
Information for Victims of Crime 
 
The Peoria City Attorney’s Office prosecutes misdemeanor crimes that are committed within the City of 
Peoria.  The City Attorney’s Office has a Victim Assistance Unit located in the Peoria Municipal Court 
building. We provide information to victims about their case.  This includes information about court 
proceedings, victims’ rights, restitution, and referrals to other agencies that assist victims. If you have 
questions, you can contact our office (623)773-7414.  Bilingual assistance for Spanish speaking victims 
is also available.  
 
ABOUT THE INITIAL COMPLAINT: 
The first contact a victim makes in regards to a criminal offense should be with the police department.  If you are 
involved in any type of crime, you must contact the police and report the crime, even if the suspect is not in the area 
of where the incident took place. The police department will determine if there is enough evidence to investigate the 
matter. If so, the police will then decide whether to continue the investigation, make an arrest, cite and release the 
suspect or submit the case to the City Attorney’s Office for consideration of filing charges by way of long-form 
complaint.   
At the time of the incident, the police officer should ask you if you want to exercise your rights as a victim.  The 
officer will present you with a form to sign which indicates that you choose to request or  waive (give up) your rights. 
 If you waive your rights you will not receive any notification from the Victim Assistance Unit. You can 
change your mind about whether or not you want to exercise your rights at any time by contacting our office. You 
will receive notification only if you maintain a current address and phone number with Victim Assistance. 
 
COURT PROCEDURES: 
There will be no court hearings scheduled until a suspect is arrested, a citation is issued or a complaint is filed by 
the City Attorney.  If an arrest is made, an Initial Appearance will take place within 24 hours of the suspect being 
taken into custody. The Judge will determine if a defendant will be released on his/her own recognizance (OR) 
along with a personal promise to return to court.  When released OR, defendants are not required to post bail or 
bond because it is believed that they have sufficient community ties to assure their appearance in court. The Judge 
may require additional provisions with respect to contact with the victim. You can request to be notified by the police 
of the defendant’s release and the conditions of that release.  
 
ARRAIGNMENT: When a citation or complaint is issued (without an arrest), the first court date will be the 
Arraignment. If the defendant is in custody, the Arraignment will sometimes take place at the same time as the 
Initial Appearance. At the Arraignment the Judge will inform the defendant of the exact nature of the charges, the 
maximum penalties involved, and advise the defendant of his/her rights by law.  The Judge may also amend any 
previously set release conditions and should contact the victim for input regarding changes. 
At the Arraignment the defendant is asked to make a plea of guilty or not guilty to the charge.  In cases that involve 
victims’ rights, the Judge will typically enter a plea of not guilty on behalf of the defendant so that a Pre-Trial 
Conference can be set. The Pre-Trial Conference will be set for approximately two to four weeks later.  
 
PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE: At the Pre-Trial Conference, the defendant will be offered a plea agreement or 
deferred prosecution agreement. If the offer is accepted, the defendant will typically be sentenced that same day 
and a trial will not take place. If no agreement is reached, the matter will either be set for Trial or set for another 
Pre-Trial Conference. As with all court hearings where the defendant can be present, victims have the right to 
attend Pre-Trial Conferences.  
 
TRIAL:  Trials are set within thirty days after the final Pre-Trial Conference. All witnesses in the case 
including you, the victim, will be subpoenaed to appear in court for trial. Most cases will be tried before 
the Judge but some will be tried in front of a jury. Sometimes it is necessary for the Court to continue trial dates 
for a number of reasons.  
The attorney for the defendant may request an interview with you.  You, as the listed victim or 
parent/legal guardian of a minor child that is exercising victims’ rights on behalf of the minor child, 
have a right to refuse an interview, deposition or other discovery request by the defense.  Should you 
agree to be interviewed, you have the right to establish reasonable conditions for the interview.  Please 
call the Prosecutor’s Office if the defense contacts you regarding an interview. 



 
SENTENCING:  If the defendant is found guilty at trial, the Judge will likely impose sentence on the same day. 
Sometimes a Sentencing Hearing may be scheduled for a separate date.   
 
RESTITUTION HEARING:  You may be entitled to restitution if you suffered economic loss attributable to the 
criminal offense.  This could be in the form of lost wages, medical expenses, damaged property, etc.  Please 
prepare to provide documentation of your economic loss as soon as possible. It is your responsibility to 
make sure the City Attorney’s Office has all information and receipts regarding any restitution claims. 
The Prosecutor will need this documentation in order to request restitution.  If restitution is deemed to be 
appropriate it may be ordered at the time of sentencing or a separate hearing may be necessary. If a separate 
hearing is set it will typically be scheduled for two to four weeks later and you will be required to attend.  
 
If the restitution is ordered, the Court will set up a plan for payment. Depending on the defendant’s financial 
resources, restitution payment(s) may be made over a period of several months. The defendant will make 
payment(s) to the Court and the Court will then issue restitution payment(s) to you, the victim. If restitution is court 
ordered in your case and the defendant fails to comply, you have a right to file a restitution lien against the 
defendant 
 
 
COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
 
Dismiss Charges: 
The Plaintiff in this complaint is the State of Arizona versus the defendant. Therefore, the decision to prosecute lies 
with the State (the City Attorney), not the victim.  A victim does not have the right to have a complaint dismissed.  
However, the victim’s input is very important to the City Attorney’s Office in determining what the outcome of the 
case should be. 
 
Repeat Offenses: 
Any repeat criminal offenses will need to be reported to the Peoria Police Department by calling (623) 773-
8311.  IF IT IS AN EMERGENCY, CALL 9-1-1.   
 
Case Status: 
Except for notice of Initial Appearances and some Arraignment dates (which would be provided through the police 
department), you will be informed of court proceedings through the City Attorney’s Victim Assistance Unit. If at any 
time you haven’t received notification, contact our office as soon as possible.  
 
Conditions of Release: 
You may request a change in the defendant’s release conditions by calling the Victim Assistance Unit at (623) 773-
7414 or the Peoria City Court at (623) 773-7400.  For your protection, you may be asked to appear in person to 
discuss any changes.  
 
Additional Assistance: 
If you need assistance with locating a place to stay, food, counseling or any other referrals, information was 
provided on the “Information For Arizona’s Victims of Crime” form provided by the Police Department.  
Additional resources may be obtained by contacting City of Peoria Victim Assistance at (623) 773-7414.  In 
cases of domestic violence, shelter and counseling referral sources are available. 
 
If you need assistance with paying medical bills, counseling costs or have lost wages as a result of this crime, 
you may be able to obtain assistance through the Victim Compensation Program.  Funds are not guaranteed, 
but a victim of any violent crime may apply for this compensation.  To obtain more information, please contact 
our office at (623) 773-7414 or the Arizona Crime Victim Compensation Program at (602) 506-4955. 
 
 
 


