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 OPINION NO. 94-03 
 
 
TO:  Steve Poe, Councilmember, Palo Verde District 
 
FROM:  Stephen M. Kemp, City Attorney 
 
DATE:  June 13, 1994 
 
SUBJECT: Substantial and Remote Conflicts of Interest 
 
 
  
 
 
QUESTION:  
 
May a city council member participate and vote to confirm their 
sister for appointment to a city board or commission.  
 
 
OPINION: 
 
Yes.  The Arizona Conflict of Interest Law1 is invoked by two 
factors.  First the individual must have a substantial interest in 
the governmental action being taken.  Second, it must involve a 
public officer or a relative of a public officer. 
 
Substantial interest may be defined as: 
 
1. A decision having an impact, either positive or negative upon 

the interest of the public officer or relative; and 
 
2. The interest is of a pecuniary or proprietary nature.  In 

essence, their is a financial impact; and 

                     
     1 A.R.S. §38-501, et.seq. 
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3. The interest is not defined as remote under the statutes.2 
 
Relatives include Spouse, spouse's parents, brother, sister or 
child; children and grandchildren; parents and grandparents and 
whole and half brothers and sisters and their spouses. 
 
In this matter, the first part of the substantial interest test is 
met as the decision does have an impact on your sister, that being 
the appointment to a city board or commission.  However, there is 
no financial benefit.  City board and commission members receive 
no financial benefits, other than reimbursement for actual 
expenses. 
 
Therefore it is our conclusion that the appointment of your sister 
to a city board or commission is not a conflict of interest under 
the Arizona statutes and you are not required to refrain from 
participating in the vote on her confirmation. 
 
cc: Honorable Mayor and Council 
 Janice L. Graziano, City Clerk 
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     2 A.R.S. §38-502 define remote interests, including (1) non 
salaried officer of non profit corporation; (2) Landlord/Tenant 
relationships; (3) Attorney for a party; (4) Membership in a non-
profit marketing association; (4) small stock ownership; (5) 
public officer being fully reimbursed for expenses; (6) recipient 
of services generally available. 


