
Primary Voting Comes Early This Year 
City Council Seats, Ballot Questions at Issue in Aug. 24 Elections 

 

By Bob Barrett, 

It may be the echo of vuvuzelas ringing in your head. Or the 110˚ daytime highs. Or the vacation 

plans. For any number of reasons, it could be tough to focus on more than a couple things this month. 

So it would be easy to forget that the solons of the state Legislature moved this year’s “fall” primary 

elections to Tuesday, Aug. 24. Despite the omnipresent political ads on TV, despite the campaign signs 

littering the street corners, the primaries are likely to sneak up on many voters who imagine them taking 

place in the autumn, along with moderating temperatures and football games. 

Federal, state and local races all will be on the ballot this month. In Peoria, four City Council seats, 

including mine, are up for a vote. I am unopposed for re-election, as are Vice Mayor Ron Aames in the 

Palo Verde District and Councilmember Carlo Leone in the Pine District. Residents on the Acacia District, 

which comprises Oldtown Peoria and surrounding neighborhoods, will pick a new representative. (View a 

district map online at www.peoriaaz.gov/councilmap.) 

Peoria voters will also be asked to decide six ballot measures. 

Probably the most significant is Proposition 404, which asks voters to ratify the city’s revised General 

Plan – the primary policy document guiding growth and development in the city and its planning area. The 

General Plan addresses issues such as land use, transportation, economic development, recreation and 

open space, water resources, housing and public facilities. It guides those of us on City Council by 

describing long-term goals for the Peoria’s future, as well as policies to guide day-to-day decisions. 

Arizona law requires that the General Plan be approved by voters at least every 10 years. In the event 

that the revised plan is not approved, the existing plan will remain in effect. 

Proposition 405 is a proposed franchise agreement between Peoria and the Arizona-American Water 

Co. that would grant Arizona-American the right to construct, maintain and operate water-distribution 

systems in Peoria rights of way.  

Propositions 400, 401, 402 and 403 propose amendments to the City Charter on a number of 

administrative matters. For the most part, they would delete requirements that councilmembers think are 

obsolete or redundant. Proposition 400 would eliminate language requiring the city to keep a journal of 

City Council proceedings. Proposition 401 would remove the requirement that department directors and 

deputy city managers be confirmed by the City Council. Proposition 402 would remove the requirement 

that the enacting clause of all ordinances read a particular way. And Proposition 403 would remove the 

requirement that three written copies of the City Code be on file in the City Clerk’s Office. 

Of course, Peoria elections are non-partisan. But looking beyond the city limits, primary voters will 

select candidates for Congress, governor and the state Legislature. It’s important to note that almost a 

third of Arizona’s registered voters are independents. If you are one of those folks, you are eligible to vote 

the party primary ballot of your choice. 

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/councilmap


So mark your calendar, program your smart phone, post a sticky note – whatever it takes to remind 

you to make your voice heard on Aug. 24. 
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