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A report from the City of Peoria to its citizens and friends

A $50,000 federal grant would help pay for wind turbines to provide electricity at Peoria’s 
Lake Pleasant fire station as the city evaluates alternative energy sources for its facilities.

Federal Grant Stimulates 
Energy Efficiency

Federal Dollars Will Help Upgrade Lighting, Test Wind Power

Peoria officials recently submitted 

a plan to spend $1.3 million in 

federal grant money to boost energy 

efficiency and conservation.

The money, from the Energy 

Department, is a so-called formula 

grant. Under such grants, dollars are 

allocated among local governments 

according to various criteria. However, 

the city must submit a spending 

proposal in order to receive the funds.

City officials learned the $1.3 

million was available back in the early 

spring. They submitted the spending 

proposal June 25 and are awaiting 

approval.

The energy-efficiency and 

conservation grant is a “two-for” 

because implementing it will save 

money and help the environment.

“We tried to craft a plan that 

would balance energy-efficiency 

projects with education for city 

employees and the public,” says city 

Grants Coordinator Tammy Shreeve.

 Peoria would like to spend more 

than half of the money on light-

emitting diode (LED) technology to 

illuminate city facilities, parks and 

streets. More than $550,000 would 

go toward interior light and building-

automation controls, while more than 

$257,000 would be spent outdoors 

in parks, parking lots and street 

lights. LED technology consumes less 

energy and generally lasts longer than 

traditional lighting.

Peoria plans to spend another 

big chunk of grant money on 

public and staff education. It has 

earmarked $200,000 for a community 

outreach and education program 

focused on energy reduction, 

conservation and sustainability. An 

additional $31,000 would go toward 

professional education to increase 

the number of Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEED)-

accredited professionals on the city’s 

staff from two to 19, while another 

$29,000 would help bring the city’s 

plan-review and inspection staff up to 

speed on the latest energy-efficiency 

and green building codes.

The training for city employees 

would be an investment, Shreeve 

says.  “In order to be a sustainable 

city, we need to have staff trained 

in sustainable design and building 

codes.”

Renewable energy also is part 

of the plan. The city would spend 

$50,000 in grant money on a pilot 

project to install wind turbines at 

the Peoria Fire Department’s Lake 

Pleasant station. Its goal is for the 

wind to generate power equal to 25-

to-50 percent of the station’s monthly 

energy consumption. Peoria also 

plans to collaborate with Arizona 

Public Service and the Maricopa 

County Water Conservation District 

on an educational message -- “Wind 

as alternative energy” -- for Lake 

Pleasant Regional Park’s half-million 

annual visitors.

The energy-efficiency and 

conservation grant is one of many 

targeted by Peoria officials, who are 

turning over every rock in search of 

money to help the city through the 

economic downturn. A task force 

led by Shreeve has worked swiftly to 

identify opportunities for funding and 

follow through with the paperwork 

necessary to snag an appropriate 

share of the money for Peoria.

“It’s been a really good 

mechanism for me in coordinating 

the grants project,” Shreeve says 

of the interdepartmental working 

group. That’s because folks in the 

various departments are best able 

to identify grants from which Peoria 

could benefit, and to provide the 

documentation necessary to apply.

Peoria has added a section to its 

Web site detailing its effort to obtain 

federal stimulus spending for local 

projects. Anyone wanting to learn 

more about the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act of 2009 can 

visit www.peoriaaz.gov/recoveryact. 

In addition to highlighting the city’s 

efforts to capture federal dollars for 

several Peoria-specific projects, the 

site links to state and federal sites 

related to the stimulus package.

YOUR TAX DOLLARS AT WORK
In addition to the federal energy grant described above, Peoria will 
receive transportation funding through the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) and other sources for these 
important road projects:

•84th Avenue Streetscape ($2.4 million) 

•91st and Olive Avenue Intersection Improvements ($2.5 million)

•Beardsley Connection to Loop 101 ($2.8 million) 

•Beardsley Road Improvements from Lake Pleasant Road to 83rd 
Avenue ($1.1 million)

County Health Officials Urge Flu Preparedness
Everyone Has a Role In Preventing the Spread of Illness

Maricopa County health officials 

are urging individuals, families and 

businesses to prepare now for what 

could be a difficult flu season this 

fall. 

Earlier this summer, the World 

Health Organization announced that 

the Novel H1N1 Flu (the so-called 

“swine flu”) had become a full-blown 

“pandemic,” which simply means that 

it has spread to enough countries to 

be considered a worldwide epidemic.

Local officials have been taking 

this disease outbreak seriously 

and expect the second wave of the 

three waves of a pandemic to start 

shortly after kids return to school. 

The second wave of a pandemic is 

usually the most severe, and this 

is why health officials are strongly 

encouraging everyone to be prepared.

The most important thing people 

can do in addition to practicing good 

hygiene every day is to keep sick 

children home from school. Also, have 

a plan now for who will pick them up 

from school and care for them if they 

become ill in the classroom. Parents 

need to remember that they too may 

become sick, so now is the time to 

discuss with employers how your 

organization will manage potential 

absenteeism due to flu.  

For tips and reminders, look to 

Stop the Spread!, a county-wide 

information program to remind folks 

what’s important this upcoming flu 

season: Stay home if you’re sick; cover 

your cough; and wash your hands.

For more information and tips 
to help you prepare, visit the 

Maricopa County Department of 
Public Health Web site at  

www.WeArePublicHealth.org.

Peoria’s Fiscal Year 2010 Budget 

is 21 percent less than the 

previous year, but maintains core 

services to the public without 

tax-rate, utility-rate or user-fee 

increases. Learn more in this 

year’s Budget in Brief.

Also inside, The Year In Review, 

accomplishments, recognition 

and highlights from the last 12 

months .
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