in these plans, and I tried to highlight some 

2 of the contrasts here, it is true that the change is 

3 less in the northern districts.  The northern districts 

4 is where most of the population change has been.  So it 

5 is relatively standard in some of these northern 

6 districts, although we tried to make as many 

7 differences as we could.   

8           Why do we want these differences?  Well, we're 

9 trying to get your reaction, that's why.  Is there a 

10 plan here that you love?  If there is, tell us why.  Is 

11 there a plan here that you hate?  If there is, tell us 

12 why.  We would like operational detail.  Are we cutting 

13 through communities here?  Are we failing to enhance 

14 communities of interest in some way?   

15           So as I told the city attorney, I don't intend 

16 to work this evening.  I just intend to listen.  I hope 

17 that you will come forward with comments.  They can be 

18 constructive comments, or they can be deconstructive 

19 comments.  That is what we are interested in.  We are 

20 interested in your input to improve these concepts.  

21           One final note.  These plans can be and 

22 undoubtedly will be modified.  There is nothing set in 

23 concrete here.  If you think there is some secret 

24 agenda to some of these maps, you are wrong.  These are 

25 maps that came out of a computer without any politics, 
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1 without anything political whatsoever.  So we are 

2 interested in your reactions.  Steve? 

3           MR. KEMP:  Before we start asking questions, 

4 just so you know, we have a court reporter here.  And 

5 so we would ask that you give your name so that the 

6 court reporter can take it down.  And then ask the 

7 question and either Dr. Heslop or I will answer your 

8 question.   

9           MR. BRIELLE:  My name is Rick Brielle.  

10 (phonetic.) I'm from Westbrook Village.  My first set 

11 of comments on the presentation is I think it would be 

12 helpful if we had a map of the current districts.  It's 

13 up there, but it's not in the handout.  Number two, it 

14 would probably also be helpful if we had somewhere in 

15 here the names of the districts as opposed to A, B, C, 

16 D, and E.  Okay.   

17                My second comment is probably more  

18 tongue-in-cheek than anything else.  Why is Peoria one 

19 of the few places in the country that's actually trying 

20 to do restricting the way the law is written?  Most 

21 places don't care about it.   

22           My last comment has to do with the plans.  I 

23 think 6 is ridiculous.  It doesn't make any sense at 

24 all.  In looking at Plan No. 2, you have again  

25 District C -- I guess it is District C -- that is only 
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1 technically contiguous.  I mean, you have to cross 

2 catty corner in order to get from one piece to the 

3 other.  Other than that I like it, Plan No. 2, but I 

4 don't think that it, you know, passes the test of 

5 having the districts contiguous.   

6           MR. KEMP:  Perhaps I can address a couple of 

7 the questions you raised.  First, in terms of the 

8 district names, the reason that we did this is 

9 obviously the City could not suddenly declare that the 

10 Acacia district is up here and the Mesquite district is 

11 down there.  The Justice Department would never approve 

12 that.  It violates a number of federal laws, and we 

13 would never see approval.   

14           However, the way the district names were 

15 established was back in 1991.  It comes from actually 

16 drawing straws at a council meeting.  And it just so 

17 happened that three districts in the south ended up 

18 having terms that expired in 2014.  And the three 

19 districts in the north had terms that expired in 2012 

20 at that point in time.  There was no magic to it.  It 

21 was literally totally a coincidence that it worked out 

22 that way.   

23           The council can certainly keep its tradition, 

24 or the council might say, well, as part of this 

25 redistricting, we may want to stagger that to where we 
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1 have some districts in the north that expire in 2012 

2 and some that expire in 2014.  So it would be 

3 inappropriate at this point in the process for either 

4 the consultant or the staff to suddenly assign names to 

5 that.  That will be something that the council will 

6 ultimately decide as part of this process in June.  And 

7 so that is why you don't see the names assigned to the 

8 districts.   

9           But certainly there are going to be some 

10 districts there that are obvious names.  The Hispanic 

11 impact district or the Hispanic influence district is 

12 going to stay the same.  You can't suddenly say the 

13 Acacia district is moving.   

14           The other thing about why does Peoria do this 

15 process, we have had a city council that has been very 

16 committed to making sure that we follow the law.  And 

17 this is my fifth redistricting in Peoria.  I finished 

18 up the '89 and did '90, '95, 2000, and now this one.  

19 And throughout that time, we have had a city council 

20 that has wanted to follow the law and make sure that we 

21 meet all the requirements and have success in getting 

22 Justice Department approval.   

23           And we now have -- Councilman Ron Aames has 

24 joined us.   

25           And so that has been a commitment that the  
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1 City has taken, and that's why you see this process 

2 with all of its public input.  There has been that 

3 commitment to making sure that we do follow the law.  

4 And all five of our redistrictings have always had 

5 Justice Department approval.   

6           MR. BRIELLE:  My second question really didn't 

7 need an answer.  It was only tongue-in-cheek.   

8           MR. KEMP:  Any other questions tonight?   

9           MS. NELSON:  I can point out that the map that 

10 was just referenced is in -- if you go into your City 

11 of Peoria Public Participation Districting Kit, go 

12 three pages in, and you will see the map of the city 

13 with all of the current districts and the colors.   

14           MR. BRIELLE:  Thank you.   

15           MS. NELSON:  You are welcome.   

16           MR. DRAGON:  My name is Jason Dragon.  I am 

17 actually -- I'm one of the people who actually ran for 

18 office recently.  And from my experience, keeping 

19 entire precincts within a district makes it 

20 significantly easier both for marketing and for 

21 advertising.  And also when you're going to a polling 

22 place, an entire polling place would be voting in one 

23 particular district.  I think that would be a very 

24 important concern.  But these maps I really like Plan 

25 No. 5, but for the sake of the Acacia district, I think 
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1 Plan No. 1 might be a better example, but that's just 

2 me.  

3           MR. KEMP:  Again, this is your opportunity to 

4 give us your comments and thoughts and suggestions.  

5 That is why we are here.  So we're certainly interested 

6 in what you as the public can tell us.  All of these 

7 are being transcribed and all will be part of the 

8 City's submission to both the Department of Justice and 

9 to the City Council.   

10           MS. BOCHURE:  My name is Joanne Bochure 

11 (phonetic) and I worked at the polls quite a bit.  And 

12 so that is one of my concerns is the people are 

13 constantly getting lost because they say I live here, 

14 and yet -- and so I think some of these meandering 

15 districts, it really will cause, I think, some problems 

16 for people.  

17           MR. KEMP:  And one of these -- we do try to 

18 work with -- is we do try to work with Maricopa County 

19 on their election lines.  One of the difficulties is 

20 the County looks at establishing precincts not 

21 necessarily based on population but based on the number 

22 of registered voters and projected turnout.  So you 

23 actually have precincts that have differing 

24 populations.   

25           We don't look at registered voters.  We look at 
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1 actual population.  And in fact, Maricopa County right 

2 now is in the process of redrawing precincts.  And so 

3 the existing lines can somewhat change.  But that is 

4 something we are really conscious of in trying to work 

5 with the County on that.  We understand that concern of 

6 people who do get lost or are unable to find their 

7 polling place.   

8           MR. JOHNSON:  I'm Jerry Johnson from Westbrook 

9 Village.  I've been sitting here thinking about -- 

10 which is probably dangerous for me -- that we could 

11 lose our current city council representative in this 

12 process, or another district could lose their current 

13 one to another district and not be represented by the 

14 same person in this redistricting district, right?  

15           MR. KEMP:  No.  Every -- I mean, regardless of 

16 what plan the Council adopts, everyone will continue to 

17 be represented.  For example in the 2000 redistricting, 

18 Westbrook Village was, before the redistricting, in the 

19 Mesquite district.  Afterwards it was in the Ironwood 

20 district.  And the Mesquite district councilmember 

21 lived in Westbrook Village at that time, even though he 

22 now is in the Ironwood district.  He finished out his 

23 term.   

24           So also this doesn't affect the tenure and the 

25 term of the city council member.  They all continue to 
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1 finish out their terms and represent their respective 

2 districts, even though they may not be living in their 

3 new district.  So every district will continue to have 

4 a representative.  Could it not be the same 

5 representative that you currently have?  Yes.   

6           MR. JOHNSON:  That was my point.   

7           MR. KEMP:  That's the point.   

8           Yes, sir?   

9           MR. LAWS:  David Laws, (phonetic) Westbrook 

10 Village.  Is it a given that there has to be six 

11 districts?  Could there be four?  Could there be eight?  

12 What's behind that?   

13           MR. KEMP:  Six is the number established by 

14 this Peoria city charter.  So it would take a charter 

15 amendment approved by the voters to change the number 

16 of districts.  So that would have to be submitted by 

17 the council to the voters.  And so we have to currently 

18 base that on the city charter, which is six.   

19           Are there any other comments or suggestions 

20 that you would like to give us tonight?   

21           MS. NELSON:  So what we have done is we have 

22 handed out a yellow sheet to each of you.  And what we 

23 would like to see happen is have you either fill that 

24 out tonight or get it back to our office or simply just 

25 send me an e-mail with your comments on the concept 
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1 maps, and the instructions to do that are on that 

2 yellow piece of paper.   

3           MR. KEMP:  I would like to go ahead and thank 

4 the LightHouse Assembly of God for hosting us tonight, 

5 and on behalf of the mayor and the council and the city 

6 staff, thank you for coming out and participating in 

7 this process. 

8           Also Dr. Heslop and myself and the city clerk 

9 will be around to answer any questions that you have.  

10 So if you decide that you have any questions, we will 

11 be around to answer any of those.   

12                (Conclusion of meeting at 6:46 p.m.) 
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1           MR. KEMP:  Good afternoon.  This is the City

2 of Peoria's Minority Contact Meeting as part of our

3 redistricting process.  And I'm Steve Kemp.  I'm the

4 city attorney.  And with me today is Wanda Nelson, our

5 city clerk.

6           If you are more comfortable in Spanish, we

7 have Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, who is our translator for these

8 proceedings, as well as we would like you to make sure

9 you leave your contact information with the city clerk

10 staff in the rear of the room.

11           And the purpose of this meeting is -- and

12 because we only have a few people here, we are going to

13 be a bit more informal.  The first map in the back

14 corner -- and I'm just going to walk back and point --

15 or, actually, I will have you point, Natalie -- that

16 map is the existing City Council districts.  And that

17 map was --

18           MS. NELSON:  Do you want us to just bring it

19 up?

20           MR. KEMP:  Yeah, why don't we just -- that

21 may be -- let's just bring it up, and we can just have

22 it sit up front.

23           MS. NELSON:  You know, we can have this even

24 to sit on the table, if that's okay.

25           MR. KEMP:  Yeah.  I'll just stand up in front
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1 of it.

2           MS. NELSON:  Okay.

3           MR. KEMP:  This is the existing City Council

4 districts.  These districts were established by the

5 City Council as part of the 2000 census redistricting

6 process, and these were done in 2000 as we did our 2000

7 census.

8           Now, the City, when it does districts, has a

9 series of mandatory and objective factors the City

10 uses.  The first factor is the districts have to be

11 substantially equal in population.  They also need to

12 follow natural and artificial boundaries.  Also, we try

13 to follow other political subdivision lines, such as

14 school district attendance zones, county policing

15 lines.

16           MS. NELSON:  Do you want to move it?

17           MR. KEMP:  And then we also must comply with

18 the Federal Voting Rights Act.  Arizona is one of 17

19 states under the Federal Voting Rights Act which has

20 all of its election submissions, including those on a

21 local basis, reviewed by the justice departments for

22 approval, so we have to comply with all of those

23 requirements.  And the justice department, because we

24 are one of those covered states, is looking at making

25 sure that minority voters have a reasonable opportunity
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1 to elect candidates of their choice.  And how they look

2 at that is they look at, A, has the City attempted to

3 identify a minority impact district, and has the City

4 attempted to maintain the minority percentage of

5 population in that district?  Because if the City has

6 not, conceivably it could be reducing the ability of

7 minority voters to elect a candidate of their choice.

8           For the City of Peoria, our minority impact

9 district is this area here, which has traditionally

10 been identified as the Acacia district.  And in Peoria,

11 that means it is primarily a Hispanic district, and

12 that is primarily the focus of the population.

13           All of these plans were designed by the

14 consultant to avoid what we call retrogression in this

15 district.  And the way the consultant did that is we

16 identified all census tracks with either increased or

17 maintained Hispanic populations and included those in

18 the proposed Acacia district on each one of these maps.

19 And, in fact, the Acacia district population on these

20 maps is anywhere from about 39.5 percent to 41 percent.

21 In the 2000 census, we actually had the Acacia district

22 population drop down to about 38 percent.  So we

23 actually have had no retrogression.  We have actually

24 slightly been able to increase the Hispanic population

25 in Acacia.
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1           Each of these plans, while the City does have

2 the ability to take incumbency into account in the

3 sense of -- it cannot be used to, for example, void the

4 Voting Rights Act.  It cannot be used, for example, to

5 void substantially equal population.

6           When the consultant drew these maps, the

7 consultant did not look at the residents of incumbent

8 council members.  Certainly the council can look at

9 that, or, essentially, the law on this is that the City

10 cannot use -- incumbency cannot be a substantial factor

11 in the redistricting process.  The City is not required

12 to redistribute anyone out, but they are also not

13 required to use it as a substantial factor.

14           As you can see in all of these maps, the

15 primary noticeable change from this map right here has

16 been the movement of the northern district, about four

17 miles to the north, and that has been because of the

18 growth of the city's population.  Between 2000 and

19 2010, roughly 75 percent of all growth in the city's

20 population occurred north of Bell Road, and the city

21 grew by approximately 44 percent, or some 46,000

22 people.  So when you look at that and you take 75

23 percent of that, it's a huge number.  And that has

24 really accounted for the change that you see in these

25 districts.
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1           And so with that, each of these concepts has

2 followed somewhat different approaches.  For example,

3 working from this side back, concept No. 6 was an

4 attempt by the consultant to have one district entirely

5 located west of Loop 101.  And so you see an approach

6 like this.

7           Concept 5, I kind of jokingly describe it as

8 a pancake approach, because you have districts stacked

9 one right on top of each other, and the consultant

10 tried to do more of an east/west design.

11           MS. NELSON:  Steve, if I can point out, all

12 of the maps are included in the packet.  You have two

13 different packets here, but all the maps are in there

14 for you.

15           MR. KEMP:  Here the consultant attempted to

16 again follow the 101 and tried to look at attendance

17 areas of elementary schools in local neighborhoods.

18 This district here the consultant again tried to look

19 at both New River and Loop 101 as well as Lake Pleasant

20 Parkway, which is the sixth main roadway through the

21 city.

22           On this map, the consultant decided to do

23 something entirely different and said, "Let's try to

24 take one district and kind of curve it around and do

25 this concept of moving two districts north," versus all
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1 of these other maps you see one district under

2 Mesquite.  This was an attempt to actually have two

3 districts.

4           And then this was again an attempt, like some

5 of the others, to follow Lake Pleasant Parkway as well

6 as to again attempt to maintain a number of

7 neighborhoods together.

8           So each of these were just sort of different

9 means by how the consultant can look at this.  And the

10 City Council may well elect to have the consultant draw

11 some more maps in addition to those in terms of -- one

12 of the questions has come up is some members of the

13 City Council has indicated they would like to see a map

14 which keeps all incumbent council members in their

15 districts.  And, obviously, to do that, you still have

16 to comply with all the mandatory legal requirements.

17           And so what we are really interested in is we

18 are interested in just really now, at this point,

19 getting public input on these six maps, any concerns.

20 And one of the reasons that we do this special outreach

21 to the minority community is that we want to make sure

22 that if there are concerns, if somebody has a concern,

23 for example, "Well, what about this map?  It maybe

24 leaves out an area that we think has a minority

25 impact," or "This map we think maybe makes it more
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1 difficult for people to participate," we want to know

2 about those things, because those are all things we can

3 go back with the consultant and say, "Here's how we can

4 rectify these maps," if we need to do that.

5           And so, really, this is an opportunity just

6 to get your input and any suggestions or opinions or

7 thoughts that you have.  If there's a particular map

8 that you think works best, we are certainly interested

9 in that.  If there's a particular map that you find

10 particularly objectionable, we are interested in that.

11           And what the City has done is we have had

12 over a thousand comments from the public on the

13 redistricting process, and all of that material is

14 being provided to the council and will be part of the

15 city's justice department submission.

16           And with that, I'm done, and I'm happy to

17 answer any questions you have.

18           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Does any of the concepts

19 include the change of the numbers for each population

20 group?

21           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  All of these --

22           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Does it have it here how the

23 numbers changed for the population group?

24           MR. KEMP:  Yeah.  All of these, if you look

25 in your packet, if you look on the side, on each of
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1 these concepts, there's an Excel spread sheet which has

2 the population in the district, the deviation, and then

3 it has the Hispanic population in the district -- in

4 each district, as well as a breakdown by other racial

5 and ethnic groups, and then it will also have the

6 percentages of different racial and ethnic groups in

7 each district.  For example, in this district, the

8 Hispanic influence district, District E, is 41.6

9 percent Hispanic.

10           If you were to go over to this district and

11 look at its percentage, the Hispanic impact district,

12 District F, is 41.7 percent.

13           And so each district on the spread sheet,

14 which is also included within your packet, will have

15 this information that will identify the respective

16 percentages of population by race and ethnic group

17 within a district.

18           MS. NELSON:  Did that answer your question?

19           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Huh?

20           MS. NELSON:  Did that answer your question?

21           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Yes.  And it's right here.

22 I'm looking at --

23           MS. NELSON:  Sure.

24           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  My personal concern would be

25 whatever plan have the most number of black population



Page 11

1 group, and it is the one that -- unless I'm being

2 naive -- is the one that I would choose.  Is that -- is

3 that --

4           MR. KEMP:  Well, one of the issues

5 particularly in Peoria has been we traditionally, as we

6 have grown, have not had a concentrated black

7 population.

8           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Right.

9           MR. KEMP:  It has been very diverse over all

10 of the districts, and so for us, justice has not really

11 looked at that as a minority influence district.  For

12 example, if we were in Texas, we would be talking about

13 both having minority influence districts in terms of

14 black districts as well as Hispanic districts; but

15 here, because our black population has not been spread

16 in any one area, it has been spread across the city, we

17 have not had an area that would qualify to be a

18 minority influence district.

19           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Okay.

20           MR. KEMP:  And if you were to look at this

21 here and you look at the tabulations, you can see in

22 this plan, for example, black population ranges from

23 2.9 to 6.0 percent, depending on the district.  And

24 that is fairly typical in all of these maps.  And

25 that's just because the population is very, very
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1 diverse and spread out across all of the council

2 districts.

3           MS. NELSON:  We have -- in the packet that

4 you are referring to, on the very back page, there's a

5 comment card, and you are more than welcome to stay and

6 fill that out, or e-mail the information to us, or drop

7 it by, however you like.  And what you do is you use

8 that page to mark which concept that you like.  And it

9 is very helpful to us if you can state why you like a

10 certain plan or why you don't like other plans.  And

11 then what we do is we give that information to the

12 consultant for consideration.  So that is certainly one

13 way you can do it, or if you just want to send me an

14 e-mail with your comments, I will be happy to accept

15 that as well.

16           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  So the significant -- from

17 what I'm reading here, I guess it boils down to the

18 Acacia district is the one that has the most number of

19 Hispanics and --

20           MR. KEMP:  That's correct.

21           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  And short of that, then

22 things start looking a lot alike.

23           MR. KEMP:  They do.  I mean, if you look at

24 all of these plans and you look at this map -- if you

25 look at south of Bell Road, for example, or south of
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1 Beardsley Road -- that's south of Beardsley Road, right

2 now, south of Beardsley Road in the current city's

3 districting -- we have five districts:  Ironwood, Palo

4 Verde, Willow, Pine, and Acacia.  You look at any of

5 these plans, what you notice is this being Beardsley

6 Road, one, two, three, four; one, two, three, four.  In

7 all of these plans, essentially, you are losing a

8 district south of Beardsley Road.

9           MR. CUTWRIGHT:   Right.

10           MR. KEMP:  And that's simply because the

11 total population of Mesquite now, of this Mesquite

12 district, is 51,000 people, which is enough to form two

13 districts.  And so all of these plans, what you really

14 see is you see the loss of one entire district south of

15 Beardsley Road.  And the only way that can really begin

16 to be avoided would be if you were to try to do this,

17 somehow you would have to bring all of these districts

18 up into this area and to have them gain population,

19 because a good example is Acacia, in the current 2010

20 census, actually lost about 1,000 people, so they

21 actually dropped from 18,000 to 17,000.

22           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Okay.

23           MR. KEMP:  So not only do we need to make up

24 the thousand that dropped, we need to make up 7500 more

25 on top of that.
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1           MS. NELSON:  Can you kind of speak to also

2 how the districts can only deviate by that 5 percent?

3           MR. KEMP:  Yeah.  Traditionally, that is one

4 of the other things that again complicates the whole

5 process.  Before a decision of the Supreme Court in

6 2006, the normal rule was that districts could deviate

7 up to 10 percent, that, basically, if your deviation

8 was within 10 percent, you were considered to fall

9 within a safe harbor in that you would be fine.

10           Well, in 2006, the Supreme Court and a number

11 of federal appellate courts rendered decisions where

12 they said, no, that was never meant to be a safe

13 harbor; that was just meant to be a case that we would

14 find in that particular situation.  That was

15 substantially equal.  You can't assume that 10 percent

16 deviation is substantially equal.  They didn't really

17 offer any safe harbor but suggested that a deviation of

18 5 percent or less would be viewed as substantially

19 equal.

20           All of these plans -- if you look at the

21 deviations, the deviations in all of these plans are

22 under 5 percent.  They are anywhere from -- in this

23 particular plan, there's a deviation of 2.48 percent.

24 This one, 1.45.  This one, 2.69, 2.98, 2.81, and 1.3,

25 and 4.23.  So each of these plans, the deviations are
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1 under 5 percent.  That complicates things

2 significantly, because when this map was done in 2000,

3 we actually had a 10 percent deviation between

4 districts.  And so that has been another complication

5 that accounts for the difficulty in this process.

6           But if you have any questions, both the city

7 clerk and myself are very happy to answer any questions

8 or suggestions or thoughts that you might have about

9 the process.

10           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  I don't have any questions.

11 I think I understand the process, yeah.

12           MR. KEMP:  Okay.  Well, then, where we are

13 going to go from here is on Tuesday, May 31st, the

14 council is going to discuss whether they would like to

15 have an additional map or more than one map where they

16 try to preserve all incumbents in their district, and

17 then on June 7th, the council is going to have a study

18 session with the consultant where they are going to

19 attempt to nail down to three preferred maps, which

20 they will then have another public session where we

21 will go on the road with the three preferred maps to

22 get public input about what the council has done.  And

23 then on the 21st, they will have a final study session

24 where they will go attempt to come to a consensus on a

25 map, and based on that consensus, they will instruct
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1 the staff on July 5th to prepare the appropriate

2 documents and print out.

3           So that's kind of where we're at.

4           MR. CUTWRIGHT:  Yeah.

5           MR. KEMP:  I think we can probably go ahead

6 and terminate the record at this point.

7           (The meeting concluded at 4:53 p.m.)
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1           MR. BARRETT:  We now move to the study session 

2 agenda.  The first and only item up is election 

3 district concept maps, NDC Corporation, 2011 

4 redistricting, City of Peoria.  Mr. Kemp?   

5           MR. KEMP:  Good afternoon, Mayor and Council.  

6 I'm going to just briefly introduce this item.  It's 

7 hard to imagine that we actually started this process 

8 back about July of last year.  And with that, the then 

9 city clerk, Mary Jo Waddell, and I began the process of 

10 information collection and planning the schedule for 

11 the redistricting process.   

12           One of the major components in that process is 

13 the retention of a consulting firm to provide 

14 demographic and research support to the City.  Unlike a 

15 number of jurisdictions in the state, the City 

16 determined that we needed to go through a competitive 

17 procurement process for such a firm, and in fact we did 

18 so.  We actually had three firms compete for the City's 

19 contract, and we interviewed all three firms and had a 

20 number of staff review the proposals.   

21           Ultimately out of that process, the City 

22 retained National Demographics Corporation to be the 

23 City's demographics and redistricting consultant.  

24 National Demographics has had extensive background in 

25 this.  They have represented cities all over the 
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1 western United States.  They were the consultant for 

2 the first Arizona independent redistricting project in 

3 2000 as a result of the constitutional amendment.  And 

4 they in fact have been the City's redistricting 

5 consultant in 1990, 1995, 2000, and now again this 

6 year.  There's a number of Arizona jurisdictions, other 

7 cities that they have served as the redistricting 

8 consultant for.   

9           As a result of that, we brought them on board 

10 and proceeded with the public process.  And with us 

11 tonight is Dr. Alan Heslop, who has been one of the 

12 principals of National Demographics and in fact has 

13 been in charge of the prior City projects, both in 

14 1990, 1995, and 2000.  And with that, I'm going to turn 

15 this over to him and let him follow through this 

16 presentation, and then I understand, Mayor, you have a 

17 schedule for the discussion.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  I do.  Welcome, Doctor.  I 

19 haven't seen you for ten years.  

20           DR. HESLOP:  Thank you, Mayor, members of the 

21 city council.  It's a real pleasure to be in this city.  

22 And as your city attorney commented, it's not the first 

23 time.  But it's the same subject.   

24           I'd like to begin by giving some general 

25 statistics about the process that you've conducted.  
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1 And I'd like to say that I think this process is an 

2 excellent one, one in which the citizens of Peoria can 

3 congratulate themselves.  You held six public meetings 

4 in January and February, one in each of your council 

5 districts.  At these meetings, you discussed the 

6 redistricting process in some detail.  You talked about 

7 communities of interest and what communities of 

8 interest were, and you established six criteria to 

9 guide the process, excluding political viewpoints and 

10 incumbent addresses.   

11           In May, you held three public meetings.  One 

12 was in the south, one in the middle, and one in the 

13 north of the city.  You also hosted two meetings with 

14 the minority contacts in the city.  You had received at 

15 the end of May 410 detailed comments, getting on for 

16 1,000 contacts all told with multiple daily contacts 

17 coming to your website.  This is a volume of public 

18 input of which the City should be very proud.  You 

19 engaged the citizenry in this process, and they 

20 answered you.   

21           Nearing the end of this process, NDC was 

22 contacted by Councilman Aames to draw three maps that 

23 would reflect incumbent addresses.  I'm going to make 

24 three points about this.  First is sort of a simple 

25 technical matter.  It has to do with NDC's authorship 
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1 of these plans.  These are not NDC authorized,  

2 endorsed plans.  We drew them at the request of 

3 Councilman Aames.  There is nothing out of line for a 

4 city council to give deference to a city council 

5 member's plan.  But I did want to make a point, and 

6 from our perspective, it's an important one, that these 

7 are not NDC endorsed plans.  

8           The second point I would make, the City has 

9 undoubtedly the power to adopt plans that protect 

10 incumbency.  No doubt about it.  But it is a power that 

11 needs to be exercised with some care.  There are some 

12 legal cautionaries that apply.  There is what in 

13 redistricting profession jargon is referred to as the 

14 Gaza rule.  What it means is simply you cannot protect 

15 incumbents at the expense of minorities.  You cannot 

16 protect incumbents if it is to the negative for 

17 minority communities, if it negatively impacts them.  

18           And there's also -- and I'm not the one really 

19 to stand up here and talk about all of this.  I know 

20 that your city attorney has already addressed these 

21 matters.  But there is also the fact of Arizona 

22 statutes.  The Arizona statute has unusually strong 

23 language on compactness, so there are a couple of legal 

24 constraints.   

25           Now, I will quickly admit that these 
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1 constraints were, to the extent possible, satisfied in 

2 the plans that we drew under instruction, but I'm not 

3 clear as to the public's reaction to these plans, 

4 because we haven't had that public reaction.   

5           The second general point I would make with 

6 regard to the cautionaries of drawing incumbent plans, 

7 there are political repercussions if you draw plans 

8 that are perceived to be primarily for the protection 

9 of incumbents.  Today is not the 1960s.  Today people 

10 expect their governments to act fairly and openly and 

11 transparently and to give full representation to 

12 citizens.   

13           If I may -- and I will be through in a couple 

14 of minutes here.  If I may I will make this last point 

15 by reference to a neighboring jurisdiction.  I think it 

16 would be improper for me to name it, but I suspect that 

17 you can all identify it.  In 2001 a public process very 

18 similar to that which Peoria has conducted, lots of 

19 citizen engagement, lots of people turning out.  At the 

20 last moment, for whatever reason, and I won't 

21 speculate, but for whatever reason, a very bad call, a 

22 call by the city attorney who said that if an incumbent 

23 were to be drawn out of his or her district, that 

24 incumbent would immediately lose office.  That 

25 incumbent would be terminated by the very fact of being 
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1 drawn out of office, and his constituents would lose 

2 their representation.   

3           You might say absurd; in fact, I did say absurd 

4 at the time, but the City did that.  At the end of the 

5 process, it took the lines that had been developed in 

6 the course of the public process, and it distorted 

7 them.  It was a difficult and painful process for that 

8 jurisdiction, and I would note to you that the process 

9 didn't end there because that jurisdiction was troubled 

10 for years by recalls and difficult politics.  In a 

11 significant sense, the City lost a degree of legitimacy 

12 when it did that.  All right.  Point made I think.   

13           One final point.  I've heard that some comments 

14 have been made with regard to yet another neighboring 

15 jurisdiction that they use incumbency as a criteria in 

16 their redistricting.  And since NDC is consulting to 

17 that city, I can speak with some authority to it.  It's 

18 true.  They do use incumbency in redistricting.  And 

19 they stated that right at the beginning of the process.  

20 They said incumbency will be a criteria.  They were 

21 explicit, however, also in saying that it would be 

22 trumped by the federal and state law.   

23           One final point about that jurisdiction.  It's 

24 different from Peoria.  It has not experienced the 

25 extent of population gain nor has it experienced the 
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1 shift of population that have characterized Peoria's 

2 demographic growth in the course of the last decade.  

3           So by conclusion, Mr. Mayor and members of the 

4 Council, I would say that we have done our best in this 

5 process to carry out what we believe to be the City's 

6 instructions.  We will continue to do so, whatever 

7 those instructions may be, and we will assist you to 

8 the best of our ability to get a plan that will be 

9 approved by the Department of Justice.  We would, 

10 however, urge full public input on these new plans.  

11 Thank you very much.   

12           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

13           Mr. Aames?   

14           MR. AAMES:  Yes.  I feel you're taking a 

15 certain perspective here that I really don't 

16 appreciate.  I wasn't going to say too much about NDC, 

17 but I'm going to now.  First of all -- and you are 

18 correct.  You were asked not to consider where council 

19 members live as one of the criteria.  That is not a 

20 Justice Department criteria.   

21           DR. HESLOP:  I didn't say it was.   

22           MR. AAMES:  No, I didn't say you were.  But we 

23 were under the impression it was from our city 

24 attorney.  It isn't.  And when we had some citizen 

25 meetings, I asked our city attorney about that, and he 
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1 said, well, you can't -- you can't go either way.  You 

2 can't automatically include or you can't automatically 

3 exclude councilmembers.   

4           I feel that NDC automatically by drawing six 

5 maps, by creating a district up north where no 

6 councilmember lives, that automatically meant that one 

7 councilmember was going to be redistricted out because 

8 there would be two councilmembers in every map in the 

9 same district.  You did not attempt to possibly include 

10 councilmembers.  You definitely went out to exclude.  

11           We found out this was not true, that we can 

12 consider where councilmembers live.  And I'm going to 

13 talk more why it is a very good democratic idea to do 

14 that, because those councilmembers were already -- have 

15 already received votes from members in that district.  

16 And if they are districted out, they move into a 

17 district, and they represent people that never voted 

18 for them, and other people move into this other 

19 district and represent many citizens in that district, 

20 and they did not vote for that person.   

21           So continuity is the word that I like.  You try 

22 to have continuity in terms of the past districts 

23 because that way, you preserve the way voters have 

24 already voted.  And the way voters have voted is really 

25 the most critical thing.  We want citizen input on 
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1 these maps, but the citizens don't decide.  It's a 

2 legislative decision, and that's right in the 

3 constitution that legislators do the redistricting.  

4 Isn't that correct?   

5           DR. HESLOP:  Yes, it is.   

6           MR. AAMES:  Yes, it is.   

7           DR. HESLOP:  That's what I said in the course 

8 of my presentation.   

9           MR. AAMES:  Yeah.   

10           DR. HESLOP:  Council has the right.   

11           MR. AAMES:  And then when Alan Heslop -- he was 

12 the first person that represented NDC -- met with all 

13 of us, he wanted to find out about communities of 

14 interest.  And incidentally, later many communities of 

15 interest, you know, weren't particularly considered.  

16 But putting that aside, when he talked with us, he 

17 said, you know, there would probably be some maps where 

18 our councilmembers all stayed in their district.   

19           Well, I guess it shifted to some other people 

20 at NDC, because even though our attorney said that we 

21 weren't going to consider where councilmembers live, he 

22 also said we weren't going to consider not considering, 

23 if you will.  And then when we saw the six maps, there 

24 wasn't one where -- that had all councilmembers in 

25 their districts.   
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1           And for me, that is a very democratic thing to 

2 do.  The first democratic thing to do -- we need to do 

3 is have one -- one vote per person, and that means we 

4 have equal sizes in the districts.  That's the first 

5 thing.  The second thing, I believe, is to preserve the 

6 voting franchise, not to defranchise voters.  So that's 

7 the viewpoint I come from, and there's a lot of 

8 literature about that, that that should be a strong 

9 thing to consider.   

10           It's a democratic thing to consider.  You don't 

11 want people that have already been elected, and then 

12 for three and a half years, they serve people that 

13 didn't elect them.  That's a strong thing to consider, 

14 and I wanted us to consider that.  And that's why I 

15 asked for three maps.  And incidentally, I didn't ask 

16 you to do three maps.  The City Council asked you to do 

17 three maps.   

18           I did earlier ask you to do one.  I wanted to 

19 look at one that kept all councilmembers in.  And I 

20 proposed some data, and I asked for more specific data 

21 from you.  I asked for block by block data, and you 

22 sent me that data.  And when I looked at that data, 

23 added up each of the blocks in each of your population 

24 units, and they didn't match.  The subunits didn't 

25 equal the total.  And I contacted you.  And you 
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1 probably first thought I didn't know maybe what I was 

2 doing.  I don't know.  But you then said yes, there's 

3 some error here.   

4           And then you didn't get back to me.  You said 

5 you were going to get back to me ASAP.  It took many 

6 days before you got back to me, and then you said, 

7 well, at least all of the stuff we did earlier is 

8 correct in Maps 1 through 6.  But when I look at these 

9 maps, there seems to be some geographic shrinking in 

10 some of them, some of the new ones, 7, 8, and 9 

11 compared to 1 through 6.   

12           So I want to verify that.  I think it's a due 

13 diligence that's important to do, and the staff 

14 apparently doesn't have anyone that does that due 

15 diligence.  We just accept what you do.  And so I am 

16 very, very concerned about that.   

17           Now, finally, finally I got -- over two weeks 

18 later, you finally sent me the revised data.  And I 

19 just got that today.  I haven't looked at it yet, but I 

20 am going to look at it in detail, because I am 

21 concerned about the legitimacy of 1 through 6.  I hope 

22 it is all correct, because I would hate to kind of have 

23 to start over maybe with some additional maps.  And it 

24 may be.   

25           And you mentioned many citizens in terms of 
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1 citizen input, drew maps.  And I know many of them drew 

2 maps with all councilmembers in their district.  Isn't 

3 that correct?  But you didn't even do one district that 

4 did that.  So I would say you were not considering all 

5 of the citizen input.  You ignored certain citizen 

6 input.   

7           And I'm very concerned about these things.  And 

8 that's why I asked the Council to vote adding three new 

9 maps that included all councilpersons in their 

10 district.  You had said and you brought up that my map 

11 was -- you couldn't really give that map.  I don't 

12 quite understand since really the Council is drawing 

13 these maps.  You're helping us draw these maps.   

14           But anyway, I know when we get to Map 8 that 

15 mine has a little more compactness than yours, and you 

16 told me mine was very good.  And he showed me the 

17 numbers, and it's almost to the T, 2,500 or something 

18 in each district, even better than the ones that you 

19 did.  And I made sure that the minority concentration 

20 was maintained.  And I think it is.   

21           And that's a -- that's a criteria that we must 

22 meet.  You are right about that.  The Justice 

23 Department, they are very concerned about voting 

24 rights, and I don't think we have any of our maps cut 

25 through the minority concentration, so we maintained 
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1 that.  We maintained minority concentration, and we 

2 have relatively equal size of each of the districts.  

3 And we want to be there.   

4           Beyond that other things are more flexible.  

5 Communities of interest, yeah, we want to maintain 

6 them, but not at the expense of those two criteria that 

7 we must meet.  So I am not pleased.   

8           I'm also not pleased with some of the staff 

9 here.  And I'm not pleased with the Council, including 

10 myself.  I think this is -- this is a project that 

11 should be managed under the city clerk with help by the 

12 planning department, because they know census data, 

13 those people.  I know they do.  And it should not be 

14 under the city attorney.  The city attorney can give us 

15 advice, legal advice, not try to dictate to us that we 

16 have to follow certain criteria.   

17           MR. BARRETT:  I am going to stop you there.  

18 How this has developed is not the point of the exercise 

19 right here right now tonight.  So whether under the 

20 clerk or the city attorney is not a question for right 

21 now.  So please move on.   

22           MR. AAMES:  Okay.  I feel the Council didn't 

23 really take its full responsibility.  We kind of just 

24 let things happen, and then a number of us realized 

25 that indeed we can consider continuity and preserving 
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1 the voting that has already been done.  And I don't 

2 call it incumbency.  That's what I call it.  And I will 

3 talk a little bit more about that when we talk about 

4 the maps, because I've been asked to talk about why I 

5 chose the maps that I do.   

6           MR. BARRETT:  Undoubtedly. 

7           MR. AAMES:  Okay.  Thank you.   

8           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

9           Mr. Pearson?   

10           MR. PEARSON:  Thank you, Mayor.   

11           Sir, do you -- to the best of your belief, do 

12 you believe that all these nine maps will meet the 

13 federal requirements?   

14           DR. HESLOP:  I think that all nine maps are 

15 sufficiently equal in population to pass court muster.  

16 And I believe, although this is something that needs to 

17 be checked by voting rights attorneys in detail, to the 

18 best of our technical ability, we have met what we 

19 understand to be a minimum threshold for minority 

20 representation.   

21           I will not hide from you my belief that the 

22 Department of Justice will look with particular care at 

23 the way in which this process has adjusted, let's say, 

24 toward its end.  And that's as much as I think I'm 

25 qualified to say about the Voting Rights Act.   
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1           MR. PEARSON:  Okay.  But you wouldn't have 

2 submitted a map that you didn't think would meet the 

3 minimum requirements?   

4           DR. HESLOP:  You're quite right.  Every 

5 technical effort was made --  

6           MR. PEARSON:  Thank you.   

7           DR. HESLOP:  -- to meet the federal 

8 requirements of the law.   

9           MR. BARRETT:  Any questions?  Thank you, sir.   

10           DR. HESLOP:  Mr. Mayor, could I respond --  

11           MR. BARRETT:  Absolutely.   

12           DR. HESLOP:  -- briefly to Councilman Aames? 

13 There are a number of things that Councilman Aames has 

14 said that are misleading, I believe.  On the matter of 

15 data, sir, there is no doubt as to the accuracy of the 

16 data that has been delivered to citizens all up and 

17 down this city.  The data kits are accurate, entirely 

18 accurate.   

19           MR. AAMES:  That's good -- that's good to hear, 

20 but --  

21           MR. BARRETT:  Mr. Aames, let him finish.  He 

22 let you finish.   

23           MR. AAMES:  Let me talk after he is done. 

24           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.   

25           DR. HESLOP:  The sole difference between you 
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1 and the citizens of Peoria is that you received 

2 additional data at your request, additional data that 

3 match block in the detail that citizens do not have.  

4 Some of that population data was mislabeled.  The 

5 numbers are not inaccurate, and for you to suggest that 

6 somehow we have finagled the census data to make for a 

7 larger district than necessary, that's entirely wrong, 

8 and our professional reputation is at stake here.  And 

9 so I deny it.  I deny it pointedly.   

10           The point that you make about continuity is one 

11 that I have made in many jurisdictions.  There is a 

12 public interest in preserving some continuity of 

13 representation.  I recognize it.  Anyone who has 

14 studied the process knows that continuity is better 

15 than discontinuity.  The suggestion that we would 

16 actually create plans to take incumbents out of their 

17 districts, that's absurd.  And anyone who knows our 

18 reputation knows it to be absurd.  Maybe that's your 

19 sense.   

20           But I will give you an explanation of it.  It 

21 is that the sweep of population through your city is 

22 such that the protection of incumbents, except with the 

23 division of neighborhoods, except with some distortion 

24 of lines, is extremely difficult.  We entered this 

25 process under the explicit assumption that incumbent 
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1 addresses would not be recognized.   

2           Now, there are other processes in which we have 

3 been engaged where we do recognize incumbent addresses.  

4 All I'm saying is that I believe that the City is 

5 changing the rules of the game at a very unfortunate 

6 stage.  We will, however, continue to work with you.  I 

7 certainly wish for a friendly relationship with you, 

8 Councilman.  I respect your ability.  I respect your 

9 right to ask us to do whatever you wish, and we will do 

10 it.  But we will also tell you, as I'm trying to now, 

11 what we think the implications are.   

12           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

13           DR. HESLOP:  Thank you.   

14           MR. AAMES:  Yes.  I am responding.  The mayor 

15 wouldn't let me talk during, although usually we do 

16 with presentations from staff.  I am very happy to hear 

17 that there are no errors.  When I requested data, and 

18 the subunits didn't add up to the whole, I was 

19 concerned.  I think anyone would be concerned, and I 

20 contacted you.  And I am very happy to hear, because I 

21 don't want there to be any errors, and I believe you 

22 that there aren't any, and that's good.  And I know 

23 you're a very reputable firm, and you've done a lot of 

24 work, and you know how to do these.   

25           I think some of the problem is that -- and this 
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1 is the one where I think the Council didn't take the 

2 responsibility to request that we define the criteria 

3 and discuss those criteria.  We didn't do that upfront.  

4 We've corrected this by asking for three maps.  I did 

5 not ask you for three maps.  I just asked you for one, 

6 and that was earlier on, just to see, just to look, was 

7 there a possibility that we could draw a map that had 

8 the continuity with the previous districts.  Isn't that 

9 correct?   

10           DR. HESLOP:  Yes.   

11           MR. AAMES:  Just one, not three.  Okay.  And 

12 yes, I -- you know, I'm a little concerned really in 

13 terms of the constituents in Peoria, the constituents 

14 in my district that have, you know, already done their 

15 voting, and then all of a sudden a person disappears.  

16 In my case it would be for three and a half years.  And 

17 I think that's a strange kind of thing, and maybe 

18 that's why the city attorney in Glendale at one point 

19 had said if you are districted out, you have to resign.  

20 But that is not the law, correct?  I mean, you stay in 

21 as long as you -- for the remainder of your term.   

22           DR. HESLOP:  It's the wrong jurisdiction.  You 

23 aren't referring to the jurisdiction that I was 

24 referencing.   

25           MR. AAMES:  Oh, okay.  I don't know.  But 
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1 anyway, yes.  I want to continue to have a good working 

2 relationship with you.  It's been a lot of good things.  

3 I just felt I had to respond because I think you were 

4 leaning in a certain direction here.  Thank you.   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

6           DR. HESLOP:  Thank you.   

7           MR. BARRETT:  Any questions or comments?   

8           Thank you, sir.  I appreciate your time.   

9           The process we're going to use now, I'm going 

10 to make -- normally we don't allow public comment 

11 during study sessions.  I am going to allow it tonight 

12 for those who have filed requests.   

13           In the interim, while we get ready to listen to 

14 public comments, I'm going to ask each councilmember to 

15 pick up a green sheet.  Please list or check the boxes 

16 for the three concept maps that you prefer.  I'm going 

17 to ask the clerk to compile these and then come back to 

18 us after the public comment and let us know which was 

19 most popular, which has no votes or whatever.  All 

20 right?  And give us a breakdown on maps and the 

21 numbers, and we will proceed from that point.   

22           Yes, Mr. Aames?   

23           MR. AAMES:  Do you want our names on these?   

24           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah, you can sign it.   

25           MR. AAMES:  Can or we should sign?   



EXCERPTED TRANSCRIPT OF STUDY SESSION - 6/7/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

22

1           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah.  And sign them.   

2           MR. AAMES:  I think we should, because you're 

3 going to ask us why we chose ones.   

4           MR. BARRETT:  Right.   

5           MR. AAMES:  Not that we necessarily have to go 

6 into detail, but some of us -- some of us --  

7           MR. BARRETT:  Just pick three and sign it.   

8           MR. AAMES:  Okay.  My other thing is the order 

9 that we list these doesn't mean anything, right?   

10           MR. BARRETT:  No.   

11           MR. AAMES:  One doesn't get a higher weight 

12 because it was listed first?   

13           MR. BARRETT:  No.  The one with the highest 

14 weight will have the most votes.  

15           MR. AAMES:  The one with the highest count?   

16           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.   

17           MR. AAMES:  Okay.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  We have one public record request 

19 and then one e-mail sent in from Nancy Palmer of    

20 9247 West Buckhorn Trail.  She supports Plan 1 and  

21 Plan 8.   Okay.  Oh, now we have more comments.   

22           MR. PEARSON:  Is someone going to collect 

23 these?   

24           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah.  Thank you.   

25           Kathleen Surface? 
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1           MS. SURFACE:  Do I come up there?   

2           MR. BARRETT:  Yes, ma'am, please.  I'm sorry.  

3 You have three minutes to make your comments.  You can 

4 watch the clock up there so you'll know when you're 

5 getting close.  I ask you to -- 

6           MS. SURFACE:  It won't take me that long. 

7           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

8           MS. SURFACE:  As you know, my name is   

9 Kathleen Surface, and I live in the Palo Verde 

10 district, and Ron Aames has been our councilperson.  We 

11 have been extremely happy for him.  We helped to get 

12 him reelected into that position and stay in our area.  

13 And since it is an elected position, I do not think 

14 that it should be right for anyone to take him out of 

15 our district and place him elsewhere.  There is still 

16 another three and a half years left.  I just don't 

17 think that that's fair to the citizens that have 

18 elected him.   

19           And he has done a good job for us.  And we 

20 really appreciate that.  So that's my opinion.  And I 

21 guess the other one would be to go with No. 8 or 

22 something as far as the map.  But we would really like 

23 to see Ron Aames stay in our area.  Thank you.   

24           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

25           Carolee Hanson? 
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1           MS. HANSON:  My name is Carolee Hanson.  I also 

2 live in the Palo Verde district.  And I have built up a 

3 good rapport with Councilman Aames.  And I would really 

4 hate to see his -- him go to another district 

5 especially when I voted for him.  And it just seems 

6 like when things like that are done to us as citizens, 

7 it makes us think that our vote doesn't really count, 

8 that we don't really count.  So I would really like to 

9 see Ron Aames stay in Palo Verde District.  Thank you.  

10           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

11           William Bercu.  I may be mispronouncing that.  

12           MR. BERCU:  My name is William Bercu.  And I 

13 also live in Palo Verde district.  And I would like to 

14 express my support of Map No. 8.  The reason being I 

15 think it does, regardless of the continuity of the -- 

16 of my councilman, who I have supported and feel very 

17 comfortable with as far as the representation he does 

18 for us as a homeowner, but also I think it holds the 

19 continuity of each of our communities together.   

20           I attended the work session and saw other 

21 councilmembers there, and we passed around sketches and 

22 things like that, that there was indeed a way to 

23 balance this with the least amount of disruptions to 

24 the districts and still meet the demographics required 

25 to bring us back into line with our new population.   
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1           So I strongly support No. 8 over there and hope 

2 we can do that without these other -- without being 

3 stuck with what we've got there.  I'm glad that you -- 

4 I compliment you on suggesting some other ones.  Thank 

5 you.   

6           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much.   

7           Pamela Potter?   

8           MR. POTTER:  Mr. Mayor, Councilmen, my name is 

9 Pamela Potter.  I am also a resident of Palo Verde, and 

10 I attended the first redistricting meeting and actually 

11 was one of the people drawing little sketches.  And I 

12 spent a lot of time putting together my own map, which 

13 I thought worked better than any of these, but of 

14 course that's because I did it.  And it was excellent.  

15 And it was balanced within 50 people, I think, in every 

16 district.   

17           But I also -- I like Plan 8 the best.  When I 

18 first looked at them, I sent an e-mail to Wanda Nelson 

19 that I like No. 9, but I'm reconsidering, I think I 

20 like 8 better.  I like those two the best of all.   

21           But another one of my concerns is obviously I 

22 don't want to lose Ron as our councilmember because he 

23 is a great councilmember.   

24           But also that, because so much of the citizen 

25 input was previous to these three new maps, when you 
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1 sit down to tally the votes, are you going to start 

2 from ground zero now?  Are you going to -- because I 

3 sent in a vote for another map earlier because it was 

4 the best of the six.  But I didn't really like any of 

5 them particularly well.   

6           And so I actually would've liked to see the top 

7 two districts go north side by side.  That would've 

8 been my -- that was how I did it.  So as the city grew 

9 it would just kind to be more equitable.   

10           But anyway I am concerned that the people like 

11 me who sent in early votes might not be -- the numbers 

12 are going to be skewed because of that, because not 

13 everybody knew about the new ones.  And so I guess 

14 that's my question too, is that going to be taken into 

15 consideration?   

16           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  And to clear it up, I 

17 normally don't allow public comment during study 

18 sessions.  I'm allowing it tonight because we did have 

19 the introduction of three new maps without any kind of 

20 public input prior to this evening.   

21           Next Tuesday there is -- next Tuesday and 

22 Wednesday, we have public meetings about all nine maps.  

23 What we are going to try to do tonight is the Council 

24 is going to try to reduce the nine maps to three.  That 

25 is the goal.  Now, whether we will make it or not 
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1 remains to be seen.  But we are trying to eliminate the 

2 ones that obviously don't have any support as a 

3 minimum.   

4           The surviving maps will then be presented next 

5 Tuesday and Wednesday at public meetings where you can 

6 give your input into the consultants, and they will 

7 chart it out for us and bring all of that back to us so 

8 that the following Tuesday, which is the 21st, the 

9 Council will then hopefully select one map.  And that 

10 will then be approved during a regular council meeting 

11 and then be submitted to the federal Justice 

12 Department.  If they approve it, that will be the new 

13 district boundaries for the next ten years.  So that is 

14 the process we are following.  I apologize.  I should 

15 have said this at the very beginning.   

16           Next, Joe McCord.  I'm sorry.  Go right ahead.  

17           MR. McCORD:  I was waiting for you, sir.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  I'm sorry.   

19           MR. McCORD:  Mr. Mayor, ladies, gentlemen, I'm 

20 a very quiet man.  I don't rant and rave or pound my 

21 fist.  It's very hard to get me angry, to get my Irish 

22 up.  But, gentlemen, you have managed to get me angry.  

23 My Irish is up, way up.   

24           You made a covenant with me and with all of the 

25 citizens of Peoria, and then you broke it.  You told me 
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1 and everyone in Peoria that there would be six 

2 districts, six redistricts, the original six plans, 

3 five there and one over there.  You asked us to attend 

4 meetings and consider everything that's involved.  You 

5 gave us detailed background information material.  You 

6 encouraged us to read the material, weigh all of the 

7 elements and then vote as to which plan we liked best.  

8 You even gave us a ballot to vote with.   

9           We did everything you asked, and we voted.  As 

10 of today, more than 900 people voted for 1 through 6.  

11 900.  And now you want to throw all of that out.  Now 

12 you want to disregard that covenant and foist three 

13 more maps on us, three more plans, plans that none of 

14 us have had time to study and consider.   

15           In fact, as of today, only a tiny handful of 

16 votes have been cast for plans 7, 8, and 9, only a tiny 

17 handful.  So why did you do this?  Why did you 

18 disregard your covenant with us?  Because it's a 

19 pernicious political ploy to preserve the posterior of 

20 a preferred person perhaps to posterity, to which I say 

21 not in Peoria.  That's not the way we do things in this 

22 city.   

23           There's a word for what you have done, and it's 

24 called gerrymandering.  It's not a pretty word.  It's 

25 called disregarding the wishes of the people, and it's 
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1 something to be ashamed of.   

2           Let's take a look at what you came up with.  

3 What I'm holding behind me for the audience to see is 

4 an exact scale drawing of what one of the districts 

5 will look like if your gerrymandered plans are 

6 accepted.  The audience can see it, and they can see 

7 that it's not pretty.  As you can see, it's an 

8 abomination.  It's from Plan 7, but Plan 8 is just as 

9 bad and Plan 9 is worse in some ways.   

10           Gentlemen, here's what I think you should do.  

11 Dump 7, 8, and 9, and go back.  Keep your covenant with 

12 Peoria.  Throw out 7, 8, and 9.  Consider 1 through 6 

13 only.  Then ask us -- get down to three and ask us, as 

14 you promised, to look at the remaining three and vote 

15 again.  Dump 7, 8, and 9.  Keep your covenant because 

16 it's the right thing to do.   

17           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  We have the numbers 

18 back, and we have -- oh, we have one more.   

19           Mark Dobson -- Dotson.  I'm not sure if that's 

20 a T or a B. 

21           MR. DOTSON:  Mayor, Council, that was 

22 interesting.  I'm not sure if the people in Peoria will 

23 really appreciate being represented by someone we 

24 didn't elect either, but that's another topic.   

25           I am in Palo Verde district, Ron Aames.  And 
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1 looking at some of these maps, you'd have to do a lot 

2 of work to move districts -- excuse me -- to move 

3 districts around where someone is not even living in 

4 their district anymore.  My wife and I made four maps 

5 on our own.  She has a master's in mathematics.  I'm an 

6 engineer, also a manager.   

7           We were able to come up with four that not only 

8 kept all of you in your existing districts, but also 

9 satisfy all of the population.  Now, I don't see what 

10 is so hard about this.  Some of these that came up 

11 where everything is changed, being a manager, I would 

12 ask why you are reinventing the wheel.  There was a lot 

13 of work gone into that.  It's accurate, but there was 

14 no need for drastic change, none at all.  And as far as 

15 not adding a few more maps, why limit ourselves to bad 

16 choices?   

17           Councilman Aames -- I have lived here since 

18 1969.  He is the only councilman that I have met.  Not 

19 because I seeked him out.  He was walking door to door 

20 on weekends talking to people.  Before I even knew he 

21 was running, he was just talking, and he met every one 

22 of us.  And working at Honeywell, you know, it's a 

23 known fact that if you're an engineer, and you live on 

24 the West side, you work at Honeywell, 99 percent of the 

25 time.   
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1           I was over at friends' houses.  He didn't know 

2 it, but I would show up either right before or right 

3 after he did just by coincidence.  And they don't want 

4 to lose Mr. Aames either.   

5           So yeah, the example he showed of the one 

6 horseshoe, yeah, that's ridiculous.  But that's also 

7 the extreme.  It's kind of a red herring he threw out.  

8 There's other maps over there that make sense and keep 

9 everybody in place and keep people in place that we 

10 voted for.  That's it. 

