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Reliable Power Source 

Some issues have arisen regarding the primary power source for building fire alarm systems 
and their components. Specifically, remote notification appliance booster panels are having 
their primary power brought from an electrical source that is not the same electrical source as 
the main fire alarm control panel. This guideline will detail the requirements to provide a 
reliable power source to all portions of the fire alarm system. 

The City of Peoria has currently adopted the 2018 edition of the International Fire Code 
(IFC) which includes the 2010 edition of NFPA 72. 

The IFC states: 
907.6.2 Power supply. 
The primary and secondary power supply for the fire alarm system shall be provided in 
accordance with NFPA 72. 

NFPA 72 states: 
10.5.3.2 Power Supply Sources 
Unless configured in compliance with 10.5.4, at least two independent and reliable power 
supplies shall be provided, one primary and one secondary. 

When the primary power supply for the remote fire alarm equipment is not fed from the same 
source as the main fire alarm panel, it creates a problem. When a tenant space closes up with a 
remote notification booster panel installed in it and the electric meter is removed or the power 
is turned off, the fire alarm system is placed into a trouble condition. This trouble condition can 
remain for some time and mask other system problems. Because the remote notification 
booster panel is part of the building fire alarm system and not just for the tenant space, this 
condition cannot be allowed to exist. 

Effective immediately, all new fire alarm installations or modifications where control 
equipment is added shall have the primary power for any fire alarm equipment taken from an 
approved, reliable source of power. This is interpreted to be the same source of power as the 
main fire alarm control panel. 
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Exception: 
When approved by the Fire Prevention Division in writing, the primary power for remote fire 
alarm equipment can be fed from another approved source. In order for this exception to be 
considered, a letter must be provided from the BUILDING OWNER that states that the primary 
power for the remote fire alarm equipment will be relocated to the same source as the main 
fire alarm control panel in the event that the tenant moves out of the suite OR that the 
electrical power is to remain turned on for the suite in question. 

Primary power shall be taken from the same distribution panel (house panel) as the fire alarm 
control panel. The exception to this would be large institutional or residential facilities under a 
single owner (i.e.: hospitals, assisted living facilities, factories, apartments, etc.) 

Shop drawings submitted for review and approval are to indicate the location where the 
primary power is to be supplied for the fire alarm control panel and any remote fire alarm 
equipment per the requirements of NFPA 72 (2012 edition), section 10.18.1.2 and 
A.10.18.1.2(8).
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