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Habitat for Humanity to
Build 17 Homes in Peoria

The dream of home ownership will
become a reality this year for 17 lucky
families thanks in part to a joint
venture between the City of Peoria
and Habitat for Humanity of the West
Valley, who are partnering to build an
entire neighborhood in south Peoria.

The first Habitat for Humanity
neighborhood in Peoria will be located
at 83" Avenue and Varney Road and
will cover about three acres. It will
house more than 60 people in a
combination of single family homes
and duplexes, and contain its own
neighborhood park.

“We are thrilled to be a part of this
wonderful effort to provide affordable,
quality housing for families,” said
Bill Patena, Peoria’s Neighborhood
Services Manager. “The city remains
committed to enhancing the quality
of life in our neighborhoods and in
investing in our community - we love

being part of projects like this.”
The City Council Not-for Profit
Funding Subcommittee awarded a

Road Construction Update:

$217,000 community development
block grant this year to assist

Habitat for Humanity with project
infrastructure costs. Habitat has
applied for another $115,000 grant
which is pending approval by the City
Council. If approved, the city will
have contributed approximately 25
percent of total project costs.

Each Habitat for Humanity affiliate
is responsible for its own fund raising.

“The city has been not only
generous in its funding, but extremely
supportive throughout the entire
process - from the planners to the
engineers - we could not be more
pleased,” said Doug Parker, planner
and designer for Habitat for Humanity
of the West Valley.

Since 2001, Peoria has awarded
$343,000 dollars to Habitat for
affordable housing programs. Habitat
for Humanity International is a
nonprofit organization that partners
with low-income working families,
sponsors and communities to build

Spring 2005

Habitat for Humanity volunteers are used to building homes for working families. This
summer in Peoria, they will build a whole neighborhood.

affordable quality homes and to homes can often be purchased for half

provide support services that promote of what similar homes would sell for.
successful home purchase and Habitat for Humanity is looking
ownership. for volunteers from all backgrounds
Potential home buyers must for its support committees and
invest substantial amounts of “sweat construction labor.

equity” time in the rehabilitation or . .
For more information or to

volunteer, contact Habitat for
Humanity Volunteer Coordinator
Bertha Orona at 623-583-2417 or
visit www.habitatwestvalley.org

construction of their home, and are
then allowed to purchase the home

at cost. With the property, much

of the building supplies and all the
contractor work donated, new Habitat

&

Intersection Improvements at

83rd Avenue & Union Hills

Significant design improvements and additional traffic lanes will be built
beginning in April/May to help move larger volumes of traffic through the 83rd
Avenue and Union Hills Drive intersection. These improvements include: one
additional through-lane on the north side of Union Hills Drive from the Loop 101
to 84th Avenue; a dedicated right-turn lane from Union Hills onto a dedicated
lane on northbound 83rd Avenue (not subject to the intersection traffic signal);
an additional right turn lane eastbound on Union Hills Drive to southbound 83rd
Avenue; and one additional through-lane on the south side of Union Hills from 84th
Avenue to 83rd Avenue. Work also includes drainage system adjustments, widening
of the existing bridge over the New River at Union Hills Drive and traffic signal and
street lighting modifications.

“This is a significant amount of work for an area with significant need,” said
Dave M yiy Engineer. “Every effort will be made to keep traffic moving

restrictions. However, it may be necessary for folks to allow
ravel in that area due to the construction.”

Il be maintained in each direction on 83rd Avenue during prime
.m. to 7 p.m.) and access for residents, businesses and emergency
be impaired. To help alleviate daytime traffic disruption, some
ening hours. Construction is estimated to last

e Traffic Engineering Di n at$23-773-7224
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83rd Avenue and Union Hills Drive

ADDITIONAL THROUGH LANE <

BECOMES RIGHT TURN LANE FOR BUSINESS ACCESS

ADDITIONAL THROUGH LANE —>

DEDICATED RIGHT TURN LANE =y
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A NEW RIGHT TURN ONLY LANE

NOT SUBJECT TO INTERSECTION TRAFFIC SIGNAL

Intersection improvements at 83rd Avenue & Union Hills Drive will begin in April/May.
Access through the busy intersection will be maintained during peak hours.




