
2007, Issue 2  

A report from the City of Peoria to its citizens and friends

Emergency Response 
Team Put to the Test

ways to prepare for an emergency
Could you survive for three days?

Experts recommend that everyone keep a three-day emergency kit stocked and ready to go. Mother Nature 

reserves the right to strike at any time, and even though we’re fortunate in Arizona (where weather-related 

inquiries are usually little more than, “It’s going to be how hot?!”) that doesn’t mean we’re immune from natural 

or man-made disasters. Every citizen can improve the community’s readiness for these unpredictable events 

simply by preparing for an emergency. Here are a few suggestions:

1. Have an Emergency Supply Kit: Create a supply kit that will allow you and your family to survive for at 

least three days in the event an emergency happens. The kit should include basic items such as water, non-

perishable food, a battery-powered radio, a flashlight and a first-aid kit. Go to www.ready.gov for a complete 

list of recommended supplies.

2. Plan Ahead: Make a plan in advance that details what you and your family would do in an emergency. It 

should include a communications plan and address shelter and evacuation.

3. Get Involved: After preparing yourself and your family for possible emergencies, take the next step—get 

training in first aid and emergency response, and perhaps get involved in preparing your community. The 

Peoria Fire Department offers regular CPR training and also trains citizen groups to serve as Community 

Emergency Response Teams; call 623-773-7279 for more information on these programs.  

Learn more at www.ready.gov

A power outage across 4 square 

miles during record summer heat 

forces thousands to seek shelter. 

Wildfires destroy half-a-dozen homes 

and threaten hundreds more. A 

serious auto accident on Loop 101 

results in an explosion and release of 

hazardous chemicals. A public health 

emergency – including four deaths 

– takes place at a Peoria assisted 

living facility.

Each of those crises alone would 

be a challenge to handle – combine 

them all and that is what Peoria’s 

emergency response team faced 

during an exercise conducted by 

the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA). The exercise was 

part of the Integrated Emergency 

Management Course, a combination of 

classroom discussion with leaders in 

the field of disaster response, and a 

crisis response and recovery exercise 

that took place over three days. 

Peoria was selected from hundreds 

of communities that applied to 

participate.

Attending were 52 members of the 

city’s emergency response team and 

19 representatives from other agencies 

that may respond to a crisis in Peoria. 

The week long course was held at the 

Emergency Management Institute in 

Emmitsburg, Md. Travel, meal, lodging 

and training costs were paid by FEMA. 

The integrated nature of the 

exercise required the participation 

of a diverse mix of professions 

and agencies. Representatives 

from the Maricopa County Public 

Health Department, local hospitals 

(Arrowhead, Banner Thunderbird and 

Boswell), Arizona Public Service, Salt 

River Project, American Red Cross, 

Deer Valley and Peoria unified school 

districts, and Luke Air Force Base 

worked side by side with city officials 

to respond to the crisis and move the 

city toward recovery.

“Like any successful emergency 

response, this exercise was a 

community effort,” said City Manager 

Terry Ellis. “The fact that so many 

organizations committed the staff 

for this course is unusual, and it was 

highly effective. We forged some new 

working relationships, and Peoria’s 

emergency preparedness is better for 

it.”

The increasingly complex scenario, 

along with ringing telephones, 

crackling radios and regular television 

“news updates,” brought the pressure 

and pace of crisis response to life for 

participants.

“This was a very realistic exercise 

that tested and stretched our 

emergency operations plans and 

procedures,” said Susan Thorpe, 

Peoria’s deputy city manager for 

public safety and administrative 

services.

Deputy Fire Chief Larry Rooney is 

the city’s emergency manager who, 

with the support of Fire Chief Bob 

McKibben, pushed for the city to 

participate in the course. They felt 

that it was time to get an impartial 

look at the city’s emergency response 

system.

“We have put a lot of time and 

resources into making sure our 

emergency response team is well 

prepared,” Rooney said. “This course 

was an important outside critique 

that let us know we are continuing in 

the right direction.”

“Overall, we learned that we have 

very good plans in place and ready to 

go in any emergency,” Thorpe added. 

“More importantly, we also identified 

several ways we can improve.”

According to Phil Moore, who 

developed and oversaw the exercise 

for FEMA, Peoria’s emergency response 

teams excelled in a very challenging 

environment.

“Peoria is certainly in the top 

handful of cities that I have ever 

taught,” he said. “Their response was 

nearly flawless.”

Peoria Mayor Bob Barrett, who 

participated along with Vice Mayor 

Vicki Hunt, was impressed with 

the knowledge and cooperation 

demonstrated by the team.

“We have true professionals 

working for us who know and 

understand their jobs and roles in 

emergency situations,” he said. “I was 

very proud of the fine performance of 

our employees and folks from other 

agencies in the face of the series of 

emergencies FEMA threw at us. In 

each case we met the test and, in 

many cases, exceeded expectations.”

About a dozen communities 
each year go through the 

Integrated Emergency 
Management Course. More 

information is available at  
http://training.fema.gov/

EMIWeb/IEMC/.

Mike Self, Police Department intelligence analyst, and Leann Lay, Police Department 
communications supervisor, were vital communications links between field units and the 
emergency operations center during Peoria’s participation in the FEMA disaster exercise.



CITY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS Mayor’s Report

CITY COUNCIL
District Roundup

Contact the Mayor and Council 
by calling 623-773-7306.

Council meetings are held the first and 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 

the Peoria City Council Chamber, 
8401 W. Monroe St. 

