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It’s fair to say that 2020 has been a year like no other. And, even though much has changed over the last several 
months, what has not changed is the city of Peoria’s commitment to accountable leadership, low taxes and the 
Principles of Sound Financial Management. As in past years, there will be no increase in taxes. As a matter of fact, 
Peoria has not increased sales or property taxes in more than a decade. The last tax change was a decrease in 
property tax in 2008.

Your city council recently approved the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget of $665 million. It prudently represents the effects 
the global pandemic has had on our primary source of revenue – sales tax. This budget is a 0.75 percent decrease 
from last year with a fully funded 10-year Capital Improvement Program (CIP) of $783.2 million, which provides 
for a variety of major investments in parks, roadways, public safety facilities, and water and sewer infrastructure.

Taking into consideration the current economic situation, it’s important that we balance being cautious with 
spending while also maintaining the exceptional quality of life that our residents expect. 

Recently, Governor Doug Ducey announced next steps in the AZCARES Act, which is $441 million in federal 
funding to be disbursed to all cities, towns, and counties that did not receive direct federal funding. Peoria’s portion will allow us to use 
these dollars to focus on preserving superior public safety, assisting our small businesses, and enhancing our social and human services. 

Public safety remains a top priority. This year’s budget includes new vehicles and equipment for our police department, which will 
allow for a fourth squad during higher call volume times. Patrol vehicles will also receive upgraded computers and updated crime analytic 
software and electronic forensic equipment. Additionally, the Peoria Fire-Medical Department will be receiving critical funding to enhance 
their training efforts with new EMS equipment and arson training. The CIP also includes several projects to expand, rehabilitate and 
improve fire stations.  

Notable community enhancements include a number of neighborhood-focused initiatives, including a neighborhood grant program 
designed to keep neighborhoods strong and vibrant. Additionally, our roadway network is critical, and it remains important that we 
prioritize funding to our streets and traffic signals as we continue developing new and maintaining current roadways.

Creating a balanced budget is one of the most important responsibilities of city government. During this exceptional time, when the 
far-reaching implications of the COVID-19 pandemic remain unknown, we are focused on keeping taxes low, adhering to our sensible 
Principles of Sound Financial Management, and ensuring that every action we take is for the benefit of those that call Peoria home.

I want to hear your ideas on how to make our city an even better place to live. Share your ideas at mayor@peoriaaz.gov, or stay 
connected with me on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 

PALO VERDE DISTRICT - VICE MAYOR MICHAEL FINN
In the past, I’ve highlighted the seamless collaboration with my fellow councilmembers when working on our city’s 
budget. This year was the same with the exception of the unprecedented challenge of COVID-19. In fact the pan-
demic crisis forced us to think outside of the box and I’m proud to say that council and city staff worked well to 
support our local businesses, continue services without interruption, and keep in touch with residents regarding 
guidelines to keep all residents as safe as possible. We continue to work as a team as the challenges are presented. 

Projects were completed in parts of our district. In the Crown Point community, we replaced streetlight poles 
that were significantly aged and worn. The poles were replaced and outfitted with new LED fixtures as well. LEDs 
were also retrofitted on Sweetwater from 71st to 75th Avenues.  

The entire Oakwood community from 67th to 75th Avenues between Cactus and Thunderbird Roads got a lot 
of love in fiscal year 2020. Every Peoria-owned, paved road was treated in this square mile, including total recon-
struction in some areas. During the paving project, our Public Works Department received a handwritten note 
from a young observer, asking questions about how they manage traffic and pedestrians during a project. The city 

staff and contractor crews took the time to meet and interact with the young resident and were able to make him an honorary member 
of the construction team with a hard hat, vest and some other Public Works swag. The crewmembers felt like rock stars. We look forward 
to seeing this young man join the Public Works team someday.  

The Palo Verde District is also home to the amazing Rio Vista Community Center. Classes, events and programs are available year round 
and I encourage our residents to take the opportunity to enroll and participate. There are also a variety of community outreach events 
that take place at Rio Vista such as the Homeless Outreach event twice a year. It is a privilege that our district is the location where pos-
itive things are happening. 

I look forward to serving the Palo Verde District in the coming year. If you would like to receive my e-news updates, sign up at  
www.peoriaaz.gov/paloverde or email InetPaloVerde@peroiaaz.gov.

ACACIA DISTRICT - MAYOR PRO TEM VICKI HUNT
On the heels of the spring pandemic shelter-in-place order, which slowed communities drastically, many local not-
for-profit organizations ramped up their efforts into high gear. Congress approved the Cornavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act to provide fast and direct assistance in cities and towns. Supplemental Commu-
nity Development Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) funds received by Peoria were awarded to several local 
organizations that serve vulnerable adults in and around our community. It was my pleasure to serve on the re-
view committee with some of my council colleagues for funding recommendations.

