
Big or Small, Purchases Made in Peoria Promote Quality of Life 

By Bob Barrett, 

The Bell Road car dealerships in Peoria not only are the city’s largest employer, but also its biggest 

source of sales-tax revenue. 

That revenue makes up a large portion of the city's general fund, which really is the city's operating 

fund. It pays for police and fire; parks and recreation; adult and children's programs; the libraries; and 

virtually everything else the city does for its residents. 

So the car dealers are an important contributor to our quality of life. You can learn more about them 

in the latest episode of FOCUS Flash, a Peoria Channel 11 series that profiles local businesses and the 

roles they play in our community. (Channel 11 programming is available on television to Cox cable 

subscribers and online at www.peoriaaz.gov/channel11.) 

But the car dealers’ contributions are mirrored on a smaller scale by those of almost every business 

in the city. So it’s important to remember – particularly during the holiday season – that by shopping in 

Peoria, you help pay for those day-to-day city services. 

That’s particularly important as the economy continues to struggle. We’ve seen other Valley cities 

cut services and lay off personnel. Prudent financial planning has left Peoria in better shape, but only 

because city employees have found creative ways to do more with less. Still, you can cut only so much 

and still maintain the same output. The city badly needs revenue. 

So here is my pitch: 

You are going to pay a sales tax, no matter where you shop. But if you do your shopping in Peoria 

stores, that money comes back to you. And it’s a bargain: Peoria’s retail sales tax rate is lower than 

those in Glendale, Phoenix and Surprise. 

Now, I don’t expect Peoria residents to make all their holiday purchases within the city limits. Some 

stores are not located in Peoria, many folks shop online and – let's face it – sometimes you find a great 

deal that simply isn’t available in Peoria. All I ask is that you take a moment to consider whether there is 

a Peoria-based alternative. 

Peoria’s borders snake around a whole lot. There is a really handy map at www.peoriaazfirst.com 

that can help you determine which merchants are actually in the city. Some examples: 

 In the Arrowhead shopping corridor, businesses on the south side of Bell Road are in Peoria 

while the mall and other stores north of Bell are in Glendale. 

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/channel11
http://www.peoriaazfirst.com/


 To the north, the new Walmart on Lake Pleasant Parkway is in Peoria, but the older one at 

83rd Avenue and Union Hills Drive is in Glendale. 

 To the south, along Northern Avenue, stores in Park West and Peoria Crossings, adjacent to 

Loop 101 on the north side of Northern, are in Peoria. Those south of Northern, such as 

Cabela’s and the Westgate retailers, are in Glendale. 

When you do your holiday shopping this season, please be on the lookout for “twofers” – purchases 

that benefit the recipient but also contribute to your own quality of life. 
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