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City Council Meeting 
Notice & Agenda 

Thursday, August 7, 2014 
City Council Chamber 
8401 West Monroe Street 
Peoria, AZ  85345 

Special Emergency Meeting 
 

11:00 A.M. Convene 
 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
Final Call To Submit Speaker Request Forms 

Consent Agenda 

CONSENT AGENDA:  All items listed with a “C” are considered to be routine or have been previously reviewed by the 
City Council, and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a 
Councilmember so requests; in which event the item will be removed from the General Order of Business, and 
considered in its normal sequence on the Agenda. 

Special Meeting Consent 
 

1C. Authorization to Hold an Executive Session – Special Emergency Meeting 

Discussion and possible action to authorize the holding of an Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussion and consultation with legal counsel for legal advice pertaining to the 
August 26, 2014 City of Peoria election for the Mesquite District pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-
431.03.A.7. 

Recess into Executive Session 
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Executive Session 
 

Convene immediately following Special Emergency City Council Meeting 
Consent Agenda 

Executive Room, City Council Chamber 

Under the provisions of A.R.S. § 38-431.02 there will be a CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION.  

Executive Session Agenda 

2. An Executive Session for the purpose of discussion and consultation with legal counsel and 
designated representatives of the public body pertaining to the August 26, 2014 City of 
Peoria election for the Mesquite District pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03.A.7. 

Adjournment 

The above-named Public Body of the City of Peoria, Arizona will convene into Executive Session 
pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 for those items listed on the agenda.  Only those persons who are: 
 

 Members of the Public Body, or 
 Officers of the City that are required to attend, or 
 Those individuals whose presence is reasonably necessary for the Public Body to carry out 

its Executive Session responsibilities as determined by the City Attorney may be present 
during the Executive Session. 

 
All persons who remain present during the Executive Session are reminded that the business 
conducted in Executive Session, including all discussion taking place herein, is confidential and 
may not be disclosed to any person, except as permitted by law. 
 
Arizona Open Meeting Act: 
 
Arizona law requires that persons who are present in an executive session receive instruction 
regarding the confidentiality requirements of the Arizona Open Meetings Act.  Minutes and 
discussions made during executive sessions are confidential and may not be disclosed to any 
party, except: 
 

 Members of the council, 
 Appointees or employees who were subject of discussion under the personnel item 

subsection of the Open Meetings Act, 
 County Attorney or Attorney General pursuant to an investigation of a violation of the Open 

Meetings Act, and  
 Arizona Auditor General in connection with an audit authorized by law. 
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Any person who violates or who knowingly aids, agrees to aid, or attempts to aid another person in 
violating the Arizona Open Meetings Law may be punished by fine of up to $500.00 per violation 
and/or by removal from public office. 
  

RECONVENE SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING 

 

Regular Agenda 

  

New Business 
 
3R.  Mesquite District Election Process 

Discussion and possible action to provide direction to staff regarding instructions to the 
Maricopa County Elections Department on the Mesquite District election process and to take 
all actions necessary to validate the process. 

Adjournment 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available for public inspection, a 
minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, at any time during regular business hours in the 
Office of the City Clerk, 8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign language interpretation and 
assistive listening devices are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City Clerk, 8401 West 
Monroe Street, Peoria, Arizona 85345 – Phone: (623) 773-7340 or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, 
additional reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the request. The City has a 
TDD line where accommodations may be requested at: (623) 773-7221. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
In addition to the City Council members noted above, one or more members of the City of Peoria Boards and 
Commissions may be present to observe the City Council meeting as noticed on this agenda. 
 
City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are available for viewing on demand at 
http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151.  



CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA  
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

Date Prepared:  August 7, 2014 Council Meeting Date:   August 7, 2014 
 
 

TO:  Carl Swenson, City Manager 
 

FROM:  Rhonda Geriminsky, City Clerk 
 

THROUGH: Susan Daluddung, Deputy City Manager 
 

SUBJECT: Mesquite District Election 
 

 

Purpose:  
 

This is a request for City Council to provide direction to City staff regarding instructions to the 
Maricopa County Elections Department for the Mesquite District election process.  
 

