
        

  

 

    
     

         
         

     
            

            
         

    
  

   
  

   
 

   
    

    
        

   
   

  
   

 
   

  

       
    

          
       

  
        

    
       

       
       

     
             

       
      

         
         

         
        

       

  

   

  
   

   
   

  

   
        
    

  
        
      

  
        
    

  
        
    

  

   
         
      

   
        
      

   
        
    

    
        
    

   
         
    

   
        
    

  
         
     

  
         
      

CITY OF PEORIA MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT MAY 2020 

Development & Engineering 
GRAND AVENUE & BURLINGTON NORTHERN 

SANTE FE (BNSF) RAILWAY CROSSING 

City staff is working with Peoria Unified School District (PUSD) to remedy the 
decades-old concern of Peoria High School students illegally crossing US60, a 
four-lane state highway known as Grand Avenue, and Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railway (BNSF) tracks. Students are using this property as a shortcut 
to get to and from school. Crossing Grand Avenue and the railway tracks is 
dangerous and is classified as criminal trespassing, a class 3 misdemeanor. 

In 2013, in an effort to 
improve the aesthetics along 
Grand Avenue and to 
prevent student trespassing, 
wrought iron fencing and 
landscape improvements 
were installed between 
Grand Avenue and BNSF 
tracks. This solution has not 
been as effective as hoped. Students have been climbing over, under, and even 
vandalizing the fence to 
create openings to get 
through the fence. A 
recent study identified 
approximately 250 
students cross illegally 
each day. 

The City, ADOT, and BNSF are currently working on the multiple approaches 
to mitigate these concerns including: 

 Installation of No Crossing signs along Grand Avenue and No Trespassing 
signs along BNSF property to reinforce education and enforcement by 
Police and BNSF. 

 Education of students by Police with the Operation Life Saver (OLS) 
Program during the upcoming school year. 

 Installation of hostile landscaping and concrete curbing along the wrought 
iron fencing to further discourage student crossings. The goal is to 
complete the design and construction for this solution by June 2021. 

 Discussion of additional bussing options with PUSD. 
 Initiation of a feasibility study for a pedestrian overpass of Grand Avenue 

between 85th Avenue and 88th Avenue through a grant from the Maricopa 
Association of Governments (MAG). The goal is to complete the feasibility 
study by June 2021 and then work to program the design and construction 
funding. There will be a future meeting to discuss these potential ideas. 

This is a long-standing and complex concern that will require ongoing 
coordination between multiple agencies to make a positive impact on students, 
motorists, and railroad operator safety in this area. 

STATISTICAL INDICATORS 

Capital Improvement Program 

Active Design Projects: 10 
Active Design Costs: $4,257,012 

Active Construction Projects: 10 
Active Construction Costs: $87,622,053 

Site Development 

Civil Reviews Completed 
May 19 May 20 

137 71 

Average Turnaround Time 
May 19 May 20 
13.73 15.53 

Active Design Projects 
May 19 May 20 

81 52 

Active Construction Projects 
May 19 May 20 

193 90 

Building Development 

New Commercial Permits 
May 19 May 20 

1 3 

Tenant Improvement Permits 
May 19 May 20 

7 5 

Total Commercial Permits 
May 19 May 20 

57 35 

New Single Family Permits 
May 19 May 20 

132 90 

Total Residential Permits 
May 19 May 20 

492 413 

Commercial Plan Reviews 
May 19 May 20 

111 50 

Residential Plan Reviews 
May 19 May 20 

652 572 

Rollover Inspections 
May 19 May 20 

95 8 


