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For more information about traffic signals contact:
City of Peoria Traffic Engineering
9875 N 85th Avenue
Peoria, AZ 85345
(623) 773-7394

NEWTRADITIONAL

A Better Left Turn Signal

Safer
A national study demonstrated drivers had fewer crashes 
with the flashing yellow left-turn arrow than with the 
traditional yielding left-turn indication.

Less Delay
You have more opportunities to make a left turn with the 
flashing left-turn arrow than with the traditional yielding left-
turn indication, which keeps you moving.

More Flexible
This new display provides traffic engineers with more 
options to handle variable traffic volumes.

Signal Display Changes



How does a flashing yellow arrow 
work? 

A flashing yellow arrow means left turns are allowed, 
but you must first yield to oncoming traffic and 
pedestrians and then proceed with caution. 

Drivers must always remember: a 
flashing yellow arrow = turn with 
caution. 

What should motorists do when 
approaching the flashing yellow left-
turn signal? 

Drivers should stop at the intersection, and yield to 
oncoming traffic. When it is safe, make your left turn 
and proceed through the intersection. After it flashes, 
the flashing yellow left-turn arrow then becomes the 
steady (non-flashing) yellow left-turn arrow. Drivers 
should treat the steady yellow arrow just like a standard 
yellow light. Prepare to stop before the red light 
appears. 

Will the flashing yellow arrow be on 
all day? 

An advantage of the flashing yellow left turn display is 
that it gives traffic engineers the flexibility to use 
specific indications during different times of the day. 
This means the flashing yellow arrow or steady green 
arrow may not be seen every time you approach the 
intersection. This will reduce your wait times at a signal 
using this display. 

The Flashing Yellow Arrow sequence:

Solid red arrow: Drivers turning left must stop and 
wait.

Solid green arrow: Drivers can proceed with left turn. 

Solid yellow arrow: Drivers prepare to stop. 

Solid red arrow: A very short clearance interval 
where drivers turning left must stop. 

Flashing yellow arrow: Drivers may proceed with left 
turn after yielding to oncoming traffic and 
pedestrians.

Solid yellow arrow: Drivers prepare to stop. 

Solid red arrow: Drivers turning left must stop and 
wait.

Steady Red Arrow 
It requires you to stop and wait during this
interval.

Steady Yellow Arrow 
It warns you that the left-turn signal is about 
to change to red and that you should prepare
to stop – or prepare to complete your left turn 
if you are legally within the intersection and there is no 
conflicting traffic present. 

Flashing Yellow Arrow 
It allows you to turn left when oncoming traffic is clear 
[oncoming traffic has a green light]. You must carefully 
determine that there is an adequate gap in the oncoming 
traffic, and ensure that there are no pedestrian conflicts, 
before making your turn.  

Steady Green Arrow 
It allows you to turn left.  

he City of Peoria is implementing a new traffic signal display to provide a 
safer, more efficient left turn for motorists. The flashing yellow arrow left-
turn indication is a new type of display that can replace the circular green 
indication for left turns at selected signalized intersections. 


