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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MINUTES 
CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA 

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
JULY 15, 2010 

DRAFT 
 
 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Peoria, Arizona, 
convened at 8401 W. Monroe St., Peoria, AZ in open and public session at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Chair Veda McFarland, Vice Chair Marc Melbo, Commissioners Gene 
Sweeney, Nancy Golden, and Leigh Strickman. 
 
Members Absent:  Commissioners Greg Loper and Bill Louis.  
 
Others Present:  Ellen Van Riper - Assistant City Attorney, Glen Van Nimwegen – Planning & 
Community Development Director, Adam Pruett – Senior Planner, Ed Boik – Planner, Lou 
Brannick – Development Plans Reviewer,  and Bev Parcels – Planning Assistant. 
 
Opening Statement:  Read by Adam Pruett, Senior Planner.   
 
Call for speaker request forms. 
 
Audience:  Twenty nine. 
 
Note: The order in which items appear in the minutes is not necessarily the order in which they 
were discussed in the meeting.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
All items listed with a “C” are considered to be routine by the Planning and Zoning Commission, 
and were enacted by one motion.  
 
1C DISPOSITION OF ABSENCE:  Approve the absences of Commissioners Louis and 

Loper from the June 17, 2010 meeting. 
 
2C MINUTES:  Approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held June 17, 2010. 
 
 COMMISSION ACTION: Commissioner Strickman moved to approve the Consent 
 Agenda items. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Golden and upon vote, 
 carried unanimously.  
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REGULAR AGENDA 
 
NEW  BUSINESS:  
 
3R PUBLIC HEARING - CU10-0044: Coal Creek Consulting  requested a Conditional Use 

Permit to allow a wireless communication facility consisting of a 65 foot high “mono-pine” 
and associated ground equipment. The property is located at 6830 West Thunderbird 
Road, northwest of the corner of 67th Avenue and Thunderbird. 

  
 STAFF REPORT: Presented by Adam Pruett – Senior Planner. 
 
 COMMISSION COMMENT:  
 Comments included views of the mono-pine from neighbors backyards, the tower being 
 used for internet access, the design of the mono-pine, conducting a balloon test, the 
 number of people to benefit from the service area, and other possible locations for 
 the mono-pine.   
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 

 Amanda Hoffman, Applicant – Explained why site was chosen, the attempt by applicant 
 to collocate on an existing site, how coverage will be improved, what views look like from 
 the bordering neighborhood, why height needs to be 65’, that tower will be for wireless 
 internet service, options of where the tower can be located on the site, and the distance 
 of the mono-pine from the back wall to the neighborhood.  
 
 Jeff Nelson, Resident – Opposed to cell tower based on the height and how he had 
 requested a balloon test be performed by applicant.  
 
 Angela Phillips, Resident – Opposed to cell tower based on design, health risks, and 
 decline of home values.  
 
 Kevin Phillips, Resident – Opposed to cell tower based on number of antennas 
 proposed, and distance from neighborhood property line.   
 
 Ed Registrato, Resident – Opposed to cell tower based on the affect on the wildlife in 
 the area.  
 
 Ellen Van Riper, Assistant City Attorney, gave a brief background on the 
 Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the rights of local jurisdictions in the approval 
 process of wireless communication towers.  
 
 COMMISSION ACTION: Commissioner Strickman moved to recommend approval of 
 case CU10-0044 subject to staff conditions. The motion was seconded by Vice Chair 
 Melbo and upon vote, carried unanimously 5-0.  
 
 
4R PUBLIC HEARING – TA09-02:  The City of Peoria proposed an amendment to several 

sections within the Zoning Ordinance including Article 14-2  “Definitions”, Article 14-3 
“General Provisions”, Article 14-37 “Administrative and Decision Making Bodies”, Article 
14-33 “Planned Area Development (P.A.D.) District”, Article 14-36 “Planned Community 
(PC) District”, and Article 14-39 “Administrative Procedures”. The amendment will change 
the definition of “Department” and all references to “Community Development 
Department” to reflect the Department’s renaming, modify current standards regarding 
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appeal times, provide for enhanced civic engagement processes and requirements, 
revise Conditional Use Permit evaluation criteria, and provide other minor 
“housekeeping” updates to Article 14-39. 

  
 STAFF REPORT: Presented by Adam Pruett – Senior Planner. 
 
 COMMISSION COMMENT:  
 Clarification was requested about the homeowner associations being notified.  
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
   
 COMMISSION ACTION: Commissioner Strickman moved to recommend approval of 
 case TA09-02 to City Council. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sweeney 
 and upon vote, carried unanimously 5-0.  
 
 
5R PUBLIC HEARING – TA10-0101:  The City of Peoria proposed amendments to  Article 
 14-2 titled “Definitions” and Article 14-09 titled “Non-Residential Districts” to 
 introduce a new definition for tobacco retailer; modify definitions for tavern, bar, lounge 
 and for retail liquor store; add tobacco retailer to the non-residential land use table; make 
 outdoor dining/patio and drive-through restaurant conditional uses within 200-feet of 
 residential zoning; and amend or establish use standards for gas stations, outdoor 
 patios, and  drive-through restaurants.   
 
 STAFF REPORT: Presented by Ed Boik – Planner. 
 
 COMMISSION COMMENT:  
 Clarification was requested on the notification to neighbors for outdoor dining patios, 
 grandfathering in existing businesses if new owners come in or changes are made to the 
 existing patio area, and changing wording to the fifty foot distance requirement on drive 
 thru boxes to clarify how the landscape buffer is included.  
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
   
 COMMISSION ACTION: Commissioner Strickman moved to recommend approval of 
 case TA10-0101 to City Council. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sweeney 
 and upon vote, carried unanimously 5-0.  
 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (Non-agenda Items):  None 
 
REPORT FROM STAFF: None 
 
REPORTS FROM THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION: None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business to come before the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________    _________________________ 
      Veda McFarland, Chair        Date Signed 

432