Call the City Clerk's Office at  
623-773-7340 for 

agendas or more information.

Council agendas, meeting minutes, 
district maps and other information also 

are available on the city web site at 
www.peoriaaz.gov/council

Mayor Bob Barrett

All regular City Council meetings are 
broadcast live on Peoria Channel 11 (on 
Cox & Qwest cable), and rebroadcast 

the following week. Study sessions (held 
prior to the second meeting of each 

month) are taped and then broadcast 
the following week. Visit www.peoriaaz.

gov/channel_11 for schedules. 

Acacia District – Vice Mayor Vicki Hunt
The kids are out of school, so remember to keep an ever 
watchful eye for kids around water. It’s not just backyard 
pools—special care is necessary around wading pools, 
bathtubs, at the lake and anywhere else several inches of 
water can accumulate. Make plans for swimming lessons for 
the young ones, if you haven’t already. The City of Peoria 
offers lessons at our three community pools; call 623-773-7137 
for information.

Ironwood District – Councilman Dave Pearson
Peoria’s parking ordinance has been amended to address the 
problem of trailers parked for long periods on neighborhood 
streets. Non-motorized vehicles, such as trailers, may only be 
parked on city streets for 24 hours for loading and unloading. 
After that time, residents may call Peoria Police (623-773-
8311) to have the illegally parked trailers moved. Parked 
trailers restrict visibility on streets where kids sometimes play 
- this change may help us avoid a tragic accident.

Mesquite District – Councilmember Cathy Carlat
Since 2002, Lake Pleasant has experienced a 23 percent 
increase in visitors.  Not much compares to a beautiful summer 
day at the lake! To keep you informed and safe, the Arizona 
Game & Fish Department has produced a guide to Arizona’s 
boating laws. Taking a boating education class may save you 
money on boat insurance and also may save a life—yours or a 
member of your family. For more information, 
visit www.azgfd.gov or call 602-789-3235.

Palo Verde District – Councilmember Ron Aames
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) has planned 
several projects along Grand Avenue from 75th Avenue to 
Loop 101. These projects include adding lanes between 84th 
Avenue and Loop 101, and creating dual left-turn lanes and 
a dedicated right turn lane at the 91st Avenue intersection. 
These improvements are scheduled to begin in Fiscal Year 2009 
(which begins July 1, 2008).

Pine District – Councilmember Carlo Leone 
The hot weather is upon us, so here are a few ideas to help 
you stay cool. Centennial, Sunrise and Peoria pools are open! 
Southwest Ambulance is sponsoring free swim lessons for 
preschool children at Peoria Pool, and grown-ups can enjoy 
aqua aerobics there too. Open and lap swimming are available 
at all pools during designated hours, and lifeguard training is 
offered as well. Visit recreation.peoriaaz.gov or call 623-773-
7137 for more information.

Willow District – Councilmember Joan Evans
From minor renovations such as replacing a hot water heater 
to complex jobs such as adding a new RV garage, permits 
are required for just about all work on your home. Peoria’s  
Building Safety Division is there to assist. Permits are legal 
requirements that help keep things safe! In some cases, minor 
building permits may be obtained over the counter at City 
Hall. If you are not sure whether you need a permit, call 623-
773-7225—before starting work on your project. 

April
•	 Rezoned	a	3.75-acre	parcel	at	the	southwest	corner	of	75th	Avenue	and	Paradise	

Lane	from	Residential	Multi-Family	and	Planned	Light	Industrial	to	Planned	Area	
Development,	to	facilitate	development	of	the	Paradiso	commercial	mixed-use	project.

•	 Amended	the	City	Code	to	restrict	street	parking	of	trailers	to	only	those	loading	
and/or	unloading,	and	to	bar	the	use	of	multiple	parking	spaces	by	one	vehicle	in	lots	
owned,	leased	or	operated	by	the	city.

•	 Amended	the	City	Code	to	define	how	the	city	will	address	land-use	issues	affected	by	
voter-approved	Proposition	207,	which	allows	property	owners	to	make	claims	against	
the	city	for	reduction	of	property	values	resulting	from	city	land-use	decisions.

•	 Approved	a	$500,000	construction	contract	to	widen	the	intersection	at	91st	Avenue	
and	Deer	Valley	Road	and	install	traffic	signals.

May
•	 Authorized	an	agreement	with	Arizona	Public	Service	Co.,	and	approved	$235,000,	to	

install	lighting	for	two	joint-use,	multipurpose	fields	at	Sunrise	Mountain	High	School.

•	 Approved	a	$2.7	million	contract	with	Agave	Environmental	Contracting	Inc.	for	
landscaping	improvements	to	the	medians	along	83rd	Avenue	and	Lake	Pleasant	
Parkway.

•	 Awarded	an	$81,000	contract	to	develop	a	master	plan	and	design	concept	for	
Westwing	Neighborhood	Park,	to	be	located	near	Westwing	Parkway	and	High	Desert	
Drive.

•	 Increased	funding	to	provide	additional	firefighters	at	Lake	Pleasant	Regional	Park	
during	peak	summer	periods.

•	 Adopted	the	Ten-Year	Capital	Improvement	Program,	the	city’s	budget	for	large	
building	and	infrastructure	projects,	for	Fiscal	Years	2008-17.	This	balanced	and	fully	
funded	program	includes	almost	$357	million	for	projects	in	FY2008,	and	$1.1	billion	
through	FY2017.

