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Voting season is just around the corner, and the city of Peoria is counting on your input to help make some 
important decisions.

This year’s election is coming earlier than usual – the Primary Election is August 24 to be exact – and there are 
several Peoria-specific items on the ballot. Below is a rundown of the items you’ll be asked to vote on.

La información está disponible en Español. Visite www.peoriaaz.gov/elections o llame al 623-773-7000.

 2010 ElECtIon - CIty oF PEorIA BAllot MEASurES

ProPoSItIon 400 - Charter Amendment, Journals

official ballot language

What this means if  passed....

A proposed amendment to the City Charter pertaining to the 
removal of the requirement to keep a journal of city council 
proceedings.

It would delete language that requires the existence of a council 
journal. This harkens back to a time when legislative bodies 
maintained a daily journal of their activities. Today, the city is 
required to maintain minutes that contain all of this information 
and make them available for public inspection.

official ballot language

What this means if  passed....

A proposed amendment to the City Charter pertaining to the 
city manager; powers and duties regarding appointments, 
promotions, removals and demotions of all officers and 
employees of the city by removing the requirement of city 
council approval for appointments of department directors.

It would delete the requirement that the appointment of 
department directors and deputy city managers be confirmed 
by the City Council. The City Council would continue to appoint 
the city manager and direct staff through him/her, with the 
exception of the city attorney and municipal judge.

ProPoSItIon 401 - Charter Amendment, City Manager
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City of  Peoria Seats up For Election

You’ll also have an opportunity to decide who represents you in the city of Peoria. 

Seats up for election are: mayor; and councilmembers for the Acacia, Palo Verde, and Pine districts. 

Not sure in which district you reside? Visit www.peoriaaz.gov/councilmap or call 623-773-7340.



official ballot language

What this means if  passed....

A proposed amendment to the City Charter pertaining to 
the removal of the requirement for the enacting clause of all 
ordinances passed by the city council to be as follows: “Be it 
ordained by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peoria, Arizona”.

The above terminology would be replaced with simpler 
language, such as “it is ordained” or “the City Council adopts”.

ProPoSItIon 402 - Charter Amendment, ordinances Enacting Style

official ballot language

What this means if  passed....

A proposed amendment to the City Charter pertaining to 
ordinances and resolution; codification of ordinances regarding 
the removal of the requirement to maintain not less than three 
(3) written copies of the city code on file for use and examination 
by the public in the Office of the City Clerk.

The city code is linked to the City Attorney, City Clerk, and other 
city web pages. This requirement dates back to a time when 
municipal records were only available in hard copy, requiring the 
public to visit city offices in person to obtain the record. Since 
the city code is posted on Peoria’s website, www.peoriaaz.gov, 
this requirement serves no purpose. Its elimination would save 
taxpayers the annual cost of the hard copies.

ProPoSItIon 403 - Charter Amendment, Copies of  ordinances

ProPoSItIon 405 - Franchise Agreement

official ballot language

What this means if  passed....

Proposed franchise between the City of Peoria, Arizona and 
Arizona-American Water Company, a public service corporation 
operating under the laws of the State of Arizona, granting 
Arizona-American Water Company the right to construct, 
maintain, and operate upon the Public rights-of-way a 
transmission system for distributing water and collection of 
wastewater.

Allows the city to enter into an agreement with the Arizona-
American Water Company (AAWC), a corporation that provides 
water to residents and businesses. If approved, the agreement 
would allow AAWC access to public rights of way to construct, 
maintain, and operate water systems.

ProPoSItIon 404 - General Plan Amendment 

See pages 4 to 7.
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What is the General Plan?
 

How is the plan used?

Why is the plan being brought 
before the voters? 

What will happen if  this plan is 
not approved?

ProPoSItIon 404 - General Plan Amendment

The General Plan is the primary tool and blueprint for guiding 
future growth and development in the city’s planning area. It 
integrates the ideas and desires of residents, businesses, and 
elected officials into a strategy for managing the city’s future.  
The plan was intended to be dynamic and responsive to 
community changes. 

