“Secure your property in your Vehicle”
How to prevent from being a victim of Vehicle Burglary

You are the first line of defense in protecting your property. If you leave items in your car, it is
possible that thieves may break into your car and take your things!

If you must leave items in your vehicle, hide them from sight. If your vehicle has a trunk, use it.
Otherwise hide your belongings, close your windows, lock the doors, close the sun roof, and take your
keys. When you return, note any changes in your vehicle’s appearance that might signal it's been broken
into.

Park your vehicles in attended or brightly lit parking lots. Keep in mind thieves are attracted to high
traffic locations such as; shopping centers, office parking lots, apartment complexes, areas where there
are restaurants/clubs and parks where the “pickings are easy”.

Bring your garage door opener with you and do not leave it in the car. A thief can use it to gain entry
into your home. Carry your house and car keys.

Do not leave a spare set of keys in your vehicle, you may think it is hidden but the thieves know where
to look!

Replace T-shaped door locks with straight ones. It is much more difficult to use a coat hanger or other
device to open your car if there is nothing to grab onto.

Never leave your car running, even if you will only be gone for just a minute, or regardless of how hot it
is outside. Thieves have easy access to unlocked running vehicles at convenience stores, gas stations,
ATMs, etc. Many items and even vehicles are also stolen during the hot summer months when people try
to cool their cars down before getting in.

Hide or take your electronic equipment. If you have a portable GPS system or any other electronic
equipment you need to plug into a lighter in order to make it work, thieves recognize this and will break-
in to take these items. Items such as these can easily be sold unless they have been marked with
identifying markers or numbers which can be traced back to you.

Remember to be vigilant - Be aware of your surroundings and look for suspicious persons. If you see
someone who appears nervous, is pulling vehicle door handles, looking into windows, or bumping into
vehicles checking for alarms, notify someone immediately. Call the police department if you see anyone
suspicious and report them.

We encourage you to remember these three basic ideas;

Take It! Take your valuables with you instead of leaving them in your car.
Hide It! If you must leave your valuables in your car, hide them so that thieves cannot walk by your car

and see them. If they can see it, they may steal it.
Lock It! Lock your property in your car, somewhere that cannot be seen from the outside, preferably in
your trunk.

Our Community...Our Commitment