June
•	 Amended	the	City	Code	to	update	recreation	fees	and	establish	resident	and	non-

resident	admission	changes	for	the	Rio	Vista	Recreation	Center,	to	open	later	this	
year.

•	 Allocated	$38,000	from	drug-related	asset	forfeitures	for	the	purchase	of	digital	voice	
recorders	for	police	use	in	investigations.	The	recorders	should	improve	prosecution	of	
cases	because	of	their	better	sound	quality	and	reliability.

•	 Approved	a	2.5	percent	cost-of-living	adjustment	for	most	city	staff	effective	July	1,	
2007.

•	 Confirmed	the	city	manager	appointment	of	Larry	Ratcliff	as	police	chief.	Ratcliff	has	
been	with	the	Peoria	Police	Department	(as	deputy	chief)	for	five	years	and	has	32	
years	of	experience	in	law	enforcement.

•	 Adopted	the	Fiscal	Year	2008	Budget	totaling	$690	million;	a	5.5	percent	increase	
from	the	previous	year.	It	adds	93	full-time	positions,	about	half	of	which	are	in	the	
police	and	fire	departments.	(For	more	information,	see	the	Budget	in	Brief	in	this	
issue	of	FOCUS.)

•	 Adopted	an	overall	Fiscal	Year	2008	property	tax	rate	of	$1.49	per	$100	of	assessed	
valuation	–	no	change	from	FY2007.	Within	the	overall	rate,	five	cents	was	shifted	
from	the	primary	rate	–	which	pays	for	day-to-day	municipal	operations	–	to	the	
secondary	rate	–	which	is	used	to	pay	down	debt	on	city-issued	general	obligation	
bonds	that	finance	large	capital	projects.

One of the uncomfortable things about being mayor is that sometimes I get 

the credit for things that I didn’t have much to do with.

I get to use those fancy gold-colored shovels at groundbreakings, but I 

didn’t design the facilities or write the construction contracts. I get to cut 

bright ribbons and release balloons when a new park opens, but I didn’t plant 

the trees or stripe the basketball courts.

And on a Thursday afternoon in April, a senior Defense Department official 

clipped the Defense Exceptional Public Service Award to my lapel – but this 

medal belongs to the whole community.

Allison Barber, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs, 

presented the award to Peoria – to our whole community – for all that we 

have done to support the men and women of the armed forces and their 

families.

Here at City Hall, we have worked hard for years because we recognize 

the value of Luke Air Force Base. The city’s Intergovernmental Affairs Office 

has worked tirelessly at the state Legislature with people such as Rep. 

John Nelson to pass legislation protecting the land around the base from 

development – thus protecting the base’s mission.

Peoria also leads a regional coalition that hired a lobbyist to defend 

Luke at federal base closure talks – a move that paid off when the Base 

Realignment and Closure and Commission excluded it from the most recent list 

of closures.

The award I accepted on your behalf recognizes those efforts and more 

– in fact, the simple things we do for our military personnel and their families 

were likely of much greater significance in the Defense Department’s decision 

to honor us. 

Things like taking one of our dormant government cable television 

channels (Channel 98) and piping the Pentagon Channel through it so that 

Cox Cable customers can watch 24 hours a day. This simple act helps our local 

military families stay better informed about the things their loved ones in 

uniform are doing.

Peoria was the first Arizona city to broadcast the Pentagon Channel, and 

we’re just about finished inking an agreement with Cox to make the channel 

available statewide.

We were also an early promoter of “America Supports You,” a program that 

makes it easy for Americans to express their gratitude and encouragement for 

our service men and women via www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil.

Many of you are doing wonderful things to show your support as well. 

The Peoria Public Library’s Teen Advisory Group, made up of local high school 

volunteers, has adopted a platoon from the Army’s 10th Mountain Division 

that is deployed to Iraq. With the support of the community, the group has 

shipped more than 700 pounds of supplies (items such as CDs, DVDs, batteries, 

wet wipes and insect repellent) and raised about $2,500 to cover the expense. 

That’s one example among many.

Thanks to the hard work and genuine patriotism of our whole community, 

I was honored to accept the award on behalf of the City of Peoria. Sure, it was 

my lapel, but the award recognizes everyone in Peoria who is doing his or her 

part in supporting our military and showing them we care.



Residents of northern Peoria can look forward to having a 

convenient, full-service library within two years.

A new, 22,000-square-foot facility will replace the “shared use” 

branch library at Sunrise Mountain High School. It will be located near 

98th Avenue and Lake Pleasant Parkway. Construction is expected to 

begin in January 2008, and the library is scheduled for completion in 

early 2009.

“This will be an impressive building that meets the needs of a diverse 

and thriving community,” says David Hunenberg, acting library manager.

The city has allocated $10.4 million for the project, including nearly $1 

million to stock the library with materials. In addition to more than 100,000 

books, the facility will provide 56 computers for public use, a meeting room, and 

dedicated areas for children, teens and adults. A quiet patio area will bring the total 

amount of usable space to 30,000 square-feet.

Eventually, an elementary school and park will be built adjacent to the library. 

“Combined, these definitely will be a place for neighbors to connect with each 

other,” Hunenberg says.
For more information, contact the 

Community Services Department at 623-773-7137.

Policy Agenda 
Sets Priorities

The City Council adopted a new, 

12-Month Policy Agenda in March, 

reflecting the councilmembers’ desire 

to spotlight certain issues in addition 

to their regular policy making and 

oversight work. 

“Putting together a document 

like this focuses the council, and 

focuses the staff, on the needs of 

the community,” says Willow District 

Councilmember Joan Evans. “Having 

the Policy Agenda in writing gives us 

a yardstick to gauge progress.”