CITY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

January

o Approved the final design and authorized the construction and proposed financing
plan for the Peoria Center for the Performing Arts, a community theater that will be
built by the city in downtown Peoria and leased to Theater Works, Arizona’s oldest
community theater group.

o Approved an intergovernmental agreement with the Arizona Department of
Transportation (ADOT) for intersection improvements at 83 Avenue & Thunderbird

Road. Improvements include dual left turn lanes from northbound 83" to westhound

Thunderbird and a dedicated right turn lane from eastbound Thunderbird to
southbound 83™. Nearly $600,000 of the $1.4 million project cost will come from
federal funding, administered by ADOT.

February

o Approved the annexation of 999 acres of land located southwest of 99t Avenue
& Dynamite Boulevard. A master planned development known as Tierra Del Rio
is planned for the area. Bringing the development from unincorporated Maricopa
County into the city limits provides for efficient delivery of services in the area.

o Approved a contract for the design and construction of Paseo Verde Park, located
near 75™ Avenue & Greenway Road. Planned park amenities include softball
and soccer fields, play and picnic structures, and a basketball court (for more
information, visit www.peoriaaz.com/parks).

March

o Re-zoned approximately 20 acres at the southeast corner of Lake Pleasant Parkway
& Happy Valley Road from residential to planned area development to allow for a
retail shopping center known as Lake Pleasant Center.

o Adopted tougher design standards for non-residential development that includes
new requirements for “big box” stores. Any store over 100,000 square feet now
requires a conditional use permit and must be located within regional/community
commercial designated areas, and must also integrate prominent architectural and
landscape features to improve the overall project appearance.

e Honored Police Communications Specialist Michelle Dobrosky, who was named
Arizona’s 2004 Telecommunicator (public safety dispatcher) of the Year by the
Association of Public Safety Communications Officials International.

April

o Amended the Peoria City Code to establish requirements for early citizen

participation in rezoning cases. Applicants and developers requesting rezoning must

now prepare a citizen participation plan for city approval as part of any rezoning
request.

o Approved an agreement with Arizona Diamondbacks Charities for the development
of a “Field of Dreams” youth baseball facility at Varney Park. Plans for the field
include bleachers, dugouts, a scoreboard and field lighting.

o Adopted a Citizen’s Transportation Committee recommendation to place a .3% sales
tax increase dedicated to funding local transportation projects and services before
the city’s voters in September. This election will take place on September 13t
- look for more information about this issue this summer.

Mayor’s Report

Recently the City of Peoria held eight election information “Town Hall”
meetings to provide details on May’s bond election. On May 17, 2005, Peoria
voters will be asked to decide on bond propositions that would provide funding
for major projects and construction of city infrastructure over the next 10 to 15
years.

The purpose of these meetings was to ensure that the community has a say in
future transportation plans and the financial resources needed to pay for them.
The city has a $1 billion infrastructure need. The passage of Proposition 400 last
November took care of just over half of the needs and if Peoria voters approve the
bonds in May it will cover about half of the leftover gap. But, we still have more
to do.

Prior to the Town Halls, I appointed 36 Peoria residents to one of two
committees. The citizen’s transportation committee focused specifically on
transportation issues identifying nearly $200 million in additional unfunded
street and transportation projects (and service needs) in addition to currently
available funding for local road projects. The final recommendation to address
this funding gap is a .3% sales tax increase dedicated to funding transportation
projects and services. City Council is expected to explore the recommendation of
the committee in May.

The citizens’ bond committee looked at all of the other capital needs of
the city. These volunteers spent many hours working with city staff to review
transportation and other capital needs and help prioritize these projects. Their
work was to advise the City Council regarding what should be placed before the
voters.

The citizen’s bond committee received general guidance from the City Council
in advance that the total dollar amount proposed for any bond financing had to
be supportable without increasing the city’s current property tax rate (which has
not been raised in seven years).