11           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

12           The tally sheet is back.  We have two maps that 

13 had the most votes, which are four, which are No. 1 and 

14 No. 8.  Second place would be Concepts 3 and 4, which 

15 all had three votes.  Concept 2, 5, 6 all have two 

16 votes.  Map 7 has one vote.  Map 9 has zero votes.   

17           So we can now, if you like, proceed and discuss 

18 the four with the most votes and then see if we can 

19 move it down to one.  If we can eliminate one of those, 

20 then the three remaining will then be presented to the 

21 public next week.   

22           Would anyone care to comment on Map 2, 5, 6, 7, 

23 or 9?  Those had the least amount of votes.  Okay.  So 

24 once again it was 2, 5, 6, 7, and 9.   

25           MR. AAMES:  2, 5, and which ones got three 
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1 votes?  

2           MR. BARRETT:  3 and 4 got three votes.  1 and 8 

3 got four votes.   

4           MR. AAMES:  I think we should -- among the 

5 remaining, I think we take 1 and 8, and then among the 

6 remaining ones, we have a second vote.   

7           MS. EVANS:  Can you read the numbers off again? 

8           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Once more, here are the 

9 numbers.  Map No. 1 received four votes.  Map No. 2 

10 received two votes.  Map No. 3 received three votes.  

11 Map No. 4 received three votes.  Map No. 5 received 

12 two.  Map No. 6 received two.  Map No. 7 received one.  

13 Map No. 8 received four, and Map No. 9 received zero.  

14 Has everyone got the numbers now?   

15           Now, my question -- my question to the Council 

16 is does anyone care to comment on a map other than 1, 

17 3, 4, 9 -- or 8, excuse me?  Those are the highest.  

18 Does anyone care to comment on any of the remaining 

19 maps at this time?   

20           MR. AAMES:  Yeah, I think I will.   

21           MR. BARRETT:  What map would you care to 

22 comment on?   

23           MR. AAMES:  I think Map No. 2 is a good map, 

24 and I would like that one to be considered.  Among the 

25 six as you know, none of them are particularly my 
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1 favorite, but among them, I like 2.   

2           MR. BARRETT:  We are trying to reduce it to 

3 three maps.  And so we have two maps --  

4           MR. AAMES:  Well, I would say that --  

5           MR. BARRETT:  -- that have the most votes and 

6 two maps that have more votes than No. 2 does.   

7           MR. AAMES:  There's a consensus only on two 

8 maps, 1 and 8.  So I suggest of the remaining maps, we 

9 now see if there is a consensus now that we know that 1 

10 and 8 have been selected.   

11           MR. BARRETT:  All right.   

12           MR. AAMES:  And we've got a second sheet of 

13 paper where we can do that.  We no longer vote for 1 or 

14 8, I would suggest, but we revote across the others. 

15           MR. BARRETT:  I will consider that.  

16           Vice Mayor?  

17           MS. CARLAT:  If we are looking at numbers, our 

18 votes are each one number.  If we are looking at 

19 numbers, we would take them in order.  So there would 

20 be the order -- the most votes would be Nos. 1 and 8.  

21 The second most votes would be 3, 4.  Am I correct?   

22           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.   

23           MS. CARLAT:  3 and 4, you know.  2 is not the 

24 next one.  After that, it would be 2, 5, and 6. After 

25 that, it would be 7.  After that, it would be 9.  
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1           MR. BARRETT:  All right.  I'm going to ask for 

2 consensus now.  We've got -- we are supposed to cut it 

3 to three.  We've got the top four, so to speak.  So I'm 

4 going to ask for consensus.  Shall we just proceed to 

5 discuss the remaining four?   

6           Mr. Leone? 

7           MR. LEONE:  Which one?   

8           MR. BARRETT:  Shall we just proceed to discuss 

9 the top four vote getters?  Yes or no.   

10           MR. LEONE:  The top four?   

11           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah.   

12           MR. PEARSON:  Mr. Mayor, a point of order.  I'm 

13 a little confused.  When you are talking about the top 

14 four, are you excluding 1 and 8? 

15           MR. BARRETT:  No, no.  1, 8, 2, 3.  Those are 

16 the top four.  I'm sorry.  All right.  1, 3, 4, 8. 

17 Those are the top vote getters.  And my question is 

18 shall we restrict the rest of the discussion to those 

19 four maps?   

20           Carlo?  

21           MR. LEONE:  Now, which one are we going to be 

22 talking about again?   

23           MR. BARRETT:  I'm asking if you want to just 

24 limit the discussion to No. 1, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 8. 

25           MR. LEONE:  No.   
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1           MR. AAMES:  No.   

2           MR. RIVERO:  No.   

3           MS. CARLAT:  Yes.   

4           MS. EVANS:  Yes.   

5           MR. PEARSON:  No.   

6           MR. BARRETT:  Well, it's no.  Which one would 

7 we all like to talk about that didn't make the top 

8 four?   

9           MR. PEARSON:  Mr. Mayor, if I might, since 9 

10 got zero, is there consensus that we not include that 

11 one?   

12           MR. BARRETT:  That's the easy way to do it.  

13 Consensus to eliminate No. 9?   

14           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

15           MR. BARRETT:  Carlo, Tony, yes, yes? 

16           Okay, 9 is out. 

17           Okay.  7 got the next least number of votes.  

18 Do we have a consensus whether or not we are going to 

19 discuss No. 7?  I will start with you this time.   

20           MR. PEARSON:  No.   

21           MR. BARRETT:  No.   

22           MS. EVANS:  Take it out.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Take it out?  

24           Vice Mayor?  

25           MS. CARLAT:  Take it out.   
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1           MR. BARRETT:  Take it out.  Out, out. 

2           MR. AAMES:  Take it out.   

3           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  So we have eliminated 9 

4 and we have eliminated 7.  6 and 5 and 2 each got two.  

5 Let's start with 6.  Shall we talk about No. 6 or not, 

6 Mr. Leone?   

7           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

8           MR. AAMES:  Yes. 

9           MR. BARRETT:  Vice Mayor?   

10           MS. CARLAT:  No. 

11           MR. BARRETT:  Ms. Evans?  Ms. Evans? 

12           MS. EVANS:  I'm looking.   

13           MR. BARRETT:  Oh.   

14           MS. EVANS:  Yes.   

15           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  That's a yes.   

16           No. 5 got two votes.  Shall we continue and 

17 talk about No. 5, Mr. Pearson?   

18           MR. PEARSON:  Yes.   

19           MR. BARRETT:  Ms. Evans?   

20           MS. EVANS:  Yes.   

21           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.  Okay.   

22           MR. AAMES:  Yes.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  That's all.  That's enough 

24 yeses.   

25           MR. AAMES:  May I comment?   



EXCERPTED TRANSCRIPT OF STUDY SESSION - 6/7/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

37

1           MR. BARRETT:  Not yet.  I'll get back to you.   

2           The next is Concept No. 2.  Do you want to 

3 continue to discuss that, Mr. Leone?   

4           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Mr. Aames?   

6           MR. AAMES:  Yes.   

7           MR. RIVERO:  Yes.   

8           MR. BARRETT:  Vice Mayor?   

9           MS. CARLAT:  Well, let me look at here.  Sure. 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  That's enough yeses.  All 

11 right.  Now, we can take them in any particular order.  

12 It doesn't really make any difference.  Let's start 

13 with No. 2 since that's the first one up after the four 

14 votes that No. 1 got.  Concept 2.   

15           Go ahead. 

16           MR. AAMES:  Point of order here.  What about 3 

17 and 4? 

18           MR. BARRETT:  3 and 4, they are in the top 

19 four.  I've already set those aside. 

20           MR. AAMES:  I think that Council should decide 

21 whether or not we want to set them aside or whether or 

22 not we want to include them in another vote. 

23           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  And that's fair.  Okay.  

24 Then we will start with No. 1.   

25           Do you want to talk about No. 1, Mr. Leone?   
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1           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

2           MR. BARRETT:  Mr. Aames?   

3           MR. AAMES:  What do you mean talk about No. 1?  

4           MR. BARRETT:  Do you want to discuss that 

5 tonight or not?   

6           MR. AAMES:  I will discuss any of them.  I 

7 thought we were deciding on --  

8           MR. BARRETT:  Which ones we are going to --  

9           MR. AAMES:  -- the consensus for 3 or 4. 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Well, do you -- I'm going to do 

11 all nine now.  I'm not going to stop with just 3 and 4.  

12 So I am asking you, do you want to keep No. 1 in the 

13 conversation or not?  

14           MR. AAMES:  Well, of course.   

15           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

16           MR. RIVERO:  Yes.   

17           MS. CARLAT:  No.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  No?   

19           Ms. Evans?         

20           MS. EVANS:  Yes. 

21           MR. BARRETT:  Yes?   

22           MR. PEARSON:  Point of order.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Go ahead.   

24           MR. PEARSON:  Have we not already identified 1 

25 and 8 as two of the finalists?   
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1           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah, and 3 and 4 are the other 

2 two finalists, but we've decided -- we're going to 

3 decide whether or not we're going to talk about 3 and 

4 4, so in the interest of fairness, I want to bring them 

5 all up.  It's my meeting.   

6           MR. PEARSON:  What was the point of having that 

7 first vote then? 

8           MR. BARRETT:  The point of having the first 

9 vote was to narrow it down to three.   

10           MR. PEARSON:  But what I would like --  

11           MR. BARRETT:  We narrowed it down to four, and 

12 now we are deciding to expand the discussion beyond the 

13 top four vote getting maps.   

14           MR. PEARSON:  Well, the point was though there 

15 was a consensus on only two of them, and that's 1 and 

16 8.  There were four people I believe that was a vote 

17 for -- who said 1 and 8.  The rest did not have a 

18 consensus.   

19           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Then I'll --  

20           MR. PEARSON:  Then we had a consensus to get 

21 rid of 9 and 7 if I remember correctly.   

22           MR. BARRETT:  That's correct.   

23           MR. PEARSON:  Which would leave 2, 3, 4, 5, and 

24 6.  I thought that's what you were asking do we want to 

25 have conversations about the ones that are remaining.   
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1           MR. BARRETT:  After the first two were 

2 eliminated?   

3           MR. PEARSON:  After the first two have    

4 passed -- were approved by the Council.   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah.  And you can humor me and 

6 just say yes, you want to talk about No. 1.  I'm going 

7 to go through the entire list and not just partial.   

8           MR. PEARSON:  Okay.  I will humor you.   

9           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  The next is No. 3, yes or 

10 no?     

11           MR. PEARSON:  No.   

12           MR. AAMES:  What about No. 2?   

13           MR. BARRETT:  We already decided on 2.  Trust 

14 me.  I'm keeping score here.  Wait a minute.  Let's 

15 start with you, Mr. Pearson.  Do you want to discuss 

16 No. 3?   

17           MR. PEARSON:  Yes.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Ms. Evans?   

19           MS. EVANS:  Yes.  

20           MS. CARLAT:  Yes.  

21           MR. RIVERO:  Yes.   

22           MR. AAMES:  No.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  No. 4, do you want to 

24 discuss No. 4?   

25           MR. AAMES:  I said no.   
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1           MR. BARRETT:  But you were outvoted.  I had 

2 four yeses, so it doesn't really matter.   

3           MR. LEONE:  No. 

4           MR. BARRETT:  No?  No. 4? 

5           MR. AAMES:  No, I don't.   

6           MR. BARRETT:  No. 4?  No?   

7           No. 4? 

8           MS. CARLAT:  Yes. 

9           MR. BARRETT:  No. 4? 

10           MS. CARLAT:  Yes. 

11           MS. EVANS:  No. 4? 

12           MR. PEARSON:  No. 

13           MR. BARRETT:  It's a no.  No. 4 is out. 

14           We now have a top three if you want to quit 

15 while we are there.  That would be 1, 3, and 8.   

16           MR. PEARSON:  But we wanted to humor you,    

17 Mr. Mayor, so do we have to do 9 again? 

18           MR. BARRETT:  No, we don't have to do 9 again.  

19 It didn't get any votes to start with.   

20           Do you want to stop here and approve 1, 3, and 

21 8 as the recommended maps for the redistricting 

22 discussion next week and to be considered the following 

23 week?  Or do you want to go back and discuss the other 

24 maps?   

25           Yes, Ms. Evans?   



EXCERPTED TRANSCRIPT OF STUDY SESSION - 6/7/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

42

1           MS. EVANS:  I would suggest that we talk about 

2 1, 8, and 3 and see if everyone has enough positives at 

3 least about one of those so that we can move forward.   

4           MR. PEARSON:  Mr. Mayor?   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.   

6           MR. PEARSON:  Correct me if I'm wrong, but we 

7 already have a consensus for 1 and 8.   

8           MS. EVANS:  Well, now we have a consensus for 

9 3, because four people said yes, they wanted to discuss 

10 it.   

11           MR. PEARSON:  To discuss it, but we already 

12 have a consensus for 1 and 8.   

13           MR. BARRETT:  But not to approve it.  You are 

14 correct. 

15           MS. EVANS:  Right.   

16           MR. PEARSON:  What?   

17           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  So let's go back to No. 2. 

18           MR. PEARSON:  Wait a minute, Mayor.  My 

19 understanding is that the first vote was to determine a 

20 consensus for maps.  And a consensus would be defined 

21 as four or more of us saying yes to a map.  And I 

22 believe you said four or more of us said yes to it.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  To 1 and 8, right. 

24           MR. PEARSON:  Yes.  So why are we even 

25 discussing those right now in the second tier?   
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1           MR. BARRETT:  No. 2, do you want to discuss  

2 No. 2? 

3           MR. PEARSON:  Yes.   

4           MR. BARRETT:  Who wants to open the 

5 conversation about Map No. 2? 

6           MR. PEARSON:  Just for -- just for those who 

7 are keeping score at home, which ones in total are we 

8 going to discuss?   

9           MR. BARRETT:  We are going to discuss -- 1 and 

10 8 have been set aside because they both have at least 

11 four votes.  We are going to discuss 2, 3, 5, 6.   

12           MR. PEARSON:  Okay.   

13           MR. BARRETT:  7 and 9 have been eliminated.   

14 So I'm going to take them in numerical order.  Concept 

15 No. 2, questions or comments?   

16           MR. AAMES:  Yeah, I --  

17           MR. BARRETT:  Mr. Aames?   

18           MR. AAMES:  You know, among the first six, you 

19 know I am not a fan of those relative to some of the 

20 later ones.  But yeah, it's a good map.  It cuts across 

21 the district, or the city I should say.  I think it's 

22 one, a strong one to consider.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Any other comments about 

24 Map No. 2?   

25           MS. CARLAT:  I have a comment.   
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1           MR. BARRETT:  Vice Mayor?   

2           MS. CARLAT:  I think Map No. 2 takes all 

3 continuity away from the purple C district there.  And 

4 it lacks any kind of continuity whatsoever.  It's 

5 jiggled.  It doesn't make any sense whatsoever.   

6           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

7           MR. AAMES:  May I respond?   

8           MR. BARRETT:  Sure.   

9           MR. AAMES:  Actually, C is similar to how some 

10 of our current districting occurs with the Willow 

11 District moving up like that.   

12           MS. CARLAT:  That notwithstanding, it doesn't 

13 make sense.  And that is my opinion.   

14           MR. AAMES:  That your opinion, yes.   

15           MS. CARLAT:  Yes.  Let's be done.  Let's both 

16 leave it there.   

17           MR. AAMES:  It makes a lot of sense.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Any other questions or 

19 comments about Map No. 2?  Then I would like to try for 

20 a consensus on Map No. 2.  Should we add Map No. 2 to 

21 the 1 and 8?  Wait a minute.  Do you have a comment?  

22 Any other comments about Map No. 2 before I ask for a 

23 consensus?   

24           MR. PEARSON:  No, Mr. Mayor.  I was wondering.  

25 We were given another voting tally.  Do you want us to 
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1 vote on one or two? 

2           MR. BARRETT:  Oh, did you want to try to do 

3 this the same way we did the first ones?  

4           MR. PEARSON:  Vote for two?  

5           MS. CARLAT:  Why?  You just threw away the 

6 first one?  Why do it again?   

7           MR. BARRETT:  No.  I am looking for -- I am 

8 going to take them in numerical order and ask for 

9 consensus.   

10           MR. PEARSON:  All right.   

11           MR. BARRETT:  Map No. 2, we will start with 

12 you, yes or no.   

13           MR. PEARSON:  Sure, yes.   

14           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.   

15           Ms. Evans? 

16           MS. EVANS:  Yes. 

17           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

18           Vice Mayor?   

19           MS. CARLAT:  No.   

20           MR. AAMES:  Yes.   

21           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  So now Map No. 1, 8, and 

22 No. 2 have consensus of Council.  Okay.  Now, we 

23 decided even though it had three initial votes, we were 

24 going to talk about No. 3.  Please turn to No. 3. 

25 Questions or comments regarding No. 3?   
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1           MS. EVANS:  Okay.  Can we talk about 3?   

2           MR. BARRETT:  Yep.  Go right ahead.   

3           MS. EVANS:  All right.  I think the advantage 

4 of 3, it's one of the most concise, as, as well as   

5 No. 1.  No. 1 and No. 3 appear to be the most concise 

6 of the plans we still have left in the pack.  And it 

7 gives communities a fair shake for both 1 and 3.  I 

8 said yes to 2 to be helpful, and I shouldn't have said 

9 yes to No. 2 to be helpful, because it doesn't do that.  

10 So I take my yes on No. 2 away.  Thank you.   

11           MR. BARRETT:  It would still have enough votes 

12 to get approved.  No. 3, any other questions or 

13 comments on No. 3?   

14           Mr. Rivero, do you have a comment?  

15           Mr. Leone?   

16           MR. LEONE:  No.   

17           MR. AAMES:  No.   

18           MR. RIVERO:  No.   

19           MS. CARLAT:  I have a question or comment.   

20           MR. BARRETT:  Go ahead.   

21           MS. CARLAT:  I would like to know from the 

22 public input, can you let us know how the public input 

23 was on the first six maps?  Do you have something that 

24 tells us who voted -- how many voted for what?   

25           MR. KEMP:  The city clerk I know has been 
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1 keeping track of the public comments on the various 

2 maps.  And I believe she would have that, and she would 

3 be able to kind of tell you what the public comment has 

4 been on the various maps.   

5           MS. NELSON:  I am going to defer to NDC.  They 

6 are actually the agency that has done that tally for 

7 us.  I believe Dr. Heslop has that tally.   

8           MS. CARLAT:  Thank you.   

9           DR. HESLOP:  Plan 1 there were -- should I come 

10 to the microphone?  

11           MR. BARRETT:  Please do, sir.  Thank you.   

12           DR. HESLOP:  These data are as of the end of 

13 May, May 31.  For Plan 1, there were 11 approving, two 

14 disapproving.  For Plan 3, there were three approving, 

15 four disapproving.  For Plan 3, there were seven 

16 approving -- 

17           MR. BARRETT:  Excuse me.   

18           MR. AAMES:  You just said three.    

19           MR. BARRETT:  You said three twice.  The three 

20 yes and four no, is that No. 2?  

21           DR. HESLOP:  Yes.   

22           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

23           DR. HESLOP:  I'll do it in that way.  Plan 3, 

24 seven yeses, five nos.  Plan 4, five yeses, one no.  

25 Plan 6 -- 
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1           MR. BARRETT:  What about No. 5?   

2           DR. HESLOP:  Yeah, let's see.  For Plan 5, 

3 there were 158 who expressed approval, and one 

4 disapproval.  For Plan 6, zero approval, five 

5 disapproval. 

6           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you, sir.   

7           MR. HESLOP:  Thank you.   

8           MS. EVANS:  May I ask a question?   

9           MR. BARRETT:  Go right ahead.   

10           MS. EVANS:  Okay.  And how current is that 

11 count?  Because it doesn't add up to 900 or 400 or 

12 whatever our numbers were.   

13           DR. HESLOP:  Councilman Evans, that adds up to 

14 around 400 specific comments.  The 900 reflected not 

15 only on the specific plans but community of interest 

16 and planned proposals.  To give you the exact totals, 

17 there were 173 comments, that's the approval, 

18 disapproval that I read you just now on the six concept 

19 plans.  There were 206 consenting communities of 

20 interest, and there were 31 specific planned proposals 

21 from citizens.   

22           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you, sir.  Other questions 

23 or comments?   

24           MS. CARLAT:  I have a comment.   

25           MR. BARRETT:  Go ahead.   



EXCERPTED TRANSCRIPT OF STUDY SESSION - 6/7/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

49

1           MS. CARLAT:  We had a large amount of public 

2 approval for Plan No. 5, a plan that if I have my 

3 numbers correct, is this one of the ones we have 

4 decided to discuss?   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.   

6           MS. CARLAT:  Okay.  I just wanted to make sure, 

7 because I think it's very important that we take these 

8 public comments into consideration.  I want to make 

9 sure that no matter what we do, we do not discount the 

10 people getting involved in this process, staying 

11 involved in it and take their voice -- make sure that 

12 their voice is heard.   

13           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  We are still on 

14 concept No. 3.  I'm going to start over again.   

15           Mr. Leone, Map No. 3, do you want to consider 

16 it, yes or no?   

17           MR. LEONE:  I already voted.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  Well, we were interrupted.  I'm 

19 starting over again.   

20           MR. LEONE:  No.   

21           MR. AAMES:  No.   

22           MR. RIVERO:  No.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Vice Mayor?   

24           MS. CARLAT:  Yes.   

25           MS. EVANS:  Yes.   
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1           MR. PEARSON:  No.   

2           MR. BARRETT:  That's a no.  So 3 has been 

3 eliminated.  No. 5 is next.  Anybody want to comment on 

4 it?  

5           Mr. Pearson?   

6           MR. PEARSON:  No.   

7           MS. EVANS:  Yes.   

8           MS. CARLAT:  Yes.   

9           MR. RIVERO:  No.   

10           MR. AAMES:  No.   

11           MR. LEONE:  No.   

12           MR. BARRETT:  It's a no.  Concept No. 6 -- 

13           MS. CARLAT:  I would just like to make a 

14 comment.  May I?   

15           MR. BARRETT:  When we're done.  Concept No. 6.  

16 We are almost finished.  One more.  Concept No. 6, do 

17 you want to discuss it?   

18           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

19           MR. BARRETT:  Mr. Aames?  No. 

20           MR. AAMES:  We are not -- we are just talking 

21 about discussing it now?   

22           MR. BARRETT:  Yes.  That's what we've been 

23 doing all along.  Do you want to eliminate it or not?   

24           MR. AAMES:  Do you want to eliminate it or not?  

25           MR. BARRETT:  Do you want to eliminate -- I'm 
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1 sorry.  Do you want to eliminate No. 6 or not?   

2           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

3           MR. BARRETT:  Yes, you do.  Okay.  Sorry.   

4           MR. AAMES:  Yes.   

5           MR. RIVERO:  No.   

6           MS. CARLAT:  Are we going to discuss it?   

7           MR. BARRETT:  No.  We're going to eliminate it.   

8           MS. CARLAT:  Oh.  I want to keep it.   

9           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

10           MR. PEARSON:  Eliminate it.   

11           MR. BARRETT:  It's eliminated.  All right.   We 

12 are left with 1, 8, and 2.  We have essentially 

13 eliminated the rest.  So it's 1, 2, and 8.  Any other 

14 questions or comments?   

15           MR. PEARSON:  Question, Mayor.   

16           MR. BARRETT:  Go right ahead.   

17           MR. PEARSON:  Is this the time, perhaps for the 

18 city attorney, that we identify what districts A, B, C, 

19 D, E, and F are?   

20           MR. BARRETT:  Well --  

21           MR. KEMP:  Mayor and Council, that would 

22 certainly -- you could do this now.  You could 

23 certainly do it on the 21st after you have had the 

24 public comment on these three plans.  That would be 

25 entirely up to Council's discretion as to whether you 
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1 want to do it now or wait until the 21st.  I mean, 

2 obviously this will give -- we do have three public 

3 meetings set next week where we will be taking the 

4 three finalists plans back to the public for their 

5 input. 

6           MR. BARRETT:  What is the pleasure of the 

7 Council?   

8           MR. AAMES:  I would like to identify the names 

9 now.   

10           MR. BARRETT:  Identify them now?  Okay.  We'll 

11 identify them now.  Suggestions?  Proposals?   

12           MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  I'll make a proposal for 1. 

13           MR. BARRETT:  For Map No. 1.   

14           MR. AAMES:  I propose that A be the Mesquite 

15 District, B be the Willow District, C be the Ironwood 

16 District, D be the Palo Verde District, F be the Pine 

17 District, and E be the Acacia District. 

18           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Any other alternatives?  

19 Ms. Evans?   

20           MS. EVANS:  Okay.  For No. 1, I would like to 

21 recommend that A be Mesquite --  

22           MR. BARRETT:  Let me stop you right here.  I 

23 think we can all agree that A, E and F are -- 

24           MS. EVANS:  Okay. 

25           MR. BARRETT:  -- respectively Mesquite, Acacia, 
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1 and Pine.  Is everybody all right with that?   

2           MS. EVANS:  Yeah.   

3           MR. BARRETT:  So we are really just talking 

4 about B, C, and D.   

5           MS. EVANS:  Okay.   

6           MR. BARRETT:  Sorry.  I didn't mean to 

7 interrupt.   

8           MS. EVANS:  I would like to recommend that B is 

9 Palo Verde, and C is Ironwood, and D is Willow. 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Any other suggestions?  

11 Discussion?   

12           MS. EVANS:  And the reason I am saying that -- 

13 let me just explain the reason I am saying that.  My 

14 reasoning is that in D, if two people who are drawn 

15 together in that area, which is true, it is.  Two 

16 people are drawn together in that area.  I feel like it 

17 is appropriate to have it be called Willow so that the 

18 citizens who are a combination of those two districts 

19 have the opportunity to vote between those two, decide 

20 who they want or some other new person who may run for 

21 office.  If that's -- that's the one that's shared, D 

22 is shared, and I feel like the election ought to be 

23 taking place as soon as possible so that the citizens 

24 have the opportunity to have their will made known, 

25 because many of those citizens are also people that I 
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1 have served.  I didn't ask them to come tonight.  And I 

2 just think it's wonderful that these people from Palo 

3 Verde came.  I have a number of citizens who would've 

4 come and been in support of me had I asked them or told 

5 them about it.  So that's why I think Willow is the 

6 fairest to everyone and to the citizens. 

7           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

8           Mr. Aames?  

9           MR. AAMES:  I have an opposite viewpoint here, 

10 and that goes back to voting and how long a person 

11 represents people that did not vote for him.  And if 

12 Palo Verde is in B, that's three and a half years more.  

13 If Willow is in B, that's only a year and a half.  So I 

14 think we should reduce the amount of time that someone 

15 represents citizens who did not vote for him or her. 

16           MR. BARRETT:  Ms. Evans?   

17           MS. EVANS:  In opposition to that, I have 

18 represented these people for seven years.  So, you 

19 know, just the fact is I have represented them for a 

20 very long time and have received a lot of support from 

21 them.  So I am concerned about us not giving those 

22 people a choice.   

23           MR. AAMES:  I am not denying that.  I am 

24 referring to who represents B, and if B is Willow, you 

25 represent them a year and a half before there is 
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1 voting.  If B is Palo Verde, I represent them for three 

2 and a half years before there is voting.  And it's 

3 someone representing them who they did not vote for for 

4 a very long time.   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  The first suggestion was 

6 to name B Willow.  I am going to try for consensus on 

7 this one.   

8           Mr. Leone?   

9           MR. LEONE:  B is Willow? 

10           MR. BARRETT:  That's the question, yes or no. 

11           MR. LEONE:  Yes.   

12           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

13           MR. AAMES:  Yes.   

14           MR. RIVERO:  Yes.   

15           MS. CARLAT:  No.   

16           MS. EVANS:  No.   

17           MR. PEARSON:  Yes.   

18           MR. BARRETT:  It's yes.  So B is Willow on Map 

19 No. 1.  C is Ironwood, and D is Palo Verde. 

20           Map No. 2, once again, the only three we are 

21 really discussing, I assume everybody is still 

22 agreeable to that, is B, C, and D.  Questions or 

23 suggestions, comments?   

24           MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  May I make a suggestion?   

25           MR. BARRETT:  Somebody needs to.   



EXCERPTED TRANSCRIPT OF STUDY SESSION - 6/7/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

56

1           MR. AAMES:  Okay.  I suggest that B -- let me 

2 see here.  I've got to -- yeah, B is Ironwood, C is 

3 Willow, and D is Palo Verde.   

4           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any other 

5 suggestions, comments, feelings, thoughts?  I don't 

6 have to ask for consensus, but if no one objects,   

7 then -- does anyone object?  No one objects, so for  

8 Map No. 2, B will be Ironwood, C will be Willow, and D 

9 will be Palo Verde.   

10           The last map is No. 8, and I don't think -- 

11 well, we still have to go through the formality.   

12           MR. AAMES:  Nobody objected.  Okay.   

13           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Plan No. 8, B, C, and D.  

14           MR. AAMES:  If I may make a point, I think Plan 

15 No. 8 is kind of by definition already defined.   

16           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah, but we've defined the other 

17 two, so let's define all three so there is no 

18 confusion.   

19           MR. AAMES:  Okay.  I'm okay with that.  I have 

20 to get that one out.   

21           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.   

22           MR. AAMES:  I'll make a suggestion.   

23           MR. BARRETT:  Please do.   

24           MR. AAMES:  And we are just doing B, D, and C? 

25           MR. BARRETT:  B, C, and D.  
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1           MR. AAMES:  I say B is Willow.  I recommend 

2 that C be Ironwood, and D be Palo Verde. 

3           MR. BARRETT:  Alternative suggestions?  Does 

4 anyone object?  Okay.  Then B will be Willow.  On Map 

5 No. 8, B is Willow, C is Ironwood, and D is Palo Verde.  

6 Any other questions or comments?  Okay.   

7           Did you get your direction for the public 

8 meetings?  All right.  Thank you very much.  No other 

9 comments, then we are adjourned.  Thank you.   

10                (The meeting adjourned at 5:24 p.m.) 
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1           MR. KEMP:  Good evening.  Welcome to the

2 second City of Peoria Redistricting Scoping Meeting

3 tonight.  For your information, there will be one more

4 meeting at Sunrise Mountain library tomorrow night at

5 6:30 p.m.

6           And with that, I would like to go ahead and

7 introduce the city staff who is here:  Wanda Nelson,

8 our city clerk, who is part of this project.  We also

9 have some councilmembers with us tonight, and I want to

10 introduce them:  Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat,

11 Councilmembers Ron Aames, Joan Evans, Carlo Leone, and

12 Tony Rivero.

13           And tonight I will give you a short outline

14 of the remainder of the process, but the real purpose

15 of tonight is to get your input on the three

16 council-designated plans.  And so after I just outline

17 the remainder of the process, I am going to introduce

18 the City's consultant from National Demographics, who

19 will talk very briefly about the maps, and the rest of

20 the meeting is to get your input.  We are at the point

21 where council has designated three maps, which are off

22 on the side.

23           And I do want to mention that if we have

24 citizens here who are more fluent in Spanish, we have

25 Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, who is an interpreter, to assist
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1 you.

2           After this process is completed in the public

3 scoping meetings, we will be going back to council,

4 and, on June 21st, the council will be asked to select

5 a preferred concept.  Based on that preferred concept,

6 in July, the council will be asked to adopt a direction

7 directing staff to proceed with preparation of the

8 necessary ordinances and materials to implement that

9 concept.

10           Now, under the Federal Voting Rights Act,

11 Arizona is one of 17 states that must actually submit

12 all of its election materials to the U.S. Department of

13 Justice; and so after the council action, we will

14 compile all of the materials, including all the public

15 input we have received, the comments tonight, and all

16 of that material will be submitted to the Department of

17 Justice for their review.  And the goal is to end up

18 with a redistricting plan approved by the department,

19 ready to be implemented in the 2012 elections.  And so

20 in 2012 -- we are really talking about January --

21 candidates start appearing and need to know where their

22 district boundaries are.

23           Now, what this won't impact, this does not

24 affect any existing councilmembers' terms or their

25 service, and regardless of what map council adopts, all
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1 councilmembers continue to represent their district

2 until the end of their terms.  So there's no impact.

3 It doesn't impact your taxes.  It doesn't impact any of

4 your other services.  What it does do is it determines

5 in the future who your representative might be.  And so

6 that is essentially an outline of the process.

7           And with us tonight is Justin Levitt of

8 National Demographics, and National Demographics is the

9 City's redistricting consultant, and he will talk very

10 briefly about the maps, then we are prepared to get

11 your input on what you like, don't like, and what you

12 want us to tell the council about these maps.

13           MR. LEVITT:  Thank you, Mr. Kemp.

14           And, again, my name is Justin Levitt.  I am a

15 senior analyst for National Demographics, and I'm here

16 tonight to listen to your comments, to answer your

17 questions, particularly about the plans that you are

18 looking at tonight.

19           A little bit about the plans.  When we were

20 initially asked by the council to draw maps, we were

21 given certain criteria, including keeping communities

22 of interest together and following natural and

23 artificial boundaries.  Concepts One and Two came out

24 of those initial maps we drew.

25           We were then asked to draw an additional
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1 three maps that not only looked at those previous

2 criteria, but also took into account continuity in

3 office where incumbents lived; and Plan Eight is a

4 variant that came out of that.

5           I have a lot of information on my computer if

6 you are wondering about the particular district

7 boundaries, particular lines, whether your neighborhood

8 is splitting, and I'm happy to answer any questions

9 regarding that.  Certain questions I may have to turn

10 back to Mr. Kemp or may be answered next week; but this

11 is really your chance to ask questions and find out for

12 yourself and make statements for yourself.  And

13 everybody should have a green sheet provided for you.

14 Please give us your comments on these maps.  They

15 really are important to us.

16           So we'll open it up for questions.

17           Do we have a separate microphone here?

18           MR. KEMP:  Yes, we do.

19           MS. POTTER:  My name is Pam Potter.  Is this

20 on, or does it matter?  I talk loud anyway.  It is now.

21 It should be green, right?  There should be a light on?

22 Yeah, that's working.  Yeah, this is working now.

23 Sorry.

24           Okay.  I actually wanted to comment, I don't

25 have a problem with any of the three maps, but I do
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1 think that map Eight is the best.  And the reason for

2 that is both One and Two will take out a city

3 councilmember, either Joan Evans or Dave Pearson, both

4 of whom have been excellent and served this City very

5 well.  And because their term expires next year, that

6 means that there would be two years that -- the current

7 person in the district they fall into, there would be

8 two years that they effectively would not be able to

9 participate in any way in a city council unless they

10 moved.  And that seems to me unfair to the citizens and

11 to both Ms. Evans and Mr. Pearson.

12           And so I think that while that originally

13 wasn't taken into account, I think it should be,

14 because it's not fair, I think, also to the people who

15 voted for them, and to keep those lines as close as

16 they could be to where they used to be, because these

17 are the people -- you know, we kind of get to know our

18 city councilmen, and, you know, you kind of want as

19 many people as possible to keep that councilman.

20           And in regard to going back and making three

21 more maps, I'm writing a paper right now, and I thought

22 I had a wrap on it yesterday morning, and then I

23 realized that I needed to change something, that it

24 wasn't quite right the way it is, and so I'm rewriting

25 it and doing it differently because -- and that's life,
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1 you know?  Sometimes you -- just because the first six

2 were done originally doesn't necessarily mean there

3 aren't better options.

4           So that's really my comment was I really

5 think that we have an excellent city council, and I

6 would like to see them all have a chance to stay on the

7 council.

8           MR. LEVITT:  Thank you very much for your

9 comments.

10           MR. McCORD:  My name is Joe McCord, and I

11 live in the Mesquite District.  And my first questions

12 are very simple one.  Why are we doing this?  We

13 already did it once.  We met -- we, the people, met and

14 looked at six different maps, six maps, six different

15 plans.  We voted.  We did what we were asked to do.  We

16 voted.  It went forward to the council, and the

17 majority of the council just ignored it, just threw

18 it -- plan Five got by far the most votes, and we just

19 totally ignored it.

20           Now we are faced with a new map, plan Eight.

21 There are two other districts in plan Eight.  Look at

22 them.  Look at them, Palo Verde and Willow.  Look at

23 them.  They are disasters.  They are disasters.  The

24 one on the right is a total, complete disaster, and the

25 one on the left is a train wreck.  But that is what we
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1 would get.  We would get people who are connected by

2 thin lines, where people are connected by

3 intersections.  That's not the way it's supposed to be

4 done, ladies and gentlemen.  District blocks are

5 supposed to be contiguous, supposed to be solid.  We

6 are not supposed to have gerrymandering, which is what

7 we have over there.

8           Now, let's address the question of people

9 being moved out of their district.  Well, you know

10 what?  They represent the whole city.  Just because

11 someone is elected out of a district doesn't mean that

12 he or she doesn't represent the entire city, because he

13 or she does represent the entire city, and if a new

14 district is created that doesn't have some of the

15 people who voted for that person, so what?  It doesn't

16 matter.  You are still representing everyone in the

17 city.

18           Eight is a disaster.  Eight is terrible.

19 Eight is all of the bad things that can come out of a

20 process that is flawed.

21           And you will get your chance, Mr. Aames.  I'm

22 almost through.

23           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I certainly will.

24           MR. McCORD:  One is a decent plan.  Two I

25 have some personal problems with, but One is a pretty
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1 good plan compared to Eight, which I think is a

2 disaster.

3           So you have heard me.  I'm sure Mr. Aames

4 wants to rebut.  Maybe I can get a surrebuttal if

5 necessary.

6           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I think it's quite

7 uncalled for to talk about things as train wrecks and

8 disasters.  That's hyperbole that isn't really

9 necessary here.

10           Eight is, to me, a very good map.  It is the

11 one map that has best continuity with existing

12 districts; and when you have that, you continue to

13 bring forward certain councilmembers that can represent

14 those citizens, those citizens who voted for those

15 councilmembers, on the council.  Yes, we do represent

16 the entire city, but we also specifically pay attention

17 to our districts.  That's why we have a district

18 system.

19           On the other hand, if you go with One or Two,

20 someone is going to be moved out of their district, and

21 they are going to be living and representing people in

22 a district who never voted for them.  That is not a

23 good idea.  To me, that is not democracy.  You vote for

24 your representative.  You don't have a system that

25 pushes people out.  And that's why I like map Eight
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1 best.

2           I think at the council, we are going to be

3 tweaking it a little bit to make it a little bit

4 tighter, and you will see that it will be an excellent

5 choice for the City moving forward.

6           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  I'm Cathy Carlat.  I'm

7 the councilmember for the Mesquite District.  And in

8 response to Mr. Aames, in map number Eight, the exact

9 same thing that he is saying is not okay is happening

10 to Councilmember Evans.  She is located in that little

11 tiny spot right there that consists of 63 homes, and

12 then her district goes up and winds around, all around

13 the Ironwood District, to an area of people that did

14 not elect her and actually don't have anything to do

15 with the district that she lives in.  She doesn't drive

16 on those streets on a regular basis.  She doesn't shop

17 in those stores.  She doesn't think about the property

18 values as they are applicable to those people who live

19 up there.  She has a different train of thought because

20 she lives in a different district, really.  So to just

21 put her in that spot for the purpose of keeping

22 councilmembers in their district I think is an

23 incorrect thing to do.

24           As much as I respect and think that

25 Councilmember Evans has done a tremendous job for this
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1 city, I think that that is not a correct district to

2 perpetuate our city for the next ten years.  Ten years.

3 This is not about one year.  It's not about three

4 years.  It's not about current councilmembers.  It's

5 about the way the city has grown north, and we need to

6 respect the fact that it needs to continue to grow

7 north in a contiguous, organized, even fashion, not in

8 a manner that has to do with personal addresses of

9 current councilmembers.  Thank you.

10           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  I'm Joan Evans, and I

11 represent the Willow District.  Whatever district I end

12 up with, I will work very hard to represent them and to

13 continue to represent people well.

14           However, from the very beginning of this

15 process, I have said and made it very clear that I want

16 what's best for the City of Peoria; and what is best

17 for the City of Peoria is the most contained of the

18 choices.  Now, four people voted for the three that you

19 have here.  The other three of us actually didn't vote

20 for these three, but the other four did, so that is why

21 you're seeing these three maps.  These maps are what we

22 have to work with now, and One is the only one that is

23 solid in every community, and it districts me out

24 because the four people did choose already to name the

25 one that I live in Palo Verde.  So be it.  I want
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1 what's best for the city.  I want all of you that are

2 here to do the best interest for our city.  And I

3 believe that map number One, while it does district me

4 out, I've got another bunch of things that I do for

5 this city, and I can keep on doing those things, and I

6 can be a strong representative to the city as a

7 nonelected person.

8           MR. HUTCHINSON:  My name is Shawn Hutchinson.

9 I live in the Ironwood District.  I have been involved

10 in this process from the very first meeting and

11 following it on the internet, participating like a good

12 citizen should, had some ideas about how I thought the

13 district lines should be, obviously personally

14 connected to the area that I live in.  Now,

15 unfortunately, some of the ideas that I had weren't

16 reflected in the final three -- or the final six.

17 Excuse me.  But One was close.

18           Just wondering how the citizens can go

19 through -- go to meetings, provide input, go online,

20 provide their own concept map, have the third-party

21 independent company that is hired -- contracted by the

22 City, third-party, not politically affiliated, come and

23 present six maps that were all citizen input maps, and

24 then have the council turn around and say, "We want

25 three more because they are not good enough."  If there
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1 is no better definition of gerrymandering, I -- I can't

2 think of a better definition.

3           I'm sorry, this was a ridiculous -- that map

4 number Eight is ridiculous.  That's all I have.

5           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, I'm Ron Aames

6 with the Palo Verde District.

7           I would like to make one correction.  Those

8 maps were drawn before citizens came and looked at

9 them.  They weren't citizen maps.  And a lot of

10 citizens drew a map that looks a lot like number Eight.

11 So there was a lot more input than just looking at the

12 six original maps.

13           And the way the preference goes is a person

14 can vote as many times he or she wants.  It's like

15 American Idol, and one person can send in 100 for a

16 particular map.  So looking at that, you know, as our

17 city attorney has said at the previous meeting, it's

18 not statistically valid.

19           So we have to consider all of our citizens

20 and the thousands upon thousands who aren't even paying

21 attention, really, at all.  And I do appreciate that

22 certain people are, and we do take that into account.

23 And I'm sorry that some people think that we don't, but

24 I'm very concerned about the citizens, and for one

25 group to say that I'm not is not correct.  Thank you.
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1           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  I'm Carlo Leone from

2 the Pine District.

3           I have to tell you a lot of the citizens here

4 really don't know what happened.  Yes, we got the six

5 maps.  We had it one day before we looked at it, then

6 they gave it to the public.  We didn't even have a

7 chance to draw the maps.  It's not the council's fault.

8 It's not the citizens' fault.  It's the city manager,

9 the consultant, and the city attorney.  They should

10 have gave it to us at least a week ahead of time so we

11 can look at it and then change it.

12           I support number Eight because it puts

13 everybody in their district.  I'm going to have to go

14 all the way to Thunderbird, and I live over here by

15 Country Meadows, so I get to make new friends, I get to

16 meet new people, and I get to talk to them.  I'm going

17 to lose three or four subdivisions from 85th Avenue,

18 and we are all going to lose, but I think number Eight

19 puts you in the right direction.

20           If we had these maps earlier, maybe everybody

21 would have voted for Eight, but we didn't, so I --

22 don't put the blame on us.  We did our job.  That's

23 what we like.  Because you people had no idea what we

24 had to go through with the six maps, and we found out

25 those maps weren't -- weren't any good, as far as I'm
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1 concerned; so this is why we had three more maps.

2 Thank you.

3           MS. POTTER:  My name is Pat Potter again.

4 Councilwoman Evans kind of convinced me maybe map One,

5 but I still like Eight better.

6           I did have a question, though, for you.  How

7 much was the citizen input taken into account in

8 putting together these?  Because I also spent a lot of

9 time, and this looks nothing like -- none of the maps

10 looked anything like what I put in, and my numbers were

11 really, really close in each district, and they were

12 contiguous, and they left people in their districts.

13 It was a proposal that worked.  And I'm sure many other

14 citizens did the same thing.  And I want to know how

15 much did you look at those maps, and how much input did

16 we really have, or were these already drawn before you

17 asked for input?

18           MR. LEVITT:  We actually received over a

19 thousand comments in the process of doing the

20 redistricting.  About 700 of those were related to

21 specific neighborhoods and subdivisions.  Approximately

22 300 comments related to Westbrook Village, the desire

23 to keep Westbrook Village intact in one district.

24 Another 300 comments -- or, actually, 199 comments, say

25 200, were about how to cut Mesquite in half along Happy
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1 Valley Road.  And then we saw a number of assorted

2 comments about the particular subdivisions throughout

3 the city.  And wherever possible, we tried to listen to

4 that feedback, and we do keep Westbrook Village intact

5 in every plan we've drawn.  And we've paid attention to

6 all the different homeowners' associations, and we have

7 tried to maintain those boundaries.

8           We received 21 full map proposals, and I have

9 the details on my computer.  I can look them up for you

10 if you like.  The average population deviation of those

11 plans was 50 percent.  That is not saying every plan

12 was --

13           MS. POTTER:  Mine had only 50 people.

14           MS. NELSON:  -- a total disaster, but some

15 plans had districts that had population for two

16 districts, and other plans -- and, correspondingly,

17 other districts were severely underpopulated.

18           MS. POTTER:  My plan has 50 people deviation.

19 People, not percent.

20           MR. LEVITT:  I don't know about your plan in

21 particular.  I'd have to go look it up.  But I could

22 tell you that that was the -- we did look at those

23 plans, and we looked at the concepts, and we tried to

24 reflect some of the ideas, taking into account that we

25 have to get population deviation below 5 percent total
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1 in order to be safe.

2           One of the big challenges just in Peoria,

3 redistricting Peoria generally, is that Mesquite has

4 population currently for two entire districts.  And

5 because Mesquite is far up north, very north end of the

6 city, that is going to have an effect on every single

7 district in the south.  And all the other five

8 districts were underpopulated between 10 and 30

9 percent, and they may have to move north.  And that is

10 sort of one of the big reasons for a lot of the

11 changes.

12           Also, we could talk a little bit about the

13 Voting Rights Act and about how that affects how the

14 Acacia District has to be drawn.

15           And, I am sorry, I don't know about your plan

16 in particular right off the top of my head, but I can

17 certainly look it up and see.

18           MS. POTTER:  May I respond to his answer?

19           I think -- I don't know about everybody else,

20 but I imagine most of the citizens that submitted plans

21 took all of those -- or took many of those things into

22 account.  If they didn't, I don't suppose you would

23 look at them.

24           But, again, I'm really questioning how much

25 you took the input of the people who submitted maps and
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1 spent a lot of time working on them.  And, you know, I

2 think the instructions were to take into account the

3 Voting Rights Act, the homeowners' associations,

4 contiguous, and knowing that everything had to move

5 north, everything had to change, and everything had to

6 be very, very close.  And I think that most of the

7 people probably did draw maps like that, I

8 would suspect.  If I could do it, I expect other people

9 did it too.

10           I imagine you did.

11           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  Hi, my name is Tony

12 Rivero, and I represent the Acacia District.

13           One of my main concerns is meeting the

14 Justice Department requirements.  And I have a question

15 for our city attorney and the consultant.  I just want

16 to be assured that all three maps meet the Justice

17 Department requirements.

18           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  I believe that we will be

19 able to submit a package based on any of these maps as

20 adopted by council that we will be able to submit to

21 the Justice Department that I believe meets all the

22 legal criteria that the Department has published.  And

23 I believe we can do that with any one of these three

24 maps and meet those criteria.

25           MR. McCORD:  Okay.  Hyperbole.  You love
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1 language, just, I hope, plain logic.  And logic says,

2 first of all, the requirements are -- contiguity is one

3 of the requirements, keep districts together.  That is

4 one of the requirements.  Am I correct?

5           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Generally, what we call

6 mandatory requirements, and contiguity is one of what

7 we call traditional re --

8           MR. McCORD:  Traditional -- okay.  And I know

9 that protecting existing councilmen is not one of the

10 requirements.  However, American tradition and logic

11 says you don't pay attention to the existing council

12 seat.  You don't pay attention to where they live.

13 What you look at is what is best for the city.  And

14 contiguous, like square blocks or rectangles or

15 something close to that, is what is good for the city.

16           Where individual councilmen live doesn't

17 matter.  It really doesn't, because if they are any

18 good, they are going to be reelected the next time out.

19 And I would think every councilman here -- and I know

20 there are one, two, three, four, five -- gee, we almost

21 have a council meeting -- that each one of them would

22 be willing to go into the next election and fight for

23 his or her seat and believe that he or she is going to

24 win it.  And that's fine; that's the way it ought to

25 be.
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1           The way it ought not to be is that one over

2 there on the right.  That is not the way it ought to

3 be, ladies and gentlemen, because what that does, that

4 creates dissonance and discord.

5           I'm sorry, is that hyperbole?

6           You get down to where Joanie lives, which is

7 way on the bottom down there, and then you snake up in

8 these little thin lines, then there's a big district up

9 in the north, then swings over and includes Ventana

10 Lakes.  Now, in all respect, Joanie doesn't have

11 anything in common with Ventana Lakes.

12           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  I'm old.

13           MR. McCORD:  You're not that old.  You're not

14 old enough to live there yet.

15           What I'm saying is it's American tradition to

16 keep councilmen in any district, to keep it as nearly

17 square/rectangular as you possibly can.  Why?  Because

18 that makes sense.  It just makes an awful lot of sense.

19           The other one, the blue, you got a huge gap

20 in between.  Yes, it's a county island.  I'm aware of

21 it.  But it's connected by two street, 83rd and 75th.

22 Nobody lives on those streets.  That's not good.  That

23 is not good.  And the weird shape of it, besides that,

24 also does not fit into the American tradition.  What we

25 need is plan One.  Plan One fits into the American
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1 tradition.  Plan One is reasonable, responsible, lines

2 are realistic and fair.  Plan Two has got its problem,

3 but I could live with plan Two.  Not with plan Eight.

4 Plan Eight just is not the American way here.  Doesn't

5 even come close.

6           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I'm glad we have an

7 expert here on what is the American ideal.

8           I would like to ask our consultant here, many

9 cities include keeping incumbents in their district as

10 one of their criteria.  Isn't that correct?

11           MR. LEVITT:  Some cities have adopted it --

12           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yes --

13           MR. LEVITT:  -- as part of their criteria.

14           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, and that's part

15 of the American tradition also.

16           The American tradition is a varied thing.

17 It's not as Mr. McCord says that he thinks he knows

18 exactly what the American -- those are his opinions,

19 his ideas.  They are not something that is universally

20 true.

21           I would like to go back and address a little

22 bit.  Carlo pointed out that the maps were very late,

23 and your comment that, well, you know, a lot of them

24 that you got weren't that close.  Well, initially,

25 there was no spread sheet.  The spread sheet didn't
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1 come out until almost a day before you displayed the

2 six maps, so you were looking at concept maps that

3 people drew.  We did not have specific population data

4 to look at to really size them properly.  So they were

5 concept maps.  And many concept maps included keeping

6 their councilmember -- all councilmembers in their

7 districts.  I refer to it as continuity with the

8 current district.  Maybe that's the American tradition.

9 I was talking to some people here today, and they

10 thought that was an excellent idea, to keep continuity

11 with the current districts, because that is what

12 they're used to; those are the people that they have

13 already voted for.

14           It's true some councilmembers, even in Eight,

15 are going to have a fair amount of new constituents.

16 And I might say that whether you are in Eight, One, or

17 Two, someone is going to move all the way up, and it's

18 going to stretch all the way across to Ventana Lakes.

19 It doesn't just happen with Eight.  So I think a lot of

20 incorrect things have been said, and I would like to

21 correct the record.

22           And I know today we had the mayor read the

23 original contract, and the original contract -- and I

24 fault myself for not having looked at it more

25 thoroughly in the many, many months ago it was
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1 presented to the council.  I thought it was consented

2 to, anyway.  It had said that the consultant in this

3 case -- it turned out to be NDC -- would not -- unless

4 the City asks otherwise -- would not consider where

5 councilmembers lived.  Well, the City did ask

6 otherwise, so we still met that requirement.

7           Also in that document it said that the

8 council would decide on the criteria.  That never

9 happened, and I fault staff for that.  They didn't

10 follow up with what was in the contract at that part.

11 We were just told what the criteria were.  We may have

12 come up with different criteria.  In fact, I think we

13 would have.

14           (Inaudible speaking by unidentified woman.)

15           MR. HUTCHINSON:  Shawn Hutchinson, Ironwood

16 District.

17           Again, I'm looking at this from a pretty

18 independent view, and I'm sorry, Councilman, this is

19 not staff's fault.  You had the contract.  You should

20 have read it.  This is pretty important stuff.

21 Citizens thought it important enough to get involved on

22 their own time and provide input on several versions of

23 the map.  I don't see -- I don't see how council takes

24 an independent report and then gerrymanders themself

25 back into their district.  I don't see how that's fair
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1 to citizens or to the process, so...

2           MR. McCORD:  Just a statement for the record.

3           MS. DUBREIL:  Good evening.  My name is

4 Jeanette Dubreil, and I live in the Mesquite District,

5 and I am also the chairman of the Republican party for

6 Legislative District 4, which everything north of Bell

7 Road is in the territory that I was elected.

8           I am not surprised by redistricting.  None of

9 the councilmen here should be surprised.  Now, the

10 citizens here should be surprised.  It happens every

11 ten years.

12           I don't think that the district boundaries

13 should consider where councilmen live today.  I had a

14 conversation with one of the councilmen last week, and

15 I asked him the question, "Do you know, are you going

16 to live in your home for the next ten years?  Are you

17 committing to run for re-election for the next ten

18 years?"  How can you say that what is best for the City

19 of Peoria is where you are today?"  I don't think our

20 city lines, our legislative lines, our congressional

21 lines should be determined where any incumbent lives,

22 period.

23           I had lunch with Councilman Trent Franks'

24 wife, and I asked her, because they live about a half a

25 mile away from their boundary, "What are you going to
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1 do if you are redistricted out of your Congressional

2 district?"  She said, "Move."

3           The voters need to be the number one

4 priority, period.  I don't care if we are protecting

5 Republicans.  I don't care if we are protecting

6 Democrats.  We need to always think about what is best

7 for the people of the city, the county, the state,

8 whatever.  And I don't see Mr. Leone anymore, but I

9 have no doubt that he will have no trouble making new

10 friends wherever his district boundaries are; so I

11 don't think he needs to worry about that.

12           But I urge the council to please keep the

13 Peoria citizens as the number one priority when dealing

14 with these district boundaries.

15           MR. McCORD:  Thank you.  Joe McCord again.

16           Just for the record, my university degree was

17 in American history, with a specialty in American

18 political history, and my minor at the university was

19 in political science.  So, yeah, I think I can qualify

20 as an expert on the American political system and how

21 it works, including down to councilman redistricting.

22           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, my name is Ron

23 Aames.  I'm in the Palo Verde District.

24           I need to tell you that all of us consider

25 citizens all the time.  And different people have
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1 different opinions.  That's fine.  But don't say I

2 don't care about citizens.  Your opinion about how

3 citizens are cared for may be different than mine.

4 This is redistricting.  Redistricting actually is done

5 by legislative units.  That's right in our

6 constitution.  They make the decisions.  Actually, we

7 draw the maps.  We get help on drawing the maps.  It is

8 our decision.  We do get some input from citizens, but

9 we don't go to a vote, which would be a true input.

