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PURPOSE 

To identify those tasks and corresponding job classifications for which it can be 
reasonably anticipated that an exposure to blood, other body fluids, or other potentially 
infectious materials may occur. To establish a schedule for implementation of the 
department’s infection control plan; and to identify the procedure for the evaluation of 
circumstances surrounding exposure incidents. 
 
Exposure Determination 
 
The following tasks are reasonably anticipated to involve exposure to blood, body fluids, 
or other potentially infectious materials (see 1910.1030(b) Definitions for Occupational 
Exposure and other Potentially Infectious Material): 

 
Provisions of emergency medical care (Basic Life Support and Advanced Life Support 
skills, as defined by Arizona Department of Health Services under A.R.S. Title 9, 
Chapters 13 & 25) to injured or ill patients including but not limited to: 

 Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
 Mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
 Dressing of burns, open wounds or fractures 
 The use of oro/nasalpharngeal airways 
 Treating patients with known diseases 
 Childbirth 
 Handling contaminated waste 
 I.V. or I.O. therapy 
 I.V. or I.M. drug therapy 
 Airway intubation 
 Advanced airway management 
 Surgical cricothirotomy 
 Needle decompression 
 Rescue of victims from hostile environments, including burning structures or 

vehicles, water-contaminated atmospheres, or oxygen deficient atmospheres. 
 Extrication of persons from vehicles, machinery, or collapsed excavations or 

structures 
 Recovery and/or removal of bodies from any cited above 
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 Response to hazardous materials emergencies, both transportation and fixed-
site, involving potentially infectious substances. 

 
The following job classifications are reasonably anticipated to involve exposure to blood, 
body fluids, or other potentially infectious substances in the performance of their duties: 

 Battalion Chief Responder 
 EMS Chief 
 EMS Coordinator 
 Fire Captains 
 Fire Engineers 
 Firefighters 
 Paramedics 
 Emergency Medical Technicians 
 Technical Rescue Teams 
 Other emergency response personnel not otherwise classified 

 
The following job classifications are reasonably anticipated to involve limited exposure 
to blood, body fluids, or other potentially infectious substances in the performance of 
their duties: 

 Maintenance Officer 
 Training Officer 
 Emergency Medical Services Officer 
 Fire Chief 
 Fire Marshall 
 Fire Inspector 
 Life Safety/Public Education Specialist 
 Deputy Chief of Support Services  
 Deputy  Chief of Operations 
 Support Services Technician 

 
Implementation 
 
The Infection Control Program is applicable to all members providing fire, rescue, or 
emergency medical services.  It is effective immediately.  
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The Infection Control Program consists of a policy statement, identification of roles and 
responsibilities, Standard Operation Procedures (SOP’s), training, and record keeping. 
The SOP’s identify specific procedural guidelines for all aspects of response and station 
environments where disease transmission can be reasonably anticipated, as well as 
training, administrative aspects of the program, and post exposure evaluation and 
investigation.  Specific program components are identified as follows: 

 Infection Control Policy Statement 
 Exposure Control Plan 
 Infection Control Roles & Responsibilities 
 Infection Control Training 
 Station Environment 
 Personal Protective Equipment 
 Scene Operations 
 Post-Response  
 Post-Exposure Protocols 
 Compliance and Quality Monitoring 

Universal Precautions shall be observed to prevent contact with blood or Other 
Potentially Infectious Materials (OPIM).  Where it is difficult to differentiate between 
body fluid types, all such body fluids shall be considered potentially infectious materials. 
 
Evaluation of Exposure Incidents 
 
The procedure for the evaluation of circumstances surrounding incidents of exposure to 
blood, body fluids, or other potentially infectious materials is detailed in SOP400.24K- 
Post Exposure Protocols. 
 
Exposure Control Plan Annual Review 
 
The Exposure Control Plan shall undergo a formal review annually or more often as 
needed to keep the infection control program current with new requirements and 
improvements in technology. 
 
The review shall: 

 Reflect changes in technology that eliminate or reduce exposure to bloodborne 
pathogens 
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 Document annually, consideration and implementation of appropriate 
commercially available and effective safer medical devices designed to eliminate 
or minimize occupational exposure. This would include but not limited to, newly 
available medical devices designed to reduce the risk of percutaneous exposure 
to bloodborne pathogens. 

 The review shall solicit input, in the identification, evaluation and selection of 
effective engineering and work practice controls, from non-managerial 
employees responsible for direct patient care who are potentially exposed to 
injuries from contaminated sharps. 

 Methods for soliciting member input may include: 
 Involvement in informal problem-solving groups. 
 Participation in safety audits. 
 Worksite inspections 
 Exposure incident investigations. 
 Participation in analysis of exposure incident data or in job or process hazard 

analysis 
 Participation in the evaluation of devices through pilot testing 
 Involvement in a safety and health committee constituted and operated in 

conformance with the National Labor Relations Act. 
 
Consideration and implementation of safer medical devices could be documented in the 
Exposure Control Plan by: 
 

 Describing the safer devices identified as candidates for adoption. 
 The method or methods used to evaluate devices and the results of evaluations. 
 Justification for selection decisions. 

 
 
 

   
Approved:          6/17/2010    
  Thomas E. Solberg, Fire Chief   Date 
                   
 