It has been a priority of the City Council to live within the financial
boundaries of our property tax rate. As Peoria has grown, new development and
increased property values have allowed us to increase the number of projects we
are able to complete without raising the property tax rate.

That does not, however, change the need for citizen approval of all proposed
bond financing, which is why four separate bond issues totaling $286.5 million
(in 2004 dollars) will go before voters on May 17, 2005. Even though it will not
increase taxes, state law requires that municipalities seek the approval of the
city’s voters before issuing debt.

The proposed bond package addresses much of the city’s capital infrastructure
and facility needs for the next few years. Within this package are streets,
parks, public safety, drainage, and water and wastewater projects that form the
backbone of the city's service delivery system.

As the city develops it impacts everything from finances to fire protection,
street maintenance to sports recreation programs, building safety to buying
library books - it is the responsibility of the city to try and balance the growth.
It is necessary, however, that we do everything possible to make this growth
meet the best interests of our community.

The average citizen plays as important role as any in this process - by staying
informed and exercising their right to vote. I hope to see you at the polls on May 17.

Mayor John C. Keegan

CITY COUNCIL

zocalomall.com

Contact the Mayor and Council
by calling 623-773-7306.

Council Meetings are held the first and
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in
the Peoria City Council Chamber,
8401 West Monroe Street

Call the City Clerk's Office at
623-773-7340 for
agendas or more information.

Council agendas, meeting minutes, May 17th!
district maps, and other information are
also available on the city web site at

WWW. peoriaaz.com/council

Acacia District — Councilmember Vicki Hunt

Zocalo Mall is an exciting new addition to the downtown area.
Many traditional Mexican cities have a downtown area - a
zdcalo - that serves as a hub for government services, banking
services, and retail commerce. This is the atmosphere that the
folks at Zocalo Mall are trying to recreate in our downtown

at 83rd Avenue and Peoria Avenue. To learn more, visit www.

Ironwood District - Councilmember Bob Barrett

The Peoria Unified School District, with some financial
assistance from the City of Peoria, is providing teachers

with training for Quest, a program developed by Lions Clubs
International that teaches students how to communicate
effectively and to accept responsibility for their actions. For
more information about Lion’s Quest, contact Ralph Williamson
of the Peoria Sunset Lion’s Club at 623-773-7328.

Mesquite District — Councilmember Cathy Carlat

Much has been said about the role of transportation in the
May bond election. While transportation is of vital importance
to our city, there are also other items included in the proposed
bond funding. One of the amenities that would be funded
through the proposed bonds is a free standing branch library
in north Peoria. No matter what district you live in or what
your views are on the bonds, please take the time to vote on

Palo Verde District — Vice Mayor Pat Dennis

The sixth annual Peoria Youth Government Day, which brings
high school students to City Hall to spend a day with elected
officials and other city leaders, took place on April 1. Peoria’s
Youth Advisory Board, comprised of 19 members in grades 7

- 12, coordinates all aspects of this very impressive annual
event. For more information about the Youth Advisory Board,
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 623-773-7340.

Pine District — Councilmember Carlo Leone

The next time you come to City Hall, take a close look around
the Municipal Complex grounds. A substantial amount of work
has been done to make your city center a safer place to visit.
In the garage adjacent to the Peoria Library, iron grillwork

is in place on the street side and new lighting has been
installed. Both parking garages will also be fitted with video
surveillance systems. Enhanced lighting is being installed
throughout the complex. Keeping citizens and city staff safe is
always our goal.

Willow District — Councilmember Joan Evans

Graffiti is a problem that seems to plague just about every
community across the country. But there is something that
each and every one of us can do to help clean up our city.

If you are out and about and see graffiti, call the City of
Peoria graffiti hotline at 623-773-7094. Leave a detailed
message about the exact location, and our city crews will be
out to take care of the problem. Involved citizens do make a
difference.




More Jobs For
Peorians

As one of nation’s fastest growing
cities, one of Peoria’s biggest challenges
is attracting businesses that provide
high-quality jobs so more Peoria residents
can work in the city they call home.