10 The input we get is kind of skewed.  It's not

11 statistically accurate, as one person, like on American

12 Idol, can vote and vote and vote and vote; and I think

13 that happened somewhat with concept Five.

14           I'm happy to move forward here, and I think

15 we will get through this redistricting.  I'm anxious to

16 get back to the work of the City.

17           MS. NELSON:  Any further questions or

18 comments?

19           MS. KUPPERTS:  Hi, I'm Connie Kupperts.  And

20 I was wondering, just out of curiosity, why was Willow

21 split kind of like here and Palo Verde, you know?  It

22 seems like it could have been squared more.

23           MR. LEVITT:  From which map?

24           MS. KUPPERTS:  On Eight.

25           MR. McCORD:  It's those two over there she's



TRANSCRIPT OF REDISTRICTING SCOPING MEETING - 6/14/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

28

1 talking about.

2           MR. LEVITT:  Well, I think with -- well, one

3 of the challenges that we are trying to keep throughout

4 the process is keeping neighborhoods intact.  And we

5 have several large neighborhoods that we are trying to

6 keep intact, including Ventana Lakes and Westbrook

7 Village.  And when you are talking about moving 5-,

8 6,000 people at a time between districts, that's a

9 large percentage of the population in a particular

10 district.

11           And, you know, one of the other bounds that

12 we have to deal with is that total deviation of the

13 plans.  The total plan can't be more than 5 percent

14 from 0 difference between each district.  So you might

15 be able to get it a little more square, but that may

16 come at the cost of either dividing communities or

17 getting the population deviation between districts too

18 high.

19           Would you have any --

20           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  My name is Cathy Carlat,

21 Mesquite District, and I think I would like to take a

22 stab at answering that.

23           Map number Eight was one of the three maps

24 that were drawn after Councilmember Aames said to

25 staff -- directed them to come up with three maps that
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1 kept each councilmember in their district.  So map

2 number Eight has to have that skewed part at the top

3 because it keeps -- yes, this is where Councilmember

4 Evans lives, and so in order to keep her in her

5 district, they had to have it all skewed around like

6 this.  It doesn't make a lot of sense.

7           Obviously, when something is purely

8 political, it doesn't make sense.  I think that's

9 something we can follow in a lot of different cases.

10 But that's the real reason that that map looks so

11 strange.

12           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, that's a good

13 question.  And I have asked National Demographic

14 Corporation to do some tweaking with Eight, and if

15 Eight is selected, I am going to suggest that tweaking,

16 and it does square it up quite a bit better.

17           And I think you are looking at that, right?

18 You're already halfway there with one of the versions

19 of that.

20           So it will clean up, and, in fact, I had

21 recommended that earlier, but I think you can't

22 directly use councilmembers' maps when you drew this

23 one, but there is one that keeps it whole better.

24           And, yes, things are political all the way

25 around.
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1           MS. POTTER:  I guess I think this is really a

2 question for the city attorney.  So, Mr. Kemp, if we,

3 for instance, selected One or Two, and that puts one of

4 the councilmembers out of their seat, and Dr. Aames has

5 another three and a half years, are we in Palo Verde

6 kind of protected from somebody trying to, you know,

7 interfere with that?  I mean, he would be guaranteed to

8 stay in that seat for three and a half years?

9           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Regardless of what map the

10 council selects, all existing councilmembers finish out

11 their terms.  They would complete their terms as the

12 representative of that district, and they would

13 continue to perform their duties regardless of what map

14 we select.

15           MS. POTTER:  Okay.  And so, then -- and that

16 applies to everybody?

17           MR. KEMP:  That applies to everybody.  It

18 doesn't matter whether it's Councilman Aames or

19 Councilmember Evans or Councilman Pearson; since these

20 maps affect one or the other of them, then the result

21 is the same in all three cases.

22           MS. POTTER:  Right.  Okay.

23           MR. KEMP:  Are there any other questions?

24           Well, on behalf of the mayor and council and

25 the city staff and the National Demographics, I would
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1 like to thank you for coming out, and if you wish to

2 attend or you know someone who wishes to attend, we

3 will have yet one more scoping meeting tomorrow at

4 Sunrise Mountain Library at 6:30 p.m.  And so thank you

5 again for coming out.

6           (The meeting concluded at 5:42 p.m.)
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1 STATE OF ARIZONA    )
                    )

2 COUNTY OF MARICOPA  )

3           BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing transcript was

4 taken before me, TERI HOSKINS, Certified Reporter No.

5 50819, in and for the State of Arizona; that the

6 foregoing pages are a true and correct transcript of

7 all proceedings had upon the taking of said proceeding,

8 all done to the best of my skill and ability.

9           I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way related

10 to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any way

11 interested in the outcome thereof.

12           DATED at Phoenix, Arizona, this 24th day of

13 June, 2011.

14

15                     ________________________________
                    Teri Hoskins, RMR

16                     Certified Reporter No. 50819
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2 MEETING OF THE CITY OF PEORIA 2011 REDISTRICTING 
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5 Thunderbird Road, Peoria, Arizona, before TERI L. 
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1                                     Peoria, Arizona
                                      June 14, 2011

2                                       3:00 p.m.

3                P R O C E E D I N G S 

4

5              MR. KEMP:  Good afternoon.  This is the 

6 City of Peoria's redistricting meeting, and let me go 

7 ahead and start by mentioning the staff.  We have 

8 Rhonda Geriminsky, who is the Chief Deputy to the 

9 Clerk.  I'm Steve Kemp.  I'm City Attorney.  We do 

10 have some Council Members here with us today, Council 

11 Member Joan Evans, Council Member Carlo Leone, Council 

12 Member Ron Aames, and I believe Council Member Tony 

13 Rivero is in the lobby, and so we welcome them as 

14 well.

15              The purpose of this meeting is really to 

16 get your input as the public on these plans.  We also 

17 have with us Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, who is a translator, 

18 who if you do feel more comfortable speaking in 

19 Spanish will translate. 

20              And we have with us Justin Levitt from 

21 National Demographics Corporation.  National 

22 Demographics is the City's consultant, who has 

23 assisted us in this process.  

24              Finally, we do have outside in the lobby 

25 sign-in sheets.  If you haven't signed in, please make 
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1 sure you do, because we do keep a record of everyone 

2 signing in as part of this process.  

3              And today we also have with us a court 

4 reporter because part of this process is that we 

5 submit all the public comments as part of our 

6 submission to the Department of Justice; and so when 

7 you do make your comments, please just state your name 

8 so she can take that down and attach your name to your 

9 comments.  

10              Basically, we are coming towards the 

11 conclusion of this process.  The Council is now 

12 seeking your input on these three maps, and after this 

13 we will be going back to Council on June 21st with 

14 that input with ultimately the Council selecting a map 

15 to proceed with.  Once Council does that, we will 

16 bring it back for them to formally adopt and then we 

17 will bring back some steps to implement that map, such 

18 as legal descriptions.  

19              Ultimately, what occurs in the City, 

20 because we are one of seventeen states covered under 

21 the Federal Voting Rights Act, the entire proceedings 

22 are submitted to the US Department of Justice and the 

23 US Department of Justice reviews what has been done 

24 for compliance with the Voting Rights Act and they 

25 ultimately determine if the process has met those 
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1 requirements, and if they do the Department of Justice 

2 then indicates that they have no objections.  

3              It is intended that these new boundaries 

4 will go into effect for the 2012 election.  So we're 

5 really talking about these being in effect in January 

6 of 2012 when candidates begin to look at running for 

7 office.  

8              Whatever map is adopted, incumbent Council 

9 Members, it does not affect their terms.  It does not 

10 affect any of the City services you receive.  It 

11 affects who will be your representative after the map 

12 is adopted.  

13              So with that, I'm going to turn this over 

14 to Justin Levitt from National Demographics, who is 

15 just going to provide a short outline of 

16 Council-designated concepts, and at that point we will 

17 open it up for public input because we want to hear 

18 from you, the citizens.

19              MR. LEVITT:  Thank you, Mr. Kemp.  

20              My name is Justin Levitt.  I am the senior 

21 technical analyst with National Demographics.  I'm 

22 also a second generation Arizonian.  My parents moved 

23 to the Valley of the Sun in 1965 and have lived here 

24 ever since.  

25              I just wanted to kind of -- or as a 
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1 technical analyst who drew and revised each of the 

2 maps, I can walk you through them in as much detail as 

3 you'd like.  If there are questions about any details 

4 that you can't see on the printed maps or you want to 

5 see more detail on, I'd be happy to look them up in my 

6 computer and provide you with that information.  

7              I wanted to briefly walk you through the 

8 three maps and then open it up for public comments.  I 

9 want to start first by looking at Concepts 1 and 2, 

10 which you've seen before, and these are the earliest 

11 two maps that we drew in this process.  

12              Initially, the Council adopted several 

13 different criteria, including contiguity, compactness, 

14 following natural and artificial boundaries, keeping 

15 communities of interest together, and these -- Plans 1 

16 and 2 were two different ways of achieving that end.  

17         The Council further asked to look and see if 

18 -- how we could keep incumbents in the same district 

19 while still respecting those criteria already 

20 mentioned, and Map 8 is one way of looking at doing 

21 that.  

22         These are the three maps.  The purpose of the 

23 session is really to get your input on these maps.  So 

24 I know this is brief.  I know this is quick, but we 

25 really want to hear what you have to say about these 
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1 maps, and I'm happy to answer questions.  Some of them 

2 may not be -- I may not be able to answer.  If so, I 

3 will let you know and we will look into it but 

4 let's -- let's open it up.

5              MS. GERIMINSKY:  State your name for the 

6 court reporter before you speak.

7              COUNCIL MEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, I'm Ron 

8 Aames.  I live in the Palo Verde District, and my 

9 question is all of these maps meet the Justice 

10 Department requirements; isn't that correct?

11              MR. LEVITT:  I believe that's a question I 

12 will turn over to Mr. Kemp.

13              MR. KEMP:  Yes, we -- I believe that we 

14 will be able to submit any of these maps as part of a 

15 package for Justice Department approval, and based on 

16 the law I'm not aware of any substantive reasons at 

17 this point that we would see objections.  We've not 

18 had any advocacy groups, or anyone such as that, 

19 express opposition; but I do believe we can submit all 

20 of these on their face to the Justice Department for 

21 their consideration.

22              MS. OLSM:  Hi, Kim Olsm.  Do you need more 

23 than just my name?

24              MS. GERIMINSKY:  (Shaking of the head.)

25              MS. OLSM:  I have a couple of questions 
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1 maybe for Mr. Kemp.  I'm just wondering how much -- I 

2 participated in the meetings that were held on the 

3 first six maps and we -- you know, we gave of our 

4 time.  We said what we thought about the maps.  If I 

5 recall correctly, there were hundreds of people who 

6 responded that they liked Maps 4 and 5.  

7              However, the Council must have decided 

8 that those maps didn't suit their needs and they asked 

9 for three more.  So what's to stop them -- I mean, are 

10 we really -- are we wasting our time here?  What's to 

11 stop them from asking for more maps and how much would 

12 that cost the City?

13              MR. KEMP:  Let me go back from the back 

14 end of your question forward.  If the City were to 

15 have asked for additional maps, which it has a right 

16 to do, there will be an additional cost under the 

17 contract that we have with National Demographics.  

18              In terms of the number of maps, there is 

19 no quote "right number."  Some cities have asked for 

20 as few as three.  I've known of other jurisdictions, 

21 sometimes on a state level, to have as many as fifteen 

22 or twenty.  So there isn't a particular number that is 

23 the correct number.  

24              The City started out with six because we 

25 knew from the demographic estimates we had that there 
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1 would be a number of different ways you could divide 

2 the City and we wanted to see how those ways would lay 

3 out, but there's no particular number; and if the City 

4 Council in its judgment were to decide that it wanted 

5 more maps, then certainly we would go back and ask 

6 National Demographics to provide those.

7              MS. OLSM:  What's the cost of the 

8 additional three maps plus -- you know, from your firm 

9 in addition to your legal time and City staff time, 

10 holding the meetings, everything combined, what would 

11 be that dollar amount?

12              MR. KEMP:  Roughly, the cost that we've 

13 been billed by National Demographics for each 

14 additional map is $1,250 and then the Clerk's Office 

15 has spent some additional money in notifying the 

16 public of those maps.  The rest of the time, staff 

17 time, that's just part of the City's budget and that's 

18 not an additional cost.

19              MS. OLSM:  Then the collateral damage 

20 would be the community that felt like we gave our 

21 input and, you know, we were told that it would be 

22 valued and then it didn't meet the political needs so 

23 they were thrown out, correct?

24              MR. KEMP:  I don't think I can really 

25 answer that.  I think that's more of a statement.  I 
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1 mean, from the City standpoint, these are the three 

2 proposals that the Council sent forth; and, certainly, 

3 we are interested in the public's input because that 

4 input is part of the official record so I --

5              MS. OLSM:  But the maps that the community 

6 wanted aren't even up there.  

7              MR. KEMP:  At the end of the day the 

8 Council makes those decisions.

9              MR. BERCU:  My name is Bill Bercu and I'm 

10 with Palo Verde District, thank you.  The questions 

11 were -- well, the first question is I don't know -- I 

12 attended the workshops before and submitted, you know, 

13 copies or ideas to go forward, and I think the closest 

14 one I've seen were just the new maps that were 

15 created, specifically the one up there, and the fact 

16 that I don't believe there's hundreds -- my input went 

17 in that didn't select those other maps and I don't 

18 think that makes a difference, but I don't believe 

19 that there could possibly be a count of hundreds of 

20 people that said one way or the other.  I don't see 

21 any particular survey that could account for the 

22 submissions of any one or the other.  

23              And the other question -- I think I'll 

24 make a comment on the cost of the outside consultant.  

25 There's a number of different software programs I 
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1 think your staff could have used to generate the same 

2 thing that produce figures to be submitted to the 

3 Department of Justice without even going to an outside 

4 consultant, but that's just -- that's water under the 

5 bridge.  

6              So I think that I, as a community member, 

7 am quite satisfied with the selections that were made, 

8 and I felt that my input was generated; but I don't 

9 know -- you know, I didn't put my name or my -- you 

10 know, on the submissions or in the survey.  It was 

11 just open survey with no authentication so no knows 

12 who voted for what or another or how many times.          

13              Thank you.  

14              MR. BRILL:  Yeah, my name is Fred Brill 

15 from the Ironwood section.  Now, I understand that 

16 Concept Map No. 8 is important to the six members of 

17 Council and only to them because it maintains their 

18 jobs.  Not terribly important to me.  

19              My question here is how do you justify the 

20 Willow District in four non-contiguous sections here 

21 when the districts are supposed to be contiguous to 

22 each other?  

23              MR. LEVITT:  You mean in Plan 8?

24              MR. BRILL:  I mean, they're catty-corner 

25 but they don't really touch too much.  
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1              MR. LEVITT:  They actually are 

2 contiguous.  There's more than a point where they 

3 touch.  

4              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  A road?  

5              MR. LEVITT:  There is one division in Plan 

6 8 along the county island, unincorporated land in the 

7 middle of the City.  In previous redistricting, 

8 districts have crossed that and still be considered 

9 contiguous.  So that large county island north of Deer 

10 Valley Road has been used -- has been ignored for 

11 continuity in the past.  

12              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  Steve -- Carlo 

13 Leone, Pine District.  How much did you say those 

14 three maps were going to cost, a thousand dollars?

15              MR. KEMP:  Yes, each additional map the 

16 consultant has billed us $1,250 for.

17              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  Each map?

18              MR. KEMP:  Each map.  

19              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  How much did you 

20 budget for the whole thing?

21              MR. KEMP:  The redistricting project 

22 budget, we budgeted about $60,000 for the various 

23 consultant services that we needed.  That includes 

24 both -- that's primarily National Demographics.

25              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  So these -- this 
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1 $3,000, is it added to the $60,000; am I correct?  

2 It's already in there?

3              MR. KEMP:  No, it's added to that.  That 

4 was not part of it.

5              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  So it's going to 

6 cost $63,000?

7              MR. KEMP:  Yes.

8              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  It doesn't make 

9 sense.  How much did we lose already?

10              MR. KEMP:  We have already been billed by 

11 the consultant for the first part of their fees.  We 

12 haven't been billed by the consultant for all of it 

13 because the contract doesn't allow for that.  The 

14 consultant bills us through the contract and the 

15 contract provided for six maps, and then it provided 

16 that if we wanted additional maps those would be a 

17 change order to the contract; and so we did change 

18 order three maps and those three maps the consultant 

19 will bill us the $1,250 for pursuant to the contract.

20              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  You told me so far 

21 it cost $28,000.  You changing your mind now?

22              MR. KEMP:  No, that is what we've been 

23 billed to date by the consultant.  That's not the 

24 whole cost of the project.  The consultant has billed 

25 us from the beginning of the project to a certain day, 
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1 and that's all they've billed us for.  They haven't 

2 billed us for the entire project because we don't pay 

3 them for the entire project until we're done.  So we 

4 actually won't finish paying this consultant until, 

5 likely, October of this year.

6              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  From your 

7 experience, how much will it cost total?

8              MR. KEMP:  The total cost -- assuming that 

9 there's no other change orders, the total cost to the 

10 consultant will be the amount of the contract, which 

11 is slightly under $60,000, plus the change order, the 

12 three maps at $1,250 each, which works out to 3,750 

13 bucks.

14              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  So that 3750 plus 

15 the 60,000?

16              MR. KEMP:  We believe that we're well 

17 under the budget for this project.  Council set a 

18 specific budget in the Clerk's Office that included 

19 all of our expenses, and we believe we are well under 

20 our budget.  With the three maps we believe we are 

21 still within our budget.

22              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  That's all I wanted 

23 to know, thank you.  

24              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  My name is Joan 

25 Evans and I am Council representative for the Willow 
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1 District, and I am here today to say from the very 

2 beginning my voice has been do what's best for the 

3 City.  I haven't been asked -- I didn't ask for three 

4 more maps.  I didn't ask for us to make sure we were 

5 all in.  I asked we do what's best for the City.  I'm 

6 here again today to say pick what's best for the 

7 City.  

8              I believe that Map No. 8 takes a little 

9 tiny corner out of the road south of Bell and a little 

10 tiny corner north of Bell and then goes all the way 

11 around.  I will with all my energy serve that area to 

12 its best ability.  However, I do not think it is the 

13 best for the long term for our City.  

14              I think the map that is more compact is 

15 the best interest for all of the communities and all 

16 the people, and the greater good will happen if we 

17 don't move maps around to let people stay in their 

18 district.  Thank you.  

19              MS. OLSM:  I'd just like to expand upon 

20 that map -- oh, my name's Kim Olsm.  Map No. -- Map 

21 No. 8 serves no other purpose other than to protect 

22 incumbencies, and I don't think that's what the 

23 process should be about.  I knew from the very 

24 beginning that our Council person would probably not 

25 wind up in our neighborhood, but that's not what it's 
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1 all about.  

2              It's not all about me, it's not about her, 

3 it's what's best for the City; and, obviously, if you 

4 look at these three maps, I mean, obviously, No. 1 

5 sticks out as it's absolutely obvious that it keeps 

6 neighborhoods and cohesive areas together.  

7         So I think No. 1 -- it's a no-brainer.  I 

8 prefer maps that were thrown out, but given that these 

9 are our only choices No. 1 easily does that; and I 

10 don't even know where my Council member ends up in 

11 that.  

12              COUNCIL MEMBER AAMES:  Yes, Ron Aames, 

13 Council Member Palo Verde District.  At the last 

14 meeting we did change the letters to the actual 

15 district names, and I mentioned that in District 1, 

16 the Willow District is completely away from where it 

17 is now up north, and my purpose is to look at 

18 continuity from the current districts to the new 

19 districts; and our City Attorney did mention that each 

20 Council person right now will continue their term, and 

21 I know my term is three and a half years and if I -- 

22 if Palo Verde were up where Willow is in Map 1, I 

23 would serve for three more years for people who never 

24 voted.  

25              I think it is better to have a map with 
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1 continuous continuity and continuous as much as 

2 possible for people who already voted in their 

3 district, and Map 8 does that.  I have done some 

4 tweaking.  I think we can have a better Map 8.  It 

5 makes it a little bit more whole, and I'm going to ask 

6 the Council to consider that if Map 8 is the one 

7 selected, and I might add that this -- and I think our 

8 attorney would agree.   

9              He told us right from the start this is a 

10 very good process and we can look at maps and if we 

11 feel we need additional maps we could request them, 

12 and that is what we did.  Isn't that correct, Steve?

13              MR. KEMP:  Yes.  As I said, there's no 

14 magic number of maps.  If Council wants more, Council 

15 can certainly request that.

16              COUNCIL MEMBER AAMES:  And I think it's 

17 actually insulting to say that some of us don't care 

18 about citizens because they're working additional 

19 maps.  We do care about citizens very much, and I 

20 think those that said that care about their citizens, 

21 too, and this is about drawing new districts and there 

22 are a number of ways to do it and a number of ways 

23 that citizens are still kept in their original 

24 district, which I think is an important thing.  

25              Many have told me that they don't feel 
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1 that they should have a Council member that they never 

2 even voted for.  They voted for a Council member, they 

3 want to continue that; and I look at this as 

4 continuity from previous districts to new districts.  

5              People like to throw out incumbency.  

6 That's not the key criteria in my mind, and I feel 

7 that I'm thinking very much of the citizens in the 

8 City of Peoria when I suggest it, and others agreed 

9 with me that we should look at a map that continues 

10 the former districts into the new districts.  

11              Thank you.  

12              MR. TERBUSH:  Dick Terbush, Willow 

13 District.  I'm just wondering -- I'm sorry, I missed 

14 the last meeting.  Could the consultant or the 

15 attorney just in a brief statement or in a specific 

16 statement tell me why we ended up with these three 

17 maps; and, secondly, which one in your two's opinion 

18 keeps the continuity of Peoria in such a way that 

19 politically, as well as responsibly, would be the 

20 best?

21              MR. KEMP:  Okay.  In terms of how did the 

22 City end up with these three maps, as was always 

23 planned in this process, that we would take the maps 

24 to the Council, the Council would select them for 

25 concepts and the Council by consensus selected these 
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1 three as concepts that they decided to have go 

2 forward, and so these three were selected as the 

3 desired concepts.  

4              In terms of describing these maps, one 

5 could look at all of these maps and their features 

6 from a geographic standpoint, I don't think that's 

7 something that we as staff could decide.  These were 

8 ultimately the three maps that the Council determined 

9 in their judgment should proceed forward, and that's 

10 why they're here today as compared to any others.

11              MR. TERBUSH:  I understand -- excuse me.  

12 I understand that very well, but there had to be 

13 reasons the three maps were chosen.  There was 

14 discussion, I would hope, at the Council meetings.  

15              Does either of you two, and I'm sure you 

16 attended those Council meetings, realize -- what was 

17 the reason they think these are the top three, Map 1, 

18 Map 2 and Map 8, and I'm just wondering what was the 

19 reasoning behind it because, surely, there was some 

20 discussion?

21              MR. KEMP:  Yes, there was some 

22 discussion.  I just -- from a standpoint you can 

23 certainly talk to individual Council members as to 

24 their reasons.  I don't think the staff or the 

25 consultant can try to speculate what were the 
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1 positions of the individual Council Members.  They can 

2 certainly provide that information to you.  

3              Ultimately, what occurred is by the 

4 consensus of the Council was these were the three maps 

5 that should go forward.  In terms of what Council 

6 Members thought, I would have to refer you to them 

7 because it's just not appropriate for the consultant 

8 or myself to do that.

9              MR. TERBUSH:  Nor would I want you to tell 

10 me what each individual Council Member thought, but 

11 there had to be a majority vote for 1, 2 and 8; and 

12 I'm wondering what the majority vote was indicating 

13 they liked about these three maps that they did not 

14 like about the others?  I'm just asking why?

15              MR. KEMP:  Again, I can certainly -- we 

16 can get you a copy of the minutes of that meeting that 

17 the Council had and that would tell you what various 

18 Council Members said.  I just don't think it's 

19 appropriate for staff to say, "Council Member so and 

20 so said this or Council Member so and so said that."  

21              It's more appropriate to let the 

22 individual Council Members speak as to what they 

23 thought and that's entirely for them to do.

24              MR. TERBUSH:  Yeah, I understand that, but 

25 you're still not answering my question.  
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1              My question is:  There was a majority vote 

2 for each one of these three.  I'm just asking why 

3 these three -- I don't need another answer, by the 

4 way.  I'm just asking why these three were chosen?  

5 For heavens sakes, it's a public meeting and I'm sure 

6 there was a majority vote and hopefully it was 

7 discussed why they thought 1, 2 and 8 provided the 

8 best service for the City, thank you.  

9              MS. GERIMINSKY:  Just to remind everyone, 

10 the Council meetings are on-line so you can visit 

11 those as well.

12              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  My name is Cathy 

13 Carlat.  I am the Council Member for the Mesquite 

14 District.  As you can see, my district is at the very 

15 top of all of these maps.  It is divided at 

16 approximately Happy Valley.  So the issues for the 

17 districts in the middle part of the City are not my 

18 fight.  I don't -- I'm not worried about my 

19 incumbency.  My address isn't there so I just want to 

20 say that at the beginning.  

21              I want to talk for a minute about some of 

22 the questions that you brought up.  This gentleman 

23 right here said that the Council Members decided to 

24 put their addresses in new maps and have new maps 

25 drawn with their addresses.  
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1              I would just like to say I did not do 

2 that.  All Council Members did not request that.  The 

3 majority did vote upon it, but I did not vote upon 

4 that and I completely disagree with the concept.  

5              Mr. Aames did specifically say during the 

6 Council meeting, "I would like three maps drawn that 

7 keep Council Members -- current Council Members in 

8 their districts."  That's what he said.  That was his 

9 directive to staff.  That's how three new maps came 

10 back.  So for whatever reason it turns, it has evolved 

11 into, that was the specific request at the time.  

12              For this gentleman over here who said, "I 

13 don't even know if there is any kind of count, there 

14 weren't that many, I'm sure," the fact is there were a 

15 count.  There was a count.  I would like to have that 

16 information.  It should be public knowledge.  

17              Do you have it here today?  

18              MR. LEVITT:  We have it as recently as 

19 June 6th, and we have some updated information since 

20 then, but we're still receiving comments every day.

21              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  Okay.  Then I 

22 would like that to be made public as quickly as 

23 possible.  I do know for a fact that there were 

24 hundreds of maps turned in for 5, 3 and 4.  Those 

25 three maps got the highest public input for -- or 
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1 positive public input -- and I'm talking hundreds, 

2 hundreds and, yet, when it came to Council those maps 

3 were not considered.  That public input did not carry 

4 the weight that I believe that it should have.  

5              So I just want to go on record in saying 

6 there is a matrix.  We will get those numbers quickly, 

7 please, because we really do need those numbers, 

8 sooner rather than later.  Give us what you have and 

9 then keep us updated on the website, if you will, 

10 guys.  

11              Hello?  Hello?  It would be good if you 

12 would give us the information that you have and then 

13 update the redistricting website daily, if you can, to 

14 let us know how those numbers change.  Thank you.  

15              MR. KEMP:  We can certainly do that.  We 

16 do have the information that National Demographics put 

17 together at the last meeting, and we will be working 

18 with them to get an update of that and that certainly 

19 -- that information is certainly public information 

20 that can be made available, and we will get that out 

21 as well as the update, which we will ask National 

22 Demographics to send us that on that basis.

23              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  This gentleman has 

24 asked a very fair question.  He wants to know how did 

25 it happen; and, basically, what happened is there was 
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1 a process that went through and four Council people 

2 selected these maps and those four were the majority 

3 who selected those maps.  Then there was a decision to 

4 name the maps, and the same four people decided to 

5 give them the names that they gave them.  That's how 

6 it worked.  Thank you.

7              MR. BERCU:  Bill Bercu again.  Well, first 

8 a response.  My only question -- and I'm sure there 

9 were hundreds of maps or whatever turned in but what 

10 -- what accountability is there?  I could have sent 

11 twenty or thirty if I was really enthused, and I don't 

12 know, you wouldn't know the difference if I sent 

13 twenty or thirty, would you?  I mean, seriously, how 

14 would you know I didn't send twenty or thirty 

15 different maps into something?

16              I mean, is there a citizen -- are you 

17 getting ID numbers?  What are you doing there for 

18 that?

19              MR. KEMP:  No, the City's public comment 

20 process, basically, individuals could submit either 

21 on-line, they could submit something to the Clerk's 

22 office.  They could submit comments at these meetings, 

23 and it's like any public comment process.  It wasn't 

24 meant to be a statistically valid sample.  It was 

25 simply meant to be a way for citizens to comment and 
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1 provide us their input on this, and then from the 

2 staff/consultant standpoint it was their job to 

3 correlate all of those responses and provide that back 

4 to the City.  

5              Now, ultimately, it's the City Council's 

6 choice to give that information whatever credence they 

7 chose to give, but it's not -- it wasn't meant to be a 

8 statistically valid survey.  It was just an 

9 opportunity for any member of the public to provide 

10 their input on a particular matter, a particular 

11 concept, a particular concern.  We had everything from 

12 people just simply saying, "Consider using this road 

13 as a dividing line," to very detailed maps.

14              MR. BERCU:  Well, apparently, your Council 

15 didn't under -- all your Council Members don't 

16 understand that from the last comment; but isn't the 

17 reason we're doing this to get a balance as far as 

18 socioeconomic groups to comply with federal -- federal 

19 law?  Isn't that -- the Department of Justice, isn't 

20 that, number one, the reason behind this rather than 

21 to carve out differences; and isn't it true that 

22 politically or governmentally the -- that last map 

23 causes me as a citizen less disruption in my 

24 representation and my -- and my governmental dealings 

25 with the City of Peoria, whereas some of these others 
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1 kind of skew this.  

2              So I believe that the what we're doing is 

3 adjusting our districts to correspond with changing 

4 demographics with the least amount of interruption to 

5 our government process.  Isn't that the spirit behind 

6 that or did I miss something?

7              MR. KEMP:  Well, there's a number of 

8 criteria that can get considered in the redistricting 

9 process.  Because Arizona's one of the states covered 

10 under the Voting Rights Act, you have to avoid 

11 retrogression, minority domination.  You also have to 

12 avoid diminution of minorities throughout the City.  

13 You also look at what we call traditional 

14 redistricting criteria, which is such things as 

15 communities of interest; traditional, physical, and 

16 natural constraints, other boundaries and all of those 

17 are things that are looked at in the process, and then 

18 ultimately the Council asked us to look as well at 

19 keeping incumbents within their districts.  All of 

20 these things are redistricting criteria that are 

21 looked at in the process.

22              MS. WILSON:  My name is Jan Wilson.  I 

23 currently live in the Willow District.  I really 

24 appreciate Mrs. Evans' graciousness to not have a 

25 district should some of these facts come into play and 
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1 Mrs. Carlat's comments to get us the numbers that 

2 people actually voted on for the maps that were in 

3 place originally.  

4              I did go to one of the meetings in the 

5 very beginning, and I find it very disappointing that 

6 we come back now with maps that no one saw initially; 

7 and in regard to having people vote on maps that 

8 people think that, you know, we're a bunch of idiots 

9 out there supervoting on a certain map, I really don't 

10 think that's a part of our community.  So I think we 

11 need to listen to what people are actually voting 

12 for.  

13              In my opinion, I think that Map No. 1 is 

14 the best map but with sadness because that does put 

15 Mrs. Evans out of our Willow District.  I would just 

16 like to ask our demographic consultant up here, which 

17 he really doesn't have things right, if he thinks that 

18 Map 8 is actually the choice as far as demographic 

19 maps that are put into place for voting reasons?

20              MR. LEVITT:  I really don't want to offer 

21 a specific opinion about that because it's really the 

22 Council's choice which map they prefer, how they want 

23 to balance different criteria.  

24              I will say, you know, one of the big 

25 challenges is that Mesquite starts out 100 percent 
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1 overpopulation.  It has population for two districts, 

2 and this is one of the biggest challenges you can deal 

3 with as a city because, you know, even though we might 

4 think growth is better than decline, you know, you're 

5 talking about 20,000, 30,000 residents who are going 

6 to change their representative no matter what; and 

7 when you look at every other district other than 

8 Mesquite, every one is underpopulated between 10 and 

9 30 percent.  

10              So this means that, you know -- we might 

11 say, you know, "Yes, it's great to have the same 

12 lines," but with the reality with the population is 

13 that there will be changes.

14              COUNCIL MEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, I'd like to 

15 make some comments, Ron Aames, Palo Verde District.  

16              First of all, we keep harping that 

17 citizens weren't considered.  One of the reasons I 

18 wanted additional maps is because my constituents said 

19 the maps that they did put in weren't considered and 

20 Map 8 does -- is a representation of many of them.  So 

21 that's one point I want to make.  

22              And then I want to say something about the 

23 quote unquote "voting" for the plan that a citizen 

24 might prefer; and our attorney expressed, "Well, these 

25 are not statistically valid numbers," and we did get 
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1 numbers for the first six at the last Council meeting 

2 and they were -- those that said they wanted the map 

3 it was eleven for "1," three for "2," seven for -- 

4 let's see, eleven for "1," three for "2," seven for 

5 "4" -- oh, and then six -- and I'm not sure which one 

6 is which, but one of them, Map 5, got an unbelievably 

7 high number, 518, compared to eleven, three, five -- 

8 seven, five or zero for the other original six.  

9              Well, I need to tell you I am a 

10 statistician, market research background, marketing 

11 background, I've done hundreds of thousands of 

12 research questions in my marketing and marketing 

13 research career and I've never obtained anything near 

14 this huge distribution.  It's like ten, ten, ten times 

15 beyond the normal standard deviations you could get, 

16 and this really means that one or a few people voted 

17 many times for Map 5.  So I'm not going to pay that 

18 much attention to that.  

19              This is not a statistical approach by any 

20 means at all.  It's not one person, one vote.  It's 

21 someone or a few persons who went very wild about   

22 Map 5 and you get 518, which is a -- as a statistician 

23 such a distribution is virtually impossible.  

24              So, you know, I consider eleven, three, 

25 seven, five and zero sound reasonable for the other 
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1 six, and zero was for six, and I can understand why a 

2 lot of people don't like six.  It was a vertical 

3 distribution of the districts different than the 

4 horizontal distribution of all the other districts and 

5 it looked weird and different.

6              Actually, it was a -- it was a pretty good 

7 map, just as the other five were; but you know what, 

8 this isn't an art contest, and they were compact, and 

9 then I think it was even presented in the Peoria Times 

10 that this was a weird map so that may have influenced 

11 some of these.  

12              I'm looking at these maps and, as I 

13 mentioned, in terms of some continuity with past 

14 districts that's what influenced my decision.  Someone 

15 asked about that.  

16              MR. BRILL:  It's Fred Brill again.  I'm 

17 going to ask the consultant because the consultant 

18 specifically said he has numbers up through June 6.  

19              Now, Mr. Aames here tells me that of all 

20 the people in the public only three voted for this  

21 one and eleven voted for that one and 500 voted for 

22 No. 5.  

23              Are those correct numbers for the number 

24 of the people from the public that voted for these 

25 maps?
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1              MR. LEVITT:  It was -- Plan 1 received 

2 eleven likes and two dislikes.  Plan 2 received three 

3 likes and four dislikes.  Plan 3 received seven likes 

4 and five dislikes.  Plan 4 received five likes and one 

5 dislike.  Plan 5 received 158 likes and one dislike, 

6 and Plan 6 received zero likes and five dislikes. 

7              MR. BRILL:  Okay, but so --        

8              MR. LEVITT:  Those were the numbers in the 

9 memo at the time.

10              MR. BRILL:  Okay, fine.  Now, assuming 

11 that this was a true public indication, I just want to 

12 go back and think a little bit about the hypocrisy 

13 that we sometimes see in our elected officials.  

14              I sat through a whole bunch of Council 

15 meetings several years ago where those Council Members 

16 who overrode what the public's saying kept saying, 

17 "We've got to go back and ask the public for their 

18 opinion.  We're not going to make the decision without 

19 asking the public."  So, you know, everybody wants it 

20 their way all the time.  

21              COUNCIL MEMBER LEONE:  Yes, thank you.  

22 Carlo Leone, Pine District.  If I remember correctly, 

23 we were late getting the maps, number one.  Number 

24 two, when we did get the maps, you only had about a 

25 day or two days to look at them before they went to 
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1 the public.  Now, we should have gotten those maps -- 

2 you should have given them to us at least a week or 

3 two weeks ahead of time so we could go back and look 

4 at them -- excuse me.  

5              So, anyway, I felt that's why we went back 

6 and got three more maps.  If they had given us the 

7 maps ahead of time, we probably wouldn't be here today 

8 doing all this.  So you can't blame the Council, you 

9 have to blame the City Attorney because they should 

10 have gave them to us ahead of time.  

11              I don't particularly care what area I 

12 get.  I'll serve any area I get the next three years 

13 the same way I've been serving my district now, but 

14 what I can't see is two Council people, two colleagues 

15 running against each other.  That's what bothers me 

16 because we've known each other for years, and now we 

17 have to go out there and run against each other.  So 

18 that's why I support No. 8.  

19              MR. ATKINS:  Thank you.  I'm Peter 

20 Atkins.  I've got a comment and a question.  My 

21 comment is that originally I was very supportive of 

22 Map 5, and I look now at Map 1 and of the three I look 

23 at it seems to be the only one that's really 

24 recognizing what's happening.  Normally our growth is 

25 in the north and, as such, our districts have to move 
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1 to the north in order that we try to grab on and 

2 preserve some (inaudible).  I understand some of the 

3 comments from Council Members who feel strongly they 

4 should stay in the district that elected them, but I 

5 think this is more reality here.  

6              The question I've got is you mentioned 

7 here that this is the first time these maps have had 

8 names on them.  In the past I think they've just had 

9 letters.  So is that arbitrary?  For example, I look 

10 at Map 1, which now Map 5 is now more compact.  Does 

11 that mean where it says Ironwood and Willow, that 

12 could be Willow and Ironwood or Palo Verde could be 

13 where Pine is?  Is that set in stone or is that 

14 something that's still being discussed?

15              MR. KEMP:  No, at the June 7th study 

16 session the Council -- one of the things that Council 

17 did was to create names on districts.  So absent 

18 Council changing that, those are the names placed on 

19 the districts.

20              MR. TERBUSH:  First just a statement, then 

21 a request.  I'm very well aware that public opinion is 

22 only public opinion.  I'm glad to find out, I guess to 

23 a certain extent, that there wasn't 500 and some votes 

24 for one; five, seven, four on the others and then they 

25 weren't considered or were considered for whatever 
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1 reason.  

2              The Council has the decision-making 

3 ability, I understand, and the public is input to the 

4 Council and they make decisions based on that.  No. 1, 

5 I think, is the most effective map, in my opinion, 

6 from people I've talked to that influence me out of 

7 these three left.  

8              I would request, and I see absolutely 

9 nothing wrong with this, that the Peoria Republic and 

10 the local papers, that the Council stand up and if 

11 these are the final three recommendations whether it's 

12 a 4/3, 4/2, whatever, 4/1, people abstaining, tell us 

13 why, tell the community their decision, we understand 

14 that, tell us why they chose these as being the three 

15 finalists and which one that they may be considering 

16 based on whatever reason or whatsoever.  

17              I don't mean a decision before the meeting 

18 and, in fact, not which one, but one or two reasons of 

19 each one that they consider was important enough to 

20 have these three as a finalist.  Am I making sense?

21              MR. KEMP:  Yeah, I think we heard your 

22 statement.

23              MR. TERBUSH:  I don't want to know in the 

24 paper.  I want to know from the Council which one they 

25 liked best, I want to know why they liked each one of 
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1 these the best.  

2              MR. EVANS:  David Evans, Willow District, 

3 closely related to the councilwoman.  Let's see, two 

4 things.  The first is the question was asked about 

5 naming the districts.  Just like on the decision of 

6 the maps, it was the four same people voted to name 

7 the districts the way they named it.  So that's where 

8 that is.  

9              And then the second thing is I hope that 

10 we don't use the word "harping" when we listen to the 

11 citizens' concerns.  I hope we can keep the language 

12 more appropriate.

13              MS. OLSM:  Kim Olsm again, and I hope this 

14 is my last.  I'm sorry that Mr. Rivero and Mr. Leone 

15 just left because I wanted to compliment first 

16 Mr. Leone on saying that it didn't matter where, you 

17 know, his district fell, that he would represent those 

18 citizens well; but then in the end he hated to see, 

19 you know, two Council Members run against each other 

20 because you work with each other.  

21              That's not the point of redistricting, and 

22 that's the reason why some of us are here tonight.  I 

23 find that very disappointing that we would draw maps 

24 based on where Council Members live rather than what's 

25 best for the City.  I'm sitting here saying that Map 
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1 No. 1 is obviously the best since Map No. 5 and 4 have 

2 been eliminated, and I have the opposite of this 

3 gentleman next to me.  He's saying that we should go 

4 for Map No. 8 because he voted for the person who 

5 currently represents Palo Verde District.  

6              Well, I didn't vote for that person so, I 

7 mean, with that logic I would say, "Well, name that 

8 Palo Verde and name the purple Willow," but it's not 

9 about me.  It's about what's best for the City," and 

10 so map No. 8 is all about what's best for incumbents; 

11 and with all due respect to Joan Evans, all that does 

12 is draw a little line around a couple of the streets 

13 around where she lives -- I've actually been there 

14 before so I can see.  It looks silly.  That does not 

15 keep cohesive districts together, and as a consultant 

16 you can't possibly recommend that map is -- is 

17 better.  

18              I mean, it makes kind of like a little 

19 straight up and down just to draw people who are 

20 currently elected in their seats.  Anybody can run for 

21 those seats when the term is up.  This plan is for ten 

22 years.  It's not for the three and a half years that 

23 Ron Aames has left on his term.  It's about the City 

24 and all of the citizens, not about individual Council 

25 Members and keeping them in their seats.  
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1              Even though it may be legal to draw maps 

2 based on where Council Members live, that doesn't make 

3 it right.  So, therefore, I think the City needs to 

4 revisit and bring back Maps 4 and 5 that were 

5 determined by the community that were better for the 

6 City, or at least do the obvious what's up there is 

7 Map No. 1 that draw very defined communities -- keeps 

8 communities together.  They're all connected, not by 

9 one street or two streets.  They're all connected, and 

10 I don't know where any of these Council Members live, 

11 other than Joan Evans, and it draws her out of her 

12 area, but it's still the best map for the City.  

13              COUNCIL MEMBER AAMES:  We're all entitled 

14 to our opinions.  It doesn't mean that they're the 

15 best, right opinion.  We can certainly compare 

16 opinions of other people.  

17              The Council has decided on three maps, and 

18 the Council's already given the names to the districts 

19 on those three maps, and our attorney that consults 

20 has said that all of them are legitimate maps and I 

21 need to repeat again that there was citizen input for 

22 Map 8, as well as for 1 and 2.  

23              So to say that citizens aren't being 

24 considered in Map 8 in terms of their response to the 

25 display of these various maps is incorrect, and it's a 
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1 way, I think, of discrediting those who say they also 

2 considered citizens' requests and it happens to be 

3 different than certain citizens say is correct; and I 

4 stand on that and someone has been asking, you know, 

5 "Why the Council Members selected the maps?"  I can 

6 tell you I selected 8 because I thought it did provide 

7 some continuity with the previous districts, and I 

8 stand on that.  

9              And I might also mention Carlo Leone's 

10 comment that two Council Members going head to head 

11 against one another because they're drawn in the same 

12 district, our attorney has given us a lot of legal 

13 opinions -- and I don't know if he wants to talk about 

14 those later at the meeting or not.  Mostly they are 

15 about the Voting Rights Act and we're not supposed to 

16 draw maps that break up minority concentration and, 

17 indeed, we have not done that.  We have done that with 

18 these maps, and I know our consultant will agree with 

19 that; but in those various cases that have been held 

20 that complained about incumbents drawing lines so they 

21 would stay in, but at the disadvantage of minorities 

22 they ended up staying.  

23              However, it is not our opinion that you 

24 shouldn't look at maps that do not result in Council 

25 Members or legislators, two of them running against 



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING - 6/14/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

39

1 one another.  They do not feel that that's to the 

2 advantage of the redistricting process.  So Carlo was 

3 actually correct in terms of the way the courts have 

4 come down on that.  Isn't that right, Steve?  

5              They say a lot of things about 

6 redistricting, but they kind of always end up saying, 

7 "We're not forcing two council people to run against 

8 one other."  

9              MR. KEMP:  The courts are looking at this, 

10 and I mentioned earlier they look at -- obviously, 

11 because we're a Voting Rights Act State, there is 

12 mandatory criteria unique to those 17 states.  

13              They then look at what we call an official 

14 redistricting criteria and those are mentioned and 

15 then, ultimately, yes, one of the things jurisdictions 

16 may consider is such things as having incumbents 

17 running against each other, having incumbents in a new 

18 district.  That is a factor that jurisdictions may 

19 consider.

20              MR. ATKINS:  Pete Atkins from Westbrook 

21 Village.  Just a comment here.  I think what we're 

22 hearing from citizens here today is a frustration.  I 

23 have this as well and I've attended several meetings.  

24 "We'll be getting another four to six maps."  Council 

25 are, obviously, legally within their rights.  I don't 
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1 remember being explained to us in our first couple 

2 meetings additional maps might come along after people 

3 gave their input and the process went through.  

4              Having said that, we have an elected 

5 Council and he has to do a job for us.  That's set off 

6 a few people today, some more than others, but they 

7 have their point of view and when you get to the final 

8 vote I think what you're sensing is frustration that 

9 the additional three maps weren't serving 

10 redistricting.  

11              MR. TERBUSH:  I know I'm just going to 

12 sound like a broken record, but I'm going to request 

13 this:  It sounds likes Council Member Aames has talked 

14 about why he likes 8.  I'm not questioning the turf 

15 that someone may like more than one other.  I'm just 

16 asking that before the final vote that the Council 

17 make clear to the community and why not through the 

18 paper that -- why not -- what the selection is going 

19 to be, let me make that clear again.  

20              You have until the night of the vote, it 

21 might change thirty minutes before, but what was the 

22 number one, number two or number three reason that 

23 each one of these maps ended up in the finals, and 

24 when the final vote will be -- I believe it's the 

25 21st, correct, or scheduled for that -- regardless of 
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1 when it is, Steve -- 

2              MR. KEMP:  Yes.

3              MR. TERBUSH:  -- put it in the paper for 

4 everyone, "These are the three maps that were 

5 finalized upon, and these are the reasons," number 

6 one, number two and number three for 1 and the same 

7 for 2 and the same for 8, and anyone that has any 

8 interest can come to the Council meeting that night 

9 and show their interest; but I don't care to sit here, 

10 I'm sorry, and listen to the turf war or whatever.  I 

11 just want the information.  

12              MR. KEMP:  Are there any other comments?  

13              On behalf of the Mayor and the City 

14 Council and the staff, I'd like to thank you for all 

15 coming out today.  If you do know people who could not 

16 make this meeting, there's another meeting tonight in 

17 south Peoria at the Peoria Community Center on 

18 Jefferson, and then there will be a meeting tomorrow 

19 night at Christ Church of the Valley.  The meeting 

20 tonight is at 7:00 p.m., and the meeting tomorrow 

21 tonight is at 7:00 p.m., right, Rhonda?  It's on the 

22 City redistricting website so if you do know someone 

23 who could not make these meetings they could come out 

24 for some of the others and, again, thank you for 

25 coming to some of the others -- the meeting tomorrow 
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1 night will not be at Christ Church of the Valley, but 

2 at Sunrise Mountain.  

3         

4         

5         (Whereupon the proceedings were concluded at 

6 3:57 p.m.)

7         

8         

9         
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1                  THE TRANSCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC 

2 MEETING OF THE CITY OF PEORIA 2011 REDISTRICTING 

3 CONCEPT MAPS, was taken at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

4 June 15, 2011, at Sunrise Mountain Library, 21109 N. 

5 98th Avenue, Peoria, Arizona 85382, before TERI L. 

6 VERES, Certified Reporter, Certificate Number 50687.

7
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1                                     Peoria, Arizona
                                      June 15, 2011

2                                       6:30 p.m.

3                P R O C E E D I N G S 

4

5              MR. KEMP:  Good evening.  This is the 

6 third redistricting scoping meeting, and I'd like to 

7 go ahead.  Tonight we have City Clerk, Wanda Nelson, 

8 and my name's Steve Kemp.  I'm the City Attorney and 

9 we have the responsible staff overseeing the 

10 redistricting project.  

11              With us tonight I notice that we do have 

12 Vice Mayor Cathy Carlat and Council Member Joan Evans 

13 so I'd like to go ahead and welcome you to this 

14 meeting.  

15              To start, this is -- we see that the City 

16 Council has selected three concepts to proceed with.  

17 The purpose of this meeting tonight is to get your 

18 input about these concepts.  We're interested in 

19 hearing from you.  We're not going to talk very much.  

20 All your comments will be taken down by a court 

21 reporter, and they'll be part of the official record 

22 that the City has to submit.  

23              Under federal law Arizona is one of the 

24 seventeen states that has all of its election 

25 processes reviewed by the federal government pursuant 
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1 to the Voting Rights Act.  So we keep a complete 

2 record of all the proceedings and all those -- that 

3 record is reviewed by the Department of Justice.  

4              On June 21st the Council will receive all 

5 of this input and the Council will be asked to narrow 

6 it down to a single concept, which they will then 

7 approve on July 5th.  

8              The goal is to have the concept approved 

9 by the Justice Department and in place for the 2012 

10 elections because in January 2012 we have candidates 

11 coming to the City Clerk's office who are seeking 

12 information about their districts.  So that's kind of 

13 the outline of the remainder of this process.  

14              Now, with us tonight we also have our 

15 consultant from National Demographics, Justin Levitt.  

16 National Demographics is the company that's been 

17 retained to assist us in this process, and so he will 

18 provide a bit of outline of the three maps, and then 

19 we will open it to public comment.  

20              We also have with us Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, 

21 who is our translator, so that if we have a member of 

22 the public who feels more comfortable giving their 

23 input in Spanish we will translate that and that will 

24 also be a part of the official record.  

25              So with that, I would like to go ahead and 
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1 introduce Mr. Justin Levitt.

2              MR. LEVITT:  Thank you, Mr. Kemp.  

3              Good evening.  My name is Justin Levitt.  

4 I am the senior technical analyst with National 

5 Demographics and also a second generation Phoenician.  

6 I have been personally involved with this project from 

7 the beginning helping to draw and prepare these maps.  

8 Essentially, what we're going to do here tonight is 

9 get your feedback and your comments on pre-draft 

10 proposals approved by the City Council.  

11              So I wanted to briefly talk a little bit 

12 about how we came to these three maps.  Initially we 

13 were contracted to do this.  We were given a list of 

14 criteria, including maintaining natural boundaries as 

15 well as communities of interest as defined by the 

16 citizens of Peoria.  We also fall into the Voting 

17 Rights Act.  As I mentioned, that has a big role in 

18 how redistricting proceeds in the City of Peoria.  

19 Also, we looked at traditional redistricting criteria, 

20 including contiguity and compactness.  

21              At the meeting -- at the meeting last week 

22 or two weeks ago the City Council asked us also to 

23 look at maintaining those criteria and at the same 

24 time seeing if there was a way of keeping incumbents 

25 in their own districts, and Concept 8 came out of that 
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1 study; and so I'm here to answer questions you might 

2 have about the technical maps.  

3              I have my computer here available, which 

4 has neighborhood associations, different community 

5 boundaries, public comments we've received, and if 

6 there are any questions that I can help answer or just 

7 to give your comments about these three proposals.  

8              So with that we want to hear from you, so 

9 we are going to have a microphone circulating.

10              MR. McCORD:  Thank you.  My name is Joe 

11 McCord and I live here in the Mesquite District, and a 

12 couple things that Steve and Mr. Levitt can't tell you 

13 because they work for the City is that there were six 

14 maps that were designed by National Demographics and 

15 they have all the requirements of the law and they 

16 have all the requirements that anybody would 

17 reasonably ask, but one thing they didn't do was 

18 protect the posteriors of a couple of the City Council 

19 Members.  So those City Council members decided, 

20 "Well, those maps weren't good enough."  

21              Now, I might point out to you that people 

22 in Peoria responded.  They did what we did.  Not they, 

23 we.  You and I did what the City Council asked us to 

24 do, which was examine the maps, read all about the 

25 material and then vote, and they gave us a ballot to 
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1 vote with, and we did.  More than 900 of us either 

2 voted or put comments in or both.  

3              What happened to those comments?  

4 Ignored.  They were ignored.  No. 5, Plan 5 drew by 

5 far the most votes.  It didn't even survive the first 

6 round.  So what happened was two Councilmen, and I'll 

7 name them, Dave Pearson and Ron Aames, decided that 

8 the six plans weren't good enough because it didn't 

9 protect them.  It didn't preserve their seats.  So 

10 they insisted and forced National Demographics to come 

11 up with three more plans, 7, 8 and 9.  

12              Well, National Demographics did what they 

13 were told and paid to do, even though they had already 

14 been paid for the first six, which were ignored.  They 

15 came back and did three more.  

16              Now, what did we get out of the other 

17 three?  Well, as it turned out, the Council voted to 

18 accept 1 and 2 and No. 8 and, oh, my, did we get 

19 something interesting out of No. 8.  Here is what 

20 happened to the Willow District.  This is what 

21 happened to it.  

22              Now, last night I was castigated for using 

23 certain hyperbolic words.  So I won't call this a 

24 disaster.  I won't call it a train wreck.  I won't use 

25 those words, but I'll let you look and it and decide 
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1 for yourself.  Is this the kind of district you want 

2 in Peoria?  Let me point out that where my finger is 

3 down here is the entertainment district, the baseball 

4 park and all the entertainment we have, and over here 

5 is Ventanna Lakes, and up here is -- all this area 

6 here on north up to Happy Valley.  

7              I'm going to ask you a question and then 

8 you can decide for yourself.  What do the folks here 

9 have to do with the entertainment district?  What do 

10 they have in common with them?  The answer, of course, 

11 is nothing.  

12              Now, let's look at one other one.  Palo 

13 Verde, the new Palo Verde District.  Now, rules for 

14 setting this up were, first of all, they had to be 

15 contiguous, and that means it had to be altogether in 

16 one unit.  They couldn't be separated by one empty 

17 space.  Well, look at this.  Yes, they are contiguous 

18 because you have 83rd and you have 75th that actually 

19 hold these two pieces together.  They're also supposed 

20 to be compact.  Well, that's compact.  This is not 

21 really compact, but this is what we'll get if Plan 8 

22 is adopted.  

23              Now, it's up to you folks, really.  You're 

24 going to be voting here tonight.  There are plans that 

25 are right there with ballots on them, right here, 
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1 right on the top, got ballots on them, and you're 

2 going to be asked to fill out the ballots.  Put your 

3 name on it, you don't have to do that, but you're 

4 going to be asked to vote for "1," "2" or "8" and then 

5 make comments.  Now, I'm not going to tell you how to 

6 vote, but eight would not be the way that we ought to 

7 go in this community.  Eight, for the first time in 

8 the long history of Peoria, and I've been here a long 

9 time, I've never seen politics played this badly, this 

10 blatantly before.  

11              So I can only strongly urge you not to 

12 vote for "8."  "1" or "2," that's up to you.  My 

13 personal preference, I'm going to vote for "1."  I 

14 have some problems with one.  I can live with "2," but 

15 don't vote for "8."  Thank you.  