There are 12 elements in the General Plan:

Land Use•	
Circulation•	
Economic Development•	
Growth Areas  •	
Revitalization and Redevelopment•	
Housing •	
Public Services and Facilities•	
Recreation and Open Space•	
Environmental Resources•	
Water Resources•	
Cost of Development•	
Safety•	

The plan is used by the City Council and Planning & Zoning 
Commission to evaluate land use and rezoning requests. It 
is used by city staff in reviewing building and development 
regulations and preparing recommendations on projects. 
Citizens and neighborhood groups use it to understand the 
city’s long-range plans and proposals for different areas. It also 
provides guidance for investment decisions through the Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).

Voter ratification of the General Plan is one of many requirements 
under the Growing Smarter Legislation adopted by the State 
Legislature. Under this requirement, the General Plan must be 
approved by the city’s electorate every 10 years or less in the 
general election. 

Should this plan not be approved by the voters, the existing 
General Plan will remain in effect until a new plan that conforms 
to Growing Smarter requirements is approved by the voters. 
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How was this plan created?

Will the plan affect taxes?

What is the difference between 
a General Plan land use 
designation and a Zoning 
District?  

Where can I get additional 
information on the proposed 
General Plan?

ProPoSItIon 404 - General Plan Amendment

In 2001, the voters approved the city’s first Growing Smarter-
compliant General Plan. The plan was the product of an extensive 
public outreach effort that involved hundreds of Peoria residents 
and other interested parties. Now, nearly 10 years later, and in 
compliance with Arizona’s Growing Smarter Legislation, the city 
of Peoria is placing the General Plan on the ballot for ratification.

The General Plan was created to be a fluid document that can be 
amended when necessary. Each year, the city conducts a major 
amendment process that affords the opportunity to evaluate the 
goals, objectives and policies throughout the plan, plus consider 
significant land-use changes, either by size or intensity. 

In 2009, the City Council approved the last major amendment 
to the General Plan prior to the plan being placed on the ballot 
for ratification. The amendment was policy-oriented and was 
focused on furthering the city’s sustainability, revitalization, and 
transportation goals. Other components to the amendment 
included updates to population data; strategies to promote 
neighborhood stabilization and rehabilitation; and the 
designation of major utility corridors as open space for the 
purpose of future trail connections. No amendments pertained 
to specific developments.

No. The location of facilities and levels of service indicated within 
the plan are general guidelines based upon the levels of service 
the city currently provides. Changes indicated by the plan exist 
only to guide Peoria’s future development.

Unlike the General Plan, zoning is attached to a specific parcel of 
land through a legal description. The zoning contains the rules 
and regulations on how a property can be used and developed 
(e.g. setbacks, building height, allowable uses, lot size). The 
General Plan does not affect the existing zoning, but does guide 
decision-making on future zoning change requests.

The plan is available for review at Peoria Main and Sunrise 
Mountain libraries, Development & Community Services Building, 
and online at www.peoriaaz.gov.
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Where do I go to vote?
 

How can I receive an early 
ballot?

Where can I find more 
information on elections?

 Additional Election Information

An election publicity pamphlet will be mailed to each Peoria 
household with a registered voter. The location of the voter’s 
polling place is shown on the mailing label. The polls will be  
open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day, Aug. 24. Also, visit 
http://recorder.maricopa.gov/pollingplace/pollingplace.aspx  
to find your voting place.

Early ballots can be obtained from Maricopa County Elections  
by calling 602-506-1511 or online at https://recorder.maricopa.
gov/earlyvoteballotnet/evbrequest.aspx. 

 
Call the Office of the City Clerk at 623-773-7340 or visit  
www.peoriaaz.gov/elections; the Maricopa County Elections 
division at recorder.maricopa.gov; or the Arizona Secretary of 
State at www.azsos.gov.
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