
Young Ambassador Program

We  experienced so many things that were so terrific.  About the 

best thing we learned is that  people aren’t as different as we first 

think they are.

Makenzie Middleton

2012 Young Ambassador 



 Sister City concept promoted by President 
Eisenhower in 1956 as a way to improve 
international relations with other nations

 Over 1,200 American cities in 50 states have 
affiliated with 2,100 cities in 125 countries

 After two years of searching for a sister city, 
City of Peoria established a Sister City 
Partnership in 2002 with Ards, Northern 
Ireland



The mission of our Sister 

City partnership is to 

increase cultural, civic, 

and commercial ties 
between Peoria and Ards, 
Northern Ireland

“I  met my best friend, who happens to live in  Northern 
Ireland; we will be friends forever.”

Alex Peugnet; 20087Young Ambassador now an ASU student  
speaking to current ambassadors at a 2012 event



 Provide an experience for 
Peoria youth and their families 
that increases awareness of 
different cultures

 Help improve international 
relations by breaking down 
stereotypes and perceptions 
about other cultures and 
nations

 Develop long-term 
relationships that strengthen 
the bond between Peoria and 
Ards, Northern Ireland



Help achieve sister city 
business plan objective 
of creating opportunities 
that expand Peoria’s 
cultural ties abroad

“We weren’t completely sure how this was all going to 

turn out.  The whole experience for the kids was 

better than we ever imagined.”

Joyce Madonia; mother of Zack Madonia, 2012 Young Ambassador; 

student at Peoria High School. 



 A four-week exchange in summer of 2013

 Four Peoria high school-aged youth and four Ards high school will 
participate in the summer exchange

 Adults who work with, sponsor, or lead youth activities are 
encouraged to refer appropriate candidates

 Local high school adminstrators will be asked to refer at least two 
students to apply for consideration

 Peoria ambassadors stay with a family in Ards, Northern Ireland

 Peoria ambassadors and their families host their Ards peer in their 
home

 City of Peoria pays for airfare



 Develop marketing and application materials

 Coordinate recruitment and selection process

 Initiate meetings with youth and their families

 Hold orientation with students and parents

 Coordinate exchange activities

 Make travel arrangements 

The role of the City is to be responsible for all 

aspects of the student exchange program:



 Be a resident of the City of Peoria

 At least 15 yrs. old at time of travel; not yet a high school senior

 Hold or be prepared to apply for a passport within the next two 
months

 GPA of 3.0 or higher

 Be in good health 

 Proof of health insurance coverage (supplemental coverage required 
– if selected, information will be provided at orientation meeting)

 Promote and support program and talk about experience

The program requirements for the program are as 

follows:



 Give consent for participation in the program 

 Serve as a host family for Ards youth

 At least one parent must have a current passport

 Participate in select sister city activities 

 Support an additional young person during the cultural exchange

The program requirements for parents are:



 December 31 Application deadline

 February 13 - 21 Panel Interviews

 March 7 Finalists notified

 March 27 Young Ambassador orientation

 April  9 Peoria Youth Advisory Board Meeting – Collaborative Project

 Spring Initial contact with host families

 June  27 Kick Off Celebration for ambassadors, parents, and elected officials

 End of June through Exchange visits Ards and Peoria, with one week in between 
early August visits  (exact dates to be determined  in  Spring, 2012)

 August 7 PUSD Classes Begin
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