16              MS. HAYNES:  My name is Corinne Haynes and 

17 I live in the Mesquite District.  Not aware of 

18 anything, just learning this information, but the one 

19 that seems to make the most sense to us looking at 

20 this concept knowing the parameters that were given at 

21 a previous meeting that we were at and assuming that 

22 you put all the other parameters together, not only 

23 the fact they are contiguous -- is that the word?  

24              MR. McCORD:  Contiguous.  

25              MS. HAYNES:  But what does concern me -- 
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1 it has nothing to do with this -- is the hope -- 

2 because I know the mess the City of Phoenix is in, the 

3 City of Surprise, the City of Glendale, we're always 

4 so proud because we say the City of Peoria has their 

5 act together, we're so glad we live in the City of 

6 Peoria because they seem to have a good vision, we 

7 like what they're doing.  I think we're represented 

8 very well.  So I hope we're not following down the 

9 same path as some of these other cities.  

10              MR. LEVITT:  Well, thank you for your 

11 comments.  I just wanted to respond just a little bit 

12 by just laying out one of the big difficulties in 

13 Peoria and that, of course, has been the massive 

14 growth in the Mesquite District.  

15              The Mesquite District currently has 

16 population for two entire districts, and so the real 

17 challenge has been the other five districts are each 

18 10 to 30 percent under the population they need to be 

19 at, and that has the effect of just making all the 

20 districts kind of shift northwards.  

21              It's not a bad problem to have lots of 

22 population growth.  City people want to come here.  

23 There's been a lot of new development, a lot of new 

24 growth, but it's just a challenge from redistricting.  

25 So thank you very much for your comments.  
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1              MS. HAYNES:  All three maps would be 

2 fairly balanced in every population?  

3              MR. LEVITT:  In terms of population 

4 they're all well within acceptable deviations.  They 

5 all represent our attempts to meet different criteria.

6              MS. ARMSTRONG:  My name's Judy Armstrong.  

7 I also live in the Mesquite District.  I missed the 

8 last public meeting, but I came to one of the earlier 

9 ones where when you set out what the parameters were 

10 and I've been following the maps on-line as they 

11 showed up and the comments, and I agree with the 

12 gentleman here this was a travesty to go back and redo 

13 based on "I want to save my seat and I want to save 

14 his, too."  That's ridiculous.  

15              And I also think that "1" looks the most 

16 as far as keeping neighborhoods contiguous, except 

17 what happened in Pine down there, it's kind of funny 

18 looking, but I notice it's a slightly lower 

19 population.  I think that's a good idea because it's 

20 the one that's most -- has the most room for growth.  

21 So I think we ought to keep the ones that are pretty 

22 well landlocked now with the slightly higher 

23 population.  That makes sense.  Thank you.

24              MR. KEMP:  One point I do want to make is 

25 while the new districts will go into effect in January 
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1 of 2012, the districts don't affect existing Council 

2 Members.  Every Council Member serves the remainder of 

3 their term regardless of what happens with their 

4 districts, and so since some of our Council Members 

5 serve until January of 2015, some are January 2013, 

6 the districts don't affect that.  

7              Now, the districts don't affect other 

8 things such as property taxes or any of those.  What 

9 they do affect is who your elected representative will 

10 be on the City Council.

11              Any other questions?  

12              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  My name's Cathy 

13 Carlat.  I am the Council Member for the Mesquite 

14 District, and I'm going to thank all of you for coming 

15 out and being involved in the community.  

16              I know a lot of you have been involved 

17 previously in this process and submitted maps and 

18 taken a keen interest in what's going to happen here, 

19 and I appreciate that you did that and I think it's 

20 really, really important and I've always tried to 

21 encourage residents of the Mesquite District to become 

22 involved.  

23              What has happened in this situation is a 

24 travesty, it's true.  I would like to say, and I'm 

25 hoping to be able to stand by this, that this is an 
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1 exception more than the rule.  It has been an 

2 embarrassment to me being on the City Council that a 

3 Council Member would stand up and say, "No, I want 

4 three new maps drawn.  Throw away all of the public 

5 input that you've had up to this point.  Throw away 

6 the first six maps.  Give me three new maps that keep 

7 Council Members in their districts," and he is trying 

8 to get No. 8 through.  Yes, there's No. 8.  

9              This is never the way the City of Peoria 

10 has been run before, never.  We have always had the 

11 small town feel and the politics that were happening 

12 in our City had to do with the best interests of the 

13 City of Peoria and not the best interests of Council 

14 Members, and we have got to get it back to where it 

15 was before.  This kind of politics might happen in the 

16 legislature at the state level, at the federal level, 

17 but not at the city level.  There's just no place for 

18 it, and we have to try to get it back where it 

19 belongs.

20              (Applause.)

21              MR. RIEDEL:  Pete Riedel, Ironwood.  Is it 

22 too early to start a drastic pool to get these two 

23 guys off the campus?  

24              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  It's never too 

25 early as far as I am concerned.  One thing I can 
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1 say -- one thing that would be beneficial for this 

2 situation is if you want to show up for the study 

3 session on June 21st, next Tuesday, and state your 

4 opinion about what has happened here and what you 

5 think of how the public should be involved in our 

6 Council, our City.  

7              If you want to show up on that date and 

8 time, we will have a way to express that and I think 

9 it's really very important that you do.  The more 

10 people that do, the more people will make a 

11 difference.  It might change things, at least for that 

12 night and for the selection of these maps.  

13              MS. ARMSTRONG:  Time?

14              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  Council meeting 

15 5:00 o'clock. 

16              MR. McCORD:  5:00 o'clock for the study 

17 session, Council meeting at 7:00.

18              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  The study session, 

19 that is where we will discuss the final three maps and 

20 make a choice of one of them.  So there are four 

21 people who need to be heavily dissuaded for something 

22 that is going to last us ten years.  

23              MS. HAYNES:  Next Tuesday at 5:00 

24 o'clock?  

25              MR. McCORD:  5:00 o'clock City Hall.  
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1              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Will they take into 

2 consideration what we put on here, because No. 5 had 

3 158 and they didn't take that into consideration.  

4              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  I know, and so 

5 that's why I'm saying maybe if you show up and do it 

6 in public it might make a difference.  

7              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  And will they look 

8 at these?

9              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  They are supposed 

10 to, and if they're not going to they have to do it 

11 right in front of you, don't they?  

12              MS. ARMSTRONG:  Can they still look at 

13 those other maps?  

14              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  No, those are 

15 gone.  Those maps are gone now.  

16              MR. LEVITT:  I'll just add for the meeting 

17 next Tuesday we will provide a record of all the 

18 public comment that has been received up to the 21st.  

19              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  My name is Joan 

20 Evans and I am the representative for the Willow 

21 District.  I promise you I will do as good a job as 

22 possible for you.  However, when we started this 

23 process I knew there was a chance that I was 

24 vulnerable.  In fact, there was three of us.  I live 

25 farthest east and north, but the other two lived 



REPORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS - 6/15/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

16

1 within a mile of each other and the three of us were 

2 vulnerable.  

3              And I said, "It's not about me.  It's 

4 about what's best for our City.  How do we make sure 

5 that the decisions we make are in the best interest of 

6 the City?"  Now, I will tell you that three of us on 

7 the Council, the Mayor and two of the rest of us, did 

8 not vote for "1," "2," or "8."  Those aren't the ones 

9 that we supported.  However, these were the majority.  

10 There were four that did support those.  

11              So I am asking for you to support No. 1.  

12 It does take me out.  I've had a great run.  I've 

13 loved doing it.  I can serve my City.  I can serve my 

14 Lord any way.  Thank you.  

15              (Applause.)

16              MS. HAYNES:  Corinne Haynes.  I guess my 

17 question is:  Is this whole thing just over this issue 

18 with these two Council people, I mean, or were there 

19 any other reasons for having to do this again?  

20              Is that the bottom line?

21              MR. KEMP:  Well, on the 21st the Council 

22 will narrow it down to a particular map.  Now, you ask 

23 why particular Council Members felt their way, you 

24 have to ask them that, of course.

25              MS. HAYNES:  I guess I was wondering if 
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1 there was any other input from people from any other 

2 districts besides this issue?

3              MR. KEMP:  Yes, we've actually -- this is 

4 the third of three scoping meetings.  We had a meeting 

5 out at the Peoria Community Center, which is very 

6 close to City Hall.  We had one at the Rio Vista Rec 

7 Center and now we're having this meeting, and there 

8 has been from the beginning of this process to date 

9 well over a thousand different types of comments, 

10 anything from people saying Happy Valley should be the 

11 boundary line to people submitting specific maps, a 

12 wide variety of different types of comments.  

13              So that's the whole purpose of this, that 

14 the City is interested in getting your comments.  

15 Granted, this is not a statistically valid type of 

16 survey.  That's not -- the purpose here is we want 

17 your comments.  We want to hear from you because 

18 everything that we hear is part of the official 

19 record.

20              MS. GARBE:  Karen Garbe, Mesquite 

21 District.  I've attended -- this is the third one of 

22 these meetings that I've attended in the last two 

23 days.  That's because I wanted to hear exactly what 

24 was said at each one because I knew that Council 

25 Members won't show up except for our two lovely ladies 
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1 here.  Even though I was promised he would be here and 

2 I would see him here today, and he's nowhere to be 

3 found.  

4              My advice is the only way you have to get 

5 one of the four to change their vote, and that is a 

6 possibility.  I think it takes a lot of lobbying on 

7 the citizens' part to inundate possibly all four with 

8 e-mails, phone calls, and I don't mean just from us up 

9 here in Mesquite.  If you know people in other parts 

10 of the City to give them calls, and I would do this 

11 before.  

12              I -- I had a long conversation with one of 

13 them.  So that's why I'm stating this, because I saw a 

14 crack in their armor and I think that one of the four 

15 can be persuaded if he receives enough of -- 

16              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Pressure.

17              MS. GARBE:  -- pressure from the community 

18 because he really is community minded and wasn't aware 

19 of some of the other things and I think he was taken 

20 aback when Ron Aames stood up and said, "I didn't read 

21 the contract.  I didn't know it was part of it.  I 

22 didn't know that the Council Members weren't 

23 protected."  

24              That was in it.  I was at the meetings.  I 

25 was at meetings where that was even the very first one 
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1 that was held here and he was here and that question 

2 was asked I think two or three times.  So we need to 

3 apply pressure and possibly even two out of the four 

4 with public opinion means an awful lot to them.  

5              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Who are the two?  

6              MS. GARBE:  Take a guess.  It's not Ron 

7 Aames and it's not Pearson.

8              MR. McCORD:  Joe McCord again.  Well, some 

9 questions have been asked that Steve cannot answer 

10 because he is an employee of the City and, therefore, 

11 works for the Council and Cathy and Joanie are too 

12 polite to tell you, but I'm not polite and I'll come 

13 out and tell you it's pure political power play on the 

14 part of really two Councilmen who are trying to 

15 protect their posteriors, perhaps into perpetuity, and 

16 I'm saying, "No, that's not what redistricting is all 

17 about."  

18              Redistricting is to draw new districts, 

19 which they're required to by law, by federal law, 

20 every ten years they have to draw new districts and 

21 they have to make them contiguous.  They have to make 

22 them kind of solid blocks out of rectangles, squares, 

23 circles, what else, and these guys did a good job.  I 

24 don't fault one little thing that National 

25 Demographics did.  
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1              They did a fine job on the six, and then 

2 they were forced by Ron Aames and Dave Pearson who, by 

3 the way, wants to be mayor of Peoria so bad he can 

4 taste it and Ron is going along with it because he 

5 wants to keep his seat on the City Council.  

6              So the two of them forced National 

7 Demographics to come up with three more maps, "7," 

8 "8," and "9," and I promised I wouldn't use the word 

9 abomination so I won't call them that, but I'll let 

10 you draw your own conclusions about what they really 

11 are.

12              Now, one really quick little background on 

13 me.  My degree from the University of California was 

14 in American History with emphasis on political 

15 history.  My minor was poly sci.  Do I know a little 

16 bit about the American political system?  Yes, I do.  

17 This is not typical American political system.  We 

18 grew up in the small towns.  We grew up with neighbors 

19 representing us on our town councils and city councils 

20 and legislators.  

21              These things, they're called 

22 gerrymandering.  Familiar with the term?  You heard 

23 the term?  Anybody know where it comes from?

24              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Gerry.

25              MR. McCORD:  Yeah, Gerry.  Who was Gerry?  
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1 Eldridge Gerry was the Governor of Massachusetts in 

2 the early part of the 19th Century, early 1800s.  He 

3 was the one who came up with gerrymandering.  

4              He drew maps that looked like this, and 

5 the whole idea was to include those neighborhoods that 

6 would work for his candidates and exclude those 

7 neighborhoods who wouldn't; and it was very 

8 successful, so successful he wound up with the 

9 governorship.  He also helped James Madison become 

10 president in 1808, and Madison was so grateful he put 

11 him on his ticket for vice president in 1812; and you 

12 probably didn't know that Eldridge Gerry from 

13 Massachusetts was vice president of the United States 

14 from 1812 until 1814 when he died in office.  

15              Here's the irony:  The guy actually was a 

16 pretty good vice president, as vice presidents go.  He 

17 was a good governor.  He did a lot of good things for 

18 Massachusetts.  What is he remembered for, 

19 gerrymandering; and the term, by the way, and one of 

20 the maps looked like this and somebody said, "That 

21 looks like a salamander," and someone else says, "No, 

22 it looks like a gerrymander."  That's all the man is 

23 remembered for.  

24              Now, do we want to have our Council people 

25 remembered for gerrymandering?  No, we don't.  That is 
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1 not the American way.  That is not the Democratic 

2 way.  It is not fair.  So Joanie says "1," fine, vote 

3 for "1."  Come on out Tuesday.  Come on out, as Cathy 

4 says, not just yourselves, with all your friends  

5 throughout the City.  Let's pack City Hall.  Let's jam 

6 City Hall with people who are there voting against 

7 "8."  And since Joanie wants "1," let's vote for "1."

8              MR. KELLY:  My name is Lyndon Kelly.  That 

9 pretty much said what I was going to say.  I mean, I 

10 was going to ask are these two that wanted "8," are 

11 they proficient in this profession of demographics?          

12              MR. McCORD:  No.

13              MR. KELLY:  If they aren't, why don't they 

14 leave it to the ones that are?  Otherwise, if they 

15 aren't, we're wasting the money hiring these guys, 

16 right?  But if they aren't proficient, they should 

17 kiss ass.  

18              MS. HAYNES:  You're on record.  You're in 

19 trouble.

20              MS. O'CONNOR:  My name is Lois O'Connor.  

21 I live in the Ironwood District, and I had no idea all 

22 of this political thing was going on.  I watched the 

23 meeting on television, and such a meeting I've never 

24 seen before.  I had no idea that Dave Pearson was 

25 planning on running for mayor.  I heard Ron Aames and 
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1 all his talk about getting the three maps, and I 

2 didn't know Dave was involved.  

3              He's been our Councilman and I really do 

4 want to keep Dave in our -- in our district because 

5 when you ask Dave for something or you call him about 

6 something, you get a return phone call right away and 

7 I don't know -- I live in Westbrook Village at 83rd 

8 and Village Parkway.  

9              Well, if you've been down that way on 83rd 

10 Avenue, you know there's an APS substation that's 

11 there.  Okay, that substation has been there forever 

12 and it was just all the wires and everything else.  

13              In 2000 I wrote a letter to APS myself 

14 because the people were saying, "Why can't we have 

15 something around there like other villages do, like 

16 Scottsdale and all the other towns have a wall around 

17 there?"  I wrote to them in 2000, got an answer back 

18 and they said in 2004 that substation would be gone so 

19 they would not put up a block wall there, so we let it 

20 go.  So now we're at 2011.  

21              2010 I got a hold of Dave Pearson and he 

22 got a hold of APS, and working with them he got that 

23 wall up for us, and without Dave my letter from 2000 

24 went awry.  If we need something, we can go to Dave 

25 and he'll try to help us work it out, and I really 
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1 want to keep him in our district.  

2              MR. LEVITT:  If I can respond to that.

3              MS. O'CONNOR:  I want to keep him in our 

4 district because we can depend on him and he knows us, 

5 and I hate to start over with somebody else, somebody 

6 fresh that we don't know.  

7              MR. LEVITT:  In all three maps Westbrook 

8 Village is kept entirely within the Ironwood District.

9              MR. KEMP:  That's correct, Westwood 

10 Village is these two sections right here.

11              MS. O'CONNOR:  Yeah, I realize that.  I 

12 realize that.  

13              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  But the correction 

14 is that Dave Pearson in No. 2 would not be in that 

15 district.  So Dave Pearson in "8" and "1" you would 

16 still have Councilman Pearson as your councilman, "1" 

17 or "8," but not "2."

18              MS. O'CONNOR:  I feel it's very important 

19 because I worked with Dave on that wall and I'm 

20 telling you, it was wonderful to get it up.  That was 

21 a quarter of a million dollars to get that wall up, 

22 and they did such a beautiful job.  If you've been by 

23 there, that other house is gone and finally we have a 

24 decent-looking area.

25              MR. KEMP:  Just please remember whatever 
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1 map is adopted, the incumbent Council Members stay on 

2 the Council.  Their position does not change until the 

3 next election.  So, for example, regardless of what 

4 map is adopted, the Ironwood District comes up for 

5 election in November of -- September of 2012.  So 

6 nothing changes that whatsoever regardless of the 

7 maps.  Under our charter all Council Members stay in 

8 their districts until their next election.

9              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is the next 

10 election for mayor 2012, also?  

11              MR. KEMP:  No, the next election for mayor 

12 is 2014.  The mayors are elected for four-year terms.  

13 The council members are elected for four-year terms on 

14 a staggered basis.

15              MS. WIEST:  My name is Terri Wiest and I 

16 live in the Mesquite District.  This is the first 

17 meeting that I've attended so I'm just learning about 

18 all these things, but my question is about the other 

19 maps.  If at this point the other maps were all done 

20 and they all meet the legal requirements, is there a 

21 way with community input that some of those maps could 

22 be brought back?  

23              MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Ultimately, the decision 

24 is which maps to go ahead with is a Council decision.  

25 So the Council certainly on June 21st while the staff 
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1 is looking to nail it down to one map, that's 

2 ultimately a Council decision.  The -- from the staff 

3 standpoint, the biggest concern we have is in January 

4 of 2012 we have -- candidates are going to be running 

5 in the September 2012 election.  

6              So there's a process that we have to go 

7 through once Council finalizes this where we have to 

8 submit everything to the Justice Department.  All of 

9 that takes about four months.  So when you back that 

10 up from January 2012, we're looking to have everything 

11 in place so that we can make that submission roughly 

12 on the 1st of September.  

13              So the answer is "yes" the Council could 

14 always direct -- if it wanted four more maps, the 

15 Council could certainly do that.  From the staff 

16 standpoint, we will respond to whatever direction the 

17 Council gives us.  

18              MR. LEVITT:  And the same for the 

19 consultant.

20              MR. ARMSTRONG:  Judy Armstrong again, 

21 Mesquite.  I'm just following up on something the 

22 ladies in the back had said.  One had mentioned that 

23 she felt one Council Member or possibly two could be 

24 persuaded to change their vote.  

25              Could any of the earlier maps that were 
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1 better received come back if that were to happen after 

2 June 21st?  

3              MR. KEMP:  Certainly, if Council directed 

4 that one of the earlier maps be brought back that 

5 would be brought back.  That's entirely -- this is all 

6 entirely Council decision and we would certainly 

7 follow as Council directs.  

8              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  If I might, there 

9 are four Council Members who decided not to take into 

10 consideration the public input.  They chose to select 

11 these maps for specific reasons that, obviously, you 

12 can see and have heard.  If, you know, lots and lots 

13 and lots of people showed up and insisted that the 

14 previous maps come back and that the maps were -- the 

15 public input were weighed, it could happen.  I guess 

16 it could happen.  

17              Personally, I am not thinking that it will 

18 happen.  We've been through a war these days.  I would 

19 love it.  I would be so thrilled if you could get the 

20 maps back, if you could convince them to do it.  I 

21 would certainly vote for it that evening.  We would 

22 make a motion and say we want to bring all the maps 

23 back and look at them based on public input.  It would 

24 be great.  It would be wonderful.  It would be a 

25 miracle.  Miracles do happen.  
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1              Staff, you know, they have to do just what 

2 they're instructed to do at this point.  It becomes a 

3 legislative decision.

4              MR. RIEDEL:  Pete Riedel again.  I don't 

5 remember what Map 5 was.  Apparently, it was an 

6 earlier version.  Is Map 1 significantly worse or 

7 better than Map 5?  

8              MR. LEVITT:  We do have packets in the 

9 back that have these two different maps.

10              MR. RIEDEL:  Maybe someone else can answer 

11 that knows.  Was there a significant difference 

12 between "1" and "5"??  

13              MR. LEVITT:  All of the original six 

14 concepts had major differences because there's just so 

15 many ways that you could possibly draw districts.  If 

16 you want to take a look at it, I could certainly -- 

17              MS. NELSON:  Do more folks want Map 5?  We 

18 have plenty of packets that contain "1" through "6."  

19 If you came in and you got a bunch of paperwork from 

20 us, you have it.  

21              MR. ASHCROFT:  My name is Craig Ashcroft, 

22 and I live in Willow District, whatever Willow 

23 District is now.  I'm just curious as to what the cost 

24 of this additional process has been to the City?  Has 

25 anybody quantified that?  
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1              MR. KEMP:  Yes, each -- the three 

2 additional maps under our contract with National 

3 Demographics the City will be charged $1250 for each 

4 of those maps.  So three times 1250 is roughly $3750.  

5              Then the City also incurred some 

6 additional money because we sent out postcards 

7 notifying everyone who submitted something to us that 

8 there were three additional maps.  So, roughly, the 

9 total cost, I believe with the postcards, we're 

10 talking right at $4,000.  So that would be the total 

11 additional cost.  

12              MR. McCORD:  Joe McCord again.  To the 

13 gentleman who was wondering about Map 5, Plan 5, this 

14 is it.  That's the one that was favored originally 

15 because it's the most fair.  It was the most fair of 

16 the original six.  If you look at it, you can see 

17 they're pretty close to rectangular in shape, square 

18 shapes.  It has taken into consideration some odd 

19 things about the City, but basically they were pretty 

20 fair on.  

21              Mesquite is odd, but Mesquite goes way up 

22 into Yavapai County and you can't really make a square 

23 out of it; but this is the one that was most fair and 

24 the one that got by far the most votes of you folks, 

25 of the citizens, but it threw a couple of people in 
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1 the same district together, didn't protect their 

2 posteriors and that's why they voted against it.  

3              Does that answer -- who was the gentleman 

4 who was wondering about it?  Right there.  Does that 

5 answer your question, sir?  

6              MR. RIEDEL:  Well, no.  Is there a 

7 significant difference between "1" and "5"?  

8              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Is "1" closer?  

9              MR. McCORD:  "1's" close enough and Joanie 

10 -- the thing about it, Joanie is willing to put her 

11 neck -- sacrifice herself for No. 1.  I think that is 

12 such a tremendous thing to do.  You know, she really 

13 deserves a round of applause for willing to sacrifice 

14 herself for that.  

15              (Applause.)

16              MS. ARMSTRONG:  One gets the feeling the 

17 wrong people make sacrifices.  

18              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  Map No. 3 is also 

19 very compact.  It handles some of the concerns that a 

20 lot of people have had, including the concern about up 

21 north where we have a county island and it actually 

22 completely -- No. 3, I believe, completely engulfs the 

23 county island so that there would be no question if 

24 that county island came into the City, which it would 

25 automatically comes into -- yeah, that part -- it 
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1 actually goes all the way around it so there's 

2 actually a complete circling of that.  

3              So I currently have the county island 

4 that's in the middle of my district and Ms. Carlat has 

5 an island in the middle of hers, and there's issues 

6 that come up and you deal with the county and you work 

7 with them through some of those common issues.  So 

8 that's -- that's a positive for those.  It doesn't 

9 draw me out.  It actually draws out -- let me see, who 

10 is the name?  Which one in that?  That one is --

11              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  Ron Aames 

12              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  Ron Aames.

13              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  It draws Ron Aames 

14 into the same district as Carlo Leone.  If you will 

15 look at these -- it might help if I have the 

16 microphone.  They have letters and they don't have 

17 names.  So the four people that were making this 

18 choice also got to name the districts.  So as you can 

19 see, like on Map No. 8 instead of where Joan lives in 

20 the Palo Verde District, she currently lives in what 

21 on that map is named Palo Verde.  They just decided to 

22 name it not Willow, even though the people in that 

23 district elected her, they named the top portion 

24 Willow.  You see how that works.  Just a coincidence, 

25 I'm sure, but because they got to rename those 
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1 districts they were also able to use a secondary 

2 method of playing with things.  

3              MR. McCORD:  This is where Joan lives, 

4 down there.  

5              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  Yeah, down there.  

6              COUNCIL MEMBER EVANS:  There are 64 houses 

7 they gerrymandered me into No 8.  I'm sorry, the group 

8 that drew that map, they drew that map because they 

9 were told to draw that map.  So they drew the map by 

10 following directions that they had.  

11              So, you know, No. 1 is the one that they 

12 then chose to call it Palo Verde instead of Willow.  

13 It could have gone either way.  

14              MR. KEMP:  Any more questions or comments? 

15              MS. STANTON:  Glenda Stanton.  I live in 

16 Willow and I'm getting to the point where I don't even 

17 think I know where I live anymore.  I don't know who 

18 my representatives -- or my Council person's going to 

19 be and...

20              UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Buy a new house.      

21              MR. LEVITT:  If you want in private after 

22 the meeting, if you give me your address, I don't mean 

23 you have to do it in front of the group, I can find 

24 out which district you would be in.

25              COUNCIL MEMBER CARLAT:  I just want to 
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1 make one more comment.  This kind of problem doesn't 

2 always happen and it doesn't always happen in this 

3 City.  We have had 40 percent growth in the last 

4 decade and all of that growth -- or the majority of it 

5 has been in the Mesquite District.  

6              The Mesquite District was twice the size 

7 that districts need to be.  So everything had to 

8 change considerably and there were -- (alarm 

9 interruption.)

10              So, you know, if you hear other cities 

11 don't worry about keeping their Council Member in 

12 their district, it's true.  If you don't have a lot of 

13 growth, like Glendale, they've only had two percent 

14 growth in the last decade.  Nobody gets shuffled 

15 around, it's not a lot of issues and they didn't have 

16 to worry about taking their Council Members out of 

17 their district.  

18              In our situation, you know, we had a very 

19 big hole, an entire district unencumbered.  Somebody 

20 had to move up there.  So that is the reason why we 

21 have this situation; and if you hear that, "Well, 

22 every city doesn't have to do this.  It's fine to keep 

23 incumbents in their district, make that one of the 

24 criteria or the rules," that's the reason why it's 

25 come to what happened.
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1              MS. NELSON:  I just want to point out you 

2 were given a pink sheet and that's one place where you 

3 can write your comments about the map, and there's 

4 also a comment card in the packet.  Comment cards are 

5 also on our website.  So however you are comfortable, 

6 if you want to turn this in, that's fine, or if you 

7 simply just want to send us an e-mail with your 

8 comment we'll take it that way.  You can fax it to 

9 us.  You can drop it off at City Hall, mail it in 

10              MR. McCORD:  You also have a white sheet.  

11              MS. NELSON:  There's also a white sheet on 

12 the packet.  It doesn't have to be the pink one, 

13 whatever you'd like to do.

14              MR. KEMP:  Are there any more questions or 

15 comments?

16              Well, on behalf of the Mayor and City 

17 Council, the City staff and the City, I'd like to 

18 thank you for coming out tonight.  Please do submit 

19 your comments, and as I indicated all of your comments 

20 will be part of the public record on redistricting.  

21 So they will all be part of that record, and thank you 

22 again for your participation in our community.  

23         

24         (Whereupon the proceedings were concluded at 

25 7:16 p.m.)
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1           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, I am going to come up here,

2 because we have a consultant here tonight, and I think

3 it will be more efficient to have all of us in the same

4 place.

5           MAYOR BARRETT:  Okay.  Before we get started,

6 this has been a long, ongoing process.  There is a lot

7 of confusion about how this is going down and where we

8 began, where we are at today.  Would you please give us

9 a timeline?

10           MR. KEMP:  Yes, Mayor.

11           This process actually started slightly more

12 than a year ago.  The first Council session on

13 redistricting was on June 1 of 2010; so we have been at

14 this for slightly more than a year.  At that time, we

15 presented the -- then-city clerk and I, Mary Jo

16 Waddell, presented a presentation to the Council that

17 outlined the various legal issues, criteria, and

18 outlined sort of the schedule that we would be

19 following in the redistricting process.  And based on

20 that study session, we immediately proceeded with a

21 number of different steps that we had to take,

22 including some significant data-gathering as well as

23 going out for bids on a consultant; and, in fact, in

24 October 2010, we brought forth a proposal to select

25 National Demographics as the City's consultant.  And
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1 that had been after we had received three proposals and

2 had a committee, some eight individuals, interview two

3 other firms and make a recommendation on National

4 Demographics.

5           After we retained National Demographics, as

6 part of their proposal, we required them to submit a

7 time schedule which outlined when they would perform

8 various duties, and they did, and, in fact, they had

9 followed that time schedule; and that envisioned that

10 we would start with scoping interviews for City Council

11 members and get their input as well as providing public

12 outreach materials and then moving on to community

13 meetings and community forums late in the last year and

14 early this year.

15           We had a minority contact meeting in January

16 of 2011 as well as district meetings in January and

17 February 2011.  We also prepared the first-stage

18 citizen packets and had those available at the initial

19 district meetings.  All of that was designed to obtain

20 public input for the consultant to use as the census

21 information became available, and they would then be

22 able to prepare redistricting plans.

23           One significant change that was required of

24 the consultant was, because of the rapid and unique

25 growth in Peoria, that there would be six redistricting
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1 concepts, and at the three previous redistricting

2 meetings, we only had requested three redistricting

3 concepts.

4           All of that did get completed on time.  The

5 census information, the state information was initially

6 made available on March 8th.  Block and track

7 information was made available on March 10th.  The

8 consultant then immediately began a process of taking

9 that information and putting it into a citizen kit that

10 the public could choose.

11           The schedule that we negotiated and, in fact,

12 the schedule we presented to Council back in 2010

13 envisioned that there would be citizen kits and concept

14 reviews in the community in the end of April/early May

15 of 2011.  In fact, the concepts were available on April

16 30th, and we proceeded in the first two weeks of May to

17 have those reviews.

18           And so we are currently on time to meet our

19 goal of having Council act on a designated plan for

20 July 5th.  And the consultant has fully complied and

21 stayed on time with this schedule.

22           And we have the consultant here tonight,

23 Mr. Douglas Johnson, who is the president of National

24 Demographics, to present the three concepts that

25 Council has designated, the public input on those
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1 concepts, and to answer any questions that you may

2 have.

3           We also have tonight Mr. Gilbert Hoyos, who

4 is our translator, and if we have citizens who are more

5 comfortable speaking in Spanish, we have translation

6 services available for that, as well as, as you know,

7 we have a court reporter here, and that is because, as

8 part of our submission, we have to have a transcript of

9 all of our public meetings.  And so all of the

10 testimony taken down tonight will be taken down by the

11 court reporter and included in our submission to the

12 Department of Justice.

13           And so with that, I am very pleased to

14 introduce Douglas Johnson from National Demographics to

15 present to the Council tonight.

16             After his presentation, I recognize that

17 there are members of the public here to speak, and

18 then, ultimately, after the public has commented, we

19 look forward to such input as Council may provide.

20 Thank you.

21           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you, Steve.

23           Mr. Mayor, members of the Council, it's a

24 pleasure to be back with you.

25           And let me just start by saying it's been a
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1 pleasure to see the community get as engaged in this

2 process as it has.  There's nothing worse than empty

3 public hearings and no one caring, so that certainly

4 has not been the case here in Peoria.  So let me

5 compliment the public for getting engaged in this

6 process.

7           As Steve laid out, this has been an extensive

8 process to this point.  We are happy to say we are

9 right on time.  And at this point, we have the three

10 maps that the Council semi-endorsed -- I guess the

11 Council decided to move forward with would be the best

12 way to put it, in its last meeting, and we will walk

13 through those and comment a little on the public input.

14           I won't spend a lot of time on any of this.

15 There has been some discussion already, but, obviously,

16 if you have any questions, if you want to see any

17 details, we will provide whatever will be useful.  I am

18 doing this in the mapping software so we can zoom in,

19 zoom out, pull up numbers, whatever you would like to

20 see.

21           So just going in numeric order, we start with

22 plan One.  And if there is anyone in the public who

23 hasn't been following this closely, these plans were

24 developed subject to a set of criteria, obviously

25 federal and state laws for equal population, the
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1 federal Voting Rights Act, the state Statute on Compact

2 and Contiguous Territory, and then together with other

3 criteria that we were given just by the City in terms

4 of communities of interest, following major roads and

5 those kinds of things.  So that's how the first set of

6 maps came about; and plans One and Two came out of that

7 process.

8           You can see on your maps, the blue dashed

9 lines are the current -- sorry -- are the current

10 Council district lines; and so there is significant

11 change.  As Mr. Aames noticed, there has been a lot of

12 growth up north.  The current Mesquite District has

13 essentially a population for two districts in it, so

14 that means that something has to move.  Either a whole

15 district has to go up and essentially appear up there

16 or multiple districts need to go up and pick up that

17 extra population.

18           So the new Mesquite -- I'll show you that

19 just briefly.  I zoom in on the map because the city is

20 so large.  If the whole city is showing, it's hard to

21 see any details.  But the new Mesquite, on the east

22 side, is essentially Happy Valley, and we got a lot of

23 input saying Happy Valley made sense as a barrier.

24 There was not quite enough population purely north of

25 Happy Valley, so it does come down to essentially the
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1 county island to pick up that extra population, but

2 it's, essentially, Happy Valley north is Mesquite.

3           Then, in plan One, what happened is the

4 district originally -- now, pursuant to the Council's

5 direction, Willow just moved up north to pick up that

6 extra population.  So you can see kind of in the middle

7 on the south edge of this proposed Willow is the old

8 border of Mesquite.  So you can see how there's

9 essentially two districts up there.  Ironwood stays

10 largely where it is.  It picks up what used to be

11 Willow piece coming up north.

12           And then down south, the three districts

13 expand -- they are all short on population, so they

14 expand to really fill what used to be the old Willow

15 District.  You can see Palo Verde coming up to the

16 northeast.  Pine comes up straight.

17           Acacia is our primary concern in terms of the

18 Federal Voting Rights Act, because that is where you

19 have your largest ability to elect among the -- what

20 the Voting Right Act calls the protected class; in this

21 case, the Latino population.  We carefully looked at

22 that.  It was underpopulated, and there were no

23 similarly heavily Hispanic neighborhoods nearby that we

24 could add in to keep the numbers as high as they were

25 in the current districts, so we have done the best
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1 possible job given the available math.  And so you can

2 see how Acacia picks up a little bit.  It does come

3 over to the east to pick up that population and that

4 arm that used to come down around the east side there.

5           And then Pine comes up, it kind of squeezes

6 to the west of Acacia; and that is entirely because of

7 the effort to comply with Voting Rights Act Section 5

8 and avoid retrogression.  So that is what is driving

9 Pine's limited options in terms of where it can pick up

10 population.

11           So that's a quick spin around plan One.

12           Plan Two, starting north again, Mesquite is

13 the same as it was in plan One.  Essentially, Happy

14 Valley and the county island is the borders.  In this

15 case, though, this plan takes a different approach.

16 And this is what NDC tries to do.  We are not really

17 deciding anything; we are giving you the options and

18 saying "Here are your choices" to all of the

19 policymakers.

20           So this is another approach.  Rather than

21 moving an entire district up north, this is where

22 Ironwood and Willow both go up north to pick up that

23 extra population.  You can see Ironwood keeps Westbrook

24 Village, but, essentially, everything else from

25 Ironwood changes.  It gives up -- the area south of
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1 Westbrook Village now is entirely north of Westbrook

2 Village.  Willow comes up to the east of Westbrook

3 Village.  This is a narrow little neck, but it's

4 necessary to go through there in order to keep

5 Westbrook Village together.  And then Willow keeps

6 essentially what is the southern portion of current

7 Willow together.

8           Palo Verde comes up in this case and fills in

9 where Ironwood used to be.  And, again, Pine angles up

10 and in a slightly different approach.  Rather than

11 being narrow and expanding when you get above Grand, in

12 this case it stays below Grand and just takes

13 everything below Grand that is west of Acacia.  And

14 Acacia is a slightly different configuration here, but

15 the same general goals are in place here.  So that's a

16 quick spin around plan Two.

17           And then the last plan forwarded by the

18 Council last meeting is plan Eight.  This one added the

19 additional criteria of trying to take into account all

20 the previous criteria that we all talked about and

21 looked at the first set of maps and added to the

22 criteria trying to avoid impairing Councilmembers.  So

23 with that in mind, we redrew this.  And Mesquite is a

24 little bit different.  It's north of Pinnacle Peak

25 there, but it's the county island.  Then Willow in this
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1 case doesn't move entirely north.  What it does in this

2 plan is it keeps a neck coming down on the east side of

3 Ironwood to ensure that we are not impairing any

4 incoming Councilmembers; so it picks up a little bit of

5 old Willow, kind of up along the edge of Ironwood, just

6 like current Willow does, and then gets all the new

7 population north of Westbrook Village.  And the

8 proposed Ironwood now comes north of Westbrook Village

9 as well but primarily stays in its current borders.

10 Westbrook Village is again united.

11           And then in the south, it's similar to plan

12 One, filling in the space of current Willow down below

13 Bell, but it doesn't fill in quite as much.  So you can

14 see Palo Verde comes up and picks up a lot of the

15 population down there.  Pine comes across.  Acacia is

16 very similar to this, plan One.  And again, Acacia.

17 There is not a lot of variety in these plans because of

18 the retrogression issue.  We are looking very carefully

19 at complying with section 5 of the federal laws, so our

20 option in Acacia are fairly limited.

21           That's a quick spin through the three plans.

22           In terms of public input, there has been a

23 lot.  My appreciation to the city clerk's office who

24 has just been inundated with comments and done a

25 phenomenal job of keeping track of it all and posting
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1 it all online and tallying it all up.  I think we were

2 at 1100 comments before today, and there was a whole

3 'nother stack of comments that came in today.  You all

4 have seen the packet.  It has the individual comments,

5 and then it also tallies up the comments on each plans.

6           One general comment on this.  Obviously, most

7 of the comments have focused, especially since the

8 three plans were forwarded, on concept One or concept

9 Eight.  And one thing I do want to clarify, because

10 this question comes up a lot.  This isn't a survey; it

11 is not a vote of the people; this is information given

12 to you.  And the goal of public input is to help shape

13 your decision, as it is on every issue.  So people in

14 public input issues always ask, "Well, what if we have

15 more input than the other plans?  Shouldn't it be

16 adopted?"  And, no, it's just like on any City policy

17 issue.  The public is heard.  Each of you assigns

18 whatever weight you decide to assign to public input.

19 Is it more important to be thoughtful, or to have a lot

20 of people, or vote?  That is your decision, but it is

21 very good for the people to share that and provide this

22 information so you can make that decision.

23           So that is a quick spin through this.  I want

24 to leave time for public comment and any questions you

25 may have and if you have any questions at this point.
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1           MAYOR BARRETT:  My suggestion is if we have

2 questions, ask them now, then we will have public

3 comment, then talk, try to reach consensus.

4           Questions?

5           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Yes.  I have another map

6 that is titled Aames Version Four that I just received.

7 Can you address that map?

8           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  Yes.  Throughout this

9 process, we have put out what is called a public

10 participation kit that the public can use to draw

11 plans, and we received a number of those.  And our

12 approach has always been -- and we use the same

13 approach here in Peoria of Councilmembers -- while you,

14 the policymaker, has the ultimate decision, you are

15 also members of the public and have every right to

16 submit a plan.

17           So this is a plan that came through the

18 public participation kit process.  As we do with any

19 member of the public, we drew the lines requested and

20 went back and forth and revised it as they asked for,

21 but it is part of the public input in this process.

22 Obviously, it is from Councilmember Aames, so I will

23 defer if he wants to add any thoughts on it, but it is

24 a map of the public; it is not a map that NDC drew

25 subject to Council's direction.  It is more of a public
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1 participation.

2           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  May I respond?

3           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Sure.

4           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, I drew this map,

5 and it's in relationship to map Eight.  If map Eight

6 were chosen by the Council -- I don't know if it will

7 be -- I feel it's an improvement to the current map

8 Eight, because it keeps Willow District a little bit

9 more whole, including where it already goes up.  It

10 captures all of that.  Pretty much keeps the same

11 elsewhere and then a little shifting between Ironwood

12 and Willow up near the top.

13           That's correct, right, as you recall?

14           MR. JOHNSON:  I can bring that it up.  Off

15 the top of my head --

16           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Okay.  So that's why

17 you have it.

18           MAYOR BARRETT:  Let me see if I can bring

19 clarity to this.  If map Eight is -- whichever map is

20 selected tonight, we then get to, quote, tweak it.  Is

21 that correct?

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  That's actually our hope

23 is that the Council could come to general consensus on

24 a essentially preferred draft at this point; that then

25 we could focus on making small edits and looking
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1 exactly where the lines go in different places; because

2 if we are trying to make small edits to three maps,

3 that's a lot.  It's better to focus on the big picture.

4           MAYOR BARRETT:  So his suggestion for minor

5 changes to map number Eight we will discuss after we

6 make consensus on which map we pick.

7           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  That is my

8 understanding, yes.

9           MAYOR BARRETT:  Is everybody clear on that?

10           Dave is next, then Joan.

11           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Tweaking is pretty

12 common at the end of the process, is it not, for these

13 types of things?

14           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, yes.  Definitely.  One of

15 the things that we view as our signature is the process

16 starts with consultant's drafts, and those maps have

17 all been changed over time and eventually become the

18 community's plans.

19           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  One of the things

20 that was most important to me and many on the Council

21 was -- and the community, obviously -- was making sure

22 the communities of interest be kept together as much as

23 possible.  Your company created nine maps.  Do you feel

24 that all nine maps were successful in keeping

25 communities of interest, by and large, together?
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1           MR. JOHNSON:  Well, I guess I would rephrase

2 it, from our perspective, we are trying to implement

3 all the criteria and balance the criteria as best we

4 can.  The maps differ.  And this is a decision for all

5 to make in that there was one set of criteria for the

6 first two maps, then an altered set of criteria for the

7 third map.  So our approach to the maps differed.

8           We think each of them, you know, was the best

9 job we could do to meet those criteria.  Whether it's

10 the best for the community is a decision for you.

11           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Well, you mean --

12 best for the community, best for communities of

13 interest?  For instance, in my district, it was really

14 important to me and many of my constituents that

15 Westbrook Village Phase One and Phase Two stay

16 together, and many of my constituents said it's

17 important that Desert Harbor stay together, and so on

18 and so forth.  And throughout the city, there were

19 other communities of interest.  And that was a charge

20 to you and a result from a lot of public comment that

21 we wanted to make those kinds of things stay together.

22           Do you feel that you have accomplished that

23 to the best --

24           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  Yes, to the best of our

25 ability within the plans.  And, you know, certainly, if
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1 we split Westbrook Village, we might not be admitted

2 into this building tonight; so yes.

3           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Wouldn't have made it

4 out.

5           MR. JOHNSON:  That's a good point too.

6           So we have -- and I think, to a large extent,

7 yes, those are all communities that -- (coughing in

8 audience, inaudible.)

9           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  And to be fair, there

10 were other communities that would have been just as

11 interested as Westbrook Village.

12           MR. JOHNSON:  Certainly.

13           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Thank you very much.

14           MAYOR BARRETT:  Ms. Evans?

15           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Did you in fact -- you

16 obviously got Aames Version Four.  And I just want this

17 to be out in the public, because it came to me, so I

18 really want to make sure that that's out.

19           Mr. Aames, did you suggest it be called Evans

20 One in one of your e-mails?

21           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES: I believe I did say

22 that, and -- but we didn't call it that.  No.

23           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  No.

24           Mr. Aames chose to call it Evans One, and I

25 want to make it really clear to our listening public
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1 and to my fellow Councilmembers, I never at any time

2 submitted a plan to you, nor will I, and I was

3 adamantly opposed to coming out with three more areas

4 with one saving anyone in particular.  And one that has

5 been selected has a very tiny corner that represents my

6 small neighborhood.  And I just want the public to know

7 that was never an Evans plan nor an Evans desire.

8           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

9           Mr. Aames?

10           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I think that in terms

11 of communities of interest, at this point, the

12 important thing is the three that we have for

13 consideration, all of those, as I look at them, did

14 keep communities of interest, smaller ones and larger

15 ones.

16           You feel they didn't?  Well, then we --

17           MAYOR BARRETT:  This is not appropriate at

18 this point in time, please.

19           Any other questions or comments?  Seeing

20 none, we will go to the public comments.  Thank you

21 very much.  Don't go away.

22           First speaker is Christian Williams.  As he

23 comes down, I want you to note that you have three

24 minutes to speak.  The clock is up over the door here.

25           I will not tolerate any personal attacks.
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1           CHRISTIAN WILLIAMS:  Hello.  My name is

2 Christian Williams.  I live in the Ironwood District

3 currently, and I have lived in Peoria since 1992, when

4 I was five years old.  I have watched this process go

5 on since last year.  And I wanted to comment on the

6 last three maps and first six maps and the definition

7 of "communities of interest."

8           I do believe that communities of interest

9 have been kept together.  However, I don't think that

10 they have been kept together in respect to the other

11 communities of interest around them, and particularly

12 with the last three maps.  They took Councilmembers and

13 artificially inserted them in other areas of the city,

14 which, granted, Tierra Norte -- or Desert Harbor was

15 kept together.  You have placed Tierra Norte in a

16 district that is nowhere near it, which I don't agree

17 with.

18           And I don't agree with the manner in which,

19 at the last meeting, you guys decided to name the

20 districts because in essentially naming the district

21 south of Bell Road Willow Dis- -- or -- pardon me --

22 Palo Verde District, you essentially have drawn

23 Mrs. Evans out, and she has just as much constituents

24 in that area as you do, Mr. Aames; so I don't

25 appreciate the naming method and claiming that you
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1 should be entitled to a term limit, because I feel as

2 though she has just as many constituents in that

3 neighborhood.

4           And I think the fair thing to do would be

5 that if maps One or Two were to be selected, where

6 Mrs. Evans were drawn out of her own district because

7 the Council decided last week -- or at the last meeting

8 to name the districts arbitrarily, that you should --

9 or Councilmembers should resign so that the two

10 Councilmembers can actually go back out to the

11 constituents and decide who is the best man or woman to

12 represent that district.

13           So that's my comment.  And at the current

14 maps, I prefer map One.  I don't prefer the last three

15 maps at all, so -- I don't prefer map Eight at all

16 because I feel like it artificially moves

17 representatives up north, and I feel these represent --

18 the residents who live between Happy Valley and

19 Beardsley are entitled to a representative who lives in

20 their community.  That's my comment.  Thank you.

21           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.

22           Next is Dick -- I apologize when I

23 mispronounce names -- Feyrer?

24           DICK FEYRER:  I'm Dick Feyrer, and I didn't

25 think I would be drawn back into governmental affairs
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1 so soon after retiring from Peoria two years ago.

2           I was an editor of one kind or another for 23

3 years of Wisconsin's largest daily newspaper after 19

4 years of reporting on governmental affairs there.  I

5 know a political boondoggle when I see one, so here I

6 am to protest.  Wisconsin has a long history of having

7 courts redraw Congressional districts, so I am very

8 aware of the financial drain legal fights can provide

9 over problems caused by various monkeyshines and

10 gerrymandering.

11           Recently, the respected political online

12 magazine Slate put Arizona on its List of Shame,

13 finding Representative Trent Franks' district the

14 second most gerrymandered congressional district in the

15 nation.  Check this out at www.slate.com.  Wait until

16 they hear about what's likely to take place here

17 tonight, which I assure you they will.  I predict you

18 are all about to put Arizona back into the national

19 spotlight, this time for the indefensible ultramanic

20 district's design.  I believe most of your latest plans

21 stand no chance of surviving the challenge from

22 do-gooder groups such as the Goldwater Foundation,

23 League of Women Voters, Public Policy Forum, and so on,

24 on the issue of compactness.

25           Your own debates, specifically the
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1 instruction to your consultant to prepare additional

2 maps to try to preserve your political butts, could

3 easily become your undoing in court.

4           Speaking of politics, I would like to quote

5 one of the greater minds of the 20th Century, who

6 define politics as the art of looking for trouble,

7 finding it, misdiagnosing it, and then misapplying the

8 wrong remedies.  Okay, okay, that's Groucho Marx, but

9 it definitely seems to fit well tonight.

10           Thank you very much.

11           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

12           Next up is Joe Pfeiff?

13           JOE PFEIFF:  My name is Joe Pfeiff.  I would

14 like to express my deep concern over the actions of

15 several members of the Council, those who voted to add

16 additional redistrict maps in order to retain their

17 seats on the Council.

18           As you know, one of the additional maps, map

19 Eight, is under consideration today.  Map Eight may not

20 be illegal, but it may; but it's clearly a blatant use

21 of gerrymandering to seek and retain political power.

22 Usurping the open and fair progress or process which

23 has been established to create a new district map is

24 based on no more than purely selfish interests.

25           Of the remaining maps, I do support map One,
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1 but I would respect the Council even more if they would

2 reconsider maps Four and Five, two other maps prepared

3 by the National Demographics Corporation which have

4 been examined and commented on throughout the process.

5           Map Eight, however, should be tossed and

6 disemboweled tonight.  We need to remember the

7 redistricting process was established for the good of

8 all Peoria citizens.  The consideration of map Eight

9 makes a mockery of that process and fuels the citizens

10 of those who say that all politicians are in it for

11 themselves.  Personally, I have expected better of

12 politicians, including our Councilmembers, and have

13 seen many instances where they have worked unselfishly

14 to put the interests of the entire community first,

15 contrary to the cynical view many hold of public

16 officials; but in this case, I am disappointed with the

17 actions of several Councilmembers who appear determined

18 to fulfill the negative stereotype too many people have

19 of politicians.

20           What this boils down to is simple:  Map Eight

21 is the best for four members of the Council.  Map One

22 is best for the 154,000 citizens of Peoria.  Thank you.

23           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.  Next is

24 Karen Garbe.

25           KAREN GARBE:  I was surprised when I heard
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1 that Peoria City Council, voting four to three, asking

2 for new additional redistricting maps that would keep

3 the current six Councilmembers in their districts.  I

4 had attendance of the first redistricting meetings,

5 before any maps were even drawn, where the consulting

6 firm that was hired by the City went over the process,

7 stated the federal government guidelines and the

8 criteria that the Council felt was important.  They

9 asked that the public let them know about

10 neighborhoods, HOAs, school districts that the public

11 felt should be remaining in the same districts, not

12 divided between two districts.

13           I specifically remember the question being

14 asked, "Will where current Councilmembers live be taken

15 into consideration when you develop the new district

16 maps?"  Their answer was, "The Council could have made

17 that part of the criteria, but they chose not to make

18 it part of the criteria," just as they had done in the

19 past redistricting.

20           So when Councilman Aames asked for the three

21 additional maps to be drawn up to take into

22 consideration where each Councilmember lived, I

23 couldn't believe what I was hearing.  He, along with

24 other Councilmembers, attended the same meetings that I

25 had attended, heard the same criteria that I had heard.
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1 It shouldn't have been any surprise that two

2 Councilmembers would be in the same district with the

3 population moving north of Bell.  Six of seven

4 Councilmembers live south of Bell.  What did you think

5 would happen?

6           Every Councilperson, including Councilman Ron

7 Aames, had the full contract to read before the

8 consulting firm was hired where the criteria was

9 clearly stated.  There was ample time to add where the

10 current Councilmembers lived as part of the original

11 criteria or contract for drawing the original six

12 redistricting maps.  To change the criteria at such a

13 late date gives way to the speculation as to why it's

14 so important to keep all six current Councilmembers in

15 their current districts, or what could be called their

16 districts, no matter how chopped up the districts

17 become.

18           And why would it be awful for Peoria if two

19 Councilmembers had to run against each other?  What you

20 as Councilmembers will answer tonight with your vote is

21 which map has the best-drawn districts for the entire

22 City of Peoria or the map that is best for you.  Thank

23 you.

24           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.

25           Next is Eva Osuna, and she is going to need a
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1 microphone.  She is in the back.

2           While we are getting her set up, David Evans.

3 We will come back to you, Eva, in just a moment.

4           DAVID EVANS:  My name is David Evans, closely

5 related to Councilwoman Evans of the Willow District.

6           And just one of the things that came up,

7 Councilman Aames would, at different public meetings,

8 mention that he wanted the people who had voted for him

9 before to have the opportunity to have their vote

10 honored in the future.  And in looking at the numbers,

11 it turns out that, under plan Eight, 37 percent of the

12 people who had been in the district before would be in

13 his district in plan Eight.

14           But in plan One, the way the districts are

15 named, 44 percent of the people who were in his

16 district before would be in his district with plan One;

17 so under the things that Councilman Aames said his

18 preference should be for plan One, because more of the

19 people that voted for him before would have the

20 opportunity to vote for him again.

21           And so even though my wife would have to

22 leave the Council for two years -- and we are not going

23 to move even though, you know, she would be off the

24 Council for two years, you know, may or may not choose

25 to run again, although I think she will, she still
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1 favors plan One, because it really does give very

2 compact districts all the way through the city.  And

3 so, you know, that would be my recommendation also.

4 Thank you.

5           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.  Are we set up for

6 Eva?  Thank you very much.

7           The next speaker.

8           EVA OSUNA:  Mayor and Council, thank you for

9 the accommodation.  (Background noise, inaudible) the

10 Acacia District.  I have served on City committees.  I

11 support the City and City Council and staff.  I

12 volunteer and give back to the community.  I do the

13 best to stay abreast of what is going on in my

14 community and my government.  I voted in every

15 election.  I do my civic duty, and I take it seriously.

16 I am civically engaged.

17           Encouraging Peoria citizens to be civically

18 engaged is this City Council's goal, and in keeping

19 with this goal, the City held a conference on

20 November 4, 2010.  Peoria partnered with a company and

21 offered an all-day conference teaching participants how

22 to be civically engaged.  Many of us participated in

23 the conference, the census committee, and the

24 redistricting process, taking time away from our

25 families and personal time.  We are actively engaged.
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1 Yet we find ourselves here today over the motion made

2 by Councilmembers to disregard the choice the Peoria

3 citizens made regarding the redistricting process.  The

4 motion disregarded the fundamental process of being

5 civic-minded and engaged and having our Councilmembers

6 listen to us.

7           The motion made by Councilmembers to overturn

8 and disregard citizen choices regarding the

9 redistricting issue is the reason I get the response

10 from my fellow citizens to the question, "Why don't you

11 get involved with the city issues?"  The response is,

12 "I don't get involved because the City will do what

13 they want anyway."

14           The action Councilmembers took on the

15 redistricting issue discourages civic engagement.  It

16 completely contradicts the Council's goal of civic

17 engagement.  Incumbent security has been stated as a

18 reason for the motion for additional maps, and that

19 Mesa and Glendale consider incumbents' residency.  We

20 are not Mesa.  We are not Glendale.  We are Peoria.

