
Local Hearings an Opportunity to Stand Up for Luke 

By Bob Barrett, 

It may seem like the campaign to preserve Luke Air Force Base by hitching it to the new F-35 Joint 

Strike Fighter has been going on forever. 

So many players; so many angles. 

So many politicians; so many platitudes. 

I wouldn’t blame you if you’d started to tune it all out. And that’s understandable, for the most part. 

Your elected officials and governmental managers are working on it for you. That’s part of our jobs. 

But there remain certain times when the public has to stand up and make itself heard. 

So I’m asking you to step up at the end of the month and demonstrate, once again, our community’s 

commitment to Luke, its personnel and its mission. 

Even if you’re jaded about how the process is playing out, you have to concede that Luke’s welfare is 

critically important to the West Valley. It is a $2.3 billion, recession-proof economic engine for Peoria and 

the other communities in the area. 

Luke is the largest training base in the world for the F-16 fighter, which the military is phasing out. I 

believe that if the Air Force sends the F-35 elsewhere, it will be the beginning of the end for Luke. 

And it’s not just a matter of holding onto what we have. As The Business Journal reported in mid-

January, landing the F-35 could bring as much as $150 million worth of upgrades and construction work to 

Luke – including upgrades to runways and infrastructure. 

The week of Feb. 22, the Air Force will conduct nightly “scoping” meetings in our area. Essentially, 

these are public meetings at which Air Force officials invite the public to step up and express feelings, 

thoughts and concerns (if any) about the F-35. These public comments will be taken into consideration by 

the Air Force when it makes its decision as to where to base the F-35. 

All of the meetings will run from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Here are the locations: 

 Monday, Feb. 22, at Gila Bend Unified School District, 308 N. Martin Ave. in Gila Bend. 

 Tuesday, Feb. 23, in the RC Roberts Memorial Building at Pueblo El Mirage RV Resort, 11201 N. El 

Mirage Road in El Mirage. 

 Wednesday, Feb. 24, at Communiversity @ Surprise, 15850 West Civic Center Plaza in Surprise; 

 Thursday, Feb 25, at Wickenburg High School Media Center, 1090 S. Vulture Mine Road in 

Wickenburg. 

 Friday, Feb. 26, at the Wigwam Resort, 300 Wigwam Blvd. in Litchfield Park. 

I am asking you to show up and demonstrate your support for bringing the F-35 training to Luke. 

You can make a difference. Remember how, in 2008, APS wanted to string power lines across 

portions of northern Peoria that the city had designated for residential housing, mountain preserve and 

desert open space? Vistancia residents started showing up at meetings en masse. While they designated 



certain individuals to speak for them, they made sure their numbers we clear by wearing bright red shirts. 

The demonstrations had the intended effect on government decision-makers, who ruled in favor of Peoria 

rather than the electric utility. 

Woody Allen once said that 80 percent of success is showing up, and the Vistancia effort bears that 

out. I would like to see a similar demonstration of public opinion at the Air Force scoping hearings in late 

February. 

If you can’t make it to any of the local hearings, you can mail your thoughts to the Air Force until 

March 25. Send them to: David Martin, HQ AETC/A7PP, 266 F Street West, Randolph AFB, TX 78150–4319.  

In the meantime, you can learn more about the F-35 base-selection process and declare your 

individual support for Luke at www.lukeforward.com. If you’re not online, call my office at 623-773-7306 

and we’ll help you get on board. 

### 

http://www.lukeforward.com/

