
         

          

        
      

         

         
               

           

 

          

              

            

            

            

        

          

            

          

        

            

        

            

          

          

              

          

          

          

          

        

        

      

    

          

          

      

          

    

      

              

    

  
         

        

       

        

        

       

       

      

    

   
   
   

   
   

S no n Accent
rt is known for its cact but

Spoon and Desert Milkweed. You

our Sonoran Desert when choosi

plantings near the wall are fro

Chihuahuan Desert.

you wil

ses abo

grass. If you

ut the water use

ernatives, like

on
rou hout

e e cate

arlet of

Superb Penste Paradise

shows dazzling ja Ruellia adds

a splash of pu

es
T , o achieve

tice ho wisted

Bush a onto each

er, suc mander, is

to era opied

trees Vine,

add t clumps

of Be at accent points.

G
o ra s 

The Sonoran Dese i, 

many other plants call this desert their home. 

Consider Desert Lavender, Jojoba, or Desert Marigold. 

There are also great accent plants such as Desert 

can also go beyond 

ng plants. The 

m the nearby 

Child Friendly 
Xeriscape doesn't have to be thorny and unsafe for 

children and pets. All plants in this area are thornless, 

like the Octopus Agave and Elephant’s Food. Grass is 

okay in your landscape as long as you put an 

appropriate amount in an area where l use it. 

Remember though, mature Xeriscape u ut three 

times less water per square foot than 

want to have the green look witho 

and maintenance, consider grass alt 

myoporum and artificial turf. 

Color Explosi 
Different combinations of plants that bloom th g 

the year make this area explode with color! Angelita 

Daisies, Blackfoot Daisies, and Bougainvillea bloom 

nearly year-round. In the fall you can enjoy the snowy 

blooms of Littleleaf Cordia. In the spring, th d li 

color of Red Fairy Duster and the deep sc 

mon are visible. Red Bird of 

orange-red color while Ba 

rple in the summer. 

Northern Latitud 
his area uses dense dark green foliage t 

a woodsy feel. No w the leaves on T 

Myrtle and Sugar re tightly packed 

branch. Groundcov h as Creeping Ger 

l nt of the shade created by dense-can 

such as Holly Oak. Vines, such as Lilac 

o the denseness of this area. The bold 

argrass make for gre 
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DYSSODIA BOUGAINVILLEA GOLDEN BARREL CACTI 

DESERT LAVENDER PENSTEMON ANGELITA DAISIES RUELLIA CAPE HONEYSUCKLE 
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D E S E R T F U S I O N A R D E N 

BBeerrmmuuddaa GGrraassss,, EElleepphhaanntt’’ss FFoooodd,, MMuullggaa, MMyyooppoorruumm,, 

BBuusshh MMoorrnniinngg GGlloorryy,, OOccttooppuuss AAggaavvee,, TTootteemm PPoollee 

CCaaccttuuss 

There are many other plants that are Child Friendly 
in our garden, look for thornless varieties. 

HHoollllyy OOaakk,, TTrraaiilliinngg RRoosseemmaarryy,, CCrreeeeppiinngg GGeerrmmaannddeerr,,

MMyyrrttllee,, TTwwiisstteedd MMyyrrttllee,, SSuuggaarr BBuusshh,, TTrruummppeettccrreeeeppeerr,,

AArriizzoonnaa GGrraappee IIvvyy,, LLaaddyy BBaannkk’’ss RRoossee,, LLiillaacc VViinnee,,

CChhooccoollaattee FFlloowweerr,, MMiissttfflloowweerr,, MMtt.. LLeemmmmoonn MMaarriiggoolldd,,

CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa--ffuucchhssiiaa,, BBeeaarrggrraassss

DDeesseerrtt MMuusseeuumm PPaalloo VVeerrddee,, DDeesseerrtt--wwiillllooww,, CChhaassttee 

TTrreeee,, MMeexxiiccaann BBlluuee FFaann PPaallmm,, RReeggaall MMiisstt MMuuhhllyy,, 

PPuurrppllee TTrraaiilliinngg LLaannttaannaa,, RRoocckkyy PPooiinntt IIccee PPllaanntt,, 

BBoouuggaaiinnvviilllleeaa,, RReedd BBiirrdd ooff PPaarraaddiissee,, BBaajjaa FFaaiirryy 

DDuusstteerr,, RReedd FFaaiirryy DDuusstteerr,, LLiittttlleelleeaaff CCoorrddiiaa,, WWeeeeppiinngg 

DDaalleeaa,, VVaalleennttiinnee EErreemmoopphhiillaa,, MMeexxiiccaann HHoonneeyyssuucckkllee,, 

CCoommppaacctt TTeexxaass RRaannggeerr,, BBaajjaa RRuueelllliiaa,, QQuueeeenn''ss 

WWrreeaatthh,, PPuurrppllee OOrrcchhiidd VViinnee,, YYeellllooww OOrrcchhiidd VViinnee,, 

MMoossss VVeerrbbeennaa,, SSuuppeerrbb PPeennsstteemmoonn,, BBlluuee SSaaggee,, 

AAnnggeelliittaa DDaaiissyy,, SSaannddppaappeerr VVeerrbbeennaa,, VVaarriieeggaatteedd 

AAggaavvee,, PPaarrrryy''ss AAggaavvee,, WWeebbeerr''ss AAggaavvee,, DDaawwee''ss AAllooee,, 

