
  

CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA 
Lake Pleasant Conference Room 

Thursday March 12, 2009 
 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Economic Development Advisory Board of the City of Peoria, Arizona, 
was convened by Chairman, Jack Lytle in open and public session at 8401 W. Monroe Street, Peoria, 
AZ 85345 at 12:07 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Russ Ullinger, David Bentler, Jay Cross, Jack Lytle, and Keith Dines 
 
Members Absent: Joe Hull and Shelley Bade 
 
Municipal Officials Present: Steve Prokopek – Economic Development Director, Debbie Pearson – 
Executive Assistant, Carl Swenson – City Manager, Maria Laughner – Business Development 
Specialist, Ellen Van Riper – Assistant City Attorney, Dawn Boyer – Council Assistant, Cathy Carlat – 
Council Member, and Vicki Hunt – Council member. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Disposition of Absence: Discussion and possible action to excuse absent members 
Keith Dines and David Bentler from the February 12, 2008 meeting.  
 
Minutes: Approval of minutes from the February 12, 2008 meeting. 
 
Motion was made by Jay Cross, seconded by Russ Ullinger to approve minutes and 
excuse absences. Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. 3R – Ellen Van Riper, Assistant City Attorney: 
a. Reviewed Open Meeting Law: 

i. Government actions need to be done out in the open and be transparent 
to the public 

ii. All boards must comply 
iii. Meetings are limited to what is on the agenda only so public has advance 

notice of what the topics to be discussed will be 
iv. Need quorum to have a meeting. Without a quorum, any meeting items 

may not be discussed at all 
v. Members cannot go back to an item once it has been discussed 
vi. When in doubt, be conservative 
vii. “Reports from Staff” do not need to be itemized and cannot be debated 

about. Further discussion would need to become an agenda item for the 
next meeting 

b. Shared information from the Turken vs. Gordon (City North) case: 
i. Results have affected all Arizona cities 
ii. There was a gift clause in the Arizona Constitution that prohibits the 



giving of money, incentives, or any other type of subsidizing that would 
help stimulate economic development 

iii. In the mid 80s a statute was put into place to allow government to give 
incentives for development 

iv. Turken vs. Gordon will go to the Supreme Court but until then The City 
will have to be cautious when going into development agreements 

2. 5R – Steve Prokopek, Economic Development Director, shared information from the 
City Council retreat: 

a. There will new goals and policies put in place to better position the City for the 
future. Policy items will be shared at retreat 

b. City is working with State Lands in reference to the Loop 303 economic 
development planning 

c. City and State Lands will re-evaluate the Loop 303 Specific Area Plan 
d. Economic development is a top priority and infrastructure for Loop 303 has 

already been planned for 
e. Council want to make sure City goal’s will work with State Lands’ goals for area 

3. 4R – Open discussion about planning a half day retreat for the board 
a. Date will be 4/10/08 
b. A facilitator was recommended to keep the retreat on schedule 
c. Outcomes of the retreat will be to: 

i.  Determine three top priorities of the board 
ii. Have a strategy for the board to be involved dynamically in economic 

development 
4. Staff report: 

a. Steve Prokopek gave updates on Tohona O’odham casino project 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Being no further business to come before the Economic Development Advisory Board,  
the meeting was duly adjourned at 1:17 p.m. 

 __________________________________ 
                                                                                        Jack Lytle, Chairman                
 
 
 
Submitted by: _______________________________ 
                          Debbie Pearson, Executive Assistant 