21 The Council has asked for citizen engagement, and

22 Peoria citizens have responded.

23           In closing, if there is any legal way to

24 rescind the motion for the additional maps or make a

25 motion to overturn the vote, I am urging this Council
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1 to do so and bring back the original maps chosen by the

2 engaged citizens.  If that is not an option, I

3 encourage you to vote for map number One.  Uphold the

4 goals of this Council and stand firm with your

5 civically engaged constituents.

6           Thank you for the opportunity.

7           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

8           Next is Lynda Reithmann.

9           LYNDA REITHMANN:  Good evening.

10           The redistricting process was supposed to be

11 about the next ten years for over 155,000 Peoria

12 residents.  Instead, the process has been highjacked by

13 four Councilmembers who have forgotten the meaning of

14 the phrase "public servant."  Let me remind you that

15 "public servant" is described as a service performed

16 for the benefit of the public.  It does not read "for

17 the benefit of four Councilmembers."  Your behavior is

18 perpetuating public opinion about dirty politics.

19           Over the course of the few weeks, you have

20 managed to insult NDC representatives, your own city

21 staff, your own city attorney, and the Peoria residents

22 to whom you are sworn to serve.  You have violated a

23 legal contract that you approved through your vote, a

24 contract that reads, and I quote, "The residences of

25 incumbent Councilmembers will not be a consideration in
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1 the development of district plans."

2           Because of the phrase that's included in the

3 contract, again, that you approved through your vote,

4 map number Eight should not even be under consideration

5 right now.  It's illegal.  You have no right to

6 circumvent the legal contract, and you have no right to

7 ignore the wishes of the people.  The only maps that

8 should be under consideration tonight are the three

9 maps that received the most vote from the original six

10 maps that were produced through public input.

11           The people have spoken loud and clear.  The

12 question is are you listening, or are you going to

13 continue down the path of self-serving political games?

14           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.  Tom Reithmann.

15           TOM REITHMANN:  Thank you.

16           On the screen, you have the original

17 gerrymanderer.  200 years ago, there was a corrupt

18 mayor and governor of Massachusetts named Jerry who

19 redistributed a map, and a political cartoonist put

20 wings and a mouth and claws on it, but, basically, it

21 is a large snakelike semicircle around the outside of

22 Boston.

23           If we look at map Eight and we look at zone

24 B, which now is called Willow, it actually does the

25 same thing.  It's amazing.  200 years, and we are doing
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1 the same thing.  In fact, we are two parts of that

2 Council district that are only joined in a single

3 point.  You cannot walk from part of that district B to

4 the other part without crossing through a major

5 intersection diagonally.  It is ridiculous.

6           I am sure that the Justice Department will be

7 looking at these hearings and looking at our maps

8 because, certainly, there is no reason for not having

9 compactness as one of the criteria, and I think that

10 this will be renaming, instead of the Jerry -- Governor

11 Jerry and the salamander, we'll do something with

12 Peoria snake or something like that, and we will be

13 making history right here in Peoria, unfortunately.

14 Thank you.

15           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.

16           Pamela Potter.

17           PAM POTTER:  Mr. Mayor, City Councilmembers,

18 I guess it had to be a diamondback if it's Arizona,

19 right?

20           You know, at the last meeting I was at, it

21 occurred to me that we got the census data a day or two

22 before the meeting, and many, many residents spent time

23 putting together maps to give to the company.  When we

24 got to the meeting to give our input, the first six

25 maps were drawn.  And so that suggested to me that
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1 those six maps should be invalid, because they didn't

2 take into account reasonable citizenship input.

3           And at the last meeting I was at, somebody

4 from the company remarked that some of them were -- you

5 know, they were way off.  Well, yes, they were way off

6 because we didn't have the data yet.  So it seems to me

7 that they drew these maps before citizens had an

8 chance.  That's One through Six.

9           The other thing I'm thinking is I think that

10 the reason this is to difficult is that maybe none of

11 the maps works very well.  That may be the other

12 problem is they just don't work.  And, you know, Peoria

13 is tough, because we have got rivers, and we got county

14 lands, and we got -- you know, Glendale and Peoria kind

15 of do snake around.  It's not easy.  I spent a lot of

16 time working on those maps.  It's not easy to put

17 together a map that really works.  And it's possible

18 the reason no one really likes any of the maps

19 especially is they don't work very well.  And I don't

20 know if you have to choose a map or if you can go back

21 to the drawing board and maybe come up with something

22 better.  But that may be part of the problem is that

23 the maps just -- they are just not right.

24           But in my mind, I have to disagree with

25 everybody else.  Since I don't believe there was
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1 sufficient citizen input, I would say the only ones

2 that had time for input were Seven, Eight, and Nine,

3 and Seven and Nine were completely ridiculous, and

4 Eight, I would say, is the best choice, only because it

5 does leave people where they belong; but I think Eight

6 could use a lot of tweaking to make it work, and I

7 don't know if that's a possibility or not.

8           In other words, take something and make it

9 work rather than sticking with just what we have.

10 Thank you.

11           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

12           Next, Joe McCord.

13           JOE McCORD:  Mr. Mayor, ladies, gentlemen,

14 today the City of Peoria is at a crossroads.  A vital

15 decision is in your hands.  Will you continue the path

16 that Peoria has followed for decades of being a

17 well-run, well-administered, well-led city, or are you

18 going to strike off in a new direction, maybe leading

19 into some dark and unknown areas, risking serious

20 consequences?

21           Look, this has never been done before in

22 Peoria.  This city has redistricted itself three times.

23 Each time, one Councilman lost his district, but none

24 of them ever complained and none of them tried to

25 change the process.  They accepted what was good for
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1 the city, if not for themselves.  And we all know why

2 we are here today.  I'm not going to replow that

3 ground.

4           We're at this juncture because the original

5 six maps didn't preserve incumbents that some people

6 think that they should have; so you forced a new map

7 which protected posteriors.

8           But let's look at what this new map would do.

9 Previously, Dr. Aames accused me of using hyperbole in

10 my descriptions.  Today I will not be hyperbolic.  I

11 will not use the word "abomination," "disaster," and

12 "train wreck" to describe plan Eight.  If others choose

13 to use those words, I can't do anything about that.

14 People can see for themselves what plan Eight looks

15 like.

16           If plan Eight is adopted, you can expect

17 political repercussions.  People who are angry now will

18 become even more so.  Gentlemen, I guarantee you if you

19 choose plan Eight, your opponents in the next election

20 will beat you over the heads with it and rip you to

21 pieces with it.

22           What are the alternatives?  Well, plan Two

23 has serious problems, and I adopt that none of you will

24 vote for it.

25           Plan One, though not my first choice, is the
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1 only defensible one today.  It gives you gentlemen

2 everything you asked for.  It's the most fair of the

3 remaining three.  The worst part of plan One is it

4 eliminates Joan Evans' district, and that's a shame.

5 However, to her great credit, Joan has accepted the

6 consequences of plan One, just like her predecessors,

7 and has said that for the good of the city, she will

8 give up her district.  Because of that, she stands tall

9 today and is worthy of praise.  Joanie, I salute you.

10           The comment has been made that some

11 Councilmembers, for the next few years, represent

12 people who didn't vote for them.  So what?  You weren't

13 elected just to represent the people who voted for you;

14 you were elected to represent all the people of Peoria.

15 The argument of only representing those people is

16 disingenuous at worst, specious at best, and holds

17 about as much water as a sieve.

18           Gentlemen, vote for plan One.  Of the three

19 choices, it is the one that will keep us out of court;

20 it preserves your seats; it's good for the city; except

21 for Joan, it's a fair choice; it's the most honorable

22 choice; it's in your best interests.  I strongly urge

23 you to vote for plan One.

24           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

25           Mr. Steve Poe.
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1           STEVE POE:  Good evening, Mayor and Council.

2           My name is Steve Poe, and I don't often do

3 this, because I can remember, 20 years ago, sitting in

4 those seats thinking, "Why are these old-timers

5 meddling in current Council business when they don't

6 know all the background facts?  Well, here it is, I'm

7 an old-timer, and what I have read in the local press

8 and what I hear on the street is not good.  Both make

9 Peoria look bad, not as bad as Glendale, but bad,

10 nevertheless.

11           It appears, if news reports are accurate,

12 that my Councilmember didn't read the contract proposal

13 with NDC, because it was on the consent agenda.  I

14 don't need to waste your time telling you why I think

15 this lapse is a lapse of duty.  I do, however, question

16 the judgment of some of the other Councilmembers, at

17 least a couple of whom I served with or have known for

18 15 or 20 years and have thought of as very fine public

19 servants.  Do they admit not knowing that their current

20 residents will not be considered was in the contract,

21 or do they have other non-publicized reasons for

22 changing the rules in midstream?

23           If blaming the city attorney or the city

24 manager assuages their guilt for this fiasco, I'm sure

25 these two gentlemen have served this purpose before and
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1 can stand the heat; but the public deserves to know if

2 your own self-preservation is the real reason for the

3 bad perception created by your insistence on spending

4 additional public dollars and ordering new maps to add

5 to the nearly completed process.  We await a proper

6 explanation.

7           Thank you.

8           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

9           Next up is Jan Wilson.

10           JAN WILSON:  Mayor Barrett and

11 Councilmembers, thank you folks so much for having us

12 here this evening.

13           I have been very involved in Peoria as well

14 as in the school district for many years.  I did attend

15 the first meetings, and it's really sad to see, when we

16 have people that come out and give their time and

17 express their opinions, that then those opinions are

18 tossed aside.  I have seen that happen many times, and

19 that gives people a sense of feeling very apathetic of

20 "Why should I volunteer, and why should I step out

21 there and give my opinion?"

22           I do previously feel that map Five was our

23 best map.  It's sad now to see that it's thrown out.

24 Mrs. Evans is my Councilwoman, and I have a strong

25 respect for her.  Map One now, unfortunately, is the
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1 best map, even though that does put Mrs. Evans out of

2 our district there.

3           I would say that there is a lot of people --

4 the Council -- some of the Councilmembers seem to be

5 very concerned that their constituents will not be

6 within their district should they be redistricted.  The

7 harsh truth of the reality is if you would poll a lot

8 of citizens, they don't even know who their

9 Councilmember is, which is a real sad state of affairs,

10 but it is actually a fact.

11           I would strongly urge that we do not address

12 map Eight.  And, all of a sudden, we have like a

13 revision of map Eight that I guess we might call map

14 Nine.  I would strongly urge we bring back map Five of

15 the original package that received many, many votes.  I

16 did do a public request today to find out what the

17 voting is with the IP addresses, particularly for map

18 Eight, because there has been some concern from people

19 saying that, you know, we have been stuffing the ballot

20 box, so to speak.

21           I really appreciate all the Councilmembers,

22 and I would just urge that we do bring back map number

23 Five and readdress this issue.  Thank you.

24           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

25           Kathy Knecht.
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1           KATHY KNECHT:  Good evening, Mayor and

2 Councilmembers.  I'm here representing Team Knecht

3 here.  I brought my family.  We, in fact, are a very

4 happy Willow family, and we have been very pleased with

5 the representation that we have received from

6 Councilwoman Evans.  I realize that the maps considered

7 tonight will likely eliminate her seat, but I commend

8 her for not trying to manipulate the process for her

9 own personal benefit.  As disappointed as we are at the

10 prospect of losing a Councilmember that we respect and

11 support, it is much more important to us that our city

12 leaders act in a selfless manner for the good of the

13 entire city.  We hope that that kind of integrity will

14 be utilized when you make your final decision.

15           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.

16           Armando Macias.

17           ARMANDO MACIAS:  Thank you, Mayor Barrett and

18 Councilmembers, for giving me the opportunity to

19 address you.

20           I'm here to support the citizens of Peoria.

21 I'm not here to speak against anybody, but what I do

22 want to say is that I admire you for your position and

23 your demeanor throughout this whole process.

24           What I do want to say is is it in the best

25 interests of Peoria to do what is best for
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1 Councilmembers or to do what is best for the citizens

2 of Peoria?

3           As an educator, I want to ask all of you that

4 are involved in this process, would I be able to invite

5 you into my classroom and teach a civics lesson and

6 address my children and tell them, "You know what?  The

7 political process works for you.  You are the future of

8 the city.  You are the future of the state and

9 country"?  Would each one of you be able to look the

10 children in their eyes and say, "Absolutely," or would

11 you walk away thinking, "You know what?  Maybe what I

12 did wasn't the best for the citizens of Peoria."  So we

13 need to go beyond what is best for you as individuals

14 and do what is best for the future of Peoria.

15           That's what I have to say.  And thank you.

16           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.

17           Dick Turbin.

18           Fred Olsen.

19           FRED OLSEN:  Good evening, Council and Mayor.

20 I just have a few quick words.

21           The redistricting should not be about

22 Councilmembers.  It should be about the long-term

23 resolution of the population shift in Peoria which, as

24 we all know, has really changed over the last few

25 years.
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1           Defined logical standards concerning

2 redistricting and ignoring citizen input should not be

3 tolerated in this city or by any city.  It just

4 shouldn't.  It has no business in the City Council or

5 state level, for that matter.  So I would just

6 encourage you to revisit maps Three, Four, and Five.

7 Thank you.

8           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

9           That is the end of the comment forms that

10 have been filled out.  Is there anyone else who would

11 care to address this issue?

12           Okay.  Thank you very much.

13           Questions or comments from the Council?

14           Mr. Aames?

15           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah.  I appreciate

16 everyone's comments.  There are some things that were

17 said that I think were stated in the newspaper that

18 really weren't true, and I want to give you my

19 viewpoint about not disenfranchising voters.

20           First up, I'm going to read some of this so

21 that there's no confusion.  As we all know, Peoria is

22 redistricting to be compliant with the 2010 population

23 numbers.

24           Our U.S. Constitution stipulates that

25 defining new districts is a legislative responsibility.
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1 While redistricting doesn't go to the voter, citizen

2 input is often sought by cities primarily to see if

3 there are communities or neighborhoods that want to

4 remain whole regarding Council representation.

5           Six maps were initially drawn and actually

6 viewed by a small number of Peoria citizens, maybe even

7 fewer than the number in this room, because I went to

8 two of those.  I didn't go to the third, so I guess I

9 can't add them all up, but one only had five or six

10 people.  One had -- this was looking at all the six

11 maps.  And, you know, one maybe had 15.  So one of the

12 things that is not correct is to make the impression

13 that, you know, hundreds and hundreds of citizens

14 looked at these initial maps.

15           I have some comments here about the Peoria

16 Republic calling four of us egocentric rogues.  And

17 maybe some of you feel that way also.  I'm not going to

18 talk so much about that, although I would like to say

19 that the definition of "rogue" is someone who is

20 worthless.  I don't think anyone on this Council is

21 worthless, and I don't think any of you would agree

22 that any of us are worthless.  Isn't that right?  Okay.

23 That was really going overboard.  Many of you gave your

24 opinions.  You didn't go overboard.  Maybe a few of you

25 did in that direction.
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1           And it's incorrect to say -- and it was in

2 the newspaper -- that Peoria staff had been working

3 vigorously to set new boundaries for more than a year.

4 Over the past three months, National Demographic

5 Corporation, the consultant Peoria hired to outline

6 maps, and Doug Johnson, the president is here today,

7 has done some work with staff, and only at the last

8 minute.  And that was presented by one of the citizens

9 here.  In May we started seeing some maps.

10           About that same time, the Council also

11 learned that the city attorney was not correct

12 concerning all the criteria the City Council had to

13 follow to meet U.S. Justice redistricting requirements,

14 including that we couldn't consider where

15 Councilmembers lived.  I brought that up a number of

16 times and I was told no, we couldn't, but I have since

17 learned that we only have to draw contiguous districts;

18 and I think Eight is contiguous.  In fact, it

19 already -- the little diagonal going up above Bell

20 Avenue already exists for the Willow District.  We

21 learned that contiguous districts that are closely

22 equal in population size, and keep minority groups

23 together, and we have learned from our consultant that

24 all of the maps do that.  They are not going to be

25 rejected by the Justice Department, because those are
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1 the things it considers.

2           And while interested citizens, city staff and

3 consultants don't define the maps, the Council is

4 interested in their ideas; particularly, the Council

5 did get input from Peoria citizens, some who wanted and

6 some who didn't want to see additional maps.  And the

7 voting -- I shouldn't call it voting; it's a

8 preference -- just came in about map One versus map

9 Six, and we had 60 people who wanted -- excuse me --

10 map One and map Eight.  60 said their preference was

11 Eight; 43 said their preference was One.  I'm not want

12 one to put, you know, that much credence in this,

13 because these aren't statistically valid numbers for a

14 lot of reasons, and our attorney has said that a number

15 of times in meetings with citizens.

16           I personally -- and this is where I come

17 from.  I personally do not want to disenfranchise

18 voters by drawing maps that completely move

19 Councilmembers out of their district where they were

20 duly elected into other geography in the city where no

21 voters elected them.  Citizens sometimes think that if

22 an elected official is drawn out of a district -- I

23 think a lot of you have now seen that that's not

24 true -- she or he is no longer elected; but that isn't

25 how voting works in America.
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1           Elected officials remain in newly created

2 districts, where no one voted for them, for the

3 remainder of their term, which, for three of the

4 current Councilmembers, when we started, would have

5 been three and a half more years, and three others one

6 and a half more years.  And the example has been

7 brought up about Joan.  That's the way one of the

8 districts was defined.  Since then, we have redefined

9 that district as Palo Verde, but if we would have

10 defined it as Willow -- and I live in that same

11 geography as Councilwoman Evans, and Willow is up for

12 election in a year, year and a half in terms of

13 serving, and if I went head to head against her --

14 which I could have done, because there is an exception

15 to the resign to run rule that is in terms of

16 redistricting -- and I had won that district, the

17 actual Palo Verde now, which would have been up north,

18 would not have any representative, and then the Council

19 would have to choose someone.  That's not right in

20 voting, that the Council chooses who their

21 representative is.

22           Many Cities -- in fact, I can't -- I couldn't

23 find any -- I went on the internet, and -- including

24 Mesa and Glendale, stipulate that one of their

25 redistricting criteria that Councilmembers may not be
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1 drawn on the current districts.  Why?  Because they

2 don't want to disenfranchise voters.  Mesa even has

3 this requirement in their city charter, and the

4 Councilmember there I spoke with was adamant that it is

5 a vital part of what voting means in America.  It

6 should be a vital part in Peoria too.  And maybe we

7 will bring that up as a part of charter change; and I

8 guess our attorney can tell us if that's necessary or

9 not in this case, and then voters can decide whether or

10 not it is.

11           And you keep bringing up that the motivation

12 here among four people is that they want to preserve

13 their seat.  Well, two of the four Peoria

14 Councilmembers who requested additional maps, Carlo

15 Leone and Tony Rivero, were at no way at risk of being

16 drawn out of their current districts, so it's really

17 silly to say that that's their motivation.  Myself and

18 Dave Pearson, we have reasons too, but they are not

19 about preserving our incumbency.  And part of our

20 reason is that other maps were requested by the

21 citizens.  A lot of citizens requested other maps.

22           And I may add that, you know, Cathy Carlat

23 was not at risk.  Bob Barrett isn't even in a district,

24 you know?  And we can talk about maybe their interest

25 must have some district.  I don't know because it turns
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1 out -- remember, this was originally in the contract,

2 which was in the fine print, way back over a year ago.

3 And I looked at the contract.  It was hard to find.  We

4 were not told that it was in there.  And when our mayor

5 presented it -- also what was in there is that the

6 Council would determine what the criteria are.  We were

7 never asked to determine what the criteria are.  And

8 when I look at other cities all across the nation, that

9 is the very first thing -- I can read the schedule of

10 things -- the Council will come together and decide

11 what the criteria are.

12           We were told, and I believed it, that we

13 could not consider where Councilmembers lived.  In

14 fact, we can, and cities, as far as I know, almost

15 always do.  And it is because they want to preserve the

16 voting that has already been done.  And, you know, it's

17 hard to see down the road, but you can see strange

18 things happening when you don't do that.

19           The other thing is, I don't want to get into

20 that, but there have been some personal attacks on

21 Councilmembers here, I think right within the Council,

22 but I don't want to get into those.  I think that's for

23 a different discussion.

24           And in terms of this Willow District and its

25 redrawing being gerrymandering, no.  And we have, and
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1 we can hear again, from our consultant that it is a

2 contiguous district.  It works its way up.  It already

3 does that.  It moves across Bell that way.  And it's

4 kind of -- as it was mentioned, we kind of have a

5 hyperpass there because of Westbrook Village.  And we

6 do want Westbrook Village -- a lot of them, I heard --

7 I didn't know -- originally that 300 sent letters to

8 their consultant that they wanted to be maintained.

9 And you heard Councilmember Pearson say that he wanted

10 to do that.  And I think everyone on the Council had

11 one map drawn where they weren't kept whole, and,

12 actually, in terms of moving forward -- moving upward

13 in the district, that may have been a good one, but it

14 violates that request, so we didn't -- we didn't choose

15 that map.

16           Anyway, redistricting processes are iterative

17 and very frequently, across the country, Cities draw

18 additional maps to consider in their decision-making.

19 The four of us are duly-elected representatives of

20 citizens in Peoria fulfilling our legislative duty of

21 drawing maps that we feel are best for the City and all

22 citizens; and if there's a difference of opinion on

23 that in the Council on what is best for the City and

24 all citizens, that's fine; but if there's a consensus

25 one way versus the other, that is the choice that the
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1 Council makes.

2           Those are the points I wanted to make.  I

3 really haven't decided yet how I'm going to vote.

4 However --

5           MAYOR BARRETT:  You can't say that with a

6 straight face.

7           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I can say that with a

8 straight face.

9           Well, you know, I think people -- let me add

10 a little more.  I think, hearing Councilmember Evans --

11 and I know there are a couple Councilmembers here that

12 really felt strongly that everyone should stay in their

13 district because they want to work with all the

14 Councilmembers.  My thing was more about not

15 disenfranchising voters is wide across the country, in

16 cities including Mesa and Glendale.  However, she keeps

17 saying, you know, she doesn't mind that.  I would like

18 to see her stay, you know, because she has done an

19 excellent job with Bell and the sports complex.  She

20 has worked hard on that.  And if she's in this Willow

21 District in map One, she's going to be on -- her

22 husband said that they are not moving.  And that's in a

23 year and a half, that one.  That is part of the reason

24 I chose One and Two rather than some of others, because

25 it put people wholly out of their district for only one
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1 and a half years from this point forward, and people

2 are going to start operating as soon as these maps are

3 drawn; Councilpeople always do, in terms of where their

4 new district is.  It will only put them out for a year

5 and a half rather than three and a half years, which

6 would mean that -- and I did hear one person say here

7 that they want a Councilperson that they vote for.  So

8 it would be three and a half years if it -- if D would

9 have been named Willow rather than Palo Verde.

10           Those are my points.  And I do want to tell

11 you, you know, I am very conscientious Councilmember, I

12 have worked hard on many issues that we have voted on,

13 I have worked vigorously with many citizens, and I

14 think many of them knew that I was interested, maybe,

15 in concept Eight.  They sent their vote in for concept

16 Eight.

17           Thank you very much.  And I appreciate

18 everyone's comment.  We had comments in the earlier

19 session that were more directed toward Eight, and those

20 people have already been here.  Now we have a new group

21 of people here.

22           My closing thing would be that there really

23 is a split on this among citizens about whether or not

24 we should do Eight versus say One or Two.  Thank you.

25           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.  Ms. Evans?
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1           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  We are having a

2 continuation of a study session that we started in the

3 past, correct?  This is just another continuation of

4 that study session.  As such, my suggestion is that we

5 bring back number Five that the citizens -- many of the

6 citizens want.  Actually, I (Applause, the rest of

7 sentence inaudible.)  ...the last time when we were

8 doing our talk, we had Three and Four both up because

9 they had gotten the second-most votes at that point or

10 the most tallies.  And for those of you that weren't

11 present at that, the mayor had gone through and checked

12 to see whether people wanted Three or Four, and

13 everyone responded "Three."  And so then he was ready

14 to move on with One, Three, and Eight; however, there

15 was concern expressed for some people, and out of

16 graciousness, the mayor opened it up some more, and

17 somehow we ended up with One, Two, and Eight, and

18 number Three was not considered; so I would like to

19 bring back number Three and number Five for discussion.

20 Hopefully the people are willing to do that.

21           A second thing is that at one of our

22 meetings, there was a gentleman that reported that what

23 he wanted was for the people to say why they want the

24 one they want and why they don't want the ones they

25 didn't want, and I thought that's a really fair thing
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1 for someone to say.  Why are you doing what you're

2 doing, and why don't you want the other things?  I

3 think that's a real transparent thing for us to say,

4 and I want like to add that piece also.

5           So I'm asking for two things:  Bring back

6 Three and Five and then a real transparent discussion

7 for our reasons for voting how we vote.  Thank you.

8           MAYOR BARRETT.  Thank you.

9           I have a procedural question for you.

10           MR. KEMP:  Yes, Mayor?

11           MAYOR BARRETT:  By consensus, we have

12 narrowed the selections down to One, Two, and Eight.

13 Now, do we now, by consensus, decide whether or not we

14 are going to entertain anything other than One, Two,

15 and Eight?

16           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, yes, you can

17 certainly seek a consensus to bring back other maps;

18 and, obviously, if Council does do that, we will

19 certainly accommodate that consent.  However, Council

20 so directs.

21           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you very much.

22           Do we have consensus to bring back other

23 maps?

24           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  No.

25           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  No.
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1           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  No.

2           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Yes.

3           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Yes.

4           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  No.

5           MAYOR BARRETT:  That's consensus.

6           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  For some reason, four

7 councilmembers just voted no to bring back all of the

8 alternatives that we have before us.  I don't know why.

9 A shake of the head doesn't explain a thing, unless, of

10 course, you are all just concurring with Councilmember

11 Aames and are just saying, "Whatever he said I agree

12 with."  So I guess that's a possibility.

13           But I would like to bring up the fact,

14 especially for citizens at home, that you did not

15 receive this matrix that we received this evening.

16 This is a tally of all of the votes that came in from

17 the citizens, and it shows map number Three with 211

18 votes, map number Four with 208, map number Five with

19 215, and since we are talking about map number Eight,

20 that also includes 60 votes.

21           So I realize that, as Councilmember Aames

22 says, this is not statistically sound; unfortunately, I

23 think the people in this audience and the people who

24 spent their time coming to these meetings and voting

25 for these maps would be a little insulted by being even
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1 referred as a statistic in any, way, shape or form.  We

2 opened the whole process to the public in the City of

3 Peoria, as is our history.  We are a transparent City.

4 We pride ourselves on being a transparent Council.  We

5 opened the process up.  We took your input.  We said we

6 wanted it.

7           Now, for this Council, with a shake of the

8 head, to just say "No, we don't care about these

9 numbers, we don't care about these votes that these

10 people took their time to tally and give to the City of

11 Peoria," it doesn't make any sense to me whatsoever.  I

12 don't know who this Council is anymore if these four

13 people can just shake their head and throw it away,

14 toss it out.

15           I would like to, one more time, ask if you

16 cannot please specify why you are shaking your head,

17 unless it is just in total agreement with Councilmember

18 Aames.  I would like to hear why.  I'm asking the

19 Council.

20           MAYOR BARRETT:  Would anyone care to respond?

21           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I will respond.

22           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  You have already

23 responded.  I specifically am asking the other

24 Councilmembers, unless you are just going to concur

25 with Councilmember Aames -- and if you don't want to
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1 say anything, I will assume that you are -- do you have

2 any reason that you want to give to the people of the

3 city of Peoria to say why you are not concurring at all

4 or giving any weight to their votes?

5           MAYOR BARRETT:  Are you going to respond?

6           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Sure.  This is

7 clearly not a vote.  You keep using the word "vote,"

8 and it is not a vote.  Clearly, it is comments.

9           Secondly, we have a process.  The process has

10 followed through legally.  Every one of the maps that

11 we are asked to look at follow federal guidelines.  And

12 we had a study session in which we were asked by the

13 mayor to narrow down to three maps.  We did that.  I

14 see no reason to widen that number now.  Let's decide

15 on one or more maps to go towards the final decision on

16 July 5th.

17           MAYOR BARRETT:  Thank you.

18           Anyone else care to comment?

19           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  I don't think I heard the

20 answer.  The question was why did you decide to take

21 the -- and they were votes.  We, in the Council

22 packet -- excuse me -- in the citizen packet, there was

23 a page in there that asked for a vote from the

24 citizens, and they were given the ability to vote.

25 They submitted that vote.  They had a checkbox for the
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1 different maps.  They submitted those votes.  And now

2 we have those.  The tallies are the highest tallies for

3 maps Three, Four, and Five, and we are disregarding

4 those.  My question is why are we disregarding those

5 maps?

6           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Mr. Kemp, were all of

7 these things here votes?

8           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, I would describe

9 those as really what we might call public input forms.

10 The purpose here was for us to provide an easy form to

11 get public input, and so the clerk printed up this form

12 as a way of getting public input.  If we are talking

13 are these votes on a city-wide action, no; obviously,

14 there were no polling places.  They were -- I would

15 describe them as public input forms, a way to get the

16 public's input on the matter.

17           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Thank you.

18           MAYOR BARRETT:  Do you care to comment?

19           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah.  I will tell you

20 why I voted for One, Two, and Eight.  This is becoming

21 a long meeting.

22           I voted for One, Two, and Eight -- and it's

23 back to not disenfranchising voters.  And One and Two,

24 defined in the way they had been defined, put a certain

25 Councilmember out for only a year and a half rather
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1 than defining them in a different way, where

2 Councilmembers will be voted -- would be moved into a

3 district where no one voted for that person for three

4 and a half years.  And that was my total reasoning.

5           And, you know, I have a background in

6 statistics, both educationally and professionally, and

7 these inputs -- it's a very poor process.  Someone can

8 vote 100 times if they want.  They could send that in.

9 So I have a hard time -- even though, in the end, in

10 terms of looking at Three, Eight got the most votes,

11 and -- because that is where we are at right now, going

12 back.  And I didn't see those numbers in the past about

13 those.  I heard, you know, seven, three, four, and I

14 heard 1- -- what was it, 135 or 153 for one, and --

15 which totally seems very strange.  Maybe a few people

16 voted many times, or a block of people.  So, you know,

17 their input -- what, we got input for Eight and One as

18 well.  So I don't think that's really a thing to focus

19 extensively on.

20           I did listen to citizens here where I could

21 get more specific things, and I'm thinking about those.

22           MAYOR BARRETT:  I think I'm going to comment

23 on this.  I find it interesting you brought up the

24 votes, because I noticed in the last two days you voted

25 for number Eight five times?  Six times?  So you are
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1 right; they will not statistically valid.  Okay?

2           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Other people --

3           MAYOR BARRETT:  And as far as

4 disenfranchising voters, why is it wrong for you to

5 have -- why is it wrong for people who voted for you to

6 not have you, but it's okay to throw Joan under the bus

7 and disenfranchise all her --

8           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Mr. Mayor, I

9 believe --

10           MAYOR BARRETT:  You're right.

11           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  -- this is out of

12 order.

13           MAYOR BARRETT:  You're right.  I apologize.

14           But why is it not fair that Joan Evans -- her

15 voters are being disenfranchised as well by the maps

16 because her district, for the most part, is south of

17 where she lives.  A little sliver in number One goes

18 away from all those people who voted for her, who she

19 has been representing for years.  So in that case,

20 there is going to be a disenfranchisement.

21           So I don't think that's a valid part, because

22 people -- no matter what map is selected, some of the

23 voters are going to lose their representative.  And

24 that is what happens with redistricting.  It has

25 happened with redistricting three previous times:
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1 1990, 1995, and the year 2000.

2           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  However, in some of

3 maps, a person is totally moved into a district that

4 she did not represent.  In map Eight, that is not the

5 case.  She maintains some of her district, and it

6 extends further.

7           And for map Eight, I have made that even more

8 whole.  I originally asked the consultant to do it the

9 way you see it in Four, but it wasn't the case, because

10 I guess you can't actually present Council maps at

11 the -- at the stage you presented them.  But that is

12 what I was told.  But, anyway...

13           MAYOR BARRETT:  Those are my comments.  And,

14 yes, you asked him not to say it, but I will.  Number

15 Eight is an abomination.

16           Now, can we reach a consensus, of the three

17 remaining maps, which one we pick?  Do we have any --

18           Ms. Evans?

19           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Is it possible to have

20 people say "I'm voting for" -- is it possible to say,

21 "I am voting for number" whatever, "and my reason is

22 this, and I am not voting for this one because of this

23 and that one because of that"?

24           MAYOR BARRETT:  Well, it's not a vote.

25           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  That was --
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1           MAYOR BARRETT:  We are reaching consensus.

2           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Right.  "I'm reaching

3 consensus" -- because we did have a citizen who did

4 stand up and ask for that.  I don't see him in the

5 audience, but he obviously wanted that to happen.

6           MAYOR BARRETT:  I can't mandate that.  That

7 is up to the individual Councilmembers.

8           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Okay.

9           MAYOR BARRETT:  But do we have a suggestion

10 for a map for consensus?

11           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Mr. Mayor, this is

12 more about the process.  Did you want to -- last time,

13 we had several processes; but did you want to just go

14 through them from One in numeric order?  Maybe that's

15 the way to do it?

16           MAYOR BARRETT:  No.  I was hoping someone

17 would feel strongly about one of them to offer that one

18 and we could do a consensus on it.  If that doesn't

19 make it, of the remaining two, we will try a second

20 one.

21           Question?

22           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Since we threw away maps

23 One through Six just by consensus and it wasn't a vote,

24 can we include those in this conversation, or do we

25 have to just talk about the final three?
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1           MAYOR BARRETT:  Just the final three,

2 although, in the July 5th Council meeting where we

3 arrive at a final one, you can nominate any map you

4 want.  If you get a second, then we would vote on it.

5           Is that correct?

6           MR. KEMP:  Yes, Mayor.  Whatever -- you are

7 just coming to a consensus and give staff direction on

8 what will be the Council communication for the 5th.

9 Like any Council communication, on the 5th, if Council

10 decides to proceed somewhat differently, you are

11 certainly free to do that.

12           MAYOR BARRETT:  Is that clear?

13           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  So just to be clear,

14 Mr. Mayor, all three of them could be forwarded to July

15 5th?

16           MAYOR BARRETT:  Yeah, we can do that.

17           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  I'm sorry?

18           MAYOR BARRETT:  We can do that, yeah.

19           The hope was, in the schedule, to reach a

20 selected map so they prepare the papers and, at the

21 July 5th vote --

22           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  I recommend --

23           MAYOR BARRETT:  -- it can be forwarded to --

24           (Inaudible, two speakers speaking at once.)

25           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  -- move the map
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1 forward.  Map forward.

2           MAYOR BARRETT:  That's fine.  Everybody all

3 right with that?

4           Map number One.

5           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  No.

6           MAYOR BARRETT:  Map number One.

7           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Yes.

8           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Yes.

9           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  No.

10           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yes.

11           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  No.

12           MAYOR BARRETT:  Yes.

13           It's map number One.

14           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  No, no, no.  We got to

15 go through all of them.

16           MAYOR BARRETT:  Okay.

17           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  We only did number One.

18           MAYOR BARRETT:  All right.  Map number Two.

19           Let's start on this end.

20           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  No.

21           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  No.

22           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  No.

23           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  No.

24           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Yes.

25           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Yes.
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1           MAYOR BARRETT:  No.

2           Okay, map number Eight.

3           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Yes.

4           MAYOR BARRETT:  Eight.

5           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  No.

6           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  No.

7           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  Yes.

8           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yes.

9           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  Yes.

10           MAYOR BARRETT:  No.

11           So it's number Eight.

12           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  No, no, we got two of

13 them.

14           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, if I understand

15 the consensus, you are sending both One and Eight to

16 the July 5th meeting.

17           MAYOR BARRETT:  Oh, okay.

18           MR. KEMP:  I believe there was a majority, a

19 consensus, on number One, as I counted.  There was

20 number One, and then there was four number Eight.

21           MAYOR BARRETT:  Five.

22           MR. KEMP:  Five on number Eight.

23           MAYOR BARRETT:  Vice Mayor?

24           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  I have a question.

25 Councilmember Aames voted for map One and map Eight.  I
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1 wonder if he would like to explain that to the

2 citizens.

3           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  These good citizens

4 came and talked, and I want to think about their

5 comments, although I will go back to my voting rights,

6 and I think Eight presents a little better.  But

7 Councilperson Evans keeps saying she prefers One to

8 Eight, so yeah.

9           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Are we done?

10           MAYOR BARRETT:  Direction here?

11           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, we have -- a question that

12 I raise that I believe there are a Council suggestion

13 for what we'll call tweaks to either of these maps.  It

14 might be appropriate for Council to try to discuss

15 those now so that when we bring these two to you on the

16 5th, we have basically a final product.  And so what I

17 would ask would be if Council has -- if you can start

18 with map number One, and if Council has any suggested

19 tweaks to map number One, the consultant is here, has

20 the ability to document those; and then Council could

21 proceed with map number Eight, and we could do the same

22 thing, but we bring back a more final product for July

23 5th.

24           MAYOR BARRETT:  Okay.  Tweaks on number One?

25           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah, I have a tweak on
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1 number One.

2           Number One, when I look at the minority

3 quotas, it is less than it is in current number Eight.

4 Is there a way of adjusting that?  I know we went back

5 and forth a number of times.  There is that Garden

6 Point which sometimes was in Acacia, but it happens to

7 be in Palo Verde right now.  They were a community of

8 interest, and they need to be kept whole whether they

9 are in Palo Verde or Acacia.  But I think that should

10 be determined by looking at which gives the better

11 minority representation in Acacia.  And I'm not

12 suggesting we rejuggle everything here, but just look

13 across the top at where Cactus is north and south there

14 without throwing the numbers off for the rest of the

15 districts.

16           MR. JOHNSON:  Right.

17           Mr. Mayor, members of the Council, in Map

18 Eight, at least from a numbers perspective, we haven't

19 gotten a lot of testimony in terms of neighborhoods and

20 that.  At least from a numbers perspective, number

21 Eight is slightly less retrogressive than the other two

22 plans.  So I have looked at that.  And between -- so

23 here we are looking at the Acacia District in map

24 Eight.  And then, if I put the other map up, the Acacia

25 District in plan One, there are just some small changes
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1 between them.  In plan Eight, you can see Acacia comes

2 west, whereas with plan One it doesn't.

3           So that would be some changes that we can

4 incorporate.  It won't alter the whole map.  It will

5 alter the relationship of Acacia, Pine, and Palo Verde;

6 but we could do that to make the Acacia District and

7 plan One match.

8           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  And still have closely

9 equal numbers?

10           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.  We would all --

11 establish, certainly.

12           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  And if we see that, can

13 we see that earlier so we can know if we have a concern

14 in other ways if we make that tweak?

15           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, yes.  We will get to you --

16 whatever your request is, we will certainly get you

17 ahead of time so it will be in a general packet for

18 you.

19           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Thank you.

20           MAYOR BARRETT:  Any other tweaks to One?

21           Tweaks to Eight?

22           Excuse me.

23           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  In number One, if you

24 look at the sports complex, that territory is divided

25 into two areas.
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1           Over on the -- there's a little bit in

2 Ironwood.  And I would suggest that, short of the

3 apartments that are there, that that section would be

4 considered along with the sports complex so that that

5 would be an entire district.  That one district would

6 be responsible for representing that area, the

7 businesses.  It's a pretty big thing to do.

8           MR. JOHNSON:  If I may just, Mr. Mayor,

9 members of the Council, ask for -- just to be sure I'm

10 understanding; so there was apartments over there and

11 the sports complex.  The request is just for the sports

12 complex territory, not the --

13           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  I'm sorry.  No, I

14 wasn't talking about the ones that are on Paradise

15 Lane.  I'm talking about there are some on 83rd Avenue

16 and the ones on 83rd Avenue that are to the south, if,

17 just north of those apartments, you add the rest of

18 that, which is all a business area, to the Willow

19 District so that it would be represented by one person.

20           MR. KEMP:  Councilmember Evans, so you would

21 really be talking about the areas north of Skunk Creek,

22 west of 83rd Avenue, east of the freeway, and south of

23 Bell Road?

24           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Yes, I am.  Thank you.

25           MR. JOHNSON:  The only question, just so you
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1 have a chance of what you will be getting back, the

2 trade-off, there will be a couple hundred people.  So

3 if Willow is picking up -- I'm --

4           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  No one is picking up --

5 there are no people --

6           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh.

7           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  If you look at that

8 number in that census block, there's no one in there --

9           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.

10           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  -- unless they are

11 sleeping in their restaurant.

12           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Let me just make sure

13 I'm understanding it, then; pull the numbers up.

14           So this is the challenge.  The census in this

15 area that is east of Agua Fria freeway, there's 600

16 people that in that --

17           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  No.  If you will only

18 go up a little ways --

19           MR. JOHNSON:  You are just talking about this

20 small --

21           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  The people are, though,

22 below.  If you will check your numbers, you will see

23 that there's some of that area that didn't have any

24 people in it.  Those apartments are lower.

25           MR. JOHNSON:  Right.
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1           One of the challenges we always run into with

2 this is we have to work with the census.  Shall I read?

3 So this -- sorry.

4           Let me highlight.  So there's two things we

5 can move here.  One -- you're right -- is zero

6 population.  So there is this small census block that

7 is in Arrowhead Fountain Center.  That can be moved, no

8 problem.

9           The trick is if we try to go all the way to

10 the freeway, we get this big census block that goes all

11 the way down to Rivershore, and it has 600 people in

12 it, according to the census.  This could be wrong,

13 but...

14           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Well, once you go over

15 to number Eight, you will notice that you have actually

16 done that with -- in concept Eight, you actually have

17 taken that little piece and have placed that and

18 stopped at the Skunk Creek area right there.

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Oh, yes.  There's actually two

20 blocks here.  So you are right.  The one south of Skunk

21 Creek is about 540 people.  And, you're right, it is

22 out of Willow in this plan.  The one north of Skunk

23 Creek also has population, though.  They both have

24 population.

25           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Oh.  Could you tell me
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1 the populations right in there?  It may be --

2           MR. JOHNSON:  It's about 600 -- it's 640.

3 And if we zoom -- if we go down --

4           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  You may want to look at

5 that and see.

6           MR. JOHNSON:  It's --

7           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  I don't believe there

8 are any apartments in that area right there.

9           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Well, we can go back and

10 clarify it.

11           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Thanks.

12           MR. JOHNSON:  If there's any way, we will

13 move it.  If not, we will have some information for

14 you.

15           MAYOR BARRETT:  Mr. Aames?

16           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yeah.  And I know you

17 have drawn Aames V. Four.  It's not Evans V. Four; it's

18 Aames V. Four.  You are correct.

19           And part of what you did is up higher,

20 where -- because I think this affects the Ironwood --

21 where Ironwood and Willow come together, you have

22 compensated for the population, taken away from our --

23 or added to Willow and down lower, then you compensated

24 for it up in the higher area where you get to Deer

25 Valley with Willow.  So I think you can do that for
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1 what Ms. Evans is talking about.

2           And then I'm interested in V. Four.  And you

3 basically already have drawn that, although when I look

4 at it, it's better to have Acacia back as the way you

5 have it in One.  And that's the way I asked for it, and

6 somehow, it's not in V. Four anymore.  When I look at

7 One, it's basically the same except for some stuff on

8 the top.  I think that gets back to that Garden Point

9 again, too.  So I think that can be corrected.  But I'm

10 asking for it to look like Palo Verde with that, again,

11 border with Acacia, working that so it looks like what

12 we had in One, although you are doing some correction

13 to One already in terms of minority.

14           MR. JOHNSON:  Forgive me, Councilmember

15 Aames.  Are you talking about tweaks to plan One or

16 plan Eight?

17           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I'm talking about

18 tweaks you have already done in Aames V. Four.

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.

20           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I would like that to be

21 the new look, although Ms. Evans had some additional

22 changes she -- as to -- on the other side of 83rd

23 there.  I would like that to be the new look of Willow

24 District, and that's taking the apartments along Bell

25 out, which you have done, and also again bringing it
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1 down along Skunk Creek there, Willow, where there's

2 zero population, or if you go over to 67th.  And then

3 the other changes that you gave Willow back its current

4 total population between Bell and Union.

5           And, you know, I was happy with the

6 demographics here on that -- the Aames V. Four, and I

7 would like to see that be the new Eight now, along with

8 what Ms. Evans requested too.  And I think you can make

9 that adjustment by looking up higher, Willow versus

10 Ironwood.  And I think you can make -- well, you know,

11 maybe Acacia is fine.  I think I want you to look at

12 what is best for the minority population there.

13           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Mr. Mayor, members of

14 the Council, just so I'm understanding, so we have got,

15 you know, one request for revisions to plan One, and

16 then -- am I interpreting this right?  These are

17 requests for revisions to plan One?

18           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  These are requests to

19 plan Eight.  And I think --

20           MAYOR BARRETT:  We hadn't moved to plan

21 Eight.  We were still on plan One.  I'm sorry.

22           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Oh, okay.

23           MAYOR BARRETT:  Then we will move on to

24 Eight.

25           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  I'm sorry.  I thought
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1 she was talking about --

2           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, I suggest you also

3 get consensus on these tweaks.  I think it's -- from

4 the consultant's standpoint, after Council has

5 discussed these tweaks, that there be some kind of

6 consensus so the consultant knows he is acting at the

7 direction of Council on these tweaks.

8           MAYOR BARRETT:  Okay.  Any other tweaks to --

9           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  I have a question.

10           MAYOR BARRETT:  Okay.

11           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Does it cost money for

12 each tweak?

13           MR. JOHNSON:  No.  No.

14           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Thank you.

15           MR. JOHNSON:  The way it's set up, revisions

16 to plans are expected.  New plans will cost.

17           MAYOR BARRETT:  Free tweaks.

18           Mr. Rivero?

19           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  Are today's tweaks

20 final?

21           MR. JOHNSON:  No.

22           MR. KEMP:  No, they're not final.  You can

23 always come back and decide that you want to undo

24 tweaks or change tweaks again.  All this is we want to

25 try to prepare maps as close to your desires as we can,
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1 so, obviously, to the extent we get those now, we can

2 be more accurate after the fact.  But if the Council

3 wants to change them, they are certainly free to do so.

4           MAYOR BARRETT:  Mr. Pearson?

5           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON: I just wanted to

6 comment that Ms. Evans and Mr. Aames want to tweak it

7 so that zero population in areas are in their

8 districts, that's fine with me, and they are also

9 welcome to all the coyotes along the riverbottom.

10           MAYOR BARRETT:  Any other recommended changes

11 to map One?

12           Vice mayor?  Go ahead.

13           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  I would like to address

14 the naming of the districts on map One.  The Council

15 did this by the vote of four, and in map One, the Palo

16 Verde District became the district in which

17 Councilmember Aames, in this map, shares with the

18 residents of Councilmember Evans, so they are both in

19 there, yet they named it Palo Verde, and then they took

20 the Willow District and put it in an area far away,

21 where Councilmember Evans voters would be

22 disenfranchised.

23           I would like to say, since Mr. Aames

24 completely disagrees with disenfranchising voters, why

25 don't we reverse those?  Let's put Palo Verde as B and
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1 Willow as D.  I think Mr. Evans said that there are

2 more voters in D that actually voted for Councilmember

3 Evans than voters who voted for Councilmember Aames,

4 when, you know, that was Palo Verde.

5           So I would like to reverse those two names.

6           MAYOR BARRETT:  Do we need to --

7           (Applause, inaudible.)

8           MAYOR BARRETT:  Do we need to poll the

9 Council for --

10           MR. KEMP:  Yeah, you do need to give a

11 consensus, because you have already given a consensus

12 to go in a different direction; and absent a change

13 consensus, that is the direction we are going.

14           MAYOR BARRETT:  Switch the names?  "Yes" or

15 "No"?

16           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  No.

17           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  No.

18           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  No.

19           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Yes.

20           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Yes.

21           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  No.

22           MAYOR BARRETT:  So never mind.

23           Any other changes for map One?

24           Do we have consensus on the tweaks?

25           Yes?
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1           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Yes.

2           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  Yes.

3           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Yes.

4           MAYOR BARRETT:  Yes.

5           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  Yes.

6           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yes.

7           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  Yes.

8           MR. KEMP:  Map Eight.  Tweaks?

9           Go ahead.

10           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Okay.

11           Sorry, I thought there was a shift to Eight,

12 because it was referring to the new Willow.

13           I guess Councilmember Evans can so speak

14 about Eight in terms of the same thing she did about

15 One if she so wishes.

16           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  It's already happened.

17           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  In One only.

18           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  In Eight it's already

19 happened.

20           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  It already has

21 happened?  Good, I'm glad to see that.

22           And I would like to see Eight be -- and I

23 don't know if some people have copies of V. Four

24 already.  Do you want me to pass copies out to those of

25 you who don't here on the Council?
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1           MAYOR BARRETT:  Actually, it is.  Anybody has

2 problems with it?  Because we are running out of time.

3            COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Okay.  Yes, what I

4 would like to do -- and this has already been done by

5 our consultant, and they are good, sound numbers -- is

6 move those apartments that are along Bell out of the

7 new Willow and also -- and it's also zero population --

8 as you move along Skunk Creek there, and put those in

9 new Willow, and then, to compensate for that, bring the

10 Palo Verde District back in that far left from Cactus

11 back to Grand Avenue.

12           And I think, you know, this -- because you

13 have already done those.

14           MR. JOHNSON:  And just for the audience, I

15 brought up Aames 4, since you were discussing that, on

16 the screen there.

17           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Okay.

18           MAYOR BARRETT:  Any other changes?

19           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  No, not in Eight.

20           MAYOR BARRETT:  Questions, comments, or

21 tweaks for number Eight?

22           Vice Mayor?

23           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  This Aames Version Four,

24 we are looking to have that replace plan Eight?  Is

25 that correct?  Am I on target with that?  Those tweaks
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1 that you are suggesting change plan Eight to Aames

2 Four?  Is that correct?

3           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  That's what I'm

4 suggesting, yes.

5           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Okay.

6           MAYOR BARRETT:  I think the question is

7 whether or not his suggested changes become map B.

8           MR. KEMP:  That's correct.  What you are

9 going to be giving as a consensus to direct the

10 consultant to include those changes in plan Eight,

11 so...

12           MAYOR BARRETT:  There is not going to be a

13 fight over Eight?

14           MR. KEMP:  It is going to be plan Eight.

15           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  That was my question.  I

16 wanted to know if we were going to go ahead and name it

17 after him.

18           MR. KEMP:  No.

19           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Thank you.

20           MAYOR BARRETT:  Questions, comments, tweaks?

21           Consensus?

22           COUNCILMEMBER PEARSON:  Yes.

23           COUNCILMEMBER EVANS:  I don't care.

24           VICE MAYOR CARLAT:  Not voting.

25           COUNCILMEMBER RIVERO:  Yes.
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1           COUNCILMEMBER AAMES:  Yes.

2           COUNCILMEMBER LEONE:  Yes.

3           MAYOR BARRETT:  Do you need anything else?

4           MR. KEMP:  No, Mayor.  We will be bringing

5 back those plans with the Council-designated tweaks on

6 July 5th.

7           MAYOR BARRETT:  Okay.  We are adjourned for

8 about 15 minutes.  We will start the regular meeting at

9 7:00 p.m.

10           (The Peoria City Council Special Meeting

11 adjourned at 6:46 p.m.)
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1 STATE OF ARIZONA    )
                    )

2 COUNTY OF MARICOPA  )

3           BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing transcript was

4 taken before me, TERI HOSKINS, Certified Reporter No.

5 50819, in and for the State of Arizona; that the

6 foregoing pages are a true and correct transcript of

7 all proceedings had upon the taking of said proceeding,

8 all done to the best of my skill and ability.

9           I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way related

10 to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any way

11 interested in the outcome thereof.

12           DATED at Phoenix, Arizona, this 5th day of

13 July, 2011.
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1                          * * * * * 

2           MR. BARRETT:  Welcome to the City of Peoria, 

3 Regular Council Meeting on Tuesday, July 5th.  Please 

4 rise and join us in a moment of silence and Pledge of 

5 Allegiance led by Councilman Pearson. 

6           (Pledge of Allegiance.) 

7           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  

8           Will the Clerk please call the roll. 

9           THE CLERK:  Mayor Barrett? 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Here. 

11           THE CLERK:  Vice Mayor Carlat? 

12           MS. CARLAT:  Here. 

13           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Pearson? 

14           MR. PEARSON:  Here. 

15           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Aames? 

16           MR. AAMES:  Here. 

17           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Evans? 

18           MS. EVANS:  Present. 

19           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Rivero? 

20           MR. RIVERO:  Here. 

21           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Leone? 

22           MR. LEONE:  Here. 

23           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

24           This is the time for the final call to submit 

25 Speaker Request forms.  Speaker Request forms can be 
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1 found in the lobby.  Fill them out and give them to the 

2 clerk, and we will call upon you at the appropriate 

3 time. 

4           First is a presentation of a Certificate of 

5 Appointment for Boards and Commission members. 

6           I would ask the Vice Mayor to come up front.  

7 She is the chair of the Boards and Commissions.  

8           MS. CARLAT:  This evening we are going to make 

9 a presentation to a brand-new member of Peoria's Boards 

10 and Commissions.  We have about 23 active Boards and 

11 Commissions in the City of Peoria right now.  And these 

12 are citizens who donate their time and give up their 

13 expertise to us.  They work on everything from a wide 

14 range of responsibilities: arts, all the way to zoning. 

15           And this evening, we are going to welcome a new 

16 member into this group, in the Arts Commission. 

17           Christopher Hearn, will you please come on up? 

18           (Applause.) 

19           MS. CARLAT:  Congratulations. 

20           MR. HEARN:  Thank you.  

21           MS. CARLAT:  Thank you.   

22           MR. BARRETT:  I would ask you to do one thing.  

23 These are folks who give their time.  If they didn't 

24 give their time to help the City, we would have to hire 

25 people to do these things.  So all they get for all 
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1 their trouble is we feed them one time a year. 

2           So, please, give him another round of applause. 

3           (Applause.) 

4           MR. BARRETT:  Next is the Valley Metro Rail 

5 Board of Directors Resolution of Appreciation for an 

6 outgoing member.  And it is my pleasure to honor 

7 Councilman Ron Aames.  This is from the Valley Metro 

8 Board, the Resolution of Appreciation for Peoria 

9 Councilman Ron Aames. 

10           In recognition of his dedicated service to 

11 Valley Metro Rail in the community and the development 

12 of the regional light rail system, whereas, Ron Aames 

13 has faithfully and thoughtfully served on the Metro 

14 board of directors, as a member of that body, since 

15 September of 2007.   

16           He has recognized light rail as a valuable 

17 investment to address the regional transportation needs 

18 and quality of life.  Has provided thoughtful insight 

19 to all matters considered before the Metro Board of 

20 Directors during his tenure of service and provided 

21 leadership for the City of Peoria to investigate and 

22 incorporate high-capacity transit, including commuter 

23 and light rail, as part of future transportation 

24 infrastructure in the northwest Valley. 

25           Now, therefore, be it resolved that Metro and  
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1 its Board of Directors thank Councilmember Aames for 

2 his membership on the Metro Board of Directors and look 

3 forward to his continuing efforts to advance light rail 

4 and commuter rail throughout the region. 

