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Established and recommended by the National Safety Council, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, the 
National Transportation Safety Board and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  These model laws, 
or ones similar, have been adopted by many states and they allow teens to obtain additional driving privileges as 
he or she acquires valuable driving experience.  You will find some or all of these laws, or something similar, in 
your state.  Data shows our nation still has a youth-related motor vehicle crash problem and that is why the 
Prescription for Teen Driver Safety recommends to parents restricting their teen’s driving even more.

Stage 1: Learner’s Permit Phase
•   State sets minimum age for a learner’s permit
•   Pass vision and knowledge tests, including rules of the road, signs, and signals
•   Complete basic vehicle skills training
•   Licensed adult (who is at least 21 years old) required in the vehicle at all times
•   All occupants must wear safety belts
•   Teenage passenger restrictions
•   Zero-tolerance of alcohol while driving
•   Permit is distinctive from other driver licenses
•   Must remain crash- and conviction-free for at least six months to advance to the next level
•   Parental certification of practice hours

Stage 2: Intermediate (Provisional/Probationary) License
•   Complete Stage 1
•   State sets minimum age
•   Pass a behind-the-wheel road test
•   Complete advanced driver education training (e.g., safe driving decision making, risk education, etc.)
•   All occupants must wear safety belts
•   Licensed adult required in the vehicle during late-night hours (e.g., night-time driving restriction)
•   Zero-tolerance of alcohol while driving
•   Driver improvement actions are initiated at lower point level than for regular drivers
•   Provisional license is distinctive from a regular license
•   Teenage passenger restrictions
•   Must remain crash- and conviction-free for at least 12 consecutive months to   advance to the next stage
•   Supervised practice

Stage 3: Full Licensure
•   Complete Stage 2
•   State sets minimum age
•   Zero-tolerance-alcohol while driving


