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425.1 MOBILE FIELD FORCE SCOPE
It is the policy of the Peoria Police Department to preserve public peace, prevent crime,
arrest offenders, and protect the rights of persons and property in the City of Peoria during
civil disorder. It is also the department's responsibility to protect the demonstrator's right
to peacefully assemble and exercise free speech as provided within federal and state
constitutions.

425.2 MFF OBJECTIVE
The department will make every reasonable effort to employ non-arrest methods of civil
disorder management, but will take all necessary measures to quickly contain and restore
order to prevent an uncontrolled incident from escalating. The department will deploy
a Mobile Field Force (MFF) to address acts of civil disorder that cannot be effectively
addressed by the workforce on duty.

Should a gathering become a disturbance or manifest violence, the Peoria Police
Department must be able to respond as a professional, organized unit in order to restore
peace, prevent crime, arrest violators, and protect the rights of the community. Reasonable
efforts to employ non-arrest methods of crowd management will be made as the primary
means to restore order. If peaceful methods prove to be unsuccessful to the situation, or
where violence is directed towards citizens or the police, violators will be arrested and
active methods of dispersal, including the arrest of large numbers of violators will be
employed. In all cases, reasonable force will be used to accomplish the lawful mission
of the department and officers will act under the direction of supervisors in an organized
manner.

In any event, the designated incident commander will consider a response in accordance
with the City of Peoria's Emergency Operations Plan. This plan must be considered when
dealing with a civil disturbance. (46.1.3.a)
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425.3 MOBILE FIELD FORCE CONCEPTS
Historically the potential of civil unrest in the City of Peoria has been low. However,
reasonable caution indicates that an effective response plan must be maintained. In
a major event, it is necessary to quickly reorganize the department in order to staff an
effective response.

The possibilities of civil unrest leading to riot-type situations necessitates the formulation of
a rapid deployment crowd control plan, known as the Mobile Field Force (MFF) concept.
The MFF can be utilized to rapidly deploy officers to affected areas of civil disturbance.

The MFF can be deployed:

• To address several critical issues during a civil unrest situation;
• For restoration of law and order, preserving the peace, and protecting life and property.
• For crowd dispersal through established line formation tactics.
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• For evacuation and rescue of innocent citizens and injured victims from affected
areas.

• For isolation of problem areas through perimeter security control measures to prevent
the further spread of civil unrest, and prevent innocent citizens from entering affected
areas.

425.4 UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY
Unlawful assembly deals with the assembling of two or more persons to do an unlawful act
such as:

• Agreeing to trespass on the property of another;
• Interfering with a business;
• Disrupting or obstructing the arrest of persons violating the law;
• When two or more persons assemble to express their ideas or to picket and do this

act in a boisterous, violent, or tumultuous manner.

The statutory language that there must be an assembling to do an unlawful act only requires
that there be an assembly for an unlawful purpose by those who knowingly participate.
Those who assemble must intend to commit an unlawful act or engage in an unlawful
purpose. There is no requirement that any overt act be done. If the purpose of the assembly
is unlawful, the crowd may be dispersed.
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