5           And it's signed by Phoenix Councilman        

6 Tom Simplot, who is the Board Chairman. 

7           So congratulations.   

8           (Applause.) 

9           MR. BARRETT:  Next is the Consent Agenda.    

10 The Consent Agenda are all items that are marked with a 

11 "C."  They're considered to be routine and will be 

12 dealt with in one motion, unless a councilmember asks 

13 an item be removed. 

14           Do we have any requests? 

15           MR. RIVERO:  Mr. Mayor? 

16           MR. BARRETT:  Just a second. 

17           Mr. Rivero? 

18           MR. RIVERO:  I would like 12C to be removed. 

19           MR. BARRETT:  12C. 

20           Mr. Pearson? 

21           MR. PEARSON:  I'd like to remove 2C, 5C, and 

22 10C. 

23           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Any others? 

24           Could I have a motion to approve the Consent 

25 Agenda with the exception of 12C, 2C, 5C, and 10C? 
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1           MR. LEONE:  So moved. 

2           MR. BARRETT:  Moved by Councilman Leone.  

3 Seconded by Mr. Rivero. 

4           Please vote.  The clerk will record the votes. 

5           It is unanimous.  Thank you.  

6           I'm going to exercise a provocative of the 

7 Chair, and I'm going to move some things around, but 

8 we'll come back to Consent Agenda. 

9           But right now, I want to move to 19R, 

10 Redistricting, in order to accommodate the audience. 

11           19R is the Redistricting Concept, discussion of 

12 possible action to adopt Redistricting Concepts and 

13 direct staff to take such actions necessary to 

14 implement the concepts. 

15           Do I have a motion?  

16           MR. AAMES:  So moved. 

17           MR. BARRETT:  It's been moved by Mr. Aames and 

18 seconded by Mr. Rivero. 

19           MR. JOHNSON:  Are you waiting for... 

20           MR. BARRETT:  It's up to you. 

21           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay. 

22           MR. BARRETT:  Well, let me see if I can help 

23 you out here.   

24           We have two maps before us this evening.   

25 Would anyone like to nominate either one for a motion, 
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1 which we can then second, and then have a discussion 

2 about it? 

3           Would that be the proper procedure? 

4           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, you've already moved 

5 the item for discussion.  What my suggestion would be 

6 that, perhaps, you could have the consultant present 

7 the two maps, and then Council could entertain an 

8 amendment to the motion on one map or the other. 

9           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Thank you. 

10           You're on. 

11           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay.  Mr. Mayor and members of 

12 the Council, my name is, again, Douglas Johnson.  I'm 

13 with National Demographics Corporation.  And it's a 

14 pleasure to be back with you again. 

15           We have been through quite a process here of 

16 developing plans and reviewing plans and revising 

17 plans.  And we're looking to see now if we can get down 

18 to one this evening. 

19           We are actually set up interactive.  So if 

20 there are things you want to look at and test and move 

21 around, we can do that. 

22           As you may remember at the last meeting, there 

23 was a request that NAC take Plan 1 and Plan 8, as we 

24 looked at last time, and try some revisions to them.  

25 So let me just briefly walk through those. 
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1           So Plan 1, which is on the screen now, you can 

2 see this is one of the plans that really takes a whole 

3 district and moves it north.  As you may remember, the 

4 current Mesquite District has a population for 

5 essentially two districts.  So the different options 

6 were to just move a district north and split the 

7 current Mesquite, essentially, in half. 

8           Or to try to divide up that population in some 

9 way in order to kind of take Mesquite north so that 

10 it's the right population and then figure out what to 

11 do with the rest of the leftover pieces of that 

12 district. 

13           We went through a lot of revisions.  There were 

14 six maps originally, and then three additional maps to 

15 that.  So we've been through nine.  And now we're 

16 coming back with some, hopefully, relatively minor 

17 adjustments to those. 

18           This one, we took Plan 1 and made some 

19 revisions to Acacia and then some offsetting balancing 

20 changes down in the south.  This was looking at -- 

21 there had been an earlier version, Plan 3, where Acacia 

22 had a higher Hispanic percentage.  And the issue here 

23 is the Voting Rights Acts.   

24           And Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, in 

25 particular, says that if there's a district where a 
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1 protected class -- and here in Peoria that essentially 

2 means Latinos -- has the ability to elect, then we need 

3 to be sure in redistricting, not to retrogress that 

4 ability to elect. 

5           And part of that calculation is numbers.  We 

6 want to look at the voting age population and the 

7 citizen voting age population and make sure that those 

8 numbers don't go down.  And also part of it has to do 

9 with communities and how the protected class community 

10 organizes and where is the base of support in keeping 

11 neighborhoods together. 

12           So numbers are important -- very important to 

13 this review, but they are only one piece of this 

14 calculation.  It also comes back to the communities and 

15 neighborhoods. 

16           So let me quickly flip over this spreadsheet.  

17 What you're looking at now is really our retrogression 

18 table.  And you can see, the current Acacia District, 

19 in total population, is 45 percent Hispanic.  In voting 

20 age, it's 40.4, and in citizen voting age population, 

21 we have two different measures that come out from the 

22 Census Bureau.  One is 32 percent, and the other is 27. 

23           The challenge here that we run into is that the 

24 current Acacia District is 30 percent underpopulated.  

25 So we need to find similar, or at least as close to 
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1 similar as possible, neighborhoods and demographics to 

2 add to that district, to bring it up to population 

3 while retrogressing, hopefully, not at all.  And if the 

4 math simply isn't there, then retrogressing as little 

5 as possible. 

6           So that's what we've wrestled with throughout 

7 this process with different configurations of Acacia. 

8           So when we look at this revision -- you can see 

9 again as we flip back and forth.  So Plan 1, you can 

10 see it's largely a square with two bumps coming off of 

11 it.  One going up to Cactus.  And then when we revised 

12 that, we get -- it's still the same basic square, but 

13 some different neighborhoods and a one-mile square is 

14 added onto it.   

15           The impact of those changes take us from -- let 

16 me start with voting age population, 34.3 percent in 

17 Plan 1, up to 36.8.  And then a couple points as well 

18 on citizen voting age population under both measures 

19 and from 39.7 to 41.7.  So it gives us about a         

20 2 percent bump in each of those. 

21           The tradeoff, however, because nothing happens 

22 in isolation, is -- well, first of all in Pine, you can 

23 see in this configuration, Pine just comes up and stays 

24 west of the 101 Loop.  And now it comes across south of 

25 Cactus and picks -- it has all that area west of the 



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING - 7/5/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

12

1 101 Loop and then also comes across to pick up 

2 population.  Because Acacia is coming over, this is 

3 where most of the Hispanic neighborhoods along the edge 

4 of Acacia are located. 

5           So that is the quick change from Plan 1 to  

6 Plan 1 (Modified), as we called it, or revised, as it's 

7 labeled on the screen.  And that was the one set of 

8 changes that were requested.   

9           The other -- let me bring up Plan 8.  The other 

10 plan, at the last Study Session, changes were 

11 requested.  And, again, it was requested that we look 

12 at these and see what happens, not necessarily that 

13 these are adopted changes with Plan 8.  And this had a 

14 little bit more significant change, not just in Acacia 

15 where that same transition was made, but also up in 

16 Mesquite -- I'm sorry, not Mesquite, in Willow and the 

17 Ironwood area. 

18           Plan 8 became Plan A -- 8A.  You can see Willow 

19 picks up a little bit more in the central neck.  What 

20 that's doing is taking Willow back to the current 

21 border of Willow.  This line in between Willow and 

22 Ironwood is where the line is today, and that was 

23 requested to test that. 

24           Because Willow has picked up that population 

25 from Ironwood, Ironwood would then push just a little 
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1 bit farther north.  You can see it running across   

2 Deer Valley.  Where in the earlier version, it went up 

3 to Deer Valley, but not all the way across in the north 

4 there. 

5           The other change in 8A is that Willow comes all 

6 the way up to pick up the sports complex, and instead 

7 of Palo Verde wrapping around it, as it did in 8, now 

8 this is squared off. 

9           The other change here gets a little more 

10 complicated because in 8, Acacia is essentially its 

11 current border here.  Let me see if I have that here.  

12 Yeah, here we go.   

13           So 8 was fairly similar to the current border.  

14 And so in order to do that Plan 3 version of Acacia, 

15 Acacia has to push over considerably.  So let me show 

16 you where that goes.  So it comes over, and that forces 

17 Pine, as I mentioned, to pick up population, which it 

18 can now only do from the north. 

19           And so this is where A and B differ.  Because 

20 there are really two ways to do this.  One -- well, in 

21 both case, it keeps the area west of the freeway.  In 

22 one we come in from -- as I describe it, from the  

23 south and go up to Cactus.  And then I believe this is 

24 Willow -- oh, no that's Willow.  And then you come 

25 across Cactus -- as I put the streets on for you.  
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1 There we go -- and come all the way up to Sweetwater. 

2           It's a little bit odd.  This is both complying 

3 with the criteria we discussed for Plan 8, which is 

4 avoiding impairing incumbents, and also we need to get 

5 the population balance. 

6           The other version, Pine stops at Cactus, and it 

7 picks up that population it needs by coming across the 

8 Loop north of Sweetwater and coming across to that 

9 83rd.  Again, these are only done to balance the 

10 population of Pine. 

11           And in terms of numbers, that gets us to 41.  

12 Well, it actually is a small increase in Acacia, not 

13 very big, from 36.5 to 36.8.  So not a big gain out of 

14 that for Acacia. 

15           So I can go through in more detail.  Is there 

16 anything you'd like to see in more detail?  Or we can 

17 look at revisions and changes and options, but I don't 

18 want to take too much time talking myself and more -- 

19 I'll go wherever you'd like to go.  

20           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Thank you very much. 

21           What's the pleasure of the Council, would you 

22 like to hear public comment now?  Or we could let the 

23 public comment finish and then we could come back and 

24 pick either Map 1 or Map 8, and then get into the fixes 

25 or the changes or the tweaks, or whatever you want to 
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1 call them.  

2           MR. AAMES:  I think we should have public 

3 comment first.  But I'm thinking that when we come 

4 back, we should decide whether it's 1 or 8.  And then 

5 we can look at versions.  Is that correct?  

6           MR. BARRETT:  Right.  Yeah.  That's my 

7 suggestion. 

8           Is that acceptable? 

9           Okay.  Then have a seat.  We're going to be a 

10 few minutes. 

11           It's time for public comment on Redistricting.  

12 I would remind you that you have three minutes.      

13 The clock is up here. 

14           The first one is Pamela Potter. 

15           MS. POTTER:  Well, Mr. Mayor, City 

16 Councilmembers, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for 

17 letting me speak, yet again, on this topic. 

18           I still want to reiterate that I like Map 8 for 

19 a couple of reasons.  One, it starts to bring two 

20 districts up north.  Ironwood and Willow start to move 

21 together, which I think as we grow, they're going to 

22 have to keep moving that way.   

23           And it keeps many of the Willow District people 

24 with their city council person who they voted for.  The 

25 trouble with 1 is that no one in the Willow District 
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1 would have voted for that councilmember.  And I think 

2 that's not so great. 

3           And I also think it's really important for our 

4 city councilmembers not to be pushed into districts 

5 together.  I really do think that that's an important 

6 criteria because I think a lot of the -- a lot of -- 

7 I'm trying to think of the right word --  

8           You know, this hasn't been a very pleasant 

9 proceeding.  And a lot of people, including myself, 

10 have made accusations about people, and it's a shame 

11 that it went that way.  And I think part of it came 

12 because trying to put people into -- shove them into 

13 the same districts.  I think we have a really good city 

14 council, and I don't want to see that disrupted.   

15           While Plan 8 has its faults -- and part of it 

16 came because of having to keep Westbrook Village 

17 together.  I mean, going up 91st would make so much 

18 more sense, but there's a neighborhood there, and 

19 that's a problem.   

20           But I really think that keeping the incumbents 

21 in their districts is important, that at least someone 

22 in the district voted for them.  And that we don't get 

23 into the political power plays that can occur if we 

24 don't.  

25           So I would really request that you consider  
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1 Map 8, for that reason.  Is it the best map?  Probably 

2 not.  But it does fulfill the requirements, and it does 

3 keep people where they -- you know, so that they all 

4 maintain their seats.  And I think that's more 

5 important that maybe we realized in the beginning.   

6           Thank you very much. 

7           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 

8           The next speaker is Ron Lyzniak. 

9           MR. LYZNIAK:  Thank you, Mayor --          

10 Mayor Barrett, Councilmembers.  I'm here tonight 

11 representing Westbrook Village.  I'd just like to say 

12 thank you.  Whether it's the way the rules are supposed 

13 to be, we are a community of interest, and we certainly 

14 appreciate the fact that you've kept us together. 

15           Whether it turns out to be Map 8 or Map 1 -- 

16 those are the two, I guess, under consideration -- 

17 we're glad you didn't split us down 91st.  It would not 

18 be -- it's tough enough trying to -- I'm on the board 

19 there.  So it's tough enough trying to represent   

20 3,910 homeowners, and then to deal with two different 

21 council people would have been really a -- made more of 

22 a challenge than we would have liked to have. 

23           So I just want to say thank you.  And I'm sure 

24 whatever decision you all make here tonight, I hope 

25 that you're all able to come back together when all is 
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1 said and done and keep doing the fine work you've been 

2 doing. 

3           Thank you very much.  

4           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

5           Helmuth Hack? 

6           MR. HACK:  My name is Helmuth Hack.  Mayor, 

7 Council, City Staff, and fellow citizens, I'm here, as 

8 many of you, concerning the maps submitted for 

9 redistricting. 

10           After review of all the maps and the three 

11 presented for voting -- I see we've reduced that by  

12 one -- I believe Map 8 also offers many advantages over 

13 the others.  I believe Map 8 protects minority rights, 

14 preserves voters' recent election choices for 

15 representation.   

16           Citizens must be satisfied that this process is 

17 equal and fair for all as a foundation, for such is 

18 hidden in the United States Constitution and 

19 Declaration of Independence.  For those who may be 

20 unsure of what the direction should be for government, 

21 then please take a little time and read these two 

22 documents and the first paragraph of each. 

23           We do not need to look far to see that our 

24 government -- I'm talking local, state, and federal 

25 anywhere -- that we've had a lot of gridlock, 
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1 ideologies that were revenue wasteful and socially 

2 disruptive.  Citizens must pay attention to government 

3 and respond in a cumulative voice to keep government on 

4 the right path.  A recent report shows Arizona ranks 

5 27th in personal freedoms.   

6           This process with the redistricting, I think we 

7 really need to look at maybe what California just 

8 recently did.  It just doesn't really sound right.  I 

9 saw something in the Peoria Times, and from what I've 

10 heard so far, it doesn't sound like we're really 

11 following that even.  I've gone online to the federal 

12 guidelines, and it doesn't sound quite right either.   

13           But, anyways, I would go with Map 8 myself.  

14 Thank you. 

15           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 

16           Next is Joe -- and I apologize if I 

17 mispronounce people's name -- Pfeiff? 

18           MR. PFEIFF:  Good evening, Mayor Barrett and 

19 members of the Council.  I just have a few comments, 

20 and thank you for allowing me to speak.   

21           During the Study Session, we heard from all 

22 members of the Council except for two.  The two who 

23 have remained nearly silent are Mr. Leone and         

24 Mr. Rivero.  At least the other members have the 

25 courage to defend their positions, even if they are 
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1 unpopular. 

2           However, the two of you have remained nearly 

3 mum.  If you're going to vote for a specific map, you 

4 should be able to defend your choice.  You owe it to 

5 your constituents and the citizens of Peoria to explain 

6 your vote.  I hope that tonight we will hear from you.   

7           Thank you.   

8           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much.   

9           Next is Fred Brill. 

10           MR. BRILL:  Mr. Mayor, members of Council, this 

11 is not the first time I've stood here.  The fact is, 

12 the last time I was lectured by several of you about 

13 proposing something that went against a citizen's vote 

14 three years prior to that.  And I was told that we've 

15 got to follow what the citizens say.  

16           Of course, that was then; this is now.  And 

17 what we have is, we had the six maps.  We had people 

18 bringing in comments on those six maps, and one of the 

19 maps had 150 positive comments and all the others had 

20 five or six or seven, whatever.  And Mr. Aames got up 

21 and said, "Well, I know statistics, and it's impossible 

22 for those numbers to be right.  So I'm not going to pay 

23 an attention to them, and I'm going to do what I have 

24 to do so that we all keep our seats." 

25           Well, and that's what I would expect is going 
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1 to happen tonight.  You've got the votes.  You're going 

2 to vote for Map 8 because it allows you to keep your 

3 seats.  But I just want to remind everybody on this 

4 board -- on this council, that what you do tonight -- 

5 you know, there are no secrets anymore.   

6           Everything you do is recorded.  And when you 

7 guys come up for reelection, we're all going to go out 

8 there and say, "I just want you to remember back in 

9 2011 when you asked us our opinion and then you said, 

10 'Well, it doesn't matter.  We don't care what your 

11 opinion is, so we're going to do we want.'" 

12           Now, you know, we're going to wake up tomorrow.  

13 However you vote, none of our lives are going to be 

14 different.  Your lives might be because you're still 

15 going to be sitting in your seats.   

16           But had you never asked the question, had you 

17 not asked us what we thought, then you could have  

18 voted -- because what you're doing is legally right.  

19 You have the right to vote.  It's your responsibility.  

20 That's why we elected you.   

21           But the minute you went out and you asked us 

22 for our opinion, then, morally, you've got a problem 

23 saying, "Well, we asked your opinion, but we don't 

24 really care."   

25           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  
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1           Gene Sweeney? 

2           MR. SWEENEY:  Good evening, Mayor, Council, and 

3 staff.  Just a couple of quick comments here. 

4           First of all, I serve two purposes tonight.  

5 One is to ask that you approve the revised Map 1. 

6           The second is to say that I, too, am 

7 disappointed in the way this redistricting has been 

8 handled. 

9           I serve on the P&Z board and the personnel 

10 board, and one of the paradoxes we face is elected 

11 officials or people in office.  You're supposed to 

12 bring who you are to the table, your business 

13 experience, your moral character, your community 

14 involvement, your education to assist in your  

15 decision-making.   

16           Yet as a leader, I think it's critically 

17 important, and it's imperative, that you separate your 

18 needs, wants, and desires.  You must do what's good for 

19 Peoria as a whole. 

20           My personal example is the medical marijuana.  

21 I totally disagree.  But now that the people have 

22 spoken, my mantra is to see that all of the rules and 

23 regulations are followed, and we control the scary 

24 iceberg we now face.  Again, the public has spoken, and 

25 my job is to enact the will of the people.   
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1           The original maps were done professional, at 

2 great costs by people that do this for a living.  

3 People of Peoria spoke out and offered their opinions 

4 of what seemed logical.  Certain councilmembers didn't 

5 like the professional findings.  And more importantly, 

6 did not get the answers they wanted.  So they requested 

7 new maps be made and drawn, again, to serve their 

8 purpose.   

9           I see this very similar as to paying an oil 

10 geologist to scientifically tell us where it would be 

11 best to dig our drilling rig and then discarding his 

12 work, only to put it closer to my home because it's 

13 more comfortable or less travel for me to get to work.  

14 Very simply, it's ludicrous. 

15           In my line of work, we bring in engineers.  

16 They do route designs.  We respect their expertise.  

17 They respect the natural boundaries and the work of the 

18 post office.  But most of all, we use a logical 

19 approach that flows and makes sense. 

20           It would seem to me that 8A and 8B do not put 

21 forth an -- put forth an incongruent loop that is not 

22 logical.  Oftentimes, I think it's just like an exam.  

23 Your first inclination is the best one.  So I would 

24 respectfully ask this Council to approve the revised 

25 Map 1, the last of the original maps and the first 
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1 option your professionals arrived at. 

2           In closing, I believe that with freedom and 

3 leadership comes great responsibility.  I believe that 

4 certain members of this Council have become        

5 self-serving and forgotten their responsibility of 

6 doing what's best for Peoria and echoing the voices of 

7 the people that elected them.   

8           This decision will seriously affect us for the 

9 next decade.  So before it's too late, I beg you to 

10 regain your conscience and your moral conscience and 

11 choose revised Map 1 in lieu of pursuing your own 

12 purposes.   

13           I leave you with this quote from Abe Lincoln.  

14 "Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to 

15 test a man's character, give him power," end quote. 

16           Thank you for listening.  And before you vote, 

17 please allow the words of Abe Lincoln to sink in.  

18           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

19           Next is Dick Feyrer. 

20           MR. FEYRER:  Hello.  I'm Dick Feyrer.  And I 

21 have an unorthodox suggestion that Councilmember Rivero 

22 have an uncontrollable urge to go to the bathroom when 

23 it's time for the vote, which would leave us 3-3, and 

24 then we could come back and --  

25           MR. BARRETT:  I'm not going to allow a personal 
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1 attack. 

2           MR. FEYRER:  Oh, okay.  I just thought it was a 

3 way to get back to getting Map 5. 

4           MR. BARRETT:  I've had people escorted out in 

5 the past because of that. 

6           MR. FEYRER:  All right.   

7           Judging from things I've read or heard after 

8 the last meeting, I thought it possible that you may 

9 have been feeling a bit victimized, like you need to 

10 flee from a room full of swarming bees, generally 

11 disrupting the order of things.   

12           And, instinctively, the first impulse would be 

13 to brush off the pests and hope the time and distance 

14 would allow the problem to go away. 

15           But I've noticed that with the redistricting 

16 bees here in Peoria, however, the insects that I've 

17 seen show up at the meetings include business committee 

18 representatives, current and formal elected officials, 

19 educators, journalists -- special thanks to the Arizona 

20 Republic, by the way, for its latest editorial -- 

21 historian, political party representatives, civic 

22 activists, and plenty of ordinary folks.   

23           This is an awakened silent majority.  The 

24 problem with swatting them away is that these people 

25 hold the real power here, and the councilmembers -- 
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1 it's the councilmember's employers. 

2           I believe I can predict who will have the last 

3 say. 

4           Just two other points.  It's been my experience 

5 that all relative newcomers to the public office are 

6 confronted with if you want a get-along/go-along 

7 phenomenon, and many impatient have their voices heard, 

8 give that approach a try. 

9           But in approximately four decades of 

10 observation, more often than not, I've seen voters 

11 eventually make these newcomers realize that short-term 

12 goals aren't always worth sacrificing what is required. 

13           And, finally, I've noticed that the repeating a 

14 specious agreement, a vacuous point of view, over and 

15 over is a technique that's sometimes used to try and 

16 gain credence where none is apparent.   

17           I've heard this argument.  If you redistrict an 

18 incumbent out of an office, you'll have people who are 

19 represented by someone they didn't elect repeated over 

20 and over and over as though it had even a tiny bit of 

21 actual significance.   

22           Whenever you create a new contiguous area to 

23 represent an influx of population, of course that's 

24 going to happen.  Unless there's gerrymandering or some 

25 other kind of monkey shine, it's inevitable.  It's just 
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1 the way it works.  It's the way it's expected to work.  

2 The way it was designed to work.  It's public policy 

3 favored in the common good, not a policy designed by 

4 the self-servicing interests of reserving an 

5 individual's power and prestige. 

6           Now, I have some understanding of what stands 

7 ready to happen if the beehive is whacked again 

8 tonight, and I wish you all the best of luck.   

9           Thank you. 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  

11           Christian Williams? 

12           MR. WILLIAMS:  Good evening, Mayor and Council.  

13 My name is Christian Williams.  I'm a resident of 

14 Ironwood District, and I've lived in Peoria 18 years -- 

15 18 of my 23 years of living.  And I remember when  

16 Jomax Road was a dirt road, and there was nothing north 

17 of it. 

18           In the last ten years, our city has grown   

19 42.2 percent, and one-third of that population is new 

20 population.  We are not Glendale.  We did not grow by 

21 3.6 percent.  So I do not believe that incumbencies 

22 should be a predeterminant in creating these maps. 

23           If you look at the maps currently, you're 

24 having people that live down on Cactus Road 

25 representing districts far north of them.  If we are to 
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1 do this this time and in 2020, you could, in theory, 

2 have somebody living in Cactus Heights representing 

3 Saddleback Heights or Quinterro, which, to me, makes no 

4 sense. 

5           If that made sense, we should just have      

6 at-large districts where there are no councils. 

7           At the last Study Session, the term 

8 "disenfranchise" was mentioned by Mr. Aames, and that 

9 was his reason for selecting Map 8.  But I believe that 

10 if disenfranchising voters was really a priority, we 

11 would not be naming the district in Map 8 Palo Verde 

12 when over 60 percent of its population will be of 

13 current Willow District residents. 

14           I still don't understand also why Map 5 wasn't 

15 selected when it had the most public opinion, if you 

16 want to talk about disfranchising again.  And 

17 franchising voters would be listening to those public 

18 comments. 

19           So I don't understand why Map 5 wasn't 

20 selected, other than, potentially, Mr. Leone and     

21 Mr. Aames would be running against each other, and I 

22 don't know who -- if somebody's running for mayor.  Or 

23 I don't know what the deal's going on. 

24           But these seem like Washington games.  And I 

25 think the most logical thing to do would to be to just 
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1 have Pine move north, as you saw it in the revised 8B, 

2 but have two other councilmembers run against each 

3 other.   

4           I would just like transparency on why that map 

5 wasn't selected and why you've chosen those decisions. 

6           I also want to say that I believe there should 

7 be an amendment to the charter -- the City Charter, 

8 Article 2, where it states the limits of term.  I 

9 believe that if there's a redistricting process where 

10 two incumbents are placed in the same district, their 

11 terms should just end and they should rerun.  Because 

12 what would be more enfranchising to voters than to have 

13 a special election called?   

14           So I would urge that if the current names stay, 

15 a resignation would be considered and a special 

16 election could be called.  And I would say that if the 

17 current names do not stay, that Palo Verde should be 

18 named Willow.  And if that doesn't happen, I hope that 

19 the citizens of Peoria wake up and we look at recall. 

20           Thank you.  

21           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 

22           Bill Bercu? 

23           MR. BERCU:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor and 

24 Councilmembers and the public here. 

25           I want to start out with a pleasant note and a 
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1 thank you to the Council.  I live in the area called 

2 Windmill, and we -- well, it was some months ago, 

3 vandals or thieves ripped all our signs off.  And in 

4 our area, we have most of the neighborhoods identified, 

5 so there's been big dark spots where whoever did it, 

6 stole the letters. 

7           Now, I don't know why you would steal the 

8 letters.  Maybe they thought they were gold bullion or 

9 whatever.  But in cooperation with the City and through 

10 my councilmember, we -- the neighbors, we collected, 

11 and the City -- we've reached an agreement and got new 

12 letters up.  And, hopefully, they won't think they're 

13 gold bullion and steal them again. 

14           Again, I just want to speak briefly on this 

15 question, Map 1 or Map 8.  I think -- you know, we've 

16 talked about all sort of things.  But I believe that -- 

17 my personal belief is that the area of greatest concern 

18 are just those areas written right there, between the 

19 Willow and Palo Verde Districts.  I mean, that's my 

20 opinion.   

21           And, again, I think that's been said before.  

22 Each one of those pins represents a current 

23 councilmember.  And that should Map 1 be chosen, we 

24 would end up with a district without anybody up there 

25 in Willow and two people in Palo Verde.  So, again, I 
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1 think that's what most of the discussion has been 

2 about.   

3           And why -- well, I'm going to have to say that 

4 I think there's something bigger to it than all that.    

5 I really think -- and I ask you this question.  And our 

6 time and history will tell us the truth.  Whatever 

7 happens if Map 1 is selected?  You know, it would open 

8 Willow for a new vacancy, and I just heard already that 

9 there's someone trying to advocate a sudden election in 

10 my district because of this.   

11           So I don't know.  I don't know what else is 

12 there, but I think those are two questions, and I think 

13 I have read something about them in the paper this last 

14 week.  And I just like to leave my thoughts as that, 

15 and we'll see what happens.   

16           So thank you. 

17           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you, sir. 

18           Joe McCord?  Joe? 

19           MR. McCORD:  I usually don't miss my name.   

20           Good evening, Mr. Mayor, ladies and gentlemen.  

21 And gentlemen, I'm going to use that term tonight 

22 because I believe that you are gentlemen.   

23           Carlo, Ron, Tony, Dave, you are gentlemen; I 

24 really believe that.  I believe that you want to do 

25 what is best for the entire city of Peoria.   



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING - 7/5/2011

(602) 230-1030
MORRIS-CROWE COURT REPORTING, LLC

32

1           Now, I'm not going to go over all the plowed 

2 ground.  We know why we're here.  We know what it's all 

3 about.  But I am going to show you one more time the 

4 Willow District, as it appears in Map 8.  Now, it 

5 doesn't take into consideration the 8A and the 8B, 

6 which, in my personal opinion, are even worse because 

7 now if you look over there, you've got two sections of 

8 it that are split and connected by a thin line down the 

9 middle of Deer Valley.  And that makes them even worse. 

10           Here's the point, gentlemen.  Map 8 -- Plan 8, 

11 whatever you want to call it, is not good for the city 

12 of Peoria.  It is not.  It is a bad plan, and it should 

13 not be adopted by this council.  Because what it does, 

14 it rips a whole district.  And Willow District, rips it 

15 to shreds and puts a portion of it up here and a 

16 portion down here.  And that is almost impossible for 

17 anyone to truly and honestly represent.   

18           Now, let's look at Map 1.  It doesn't have any 

19 of those problems.  It doesn't.  It, in fact, gives you 

20 everything you've asked for.   

21           Ron, Tony, Carlo, Dave, it gives you what 

22 you've asked for.  Everyone keeps their own district. 

23           Now, Joan is hurt.  But Joan has said, "Okay.  

24 If that happens, it's going to happen, and I'm not 

25 going to worry about it.  I will accept the 
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1 consequences of it." 

2           But 1 gives you what you've asked for.  It 

3 preserves the continuity of the districts.  They're 

4 compact.  And interestingly enough for most of the 

5 members, the people who voted for them will still be in 

6 the majority in this new layout in Map 1.  That's not 

7 true in 8.  That's not true in 8, and you know that. 

8           So I'm appealing to your sense of honor.  I'm 

9 appealing to your sense of dignity to do what is the 

10 right thing.  Truly, the right thing. 

11           Now, just as you are, I'm an elected public 

12 official.  Okay?  That's immaterial here, except that 

13 people have been calling me on the phone.  They've been 

14 contacting me by e-mail.  They've been contacting me in 

15 person in the neighborhood that I live.  And they say, 

16 "Will you please talk to them?  Will you please try to 

17 convince them that what we want is Map 1?" 

18           Now, actually, most of them wanted 5, but 

19 that's beside the point.  It doesn't exist anymore.  

20 What they wanted was 1. 

21           Some interesting numbers were passed out 

22 tonight.  If you look at all the votes that were cast 

23 for 1 versus 8, gee, there's 142 cast for 1.  100 cast 

24 for 8.  That's 1 and a half to 1, roughly. 

25           21 of those were anonymous.  Okay.  Maybe 
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1 legitimate, maybe not.  If we take it out, that's 142 

2 to 79.  That's almost 2 to 1.  Do we not care about 

3 what the public has indicated?  If we don't, then fine. 

4           Gentlemen -- Tony, Ron, Carlo, Dave -- I'm 

5 appealing to your sense of honor, as honorable 

6 gentlemen, to do the right thing.  Sometimes it's hard.  

7 But I'm saying the right thing in this case is Map 1.  

8 The right thing is not Map 8. 

9           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

10           Rachelle Barrett? 

11           MS. BARRETT:  Good evening, Mayor and Council.  

12 Thank you for the opportunity to talk.   

13           At this point, I'm not going to say anything 

14 you haven't already heard, in some version, in some 

15 shape, and in some form.  But I am going to take the 

16 opportunity to tell you a little story.   

17           I was at a meeting of one of the international 

18 volunteer groups I belong to in Mesa this last week.  

19 And like everywhere else, our shift in demographics and 

20 numbers brought us to the conversation of having to 

21 redraw our districts lines. 

22           And I was a tad bit ashamed that the comment 

23 made by someone from Mesa, and someone from   

24 Scottsdale -- and mind you, these are public leaders.  

25 Their comment was, "Just don't let the Peoria City 
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1 Council draw them.  No telling what they'll look like." 

2           But we know we don't have to worry about 

3 whether or not we'll be separated from our friends 

4 because we only want to represent our friends.  I was 

5 ashamed, and I'll leave you with that.  

6           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

7           David Evans? 

8           MR. EVANS:  Mr. Mayor, members of the City 

9 Council, I spoke once before, and this time my job is 

10 to read a letter from a woman who was not able to be 

11 here.  Her daughter's in labor and has some serious 

12 issues, and so I just got this a brief time ago.  But 

13 let me go ahead and give you her information. 

14           It's from Linda Rheichman, and she has spoken 

15 to the Council before.  So let me just go ahead and 

16 read this. 

17           (Reading) "On June 18th, the Peoria Republic 

18 stated," and I quote, "a majority of City 

19 Councilmembers have made it clear that they don't care 

20 what the people they serve want.  When they act like 

21 egocentric rogs, they desire an earful from the people 

22 they serve," end quote. 

23           "During a budget meeting, Carlo Leone was 

24 quoted as saying, quote, 'We serve the little people 

25 who live across the street from City Hall.' 
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1           "Little people, really? 

2           "Next, concerning the redistricting process, 

3 Dave Pearson was quoted as saying, quote, 'Public 

4 feedback was just that: feedback and not votes, that 

5 should necessarily outweigh the council's decision.' 

6           "Mr. Pearson made this statement, even though 

7 the redistricting web page clearly called for a public 

8 vote on the six maps. 

9           "Come election day in 2012, Mr. Pearson, you 

10 will receive feedback once more in the form of official 

11 votes. 

12           "Mr. Aames made the statement that he 

13 discounted 518 votes for Map 5 because that many votes 

14 are statistically illogical. 

15           "The fact is, at the time he made this 

16 statement, Map 5 had received 215 votes.  Apparently, 

17 Mr. Aames isn't any better at reading reports than he 

18 is at reading contracts. 

19           "I would have included a quote from Mr. Rivero, 

20 but I couldn't find one. 

21           "On July 2nd, the Peoria Times stated, 'Those 

22 willing to take the time in engage civically, should 

23 not have their opinions disregarded. 

24           "The four of you may continue to disregard 

25 public opinion, but the public will not disregard your 
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1 actions.  All actions have consequences, good or bad, 

2 based on the action. 

3           "Gentlemen, what will your consequences be?" 

4           Thank you.   

5           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  

6           Ms. Kim Price Olsen?   

7           MS. OLSEN:  Good evening.  I had something else 

8 written, but I just wanted to ask you, Mrs. Evans -- if 

9 this is an agenda item, I don't know if she can reply 

10 now or maybe later --  

11           But one of the first speakers mentioned that 

12 most -- I thought I understood her to say that your 

13 district moved with you.  When you have a chance to 

14 comment, will you say how many actual houses or homes 

15 or residences move with you if you go with Map 8? 

16           And I'd also like to say is, regardless of 

17 which map you choose, I won't fall in Mrs. Evans' 

18 district anymore, so I'm not here on her behalf.   

19           But thank you very much.  You've been 

20 wonderful. 

21           And the other thing I'd like to reiterate is 

22 Mr. McCord talked about honor.  I'm using the word 

23 "ethical."  Because I know this question has been asked 

24 before. 

25           And, Mr. Rivero, you usually ask a question -- 
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1 I watch you a lot on television -- before a vote.  And 

2 please don't ask if it's legal.  We know it's legal.   

3 I want to ask yourself, is it ethical? 

4           I'm sure the citizens of Peoria would like to 

5 hear from you, and also from you, Mr. Leone.  More in 

6 your voices, not in just nods of your head, but in 

7 words.  Please explain why you're supporting -- what 

8 you're supporting in the redistricting process and why 

9 you chose to name it Palo Verde when really I think -- 

10           Mrs. Evans, you can probably explain this 

11 better.   

12           I think that the portion of the map in Map 8 

13 and in Map 1 -- I think there's a higher portion of 

14 Willow District voters and people in our area, that 

15 Oakwood area.  A lot of you know that we're very 

16 active.  We vote.  We're involved.  We're involved in 

17 elections.  We're involved at the school district.   

18           And so I really think that the fair thing to  

19 do, if there were more people that came from that 

20 original Willow District, it should have been named 

21 Willow.  And then, hey, in a year and a half, it 

22 doesn't belong to Joan Evans.  That's the seat of the 

23 people, and then we'll have an election.   

24           And whoever is in that district -- it could be 

25 Mr. Aames.  It could be Ms. Evans.  It could be another 
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1 good citizen that stands up and says, "Hey, I'd like to 

2 run for city council.  I want to represent my city that 

3 I'm proud of." 

4           So back to this.  We need to know from you,  

5 Mr. Rivero, when you make your vote, and Mr. Leone.   

6 We need to know if you understand the complexity of the 

7 issues that are before you.   

8           During the community meeting, which I attended, 

9 Mr. Leone did say that you wanted the votes -- you 

10 didn't want incumbents to run against each other.  But 

11 I know you realized after that meeting that this is not 

12 about two councilmembers.  This is about what is best 

13 for our city and the longevity of 154,000 people, not 

14 two people.  What's best for all of us. 

15           MR. BARRETT:  Your time is up.  I'm going to 

16 ask you to wrap up your comment. 

17           MS. OLSEN:  Okay. 

18           Mr. Rivero, please don't ask again if it's 

19 legal.  Please ask if it's ethical.  And we know it's 

20 legal.  I just want to know:  Is this just another 

21 ethical charge that no one will remember when it comes 

22 around election time? 

23           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

24           That's the end of the public comments.  We have 

25 a motion on the floor for redistricting concepts.     
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1 We now need a --  

2           Oh, you're back just in time, Mr. Kemp. 

3           We now need an amended motion, right, to 

4 discuss one of the two maps?  

5           MR. KEMP:  Yes.  Mayor and Council, what I'd 

6 recommend is that you entertain an amendment to the 

7 motion for a particular map.  And then the council 

8 could discuss that amendment.  And depending on the 

9 action and the motion, then council could discuss any 

10 adjustments they wanted to the map.  

11           MR. BARRETT:  Could I have a motion? 

12           Mr. Rivero?  

13           MR. RIVERO:  I'll motion Map No. 8. 

14           MR. BARRETT:  Do I have a second? 

15           MR. LEONE:  I'll second it.         

16           MR. BARRETT:  It's been moved and seconded to 

17 consider Map No. 8. 

18           Do you have any other comments? 

19           MR. RIVERO:  I do. 

20           I want to thank the City Council, the Mayor, 

21 and the community for being involved in this long 

22 redistricting process.  I want to start by saying that 

23 I was not involved in the original redistricting 

24 discussions prior to my term. 

25           And because of this, I met with staff at the 
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1 beginning of the year to become familiar with the 

2 process and inquire about redistricting.  And amongst 

3 my many questions, I had one simple question for staff.  

4 And that was, was it possible, if we met the Justice 

5 Department guidelines, could we keep all current 

6 incumbents in their districts. 

7           And at that time, staff's response was no.    

8 In the recent months, staff presented six possible 

9 options.  And shortly after the six maps were 

10 presented, staff was directed to develop maps that kept 

11 all councilmembers in the district and met Justice 

12 Department guidelines. 

13           The staff and the consultant agreed that these 

14 new maps would meet the Justice Department guidelines. 

15           This has become a big issue for the City of 

16 Peoria, as redistricting is very important.  

17 Unfortunately, the controversy was a result of new maps 

18 being requested later in the process.  This should not 

19 have been an issue today had staff presented all viable 

20 options to Council. 

21           Map No. 8 should have been part of the original 

22 recommendation to the Council.  In Map No. 8, the 

23 Acacia District will stay intact.  We will have equal 

24 representation, and the minority population will be 

25 protected.   
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1           That has been my position from day one.  This 

2 has been my position throughout the process, and I will 

3 continue to support Map 8.  Thank you.  

4           MR. BARRETT:  Any other questions or comments? 

5           Mr. Aames? 

6           MR. AAMES:  Yes.  I'd like to speak a little 

7 also. 

8           First, I would like to say that it is bogus -- 

9 it is a bogus argument to say that Council was ignoring 

10 citizen input when it chose to consider additional 

11 maps, such as Map 8. 

12           On May 11th and 12th, the initial six maps were 

13 finally available for preview at three locations in the 

14 city.  Small numbers of citizens went to these 

15 locations to review these maps.  About eight citizens 

16 attended the preview held in the Pine Room at City 

17 Hall.  While about 12 attended the preview held at the 

18 Lighthouse Church on 83rd Avenue. 

19           The citizens I talked to at those meetings were 

20 not sure about which map they preferred, and some of 

21 them said they wanted to see maps that kept their 

22 councilmember in their district.  Also other citizens 

23 who looked at maps on the Peoria website told me they 

24 wanted to see maps that kept all councilmembers in 

25 their district.   
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1           The point is that while some citizens now say 

2 they didn't want to see additional maps and that it's 

3 outrageous that we're considering additional maps, 

4 others wanted to see more maps.  In fact, the council 

5 was being responsive to citizen input by requesting 

6 additional maps, not disregarding input, as some of the 

7 citizens speaking today and the Peoria Republic have 

8 wrongly claimed. 

9           Also it is the Council's responsibility to 

10 consider different maps under different criteria, not 

11 bury our heads in the sand and say we can't consider 

12 other maps.  What if we always said the first thing -- 

13 the first thing we see is it?  We can't consider other 

14 options.  That would not be good for the City.   

15           Like citizens, May 11th and 12th, were the 

16 first time the Council had a chance to review the 

17 initial maps.  We were not late in the game, as the 

18 Peoria Republic said.  It wasn't the 11th hour.  This 

19 was the next iteration.  We asked for additional maps.  

20 We've seen additional maps. 

21           Now, many citizens opposed to Map 8 today said 

22 Map 1 is the best for the City.  A few gave some 

23 arguments.  But mostly their argument for saying it is 

24 the best is that the Council ignored citizen input by 

25 requesting additional maps.  That's looking at the 
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1 process.  And I've said it's been a fair and legitimate 

2 process.  And many citizens wanted to see more maps, as 

3 well as some that didn't.  

4           Anyway, that's looking at the process.  

5 Wrongly, I argue.  But none the less, arguing that 

6 rather than the merits of Map 1 over Map 8 is not 

7 productive for making a choice.  That doesn't help us 

8 make a choice. 

9           Here is why I have concluded that Map 8 is the 

10 best for the city.  It keeps all councilmembers in 

11 their district, and that is best for the city because 

12 continuity with current districts is maintained. 

13           The districts must move north.  And it makes 

14 sense for two districts, Ironwood and Willow, in Map 8, 

15 to move up together, as the city will continue to grow 

16 in that direction over the next decades.   

17           Map 8 is a sound, legal design.  The shape of 

18 the new Willow District, which some have wrongly 

19 criticized, already exists north of Bell.  Now it goes 

20 a little higher and then moves across the city, just as 

21 it does in Map 1.  It is a contiguous map that fulfills 

22 all legal criteria.   

23           Also to keep communities of interest whole, 

24 districts can't move up the center of the narrow middle 

25 of the city.  To bring more districts north now and in 
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1 the future, our geography requires moving north along 

2 the eastern side of 83rd Avenue, which you see is 

3 accomplished in Map 8. 

4           Also other districts in Map 8 move vertically 

5 north.  And some of them look a lot like -- if you'd 

6 look at Pine, it's kind of a similar shape as Willow is 

7 in Map 8. 

8           Now, geographically, Peoria is considerably 

9 more vertical than horizontal.  And it's best to 

10 redistrict with that in mind, not continue our 

11 horizontal look that worked when we were just pretty 

12 much a southern city -- the southern part of the city. 

13           Keeping all councilmembers in their district 

14 least negates the votes that have already been cast for 

15 councilmembers.  There's been some talk about, well, 

16 maybe it's a little more or a little less in the new 

17 Palo Verde -- of the old Willow versus the new Palo 

18 Verde. 

19           One thing that was not mentioned.  I've just 

20 been elected, so I have three and a half more years.  

21 So if I moved up north, that would be three and a half 

22 more years.  So the years are important.  It's not just 

23 the number of people that are in a district.  It's how 

24 long one is going to represent people who never voted 

25 for him or her. 
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1           In Map 1, a councilmember moves into a district 

2 where absolutely no one voted for him or her.  Such 

3 extreme disenfranchisement of voters does not occur 

4 with Map 8. 

5           In Map 8, two districts move north.  But the 

6 bottom of those districts remain in the southern part 

7 of the city.  This means that council decisions will 

8 more often focus on what's good for the city, overall, 

9 rather than what's best for the north versus what's 

10 best for the south of the city.  I think that's 

11 important as well. 

12           I have a lot of reasons why I think Map 8 is a 

13 better choice.  I did consider Map 1.  I considered it 

14 seriously as well, but 8 wins out for me. 

15           I have some other observations about -- there 

16 may be some hidden political agendas here occurring on 

17 the part of some of the citizens who are speaking.  But 

18 I'm not going to talk about that. 

19           Thank you.   

20           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

21           Ms. Evans? 

22           MS. EVANS:  I just want to go past into history 

23 and make sure -- because some things have been out 

24 there that weren't accurate.  So I want to make sure 

25 that that process is complete.   
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1           The process that we decided upon a long time 

2 ago was not to consider the location of where the 

3 councilmembers lived.  I knew that I was certainly at 

4 risk of not having a council district.  That was clear 

5 to me.  But in the best interest of the city, what I 

6 wanted was the most compact, the one that kept 

7 neighborhoods together. 

8           And so be it if that happens.  I did want to 

9 run again.  I do want to run again.  But so be it.   

10           I personally wanted No. 3.  That was the one I 

11 wanted, and it kept me in my district without another 

12 council person.  Well, that was the one I wanted.  And, 

13 obviously, that was removed from us there, too.  

14           So it was decided by some to have three more 

15 maps drawn.  And those three more maps were drawn with 

16 the stipulation that everyone stay in their district.  

17 And that is a direct opposition to what I personally 

18 felt, as a councilmember and as someone who represents 

19 the community.  So I've never asked to be kept in. 

20           However, the map that many people are -- that's 

21 on the board right now, Map 8, actually does that to 

22 me, the one who didn't want it done to anybody.  It 

23 does it to me, not to any of the other people.  

24           If you look at the map, you will see that south 

25 of Skunk Creek, where I live, there are 62 homes and    
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1 2 farms.  That is all of my community.  Everything else 

2 south of that is not included.  It is plucked out and 

3 put where it is. 

4           So I would like to make a motion that that 

5 little -- if we're going to go with 8, I move that we 

6 take that little plucked out area, just those 62 homes 

7 and the 2 farms, and put them into what is being called 

8 Palo Verde.  I think it amounts to not very many 

9 people. 

10           I move that.  That is my motion. 

11           MR. BARRETT:  No.  We have to select a map 

12 first.  Then we can come back and -- 

13           MS. EVANS:  I'm actually amending -- 

14           MR. BARRETT:  We'll can come back and consider 

15 that during the tweaks.  

16           MS. EVANS:  No.  I'm amending the motion. 

17           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  

18           Can I have a second? 

19           (No response.) 

20           MS. EVANS:  No? 

21           MR. BARRETT:  It dies for lack of a second. 

22           MS. EVANS:  Okay.  All right.  It dies.     

23 I'll keep going then. 

24           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  

25           MS. EVANS:  But what I am saying is that those 
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1 people in my neighborhood, it is not in their best 

2 interest.  It's not in the best interest of the sports 

3 complex because, eventually, what will happen, even if 

4 I decide to run and I serve for another five years --  

5 I serve out my year and another five years.  

6 Eventually, the people in that large group up there are 

7 the people that are in the community together and will 

8 elect someone from their community.   

9           And that's the way it should be, but it will 

10 affect our sports complex.  It will affect our 

11 entertainment district.  It will affect my neighbors 

12 and the two farms that need someone to keep    

13 McClendon Farms out there delivering the kind of fresh 

14 food that they deliver to all over the state and the 

15 world.   

16           So I have tried very hard.  I think I have been 

17 civil in my discourse.  I don't think I have attacked 

18 anyone.  I would like to say that my husband read a 

19 letter that he was handed to read.  It was out of 

20 character, some of the things that he said, but that 

21 was not him; it was reading somebody's letter for him. 

22           We have both attempted to be very civil and 

23 kind to people while we have sought to get our opinions 

24 across.  And our goal has been not for me to continue 

25 on council, but for the best interest of the city to 
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1 happen.  And a compact district is the best interest of 

2 our city. 

3           Thank you.  

4           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

5           Mr. Pearson? 

6           MR. PEARSON:  Thank you.   

7           Mr. Johnson, you said you could put both maps 

8 on at the same time.  Could you do that, Map 1 and   

9 Map 8? 

10           If someone else wanted to make comments while 

11 we're waiting, that's fine, or we can just sit and 

12 wait. 

13           MR. JOHNSON:  It'll just take one minute. 

14           MR. BARRETT:  Do you want to speak now,     

15 Vice Mayor, or do you want to wait until he's done? 

16           MS. CARLAT:  No, I can wait. 

17           MR. BARRETT:  Wait?  Okay. 

18           Go ahead.  

19           MR. AAMES:  Ms. Evans just talked about, you 

20 know, the 64 homes, I think.  I actually have the map 

21 of the southern part of the Willow District.  And 

22 around her home, there are 79, 29, and 92 north of  

23 West Tierra Boulevard.  And then you go toward the 

24 Peoria Complex, 276, and then you cross 83rd, 640.  

25 There are a lot more seats there -- a lot more homes 
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1 there, population. 

2           MS. EVANS:  And then the other side is     

3 Skunk Creek, sir. 

4           MR. AAMES:  We can all draw a circle, I guess, 

5 around our own home, but...  

6           MS. EVANS:  Well, that's what happened. 

7           (Laughter and applause.) 

8           MR. PEARSON:  Is it possible for you to make 

9 them just a little smaller so we can see all the 

10 districts?   

11           MR. JOHNSON:  Okay. 

12           MR. PEARSON:  And make them about the same 

13 size.  We don't need all of Mesquite, but at least the 

14 part that's -- there we go. 

15           Good.  Thank you very much.   

16           So on the left-hand side, we have Map 8, and on 

17 the right-hand side, we have Map 1.  Correct?  

18           MR. JOHNSON:  Correct. 

19           MR. PEARSON:  Okay.  I have listened closely to 

20 the comments from Council and the public over many, 

21 many weeks.  The focus of much of the conversation has 

22 been on the process.  We have spent more time 

23 discussing the parentage of these maps than the 

24 children themselves.   

25           There has been a remarkable amount of political 
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1 rhetoric on this topic, including threats of recall and 

2 personal attacks.  This political theater is 

3 interesting, in and of itself.  Councilmembers have 

4 lobbied supporters on both sides and tried to generate 

5 political pressure and momentum for one or the other 

6 maps.   

7           This is politics American-style.  Nothing wrong 

8 with it, but it should be noted and pointed out.   

9           But now we're at the point where we must decide 

10 on one redistricting map.  So it is right and proper 

11 that we spend some time looking at them as objectively 

12 as we can.  So I'm going to ask you to look at these 

13 maps, Council and the public, as we go through them.   

14           If you look at Mesquite at the top, on Map 8, 

15 on the left and the Mesquite on the top of Map 1, on 

16 the right, you notice there's not a whole lot of 

17 difference.  Map 8 moves Mesquite down a little bit 

18 towards the south, but, essentially, about the same.   

19           Ms. Carlat is the councilwoman there.  Whether 

20 we vote for Map 8 or Map 1, she remains in her 

21 district. 

22           Ironwood District, if you look down, is the 

23 linear district.  One of the most linear districts in 

24 the city, essentially from Thunderbird Road to      

25 Deer Valley.  And if you look at Map 1, you'll see that 
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1 the plan there moved Ironwood to the north and the 

2 east.  Plan 8, it just moves it pretty much to the 

3 north.   

4           The district that you see now is pretty much 

5 the district that exists now, that I represent.  I 

6 would be the councilman in Map 1, and I would be the 

7 councilman in Map 8.  Not a whole lot of difference.  

8 In fact, it looks very much like the map we have right 

9 now. 

10           Moving down to Pine District.  Pine District in 

11 the southern part of the city.  If you look at those, 

12 there's not a whole lot of difference between those two 

13 maps, just minor differences. 

14           Look at Acacia.  In Acacia District, there are 

15 some minor differences between Map 8 and Map 1, but not 

16 a whole lot, pretty similar. 

17           Palo Verde.  If you look at Palo Verde 

18 District, you'll notice that, basically, the difference 

19 between Map 1 and Map 8 is kind of a triangular-shaped 

20 area up in the northern part of Map 1 with Palo Verde. 

21           The point is that five out of six of these  

22 maps -- of these district designs are pretty much the 

23 same.  There really isn't a whole lot of difference.  

24 There are minor tweaks for five out of the six.  

25           So what's the big deal?  What's the big deal?  
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1 What's the fury?   

2           Well, if you look at Willow, you will see.  

3 Willow District is really the focal point, the issue of 

4 all of this.  And, quite frankly, this is the product 

5 of a lot of politics.  And if you've read recently an 

6 article in the Arizona Republic, there's a political 

7 divide on this Council that started way before the 

8 redistricting started, and it has continued to today. 

9           But I think it's incumbent upon us to look at 

10 what really is the issue.  If reasonable people, 

11 honorable people, can see that five out of six of those 

12 districts are pretty much the same, then all of these 

13 claims about gerrymandering, and whatever other terms 

14 were used, seem to be just political rhetoric.  And 

15 that's exactly what they are. 

16           What we really need to do is focus on Willow 

17 District and what the differences are.  Quite frankly, 

18 there are big differences.  On Map 1, you can see that 

19 Willow District is compact.  It clearly is compact.   

20           If you look at Map 8, you can see that it 

21 crosses Bell Road, goes up north, curls around to the 

22 west part of the city, over in that area and certainly 

23 doesn't look as pretty as Map 1.  I would say Map 1 is 

24 definitely a map maker's map.   

25           But what about that compact idea?  There were 
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1 so many of you that said, "Well, it's important that a 

2 district be compact," and I'm here to disagree with 

3 you.  And I'll tell you why. 

4           Why would I support Map 8, with a district -- 

5 Willow District, which is really the contentious ploy 

6 here -- that it travels from central Peoria all the way 

7 up into north Peoria.  Why would I support that? 

8           I served on the Council in the 1990s, 

9 representing, at one time, most of Peoria, north of 

10 Cactus Road.  That's right.  I represented north 

11 Peoria, and I learned right away that there a bias 

12 against north Peoria that was unhealthy and 

13 unproductive.  I was the only one.  I couldn't get 

14 anybody to help me on anything. 

15           I remember thinking that population growth 

16 would change this, that it would change the balance of 

17 power to the north, and then we'd get our share.  I was 

18 wrong to think that.  That is the wrong, wrong thing to 

19 think. 

20           I've come to believe that the greatest 

21 challenge facing this city is not the economy or job 

22 creation or even protecting our beautiful natural 

23 landscapes.  The most daunting challenge is how we 

24 develop the heart of this city.  How we become one 

25 city, not a collection of parts. 
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1           Too often we identify with the homeowners' 

2 association or a region of Peoria.  Despite what we say 

3 publicly, councilmembers look out for their 

4 constituents first.  It's human nature.  It's the way 

5 to get reelected.   

