
 

Community Development Department    
 

 MEMORANDUM  
 Planning Division 

                                 
 

 
DATE:  June 12, 2012 
 
TO: All Interested Parties        
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SUBJECT: The Boulders OHV Recreation Area 
   
 
 
Over the last several days, our staff has received nearly 50 emails from local OHV users 
expressing concern about a rumored closure to the Boulders Recreation Area on BLM-managed 
land north of State Route 74.  Let me assure you, that this has never been contemplated by the 
City nor has the City ever expressed any intent to acquire, restrict, or alter this recreation area.  
Not only is this area within BLM-managed land, it is outside of Peoria municipal boundaries. 
 
So what is the City working on? 
 
The City is working on an implementation strategy to identify key areas for special consideration 
– areas that we can then attempt to strategically assemble over time into a meaningful, network 
of connected open spaces for a variety of users. This could be accomplished through outright 
acquisition or developer dedication, agency partnerships and/or regulatory tools that help guide 
future development in a responsible and sensitive manner. 
 
There’s no question that Northern Peoria has some of the most remarkable topography and 
pristine desert areas in the Valley. Open space and recreational opportunities are key quality-of-
life variables for its citizens.  It is important that future development occurs in a balanced, 
responsible manner and that open spaces (for a variety of users) are part of a connected system, 
rather than disjointed “islands.”  
 
The resulting Open Space Program is not being developed as a regulatory document, but rather 
as a guiding document for future planning and recreation efforts.  For example, the Program may 
help inform updates to existing ordinances such as the Desert Lands Conservation Overlay and 
the Hillside Development Overlay or how we treat “edges” between development and open 
space. 
 
To date, the City has developed an inventory of known wildlife habitats, topography, wash 
corridors, and archaeological resources compiled from a variety of studies and Area Drainage 
Master Plans (ADMP) prepared over the past decade or so.  To facilitate the identification of 
areas warranting special consideration, staff has been working through its consultant (AECOM) to 
develop a computer-based decision model. This model enables the classification of lands 
according to environmental, cultural and developmental attributes.     
 

 

 



 

 
 
To this end, I continue to welcome all input as we proceed through the process of developing the 
Peoria Sonoran Preservation Program and I thank you in advance for your participation. 
 
          


