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 60.5% of drivers talked hands-free, while 49.1% talked
on a hand-held cellphone in the past month. AAA Foundation 
for Traffic Safety, 2017.

 96.8% of drivers view texting or emailing while driving as a serious 
threat.  AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, 2017.

 Takes your eyes off the road for about 5 seconds, long enough to 
cover a football field while driving at 55 mph. National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Facts and Statistics, 2016.

 Three main types of driving distractions (texting combines all 3)
 Visual – taking your eyes off the road.
 Manual – taking your hands off the wheel.
 Cognitive – taking your mind off what you’re doing.  National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Texting While Driving Statistics



 Six times more dangerous than driving while intoxicated.  
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2012.

 In 2016 3,450 people were killed in vehicle crashes involving 
distracted drivers. U.S. Department of Transportation.

 Texting while driving causes 3,000 deaths per year and 
accounts for 330,000 injuries each year. Harvard Center for Risk 
Analysis, 2012.

 87.7% of respondents support a texting ban and 40.9% 
support outright ban on using any type of cellphone while 
driving.  AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, 2017.

Texting While Driving Statistics



 47 states, D.C., Puerto Rico, Guam and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands have banned texting while driving.  Governors Highway 
Safety Association.

 Only 3 states—Arizona, Montana and Missouri—have not 
adopted legislation that bans texting while driving.

 Arizona only prohibits new drivers under the age of 18 from 
using wireless communications devices while driving within 
the first six months of receiving their license. A.R.S. §28-
3174(F)

 There have been 11 previous failed attempts by the Arizona 
State Legislature to pass a statewide ban.

Background



 Several Arizona cities and counties have adopted distracted 
driving legislation that outright prohibits the use of mobile 
communications devices while driving.

 Flagstaff, Kingman, Oro Valley, Sedona, Surprise, 
Tucson, Tempe, Coconino County and Pima County.  

 The City of Phoenix has banned texting while driving but 
does not prohibit use of mobile communications devices to 
make phone calls while driving. Sec. 36-76.01 of Phoenix City 
Code.

Background



 The proposed Ordinance prohibits texting while driving:

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to manually 
enter alphanumeric text, numbers, images, or symbols 
into, read from, or manipulate touch screen controls of a 
mobile communication device while operating a motor 
vehicle.  This includes using various functions, 
applications, or tasks of a mobile communication device 
to engage in gaming, interact with social media sites, 
view the internet, compose, send, read, or view a text 
message, email, blog post, picture, drawing, or video.

Ordinance Overview – Offense Defined



 Initiate, conduct or terminate phone calls.

 Virtual or personal assistants such as Siri, Cortana or 
Google Assistant to listen to and/or vocally compose or 
send text messages or input, select or listen to 
information on a Global positioning or navigation system.

 Report an immediate emergency to public safety 
personnel or request assistance with a medical 
emergency, safety hazard or criminal activity.

 Law enforcement or public safety personnel operating 
authorized emergency vehicles, in the course and scope 
of his or her duties.

Ordinance Overview – Exemptions



 Primary civil traffic violation—an officer can stop a vehicle if 
he or she observes a violation of the ordinance.

 Maximum civil penalty of $250, plus applicable surcharges or 
other assessments, if not involved in a motor vehicle 
accident.

 Possible increased civil penalties if the violation occurs 
within twelve months of a prior texting-while-driving violation.

 Aggravated Offense—Class 1 misdemeanor if the violation 
results in a motor vehicle accident that is the proximate 
cause of bodily harm to another person.

Ordinance Overview – Penalties



 Outreach.

 Implementation.

Moving Forward….



Arizona Reckless Driving Law
A.R.S.§ 28-701(A)



Mobile Communication Device Definition



Text Message Definition



Operating a Motor Vehicle Definition





Plastic Bag Challenge



What is the Plastic Bag 
Challenge?

Plastic bags are the #1 contaminant found in Peoria’s recycling 
cans.  Plastic bags are recyclable…but they require special 

handling and do not belong in the recycling can.

This contest challenges Peoria school students to collect the 
bags and take them to their school for proper recycling.



Peoria’s recycling team will collect the bags from 
participating schools.  The bags will be weighed and results 

will be tracked.  The winning school will be awarded a 
bench made of plastic bags and a recognition award.

Our goal is to increase awareness to the contamination 
caused by plastic bags in the recycling can.



When



Contest Dates

• Contest Start Date:  Thursday, November 15, 2018

• Contest End Date:  Monday, April 15, 2019

• Winner(s) Announcement:  Monday, April 22, 2019



Acceptable Plastic Bags



Types of Bags



• Grocery bags
• Bread bags
• Case overwrap
• Dry cleaning
• Newspaper sleeves

• Ice bags
• Ziplock bags
• Other re-sealable bags
• Produce bags
• Cereal bags/liners



How to Sign Up



• School should contact 
any of the contest 
coordinators.

• A meeting will be 
scheduled with all 
participants.



Contest Coordinators

Beckie Borquez, Environmental Coordinator
Beckie.Borquez@peoriaaz.gov
Cell:  623-695-6500
Office:  623-773-7437

Melissa Avila, Recycling Technician
Melissa.avila@peoriaaz.gov
Cell:  623-455-0407
Office:  623-773-7860

mailto:Beckie.Borquez@peoriaaz.gov
mailto:Melissa.avila@peoriaaz.gov


Which Schools have Signed Up



• Vistancia Elementary
• Santa Fe Elementary
• Peoria Elementary
• Zuni Hills Elementary
• Sunrise Mountain High School
• Sunset Heights Elementary 
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