6           Just as there is a division on this Council, 

7 there is a growing divide between north and south 

8 Peoria, the new and old.  So if human nature is at play 

9 here, how do we help the heart overcome the mind?  One 

10 way is to design district boundaries that cross the 

11 divide, those literally and figuratively crossing the 

12 divide. 

13           When I look at these two maps, I see one that 

14 plays to human nature and another -- that although 

15 imperfect, and I will admit Map 8 doesn't look as 

16 pretty.  It's imperfect, but it begins to form council 

17 districts that cross geographic and cultural boundaries 

18 and stands for a better chance for playing to the heart 

19 of the city.   

20           I know that there is an attempt to move the 

21 balance of power in this city.  I'm saying it's the 

22 wrong thing to happen in this city.  I'm saying that we 

23 need councilmembers that represent, not one region, not 

24 one enclave, but we need councilmembers that represent 

25 the length of this city.  And we need to begin by 
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1 designing districts that are more linear, north and 

2 south.   

3           They won't look pretty.  They'll be jagged.  

4 They'll be ragged.  But we'll have councilmembers who 

5 won't be representing just north and south.  We'll have 

6 councilmembers who will be representing views from all 

7 parts of the city, all cultures of the city, all 

8 economic strata. 

9           I had an interesting phone call -- a wonderful 

10 phone call, actually, with the leader of one of the 

11 major political parties a week or so ago.  It was great 

12 conversation, and we agreed on a lot of things.  But 

13 one thing we didn't agree on was Map 8.   

14           And I got the impression from the phone call, 

15 not only the impression, but I was told that this 

16 person would really, really like the city politics to 

17 become more partisan.  

18           I've heard that before.  I've run against it in 

19 one of my elections.  I respectively said no.  And I 

20 say no to my Democrat friends, my Republican friends, 

21 that I will oppose any divisiveness in Peoria.  I will 

22 oppose it with all the meager skills that I have, the 

23 passion that I can summon.  I will not stand by and 

24 watch my home town be divided into red and blue 

25 districts.   
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1           Although I may agree with one Republican or 

2 Democratic Party issue, I will not agree with partisan 

3 elections in Peoria.  I will not. 

4           Map 8, as jagged and as untidy as it appears, 

5 is my line in the sand.  And those who wish to divide 

6 this city, either for partisan politics or just because 

7 it's human nature, shall not cross that line. 

8           I support Map 8.  Thank you very much. 

9           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

10           Vice Mayor?    

11           MS. CARLAT:  Okay.  I just want to make sure 

12 that we're talking about redistricting here.  I think 

13 we kind of went off on some subjects there that don't 

14 have anything to do with what we're discussing tonight.  

15 This is not about power.  This is not about partisan 

16 politics.  This is not about drawing any lines in the 

17 sand.  This is about these two maps that we're looking 

18 at here.   

19           One of these maps, Map 8, shouldn't even exist.  

20 We had six maps that were drawn.  We had a huge public 

21 process that was very inclusive.  And as a matter of 

22 fact, I'm looking at some numbers here of people -- 

23 citizens, citizens of Peoria who got involved.  211 of 

24 them chose Map 3.  208 of them chose Map 4.  215 of 

25 them chose Map 5.  All three of those maps were 
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1 disregarded.  They are not the maps we are looking at 

2 today. 

3           Map 1 was not one of the maps that they chose.  

4 Only 15 people had chosen that map.  Map 8 didn't exist 

5 then.  Map 8 came on board because after all of these 

6 people got involved, one of the councilmembers said,   

7 "I want three new maps that include all of the 

8 councilmembers in their own district and no two 

9 councilmembers in the same district."   

10           That was the edict.  That is how Map 8 came to 

11 be.  That is how all of this public process got thrown 

12 out.  That is why all of these people are here tonight 

13 to say, "I am upset.  You asked for our opinion, and 

14 you threw it away." 

15           Everybody can see, there's -- I mean, it's 

16 very, very obvious when you look at Map No. 8 that it 

17 is gerrymandered.  There is no reason that this 

18 southern portion of it should be attached to the 

19 northern portion of it.  It doesn't make sense.  It's 

20 not logical.  It's an insult to people's common sense. 

21           There's no partisan politics here.  There's no 

22 power play.  We're talking about common sense.  Why 

23 would somebody live in that southern portion near the 

24 sports complex and have anything to do with 

25 representing the people who live north of Deer Valley, 
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1 who live around Beardsley, who live all the way up to 

2 Pinnacle Peak Road?   

3           That person does not travel those streets.  

4 That person does not shop in the same places they do.  

5 They don't go to the same doctors, grocery stores.  

6 There's not a commonality.  That is the reason that we 

7 have districts in the first place, so that people 

8 represent citizens who are like them, who have common 

9 kinds of environment to them.  That's a great thing 

10 about districting.   

11           If we are not going to have that, we should 

12 just be at-large.  It would only make sense for us all 

13 to be at-large, live wherever you want, you know, and 

14 run for election at-large.  But that is not what we 

15 have in the city of Peoria.   

16           We have district systems.  We have those 

17 commonalities.  We like to elect people who live near 

18 us, who will care about our environment, our property 

19 values, the things that are important to us. 

20           Map 8 doesn't have that.  If Councilmember 

21 Evans did not live in the southern portion there, 

22 nobody would be thinking this was logical.  It just 

23 doesn't make sense.   

24           So if we're looking at something that makes 

25 common sense for the next decade, all of these citizens 
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1 cannot be wrong.  All of these citizens, public votes, 

2 their voices cannot be thrown away.  That's not who we 

3 are in the city of Peoria.  That's not who we've ever 

4 been for.  I hate to see us becoming that now. 

5           Map No. 8 is an insult and should be thrown 

6 away.  Thank you. 

7           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.  

8           Mr. Leone?   

9           MR. LEONE:  Thank you, Mayor. 

10           The first thing I want to say is that I'm glad 

11 everybody's here and that they spoke up in what they 

12 believe in.  That's great.  That's what this country's 

13 all about. 

14           I do want to thank Dave Pearson for not making 

15 this a partisan conflict because I'm the only Democrat 

16 on the Council here.  So I just want to mention. 

17           Thank you, Dave. 

18           Anyway, Cathy asked last time why I wanted   

19 No. 8, and that young lady up there asked why I wanted 

20 No. 8, and I'm going to tell you. 

21           No. 8 keeps Joan Evans in her district.  It may 

22 be not much of a district, but it's in her district.  

23 The people voted for her, and she should be able to 

24 represent those people until either she gets -- unless 

25 she's out of office.   
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1           Now, if she doesn't want to go up to     

2 Ventana Lakes, that's her problem.  I have to come from 

3 114th Avenue, from Suncliff, all the way up.  Now I 

4 have to cross Grand Avenue, which I never had to do 

5 before in 13 years.  Now I've got to cross Grand, and 

6 I'm going to have some people in Cactus, all the way to 

7 Thunderbird. 

8           Now, if you look at that map, that's quite a 

9 job for me.  And I'm not arguing.  To me, it's a new 

10 adventure.  I like to meet new people.  I'll be talking 

11 to them.  I'll go up there, and I'll meet with them.  

12 It's a new adventure, and it should be a new adventure 

13 for Joan. 

14           I'm going to lose people on 85th Avenue to 

15 Tony.  As much as I hate to lose them, I've had them 

16 for 13 years.  They're great people.  And one of them 

17 asked me, "Are you going to be our councilman?" 

18           At first, I said that they're not going to 

19 touch this area.  Come to find out, they're taking 85th 

20 away from me and giving it to Tony.  Well, you know, 

21 this is something that has to happen. 

22           The last two or three years, we've been talking 

23 about everybody going up north.  Everybody has to move.  

24 I'm moving up there, not my house but my district.  So 

25 Willow has to move up there also. 
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1           Now, if she really wants to be a council person 

2 like I do -- and I intend to run in 2014.  And I don't 

3 care what Joe McCord says; I'm not going to get beat.  

4 Because Joe McCord wants -- number one, so he could run 

5 in the new Willow District where there's nobody -- a 

6 candidate. 

7           MR. BARRETT:  Well, wait.  Hold it.  Hold it.  

8 I'm not allowing them to attack us.  Please don't 

9 attack the audience. 

10           MR. LEONE:  Okay.  Sorry about that. 

11           MR. BARRETT:  That's all right. 

12           MR. LEONE:  Now, if Joan Evans really wanted 

13 her district, she'd fight for it.  She would say, "I'm 

14 a Willow District candidate.  My people voted for me, 

15 and I'm going to fight for it.  I'm going to stay in 

16 the Willow District." 

17           I would.  I wouldn't back up.  I wouldn't take 

18 No. 1 and throw the towel in.  I have no respect for 

19 people like that.  The respect that I would have -- 

20 that the -- 

21           MR. BARRETT:  Carlo.   

22           MR. LEONE: -- chaired district, like No. 8 -- 

23           MR. BARETT:  Carlo.  Carlo. 

24           MR. LEONE:  -- I would run for -- yes?  

25           MR. BARRETT:  Carlo, don't attack Joan either. 
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1           MR. LEONE:  Okay.  Sorry. 

2           Okay.  Anyway, what I want to say is that I 

3 support No. 8 for those reasons.  And I would hope  

4 that -- I know the citizens out there, their minds are 

5 made up, just like mine is.  But I will support No. 8. 

6           But I think the council person in the Willow 

7 District should stay there and fight for her district.  

8 If that council person doesn't want to fight, then 

9 that's up to her.  But I know I would.   

10           And as far as Cathy saying about going up to -- 

11 making new travel.  She doesn't go to the store with 

12 these people.  She doesn't go to church.  She doesn't 

13 go to the same doctors.   

14           Well, the people on Thunderbird, I don't go to 

15 their church.  I don't go to their stores.  I don't go 

16 to their doctors.  I don't even know who they are yet.  

17 Ron is going to take me up there next weekend and 

18 introduce me to the area -- not to the people, but to 

19 the area.  And I'm going to have to go up there and 

20 check this out myself. 

21           That's why -- that's my job.  That's why I was 

22 elected.  And if I have to go up north, I will.  At 

23 first, they had me going up to, I guess, what,     

24 Happy Valley Road or Deer Valley Road or someplace.    

25 I know Union Hills.  They had me going up there.       
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1 I wouldn't mind.   

2           It's a new adventure.  To me, it's a new 

3 adventure.  I like to meet different people and see how 

4 the other side lives.   

5           And, again, I want to thank the people being 

6 here today and all the input.  But I will support    

7 No. 8.  And if they want to run against me or recall 

8 me, that's up to them.   

9           Thank you. 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

11           Ms. Evans, I don't want this to be a back and 

12 forth.  So let's wrap it up... 

13           MS. EVANS:  Okay.  I just want to make it clear 

14 that whatever district I am in, if I am able to run 

15 again, I will run again.  I have a lot of signs left. 

16           But I am looking for the future.  I am saying 

17 what is best for our city, and that's what I've said 

18 all along.   

19           MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.   

20           Before I call for the vote, do you have Map 6 

21 available?   

22           If we were all concerned about splitting the 

23 city on a north/south basis, why didn't we select    

24 Map 6?  Thank you.   

25           This is 19R, Redistricting Concepts, Map 8.  
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1 Please vote.  The clerk will record the vote. 

2           MALE SPEAKER:  Is this Map 8? 

3           MR. BARRETT:  May 8, yes. 

4           MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible -- away from 

5 microphone.) 

6           MR. KEMP:  No, this is the amendment to the 

7 original motion.  So this will approve Map 8 as the 

8 amendment to the original motion.   

9           And then my recommendation would be, after you 

10 do that, if it passes, you can then discuss what tweaks 

11 you'd like to make.  

12           MR. BARRETT:  Right. 

13           It is approved with those dissenting being 

14 Evans, Carlat, and myself.  

15           Thank you. 

16           Now, tweaks.  Did you have tweaks?   

17           MR. AAMES:  Yeah, I do have a small tweak, and 

18 it just involves a business district.  This is in    

19 Map 8, and it's between -- and I've talked about this 

20 with our consultant.  In fact, I talked about it when 

21 we very first met.   

22           It's between 91st and the 101 and Grand and, 

23 so-called, Cactus.  Cactus really ends at 91, and you 

24 have a business industrial park there, and that should 

25 be kept whole.  It actually runs up to the    
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1 Sweetwater Avenue line.   

2           In fact, if you continue the line, just 

3 straight on Cactus through there, you actually run 

4 through a building.  So it doesn't make sense to do 

5 that. 

6           Do you have it there? 

7           MR. JOHNSON:  Yeah. 

8           MR. AAMES:  And there's no population so it 

9 doesn't affect any of the statistics.   

10           And Pine still goes around there, right, on the 

11 other side of the freeway. 

12           MR. JOHNSON:  Just to confirm, that is a zero 

13 population change. 

14           MR. AAMES:  Yes.  Thank you.  

15           MR. BARRETT:  A question?  Go ahead. 

16           MR. LEONE:  Do we have to vote on the tweaks? 

17           MR. BARRETT:  Yeah, we'll go ahead and --  

18           Do you have other suggestions? 

19           MR. AAMES:  No, I don't. 

20           MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, I would also suggest 

21 that you may want to deal with the amendments that you 

22 suggested at the prior Study Session, in terms of 8A or 

23 8B.  You had asked at the prior Study Session that the 

24 consultant bring back a tweak to the Hispanic content 

25 of Acacia, as well as a slight modification to Willow. 
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1           Just so we have a clear direction of what to 

2 bring back to you in August, in terms of drawing 

3 boundaries, I would ask that you deal with 8A or 8B so 

4 we know that as well. 

5           MR. BARRETT:  Go ahead and address it.  

6           MR. AAMES:  Yes, I talked about those tweaks, 

7 but I'm no longer interested in them because you've 

8 showed the straight Map 8, and it really has the same 

9 Hispanic population.  In fact, it has a little bit 

10 higher, in terms of the voting age.  It's slight, 

11 point, something. 

12           And my interest was to be sure that we brought 

13 up -- if we could bring up the Hispanic percentage 

14 higher in Acacia.  But, apparently, this is what we 

15 could do, so... 

16           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  So as far as tweaks, 

17 you're done? 

18           MR. AAMES:  I'm done unless other people bring 

19 up tweaks, then I may speak to tweaks. 

20           MR. BARRETT:  I'm going to ask them right now.  

21 Don't go away. 

22           MR. JOHNSON:  Mayor Barrett? 

23           MR. BARRETT:  Yes, sir.  

24           MR. JOHNSON:  Just to make sure the record's 

25 clear, it's slighter higher in citizen voting age, 
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1 rather than voting age population.  Just wanted to make 

2 sure that's clear. 

3           MR. BARRETT:  Is anyone else offering any 

4 tweaks? 

5           Seeing none then, would you like to move for 

6 acceptance of your revised map? 

7           MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  I move we accept Map 8 with 

8 the slight tweak for that industrial district west of 

9 91st, south of Cactus. 

10           MR. BARRETT:  Do we have a second? 

11           MR. LEONE:  I'll second it. 

12           MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  It's been moved and 

13 seconded.  Moved by Mr. Aames and seconded by Mr. Leone 

14 to go ahead and initiate the industrial park area for a 

15 tweak. 

16           Does everybody understand that?  Okay.   

17           Please vote.  The clerk will record the vote. 

18           It is approved with one dissenting, Carlat. 

19           Thank you.  I think we're done with that. 

20           Next, I'm going to move to --  

21           MR. AAMES:  I do have a question for the city 

22 attorney, though. 

23           MR. BARETT:  Go ahead. 

24           MR. AAMES:  Yes.  My understanding is that this 

25 goes for approval through the Justice Department.  But 
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1 until that time, we represent our current districts.  

2 Is that correct? 

3           MR. KEMP:  Councilmember Aames, members of the 

4 Council, yes, you are -- the current boundaries that 

5 were in place by virtue of the 2000 plan would stay in 

6 place until we have final approval from the Justice 

7 Department.   

8           And in fact, all of you continue to represent 

9 your districts until the next election.  So this will 

10 make no changes in councilmembers, other than your 

11 district boundaries will change once we get final 

12 approval from the Justice Department. 

13 (Conclusion of requested proceeding ended at 8:32 p.m.) 

14                        * * * * * 

15                                   

16                                   

17                                   

18                                   

19                                   

20                                   

21                                   

22                                   

23                                   

24                                   

25  
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STATE OF ARIZONA    ) 
                    )  ss. 
COUNTY OF MARICOPA  ) 
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using the Voice Writing method and thereafter 
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direction; that the foregoing pages are a true and 
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taking of said proceeding, all done to the best of my 
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· · · · ··(Commencement of requested proceedings.)·1·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ··* * * * *·2·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Next up is 12R, Code Amendment,·3·

·Chapter 8, City Council Districts.·4·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, for this one, I'm going to·5·

·come down here and also put the map up on the screen.·6·

· · · · · ·Mayor, Council, this is the ordinance amending·7·

·Chapter 8 to adopt the metes and bounds legal·8·

·descriptions for the new City Council Districts, since·9·

·this is essentially the final step that we are asking10·

·you to take before submission of the City's11·

·redistricting plan to the US Department of Justice,12·

·Civil Rights Division.13·

· · · · · ·Here is a larger map, and there's a map in14·

·front of you on your screen as well.··And you'll note15·

·in your packet, the metes and bounds legal16·

·descriptions, which we have worked with the17·

·IT department and have verified their accuracy.18·

· · · · · ·There are a few small changes from the concept19·

·plan that you adopted in July 5th.··And the reason for20·

·that is, is that the concept plan uses census21·

·boundaries, and sometimes the census boundaries22·

·actually split pieces of property, which we aren't able23·

·to do for purposes of the actual metes and bounds24·

·descriptions.25·
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· · · · · ·And I would just very quickly outline each of·1·

·those.··As you know in your council communication,·2·

·there are five.·3·

· · · · · ·The first change is to the Palo Verde and·4·

·Willow District, which is right here (indicating).·5·

·Instead of using the center line up here of·6·

·Bremen Drive, we're using the extension of the north·7·

·right-of-way line.··And this is to avoid splitting a·8·

·house in half.·9·

· · · · · ·And the second change is, we have moved the10·

·west boundary of Willow.··If you look at the concept11·

·plan, the west boundary of Willow actually followed the12·

·middle of New River.··The difficulty with that is it13·

·split a number of properties owned by the flood control14·

·district.··And so we have actually moved the west15·

·boundary to the west right-of-way line of16·

·State Route 101.17·

· · · · · ·We have also moved the boundary for Willow18·

·using the south right-of-way line.··Most of the19·

·right-of-way of Bell Road, east of existing20·

·83rd Avenue, is actually in the city of Glendale.21·

·The south right-of-way line is the Peoria city limit22·

·line, and then we continued that west of existing23·

·83rd Avenue.24·

· · · · · ·You'll see a small jog.··That small jog north25·
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·of Bell Road at the interchange is actually in the city·1·

·of Peoria, so we need to incorporate that within the·2·

·city.··But we're using the south right-of-way line to·3·

·ensure better continuity.·4·

· · · · · ·Next, in Ironwood, we're actually using the·5·

·actual configuration of Lake Pleasant Road and·6·

·Lake Pleasant Parkway versus then the concept plan --·7·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Can you lower it?··Because we·8·

·don't see --·9·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··I'm sorry.··Let me move that.10·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··That's all right.··Thank you.11·

·You're good.12·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Right here is, where my cursor is,13·

·the concept plan actually had that going through a14·

·piece of property, and we're now following the roadways15·

·so that we're not splitting the piece of property.16·

· · · · · ·And then finally, the boundary here for Willow,17·

·again -- actually between Willow and Mesquite, actually18·

·splits some properties.··We've adjusted the boundaries19·

·slightly south so that we are actually following20·

·property boundaries and all of the properties in a21·

·single council district.22·

· · · · · ·None of these changes changed the population.23·

·None of these changes changed any of the ethnic content24·

·of any district.··They're simply indicating and having25·
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·the boundaries follow actual property lines.·1·

· · · · · ·And then finally, you'll see that there's a·2·

·number of county islands, which are shaded the same·3·

·color as the district they're surrounded by.··And this·4·

·would also certainly indicate that in the event those·5·

·islands are ever annexed, that will be the district·6·

·that they'll be assigned to.·7·

· · · · · ·And that has been traditionally how we have·8·

·done that.··We have assigned them to the districts·9·

·which they are surrounded by.10·

· · · · · ·And with that, I'd be pleased to answer any11·

·questions.··And the staff recommendation would be that12·

·you approve the proposed ordinance.13·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you very much.14·

· · · · · ·Mr. Aames?15·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Can you with your -- indicate the16·

·No. 2, west boundary of Willow from the middle of17·

·New River to the west right of --18·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··It's this area right in here19·

·(indicating).20·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··So that's quite a bit of area then?21·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··It's actually -- it looks larger22·

·than it is.··If you're actually and physically out23·

·there, between the 101 and New River, there's a trail.24·

·And the property is all owned by the Maricopa County25·
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·Flood Control District.··It's really left over·1·

·properties from when the 101 was constructed.·2·

· · · · · ·There are no houses, no residents.··It's just·3·

·the census boundaries literally went right through the·4·

·middle of different flood control district parcels.·5·

· · · · · ·So in order to avoid that, we determined that·6·

·we could move the boundary over to the west boundary of·7·

·101 without impacting any population and avoiding these·8·

·flood control district properties.·9·

· · · · · ·So it's basically this area right in here10·

·(indicating).··And there is no population, nor would it11·

·be expected that there would be any in the future12·

·because of the close proximity between the New River13·

·and the State Route 101.14·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Are there businesses there?15·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Yeah, no businesses.16·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··No structures at all, really?17·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Literally, it's -- basically,18·

·there's a trail, and these are all leftover properties.19·

·When the 101 was built, ADOT had some leftover20·

·properties.··These were ultimately conveyed to flood21·

·control, and they are now just basically flood control22·

·properties that they have retained.23·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Okay.··Thank you.24·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Other questions?25·
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· · · · · ·I know it's always a crapshoot with the federal·1·

·government fiscals and the Justice Department.··Can you·2·

·give us a possible timeline or how the process will·3·

·proceed from tonight?·4·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, I'd be pleased to.·5·

· · · · · ·Based on your actions tonight, assuming that·6·

·you approve this ordinance, this is literally the·7·

·finally -- we have been working busily with the city·8·

·clerk's office, with IT, and a number of other city·9·

·staff, to assemble the submission, which is actually10·

·going to be done electronically for the first time.11·

·The Justice Department wants the submission12·

·electronically.13·

· · · · · ·Our goal is to have that submission to the14·

·Justice Department before the end of this month.15·

·Under federal law, they have 60 days to act on the16·

·submission.··But that's not really a firm 60 days17·

·because at any time, if they request information,18·

·the 60-day clock stops.19·

· · · · · ·Also there's no penalty if they don't act20·

·within 60 days, other than the fact that you can sue21·

·them, in which case, the clock stops.22·

· · · · · ·So it's kind of a 60 days at the end of a --23·

·as I mentioned, there's actually no consequence.··And24·

·at any time should they raise an issue, the clock25·
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·stops.··Once you satisfy the issue, the clock starts.·1·

·The next time they raise an issue, the clock stops.·2·

· · · · · ·The goal that we have is, is to have the·3·

·redistricting done, with Justice Department approval,·4·

·by December 31, 2011.··Because we want to make sure·5·

·that the clerk has -- early 2012, the clerk begins to·6·

·receive requests for nominations.·7·

· · · · · ·So the goal would be to have it done by·8·

·December 31, 2011.··The clerk and I, along with our·9·

·consultants, National Demographics, have been busily10·

·working to accomplish it in that time frame, and we11·

·expect that we will.12·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··And you'll update us13·

·periodically?14·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, when we submit,15·

·we will update you.··We will also update you on an16·

·ongoing basis.··Should we receive requests for more17·

·information from Justice, we will certainly be updating18·

·you and keeping you advised as to how we progress with19·

·that.20·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··If these boundaries are approved21·

·by the Justice Department, do they go into effect22·

·immediately?23·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Yes.··This ordinance is going to be24·

·a little bit unusual because normally your ordinances25·
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·go into effect 30 days after adoption.·1·

· · · · · ·This one technically does, but we can't conduct·2·

·any elections under it until Justice Department·3·

·approves.··So even though it's technically in effect,·4·

·we would still use the old boundaries until the Justice·5·

·Department approves.·6·

· · · · · ·Once we receive a letter interposing no·7·

·objections, then we would conduct elections in·8·

·accordance with the new boundaries.·9·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Okay.··And the last question is10·

·an obvious one.··Now will signature requirements11·

·change?12·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··The signature requirements are based13·

·on the votes cast for mayor or for the council position14·

·in the last election, depending on the nature of what15·

·kind of requirement it is, as to whether it's a recall,16·

·an issue of referendum or nomination.17·

· · · · · ·And those requirements do not change.··The18·

·change in boundaries do not change the requirements.19·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Okay.··Thank you.20·

· · · · · ·Other questions or comments?21·

· · · · · ·Ms. Evans?22·

· · · · · ·MS. EVANS:··Well, first of all, obviously,23·

·there are four members of the Council -- Mr. Leone,24·

·Mr. Aames, Mr. Rivero, and Mr. Pearson -- who really25·
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·want me to be reelected.··Because why else would they·1·

·have ordered three new maps so that no councilmember·2·

·would be drawn out of their district?·3·

· · · · · ·So thank you very much for planning to support·4·

·me in my next election.··It means a lot to me.·5·

· · · · · ·Next of all, and unfortunately, this sets a·6·

·course that is different criteria than all past·7·

·redistricting efforts have done.·8·

· · · · · ·That being said, the citizens have spoken·9·

·loudly and clearly.··They have packed this room.10·

·They have packed other meeting places.··Their concerns11·

·are threefold, that the districts are not compact.12·

·There has been classic gerrymandering and that the13·

·process has been sullied.14·

· · · · · ·The voices of Peoria residents have been15·

·ignored by this council.··If this plan is passed16·

·tonight, there are citizens who do desire to file a17·

·complaint with the Justice Department.18·

· · · · · ·Councilmembers, it is not too late to listen to19·

·the people.20·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you21·

· · · · · ·Other questions or comments?22·

· · · · · ·Mr. Aames?23·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Yeah.··A lot bit of a point of24·

·order.··Aren't we just deciding on the legal boundaries25·
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·tonight, not on the concept?·1·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, yes, the ordinance·2·

·before you, we have taken the concept that you approved·3·

·on July 5th and drafted a metes and bounds legal·4·

·description.··Obviously, should you not approve this,·5·

·then I would expect we would have to come back to you·6·

·and find what you want us to do.·7·

· · · · · ·But tonight, yes, Councilmember Aames, you are·8·

·correct.··We're just -- we are asking you to adopt this·9·

·ordinance, which is the metes and bounds legal10·

·descriptions for the City Council Districts.11·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Please, ma'am.12·

· · · · · ·MS. CARLAT:··Thank you.13·

· · · · · ·It's very difficult to know where to start with14·

·this whole system, this whole situation.15·

· · · · · ·We started with six maps.··The staff was16·

·directed to -- you know, to do the logical thing.17·

·Get six -- get a consultant, get six maps, and to not18·

·take into consideration -- as contractually agreed19·

·upon, not take into consideration councils' current20·

·addresses, current City Council addresses.21·

· · · · · ·When City Council, the majority of them, the22·

·ones that have been previously mentioned, did not like23·

·that, they asked for three more maps to be drawn that24·

·included their addresses.··Everyone's addresses.··So25·
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·then we came up with three new maps that had to do with·1·

·City Councilmembers' -- current City Councilmembers'·2·

·home addresses.·3·

· · · · · ·I think that that was an atrocity.··The many,·4·

·many citizens who came to the City Council meeting and·5·

·spoke also thought that it was an atrocity.··And,·6·

·again, as you had stated, they were ignored.·7·

· · · · · ·I felt that the last three maps that were·8·

·created, based on City Councilmember members'·9·

·addresses, should never have been created.··For that10·

·reason, I am going to vote no on this redistricting11·

·because I think that this map is completely invalid.12·

· · · · · ·Thank you.13·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you very much.14·

· · · · · ·Mr. Aames?15·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Yes.··Councilwoman Carlat, you're16·

·certainly entitled to your opinion, but a lot of17·

·citizens wanted additional maps.··We looked at18·

·additional maps.19·

· · · · · ·All these maps meet the criteria.··Isn't that20·

·correct?21·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, we will certainly --22·

·we certainly believe that we will be able to submit23·

·this map and justify this map to the Department of24·

·Justice as meeting all the criteria under federal law,25·
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·under our city charter and code.·1·

· · · · · ·And we certainly, assuming that you approve it,·2·

·will -- that's our intent is to submit it and to argue·3·

·that it meets all legal criteria.·4·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Thank you.·5·

· · · · · ·I move that we vote on this.·6·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Just a moment.·7·

· · · · · ·Mr. Leone?·8·

· · · · · ·MR. LEONE:··Yes.··Thank you, Mayor.·9·

· · · · · ·You know, we're beating a dead horse here.10·

·You know, I went to a convention last week and somebody11·

·else was having a redistricting.12·

· · · · · ·And I told them, "Don't make the same mistake13·

·Peoria made."··We went to the public before we had all14·

·the maps.··Now, we were told if we didn't like the15·

·maps, if the residents didn't like the maps, we can go16·

·out and get more maps.··And that's just what we did.17·

· · · · · ·We had a lot of residents who didn't like the18·

·map.··We came back with three more maps, and we had19·

·residents and -- like Joan said, the fact we didn't20·

·look to the people.21·

· · · · · ·Maybe we didn't listen to people, some people.22·

·We listened to the people who wanted Map 8.··There are23·

·residents that wanted Map 5.··There are residents that24·

·wanted Map 2.··So we listened to the people who wanted25·

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

15

·Map 8.·1·

· · · · · ·Now, I don't know if there was 10,000 people·2·

·who voted for Map 8, and 10,000 who voted for Map 1,·3·

·and 2,000 voted for Map 2.··I don't know.··All I know·4·

·is, we took the best map we could.·5·

· · · · · ·And like Joan Evans says, we want her to stay·6·

·in the district.··We want her to run.··It's just like·7·

·anything else, if she don't like -- she didn't want to·8·

·go up north, and that's her problem.·9·

· · · · · ·I'm going up north.··Dave's going up north.10·

·Everybody's going up north.··And that's the way11·

·politics is.··Look at the House of Representatives,12·

·they're going way -- they're going way crazy.13·

· · · · · ·So what I'm trying to say is, I thought that we14·

·did a good job.··We picked a map that we felt that was15·

·best for all of us.··We picked a map that a lot of our16·

·constituents wanted.··So I don't know where the problem17·

·is.··Like I say, somebody wants to run for the Willow18·

·District, and that's the map that person wants.19·

· · · · · ·Thank you, Mayor.20·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Other comments or questions?21·

· · · · · ·Mr. Pearson?22·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··Despite the political passion and23·

·rhetoric, we are here just to approve legal24·

·definitions.··Is that not correct?25·
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· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, the ordinance before·1·

·you is to approve the metes and bounds legal·2·

·descriptions for these districts.·3·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··And do you believe that they are·4·

·accurate?·5·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··We have verified literally --·6·

·we have spent a tremendous amount of time going through·7·

·these metes and bounds.··Literally, every Council·8·

·District, the IT department, and myself.··And one of my·9·

·prior jobs, doing legal descriptions for title10·

·companies is something I have quite a bit of11·

·familiarity with.··And so we spent a lot of time going12·

·through this.13·

· · · · · ·And, yes, every description accurately14·

·describes each district, as you see them presented on15·

·that map, from Acadia to Pine to Palo Verde to Ironwood16·

·to -- and, ultimately, to Mesquite.17·

· · · · · ·And, in fact, one thing, the other correction18·

·that we did make is, the census actually missed a19·

·couple of parcels that we had appendixed, and we made20·

·sure that those are included as well.21·

· · · · · ·So every Peoria piece of property and every22·

·Peoria resident will have a councilmember by virtue of23·

·these descriptions.24·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··Excellent.··And I'm also happy25·
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·that you didn't cut a house in half.·1·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Yes.··We certainly would not want to·2·

·be doing those types of things.·3·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··Thank you.·4·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Other questions or comments?·5·

· · · · · ·Mr. Leone?·6·

· · · · · ·MR. LEONE:··Yes, another comment.··You know,·7·

·I don't -- I really don't understand what the problem·8·

·is.··We are elected to represent the people in our·9·

·district.··No matter where that district goes, we were10·

·elected to represent them.··And that's all I'm saying,11·

·that we should represent them, and we shouldn't be12·

·worried about how far up we're going or how far down13·

·we're going.14·

· · · · · ·We are personally elected, and we should keep15·

·our district and also run in that district and try and16·

·get reelected.17·

· · · · · ·Thank you.18·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you.19·

· · · · · ·Before I call for the vote, I have a comment.20·

·My comment is pretty simple.21·

· · · · · ·This is one of the few times -- well, in fact,22·

·this is the only time since I've been on Council since23·

·2001, I'm ashamed of the Council.··This is a24·

·self-serving effort on their part, which cost the25·
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·city --·1·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Point of order.·2·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··-- more than $3,500 extra.·3·

· · · · · ·So, no, I think this is a horrible thing, and I·4·

·think it's an abomination.·5·

· · · · · ·With that, can I have a motion?·6·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··I move that we accept these·7·

·boundaries.·8·

· · · · · ·MR. RIVERO:··Second.·9·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Moved by Mr. Aames.··Seconded by10·

·Mr. Rivero.11·

· · · · · ·Please vote.··The clerk will record the vote.12·

· · · · · ·It passes 4 to 3 with Carlat, Evans, and13·

·Barrett dissenting.14·

· · ··(Requested proceedings concluded at 7:41 p.m.)15·

· · · · · · · · · · · ··* * * * *16·

·17·

·18·

·19·

·20·

·21·

·22·

·23·

·24·

·25·
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·STATE OF ARIZONA· ··)·1·
· · · · · · · · · · ·)··ss.· ·
·COUNTY OF MARICOPA··)·2·
·· ·
··3·
·· ·
· · · · · · · ··BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceeding·4·
·· ·
·was taken before me, CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter·5·
·· ·
·No. 50763, in and for the State of Arizona; that the·6·
·· ·
·proceeding thereto were taken down by the Voice Writing·7·
·· ·
·method and thereafter translated into text via speech·8·
·· ·
·recognition under my direction; that the foregoing·9·
·· ·
·pages are a true and correct transcript of all10·
·· ·
·proceedings, all done to the best of my skill and11·
·· ·
·ability.12·
·· ·
· · · · · · · ··I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way13·
·· ·
·related to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any14·
·15·
·way interested in the outcome hereof.16·
·17·
· · · · · · · ··DATED at Tempe, Arizona, this _______ day18·
·19·
·of _________________, 20___.20·
·21·
·22·
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·__________________________23·
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Cindy Bachman, CR24·
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Certified Reporter No. 5076325·
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· · · · ··(Commencement of requested proceedings.)·1·

· · · · · · · · · · · · ··* * * * *·2·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Next up is 12R, Code Amendment,·3·

·Chapter 8, City Council Districts.·4·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, for this one, I'm going to·5·

·come down here and also put the map up on the screen.·6·

· · · · · ·Mayor, Council, this is the ordinance amending·7·

·Chapter 8 to adopt the metes and bounds legal·8·

·descriptions for the new City Council Districts, since·9·

·this is essentially the final step that we are asking10·

·you to take before submission of the City's11·

·redistricting plan to the US Department of Justice,12·

·Civil Rights Division.13·

· · · · · ·Here is a larger map, and there's a map in14·

·front of you on your screen as well.··And you'll note15·

·in your packet, the metes and bounds legal16·

·descriptions, which we have worked with the17·

·IT department and have verified their accuracy.18·

· · · · · ·There are a few small changes from the concept19·

·plan that you adopted in July 5th.··And the reason for20·

·that is, is that the concept plan uses census21·

·boundaries, and sometimes the census boundaries22·

·actually split pieces of property, which we aren't able23·

·to do for purposes of the actual metes and bounds24·

·descriptions.25·

4

· · · · · ·And I would just very quickly outline each of·1·

·those.··As you know in your council communication,·2·

·there are five.·3·

· · · · · ·The first change is to the Palo Verde and·4·

·Willow District, which is right here (indicating).·5·

·Instead of using the center line up here of·6·

·Bremen Drive, we're using the extension of the north·7·

·right-of-way line.··And this is to avoid splitting a·8·

·house in half.·9·

· · · · · ·And the second change is, we have moved the10·

·west boundary of Willow.··If you look at the concept11·

·plan, the west boundary of Willow actually followed the12·

·middle of New River.··The difficulty with that is it13·

·split a number of properties owned by the flood control14·

·district.··And so we have actually moved the west15·

·boundary to the west right-of-way line of16·

·State Route 101.17·

· · · · · ·We have also moved the boundary for Willow18·

·using the south right-of-way line.··Most of the19·

·right-of-way of Bell Road, east of existing20·

·83rd Avenue, is actually in the city of Glendale.21·

·The south right-of-way line is the Peoria city limit22·

·line, and then we continued that west of existing23·

·83rd Avenue.24·

· · · · · ·You'll see a small jog.··That small jog north25·
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·of Bell Road at the interchange is actually in the city·1·

·of Peoria, so we need to incorporate that within the·2·

·city.··But we're using the south right-of-way line to·3·

·ensure better continuity.·4·

· · · · · ·Next, in Ironwood, we're actually using the·5·

·actual configuration of Lake Pleasant Road and·6·

·Lake Pleasant Parkway versus then the concept plan --·7·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Can you lower it?··Because we·8·

·don't see --·9·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··I'm sorry.··Let me move that.10·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··That's all right.··Thank you.11·

·You're good.12·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Right here is, where my cursor is,13·

·the concept plan actually had that going through a14·

·piece of property, and we're now following the roadways15·

·so that we're not splitting the piece of property.16·

· · · · · ·And then finally, the boundary here for Willow,17·

·again -- actually between Willow and Mesquite, actually18·

·splits some properties.··We've adjusted the boundaries19·

·slightly south so that we are actually following20·

·property boundaries and all of the properties in a21·

·single council district.22·

· · · · · ·None of these changes changed the population.23·

·None of these changes changed any of the ethnic content24·

·of any district.··They're simply indicating and having25·

6

·the boundaries follow actual property lines.·1·

· · · · · ·And then finally, you'll see that there's a·2·

·number of county islands, which are shaded the same·3·

·color as the district they're surrounded by.··And this·4·

·would also certainly indicate that in the event those·5·

·islands are ever annexed, that will be the district·6·

·that they'll be assigned to.·7·

· · · · · ·And that has been traditionally how we have·8·

·done that.··We have assigned them to the districts·9·

·which they are surrounded by.10·

· · · · · ·And with that, I'd be pleased to answer any11·

·questions.··And the staff recommendation would be that12·

·you approve the proposed ordinance.13·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you very much.14·

· · · · · ·Mr. Aames?15·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Can you with your -- indicate the16·

·No. 2, west boundary of Willow from the middle of17·

·New River to the west right of --18·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··It's this area right in here19·

·(indicating).20·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··So that's quite a bit of area then?21·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··It's actually -- it looks larger22·

·than it is.··If you're actually and physically out23·

·there, between the 101 and New River, there's a trail.24·

·And the property is all owned by the Maricopa County25·
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·Flood Control District.··It's really left over·1·

·properties from when the 101 was constructed.·2·

· · · · · ·There are no houses, no residents.··It's just·3·

·the census boundaries literally went right through the·4·

·middle of different flood control district parcels.·5·

· · · · · ·So in order to avoid that, we determined that·6·

·we could move the boundary over to the west boundary of·7·

·101 without impacting any population and avoiding these·8·

·flood control district properties.·9·

· · · · · ·So it's basically this area right in here10·

·(indicating).··And there is no population, nor would it11·

·be expected that there would be any in the future12·

·because of the close proximity between the New River13·

·and the State Route 101.14·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Are there businesses there?15·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Yeah, no businesses.16·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··No structures at all, really?17·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Literally, it's -- basically,18·

·there's a trail, and these are all leftover properties.19·

·When the 101 was built, ADOT had some leftover20·

·properties.··These were ultimately conveyed to flood21·

·control, and they are now just basically flood control22·

·properties that they have retained.23·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Okay.··Thank you.24·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Other questions?25·

8

· · · · · ·I know it's always a crapshoot with the federal·1·

·government fiscals and the Justice Department.··Can you·2·

·give us a possible timeline or how the process will·3·

·proceed from tonight?·4·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, I'd be pleased to.·5·

· · · · · ·Based on your actions tonight, assuming that·6·

·you approve this ordinance, this is literally the·7·

·finally -- we have been working busily with the city·8·

·clerk's office, with IT, and a number of other city·9·

·staff, to assemble the submission, which is actually10·

·going to be done electronically for the first time.11·

·The Justice Department wants the submission12·

·electronically.13·

· · · · · ·Our goal is to have that submission to the14·

·Justice Department before the end of this month.15·

·Under federal law, they have 60 days to act on the16·

·submission.··But that's not really a firm 60 days17·

·because at any time, if they request information,18·

·the 60-day clock stops.19·

· · · · · ·Also there's no penalty if they don't act20·

·within 60 days, other than the fact that you can sue21·

·them, in which case, the clock stops.22·

· · · · · ·So it's kind of a 60 days at the end of a --23·

·as I mentioned, there's actually no consequence.··And24·

·at any time should they raise an issue, the clock25·



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

3 (Pages 9-12)

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030

9

·stops.··Once you satisfy the issue, the clock starts.·1·

·The next time they raise an issue, the clock stops.·2·

· · · · · ·The goal that we have is, is to have the·3·

·redistricting done, with Justice Department approval,·4·

·by December 31, 2011.··Because we want to make sure·5·

·that the clerk has -- early 2012, the clerk begins to·6·

·receive requests for nominations.·7·

· · · · · ·So the goal would be to have it done by·8·

·December 31, 2011.··The clerk and I, along with our·9·

·consultants, National Demographics, have been busily10·

·working to accomplish it in that time frame, and we11·

·expect that we will.12·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··And you'll update us13·

·periodically?14·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, when we submit,15·

·we will update you.··We will also update you on an16·

·ongoing basis.··Should we receive requests for more17·

·information from Justice, we will certainly be updating18·

·you and keeping you advised as to how we progress with19·

·that.20·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··If these boundaries are approved21·

·by the Justice Department, do they go into effect22·

·immediately?23·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Yes.··This ordinance is going to be24·

·a little bit unusual because normally your ordinances25·

10

·go into effect 30 days after adoption.·1·

· · · · · ·This one technically does, but we can't conduct·2·

·any elections under it until Justice Department·3·

·approves.··So even though it's technically in effect,·4·

·we would still use the old boundaries until the Justice·5·

·Department approves.·6·

· · · · · ·Once we receive a letter interposing no·7·

·objections, then we would conduct elections in·8·

·accordance with the new boundaries.·9·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Okay.··And the last question is10·

·an obvious one.··Now will signature requirements11·

·change?12·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··The signature requirements are based13·

·on the votes cast for mayor or for the council position14·

·in the last election, depending on the nature of what15·

·kind of requirement it is, as to whether it's a recall,16·

·an issue of referendum or nomination.17·

· · · · · ·And those requirements do not change.··The18·

·change in boundaries do not change the requirements.19·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Okay.··Thank you.20·

· · · · · ·Other questions or comments?21·

· · · · · ·Ms. Evans?22·

· · · · · ·MS. EVANS:··Well, first of all, obviously,23·

·there are four members of the Council -- Mr. Leone,24·

·Mr. Aames, Mr. Rivero, and Mr. Pearson -- who really25·
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·want me to be reelected.··Because why else would they·1·

·have ordered three new maps so that no councilmember·2·

·would be drawn out of their district?·3·

· · · · · ·So thank you very much for planning to support·4·

·me in my next election.··It means a lot to me.·5·

· · · · · ·Next of all, and unfortunately, this sets a·6·

·course that is different criteria than all past·7·

·redistricting efforts have done.·8·

· · · · · ·That being said, the citizens have spoken·9·

·loudly and clearly.··They have packed this room.10·

·They have packed other meeting places.··Their concerns11·

·are threefold, that the districts are not compact.12·

·There has been classic gerrymandering and that the13·

·process has been sullied.14·

· · · · · ·The voices of Peoria residents have been15·

·ignored by this council.··If this plan is passed16·

·tonight, there are citizens who do desire to file a17·

·complaint with the Justice Department.18·

· · · · · ·Councilmembers, it is not too late to listen to19·

·the people.20·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you21·

· · · · · ·Other questions or comments?22·

· · · · · ·Mr. Aames?23·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Yeah.··A lot bit of a point of24·

·order.··Aren't we just deciding on the legal boundaries25·

12

·tonight, not on the concept?·1·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, yes, the ordinance·2·

·before you, we have taken the concept that you approved·3·

·on July 5th and drafted a metes and bounds legal·4·

·description.··Obviously, should you not approve this,·5·

·then I would expect we would have to come back to you·6·

·and find what you want us to do.·7·

· · · · · ·But tonight, yes, Councilmember Aames, you are·8·

·correct.··We're just -- we are asking you to adopt this·9·

·ordinance, which is the metes and bounds legal10·

·descriptions for the City Council Districts.11·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Please, ma'am.12·

· · · · · ·MS. CARLAT:··Thank you.13·

· · · · · ·It's very difficult to know where to start with14·

·this whole system, this whole situation.15·

· · · · · ·We started with six maps.··The staff was16·

·directed to -- you know, to do the logical thing.17·

·Get six -- get a consultant, get six maps, and to not18·

·take into consideration -- as contractually agreed19·

·upon, not take into consideration councils' current20·

·addresses, current City Council addresses.21·

· · · · · ·When City Council, the majority of them, the22·

·ones that have been previously mentioned, did not like23·

·that, they asked for three more maps to be drawn that24·

·included their addresses.··Everyone's addresses.··So25·
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·then we came up with three new maps that had to do with·1·

·City Councilmembers' -- current City Councilmembers'·2·

·home addresses.·3·

· · · · · ·I think that that was an atrocity.··The many,·4·

·many citizens who came to the City Council meeting and·5·

·spoke also thought that it was an atrocity.··And,·6·

·again, as you had stated, they were ignored.·7·

· · · · · ·I felt that the last three maps that were·8·

·created, based on City Councilmember members'·9·

·addresses, should never have been created.··For that10·

·reason, I am going to vote no on this redistricting11·

·because I think that this map is completely invalid.12·

· · · · · ·Thank you.13·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you very much.14·

· · · · · ·Mr. Aames?15·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Yes.··Councilwoman Carlat, you're16·

·certainly entitled to your opinion, but a lot of17·

·citizens wanted additional maps.··We looked at18·

·additional maps.19·

· · · · · ·All these maps meet the criteria.··Isn't that20·

·correct?21·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, we will certainly --22·

·we certainly believe that we will be able to submit23·

·this map and justify this map to the Department of24·

·Justice as meeting all the criteria under federal law,25·
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·under our city charter and code.·1·

· · · · · ·And we certainly, assuming that you approve it,·2·

·will -- that's our intent is to submit it and to argue·3·

·that it meets all legal criteria.·4·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Thank you.·5·

· · · · · ·I move that we vote on this.·6·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Just a moment.·7·

· · · · · ·Mr. Leone?·8·

· · · · · ·MR. LEONE:··Yes.··Thank you, Mayor.·9·

· · · · · ·You know, we're beating a dead horse here.10·

·You know, I went to a convention last week and somebody11·

·else was having a redistricting.12·

· · · · · ·And I told them, "Don't make the same mistake13·

·Peoria made."··We went to the public before we had all14·

·the maps.··Now, we were told if we didn't like the15·

·maps, if the residents didn't like the maps, we can go16·

·out and get more maps.··And that's just what we did.17·

· · · · · ·We had a lot of residents who didn't like the18·

·map.··We came back with three more maps, and we had19·

·residents and -- like Joan said, the fact we didn't20·

·look to the people.21·

· · · · · ·Maybe we didn't listen to people, some people.22·

·We listened to the people who wanted Map 8.··There are23·

·residents that wanted Map 5.··There are residents that24·

·wanted Map 2.··So we listened to the people who wanted25·
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·Map 8.·1·

· · · · · ·Now, I don't know if there was 10,000 people·2·

·who voted for Map 8, and 10,000 who voted for Map 1,·3·

·and 2,000 voted for Map 2.··I don't know.··All I know·4·

·is, we took the best map we could.·5·

· · · · · ·And like Joan Evans says, we want her to stay·6·

·in the district.··We want her to run.··It's just like·7·

·anything else, if she don't like -- she didn't want to·8·

·go up north, and that's her problem.·9·

· · · · · ·I'm going up north.··Dave's going up north.10·

·Everybody's going up north.··And that's the way11·

·politics is.··Look at the House of Representatives,12·

·they're going way -- they're going way crazy.13·

· · · · · ·So what I'm trying to say is, I thought that we14·

·did a good job.··We picked a map that we felt that was15·

·best for all of us.··We picked a map that a lot of our16·

·constituents wanted.··So I don't know where the problem17·

·is.··Like I say, somebody wants to run for the Willow18·

·District, and that's the map that person wants.19·

· · · · · ·Thank you, Mayor.20·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Other comments or questions?21·

· · · · · ·Mr. Pearson?22·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··Despite the political passion and23·

·rhetoric, we are here just to approve legal24·

·definitions.··Is that not correct?25·
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· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Mayor, Council, the ordinance before·1·

·you is to approve the metes and bounds legal·2·

·descriptions for these districts.·3·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··And do you believe that they are·4·

·accurate?·5·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··We have verified literally --·6·

·we have spent a tremendous amount of time going through·7·

·these metes and bounds.··Literally, every Council·8·

·District, the IT department, and myself.··And one of my·9·

·prior jobs, doing legal descriptions for title10·

·companies is something I have quite a bit of11·

·familiarity with.··And so we spent a lot of time going12·

·through this.13·

· · · · · ·And, yes, every description accurately14·

·describes each district, as you see them presented on15·

·that map, from Acadia to Pine to Palo Verde to Ironwood16·

·to -- and, ultimately, to Mesquite.17·

· · · · · ·And, in fact, one thing, the other correction18·

·that we did make is, the census actually missed a19·

·couple of parcels that we had appendixed, and we made20·

·sure that those are included as well.21·

· · · · · ·So every Peoria piece of property and every22·

·Peoria resident will have a councilmember by virtue of23·

·these descriptions.24·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··Excellent.··And I'm also happy25·
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·that you didn't cut a house in half.·1·

· · · · · ·MR. KEMP:··Yes.··We certainly would not want to·2·

·be doing those types of things.·3·

· · · · · ·MR. PEARSON:··Thank you.·4·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Other questions or comments?·5·

· · · · · ·Mr. Leone?·6·

· · · · · ·MR. LEONE:··Yes, another comment.··You know,·7·

·I don't -- I really don't understand what the problem·8·

·is.··We are elected to represent the people in our·9·

·district.··No matter where that district goes, we were10·

·elected to represent them.··And that's all I'm saying,11·

·that we should represent them, and we shouldn't be12·

·worried about how far up we're going or how far down13·

·we're going.14·

· · · · · ·We are personally elected, and we should keep15·

·our district and also run in that district and try and16·

·get reelected.17·

· · · · · ·Thank you.18·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Thank you.19·

· · · · · ·Before I call for the vote, I have a comment.20·

·My comment is pretty simple.21·

· · · · · ·This is one of the few times -- well, in fact,22·

·this is the only time since I've been on Council since23·

·2001, I'm ashamed of the Council.··This is a24·

·self-serving effort on their part, which cost the25·

18

·city --·1·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··Point of order.·2·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··-- more than $3,500 extra.·3·

· · · · · ·So, no, I think this is a horrible thing, and I·4·

·think it's an abomination.·5·

· · · · · ·With that, can I have a motion?·6·

· · · · · ·MR. AAMES:··I move that we accept these·7·

·boundaries.·8·

· · · · · ·MR. RIVERO:··Second.·9·

· · · · · ·MR. BARRETT:··Moved by Mr. Aames.··Seconded by10·

·Mr. Rivero.11·

· · · · · ·Please vote.··The clerk will record the vote.12·

· · · · · ·It passes 4 to 3 with Carlat, Evans, and13·

·Barrett dissenting.14·

· · ··(Requested proceedings concluded at 7:41 p.m.)15·

· · · · · · · · · · · ··* * * * *16·

·17·

·18·

·19·

·20·

·21·

·22·

·23·

·24·

·25·
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·STATE OF ARIZONA· ··)·1·

· · · · · · · · · · ·)··ss.· ·

·COUNTY OF MARICOPA··)·2·

··3·

· · · · · · · ··BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceeding·4·

·was taken before me, CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter·5·

·No. 50763, in and for the State of Arizona; that the·6·

·proceeding thereto were taken down by the Voice Writing·7·

·method and thereafter translated into text via speech·8·

·recognition under my direction; that the foregoing·9·

·pages are a true and correct transcript of all10·

·proceedings, all done to the best of my skill and11·

·ability.12·

· · · · · · · ··I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way13·

·related to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any14·

·15·

·way interested in the outcome hereof.16·

·17·

· · · · · · · ··DATED at Tempe, Arizona, this _______ day18·

·19·

·of _________________, 20___.20·

·21·

·22·

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·__________________________23·

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Cindy Bachman, CR24·

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Certified Reporter No. 5076325·



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

6

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030

A

Aames 2:19
 6:15, 6:16, 6:21
 7:15, 7:17, 7:24
 10:25, 11:23
 11:24, 12:8
 13:15, 13:16
 14:5, 18:2, 18:7
 18:10
ability 19:12
able 3:23, 13:23
abomination
 18:5
Acacia 2:18
Acadia 16:16
accept 18:7
accomplish 9:11
accuracy 3:18
accurate 16:5
accurately 16:14
act 8:16, 8:20
actions 8:6
actual 3:24, 5:6
 6:1
additional 13:18
 13:19
addresses 12:21
 12:21, 12:25
 12:25, 13:3
 13:10
adjusted 5:19
adopt 3:8, 12:9
adopted 3:20
adoption 10:1
ADOT 7:20
advised 9:19
agreed 12:19
amending 3:7
Amendment 3:3
amount 16:7
annexed 6:6
answer 6:11
appendixed
 16:20
approval 9:4
approve 6:13

 8:7, 12:5, 14:2
 15:24, 16:2
approved 9:21
 12:3
approves 10:4
 10:6
area 6:19, 6:21
 7:10
argue 14:3
Arizona 1:4, 2:6
 2:8, 19:1, 19:6
 19:18
ashamed 17:24
asked 12:24
asking 3:10
 12:9
assemble 8:10
assigned 6:7, 6:9
assuming 8:6
 14:2
atrocity 13:4
 13:6
Attorney 2:23
Avenue 4:21
 4:24
avoid 4:8, 7:6
avoiding 7:8

B

Bachman 1:22
 2:6, 19:5, 19:24
back 12:6, 14:19
Barrett 2:16, 3:3
 5:8, 5:11, 6:14
 7:25, 9:13, 9:21
 10:10, 10:20
 11:21, 12:12
 13:14, 14:7
 15:21, 17:5
 17:19, 18:3
 18:10, 18:14
based 8:6, 10:13
 13:9
basically 7:10
 7:18, 7:22
basis 9:17

beating 14:10
begins 9:6
believe 13:23
 16:4
Bell 4:20, 5:1
best 15:5, 15:16
 19:11
better 5:4
bit 6:21, 9:25
 11:24, 16:11
boundaries 3:22
 3:22, 5:19, 5:21
 6:1, 7:4, 9:21
 10:5, 10:9
 10:19, 11:25
 18:8
boundary 4:11
 4:12, 4:16, 4:18
 5:17, 6:17, 7:7
 7:7
bounds 3:8, 3:16
 3:24, 12:4
 12:10, 16:2
 16:8
Bremen 4:7
built 7:20
busily 8:8, 9:10
businesses 7:15
 7:16