“Local jobs allow people to live
and work in Peoria without having to
commute to other areas of the Valley,”
said Steve Prokopek, director of the
Economic Development Department. “This
year we're bringing even more businesses
and retailers into our community to meet
that objective, and to help our local
economy.”

The city currently has businesses
with jobs for 24,000 to 25,000 people.
Key employers include Antigua, Oakcraft,
Plaza Del Rio, Bell Road auto dealers and
the Peoria Unified School District.

Projects currently under construction
will bring more employers to the mix.
These include Arrowhead Business Park
II in the vicinity of 91st Avenue and Bell
Road; Thunderbird Office Park at 83rd
Avenue and Thunderbird Road; Arrowhead
Commerce Center at 83rd Avenue and
Skunk Creek; Peoria Crossing Commerce
Park at 91st and Northern Avenues;
and Cibola Vista Resort and Spa at Lake
Pleasant Parkway and Jomax Road.

Cibola Vista will be the largest resort
built in the West Valley since completion
of the Wigwam Resort in 1929. Once

Water Reuse
Provides Additional
Resources

Peoria’s Vistancia residents will be
the first to see purple pipes running
through their golf courses, parks and
school grounds, but it's not a quirky
design element - these colorful pipes are
bringing a valuable water resource to the city.

These distinctively colored pipes,
which are completely separate from the
drinking water system, designate that
reclaimed water is being used. Water
reclamation means capturing, treating,
and reusing water from wastewater.

Vistancia residents are served by
the Jomax Water Reclamation Facility,
which uses state-of-the-art treatment
and disinfection technologies to process
wastewater. After treatment to meet
stringent federal and state requlations,
the water may be used for a variety of
non-drinking purposes such as irrigation
on golf courses, parks and other
landscaped areas. Reclaimed water is
never used for drinking or swimming areas.

“Water reuse will help us diversify
and preserve our future water supply,”
said Brad Hill, Water Resources Manager.
“Because less drinking water is being
used for irrigation or aesthetic purposes
like decorative fountains, reclaimed water
will ease the demand on our groundwater
and surface water resources.”

Recent office and industrial developments
mean more local job opportunities.

completed, the five-star resort will
consist of 240 two-bedroom timeshare
units, a 101-room boutique hotel and
an 8,000 square-foot spa. The resort is
expected to employ approximately 100
people.

Other projects slated to begin this
year include the Reliance Development at
91st and Olive Avenues; offices adjacent
to the Peoria Sports Complex; Mack
Industrial Park at Thunderbird Road and
Loop 101; Olive Avenue Industrial Park
at Olive Avenue and Loop 101; and three
new car dealerships at 92nd Avenue and
Bell Road.

All of this activity is expected to
bring a significant number of new job
opportunities to the area. Even with
that, Peoria’s Economic Development
Department is continuing efforts to bring
larger major employers to the city so more

Peoria residents can work close to home.
For more information, contact the
Economic Development Dept.
at 623-773-7735

Peoria’s Vistancia makes use of reclaimed
water for entrance features, park,
landscaping, and golf course irrigation.

While the Jomax facility currently
is Peoria’s only plant with water reuse
capabilities, the city is committed to
diversifying use of its water resources.

When the Butler Water Reclamation
Facility (79th and Butler Avenues) opens
in June 2009, 10 million gallons per
day will be added to the city’s reclaimed
water resource portfolio. Opportunities
to use reclaimed water near the plant
site or transmit it via “purple pipe” to
irrigate parks or rights of way nearby
are being explored. Reclaimed water may
also be recharged back into the local
groundwater aquifer, earning the city
credits that allow pumping additional
groundwater for drinking use.

