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City Council Meeting 
Notice & Agenda 

Monday, June 09, 2014 
City Council Chamber 
8401 West Monroe Street 
Peoria, AZ  85345 

Special Meeting 
 

5:30 P.M. Convene 
 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Roll Call 
Final Call To Submit Speaker Request Forms 

 

Regular Agenda 

  

New Business 
 
1R.  Candidate Interviews for Mesquite Vacancy 

Interviews, discussion and possible action to appoint a qualified candidate to fill a vacancy 
for the Mesquite District City Council seat.  The appointment will be on an interim basis until 
a candidate is elected and qualified to fill the remainder of the unexpired term.  The 
Mesquite District is generally located from Pinnacle Peak Road to Bear Claw Road and from 
67th Avenue to 179th Avenue. 

 

Call To The Public (Non-Agenda Items) 
If you wish to address the City Council, please complete a Speaker Request Form and return it to 
the clerk before the call to order for this meeting. The City Council is not authorized by state law to 
discuss or take action on any issue raised by public comment until a later meeting. 
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Adjournment 
 
NOTE:  Documentation (if any) for items listed on the Agenda is available for public inspection, a 
minimum of 24 hours prior to the Council Meeting, at any time during regular business hours in the 
Office of the City Clerk, 8401 W. Monroe Street, Room 150, Peoria, AZ 85345. 
 
Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities.  Alternative format materials, sign language interpretation and 
assistive listening devices are available upon 72 hours advance notice through the Office of the City Clerk, 8401 West 
Monroe Street, Peoria, Arizona 85345 – Phone: (623) 773-7340 or FAX (623) 773-7304.  To the extent possible, 
additional reasonable accommodations will be made available within the time constraints of the request. The City has a 
TDD line where accommodations may be requested at: (623) 773-7221. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
In addition to the City Council members noted above, one or more members of the City of Peoria Boards and 
Commissions may be present to observe the City Council meeting as noticed on this agenda. 
 
City Council Meetings can be viewed live on Channel 11 (Cox Cable) and are available for viewing on demand at 
http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151.  

http://www.peoriaaz.gov/content2.aspx?id=2151�


CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA  
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

Date Prepared:  June 5, 2014 Council Meeting Date:   June 9, 2014  
 

 
 

TO:  Carl Swenson, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Rhonda Geriminsky, City Clerk 
 
THROUGH: Susan Daluddung, Deputy City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Interview and Selection of Interim Mesquite District Councilmember 
 

 
Purpose:  
 
This is a request for City Council to interview, discuss and possibly take action to fill the vacant 
Mesquite District Council seat on an interim basis until the seat is filled by election at the 
August 26, 2014 Primary Election or if necessary, the November 4, 2014 General Election.   
 
Background/Summary: 
 
Pursuant to Article II, Section 13 of the Peoria City Charter and Council Policy 1-3, Council 
vacancies that occur more than seven hundred and forty (740) days until the next regular 
election for the vacant position will be filled by appointment until a Special Election can be held 
to elect a candidate to fill the unexpired portion of the term. 
 
On April 23, 2014 Cathy Carlat resigned from her seat as Councilmember for the Mesquite 
District. 
 
The process for selecting a candidate to fill the vacant Mesquite District Council seat is as 
follows:   
 

1. Interviews 
2. Term Affirmation 
3. Discussion 
4. Nomination 
5. Voting 

 
Previous Actions: 
 
None. 
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Options:  
 
A: Interview the Mesquite District Council applicants and elect a candidate to fill the 

vacancy until the seat is filled at the next Special Election.  
B. Interview the Mesquite District Council applicants without electing a candidate to fill the 

vacancy.  
 
Staff’s Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council interview applicants for the vacant Mesquite District 
Council seat and elect a candidate to fill the vacancy on an interim basis until the seat is filled 
by election at the next Special Election.  
 
Fiscal Analysis: 
       
There is no fiscal impact related to the election to fill the vacant Mesquite District Council seat.  
 
Narrative:   
 
The newly elected Mesquite District Councilmember will be sworn in at a subsequent meeting 
and serve in the manner prescribed in Article II, Section 1 of the Peoria City Charter. 
 
Exhibit(s): Procedures for Nominations and Selection to Fill Council Seat Vacancy 
 
Contact Name and Number:   Rhonda Geriminsky, 623-773-7340 
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F. If no candidate receives a majority, then a second ballot will be 
distributed for a second vote.  