C

call 17:20
Carl 2:24
Carlat 2:17
 12:13, 13:16
 18:13
Carlo 2:22
case 8:22
cast 10:14
Cathy 2:17
census 3:21
 3:22, 7:4, 16:19
center 4:6
certainly 6:5
 9:18, 13:17
 13:22, 13:23

 14:2, 17:2
Certified 1:23
 2:6, 19:5, 19:25
CERTIFY 19:13
change 4:4, 4:10
 10:12, 10:18
 10:19, 10:19
changed 5:23
 5:24
changes 3:19
 5:23, 5:24
Chapter 3:4, 3:8
charter 14:1
Cindy 1:22, 2:6
 19:5, 19:24
citizens 11:9
 11:17, 13:5
 13:18
city 1:1, 1:2, 2:1
 2:1, 2:4, 2:14
 2:23, 2:24, 2:25
 3:4, 3:9, 4:21
 4:22, 5:1, 5:3
 8:8, 8:9, 12:11
 12:21, 12:22
 13:2, 13:2, 13:5
 13:9, 14:1, 18:1
City's 3:11
Civil 3:13
classic 11:13
clearly 11:10
clerk 2:25, 9:6
 9:6, 9:9, 18:12
clerk's 8:9
clock 8:19, 8:22
 8:25, 9:1, 9:2
close 7:13
code 3:3, 14:1
color 6:4
come 3:6, 12:6
Commencement
 3:1
comment 17:7
 17:20, 17:21
comments 10:21
 11:22, 15:21
 17:5

communication
 4:2
compact 11:12
companies 16:11
complaint 11:18
completely
 13:12
concept 3:19
 3:21, 4:11, 5:7
 5:14, 12:1, 12:3
concerns 11:11
concluded 18:15
conduct 10:2
 10:8
configuration
 5:6
consequence
 8:24
consideration
 12:19, 12:20
constituents
 15:17
constructed 7:2
consultant 12:18
consultants 9:10
content 5:24
continued 4:23
continuity 5:4
contractually
 12:19
control 4:14, 7:1
 7:5, 7:9, 7:22
 7:22
convention
 14:11
conveyed 7:21
correct 12:9
 13:21, 15:25
 19:10
correction 16:18
cost 17:25
council 1:2, 2:1
 3:4, 3:7, 3:9, 4:2
 5:22, 8:5, 9:15
 10:14, 10:24
 11:16, 12:2
 12:11, 12:21



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

7

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030

 12:22, 13:5
 13:22, 16:1
 16:8, 17:23
 17:24
councilmember
 11:2, 12:8, 13:9
 16:23
Councilmembers
 11:19, 13:2
 13:2
councils 12:20
Councilwoman
 13:16
county 6:3, 6:25
 19:2
couple 16:20
course 11:7
CR 19:24
crapshoot 8:1
crazy 15:13
created 13:9
 13:10
criteria 11:7
 13:20, 13:25
 14:4
current 12:20
 12:21, 13:2
cursor 5:13
cut 17:1

D

DATED 19:18
Dave 2:21
Dave's 15:10
day 19:18
days 8:16, 8:17
 8:21, 8:23, 10:1
dead 14:10
December 9:5
 9:9
deciding 11:25
definitions 15:25
Demographics
 9:10
department 3:12
 3:18, 8:2, 8:12

 8:15, 9:4, 9:22
 10:3, 10:6
 11:18, 13:24
 16:9
depending 10:15
describes 16:15
description 12:5
 16:14
descriptions 3:9
 3:17, 3:25
 12:11, 16:3
 16:10, 16:24
desire 11:17
Despite 15:23
determined 7:6
different 7:5
 11:7
difficult 12:14
difficulty 4:13
directed 12:17
direction 19:9
dissenting 18:14
district 2:17
 2:18, 2:19, 2:20
 2:21, 2:22, 4:5
 4:15, 5:22, 5:25
 6:4, 6:6, 7:1, 7:5
 7:9, 11:3, 15:7
 15:19, 16:9
 16:15, 17:10
 17:10, 17:16
 17:16
districts 3:4, 3:9
 6:9, 11:12
 12:11, 16:3
Division 3:13
doing 16:10
 17:3
drafted 12:4
drawn 11:3
 12:24
Drive 4:7

E

early 9:6
east 4:20

effect 9:22, 10:1
 10:4
effort 17:25
efforts 11:8
elected 17:9
 17:11, 17:15
election 10:15
 11:5
elections 10:3
 10:8
electronically
 8:11, 8:13
ensure 5:4
entitled 13:17
essentially 3:10
ethnic 5:24
Evans 2:20
 10:22, 10:23
 15:6, 18:13
event 6:5
Everybody's
 15:11
Everyone's
 12:25
Excellent 16:25
existing 4:20
 4:23
expect 9:12
 12:6
expected 7:12
extension 4:7
extra 18:3

F

fact 8:21, 14:20
 16:18, 17:22
familiarity 16:12
far 17:13, 17:13
federal 8:1, 8:16
 13:25
felt 13:8, 15:15
file 11:17
final 3:10
finally 5:17, 6:2
 8:8
find 12:7

firm 8:17
first 4:4, 8:11
 10:23
fiscals 8:2
five 4:3
flood 4:14, 7:1
 7:5, 7:9, 7:21
 7:22
follow 6:1
followed 4:12
following 5:15
 5:20
foregoing 19:4
 19:9
four 10:24
frame 9:11
front 3:15
FURTHER
 19:13
future 7:12

G

gerrymandering
 11:13
give 8:3
Glendale 4:21
go 9:22, 10:1
 14:16, 15:9
goal 8:14, 9:3
 9:8
goes 17:10
going 3:5, 5:14
 8:11, 9:24
 13:11, 15:10
 15:10, 15:11
 15:13, 15:13
 16:7, 16:12
 17:13, 17:14
good 5:12, 15:15
government 8:2

H

half 4:9, 17:1
Hall 2:4
happy 16:25

hereof 19:16
hereto 19:14
home 13:3
horrible 18:4
horse 14:10
house 4:9, 15:12
 17:1
houses 7:3

I

ignored 11:16
 13:7
immediately
 9:23
impacting 7:8
included 12:25
 16:21
incorporate 5:2
indicate 6:5
 6:16
indicating 4:5
 5:25, 6:20, 7:11
information 8:18
 9:18
intent 14:3
interchange 5:1
interested 19:16
interposing 10:7
invalid 13:12
Ironwood 2:21
 5:5, 16:16
islands 6:3, 6:6
issue 8:25, 9:1
 9:2, 10:17

J

Joan 2:20, 14:20
 15:6
job 15:15
jobs 16:10
jog 4:25, 4:25
July 3:20, 12:4
Justice 3:12, 8:2
 8:12, 8:15, 9:4
 9:18, 9:22, 10:3



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

8

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030

 10:5, 11:18
 13:25
justify 13:24

K

keep 17:15
keeping 9:19
Kemp 2:23, 3:5
 5:10, 5:13, 6:19
 6:22, 7:16, 7:18
 8:5, 9:15, 9:24
 10:13, 12:2
 13:22, 16:1
 16:6, 17:2
kind 8:23, 10:16
know 4:2, 8:1
 12:14, 12:17
 14:10, 14:11
 15:2, 15:4, 15:4
 15:17, 17:7
KNOWN 19:4

L

Lake 5:6, 5:7
larger 3:14, 6:22
late 11:19
law 8:16, 13:25
left 7:1
leftover 7:19
 7:20
legal 3:8, 3:16
 11:25, 12:4
 12:10, 14:4
 15:24, 16:2
 16:10
Leone 2:22
 10:24, 14:8
 14:9, 17:6, 17:7
letter 10:7
limit 4:22
line 4:6, 4:8
 4:16, 4:19, 4:22
 4:23, 5:3
lines 6:1
listen 11:19

 14:22
listened 14:23
 14:25
literally 7:4
 7:18, 8:7, 16:6
 16:8
little 9:25
logical 12:17
look 4:11, 14:21
 15:12
looked 13:18
looks 6:22
lot 11:5, 11:24
 13:17, 14:18
 15:16, 16:12
loudly 11:10
lower 5:8

M

ma'am 12:12
majority 12:22
Manager 2:24
map 3:6, 3:14
 3:14, 13:12
 13:24, 13:24
 14:19, 14:23
 14:24, 14:25
 15:1, 15:3, 15:3
 15:4, 15:5
 15:15, 15:16
 15:19, 16:16
maps 11:2
 12:16, 12:18
 12:24, 13:1
 13:8, 13:18
 13:19, 13:20
 14:15, 14:16
 14:16, 14:17
 14:19
Maricopa 6:25
 19:2
matter 17:10
mayor 2:16, 2:17
 3:5, 3:7, 8:5
 9:15, 10:14
 12:2, 13:22

 14:9, 15:20
 16:1
means 11:5
meet 13:20
meeting 1:2, 2:1
 11:11, 13:5
 13:25
meets 14:4
members 10:24
 13:9
mentioned 8:24
 12:23
Mesquite 2:17
 5:18, 16:17
metes 3:8, 3:16
 3:24, 12:4
 12:10, 16:2
 16:8
method 19:8
middle 4:13
 6:17, 7:5
missed 16:19
mistake 14:13
moment 14:7
Monroe 2:4
month 8:15
motion 18:6
move 5:10, 7:7
 14:6, 18:7
moved 4:10
 4:15, 4:18
 18:10

N

National 9:10
nature 10:15
need 5:2
Nelson 2:25
never 13:10
new 3:9, 4:13
 6:18, 6:24, 7:13
 10:9, 11:2, 13:1
nomination
 10:17
nominations 9:7
normally 9:25

north 4:7, 4:25
 15:9, 15:10
 15:10, 15:11
note 3:15
number 4:14, 6:3
 8:9

O

objections 10:8
obvious 10:11
obviously 10:23
 12:5
office 8:9
Okay 7:24
 10:10, 10:20
old 10:5
Once 9:1, 10:7
ones 12:23
ongoing 9:17
opinion 13:17
order 7:6, 11:25
 18:2
ordered 11:2
ordinance 3:7
 6:13, 8:7, 9:24
 12:2, 12:10
 16:1
ordinances 9:25
outcome 19:16
outline 4:1
owned 4:14
 6:25

P

p.m 1:6, 2:2
 18:15
packed 11:10
 11:11
packet 3:16
pages 19:10
Palo 2:19, 4:4
 16:16
parcels 7:5
 16:20
Parkway 5:7

part 17:25
parties 19:14
passed 11:16
passes 18:13
passion 15:23
Pearson 2:21
 10:25, 15:22
 15:23, 16:4
 16:25, 17:4
penalty 8:20
people 11:20
 14:21, 14:22
 14:22, 14:23
 14:25, 15:2
 17:9
Peoria 1:1, 1:4
 2:1, 2:4, 2:4
 2:14, 4:22, 5:2
 11:15, 14:14
 16:22, 16:23
periodically 9:14
person 15:19
personally 17:15
physically 6:23
picked 15:15
 15:16
piece 5:15, 5:16
 16:22
pieces 3:23
Pine 2:22, 16:16
places 11:11
plan 3:12, 3:20
 3:21, 4:12, 5:7
 5:14, 11:16
planning 11:4
Pleasant 5:6, 5:7
Please 12:12
 18:12
pleased 6:11, 8:5
point 11:24, 18:2
political 15:23
politics 15:12
population 5:23
 7:8, 7:11
position 10:14
possible 8:3
presented 16:15



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

9

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030

pretty 17:21
previously 12:23
prior 16:10
problem 15:9
 15:17, 17:8
proceed 8:4
proceeding 19:4
 19:7
proceedings 3:1
 18:15, 19:11
process 8:3
 11:14
progress 9:19
properties 4:14
 5:19, 5:21, 7:2
 7:9, 7:19, 7:21
 7:23
property 3:23
 5:15, 5:16, 5:21
 6:1, 6:25, 16:22
proposed 6:13
proximity 7:13
public 14:14
purposes 3:24
put 3:6

Q

question 10:10
questions 6:12
 7:25, 10:21
 11:22, 15:21
 17:5
quickly 4:1
quite 6:21, 16:11

R

raise 8:25, 9:2
really 7:1, 7:17
 8:17, 10:25
 17:8
reason 3:20
 13:11
recall 10:16
receive 9:7, 9:17
 10:7

recognition 19:9
recommendation
 6:12
record 18:12
redistricting 3:12
 9:4, 11:8, 13:11
 14:12
reelected 11:1
 17:17
referendum
 10:17
REGULAR 1:2
 2:1
related 19:14
REPORTED
 1:20
Reporter 1:23
 2:6, 19:5, 19:25
represent 17:9
 17:11, 17:12
Representatives
 15:12
REPRESENTA...
 2:14
request 8:18
requested 3:1
 18:15
requests 9:7
 9:17
requirement
 10:16
requirements
 10:11, 10:13
 10:18, 10:19
resident 16:23
residents 7:3
 11:15, 14:16
 14:18, 14:20
 14:24, 14:24
retained 7:23
rhetoric 15:24
right 4:5, 5:11
 5:13, 6:18, 6:19
 7:4, 7:10
right-of-way 4:8
 4:16, 4:19, 4:20
 4:22, 5:3

Rights 3:13
River 4:13, 6:18
 6:24, 7:13
Rivero 2:18
 10:25, 18:9
 18:11
Road 4:20, 5:1
 5:6
roadways 5:15
Robert 2:16
Ron 2:19
room 11:10
Route 4:17, 7:14
run 15:7, 15:18
 17:16

S

satisfy 9:1
saying 17:11
says 15:6
screen 3:6, 3:15
second 4:10
 18:9
Seconded 18:10
see 4:25, 5:9, 6:2
 16:15
self-serving
 17:25
September 1:5
 2:2
sets 11:6
shaded 6:3
signature 10:11
 10:13
simple 17:21
simply 5:25
single 5:22
situation 12:15
six 12:16, 12:18
 12:18
skill 19:11
slightly 5:20
small 3:19, 4:25
 4:25
somebody 14:11
 15:18

sorry 5:10
south 4:19, 4:22
 5:3, 5:20
speech 19:8
spent 16:7
 16:12
split 3:23, 4:14
splits 5:19
splitting 4:8
 5:16
spoke 13:6
spoken 11:9
ss 19:1
staff 6:12, 8:10
 12:16
start 12:14
started 12:16
starts 9:1
State 2:8, 4:17
 7:14, 19:1, 19:6
stated 13:7
stay 15:6
step 3:10
Steve 2:23
stops 8:19, 8:22
 9:1, 9:2
Street 2:4
structures 7:17
submission 3:11
 8:10, 8:12, 8:14
 8:17
submit 9:15
 13:23, 14:3
sue 8:21
sullied 11:14
support 11:4
sure 9:5, 16:21
surrounded 6:4
 6:10
Swenson 2:24
system 12:15

T

take 3:11, 12:19
 12:20
taken 2:2, 12:3

 19:5, 19:7
technically 10:2
 10:4
Tempe 19:18
text 19:8
thank 5:11, 6:14
 7:24, 10:20
 11:4, 11:21
 12:13, 13:13
 13:14, 14:5
 14:9, 15:20
 17:4, 17:18
 17:19
thereto 19:7
thing 12:17
 16:18, 18:4
things 17:3
think 13:4, 13:12
 18:4, 18:5
thought 13:6
 15:14
three 11:2, 12:24
 13:1, 13:8
 14:19
threefold 11:12
time 8:11, 8:18
 8:25, 9:2, 9:11
 16:7, 16:12
 17:23
timeline 8:3
times 17:22
title 16:10
told 14:13, 14:15
tonight 8:4, 8:6
 11:17, 12:1
 12:8
Tony 2:18
traditionally 6:8
trail 6:24, 7:19
transcript 1:1
 19:10
translated 19:8
tremendous 16:7
true 19:10
try 17:16
trying 15:14
types 17:3



TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING - 9/6/2011

10

Morris-Crowe Court Reporting, LLC
602-230-1030

U

ultimately 7:21
 16:17
understand 17:8
unfortunately
 11:6
unusual 9:25
update 9:13
 9:16, 9:16
updating 9:18
use 10:5
uses 3:21

V

Verde 2:19, 4:4
 16:16
verified 3:18
 16:6
versus 5:7
Vice 2:17
virtue 16:23
Voice 19:7
voices 11:15
vote 13:11, 14:6
 17:20, 18:12
 18:12
voted 15:3, 15:3
 15:4
votes 10:14

W

Wanda 2:25
want 9:5, 11:1
 12:7, 15:6, 15:7
 15:8, 17:2
wanted 13:18
 14:23, 14:24
 14:25, 14:25
 15:17
wants 8:12
 15:18, 15:19
way 15:11
 15:13, 15:13
 19:13, 19:16

week 14:11
went 7:4, 14:11
 14:14
west 2:4, 4:11
 4:12, 4:15, 4:16
 4:23, 6:17, 6:18
 7:7
We've 5:19
Willow 2:20, 4:5
 4:11, 4:12, 4:18
 5:17, 5:18, 6:17
 15:18
worked 3:17
working 8:8
 9:11
worried 17:13
Writing 19:7

Y

Yeah 7:16
 11:24

1

1 15:3
10,000 15:2
 15:3
101 4:17, 6:24
 7:2, 7:8, 7:14
 7:20
12R 3:3

2

2 6:17, 14:25
 15:4
2,000 15:4
20 19:20
2001 17:24
2011 1:5, 2:2
 9:5, 9:9
2012 9:6

3

3 18:13

3,500 18:3
30 10:1
31 9:5, 9:9

4

4 18:13

5

5 14:24
50763 1:23, 2:8
 19:6, 19:25
5th 3:20, 12:4

6

6 1:5, 2:2
60 8:16, 8:17
 8:21, 8:23
60-day 8:19

7

7:21 1:6, 2:2
7:41 18:15

8

8 3:4, 3:8, 14:23
 15:1, 15:3
83rd 4:21, 4:24
8401 2:4



file:///C|/DOCUME~1/codyg/LOCALS~1/Temp/AcrD12C.tmp/3-TR...CRIPT_OF_CITY_OF_PEORIA_CITY_COUNCIL_REGULAR_MEETING.txt

0001
 1                    TRANSCRIPT OF CITY OF PEORIA
 2                    CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
 3   
 4                          Peoria, Arizona
 5                         September 6, 2011
 6                             7:21 p.m.
 7   
 8   
 9   
10   
11   
12   
13   
14   
15   
16   
17   
18   
19   
20   REPORTED BY:
21   
22   Cindy Bachman
23   Certified Reporter No. 50763
24   
25   
0002
 1        CITY OF PEORIA, CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING,
 2   
     was taken on September 6, 2011, at 7:21 p.m. at the
 3   
 4   Peoria City Hall, 8401 West Monroe Street, Peoria,
 5   
 6   Arizona, before CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter
 7   
 8   No. 50763, for the State of Arizona.
 9   
10   
11                           * * * *
12   
13   
14   CITY OF PEORIA REPRESENTATVES
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15   
16        Robert Barrett, Mayor
17        Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor, Mesquite District
18        Tony Rivero, Acacia District
19        Ron Aames, Palo Verde District
20        Joan Evans, Willow District
21        Dave Pearson, Ironwood District
22        Carlo Leone, Pine District
23        Steve Kemp, City Attorney
24        Carl Swenson, City Manager
25        Wanda Nelson, City Clerk
0003
 1            (Commencement of requested proceedings.)
 2                            * * * * *
 3             MR. BARRETT:  Next up is 12R, Code Amendment,
 4   Chapter 8, City Council Districts.
 5             MR. KEMP:  Mayor, for this one, I'm going to
 6   come down here and also put the map up on the screen.
 7             Mayor, Council, this is the ordinance amending
 8   Chapter 8 to adopt the metes and bounds legal
 9   descriptions for the new City Council Districts, since
10   this is essentially the final step that we are asking
11   you to take before submission of the City's
12   redistricting plan to the US Department of Justice,
13   Civil Rights Division.
14             Here is a larger map, and there's a map in
15   front of you on your screen as well.  And you'll note
16   in your packet, the metes and bounds legal
17   descriptions, which we have worked with the
18   IT department and have verified their accuracy.
19             There are a few small changes from the concept
20   plan that you adopted in July 5th.  And the reason for
21   that is, is that the concept plan uses census
22   boundaries, and sometimes the census boundaries
23   actually split pieces of property, which we aren't able
24   to do for purposes of the actual metes and bounds
25   descriptions.
0004
 1             And I would just very quickly outline each of
 2   those.  As you know in your council communication,
 3   there are five.
 4             The first change is to the Palo Verde and
 5   Willow District, which is right here (indicating).
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 6   Instead of using the center line up here of
 7   Bremen Drive, we're using the extension of the north
 8   right-of-way line.  And this is to avoid splitting a
 9   house in half.
10             And the second change is, we have moved the
11   west boundary of Willow.  If you look at the concept
12   plan, the west boundary of Willow actually followed the
13   middle of New River.  The difficulty with that is it
14   split a number of properties owned by the flood control
15   district.  And so we have actually moved the west
16   boundary to the west right-of-way line of
17   State Route 101.
18             We have also moved the boundary for Willow
19   using the south right-of-way line.  Most of the
20   right-of-way of Bell Road, east of existing
21   83rd Avenue, is actually in the city of Glendale.
22   The south right-of-way line is the Peoria city limit
23   line, and then we continued that west of existing
24   83rd Avenue.
25             You'll see a small jog.  That small jog north
0005
 1   of Bell Road at the interchange is actually in the city
 2   of Peoria, so we need to incorporate that within the
 3   city.  But we're using the south right-of-way line to
 4   ensure better continuity.
 5             Next, in Ironwood, we're actually using the
 6   actual configuration of Lake Pleasant Road and
 7   Lake Pleasant Parkway versus then the concept plan --
 8             MR. BARRETT:  Can you lower it?  Because we
 9   don't see --
10             MR. KEMP:  I'm sorry.  Let me move that.
11             MR. BARRETT:  That's all right.  Thank you.
12   You're good.
13             MR. KEMP:  Right here is, where my cursor is,
14   the concept plan actually had that going through a
15   piece of property, and we're now following the roadways
16   so that we're not splitting the piece of property.
17             And then finally, the boundary here for Willow,
18   again -- actually between Willow and Mesquite, actually
19   splits some properties.  We've adjusted the boundaries
20   slightly south so that we are actually following
21   property boundaries and all of the properties in a
22   single council district.
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23             None of these changes changed the population.
24   None of these changes changed any of the ethnic content
25   of any district.  They're simply indicating and having
0006
 1   the boundaries follow actual property lines.
 2             And then finally, you'll see that there's a
 3   number of county islands, which are shaded the same
 4   color as the district they're surrounded by.  And this
 5   would also certainly indicate that in the event those
 6   islands are ever annexed, that will be the district
 7   that they'll be assigned to.
 8             And that has been traditionally how we have
 9   done that.  We have assigned them to the districts
10   which they are surrounded by.
11             And with that, I'd be pleased to answer any
12   questions.  And the staff recommendation would be that
13   you approve the proposed ordinance.
14             MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much.
15             Mr. Aames?
16             MR. AAMES:  Can you with your -- indicate the
17   No. 2, west boundary of Willow from the middle of
18   New River to the west right of --
19             MR. KEMP:  It's this area right in here
20   (indicating).
21             MR. AAMES:  So that's quite a bit of area then?
22             MR. KEMP:  It's actually -- it looks larger
23   than it is.  If you're actually and physically out
24   there, between the 101 and New River, there's a trail.
25   And the property is all owned by the Maricopa County
0007
 1   Flood Control District.  It's really left over
 2   properties from when the 101 was constructed.
 3             There are no houses, no residents.  It's just
 4   the census boundaries literally went right through the
 5   middle of different flood control district parcels.
 6             So in order to avoid that, we determined that
 7   we could move the boundary over to the west boundary of
 8   101 without impacting any population and avoiding these
 9   flood control district properties.
10             So it's basically this area right in here
11   (indicating).  And there is no population, nor would it
12   be expected that there would be any in the future
13   because of the close proximity between the New River
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14   and the State Route 101.
15             MR. AAMES:  Are there businesses there?
16             MR. KEMP:  Yeah, no businesses.
17             MR. AAMES:  No structures at all, really?
18             MR. KEMP:  Literally, it's -- basically,
19   there's a trail, and these are all leftover properties.
20   When the 101 was built, ADOT had some leftover
21   properties.  These were ultimately conveyed to flood
22   control, and they are now just basically flood control
23   properties that they have retained.
24             MR. AAMES:  Okay.  Thank you.
25             MR. BARRETT:  Other questions?
0008
 1             I know it's always a crapshoot with the federal
 2   government fiscals and the Justice Department.  Can you
 3   give us a possible timeline or how the process will
 4   proceed from tonight?
 5             MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, I'd be pleased to.
 6             Based on your actions tonight, assuming that
 7   you approve this ordinance, this is literally the
 8   finally -- we have been working busily with the city
 9   clerk's office, with IT, and a number of other city
10   staff, to assemble the submission, which is actually
11   going to be done electronically for the first time.
12   The Justice Department wants the submission
13   electronically.
14             Our goal is to have that submission to the
15   Justice Department before the end of this month.
16   Under federal law, they have 60 days to act on the
17   submission.  But that's not really a firm 60 days
18   because at any time, if they request information,
19   the 60-day clock stops.
20             Also there's no penalty if they don't act
21   within 60 days, other than the fact that you can sue
22   them, in which case, the clock stops.
23             So it's kind of a 60 days at the end of a --
24   as I mentioned, there's actually no consequence.  And
25   at any time should they raise an issue, the clock
0009
 1   stops.  Once you satisfy the issue, the clock starts.
 2   The next time they raise an issue, the clock stops.
 3             The goal that we have is, is to have the
 4   redistricting done, with Justice Department approval,
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 5   by December 31, 2011.  Because we want to make sure
 6   that the clerk has -- early 2012, the clerk begins to
 7   receive requests for nominations.
 8             So the goal would be to have it done by
 9   December 31, 2011.  The clerk and I, along with our
10   consultants, National Demographics, have been busily
11   working to accomplish it in that time frame, and we
12   expect that we will.
13             MR. BARRETT:  And you'll update us
14   periodically?
15             MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, when we submit,
16   we will update you.  We will also update you on an
17   ongoing basis.  Should we receive requests for more
18   information from Justice, we will certainly be updating
19   you and keeping you advised as to how we progress with
20   that.
21             MR. BARRETT:  If these boundaries are approved
22   by the Justice Department, do they go into effect
23   immediately?
24             MR. KEMP:  Yes.  This ordinance is going to be
25   a little bit unusual because normally your ordinances
0010
 1   go into effect 30 days after adoption.
 2             This one technically does, but we can't conduct
 3   any elections under it until Justice Department
 4   approves.  So even though it's technically in effect,
 5   we would still use the old boundaries until the Justice
 6   Department approves.
 7             Once we receive a letter interposing no
 8   objections, then we would conduct elections in
 9   accordance with the new boundaries.
10             MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  And the last question is
11   an obvious one.  Now will signature requirements
12   change?
13             MR. KEMP:  The signature requirements are based
14   on the votes cast for mayor or for the council position
15   in the last election, depending on the nature of what
16   kind of requirement it is, as to whether it's a recall,
17   an issue of referendum or nomination.
18             And those requirements do not change.  The
19   change in boundaries do not change the requirements.
20             MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Thank you.
21             Other questions or comments?
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22             Ms. Evans?
23             MS. EVANS:  Well, first of all, obviously,
24   there are four members of the Council -- Mr. Leone,
25   Mr. Aames, Mr. Rivero, and Mr. Pearson -- who really
0011
 1   want me to be reelected.  Because why else would they
 2   have ordered three new maps so that no councilmember
 3   would be drawn out of their district?
 4             So thank you very much for planning to support
 5   me in my next election.  It means a lot to me.
 6             Next of all, and unfortunately, this sets a
 7   course that is different criteria than all past
 8   redistricting efforts have done.
 9             That being said, the citizens have spoken
10   loudly and clearly.  They have packed this room.
11   They have packed other meeting places.  Their concerns
12   are threefold, that the districts are not compact.
13   There has been classic gerrymandering and that the
14   process has been sullied.
15             The voices of Peoria residents have been
16   ignored by this council.  If this plan is passed
17   tonight, there are citizens who do desire to file a
18   complaint with the Justice Department.
19             Councilmembers, it is not too late to listen to
20   the people.
21             MR. BARRETT:  Thank you
22             Other questions or comments?
23             Mr. Aames?
24             MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  A lot bit of a point of
25   order.  Aren't we just deciding on the legal boundaries
0012
 1   tonight, not on the concept?
 2             MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, yes, the ordinance
 3   before you, we have taken the concept that you approved
 4   on July 5th and drafted a metes and bounds legal
 5   description.  Obviously, should you not approve this,
 6   then I would expect we would have to come back to you
 7   and find what you want us to do.
 8             But tonight, yes, Councilmember Aames, you are
 9   correct.  We're just -- we are asking you to adopt this
10   ordinance, which is the metes and bounds legal
11   descriptions for the City Council Districts.
12             MR. BARRETT:  Please, ma'am.
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13             MS. CARLAT:  Thank you.
14             It's very difficult to know where to start with
15   this whole system, this whole situation.
16             We started with six maps.  The staff was
17   directed to -- you know, to do the logical thing.
18   Get six -- get a consultant, get six maps, and to not
19   take into consideration -- as contractually agreed
20   upon, not take into consideration councils' current
21   addresses, current City Council addresses.
22             When City Council, the majority of them, the
23   ones that have been previously mentioned, did not like
24   that, they asked for three more maps to be drawn that
25   included their addresses.  Everyone's addresses.  So
0013
 1   then we came up with three new maps that had to do with
 2   City Councilmembers' -- current City Councilmembers'
 3   home addresses.
 4             I think that that was an atrocity.  The many,
 5   many citizens who came to the City Council meeting and
 6   spoke also thought that it was an atrocity.  And,
 7   again, as you had stated, they were ignored.
 8             I felt that the last three maps that were
 9   created, based on City Councilmember members'
10   addresses, should never have been created.  For that
11   reason, I am going to vote no on this redistricting
12   because I think that this map is completely invalid.
13             Thank you.
14             MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much.
15             Mr. Aames?
16             MR. AAMES:  Yes.  Councilwoman Carlat, you're
17   certainly entitled to your opinion, but a lot of
18   citizens wanted additional maps.  We looked at
19   additional maps.
20             All these maps meet the criteria.  Isn't that
21   correct?
22             MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, we will certainly --
23   we certainly believe that we will be able to submit
24   this map and justify this map to the Department of
25   Justice as meeting all the criteria under federal law,
0014
 1   under our city charter and code.
 2             And we certainly, assuming that you approve it,
 3   will -- that's our intent is to submit it and to argue

file:///C|/DOCUME~1/codyg/LOCALS~1/Temp/Acr..._OF_PEORIA_CITY_COUNCIL_REGULAR_MEETING.txt (8 of 12) [10/26/2011 5:16:50 PM]



file:///C|/DOCUME~1/codyg/LOCALS~1/Temp/AcrD12C.tmp/3-TR...CRIPT_OF_CITY_OF_PEORIA_CITY_COUNCIL_REGULAR_MEETING.txt

 4   that it meets all legal criteria.
 5             MR. AAMES:  Thank you.
 6             I move that we vote on this.
 7             MR. BARRETT:  Just a moment.
 8             Mr. Leone?
 9             MR. LEONE:  Yes.  Thank you, Mayor.
10             You know, we're beating a dead horse here.
11   You know, I went to a convention last week and somebody
12   else was having a redistricting.
13             And I told them, "Don't make the same mistake
14   Peoria made."  We went to the public before we had all
15   the maps.  Now, we were told if we didn't like the
16   maps, if the residents didn't like the maps, we can go
17   out and get more maps.  And that's just what we did.
18             We had a lot of residents who didn't like the
19   map.  We came back with three more maps, and we had
20   residents and -- like Joan said, the fact we didn't
21   look to the people.
22             Maybe we didn't listen to people, some people.
23   We listened to the people who wanted Map 8.  There are
24   residents that wanted Map 5.  There are residents that
25   wanted Map 2.  So we listened to the people who wanted
0015
 1   Map 8.
 2             Now, I don't know if there was 10,000 people
 3   who voted for Map 8, and 10,000 who voted for Map 1,
 4   and 2,000 voted for Map 2.  I don't know.  All I know
 5   is, we took the best map we could.
 6             And like Joan Evans says, we want her to stay
 7   in the district.  We want her to run.  It's just like
 8   anything else, if she don't like -- she didn't want to
 9   go up north, and that's her problem.
10             I'm going up north.  Dave's going up north.
11   Everybody's going up north.  And that's the way
12   politics is.  Look at the House of Representatives,
13   they're going way -- they're going way crazy.
14             So what I'm trying to say is, I thought that we
15   did a good job.  We picked a map that we felt that was
16   best for all of us.  We picked a map that a lot of our
17   constituents wanted.  So I don't know where the problem
18   is.  Like I say, somebody wants to run for the Willow
19   District, and that's the map that person wants.
20             Thank you, Mayor.
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21             MR. BARRETT:  Other comments or questions?
22             Mr. Pearson?
23             MR. PEARSON:  Despite the political passion and
24   rhetoric, we are here just to approve legal
25   definitions.  Is that not correct?
0016
 1             MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, the ordinance before
 2   you is to approve the metes and bounds legal
 3   descriptions for these districts.
 4             MR. PEARSON:  And do you believe that they are
 5   accurate?
 6             MR. KEMP:  We have verified literally --
 7   we have spent a tremendous amount of time going through
 8   these metes and bounds.  Literally, every Council
 9   District, the IT department, and myself.  And one of my
10   prior jobs, doing legal descriptions for title
11   companies is something I have quite a bit of
12   familiarity with.  And so we spent a lot of time going
13   through this.
14             And, yes, every description accurately
15   describes each district, as you see them presented on
16   that map, from Acadia to Pine to Palo Verde to Ironwood
17   to -- and, ultimately, to Mesquite.
18             And, in fact, one thing, the other correction
19   that we did make is, the census actually missed a
20   couple of parcels that we had appendixed, and we made
21   sure that those are included as well.
22             So every Peoria piece of property and every
23   Peoria resident will have a councilmember by virtue of
24   these descriptions.
25             MR. PEARSON:  Excellent.  And I'm also happy
0017
 1   that you didn't cut a house in half.
 2             MR. KEMP:  Yes.  We certainly would not want to
 3   be doing those types of things.
 4             MR. PEARSON:  Thank you.
 5             MR. BARRETT:  Other questions or comments?
 6             Mr. Leone?
 7             MR. LEONE:  Yes, another comment.  You know,
 8   I don't -- I really don't understand what the problem
 9   is.  We are elected to represent the people in our
10   district.  No matter where that district goes, we were
11   elected to represent them.  And that's all I'm saying,
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12   that we should represent them, and we shouldn't be
13   worried about how far up we're going or how far down
14   we're going.
15             We are personally elected, and we should keep
16   our district and also run in that district and try and
17   get reelected.
18             Thank you.
19             MR. BARRETT:  Thank you.
20             Before I call for the vote, I have a comment.
21   My comment is pretty simple.
22             This is one of the few times -- well, in fact,
23   this is the only time since I've been on Council since
24   2001, I'm ashamed of the Council.  This is a
25   self-serving effort on their part, which cost the
0018
 1   city --
 2             MR. AAMES:  Point of order.
 3             MR. BARRETT:  -- more than $3,500 extra.
 4             So, no, I think this is a horrible thing, and I
 5   think it's an abomination.
 6             With that, can I have a motion?
 7             MR. AAMES:  I move that we accept these
 8   boundaries.
 9             MR. RIVERO:  Second.
10             MR. BARRETT:  Moved by Mr. Aames.  Seconded by
11   Mr. Rivero.
12             Please vote.  The clerk will record the vote.
13             It passes 4 to 3 with Carlat, Evans, and
14   Barrett dissenting.
15        (Requested proceedings concluded at 7:41 p.m.)
16                          * * * * *
17   
18   
19   
20   
21   
22   
23   
24   
25   
0019
 1   STATE OF ARIZONA    )
                         )  ss.
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 2   COUNTY OF MARICOPA  )
 3   
 4                  BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceeding
 5   was taken before me, CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter
 6   No. 50763, in and for the State of Arizona; that the
 7   proceeding thereto were taken down by the Voice Writing
 8   method and thereafter translated into text via speech
 9   recognition under my direction; that the foregoing
10   pages are a true and correct transcript of all
11   proceedings, all done to the best of my skill and
12   ability.
13                  I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way
14   related to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any
15   
16   way interested in the outcome hereof.
17   
18                  DATED at Tempe, Arizona, this _______ day
19   
20   of _________________, 20___.
21   
22   
23                                 __________________________
24                                 Cindy Bachman, CR
25                                 Certified Reporter No. 50763
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           1           (Commencement of requested proceedings.)  

           2                           * * * * * 

           3            MR. BARRETT:  Next up is 12R, Code Amendment, 

           4  Chapter 8, City Council Districts.  

           5            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, for this one, I'm going to 

           6  come down here and also put the map up on the screen. 

           7            Mayor, Council, this is the ordinance amending 

           8  Chapter 8 to adopt the metes and bounds legal 

           9  descriptions for the new City Council Districts, since 

          10  this is essentially the final step that we are asking 

          11  you to take before submission of the City's 

          12  redistricting plan to the US Department of Justice, 

          13  Civil Rights Division.   

          14            Here is a larger map, and there's a map in 

          15  front of you on your screen as well.  And you'll note 

          16  in your packet, the metes and bounds legal 

          17  descriptions, which we have worked with the           

          18  IT department and have verified their accuracy.   

          19            There are a few small changes from the concept 

          20  plan that you adopted in July 5th.  And the reason for 

          21  that is, is that the concept plan uses census 

          22  boundaries, and sometimes the census boundaries 

          23  actually split pieces of property, which we aren't able 

          24  to do for purposes of the actual metes and bounds 

          25  descriptions.   
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           1            And I would just very quickly outline each of 

           2  those.  As you know in your council communication, 

           3  there are five. 

           4            The first change is to the Palo Verde and 

           5  Willow District, which is right here (indicating).  

           6  Instead of using the center line up here of       

           7  Bremen Drive, we're using the extension of the north 

           8  right-of-way line.  And this is to avoid splitting a 

           9  house in half. 

          10            And the second change is, we have moved the 

          11  west boundary of Willow.  If you look at the concept 

          12  plan, the west boundary of Willow actually followed the 

          13  middle of New River.  The difficulty with that is it 

          14  split a number of properties owned by the flood control 

          15  district.  And so we have actually moved the west 

          16  boundary to the west right-of-way line of          

          17  State Route 101.   

          18            We have also moved the boundary for Willow 

          19  using the south right-of-way line.  Most of the   

          20  right-of-way of Bell Road, east of existing         

          21  83rd Avenue, is actually in the city of Glendale.    

          22  The south right-of-way line is the Peoria city limit 

          23  line, and then we continued that west of existing   

          24  83rd Avenue.   

          25            You'll see a small jog.  That small jog north 
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           1  of Bell Road at the interchange is actually in the city 

           2  of Peoria, so we need to incorporate that within the 

           3  city.  But we're using the south right-of-way line to 

           4  ensure better continuity. 

           5            Next, in Ironwood, we're actually using the 

           6  actual configuration of Lake Pleasant Road and      

           7  Lake Pleasant Parkway versus then the concept plan -- 

           8            MR. BARRETT:  Can you lower it?  Because we 

           9  don't see -- 

          10            MR. KEMP:  I'm sorry.  Let me move that. 

          11            MR. BARRETT:  That's all right.  Thank you.  

          12  You're good. 

          13            MR. KEMP:  Right here is, where my cursor is, 

          14  the concept plan actually had that going through a 

          15  piece of property, and we're now following the roadways 

          16  so that we're not splitting the piece of property.   

          17            And then finally, the boundary here for Willow, 

          18  again -- actually between Willow and Mesquite, actually 

          19  splits some properties.  We've adjusted the boundaries 

          20  slightly south so that we are actually following 

          21  property boundaries and all of the properties in a 

          22  single council district. 

          23            None of these changes changed the population.  

          24  None of these changes changed any of the ethnic content 

          25  of any district.  They're simply indicating and having 
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           1  the boundaries follow actual property lines. 

           2            And then finally, you'll see that there's a 

           3  number of county islands, which are shaded the same 

           4  color as the district they're surrounded by.  And this 

           5  would also certainly indicate that in the event those 

           6  islands are ever annexed, that will be the district 

           7  that they'll be assigned to.   

           8            And that has been traditionally how we have 

           9  done that.  We have assigned them to the districts 

          10  which they are surrounded by.   

          11            And with that, I'd be pleased to answer any 

          12  questions.  And the staff recommendation would be that 

          13  you approve the proposed ordinance. 

          14            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 

          15            Mr. Aames? 

          16            MR. AAMES:  Can you with your -- indicate the 

          17  No. 2, west boundary of Willow from the middle of    

          18  New River to the west right of --  

          19            MR. KEMP:  It's this area right in here 

          20  (indicating).  

          21            MR. AAMES:  So that's quite a bit of area then? 

          22            MR. KEMP:  It's actually -- it looks larger 

          23  than it is.  If you're actually and physically out 

          24  there, between the 101 and New River, there's a trail.  

          25  And the property is all owned by the Maricopa County 
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           1  Flood Control District.  It's really left over 

           2  properties from when the 101 was constructed.   

           3            There are no houses, no residents.  It's just 

           4  the census boundaries literally went right through the 

           5  middle of different flood control district parcels.  

           6            So in order to avoid that, we determined that 

           7  we could move the boundary over to the west boundary of 

           8  101 without impacting any population and avoiding these 

           9  flood control district properties.   

          10            So it's basically this area right in here 

          11  (indicating).  And there is no population, nor would it 

          12  be expected that there would be any in the future 

          13  because of the close proximity between the New River 

          14  and the State Route 101. 

          15            MR. AAMES:  Are there businesses there? 

          16            MR. KEMP:  Yeah, no businesses. 

          17            MR. AAMES:  No structures at all, really? 

          18            MR. KEMP:  Literally, it's -- basically, 

          19  there's a trail, and these are all leftover properties.  

          20  When the 101 was built, ADOT had some leftover 

          21  properties.  These were ultimately conveyed to flood 

          22  control, and they are now just basically flood control 

          23  properties that they have retained. 

          24            MR. AAMES:  Okay.  Thank you. 

          25            MR. BARRETT:  Other questions? 
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           1            I know it's always a crapshoot with the federal 

           2  government fiscals and the Justice Department.  Can you 

           3  give us a possible timeline or how the process will 

           4  proceed from tonight? 

           5            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, I'd be pleased to. 

           6            Based on your actions tonight, assuming that 

           7  you approve this ordinance, this is literally the 

           8  finally -- we have been working busily with the city 

           9  clerk's office, with IT, and a number of other city 

          10  staff, to assemble the submission, which is actually 

          11  going to be done electronically for the first time.  

          12  The Justice Department wants the submission 

          13  electronically.   

          14            Our goal is to have that submission to the 

          15  Justice Department before the end of this month.   

          16  Under federal law, they have 60 days to act on the 

          17  submission.  But that's not really a firm 60 days 

          18  because at any time, if they request information,    

          19  the 60-day clock stops.   

          20            Also there's no penalty if they don't act 

          21  within 60 days, other than the fact that you can sue 

          22  them, in which case, the clock stops.   

          23            So it's kind of a 60 days at the end of a --  

          24  as I mentioned, there's actually no consequence.  And 

          25  at any time should they raise an issue, the clock 
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           1  stops.  Once you satisfy the issue, the clock starts.  

           2  The next time they raise an issue, the clock stops.  

           3            The goal that we have is, is to have the 

           4  redistricting done, with Justice Department approval, 

           5  by December 31, 2011.  Because we want to make sure 

           6  that the clerk has -- early 2012, the clerk begins to 

           7  receive requests for nominations.   

           8            So the goal would be to have it done by 

           9  December 31, 2011.  The clerk and I, along with our 

          10  consultants, National Demographics, have been busily 

          11  working to accomplish it in that time frame, and we 

          12  expect that we will. 

          13            MR. BARRETT:  And you'll update us 

          14  periodically? 

          15            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, when we submit,    

          16  we will update you.  We will also update you on an 

          17  ongoing basis.  Should we receive requests for more 

          18  information from Justice, we will certainly be updating 

          19  you and keeping you advised as to how we progress with 

          20  that. 

          21            MR. BARRETT:  If these boundaries are approved 

          22  by the Justice Department, do they go into effect 

          23  immediately? 

          24            MR. KEMP:  Yes.  This ordinance is going to be 

          25  a little bit unusual because normally your ordinances 
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           1  go into effect 30 days after adoption.   

           2            This one technically does, but we can't conduct 

           3  any elections under it until Justice Department 

           4  approves.  So even though it's technically in effect, 

           5  we would still use the old boundaries until the Justice 

           6  Department approves. 

           7            Once we receive a letter interposing no 

           8  objections, then we would conduct elections in 

           9  accordance with the new boundaries. 

          10            MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  And the last question is 

          11  an obvious one.  Now will signature requirements 

          12  change? 

          13            MR. KEMP:  The signature requirements are based 

          14  on the votes cast for mayor or for the council position 

          15  in the last election, depending on the nature of what 

          16  kind of requirement it is, as to whether it's a recall, 

          17  an issue of referendum or nomination.   

          18            And those requirements do not change.  The 

          19  change in boundaries do not change the requirements. 

          20            MR. BARRETT:  Okay.  Thank you. 

          21            Other questions or comments? 

          22            Ms. Evans? 

          23            MS. EVANS:  Well, first of all, obviously, 

          24  there are four members of the Council -- Mr. Leone,  

          25  Mr. Aames, Mr. Rivero, and Mr. Pearson -- who really 
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           1  want me to be reelected.  Because why else would they 

           2  have ordered three new maps so that no councilmember 

           3  would be drawn out of their district?   

           4            So thank you very much for planning to support 

           5  me in my next election.  It means a lot to me. 

           6            Next of all, and unfortunately, this sets a 

           7  course that is different criteria than all past 

           8  redistricting efforts have done.   

           9            That being said, the citizens have spoken 

          10  loudly and clearly.  They have packed this room.    

          11  They have packed other meeting places.  Their concerns 

          12  are threefold, that the districts are not compact.  

          13  There has been classic gerrymandering and that the 

          14  process has been sullied. 

          15            The voices of Peoria residents have been 

          16  ignored by this council.  If this plan is passed 

          17  tonight, there are citizens who do desire to file a 

          18  complaint with the Justice Department.   

          19            Councilmembers, it is not too late to listen to 

          20  the people.   

          21            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you  

          22            Other questions or comments? 

          23            Mr. Aames? 

          24            MR. AAMES:  Yeah.  A lot bit of a point of 

          25  order.  Aren't we just deciding on the legal boundaries 
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           1  tonight, not on the concept? 

           2            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, yes, the ordinance 

           3  before you, we have taken the concept that you approved 

           4  on July 5th and drafted a metes and bounds legal 

           5  description.  Obviously, should you not approve this, 

           6  then I would expect we would have to come back to you 

           7  and find what you want us to do.   

           8            But tonight, yes, Councilmember Aames, you are 

           9  correct.  We're just -- we are asking you to adopt this 

          10  ordinance, which is the metes and bounds legal 

          11  descriptions for the City Council Districts. 

          12            MR. BARRETT:  Please, ma'am.   

          13            MS. CARLAT:  Thank you. 

          14            It's very difficult to know where to start with 

          15  this whole system, this whole situation. 

          16            We started with six maps.  The staff was 

          17  directed to -- you know, to do the logical thing.    

          18  Get six -- get a consultant, get six maps, and to not 

          19  take into consideration -- as contractually agreed 

          20  upon, not take into consideration councils' current 

          21  addresses, current City Council addresses.   

          22            When City Council, the majority of them, the 

          23  ones that have been previously mentioned, did not like 

          24  that, they asked for three more maps to be drawn that 

          25  included their addresses.  Everyone's addresses.  So 
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           1  then we came up with three new maps that had to do with 

           2  City Councilmembers' -- current City Councilmembers' 

           3  home addresses.   

           4            I think that that was an atrocity.  The many, 

           5  many citizens who came to the City Council meeting and 

           6  spoke also thought that it was an atrocity.  And, 

           7  again, as you had stated, they were ignored. 

           8            I felt that the last three maps that were 

           9  created, based on City Councilmember members' 

          10  addresses, should never have been created.  For that 

          11  reason, I am going to vote no on this redistricting 

          12  because I think that this map is completely invalid. 

          13            Thank you. 

          14            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you very much. 

          15            Mr. Aames? 

          16            MR. AAMES:  Yes.  Councilwoman Carlat, you're 

          17  certainly entitled to your opinion, but a lot of 

          18  citizens wanted additional maps.  We looked at 

          19  additional maps.   

          20            All these maps meet the criteria.  Isn't that 

          21  correct? 

          22            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, we will certainly -- 

          23  we certainly believe that we will be able to submit 

          24  this map and justify this map to the Department of 

          25  Justice as meeting all the criteria under federal law, 
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           1  under our city charter and code. 

           2            And we certainly, assuming that you approve it, 

           3  will -- that's our intent is to submit it and to argue 

           4  that it meets all legal criteria. 

           5            MR. AAMES:  Thank you.   

           6            I move that we vote on this. 

           7            MR. BARRETT:  Just a moment.   

           8            Mr. Leone? 

           9            MR. LEONE:  Yes.  Thank you, Mayor. 

          10            You know, we're beating a dead horse here.   

          11  You know, I went to a convention last week and somebody 

          12  else was having a redistricting.   

          13            And I told them, "Don't make the same mistake 

          14  Peoria made."  We went to the public before we had all 

          15  the maps.  Now, we were told if we didn't like the 

          16  maps, if the residents didn't like the maps, we can go 

          17  out and get more maps.  And that's just what we did.  

          18            We had a lot of residents who didn't like the 

          19  map.  We came back with three more maps, and we had 

          20  residents and -- like Joan said, the fact we didn't 

          21  look to the people.   

          22            Maybe we didn't listen to people, some people.  

          23  We listened to the people who wanted Map 8.  There are 

          24  residents that wanted Map 5.  There are residents that 

          25  wanted Map 2.  So we listened to the people who wanted 
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           1  Map 8. 

           2            Now, I don't know if there was 10,000 people 

           3  who voted for Map 8, and 10,000 who voted for Map 1, 

           4  and 2,000 voted for Map 2.  I don't know.  All I know 

           5  is, we took the best map we could.   

           6            And like Joan Evans says, we want her to stay 

           7  in the district.  We want her to run.  It's just like 

           8  anything else, if she don't like -- she didn't want to 

           9  go up north, and that's her problem.   

          10            I'm going up north.  Dave's going up north.  

          11  Everybody's going up north.  And that's the way 

          12  politics is.  Look at the House of Representatives, 

          13  they're going way -- they're going way crazy.  

          14            So what I'm trying to say is, I thought that we 

          15  did a good job.  We picked a map that we felt that was 

          16  best for all of us.  We picked a map that a lot of our 

          17  constituents wanted.  So I don't know where the problem 

          18  is.  Like I say, somebody wants to run for the Willow 

          19  District, and that's the map that person wants. 

          20            Thank you, Mayor. 

          21            MR. BARRETT:  Other comments or questions? 

          22            Mr. Pearson? 

          23            MR. PEARSON:  Despite the political passion and 

          24  rhetoric, we are here just to approve legal 

          25  definitions.  Is that not correct? 
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           1            MR. KEMP:  Mayor, Council, the ordinance before 

           2  you is to approve the metes and bounds legal 

           3  descriptions for these districts. 

           4            MR. PEARSON:  And do you believe that they are 

           5  accurate? 

           6            MR. KEMP:  We have verified literally --      

           7  we have spent a tremendous amount of time going through 

           8  these metes and bounds.  Literally, every Council 

           9  District, the IT department, and myself.  And one of my 

          10  prior jobs, doing legal descriptions for title 

          11  companies is something I have quite a bit of 

          12  familiarity with.  And so we spent a lot of time going 

          13  through this.   

          14            And, yes, every description accurately 

          15  describes each district, as you see them presented on 

          16  that map, from Acadia to Pine to Palo Verde to Ironwood 

          17  to -- and, ultimately, to Mesquite.   

          18            And, in fact, one thing, the other correction 

          19  that we did make is, the census actually missed a 

          20  couple of parcels that we had appendixed, and we made 

          21  sure that those are included as well.   

          22            So every Peoria piece of property and every 

          23  Peoria resident will have a councilmember by virtue of 

          24  these descriptions. 

          25            MR. PEARSON:  Excellent.  And I'm also happy 
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           1  that you didn't cut a house in half.  

           2            MR. KEMP:  Yes.  We certainly would not want to 

           3  be doing those types of things. 

           4            MR. PEARSON:  Thank you. 

           5            MR. BARRETT:  Other questions or comments? 

           6            Mr. Leone? 

           7            MR. LEONE:  Yes, another comment.  You know,   

           8  I don't -- I really don't understand what the problem 

           9  is.  We are elected to represent the people in our 

          10  district.  No matter where that district goes, we were 

          11  elected to represent them.  And that's all I'm saying, 

          12  that we should represent them, and we shouldn't be 

          13  worried about how far up we're going or how far down 

          14  we're going.   

          15            We are personally elected, and we should keep 

          16  our district and also run in that district and try and 

          17  get reelected.   

          18            Thank you. 

          19            MR. BARRETT:  Thank you. 

          20            Before I call for the vote, I have a comment.  

          21  My comment is pretty simple.   

          22            This is one of the few times -- well, in fact, 

          23  this is the only time since I've been on Council since 

          24  2001, I'm ashamed of the Council.  This is a       

          25  self-serving effort on their part, which cost the   
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           1  city -- 

           2            MR. AAMES:  Point of order. 

           3            MR. BARRETT:  -- more than $3,500 extra.   

           4            So, no, I think this is a horrible thing, and I 

           5  think it's an abomination. 

           6            With that, can I have a motion? 

           7            MR. AAMES:  I move that we accept these 

           8  boundaries. 

           9            MR. RIVERO:  Second. 

          10            MR. BARRETT:  Moved by Mr. Aames.  Seconded by 

          11  Mr. Rivero. 

          12            Please vote.  The clerk will record the vote. 

          13            It passes 4 to 3 with Carlat, Evans, and 

          14  Barrett dissenting. 

          15       (Requested proceedings concluded at 7:41 p.m.) 

          16                         * * * * * 
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               STATE OF ARIZONA    ) 
                                   )  ss. 
               COUNTY OF MARICOPA  ) 

                

                              BE IT KNOWN that the foregoing proceeding 

               was taken before me, CINDY BACHMAN, Certified Reporter 

               No. 50763, in and for the State of Arizona; that the 

               proceeding thereto were taken down by the Voice Writing 

               method and thereafter translated into text via speech 

               recognition under my direction; that the foregoing 

               pages are a true and correct transcript of all 

               proceedings, all done to the best of my skill and 

               ability. 

                              I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am in no way 

               related to any of the parties hereto nor am I in any 

               way interested in the outcome hereof. 

                              DATED at Tempe, Arizona, this _______ day 

               of _________________, 20___. 
                
                
                                             __________________________ 
                                             Cindy Bachman, CR 
                                             Certified Reporter No. 50763 
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