The document was formulated 

with staff at a two-day City Council 

workshop in early February. The 

agenda comprises 17 objectives; for 

each item, lead responsibility was 

assigned to the city manager, one of 

his deputies or a department director.

“The staff does a great job of 

following up on our policy items and 

keeping us in the loop as the year 

progresses,” Evans says.

A number of agenda items reflect 

councilmembers’ focus on livability, 

including one that calls for new 

programs to enhance neighborhoods.

The document addresses the state 

of Peoria’s streets by calling for a 

program to improve right-of-way 

quality and maintenance on arterial 

roads, and by directing city officials to 

convert the design strategy for Lake 

Pleasant Parkway into standards that 

could be applied in the future. It also 

urges the Engineering Department to 

study truck routes with an eye toward 

improving conditions in western 

Peoria.

The policy agenda urges the 

Community Services Department 

to find ways to speed up trail 

development, suggesting that 

additional grant money might be 

identified. Along those lines, it also 

directs staff to study the possibilities 

for beautification and recreation along 

Skunk Creek near 83rd Avenue.

Looking farther ahead, 

councilmembers would like to 

strengthen plans for Loop 303 

economic development, the sports 

and entertainment district along 

83rd Avenue south of Bell Road, and 

redevelopment of Oldtown and the 

Grand Avenue corridor. In that vein, 

the 12-Month Policy Agenda directs 

city staff to identify and acquire key 

property with an eye toward either 

redevelopment or future city use.

Beyond the Peoria city limits, the 

City Council wants to “continue efforts 

to support and protect Luke Air Force 

Base” – efforts that earned the city an 

Exceptional Public Service Award from 

the Defense Department in April.

View the 12-Month Policy 
Agenda online at www.

peoriaaz.gov/council/council_
downloadsF.asp

Trail Connections Growing
Peoria continues to develop a comprehensive system of 

recreational trails that will weave community connections 

throughout the natural beauty of our mountains and 

riverbeds.

Among the most significant developments on the 

horizon are hiking trails on both Sunrise and Westwing 

mountains in northern Peoria. A new city park will serve as 

the trailhead for both. In addition, the city has a 

preliminary design for a 1-to-1.5 mile trail on Calderwood 

Butte, within the Tierra del Rio subdivision. According to 

Park Projects Administrator Jeff Sargent, city officials hope 

to begin construction of all three trails by mid- to late fall.

Planning continues for additional segments of the 

New River Trail. Construction is under way on a 

pedestrian bridge across the riverbed that will 

connect Desert Harbor to Rio Vista Community Park. 

That bridge should be complete early this fall. 

Earlier this year, the city filled a gap in the New 

River Trail by laying down a concrete connector 

path between New River Commerce Center, north 

of Union Hills Drive, and the apartments north 

of Village Parkway.

By early fall, Peoria expects to start 

construction of a New River Trail segment from 

Olive Avenue north to Grand Avenue. An 

underpass that will connect this segment with 

the existing trail north of Grand is just 

entering the design phase. Still, city 

officials hope have that design approved in 

time for it to be built at the same time 

as the new segment. Underpasses at 

Peoria and Olive avenues are 

scheduled to receive federal funding 

in the summer of 2011. The trail 

segment from Olive 

south to Northern 

Avenue likely will 

be built at the 

same time, but 

Peoria is still is 

coordinating with Glendale 

(which lies south of 

Northern) to create a 

smooth transition between 

the two cities’ trail systems. 

Still in the design phase is a connection along Skunk Creek from Rio Vista to the 

existing Skunk Creek Trail east of 83rd Avenue.

Another segment of the New River Trail, from Beardsley Road to Deer Valley Road, 

is on the horizon but awaits completion of the Beardsley Connection to Loop 101.

For more information, contact the 
 Community Services Department at 623-773-7137.

New Branch Library Coming

Redeveloping Oldtown Peoria is one of 
the City Council’s priorities - an effort 
sparked by the opening of the Peoria 
Center for the Performing Arts
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Get the latest city news delivered via e-mail. 
Sign up for Peoria Snapshots,  

the city’s electronic newsletter,  
at www.peoriaaz.gov/e-news

City of Peoria Telephone Numbers        All numbers Are in the 623 AreA code

AM/PM Program ........................................ 773-7137
Building Inspections .................................. 773-7225
City Attorney’s Office ................................ 773-7330
City Clerk’s Office ...................................... 773-7340
City Manager's Office ............................... 773-7300
Code Compliance .................................... 773-7162
Community Center .................................... 773-7436
Community Development ........................ 773-7200
Dial-a-Ride ................................................. 773-7435
Fire Department (non-emergency) ......... 773-7279
Graffiti Hotline ............................................ 773-7094
Library (Main) ............................................. 773-7555

Library (Sunrise Mountain Branch) ........... 487-5150
Mayor and Council Offices ...................... 773-7306
Parks and Recreation ................................ 773-7137
Peoria Job Hotline ..................................... 773-7105
Peoria Municipal Court ............................. 773-7400
Planning and Zoning ................................. 773-7200
Police (non-emergency) .......................... 773-8311
Solid Waste Billing ...................................... 773-7160
Solid Waste Collection .............................. 773-7431
Street Maintenance ................................... 773-7432
Water Billing / Service ............................... 773-7160
Water Leaks ................................................ 773-7433

C A L E N D A R See	more	listings	at	www.peoriaaz.gov/events

is produced by the
City of Peoria, Ariz.
Communications and Public Affairs Department
For more information, e-mail: information@peoriaaz.gov, 
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Thunderbird Road is about to get 

a facelift that will culminate with a 

smoother intersection at 83rd Avenue 

and three lanes of traffic in each 

direction from Loop 101 west to the 

city limits.

