
 
 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  
AND STUDY SESSION 

NOTICE & AGENDA 
Tuesday, October 18, 2011 

5:00 PM 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

          
 

City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are also available for viewing 
on demand at http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151. 

 

MUNICIPAL OFFICE COMPLEX 
8401 W. MONROE STREET 
PEORIA, AZ 85345 

 
 

CONVENE: 
ROLL CALL: 
 
FINAL CALL TO SUBMIT SPEAKER REQUEST 
FORMS: 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with “C” are considered to 
be routine or have been previously reviewed by the City Council, 
and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Councilmember so requests; in 
which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business, and considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
1C Authorization to Hold an Executive Session 

Discussion and consultation with City Staff and the City 
Attorney regarding negotiations for the possible 
acquisition of real property located in the vicinity of the 
intersection of Grand Avenue and Peoria Avenue 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(7). 

STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

Subjects for Discussion Only: 

1. Rovey Industrial Park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL: 
 
Mayor 
 Bob Barrett 
 
Mesquite District 
 Cathy Carlat, Vice Mayor 
 
Acacia District 
 Tony Rivero 
 
Ironwood District 
 Dave Pearson 
 
Palo Verde District 
 Ron Aames 
 
Pine District 
 Carlo Leone 
 
Willow District 
 Joan Evans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Manager 
 Carl Swenson 
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CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  (NON-AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
If you wish to address the City Council, please complete a Speaker 
Request Form and return it to the clerk before the call to order for this 
meeting. The City Council is not authorized by state law to discuss or take 
action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available 
for public inspection, a minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, 
at any time during regular business hours in the Office of the City Clerk, 
8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign 
language interpretation, assistive listening devices or interpretation in languages other 
than English are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City 
Clerk, 8401 West Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, Arizona 85345   (623)773-7340, 
TDD (623)773-7221, or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, additional 
reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the 
request. 
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CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA 
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
 

Date Prepared:  September 20, 2011                                          Council Meeting Date:  October 18, 2011  
 
 
TO:    Carl Swenson, City Manager 
 
FROM:   Scott Whyte, Economic Development Services Director 
    Andy Granger, Engineering Director 
    Chris Jacques, Acting Planning and Community Development Director 
 
THROUGH:  Susan J. Daluddung, Deputy City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Rovey Industrial Park 
 
 
Purpose: 
This  study  session  is  to  inform  the  City  Council  about  the  proposed  rail‐supported  Rovey 
Industrial  Park  concept  and  the  city’s  partnership  with  the  Rovey  family  to  submit  an 
application to the Arizona Corporation Commission for a rail spur across 75th Avenue. 
 
Background/Summary: 

The  Economic  Development  Services  Department  (EDS)  has  been  working  with  the  Rovey 
Family and Jacobs Engineering on the  idea to build a rail spur  in order to create a rail‐served 
industrial park  in  southern Peoria. Various City Departments,  including EDS, Engineering, City 
Attorney, Planning and Community Development are part of a cross‐functional team to move 
this project forward. 

The  land around the proposed rail spur  is owned by the Rovey family and  it  is currently being 
farmed. The proposed industrial park would encompass a total of 328 acres, 128 acres of which 
are  currently  in  the  city, with  200  acres  in  the  county.  The  area  for  the  industrial  park  is 
adjacent  to  the  existing  Peoria  Industrial  Park  and  within  a  larger  area  designated  on  the 
General Plan for industrial uses. An important aspect to this concept is that water in this area is 
abundantly available and the proposed park would be adjacent to an electric generating facility. 
All of these factors make this project feasible and attractive. 

The City has multiple options available to it concerning how to address the future annexation of 
the Rovey property: 

• Option #1:   The Roveys would need to take all steps to annex the entire property  into 
the City by a date certain  to be agreed on before  the Easement Agreement would be 
signed.  Failure of the Roveys to take the annexation steps would provide the City with 
the right to terminate the easement for the crossing, thereby effectively shutting down 
the Roveys’ ability to use the spur track.  City staff presented Option #1 to the Roveys, 
who rejected it. 

• Option  #2:   Within  90  days  of  Arizona  Corporation  Commission  approval  of  a  new 
railroad crossing over 75th Ave., the Roveys would need to take all steps to annex only 
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the Roveys’ property adjacent  to  the  crossing.   All of  the Roveys’  remaining property 
would be annexed  separately  later as  individual parcels were  ready  to be developed.  
The Roveys presented Option #2  to City  staff, who  informed  the Roveys  that  the City 
Council would need to provide guidance on this issue. 

• Other Options:   City  staff  is prepared  to discuss other potential options  that  the City 
Council would like to raise for consideration.” 

The rewards of a rail‐served industrial park are numerous. There were 35 GPEC prospects alone 
over the past 5 years that required rail service; the city of Peoria was not competitive for any of 
these because  there are no  rail‐served properties available at present. These prospects were 
from the following industries: transportation, standard manufacturing, solar and environmental 
technologies,  food  fiber  and  natural  products,  as well  as  plastics  and  advanced  composites. 
Below are the average parameters for these prospects: 

• 30 acres of land 
• 100,000 SF of space or more (25% over past 5 years were looking to build) 
• $25 million capital investment 
• 100 jobs 

The economic  impact model  for a medium sized project  (75  jobs, $35,000 avg. salary, $17 M 
capital investment, 100,000 SF building build‐to‐suit) is the following: 

 
 1-Year Impact 10-Year Impact 
Direct Personal Income1 $1,208,925 $12,089,252 
Direct Economic Output2 $9,439,970 $94,399,701 
Direct Revenue3 $369,395 $1,956,044 
Indirect Revenue4 $52,087 $520,870 
Total Revenue $421,482 $2,476,915 
GPEC Economic Impact Modeling July 2011 

 
Previous Actions: 
There have been no previous Council actions on this project. 
 
Options: 
This is an informational presentation.  
 
Staff’s Recommendation: 
Provide staff direction on whether to continue pursuing this opportunity. 
 

                                                            
1 Payroll of the company 
2 The value of goods and services produced by the company 
3 Revenue to the city from the company and its employees. This includes sales tax, property tax, utility tax, state 
shared revenues and any other local revenues. 
4 The same as direct revenue but for the suppliers and consumers generated from the company. 
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Fiscal Analysis: 
There is no fiscal impact to the city associated with the study session presentation. 
 
Exhibit 1:  Proposed Site Plan (conceptual) 
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