
WELCOME TO 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE 

PRESENTED BY  

MARICOPA COUNTY ELECTIONS DEPARTMENT 

 

 

www.recorder.maricopa.gov  



Contact Information 
Wanda Nelson, City Clerk 

(623) 773-7342 

Wanda.Nelson@peoriaaz.gov 

 

mailto:Wanda.Nelson@peoriaaz.gov


Maricopa County Elections 

Kristi Passarelli: Campaign Finance, Candidate 

Filing and Jurisdictional Manager 

− Direct line, (602) 506-8344 

− Cell, (602) 526-1520 

− kpassarelli@risc.maricopa.gov  

Berta Ramirez: Assistant Campaign Finance & 

Candidate Filing Administrator   

− Direct line, (602) 506-0938 

− Cell, (602) 527-5828 

− bramirez@risc.maricopa.gov  

 

 

 

mailto:kpassarelli@risc.maricopa.gov
mailto:bramirez@risc.maricopa.gov


Important Dates 



 

• Primary Election Date:  

−August 28, 2012 

• General Election (if needed) 

−November 6, 2012 

 

Election Dates: 



 Nomination Process 



 ARS  16-351.A  

 Any elector filing any court action challenging 

the nomination of a candidate… shall do so no 

later than 5:00pm on the tenth day, excluding 
weekends and holidays after the last day for 

filing nomination papers and petitions. 

Last day to file a Challenge:  

June 13, 2012 

Nomination Petition Challenges 



Campaign Literature 



***New Requirements  

Literature and Advertisement 
• ARS 16-912: All literature or advertisement must include 

“Paid for by (the full name of the committee)” as it appears 
on the Statement of Organization OR $500 Threshold 
Exemption Statement. 

• Any printed material that expressly advocates the election 

• Candidate Signs are exempt from the disclosure if they are paid 
for by the candidate’s campaign committee. 

• Exemptions: Similar small items (buttons, pens, bumper 
stickers…) where this disclosure cannot be conveniently printed. 

 

***The disclosure shall be printed clearly and legibly in a 
conspicuous manner 

  shall be printed in a font at least 3/32 inches tall  (approx: 9pt font) 

  in dark type on a light background 

  surrounded by a dark box 

 



Examples 



Collecting Funds 



Forbidden Contributions 
• Candidates, Exploratory Committees, and Committees that give 

to candidates CANNOT accept the following types of 
contributions: 

− Corporations** 

− Labor Unions 

− Limited Liability Companies 

− Non- U.S. Citizens [2 U.S.C I441(E) and 441 (F)] 

− An anonymous person or group 

• NO RAFFLES or PASSING THE HAT 

− An earmarked contribution 

• NO GIVING ON SOMEONE ELSE’S BEHALF 

• Candidates and Exploratory Committees cannot give to 
committees of other candidates. 

** Corporations can make Independent Expenditures ** 



Campaign 

Contribution  

Limits 

2011-2012  

Election Cycle 
*These limits are adjusted 

biennially by the Secretary of 

State. (ARS  16-905.H) 



“Family Contribution” Tree 
(candidate’s personal money) ARS  16-901.10 

Parents*
  

Children*
  

Spouse* Siblings*
  

Grandparents* 

Candidate 

*and a parent or spouse 
of any of these relatives 



Campaign Finance  

Public Disclosure 



What is required?    

• For Committees that have filed a $500 Threshold Statement 

− Campaign Finance Reporting is NOT required 

• Until and unless you reach the $500 Threshold 

− Including personal money 

• Within 5 days after exceeding the $500 the 

committee must file a Statement of Organization 

(ARS  16-902.01) 

• For Committees that filed a Statement of Organization  

− Reporting of ALL activity for each reporting period 

• any contributions received or expenditures made for the entire 

election cycle – Primary & General combined 



Treasurer’s Duties 
ARS  16-904   



• No expenditure may be made for or on behalf of a political 

committee without the authorization of the treasurer 

• Maintain all books and records  

− Keep all documents for 3 years after the committee has 

filed a final report showing all disbursements of funds 

and a termination statement 

• Obtain the required information for any contributions 

received 

− Occupation & Employer for contributors 

• Make at least one effort by written or verbal request 

• Sign the Campaign Finance Report 

− If unavailable the Candidate may sign his or her own 

report 



Campaign Finance  

Report Form 



Campaign Finance Report  

Due Dates 
*This page is unique for each jurisdiction 

• Select the appropriate reporting period 

** Pending legislation to change the reporting date for 

Pre-Primary and Pre-General report. 



