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CITY MANAGER REPORT

Date Prepared: March 29, 2010 Council Meeting Date: April 20, 2010

TO: Carl Swenson, City Manager

THROUGH: Susan K. Thorpe, Deputy City Manager @M/

FROM: William Mattingly, Public Works-Ultilities Director \/JM
SUBJECT: Solid Waste Recycling Program Update

SUMMARY:

Peoria’s residential curbside recycling program was implemented in October 2007 and
continues to be successful. The citizens of Peoria have enthusiastically embraced the
program. Not only is recycling important to reduce the environmental impact of waste,
recycling generates revenue, and reduces the City’s disposal costs. The program
currently serves single family and multi-family residences as well as a number of
schools.

At present the City does not offer recycling service to commercial customers.

However, staff proposes to begin commercial recycling service later this year. Staff is in
the process of developing an implementation plan and is working to establish a rate for
Commercial Recycling Service.

Calendar year 2009 Recycling Statistics

o Thirty-seven (37) schools are currently receiving recycling services; 4 high
schools, 23 elementary and 10 private/charter schools.

o All Peoria Unified School District and Deer Valley schools are enrolled in
our recycling program. At present, there are approximately 4 charter
schools that do not participate in the program.

e Seventy-eight (78) multi-family developments participate in recycling. There are
six (6) multi-family developments that do not participate in the program.

» 47,423 tons of trash was sent to the landfill at a disposal cost of $1,079,370 for
the year.

e 15,455 tons of material was recycled with revenue of $337,963 received for the
year.
(A diversion rate of 24.6% with a contamination rate less than 15%)
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The City of Peoria is in the process of renewing an Intergovernmental Agreement with
the City of Phoenix for recycling material to be delivered to the North Gateway Material
Recovery Facility. Staff provides recycling presentations and information to schools,
and offers field trips to the Material Recovery Facility.

Education and awareness is essential to the success of this program. Staff continues to

promote the program, through personal contact with residents, presentations and
special events.
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