Peoria already enjoys a diverse water
resource portfolio of treated surface water
from separate sources supplemented
by groundwater. Using reclaimed water
where drinking water isn't needed only
strengthens the city’s water resources for

the future.
For more information contact the
Utilities Dept. at 623-773-7286
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Voters Will Decide Peoria’s Future
on May 17

Peoria voters will be asked to make some very important decisions on May 17.
The issues on the ballot are:

Prop. 100 - City Charter Amendment, Powers & Duties of the City Council
Approval of Prop. 100 would eliminate the need for emergency measures to be
read twice prior to Council passage, give the city more flexibility in its time

line for publishing city ordinances and emergency measures due to the varying
schedules of different publications used by the city, and clean up some language
in the Charter. A “Yes” vote on Prop. 100 shall adopt the proposed charter
amendment, a “No” vote shall leave the charter unchanged.

Prop. 101 - City Charter Amendment, Elected Official Salaries

Submitted by the Citizens Commission on Elected Official Salaries, Prop. 101
would allow the Commission to make recommendations on salaries every two
years rather than the current four years. Due to the reduced period of time
between recommendations, Prop. 101 also would reduce the amount of salary
adjustment for the Mayor and City Council that could be adopted without a vote
of the people from less than 9% to less than 5.1%. A “Yes” vote on Prop. 101
shall adopt the proposed charter amendment, a “No” vote shall leave the charter
unchanged.

Prop. 102 - City Charter Amendment, City Manager & City Aftorney Evaluations
Adoption of Prop. 102 would formalize the annual reviews of both the City
Manager and City Attorney, requiring each position to be evaluated annually.

A “Yes” vote on Prop. 102 shall adopt the proposed charter amendment, a “No”
vote shall leave the charter unchanged.

Prop. 300 - Zoning Referendum, Lake Pleasant Pkwy. and Happy Valley Pkwy.
A referendum on rezoning approximately 40 acres of property on the southwest
corner Lake Pleasant Parkway and Happy Valley Parkway (Happy Valley Road
becomes Happy Valley Parkway west of Lake Pleasant Parkway) from Residential
Mobile Home (RMH-3) to Planned Area Development (PAD)—Commercial.

This change would permit a large commercial retail use under the City’s C-2
(Community Commercial) zoning district - a shopping center called Lake Pleasant
Pavilions is planned for this site based upon this rezoning. This referendum will
decide whether that rezoning is upheld or rejected. A “Yes” vote on Prop. 300
shall affirm the City Council’s decision to rezone the property, a “No” vote shall
overturn the City Council’s decision to rezone the property.

Prop. 301 - Zoning Referendum, Lake Pleasant Pkwy. and Happy Valley Rd.

A referendum on rezoning approximately 55 acres of property on the northeast
corner of Lake Pleasant Parkway and Happy Valley Road from Suburban Ranch
(SR-43) to Planned Area Development (PAD)—Commercial. This change would
permit a large commercial retail use under the City’s C-2 (Community Commercial)
zoning district - a shopping center called Peoria Center Point is planned for this
site based upon this rezoning. This referendum will decide whether that rezoning
is upheld or rejected. A “Yes” vote on Prop. 301 shall affirm the City Council’s
decision to rezone the property, a “No” vote shall overturn the City Council’s
decision to rezone the property.

Prop. 302 - City Office Building

Prop. 302 allows Peoria voters to determine whether the City is authorized to
construct a city office building at the southwest corner of the City Hall complex
(8401 W. Monroe St.) as part of the city’s 10-year Capital Improvement Plan. The
Peoria City Charter requires voters to specifically authorize construction of city
office buildings that exceed $500,000 in cost. A “Yes” vote on Prop. 302 shall
authorize the city to spend public funds to construct a city office building, a
“No” vote will disallow expending public funds to construct a city office building.

Bond Questions

In addition to these important propositions, citizens will be asked to
consider four separate bond questions which address much of the city’s capital
infrastructure and facility needs in the coming years. Within this package are
dozens of street, parks, public safety drainage, and water and wastewater projects
that form the backbone of the city’s service delivery system. Some of the more
high-profile projects proposed for bond funding include: over $10 million for
upgrading the city’s public safety radio system; $3.7 million to construct a Police
Department northern precinct station; $2.1 million to develop Peoria’s mountain
trails system; $11.5 million to build a playing field oriented community park at
83rd and Olive Avenues; $7.6 million to build two new fire stations; $4.1 million
to widen Deer Valley Road between 91st and 83rd avenues; $4 million toward
the Beardsley Road Connection at Loop 101; $6.1 million for improvements to
Northern Avenue; and $20.4 million to improve Happy Valley Road from Lake
Pleasant Parkway to 67th Avenue.

