CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA e LK
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION ~ Amend No.

Date Prepared: May 28, 2008 Council Meeting Date: June 3, 2008

TO: Peoria City Council

THROQUGH: Terry Eliis, City Manager /

FROM: James Mason, Assistant to the City Manager%\;\/\/

SUBJECT:  Resolution on the City's position regarding the location of a proposed Arizona
Public Service power line

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council review and adopt a resolution expressing the City of Peoria’s position that a
proposed Arizona Public.Service power fine corridor should be located on the State Route 74
alignment.

SUNMMARY:

Arizona Public Service (APS) is currently considering two potential corridors through Peoria that
will connect the TS-9 substation in Peoria to the TS-5 substation in Buckeye. The two potential
routes include an alignment along State Route 74 (SR74) and one along Carefree Highway,
three miles south of SR74.

The Carefree Highway alignment crosses an area of Peoria that currently contains Vistancia, a
nationally recognized master planned community and Saddleback Heights a planned community
north of Vistancia. Residents and developers in the area are adamantly opposed to the Carefree
Highway alignment. In addition to the master planned residential component in the area, the
Peoria General plan designates a significant portion of this proposed alignment as mountain
preserve and desert open space. The installation of 120-foot tali, high voltage transmission lines
in the area would not be compatible with existing and future development.

In contrast the SR74 alignment will place the power corridor along the current location of a two
lane hlghway that will eventually be expanded to a multi-lane freeway. The impacts to natural
enwronment view corridors and area development are dramatically less that those imposed by
the Carefree Highway alignment.

Peoria, its neighboring jurisdictions and area residents are supportive of the SR74 alignment for
the APS power line project between the TS-9 and TS-5 substations based on the eminent
negative impact to existing and future residents and to the natural environment.

CITY CLERK USE ONLY:

o Consent Agenda ORD. # Res.# O 8’-‘?7
o Carry Over to Date: LCON# LIC.#

o Approved Action Date:

o Unfinished Business (Date heard previous: )

o New Business
REV. 10/99



RESOLUTION NO. 08-97

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PEORIA, MARICOPA COUNTY, ARIZONA STATING
PREFERENCES FOR PROPOSED POWER LINE
CORRIDORS IN THE CITY OF PEORIA PLANNING AREA
UNDER REVIEW BY THE ARIZONA PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPANY.

WHEREAS, Arizona Public Service Company is evaluating preliminary power
line routes and substation sites for their TS-5 to TS-9 500kV/230kV Transmission
Project;

WHEREAS, additional electrical power tranémission facilities are important to the
continued growth and development of the Northwest Valley;

WHEREAS, the protection of environmentally sensitive lands, scenic travel and
recreation corridors, slopes, hillsides and wash corridors are important to the quality of
life in our neighborhoods and directly impacts current and future City of Peoria
residents; and

WHEREAS, electrical power transmission facilities should be placed in locations
where such lines are compatible to other intense industrial and commercial uses such
as freeway/highway corridors, railroad corridors and existing power line corridors; and

WHEREAS, overhead electrical power transmission lines should be placed in
locations where they are the least obtrusive to existing and planned neighborhoods and
commerce.

THEREFORE, it is resolved as follows:

1. The City of Peoria, Arizona strongly objects to the placement of new overhead
transmission lines adjacent to or within existing or planned residential communities,
such as Vistancia, Saddleback Heights and Lake Pleasant Heights. It is estimated that
more than 25,000 homes will be built in those developments.

2. We also strongly object to the placement of the fransmission line on other
alignments which are within or adjacent to the planned residential communities cited
above, specifically, the Southem proposed alignment for the line, which generally
follows the Carefree Highway alignment.
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3. The Arizona Department of Transportation has planned for the initial
improvement of Arizona State Route 74 to a divided four-lane facility and ultimately to a
controlled access facility in the future. The existing roadway already contains numerous
cuts, drainage improvements that will permit location of an electrical transmission line
without further damage to open space and the scenic character of that area.

4, That the City of Peoria, Arizona General Plan has designated significant portions -
of the Carefree Alignment proposed by APS as undeveloped open space. The
proposed location of the line on the Carefree Alignment violates the Environmental
Resources Element of the General Plan, in particular:

a. Policy 10.1.E.3. The City should minimize man made environmental
hazards. The Carefree Alignment proposes to install an Electrical Transmission
tine in these sensitive areas.

b. Policy 10.1.E.4. The City should limit development in areas that may
pose natural or man-made environmental hazards such as steep slopes and
flood plains. Most of the Carefree Alignment proposed by APS is not in any
location accessed by any roadways. As a result rcadways and fencing will need
to be installed across sensitive desert areas to access any electrical transmission
line in this location. This development will result in damage to these areas.

C. Policy 10.1.G.3. The City should recognize and protect areas of
significant natural vegetation (such as areas along washes, natural spring areas,
or on slopes) which are advantageous to the increased densities of the native
desert vegetation. Construction of an electrical transmission line on the Carefree
alignment, together with necessary access and security will result in damage to
areas of significant natural vegetation.

5. That the stated reason by APS for location of the line on the Carefree Alignment
in order to avoid a federal environmental impact study is contrary to the public policy of
this City in supporting environmentally responsible development.

6. That shouid APS file an application with the Arizona Power Plant and Line Siting
Committee to approve the Carefree Alignment, the City is authorized to participate as
an intervener in front of the Arizona Power Plant and Line Siting Committee or any other
state or federal agency to contest the location of such electrical transmission line.
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PASSED AND RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Peoria,
Maricopa County, Arizona, this 3 day of June, 2008.

CITY OF PEORIA, an Arizona municipal
corporation

Bob Barrett, Mayor

ATTEST:

Mary Jo Kief, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Stephen M. Kemp, City Attorney