Background/Summary: 
 

On August 1, 2014 the City Clerk’s Office was contacted by the Maricopa County Elections 
Department and informed that the Mesquite District early ballot did not contain a complete list 
of eligible candidates.   
 
On August 4, 2014 the County Elections Department mailed reprinted ballots to the Mesquite 
District voters on the permanent early voting list. 
 
In the afternoon of August 6, 2014 the County Elections Department reported that the same 
incorrect ballot reflecting an incomplete list of eligible candidates in the Mesquite District was 
again mailed to the early voters in the district.  
 
Previous Actions: 
 

On May 28, 2014 the City Clerk’s Office provided the Maricopa County Elections Department 
with a list (Exhibit 1) of candidate names for the August 26, 2014 Primary Election ballot.  These 
names were:   
 

 Mayor – Cathy Carlat,  

 Acacia District – Vicki Hunt, Sharlene Vanluven and Aaron Tiscareno,  

 Palo Verde District – Ron Aames and Michael Finn,  

 Pine District – Carlo Leone and Rick Murphy, and  

 Mesquite District – Ben Toma, Bridget Binsbacher and Ken Krieger.   
 
On May 29, 2014 the City Clerk’s Office received the first Candidate Textual Proof from the 
Maricopa County Elections Department wherein changes were requested by the (Exhibit 2).   
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After receipt of the revised Candidate Textual Proof copies were sent to each candidate for final 
review and approval as required by A.R.S. §16-461.A.3. 
 
On June 2, 2014 additional changes to the Candidate Textual Proof were submitted to the 
County Elections Department (Exhibit 3) and final approval for candidate names was given by 
the City Clerk’s Office indicating no additional changes on that same day (Exhibit 4).   The final 
Candidate Textual Proof reflected all eligible candidates for all races. 
 
On June 16, 2014 the Mesquite District Official Ballot proof was received and approved with no 
changes (Exhibit 5).  The proof included all three eligible Mesquite District candidates.   
 
Options:  
 

Several options will be discussed during the Council meeting. 
 
Staff’s Recommendation: 
 

This is a unique situation not addressed under the statutes.  The approach underlying the staff 
recommendation is to attempt to provide the maximum opportunity for qualified electors to 
participate in the election process, while attempting to follow the applicable laws to the extent 
possible.  Based on this approach, taking in account the best interest of the voters and 
residents of the Mesquite District, staff recommends that the County Elections Department 
conduct an all-mail election using a Mesquite District, candidate-only ballot.  Under this 
process, a mail ballot containing all of the Mesquite District Candidates will be mailed to every 
registered voter in the Mesquite District.  Staff additionally recommends that the County 
provide three Remote Replacement Centers, in the Mesquite District, for voters who choose to 
vote a candidate-only ballot in person rather than by mail.  These centers will be open until 
Election Day to receive ballots and permit individuals to vote a Mesquite District candidate-only 
ballot.  Finally, all polling places serving the Mesquite District will have the Mesquite District 
ballot for voters to vote on Election Day. 
 
Fiscal Analysis: 
 

There will be no additional fiscal impacts to the City of Peoria. 
 

Exhibit(s):   
 
Exhibit 1: May 28, 2014 Email to Elections Department with Candidate Names 
Exhibit 2: May 29, 2014 Candidate Textual Proof Changes 
Exhibit 3: June 2, 2014 Candidate Textual Proof Changes 
Exhibit 4: June 2, 2014 Candidate Textual Proof Final Approval 
Exhibit 5: June 16, 2014 District Ballot Proof Approval   
 
Contact Name and Number:  Rhonda Geriminsky, City Clerk, 623-773-7340 
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