• Cash on Hand at Close of  Reporting Period 

− Column A and Column B should be the same 

− You should not have a negative balance 

 

Campaign Finance Report  

Front Summary Page continued 



Campaign Finance Report 

Detailed Summary Page 
• A summary of  the totals for each 

schedule for the current reporting 
period and a cumulative total for the 
election cycle. 

• For the first report, the amount 
entered in Column A will be the 
same as Column B. 

• For all other reports, add Column A 
from the current report to Column B 
from the previous report to get the 
new total for Column B on the 
current report. 

• Only the Treasurer can sign the 
report, except that a candidate may 
sign the report for their own 
committee. 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule A 

• Contributions from 
Individuals over $25 
– Includes a cumulative total of  

contributions from the same 
individual equal to more than $25 

– Practical Tip: list all 
contributions even under $25 

– Name, Address, Occupation and 
Employer are required for each 
contribution received (A.R.S. 

16-915.A.3, 16-901.12, 16-
904) 

– Use a separate entry for each 
contribution received including 
husband and wife. 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule A-1 
• Aggregated Individual 

Contributions of  $25 or Less 

– List a total amount received 

from individual contributors 

whose contributions are $25 or 

less and the cumulative total is 

$25 or less. 

– The name and address is not 

required for this page. 

– Give a brief  description of  how 

these contributions were 

received. 

• Example: Fundraiser (100 

people @ $15 per person) 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule B 
• Contributions from Political 

Committees 
– List contributions received from 

Political Committees 

• Political Committees on file with the 

Maricopa County Elections 

Department 

• Political Committees on file with the 

Secretary of  State as a “Super PAC” 

pursuant to A.R.S. 16-905.I 

– For a listing of  committees 

certified at the upper limits, 

visit www.sosaz.com  

• Name, Address, and ID NUMBER 

are required. (A.R.S.  16-902.B.3, 

16-901.12.B) 

http://www.sosaz.com/


Campaign Finance Report  

Schedule C 
• Candidate Loans 

– Personal money used by the 
candidate or family member as 
defined. (A.R.S. 16-901.10) 

– A candidate loan may be repaid 
with cash on hand at the close of  
the election cycle before 
terminating the committee. 

– A candidate does not have to 
“loan” his/her money to the 
committee. 

– A candidate may show his/her 
personal money as a contribution 
and should report this on 
schedule A with an (*) asterisk. 

 



Suggestion:  

Clock your Mileage 

• A candidate should keep track of mileage when 

using their car for campaigning. 

• A candidate may list the expense as a candidate 

loan on Schedule C and pay their self for this 

expense using schedule D-4 of the campaign 

Finance Report.  

− Use the Federal Rate at the time of reimbursement 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule C-1 

• Other Loans 

− Loans received by individuals 

other than personal loans for 

family contributions. 

− A loan is a contribution until 

it is repaid. 

• An individual could not 

make a “contribution” and 

a “loan” at the same time 

if the amount exceeds the 

contribution limits. 



Campaign Finance Report  

Schedule D 

• Expenditures for 

Operating Expenses 

− List each payment made by 

the committee during the 

current reporting period. 

− Give the name and address 

of each vendor (business or 

person) to which the 

payment was made. 

− Give a brief description for 

the items purchased. 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule D-1 
• Independent Expenditures 

– Not a Candidate’s Campaign Committee 

– Used by Political Committees organized 

to make “Independent Expenditures”. 

• Literature or advertisement that 

expressly advocates the election or 

defeat of  a clearly identified 

candidate without cooperation or 

consultation with that candidate or 

agent of  the candidate (A.R.S. 16-

901.14)  

– An Independent Expenditure 

Committee must be on file with the 

Maricopa County Elections Department 

and is subject filing Campaign Finance 

Reports. 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule D-2 

• Loans Made by the 

Reporting Committee 

− Loans made by Political 

Committees to other Political 

Committees or Candidate 

Campaign Committees 

− Does not apply to a Candidate 

Campaign Committee 

 



Campaign Finance Report  

Schedule D-3 

• Offsets to Operating 

Expenditures 

− List money received back 

from a business or person 

whose bill you have 

already paid. 