Four separate but contiguous 

projects -- two by the city, one by the 

Arizona Department of Transportation 

(ADOT) and one by a private developer 

-- will improve the heavily traveled 

segment between 83rd Avenue and 

94th Drive.

City officials hope to limit the 

impact of the road construction on 

traffic in the area. “We are working 

hard to coordinate all these projects 

so that traffic flow will be maintained 

and delays will be avoided,” says 

Geoffrey Zinnecker, project manager 

Projects Will Widen Western Stretch of Thunderbird
for the city. “Our goal is to maintain 

at least four lanes of traffic 

throughout the construction.”

Peoria expects to begin work 

late this summer at the intersection 

with 83rd Avenue that will create 

three through lanes northbound, 

southbound and westbound; dual 

left-turn lanes from southbound 

to eastbound and northbound to 

westbound; and a separate right-turn 

lane from eastbound to southbound.

Just to the west, ADOT will expand 

the traffic interchange at Loop 101 

so that Thunderbird will have three 

through lanes in each direction and 

dual left-turn lanes for drivers in 

both directions to access the freeway 

(similar to the interchange at Bell 

Road). To do this, it will cut into the 

sloping embankments, making them 

vertical. City officials expect the state 

to begin work early in the fall.

And in the largest project, Peoria 

will create a third lane westbound 

from Loop 101 to 91st Avenue and 

eastbound from 94th Drive to Rio 

Vista Boulevard. There are two reasons 

for the asymmetry in the widening: 

To the west, the meandering city 

limits leave most of the north side 

of Thunderbird from 91st Avenue to 

94th Drive in unincorporated Sun City 

rather than in Peoria; to the east, a 

private developer planning a mixed-

use office/residential/retail project 

between Loop 101 and the QuickTrip 

is responsible for widening the south 

side of Thunderbird.

“That work [by the developer] 

should start in the late summer and 

be done by the time we start on the 

main widening project,” Zinnecker 

says. Work on Peoria’s portion of the 

widening is expected to get under way 

this winter.

The project west of Loop 101 will 

add two lanes to the bridge over New 

River and bury the power lines in the 

area. Residents also will see wider 

sidewalks to accommodate bicyclists 

and pedestrians between 91st Avenue 

and Rio Vista Boulevard, as well as a 

landscaped median, sidewalks, street 

lights, striping and signage.

For more information on this 
and other city construction 

projects, visit www.peoriaaz.gov/
BuildingPeoria

Aug. 2	‡Planning	and	Zoning	
Commission,	Council	Chamber,	6:30	p.m.

Aug. 16	‡Planning	and	Zoning	
Commission,	Council	Chamber,	6:30	p.m.

Aug. 21	*Special	City	Council	Meeting	
and	Study	Session,	City	Hall	Pine	Room,	
4	p.m.

Aug. 21	*Special	City	Council	Meeting,	
Council	Chamber,	7	p.m.

Sept. 4	*City	Council	Meeting,	
Council	Chamber,	7	p.m.

Sept. 6	‡Planning	and	Zoning	
Commission,	Council	Chamber,	6:30	p.m.

Sept. 8	Rio	Vista	Recreation	Center	Grand	
Opening	(Rio	Vista	Park,	west	of	Loop	
101	north	of	Thunderbird	Rd.),	9	a.m.

Sept. 18	*City	Council	Study	Session,	
City	Hall	Pine	Room,	4	p.m.

Sept. 18	*City	Council	Meeting,	
Council	Chamber,	7	p.m.

Sept. 20	‡Planning	and	Zoning	
Commission,	Council	Chamber,	6:30	p.m.

Oct. 2	*City	Council	Meeting,	
Council	Chamber,	7	p.m.

Oct. 4	‡Planning	and	Zoning	
Commission,	Council	Chamber,	6:30	p.m.

Oct. 16	*City	Council	Study	Session,	
City	Hall	Pine	Room,	4	p.m.

Oct. 16	*City	Council	Meeting,	
Council	Chamber,	7	p.m.

Oct. 18	‡Planning	and	Zoning	
Commission,	Council	Chamber,	6:30	p.m.

Oct. 20	G.A.I.N.	Public	Safety	Night,	Rio	
Vista	Park,	6	p.m.	to	8:30	p.m.

Oct. 27	Halloween	Monster	Bash	&	
Balloon	Illumination,	Peoria	Sports	
Complex,	5	p.m.	to	9	p.m.

The	Peoria	Municipal	Campus	(8401	W.	
Monroe	St.)	includes	the	Council	
Chamber,	City	Hall	(&	amphitheater)	and	
Main	Library.

*Call	the	City	Clerk's	Office	at	623-773-
7340	or	check	the	Web	at	www.peoriaaz.
gov/council	for	agendas	and	to	confirm	
meeting	times	and	locations.

‡Call	the	Planning	Division	at		
623-773-7200	or	check	the	Web	at	www.
peoriaaz.gov/planning	for	agendas	and	
to	confirm	meeting	times	and	locations.

City	Council	and	Planning	&	Zoning	
Commission	meetings	are	broadcast	live	
on	Peoria’s	Channel	11	(on	Cox	&	Qwest	
cable),	and	re-broadcast	the	following	
week.	Check	www.peoriaaz.gov/	
channel_11	for	the	broadcast	schedule.