G. If no candidate receives a majority in the second balloting, the 
Mayor may elect to schedule a third ballot or address the matter 
at a future regular or special council meeting. 

 
SAMPLE BALLOT 
 

Mayor Barrett 
 

Ballot for Interim Appointment to the 
Vacant Mesquite District Council Seat 

 
Nominated Candidates: 

 
 Binsbacher, Bridget 
 DeCoster, Ken 
 Krieger, Ken 
 Toma, Ben 

 
Write the name of one (1) candidate 
on the line below to vote the ballot. 

 
 
         

 
 

 
 
6. Candidate Selection:  Once the voting is completed,  

 
A. If a candidate receives a majority of the votes, the Mayor shall 

declare the candidate appointed by stating: 
 
“(Name of nominee) is elected to fill the vacant Mesquite 
District Council seat.” 
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PROCEDURES FOR NOMINATIONS AND SELECTION  
TO FILL COUNCIL SEAT VACANCY 

 
1.  Mayor announces the Agenda Item. 

 
2. Interviews:  The Mayor and Council will conduct candidate 

interviews. 
 

A. Mayor randomly selects order in which candidates are 
interviewed. 
 

B. Each candidate will be given 3 minutes to introduce 
themselves. 

 
C. Mayor will recognize 1 Councilmember at a time to ask the 

assigned question(s). 
 

D. Following questions from the Mayor and Council, the candidate 
will be given an opportunity to ask 1 question of Council. 

 
E. The Mayor closes the interview process by stating:   

 
“Candidate interviews for the vacant Mesquite District Council 
seat are now closed.” 

 
3. Term Affirmation:  The Mayor announces that the term for this 

appointment is until the August 26, 2014 Canvass of Election has 
been adopted, or if a run-off election is required, then until the 
November 4, 2014 General Election Canvass of Election has been 
adopted.   
 

4. Discussion:  The Mayor shall declare the discussion open among 
the Council for consideration of the candidates by stating: 
 
“The floor is now open for consideration and discussion of the 
candidates.” 
 

5. Nominations:  After discussion of the candidates, the Mayor calls for 
nominations by announcing:   
 
“Nominations are now in order for the vacant Mesquite District 
Counsel seat.”  



Procedures for Nomination and Selection   
to Fill Council Seat Vacancy 
Page 2 of 3 
 
 

To Make a Nomination: 
 

A. A Councilmember shall be recognized by the Chair. 
B. No second is required. 

 
After nominations have been made, the Mayor says: 
 
“The following candidates have been nominated for the vacant 
Mesquite District Council seat:  (names of those nominated).  Are 
there any further nominations?” 
 
If there are no further nominations, the Mayor may close the 
nominations by stating: 
 
“Hearing no further nominations for the vacant Mesquite District 
Council seat, nominations are now closed.” 
 
If there is only one nomination, then the Mayor will ask for a motion to 
select the nominee by acclamation by asking: 
 
“Do I have a motion to appoint (name of nominee) by acclamation?” 
 

6. Voting:  If there is more than one nominee, Council will then proceed 
to vote for only one of those candidates previously nominated. 
 
The Mayor will announce that the vacant seat will be filled by ballot as 
supplied by the Clerk.  
 
The voting process is as follows: 

 
A. Ballots will be distributed to Council. 
B. Council will write in the name of the candidate.  
C. Completed ballots will be collected by the Clerk. 
D. The City Clerk will read aloud each ballot cast and the name of 

the Mayor or Councilmember who cast the ballot. 
E. The Mayor will announce the candidate receiving the most 

votes. 
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F. If no candidate receives a majority, then a second ballot will be 
distributed for a second vote.  

G. If no candidate receives a majority in the second balloting, the 
Mayor may elect to schedule a third ballot or address the matter 
at a future regular or special council meeting. 

 
SAMPLE BALLOT 
 

Mayor Barrett 
 

Ballot for Interim Appointment to the 
Vacant Mesquite District Council Seat 

 
Nominated Candidates: 

 
 Binsbacher, Bridget 
 DeCoster, Ken 
 Krieger, Ken 
 Toma, Ben 

 
Write the name of one (1) candidate 
on the line below to vote the ballot. 

 
 
         

 
 

 
 
7. Candidate Selection:  Once the voting is completed,  

 
a. If a candidate receives a majority of the votes, the Mayor shall 

declare the candidate appointed by stating: 
 
“(Name of nominee) is elected to fill the vacant Mesquite 
District Council seat.” 
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