Many senior adults served by Stepping Up For Seniors have no family and live in social isolation. Their pilot pro-
gram, Loneliness Project, will use funding to provide simple, interactive technology devices that will engage seniors 
through social support and encourage social interaction. One Step Beyond provides service and programs to indi-
viduals with intellectual challenges. The organization’s goal is to help individuals become fully participating members 
of our community. Their culinary program initially teaches students to work in a kitchen, learning basic cooking 
skills needed for independent living. Students often progress to the Catering Program, which provides employment 

training in the food service industry. The organization will use funding for personal protective equipment needed for these other organi-
zational programs. Deep Within Rehab Center is a drug and alcohol recovery facility that uses the development of work skills as a neces-
sary tool for clients to remain abstinent from substances. This organization will use funding for increased operations at the shelter. Cen-
tral Arizona Shelter Services (CASS) is Arizona’s largest emergency homeless shelter. The pandemic heightened the challenge to find safe 
housing for the elderly and those with chronic health conditions. CASS will use funding to utilize a hotel property in Phoenix where basic 
services can be provided onsite for homeless senior adults.

The city will use some of the CDBG-CV funds directly for small business support and assistance with payment of rent, mort-
gage, and utilities.  

You may contact my office at 623-773-7306 or at acacia@peoriaaz.gov. To begin receiving Acacia E-News, send an email with 
“subscribe” in the subject line. We won’t share your contact information, but you will get timely updates about local news.

PEORIA REMAINS POISED AMIDST CHANGE

CITY COUNCIL ROUNDUP
-- Mayor Cathy Carlat



important issues in their communities and 
work toward finding solutions. The city of 
Peoria’s staff members regularly speak to 
the group. The Pine District Business Ad-
visory Committee meets this month to 
address the needs of our local business-
es. To participate, contact my office at  
623-773-7785.

Other accomplishments this year include 
finding solutions to secure our park facili-
ties, repairing and resurfacing our residen-
tial and collector streets in the district and 
retrofitting our streetlights with LEDs on 
our busy collector roads. Also, I am happy 
to report there are new businesses bring-
ing many new jobs and more housing to 
the city. 

WILLOW DISTRICT 
COUNCILMEMBER JON EDWARDS

Four Willow Dis-
trict intersection 
corners are look-
ing more festive 
through a success-
ful pilot program 
with the Peoria 
Unified School Dis-
trict. Even when 
the pandemic closed 
schools, local stu-
dents were able to 

deliver their designs for the new Corner 
Art Wrap Program. A citizen committee 
helped me with an idea aiming to improve 
busy corners where utility boxes dominate 
the landscape. At most big corners, the larg-
est of the shiny silver boxes is a traffic sig-
nal box owned by the city. Students at Coy-
ote Hills, Frontier, Sunset Heights, and Zuni 
Hills Elementary Schools were selected to 
create a design for intersections at 87th and 
Lake Pleasant Parkway, 83rd and Lone Cac-
tus, 95th and Deer Valley, and 107th and Wil-
liams. Student designs were re-imaged as 
wraps that were then applied to the signal 
boxes. Due to the pilot program success, 
I am very excited that additional corners 
throughout the city will be busting with col-
or in the coming year.

Also, I have always been interested in en-
hancing the public access to WiFi. My inter-
est was elevated to a new high this spring 
as students suddenly were forced to stay at 
home for school and, they had to rely on 
technology for continued learning. One of 
the great dividers among students for de-
cades has been the digital learning gap. We 
saw it right here in our own community as 
the pandemic left parents without updat-
ed computers to help their children strug-
gle with studies. The school district quickly 
made available thousands of loaner laptops 
for these students. Yet some kids with lim-
ited access to the Internet continued to 
fall behind. This made it next to impossi-
ble to keep up with daily studies. Work-
ing with the city’s Information Technolo-
gy Department, by next year I expect to 
see improved access points at high traffic, 
city-owned buildings, which will provide 
broader, external WiFi service to the pub-
lic. This is a multi-phase project that must 
happen. The focus here is not about kids 
and videogames or social media. Access to 
technology is necessary for the education 
of today’s school age children.

If you would like to receive Willow 
E-News messages, contact my office at  
willow@peoriaaz.gov; just put “subscribe” 
in the subject line. When there is timely in-
formation about construction, events, or 
opportunities, you will see it in e-news.

recreational improvements that are coming 
to the Mesquite District very soon. This fall 
we will celebrate the grand opening of Palo-
ma Community Park, which will bring much 
needed, world class recreation facilities to 
the district. Early next year, Sonoran Moun-
tain Ranch Park will see some wonderful 
improvements, including a shade structure, 
an enhanced playground for youth and fam-
ilies, and an expanded walking pathway with 
refreshed landscaping that will refine the 
charm and function of this great community 
amenity. In addition, we have installed new 
trails and wayfinding signage that is meant 
to keep you in the know. From routes and 
distances to rules and difficulty ratings, the 
trailheads’ informational kiosks and mileage 
markers are a key element to keeping you 
safe and aware while enjoying your outdoor 
activities.