Grand Opening
Saturday, Sept. 8

9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Rio Vista Park 
West of Loop 101, north of Thunderbird Rd.

Pass	purchase	and	facility	
reservations	are	now	available.

Information:	623-773-7137	
www.peoriaaz.gov/riovista	
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                         he City of Peoria Fiscal Year 

2008 Budget funds existing 

services and programs and supports 

adding services to our growing 

community. It also recognizes 

staffing needs for new facilities to 

be opened in FY2008.

The total budget is $690 

million, which reflects an increase 

of 5.5 percent from last year. This 

total budget figure also includes 

the first year of the Capital 

Improvement Program, debt 

service funding, and a contingency 

appropriation.

The budget reflects the 

City Council’s policies in fiscal 

terms and provides the financial 

means to carry out these policies 

in the year ahead. The city is 

growing in population at a rate of 

approximately 3.5 percent annually 

– or about 4,700 citizens per year. 

This is approximately equivalent to 

adding the Town of Cave Creek to 

Peoria every 12 months. 

Fortunately, our residential 

growth has been bolstered with new 

retail facilities, auto dealerships, 

office space, other professional and 

service businesses, and new public 

facilities. This balanced growth has 

proceeded along with a generally 

healthy economy, thus providing the 

resources for the FY2008 Budget.

Priorities for the 
Year Ahead

The budget places priority 

on public safety, including police 

officers, firefighters, criminal 

prosecution and the Municipal 

Court. It includes 93 new full-time 

equivalent (FTE) staff positions. Of 

this total, one-half (46) in public 

safety, including: 22 in Police; 16 

in Fire; two in the City Attorney’s 

Office; and six in the Municipal 

Court. An additional 14 FTEs 

are to staff new public facilities 

opening in the next 12 months. 

Of the remaining 33 FTEs, 10 are 

supported through user fee charges 

(or outside funding sources).

The 10-year Capital 

Improvement Program (CIP) 

totals $1.1 billion. The Fiscal Year 

2008 portion of that plan totals 

$356.6 million (which includes 

carry-over funds for some large 

projects currently underway). For 

the coming year, the CIP places 

a major emphasis on building 

roads and expanding the water 

and wastewater, parks and trail 

systems.

Property Tax Rate 
Steady, Utility Rate 
Adjustments Anticipated

To help achieve the city’s 

ambitious Capital Improvement 

Program (CIP), the budget includes 

a shift of $0.05 from the primary 

property tax rate (which helps 

pay for daily operations) to the 

secondary tax rate (which is used 

to make payments on city debt). 

The overall tax rate remains the 

same—$1.49 per $100 of assessed 

valuation. The shift will help 

Peoria continue to improve our 

road network, develop parks and 

open space, and build other key 

community projects.

The city’s utility and solid waste 

operations are fully supported 

by rates paid by the users of 

these services. For the upcoming 

year, no change is required for 

water rates. However, small rate 

increases are anticipated for the 

wastewater operation and for 

residential sanitation (mainly to pay 

for higher fuel and landfill costs). 

In addition, a $0.25 increase to 

the city’s stormwater management 

fee represents the last of a four-

year incremental increase. That 

fee totals $1.00 monthly to offset 

unfunded federal stormwater 

management regulations. All of 

these new rate increases will go 

into effect in January 2008.

The Budget Grows As 
Peoria Grows

As the city’s population 

grows and commercial activity 

increases, the everyday cost of 

doing business increases as well. 

Rapidly rising costs in health 

care, jail incarceration fees, 

utilities and fuel have increased 

departmental budgets. Maintaining 

existing services with these types 

of overhead increases will absorb 

a substantial amount of the new 

revenue growth in the year ahead.

This budget is balanced, 

with specific revenues identified 

to support all expenditures. 

Expenditures that are continuous 

and ongoing (e.g. staffing) are 

supported by revenue that is 

projected (and dependable) as far 

out as forecasting allows us to see.

Finally, the budget adheres 

to adopted City Council financial 

policies. It is a sustainable plan, 

geared towards maintaining existing 

programs and services while also 

meeting the demands of a growing 

community. The budget builds 

on the city’s philosophy of fiscal 

discipline and attention to core 

principles and priorities. Peorians 

receive good value for their tax 

dollars – and the FY2008 Budget 

continues this tradition.

T
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Budget Highlights
CITY OF PEORIA FISCAL YEAR 2008

Police
The Police Department 

currently consists of 264 total 

personnel. This number will grow 

by 22 additional positions, including 

12 sworn officers who will provide 

the human resources needed to 

maintain good response times while 

continuing the commitment towards 

more community policing-type 

programs. 

To do a good job in the field, 

police need a top-notch support 

system. Thus, four communication 

specialists (dispatchers) and five 

other civilian support personnel 

also are included in the Police 

Department budget.

In response to increasing 

concerns about traffic safety, a pilot 

“red-light runner” program was 

requested by the Police Department. 

This trial program will use photo 

radar technology at three especially 

dangerous intersections in different 

parts of the city in an effort to 

reduce dangerous collisions. The 

city will evaluate this technology for 

potential future use at other high-

risk intersections.

