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City offers summertime fun
BY Adriana Desiderio the theme," Ms.Beardensaid. for something other than sum-

, IndependentNewspapers . Thecity of Peoriapartnerswith mer camp, a summer recreation
~ During the summer work- Itswater department, fire depart- program is also open 8 a.m.-2:30

1. f d''ffi I ment, police department and the p.m. for eightweeks.
109 parents a ten have I cu ty PeoriaAquaticsCenterin order to "1'd ff hfind109 someone to watch thelf' t s a rop a programwere
children while also providing fun educate kids about hazardsand kids' can come and go as they

r. I U''t' 'th t d L k'ly .how to preventaCCidents. like," Ms. Kreselsaid. "It's great-, ac VIles ,or em a o. uc I, One Friday the water depart- ... "
, ./ the city of Peoriaoffersa summ~r .'11 . ' . for kIds10 the neighborhoods.

",., camp May23-Aug.1 l\lat accom- ment WI gIVea presentationon The program costs$50 for the
_ I' h b th aJ water c.onservatlon10 order t.o sessionwith additional c.ostsf.or

p IS es o. go s. . . make kids .ware that they can .0'1 Recreation SuperVIsor LIZ make a differencetoo. field tnps. . . . ..
. Bearden overseesthe camp and "Firefighters bring in the Teenscan partiCIpate10 a Slml-

~

as made slgmficant contnbu- 'Smokehouse' to simulate a lar programcalledStep-Out,host-
li.onst.oh.owIt ISrun. smoke-filled room and smoke ed at four Peona hIgh schools,

"I designed it as a parent by detect.orsounds" said Kathleen and may be bused t.o Rio Vista
thinking, 'What do Iwant my chil- Kresel recreati~n coordinator. Recreali.onCenter if they.w.ould
dr~n~?~o allday?'" Ms..Bearden "They'also give them hand .outs like to stay in the recreationpro-
saId. It s deSignedto allow par- and encourage them to make a gramuntil 6 p.m:, ratherthan2:30
ents to go off to work and feel plan with their families in caseof p.m. at the school.
goodthat theyfoundagoodplace a fire." "We havelots of programsfor
for their children." . Twiceaweek the children visit teens," said Jackie Stanley, Rio

Parentscan ~hoosefro!" nine the pool and during the first few VistaComplexsupervisor."For in-
schools who Will be hostmg the weeks, lifeguards go over safety stance,kids can grab a bus from
campsensunngthat theyWill find around the pool and quiz them Rio Vista and be picked up for
somewhereconvement. on what they would do if certain trips from the StepOut program."
. Cheyenne,PaseoVerde,Fron- problems came up around thelf Although sports camps and

tier,Apache,Colt.onBoll, Ira Mur- pool at home. . recreation programsvvill be visit-
phy,Parkndge,ZUniHillsandDes- . Although the camp IS.filled ing Rio Vista as part of their pro-
ert Harborelementaryscho.olsare With extracurricular actiVities, grams the recreation center has
all partiCipants. typical days follow a planned '. d . .

Every week the children are h d I some unique an mterestmgpro-
. ' . .. sc e ue. gramsto offer aswell

able to enloya specialactiVIty.. "First the kids get a snack at E 11Jesd k'd
"They are g.oingto p.olar ice 8:30a.m.,and thenopen freeplay .. ve,\, . ay I s can par:

this year which we haven't done and lunch and then usuallya field tlclpate10 VIdeo.gamechallenges,
in the pas.t,."Ms.Beardensaid. . trip," Ms. Kreselsaid. 'illfter their WednesdaysWIll host a brown

In addition, theyWIllhave tnps next snack, they continue going bag lunch and m.oVle,Thur.sdays
to the CIfCUS,Creative Wheel, through their centers that they kids can play Wuffle ball, and
Build-A-Bear,OasisGym.andWa- might have started during the many other daytime actlVlliesare
.terWorld. . .•. .. . m9rn[ng.':'". _ __. scheduled .orWill be announced

Every week, acfIVltlesare d1f-::; The camp runs. t):30 .a.m.-6 so.on.
ferent in order t.ogive the kids a p.m. Monday-Friday.Costis $23a "We haveaWii bowling league
well-roundedexperience. dayor $97aweek and includesall in theworks," Ms.Stanleys,aid.

" (Thecamp) runson aweekly entrancefeesand a morning and For m.ore,information oh the
theme and .onFridaythey havea afternoonsnack. activities mentioned, visit www.
big party that is a culminalion of F.or those who are looking peoriaaz.gov.