Coming this fall, residents will see the 
Peoria General Plan 2040 on the ballot. Peo-
ria’s general plan serves as a road map for 
growth and development in the city over 
the next 10 to 20 years. Over the last year, 
the Peoria General Plan 2040 was devel-
oped with the help of feedback from resi-
dents and businesses and includes more de-
scriptive land use categories and maps that 
would provide an additional layer of infor-
mation to residents and developers. These 
new land use categories will protect pre-
mium parcels for the highest quality devel-
opment and lifestyle while reaching Peo-
ria’s fullest potential. I would like to thank 
the numerous citizens and members of the 
business community that have provided 
valuable input for Peoria’s future during the 
extensive public engagement process.  

Most importantly, as our community con-
tinues to grow, I look forward to the op-
portunities to work with residents to un-
derstand their needs and vision for the best 
quality of life and future for our city.

PINE DISTRICT 
COUNCILMEMBER DENETTE DUNN

It has been my priv-
ilege to serve the 
Pine District this 
year. Through in-
teraction with our 
businesses and res-
idents, I’ve helped 
them gain access to 
Peoria’s many so-
cial and community 
services. By work-
ing together, we can 

ensure a high quality of life is preserved for 
all of us.

There have been many unique challeng-
es in 2020 leading to closures of our lo-
cal businesses and schools and a loss of 
income for many who already struggle to 
make it. It’s very important to communi-
cate and collaborate in order to support 
each other in times of need. I have linked 
arms with several local churches, business-
es and residents wanting to engage, unite, 
and understand each other’s perspectives, 
fears, and concerns in a safe place with peo-
ple willing to address difficult topics. We all 
have different backgrounds, political affilia-
tions and ethnicities. This is an opportuni-
ty for growth and to gain understanding of 
each other’s experiences through respect-
ful, positive conversations and debates. We 
can make a difference in our community. It’s 
only a start but an important step to en-
sure we educate ourselves on how we can 
all work together. If you live in or have a 
business in the Pine District and would like 
to be a part of the conversation, email me at  
pine@peoriaaz.gov.

I started the Pine District Citizen Advi-
sory Committee with the intent of bring-
ing Pine residents together to discuss the 

IRONWOOD DISTRICT 
COUNCILMEMBER BILL PATENA

Although this year 
has been a little 
different from oth-
ers, there is still 
plenty going on in 
the Ironwood Dis-
trict. With new de-
velopments, road-
way improvements, 
autonomous cars 
and more, the dis-
trict saw a little of 

everything this year! Throughout all of it, 
I have been working with my constituents 
and city staff to ensure the needs of our 
community is continually being met. 

Right at the heart of our city is the P83 
Entertainment District and it truly is a 
pleasure to represent such a jewel. This 
past year the entertainment district host-
ed a number of great events that attract-
ed crowds from all over the Valley. Return-
ing for its second year was the Peoria Film 
Fest. With more than 15 showcases and a 
weekend full of fun activities, I truly hope 
we can make this festival an annual tradi-
tion. And, despite the unexpected cancel-
lation of spring training, the Peoria Sports 
Complex was still put to good use through 
a variety of family-friendly events like family 
movie nights on the field and the Hallow-
een Monster Bash. 

As many of you know, honoring our vet-
erans is a personal passion of mine. Last 
September, I was very excited to be a part 
of the unveiling of the enhanced Senator 
John McCain Vietnam Veterans Memori-
al Plaza. These enhancements include seat-
ing, more trees and architectural elements, 
which promote comfort and quiet reflec-
tion at the memorial. 

Other items worth noting include the 
completed roadway design enhancements 
to our Auto District, and the much-antic-
ipated completion of the Beardsley Road 
pavement preservation. Though the cause 
of many headaches, this project helps en-
sure Beardsley remains in good con-
dition with minimal work for at least  
another decade. 

It has been an honor for me to serve the 
Ironwood District as councilmember for 
another year and I look forward to many 
more. If you see me in the streets or in the 
store, be sure to say hi! Finally, be sure sign 
up for my e-alerts at www.peoriaaz.gov/
ironwood and follow me on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/ironwooddistrict 
to stay up to date on the latest city news. 

MESQUITE DISTRICT
COUNCILMEMBER 

BRIDGET BINSBACHER
We have faced ma-
ny challenges this 
year, but there are 
so many bright 
spots to focus on 
that give us pride 
and hope as we 
move forward to-
gether. Our city’s 
response to our 
citizens and busi-
nesses during this 

pandemic was immediate, strategic and in-
spiring. The outreach programs and com-
munication efforts helped many to weather 
this unique challenge and stay connected. 
Despite the significant loss of city revenue, 
staff was able to provide a balanced budget 
that ensures core services and programs 
can be maintained. Public safety will contin-
ue to be a priority.

I am also excited about several significant 

For the full 2020 trash/recycle 
pickup schedule, call 623-773-7160 
or visit peoriaaz.gov/solidwaste.