Forecasting Peoria’s Financial Climate

The budget conforms to the City Council’s adopted “Principles of Sound Financial Management.” The financial decisions 

affecting operating funds were based upon results from our long-term financial forecast models. The city employs a number of 

tools to develop this forecast, including the Peoria “TAPE Measure” (Trend Analysis and Planning with Effective Measures). This 

tool provides “early warning” signals for longer-term financial trends and problems and this year indicated that stable revenues 

are generally keeping pace with inflation and population growth. City expenditures per capita remain below comparable cities.

The city continues to maintain strong reserves for unforeseen circumstances, whether of a financial nature or a natural (or 

other) disaster. Combined with our consistent adherence to adopted financial policies and management practices, this fiscal 

foresight proved to be a big factor in recent bond upgrades awarded to Peoria by the major rating companies. (Higher bond 

ratings mean lower interest payments on city debt.)

The budget was developed with the expectation of a continued healthy and steady economic environment for the overall 

region.  While the housing market has cooled (both nationally and regionally), indications are that the overall economy 

should experience moderate real growth in the year ahead. In Arizona, continuing strong job growth and a favorable business 

environment is expected to help buffer the local economy from the current housing market slowdown.

Locally, new commercial office and retail development should have a continuing positive impact on Peoria’s financial 

condition. The city’s retail sales tax collections are forecasted to increase by 8 percent and our share of the state-shared income 

tax is expected to see a healthy 24 percent gain in FY2008. This increase is largely based upon the remarkable equity gains 

generated by a previously overheated real estate market, thus this level of income tax growth is not expected to continue (and 

city financial forecasting is based upon this assumption).

Fire
A second ladder truck 

company is included within the Fire 

Department’s budget. This second 

ladder company will require an 

aerial ladder truck, along with 13 

firefighters to staff this additional 

resource. Currently, Peoria is overly 

dependent on neighboring fire 

departments for this second ladder 

company response in Peoria; the 

new ladder company will eliminate 

this problem. The aerial ladder 

truck and all of the firefighters 

required to operate it are included 

in the budget.

The City Council also approved 

the purchase of a water tanker 

truck for the Fire Department, 

which will allow a quick water 

supply to be delivered to fires in 

wildland areas not served by the 

city’s water system. Finally, a 

new permit specialist position is 

included to help process the high 

volume of fire plan submittals. This 

additional resource should help 

reduce the turnaround times for 

commercial development in the city.

To respond to increased 

emergency calls in the Lake 

Pleasant area, the budget funds 

four firefighters (double the 

previous staffing level) at Lake 

Pleasant Regional Park during peak 

activity periods between May and 

September. This additional support 

will reduce the number of long-

distance responses from other fire 

companies located in other areas of 

the city.

Disaster Preparedness
The city continues to focus 

on disaster preparedness, and 

the budget funds training and 

supplies to enhance our emergency 

response capability. In June, 

a team representing all city 

departments (and members of 

the City Council) traveled to the 

Emergency Management Institute 

to undergo intensive training to 

prepare for potential emergency 

events, including acts of terrorism 

or a pandemic. A new position 

is included to assist in disaster 

planning in the Fire Department, 

and additional communications 

enhancements are funded for the 

city’s Emergency Operations Center.

Landscaping Improvements
The City Council has identified 

street right-of-way landscaping as a 

priority for improved beautification 

and maintenance in the year ahead. 

Several programs are offered to 

meet this stated council policy 

objective. A new compliance 

officer will handle administration 

and oversight of right-of-way and 

landscape maintenance contracts. 



Operating Revenues
In FY2008, the city’s operating budget is $229.3 million, a 13.5 percent 

increase from the prior year’s $202 million. Much of the increase reflects the 

need to keep pace with the growing community. The operating budget also 

includes $16.8 million in one-time expenditures. 

Service charges account for the largest percentage of revenue by source. 

The bulk is from rate fees paid by customers for city services such as water, 

wastewater and garbage pickup. The second largest revenue source is city 

taxes, primarily city sales tax—Peoria expects to collect about $74 million 

in local sales tax during the fiscal year.

Intergovernmental is the third largest category for city operating 

revenue sources. This is money received by Peoria from the state or other 

agencies. State shared revenue accounts for the largest single portion here. 

In FY2008, Peoria will get about $39 million from taxes levied and collected 

by the state, specifically income tax, sales tax, gasoline tax and vehicle 

registration (auto in-lieu tax).

Operating Expenditures
Public safety—the Police and Fire departments—get the lion’s share 

of the operating budget (24 percent between the two), followed closely 

by Public Works, which maintains city streets and traffic signals, collects 

trash and recyclables, and maintains city facilities. Utilities (water and 

wastewater), and Community Services (parks, recreation, libraries and the 

Peoria Sports Complex) are the other departments with double-digit pieces 

of the operating budget.

“Other” includes the remaining city departments—Budget, City Clerk, 

Communications and Public Affairs, Economic Development, Human 

Resources, as well as the City Manager’s Office, Mayor & City Council and 

the Municipal Court.
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An additional $249,000 is also 

included in the Community Services 

Department budget to upgrade the 

right-of-way maintenance contract 

and overall level of service. As part 

of this supplemental request, a pilot 

program for $60,000 will enhance 

a selected stretch of public right-

of-way, including landscaping and 

aesthetic treatments to unsightly 

walls fronting the public right-of-

way.

Neighborhoods
$100,000 is set aside 

to continue the popular new 

Neighborhood Grant Program. This 

program gives neighborhood groups 

the opportunity to apply for and 

receive city funding for landscaping 

and other worthy neighborhood 

improvements.

