
Public Safety: Community Partnerships 
 
 A vital part of every community is the safety of its streets and neighborhoods; and 
the Peoria Police Department is working hard every day to ensure the safety of its 
citizens. 
 
 The Peoria Police Department’s goals are to reduce crime and the fear of crime, to 
partner with the community to identify and solve problems, and to operate the 
Department with maximum efficiency. 
 
 In order to meet the goal of partnering with the community, the Peoria Police 
Department has implemented community oriented policing. This program utilizes a 
directed patrol to focus on general deterrence. The theory of general deterrence is that if 
police presence is increased in an area, the liklihood that criminal activity will be 
detected is also increased.  
 
 Utilizing this program, the Peoria Police Department has partnered with groups 
such as schools, HOAs, and auto dealers to identify areas of crime and reduce them. In 
the first seven months of this year, crime has been reduced in several areas. 
 
 Another aspect of community oriented policing is events for the community to 
familiarize themselves with the Peoria Police Department. In an effort to be more present 
in the community, there have been several events held. Two “Coffee with the 
Commander” events were held for community members to meet the Commanders in their 
area and ask questions and voice concerns. On August 7, the Police Department held 
“National Night Out” events at all three Target Stores in Peoria, in which there were 
displays from both the Traffic Unit and SWAT Team as well as a number of officers on 
hand to meet citizens and answer questions. 
 
 As part of our partnership with the Peoria Unified School District, uniform 
officers visit local schools and have lunch with the students through our “Lunch with 
Blue” program. This gives students an opportunity to become comfortable with the police 
department and open a line of communication.  
 
 Finally, I hope that you will join us on October 20 at Rio Vista Park for our 
annual Getting Arizona Involved in Neighborhoods (GAIN) event. During this event the 
Police Department will partner with other city departments to provide safety and quality 
of life information to members of our community. 
 
 If you have questions about these programs or any other city matters, please 
contact my office at (623) 773-7368. 


