CITY OF PEORIA, ARIZONA
VETERANS MEMORIAL BOARD
VIRTUAL MEETING
September 3, 2020

A Regular Meeting of the Veterans Memorial Board of the City of Peoria, Arizona was
convened in a virtual session at 5:07 p.m.

Members Present: Tad Snidecor, Terry Brezina, Anthony Irby, Donald Scott, Duane
Danner and Kacie Franklin

Members Absent: Anthony VanGoethem

Municipal Officials Present: John Sefton, Parks, Recreation and Community Facilities
Director; Chris Hallett, Neighborhood and Human Services Director; Ted Mariscal,
Assistant City Attorney; Bill Moss, Arts and Events Superintendent; Daniel Murillo,
Council Assistant; Cathy Foland, Executive Assistant

Audience: 0

1. CONSENT AGENDA

Ms. Franklin moved to approve the minutes from the August 6, 2020 meeting. Mr.
Brezina seconded and, upon vote, the motion carried unanimously, 6 to O.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2. Veterans Day Event

Mr. Chris Hallett, Neighborhood and Human Services Director, stated staff members
from the Special Events Division have received input from Council members regarding
this year’s Veterans Day ceremony, which will not occur in the traditional format due to
COVID-19 restrictions. He introduced Bill Moss, Arts and Events Superintendent, to
discuss the options for an alternative program.

Mr. Moss indicated that it is very important to everyone, including the Mayor and City
Council, that the city recognizes Veterans Day and the new honorees that will be added
to the Honor Wall. While it will not be possible to offer the same type of ceremony as in
years past, one idea is to host a catered breakfast in the Lakeview Room at the Rio
Vista Recreation Center for the honorees and their immediate family members. Mr.
Moss estimated the number of attendees would not exceed 200, approximately half the
normal attendance. This would include a formal unveiling at the Honor Wall after
breakfast.

Ms. Franklin expressed concern about the number of people that may attend. She
wants to ensure our veterans are honored, but does not want them to risk their health.
She feels that plan is ambitious for November, and suggested possibly staggering two
smaller ceremonies.

Mr. Irby agreed that safety is of utmost importance.
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Mr. Moss stated he believes the room is large enough to adequately social distance.
The thought was to ensure in-person recognition of the newest Honor Wall recipients.
He stated this can be in conjunction with additional virtual programming.

Discussion followed regarding the size of the gathering and alternatives. ldeas included
a drive-through, grab-and-go breakfast, with static displays and handouts, as well as
measures to ensure social distancing at the Honor Wall.

Mr. Sefton shared an aerial map of Rio Vista Community Park to aid in the discussion.

Ms. Franklin suggested distributing a program to each vehicle upon arrival, which will
contain instructions about the drive-through event.

After further discussion, the Board agreed that the event should occur on Veterans Day
morning, which is Wednesday, November 11.

Mr. Scott expressed concern about public perception, being sensitive to the phased
approach to public gatherings.

Mr. Sefton stated staff will discuss where the static displays may best be located, and
develop a concept map for the event.

Chairman Snidecor stated he would like to see community resources there, as well as
veterans who are city employees, such as police officers, firefighters, sanitation
workers, etc. with their city vehicles.

Mr. Sefton stated staff can certainly ask, but it may not be possible, as that day is a city
holiday.

Additional discussion followed, with Mr. Sefton stating the number of potential attendees
will be driven by how many Honor Wall plaques are purchased, which will be
determined by the September 30 deadline.

Chairman Snidecor directed staff to develop a plan. The Board members have offered
their recommendations, and staff can update the Board at the next meeting. He asked
the Board members to reach out to their contacts regarding military vehicles for static
displays.

Mr. Sefton advised Board members to send Cathy the names and contact information of
any folks interested in recording a message for the virtual program.

No action taken

3. Peoria Veterans Honor Wall

Mr. Sefton shared the Peoria Veterans Memorial website, www.peoriaaz.gov/veterans,
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including links to the updated Honor Wall brochure and application.

September 30 is the deadline for applications to have the name and service details of a
veteran added to the Honor Wall. Historically, approximately 70 names are added per
year.

No action taken

REPORT FROM STAFFE: Mr. Sefton stated construction of Paloma Community Park
will be complete in late September, with an October 3 soft opening. There will be no
grand opening event. Liberty Park, located at Williams Road and 97 Drive, will be
completed approximately three to five weeks after Paloma’s completion.

Mr. Sefton added that whenever he visits Rio Vista, he is pleased to see people
wandering through the veterans recognition area.

Mr. Hallett mentioned that staff is assisting Equality Health Foundation in offering free
COVID-19 testing for Peoria residents September 4 and 5, at the Peoria Sports
Complex.

REPORT FROM BOARD MEMBERS:

Mr. Danner stated a Sea Cadet group has contacted him in search of a location for their
drills. They may begin meeting at Apostles Lutheran Church in November.

Mr. Scott updated the Board regarding the National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona’s
backlog of honor ceremonies, which were placed on hold due to the COVID-19
pandemic. He recently learned that they have resumed conducting the ceremonies, with
limited attendance.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned
at 5:52 p.m.

Tad Snidecor, Chair Cathy Foland, Executive Assistant
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