Curbside Recycling
With the introduction of 

curbside recycling set for later this 

year, the Public Works Department 

budget includes the necessary staff 

and resources to implement the 

program. Curbside recycling can 

be supported within the residential 

sanitation rate because of the 

revenue generated by sale of the 

collected recyclables. Implementing 

the program will be helped by 

more than $260,000 in grants the 

city was awarded by the Arizona 

Department of Environmental 

Quality.

Engineering
A consistent priority of the City 

Council (and our citizens) over the 

years has been the Neighborhood 

Traffic Management Program. 

The budget adds $160,000 to the 

Engineering Department to respond 

to requests for neighborhood traffic 

management improvements. This 

is the level of funding determined 

by the Traffic Engineering staff to 

fully fund the projects that can be 

accomplished in the forthcoming 

budget year.

The Capital Improvement 

Program (CIP) now fully integrates 

the transportation sales tax 

approved by city voters in 2005 and 

includes many road and intersection 

projects throughout Peoria. To fully 

implement these projects over the 

next few years, the Engineering 

Department budget includes 

additional contractual funding 

for outside project engineering to 

help design and manage some of 

the larger projects. This will help 

make sure our project execution 

keeps pace with the increased level 

of CIP funding now available for 

transportation.

Technology Upgrades
In a recent public survey, 

citizens told us that they would 

like to have the ability to conduct 

more business with the city over 

the Internet. An e-government 

initiative is underway, with the goal 

being to offer 24-hour access to 

an additional array of municipal 

services. To take full advantage of 

an intergovernmental agreement 

recently approved with the Peoria 

Unified School District, the budget 

funds an expanded fiber optic 

network into fire stations, the 

Peoria Community Center, and 

the Beardsley Water Reclamation 

Facility.

Pursuing Grant Funds
An important resource for  

the city will be a new grants 

coordinator. This person will 

research and pursue grants from 

different agencies and also work 

to ensure that existing grants are 

administered effectively by tracking 

expected performance and spending 

targets.

Revenues &  
Expenditures



The City of Peoria, Arizona Fiscal Year 2008 Budget in Brief is produced by the Communications and Public Affairs 
Department for the City of Peoria Budget Office.

For more information on the city’s budget, 
visit www.peoriaaz.gov/budget or call 623-773-7126.
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FY2008 Capital Improvement 
Program Highlights

The Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is the city’s financial plan for 

building large capital projects. The fully funded 10-year CIP addresses the 

growing needs of the community and enhances the quality of life through major 

public investment. It is an essential ingredient in the city’s service delivery plan.

This year’s CIP includes a new category of funding that targets smaller and 

more localized improvements in our residential neighborhoods.  Termed the 

“Community Works Program,” a $1 million allocation will allow for assorted 

small sidewalk, school safety, park, and right-of way improvements throughout 

Peoria. 

Major projects funded for FY2008 are listed here.

Parks & Recreation Facilities

Branch Library • Design and construction of 
a 22,000 square-foot branch library, plus 
purchase of books, computers and other 
materials ($9.1 million; total project cost $10.4 
million)

Osuna Park Renovations • Park 
improvements include adding a plaza and 
outdoor venue adjacent to the Peoria 
Center for the Performing Arts ($1 
million)

West Wing Neighborhood Park • 
Design and construction of a 
neighborhood park including 
playgrounds, picnic areas, turf and 
other amenities ($2.1 million)

New River Trail • Construction of a 
riverside trail from Northern Avenue to 
Olive Avenue, including underpasses at 
Peoria and Olive avenues ($950,000)

Public Safety Facilities

Northern Police Precinct • Site selection and land 
purchase for eventual construction of a northern police 
precinct. The site is not yet determined ($3.5 million)

Streets

83rd Avenue Widening Design; Deer Valley Road to Happy Valley Road • Design 
the road expasion to two lanes in each direction plus a center turn lane. Construction 
is funded in FY09 ($1.2 million; total project cost $7.4 million)

Beardsley Connection to Loop 101 • Work scheduled to begin in FY08 includes the construction 
of Beardsley Road (including a bridge over New River) from 81st Avenue east to the future Loop 101 
frontage road alignment, and widening the south side of Beardsley Road from 81st Avenue to 83rd 
Avenue ($13 million; total project cost $33.7 million)

Happy Valley Road; 75th Avenue to Lake Pleasant Parkway • Work scheduled to begin in 
FY08 includes the construction of Happy Valley Road from Terramar Boulevard to 83rd Avenue (one 
lane in each direction plus bike lanes) and widening 83rd Avenue from Hatfield Road to Happy Valley 
Road from two lanes to five lanes (two lanes in each direction plus a center turn lane). Happy Valley 
Road ultimately will be six lanes from 67th Avenue Lake Pleasant Parkway ($17.5 million; total 
project cost $47.2 million)

Thunderbird Road Widening; Loop 101 to 94th Drive • Improvements will include 
additional lanes, a center median, bridge widening, bike lanes and sidewalks ($17.2 million)

Traffic Interchange Improvements; Olive Avenue at Loop 101 • Improvement and expansion 
of Loop 101 interchange at Olive Avenue to include additional through and turn lanes (final 
configuration will be similar to the Loop 101 interchange at Bell Road) - the Arizona Dept. of 
Transportation is lead agency, and their schedule for this project is not yet final 
(Peoria portion: $432,000)

Wastewater

Butler Water Reclamation Facility – completion of a 10 million gallon-per-day water reclamation 
facility (located at 79th Avenue and Butler Drive) and associated pump stations and pipes ($83.4 
million; total project cost $136.2 million)