For more information on these election issues, visit

www.peoriaaz.com/election05 or call the
Communications and Public Affairs Department at 623-773-7000
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Sun  Mon Tue Wed Thu

G April 2 Peoria’s Pioneer Days, Johnny

Osuna Park & Oldtown Peoria, 6:30 a.m.

May 24 *City Council Study Session,
City Hall, 4 p.m.

Verotlo R (> el
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Cactus Rd. Widening - 89th Ave. to 91st Ave.

This project will widen this section of Cactus Road to five lanes and provide
dedicated right-turn lanes from westbound Cactus to northbound Loop 101 and
from northbound 91st. Ave. to eastbound Cactus. Resurfacing of the roadway,
street lighting, sidewalks and under-grounding of overhead utilities are
included. Construction is underway and expected to be completed in September

2005.

83rd Ave. & Thunderbird Rd. Intersection Improvements

This project will provide roadway widening to accommodate dual left turn lanes
from northbound 83rd to westbound Thunderbird and a dedicated right turn
lane from eastbound Thunderbird to southbound 83rd. Right of way acquisition
and utility relocation is in progress, which will be followed by the construction
bid process and approximately seven to nine months of construction time.

Lake Pleasant Parkway

This project will widen Lake Pleasant Parkway from Williams Road to the new
West Wing Parkway (1 mile north of Jomax Road) to 4 lanes with bike lanes.
Traffic signals will be constructed at Pinnacle Peak Road and Happy Valley Road
intersections. Construction is expected to be completed by Spring of 2006.

For more information on these or other road construction projects in
Peoria, contact the Engineering Department at 623-773-7210.
For a current list of major road closures and lane restrictions, visit:

www.peoriaaz.com/roadclosures
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< I (Info: 602-789-7222) tCall the Planning Division (623-773- R [ ) NO(
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+ AM/PM Program ..........cccccceeeiieiiinanccnancnnne 773-7137 Llibrary (Sunrise Mountain Branch)........... 487-5150 ;
E Building Inspections...........ccccccceeeeuriennnnenn. 773-7225 Mayor and Council Offices....................... 773-7306 E
' City Aftorney’s Office............ccevenennnenene. 773-7330 Parks and Recreation................c.ceeuennees 773-7137
E City Clerk’s Office......cccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiana, 773-7340 Peoria Job Hotline ............ccccccciiinana. 773-7105 E I peoriaaz.com/e-news
' City Manager's Office.........cccccceeieiecnnnncas 773-7300 Peoria Municipal Court..................ccc....... 773-7400 ]
' Code Compliance................cceveurnenneene. 773-7162 Planning and ZoNiNg ........c.ccceeeveeeeecveeeennne 773-7200:
» Community Center................cccccceeeeeiii i 773-7436 Police (non-emergency)..........ccecececucucee. 773-8311; v
Community Development..............cc.ci.... 773-7200. Solid Waste Billing...........cccceevurvevevrvennnnnen. 773-7160
! Dial-a-Ride........ccooererieicii 773-7435 - Solid Waste Collection.....................c........ 773-7431; Get the latest city news delivered via
. Fire Department (non-emergency)......... 773-7279 Street Maintenance..............ccccccveueurnee.. 773-7432; e-mail. Sign up for Peoria Snapshots, the
£ GIQHfi HOMINE <..cc.cocorcercrrcrrcrrcrs s 773-7094  Water Billing / SEIVICe .......rrveeeveeeeeeerrr 773-7160 ) city’s electronic newsletter, at
= Library (Main)..........cooeeeeeerevenensseensssssenesens 773-7555 WQtEr LEAKS......vveenreverneresrenssesensssssenssssnnss 773-7433: www.peoriaaz.com/e-news
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