• Example: Rebate for 

Purchase (Amount 

paid was $100, rebate 

of $20) the amount of 

$20 would be reported 

on this page. 



Campaign Finance Report  

Schedule D-4 

• Repayment of 

Candidate Loans 

− List repayments of personal 

loans made by the candidate 

or family member 

previously reported on 

Schedule C.  

• Mileage Reimbursement 

− Partial repayments may also 

be reported 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule D-5 

• Repayments of Other 

Loans 

 

− List each repayment made to 

an individual or political 

committee that loaned money 

to your committee other than 

a family member. 

 



Campaign Finance Report  

Schedule D-6 
• Transfers to Other Political 

Committees 

− When terminating a candidate’s 

campaign committee from last 

election cycle and moving the 

Surplus to new candidate’s 

campaign committee for the next 

election cycle for the same 

individual. 

− When an exploratory committee 

moves the Surplus to a candidate 

campaign committee. 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule D-7 

• Any Other Disbursement 

 

− Expenditures made by the 

committee not reported on 

Schedule D. 

− This page serves as a “catchall” 

for disbursements. 

• Service fees or automatic 

payments 

  



Campaign Finance Report  

Schedule E 
• In-Kind Contributions and 

Expenditures 
– Anything received by the committee that is 

not money 

– Use the fair-market value for goods and 
services 

– One entry for both a contribution and 
expenditure 

– Give a brief  description of  the goods and 
services received 

– Discounts of  goods and services should be 
reported as in-kind contributions. 

• If  the contributor reduced the price 
charged to the committee (gave a 
discount), the difference between the 
fair-market value and the reduced price 
is an in-kind contribution. 

 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule F-1 

• Dividends, Interest, and 

Other Receipts 

− Money received that is not a 

contribution  

• Interest from a bank 

account 

• Checks that have not been 

cashed by the individual or 

business  



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule F-2 

• Offsets to Contributions 

Received 

 

− Refund of contributions 

received over the limit 

 



Campaign Finance Report 

Schedule F-3 

• Debts and Obligations 

(Excluding Loans) 

– Any debt the committee has 

incurred during the reporting 

period that is not paid in full 

• Credit Card Purchase 

– Monthly payments 

– Give a brief  description of  

the goods or services 

purchased 



No Activity Statement 



• Use this form only 

if  there are NO 

contributions 

received or 

expenditures made 

during the current 

reporting period. 

 

Note: Interest 

accrued is considered 

“activity” 



Termination Statement 
Disposal of Surplus Monies 



• At the end of  an election 

cycle, attached to a final 

report with a zero 

balance. 

NEW: $500 Threshold Committees 
must file within 90 days after the 
election ARS 16-904 F. ($100.00 fine) 

 

Disbursement of  funds: 

• Payback any outstanding debts 

(including candidate loans) 

• Transfer to a subsequent 

election 

• Give back to the contributors 

• Donate to a 501.C.3 charity 

• Donate to the Political Parties 

• CANNOT BE USED FOR 

PERSONAL EXPENSES 



Failure to File 
Penalty 



Late Filing Fee – Required 

• $10.00 for each business day after failure to make 
or file a campaign finance report 

− Certified Postmarked is OK 

− Maximum of $450 
• Could be increased to $25.00 per day if not filed within 15 days 

of received the certified notice of delinquency 

−  A late report cannot be accepted without payment of 
the late fee. 

• ARS 16-918.B 

   



*New - $500 Threshold Committees 

• The candidate / political committee shall file a 

Termination Statement at the end of the election cycle 

(within 90 days after the election) and shall dispose of 

any surplus monies as otherwise provided by law. 

• A committee that fails to file its Termination Statement 

is terminated by operation of law and shall pay a civil 

penalty of $100.00. 



Additional Information 



• Keep Information Current 

− Any changes such as address, phone, chairman or 

treasurer must be reported by filing an amended 

Statement of Organization or $500 Threshold 

Exemption Statement within 5 days of the change. 

 

• All documents are Public Record 

 

What Else Should I Know? 



ELECTION DAY 



Polling Place Locator: 

 



Online Information 



Recorder / Elections Website 
http://recorder.maricopa.gov/home.htm  

Elections &  

Voter Information 

  

http://recorder.maricopa.gov/home.htm


Q & A 


