
CENSUS AD HOC COMMITTEE 
CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA 

PUBLIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, CINNABAR NORTH/SOUTH 
NOVEMBER 10, 2009 

 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Census Ad Hoc Committee of the City of Peoria, Arizona, 
convened at 8351 W. Cinnabar Avenue, Peoria, AZ in open and public session at 6:06 
p.m. 
 
Members Present: Committee Chair Leigh Strickman; Diana Bedient, Jessica Burguan, 
Patrick Burruss, Dolores Ceballos, Lisa Dotson, Arnold Harraway, Pat Hickson, Gina 
Kowacz, Ron Lyzniak, Joe McCord, and Richard Ward. 
 
Members Absent:  William Bercu, Joe Darago, Ruby Guynes, Roger Nelson, Eva 
Osuna and Fred Sanchez. 
 
Municipal Officials Present:  Mary Jo Waddell, City Clerk; Sherine Zaya, Office of 
Communications and Ed Boik, Planner. 
 
Audience:  No members of the public were present. 
 
Note:  The order in which items appear in the minutes is not necessarily the order 
in which they were discussed in the meeting. 
 
CONSENT – New Business: 
 
Committee Chair Strickman asked if any Committee Member wished to have an item 
removed from the Consent Agenda. 
 
Committee Chair Strickman requested that Agenda Item 1C be removed for separate 
discussion. 
 
Motion was made by Committee Member Lizniak, seconded by Committee Member 
Bedient, to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of Agenda Item 1C.  Upon 
vote, the motion carried unanimously 11 to 0, with Committee Member McCord 
abstaining. 
 
1C DISPOSITION OF ABSENCE 
 
Discussion and possible action to approve/excuse the absences of Census Ad Hoc 
Committee members from the November 10, 2009 meeting: 
 

- William Bercu 
- Joe Darago 
- Ruby Guynes 
- Roger Nelson 
- Eva Osuna  
- Fred Sanchez  
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At the request of Committee Chair Strickman, Agenda Item 1C was removed for 
discussion.  The Committee discussed member absenteeism and excused and 
unexcused absences.  The Committee agreed that advance notification of member 
absences must be provided to the Committee Liaison or the Committee Chair; 
otherwise, all absences will be considered unexcused.  Meeting minutes will reflect 
whether absences have been excused.  The Committee also agreed that staff will 
contact those Committee members who have not yet attended a Committee meeting to 
determine their continued interest in service on the Committee. 
 
Further discussion was held regarding removal of Committee members for unexcused 
absences.   
 
Motion was made by Committee Member McCord, seconded by Committee Member 
Kowacz, to approve/excuse the absences of Census Ad Hoc Committee members from 
the November 10, 2009 meeting.  Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously 12 to 0. 
 
2C MINUTES 
 
Approved the minutes of October 21, 2009 Census Ad Hoc Committee meeting. 
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
3R COMMITTEE GROUND RULES 
 
Discussion was held regarding Committee meeting ground rules, particularly as they 
relate to excused absences.   Committee members will provide advanced notification to 
Ms. Zaya or Committee Chair Strickman if they are unable to attend a meeting. 
 
No Committee action taken. 
 
4R COMMITTEE RESOLUTION AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The Committee discussed and reviewed information provided by the US Census Bureau 
regarding Census activity through July 2010.  Discussion ensued regarding whether the 
Ad Hoc Committee should remain active through July 2010.  The Committee reviewed 
the Council Communication from the June 2, 2009 City Council Meeting, Report from 
the City Manager, and Resolution No. 09-102 adopted by Council on July 7, 2009, 
which details proposed 2010 Census activity and establishes the City’s support of the 
2010 Census.  The Committee agreed that effective influence can be made in the 
community by the Committee through April without continuing through July.   
 
No Committee action taken. 
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6R SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
The Committee was provided a list of the subcommittees that were established at the 
previous Census Ad Hoc Committee meeting.  Each subcommittee reported on 
respective activities to date as detailed below:  
 
The Event Subcommittee discussed the types of events in which the Committee will 
participate.  Ms. Zaya and Committee Chair Strickman clarified that the Committee will 
conduct outreach activities at events other than those sponsored by the City of Peoria.  
Committee Chair Strickman advised that the US Census Bureau can assist in staffing 
events, if necessary.   
 
The Minority Subcommittee reported that efforts will be concentrated in the Acacia, 
Pine, Ironwood and Willow Council Districts where the largest minority population is 
centered.  Committee Member Ceballos reported that the subcommittee will complete a 
grant application.  Ms. Zaya reported that subcommittees may file separate applications 
for grant monies. 
 
Ms. Zaya described the application process for completing grant applications which 
consists of a partnership agreement and a micro purchase application to receive the 
$2,999 maximum for grant opportunities.  Ms. Zaya reported that applications are being 
accepted through the first week of December 2009. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding purchasing t-shirts for Committee Members to wear while 
working at events.  The Committee agreed to submit a grant application for the 
purchase of t-shirts.  Committee Member Kowacz volunteered to complete the grant 
application. 
 
Further discussion ensued regarding subcommittees and the need to add additional 
members to the respective subcommittees.  Ms. Zaya will provide an updated sub-
committee list to the Committee Members.   
 
The Non-profit, Senior Retirement, Business and Faith-based Subcommittees reported.   
 
Ms. Zaya reported that media coverage regarding the 2010 Census will begin to 
increase in January 2010 and intensify in March through to July 2010.  Ms. Zaya 
reported that the City of Peoria is working with the Maricopa Association of 
Governments (MAG) to reach media outlets throughout the valley. 
 
The Committee reviewed a script provided by Ms. Zaya regarding 2010 Census talking 
points.  Ms. Zaya will update the script to accommodate additional questions posed to 
Committee Members to assist in providing consistent information.   
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Ed Boik, Planner, informed the Committee of monies the City receives based on 
population counts provided by the US Census.  Mr. Boik will provide additional 
information at a future meeting regarding the specific use of the monies received.   
 
Ms. Zaya reported on Question Assistance Centers (QAC) and noted that the Census 
Bureau is continuing efforts to locate a facility to host a QAC in the City of Peoria. 
 
No Committee action taken. 
 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: (Non-Agenda Items)  
 
None. 
 
Reports from Staff: 
 

1. Website Translation to Spanish.   
 

Ms. Zaya reported that she is working with the City Clerk’s Office to ensure the Census 
Web site is translated into Spanish. 
 

2. U.S. Census Partnership Applications for Subcommittees. 
 
This update was given under Agenda Item 6R. 
 
Reports from Ad Hoc Committee:  
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made by Committee Member McCord, seconded by Committee Member 
Burruss to adjourn. Upon vote, the motion to adjourn carried unanimously 12 to 0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________    ______________________ 
Leigh Strickman, Chair     Date Signed 


