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Serving with: Strength, Honor, and Compassion 

Fire Chief 

The tasks of managing the department Occupational Health & Safety and 
Infection Control programs are delegated to appropriate staff officers and 
committees as noted below. The ultimate responsibility for the health and welfare 
of all members remains that of the Fire Chief. 
 
Safety Officer 

The Safety Officer, in addition to duties described in NFPA 1501-1987, will serve 
as co-chair of the Peoria Fire Department Occupational Health and Safety 
Committee.  The Safety Officer will assume the duties of the Infection Control 
Officer when the latter is unavailable. 
 
Occupational Health and Safety Committee (Safety Committee) 

At a minimum the Safety Committee will be comprised of the following personnel: 
Co-Chairs:   

 Deputy Chief or Battalion Chief as assigned by the Fire Chief as 
Safety Officer 

 Local 493 Representative  
 
The Safety Committee will assume the additional duties of Infection Control 
Committee, including periodic review and revision of the department Infection 
Control Program. The committee will meet on a quarterly basis or more frequent 
as department needs dictate. 
 
Department Infection Control Officer 

The Chief of the Department will appoint the department’s Infection Control 
Officer.  The person must have five or more years of recent fire/EMS experience 
and posse a current EMT-P (paramedic) certification 
 
The Department Infection Control Officer will: 

 Serve as the department “designated officer” as required by the Ryan 
White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Act of 1990 (PL 101-381). 

 In conjunction with the Infection Control/Safety Committee, develop 
criteria for the purchase of infection control personal protective equipment 
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and determine adequate stocking levels for each station and response 
vehicles. 

 Evaluate possible member exposures to communicable diseases and 
coordinate communication between the department, area hospitals, and 
the Department of Health Services. 

 Collect quality assurance data on the department Infection Control 
Program and present these data to the Infection Control/Safety Committee 
at the quarterly meetings. 

 Notify the Department Safety Officer if quality assurance data indicate a 
safety hazard requiring immediate attention. 

 Conduct spot inspections of on-scene and station operations to ensure 
compliance with department infection control policy. 

 Coordinate the immunization program with the Department Physician and 
maintain immunization records at the office of the Department Physician 
and the Phoenix Health Center. 

 Maintain a confidential database of exposures and treatment given, in 
conjunction with the Department Physician and the Phoenix Health 
Center. 

 Provide technical expertise to the Training Captain in development of the 
Infection Control Curriculum. 

 Keep abreast of new developments in the field of infection control and 
make appropriate recommendations to the Infection Control Committee. 

 
Training Captain 

In addition to existing duties, the Training Captain is responsible for the 
development and delivery of a comprehensive infection control educational 
program, which complies with OSHA Regulation 29 CFR Part 1910.1030.  
 
The Department Physician and the Infection Control Officer will provide technical 
assistance. 
 
 
 
Department Physician/Phoenix Health Center 
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The Department Physician/Phoenix Health Center is in charge of the Health 
Maintenance Program.  Presently this program provides baseline and annual 
physicals.  The Department Physician/Phoenix Health Center, in conjunction with 
the Infection Control Officer will: 

 Develop and implement an immunization program. 
 Develop and implement a post-exposure program. 
 Provide technical assistance and guidance to the Infection Control 

Program. 
 Provide assistance and guidance in the development of appropriate 

Infection Control training. 
 Maintain confidentiality of all medical and exposure records. 

 
City Attorney 

The City Attorney will review the Infection Control Program, and each 
subsequent revision. The City attorney will inform the Infection Control 
Committee of any new regulations (local, state, or federal) that may impact on 
the Infection Control Program. 
 
Department Managers and Supervisors 

Chief Officers and Company Officers will: 
 Support and enforce compliance with the Infection Control program. 
 Correct any unsafe acts, and refer members for medical infection control 

training if required. 
 Mandate safe operating practices on-scene and in-station. 
 Refer for medical evaluation any member possibly unfit for work for 

infection control or other reasons. 
 Company Officers will not allow new members to assume emergency 

response duties until initial medical evaluation, immunizations, and 
infection control training have been completed. 

 
 
 
 
All Members 
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All members will: 
 Assume ultimate responsibility for own health and safety. 
 Always use appropriate PPE as the situation dictates. 
 Report any suspected occupational exposure to communicable disease to 

their company officer. 
 Report any diagnosis of communicable disease (occupational or 

nonoccupational) to the department Infection Control Officer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved:   09/28/2015 

  Bobby Ruiz, Fire Chief Date 

 


