A New Look at Oldtown
Peoria Explores Visions of a Revitalized Downtown Core

There is more going on in downtown Peoria than meets the eye.

The process of reviving Oldtown and the neighborhoods around it
continues, even though new condominiums, office and retail outlets have yet
to materialize. If one looks closely enough, the signs are there.

The Peoria Center for the Performing Arts opened in 2007 at Peoria and
84th avenues; the Peoria Pioneer Memorial graces entrance to Oldtown at
the corner of Grand and 83rd avenues; and the Peoria Woman's Club has a
new lease on life at the corner of Jefferson Street and 84th Avenue. Private
development has not been silent, either. Most notably, work is under way at
the future site of the Peoria Place mixed-use development, just east of the
Peoria Municipal Campus, as workers clear the path for a new road - Cotton
Crossing - that will take through traffic off the streets of Oldtown.

Not all of the activity is visible. An update of the city’s 1999 Central Peoria
Revitalization Plan, which focuses on Oldtown and the surrounding area from
Cactus Road south to Olive Avenue and 75th Avenue west to Loop 101, is well
underway. City officials hope that fresh look will address a perceived lack of
identity for Oldtown and an image of economic distress along Grand Avenue,
as well as traffic, transit, parking, walkability, historic preservation and infill
development.
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Members of the Peoria Woman'’s Club joined city officials to re-dedicate the building,
which was renovated and moved several blocks from its original location near Grand
Avenue to a spot adjacent to the Peoria Community Center. An update to the Central
Peoria Revitalization Plan will explore other opportunities to strengthen the city’s
historic core.

The city has assembled a 28-member public advisory committee and held
its first public workshop. Among the predominant visions that have emerged
are a desire for more “engaging” uses and businesses for central Peoria;
interest in high-density residential, mixed-use developments and commercial/
retail development; and the need for improvements to circulation patterns and
streetscapes.

The biggest challenges identified come as no surprise - improving traffic in
and out of Oldtown and overcoming the physical barriers of Grand Avenue and
the adjacent railroad tracks.

But those hurdles aren’t insurmountable. If they can be overcome, a
pedestrian- and business-friendly Oldtown with a variety of shopping, living
and transit options is a realistic long-term vision.

The public advisory panel will meet again in the winter and spring, and
optimism is building.

“In just a short time after moving to Peoria ... we have had an opportunity
to get acquainted with the vision of the downtown revitalization project,”
says committee member Stacey L. Wiley, senior pastor at the Worship & Word
church in Oldtown. “After purchasing new facilities in the downtown, we are
excited about the plan to bring new life to this wonderful area.”

Susan Daluddung, Peoria’s deputy city manager for community and
development services, envisions a redeveloped Oldtown as a hub of civic,
cultural and community activity.

“A walkable, liveable, first-class downtown will be both a thriving
neighborhood and a destination,” she says. “Some people say a city is only as
good as its downtown - and we want Peoria’s to be something special.”

CENTRAL PEORIA REVITALIZATION PLAN WORKSHOP

Review the draft plan and offer input at an interactive public workshop:

6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 25

Peoria City Hall Pine Room (8401 W. Monroe St.)

Visit www.peoriaaz.gov/planning or contact Senior Planner Rob Gubser at
623-773-7405 (rob.gubser@peoriaaz.gov) for more information.