CCaappee AAllooee,, GGoollddeenn BBaarrrreell CCaaccttuuss,, BBeeaavveerrttaaiill 

PPrriicckkllyy PPeeaarr,, PPuurrppllee PPrriicckkllyy PPeeaarr,, BBlluuee YYuuccccaa 

IIrroonnwwoooodd,, VVeellvveett MMeessqquuiittee,, PPuurrppllee TThhrreeee--aawwnn,, SSiiddeeooaattss 

GGrraammaa,, BBlluuee GGrraammaa,, DDaammiiaanniittaa,, SSuuppeerrssttiittiioonn MMaallllooww,, 

BBuurrssaaggee,, WWoooollllyy BBuutttteerrffllyy BBuusshh,, FFaaiirryy DDuusstteerr,, BBllaacckk DDaalleeaa,, 

BBrriittttlleebbuusshh,, TTuurrppeennttiinnee BBuusshh,, FFllaattttoopp BBuucckkwwhheeaatt,, DDeesseerrtt 

LLaavveennddeerr,, CChhuuppaarroossaa,, CCrreeoossoottee BBuusshh,, VViioolleett SSiillvveerrlleeaaff,, 

CChhiihhuuaahhuuaann SSaaggee,, BBlluuee RRaannggeerr,, JJoojjoobbaa,, TTrriixxiiss,, GGoollddeenneeyyee,, 

BBaahhiiaa,, DDeesseerrtt MMaarriiggoolldd,, SSaaccrreedd DDaattuurraa,, DDyyssssooddiiaa,, 

GGooooddddiinngg''ss--vveerrbbeennaa,, BBllaacckkffoooott DDaaiissyy,, EEvveenniinngg PPrriimmrroossee,, 

RRoocckk PPeennsstteemmoonn,, FFiirreeccrraacckkeerr PPeennsstteemmoonn,, PPaarrrryy''ss 

PPeennsstteemmoonn,, CCaannyyoonn PPeennsstteemmoonn,, GGlloobbeemmaallllooww,, PPaappeerrfflloowweerr,, 

DDeesseerrtt MMiillkkwweeeedd, SSaagguuaarroo, DDeesseerrtt SSppoooonn, CCaannddeelliillllaa,, 

CCooaahhuuiillaann HHeessppeerraallooee,, RReedd HHeessppeerraallooee,, DDeesseerrtt PPrriicckkllyy 

PPeeaarr,, BBaannaannaa YYuuccccaa,, OOrrggaann PPiippee 

CCaassccaalloottee,, SSiissssoooo,, JJeellllyy PPaallmm,, MMeeddiitteerrrraanneeaann FFaann PPaallmm,, 

NNeeww GGoolldd LLaannttaannaa,, YYeellllooww DDoott,, TTeexxaass OOlliivvee,, SSaann MMaarrccooss 

HHiibbiissccuuss,, FFiirreeccrraacckkeerr BBuusshh,, RRuueelllliiaa,, OOrraannggee BBeellllss,, YYeellllooww 

BBeellllss,, CCaappee HHoonneeyyssuucckkllee,, DDwwaarrff WWhhiittee RRuueelllliiaa,, DDwwaarrff 

BBlluuee RRuueelllliiaa,, DDwwaarrff PPiinnkk RRuueelllliiaa,, CCoorraall RRaaiinn LLiillyy,, 

SSmmooootthh AAggaavvee,, SSaaggoo PPaallmm 

Tropical Oasis 
It’s easy to achieve a tropical look without the high 

water use! The trick is choosing and arranging the 

proper plants. Select broadleaf plants with dark green 

foliage and large flowers. Try plants like Sago palm 

with its large fronds, Cape Honeysuckle with its dark 

leaves, and San Marcos Hibiscus with its showy 

flowers. Palm trees always make your landscape feel 

more tropical. Jelly Palm and Mediterranean Fan 

Palm are two great candidates. 

Child Friendly �� 
Color Explosion �� 

Northern Latitudes �� 
Sonoran Accents �� 

Tropical Oasis �� 
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H
istory

of the Desert Fusion Garden 

In 2005, the city of Peoria Utilities 
Department had a special opportunity to 
demonstrate a commitment to water 
conservation. An idea was born to remove 
the existing turf/grass mounds in front of 

City Hall and replace them with beautiful, low water use 
landscaping, also known as Xeriscape. 

By November 2005, the grass was removed and replaced with low 
water use plants from deserts around the 
world. 

Purple Trailing Lantana, Elephant 
Food, Jelly Palm, and an Afghan Pine are 
but a few varieties that were added to the 
garden. Decomposed granite, decorative 
boulders, irrigation system, lighting, benches, 

and shade structures were key elements to the garden’s design. The 
Desert Fusion Garden is divided into five display areas, giving 
residents several options when considering their own landscape. 

In 2006, the garden received the W
ESTMARC Best of the W

est Award 
and the Valley Forward Environmental 
Excellence Award of Merit. 

Today this area 
serves as an oasis for employees and 
visitors; it provides a place to learn about 
Xeriscape and the role it plays in landscape 
water conservation. 

Although Xeriscape is important to water conservation in the desert, 
it is often a misunderstood concept. A common misperception of 
Xeriscape is that it is nothing but rock and cacti. The Desert Fusion 
Garden shows that Xeriscape is beautiful, colorful, and inviting. 

For information on our rebate program, water saving tips, and free 
classes, go to w

w
w

.conserve@
peor aaz.gov.


