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A report from the City of Peoria to its citizens and friends

It’s Easy Being Green
Peoria Residents Better than Average 
at Separating Recyclables from Trash

Link Missing No More
Lake Pleasant Parkway to Open in February

Motorists should be alert and use 

caution on the new roadway and in 

the area. 

Construction of this portion of the 

road was paid for and managed by 

Continental Homes, developer of the 

Camino a Lago project through which 

the road runs.

As construction crews �nish 

ancillary work, some temporary 

restrictions may occasionally be in 

place and existing traf�c signs may be 

changed.

For more information on this 
and other city 

construction projects, visit 
www.peoriaaz.gov/

buildingpeoria

By mid-February, a signi�cant 

gap in the city�s road network will be 

closed when the �nal section of Lake 

Pleasant Parkway opens between 95th 

Avenue and Williams Road.

Completing this section of Lake 

Pleasant Parkway adds a crucial 

east-west transportation corridor in 

the growing area. The road also was 

designed to serve as a new truck route 

� through trucks will be shifted to 

Lake Pleasant Parkway from other 

streets like Union Hills Drive and 

Beardsley Road after legal notice and 

formal City Council action to amend 

the truck route ordinance.

After months of planning, Peoria 

�nished rolling out its curbside 

recycling program on schedule. All 

houses received a cocoa-colored barrel 

by Nov. 9.

So far, according Beckie Borquez, 

the Solid Waste Division�s recycling 

and special projects coordinator, 

almost all Peoria residents are 

participating in the program -- 

meaning they have a container and 

are using it.

�One Willow District resident e-

mailed me to say she stood in the 

driveway jumping up and down when 

the truck �rst rolled past her home,� 

said Councilmember Joan Evans. 

�Another gentleman said that he was 

not sure about this program, but now 

he thinks it is great. He feels that 

his trash is about equally divided 

between garbage and recyclables.�

In its �rst six weeks, Peoria 

diverted 21 percent of its solid 

waste from the land�ll � nearly 

1,700 tons of material. The fact that 

city residents already have eclipsed 

the goal rate of 15 percent for the 

program�s �rst 12 months impresses 

Solid Waste Manager Jesse Duarte.

�This is just a quick snapshot, but 

clearly we�re doing well for the �rst 

few months,� Duarte said. He hopes 

to see that diversion rate continue 

to increase as residents get used to 

recycling.

Residents have been adept at 

�guring out what refuse should go 

in which bin. Borquez said that, 

according to the City of Phoenix, 

which processes the recyclables Peoria 

collects, �Our contamination level 

is pretty good -- about 10 percent. 

Industry standards are about 17 to 20 

percent.� She said the most common 

mistakes residents make are bagging 

their recyclables and including non-

recyclable plastic products such bikes, 

toys or kiddie pools.

Borquez projects the city will save 

$133,000 in land�ll fees during the 

next �scal year. She also estimates 

that Peoria will bring in $375,000 

from the sale of recyclable materials.

But early success doesn�t mean 

the work is done for employees in the 

Solid Waste Division.

�We are still coordinating 

exchanges from residents that 

wanted 32-gallon barrels because we 

had to order more,� Borquez said. 

�They have arrived. We are in the 

process of calling the residents back 

to coordinate the exchanges. More 

residents than we anticipated wanted 

the 32-gallon barrels, including many 

from the retirement communities.� 

The program offers 32-, 60- and 

90-gallon barrels for home use. She 

said residents who would like to 

exchange their barrels for a different 

size should call 623-773-7431.

Not having enough of the smaller 

barrels was one of only two major 

setbacks during the rollout; the 

other involved a private contractor 

switching the collection information 

in two portions of Ventana Lakes.

Peoria will continue its efforts to 

educate customers about recycling. 

The Solid Waste Division plans to 

teach schoolchildren about recycling, 

have materials at city events, revamp 

its Web site, send out additional 

newsletters and possibly produce an 

educational video.

The city also is in the process of 

contacting multifamily communities, 

where participation is at the 

discretion of property managers. 

According to Borquez, recycling 

already has begun at two mobile-home 

parks in the area of 79th and Peoria 

avenues. �They got 300-gallon barrels, 

and we provided the management 

company with information about 

recycling that it can hand out to 

residents.�

With the curbside program 

launched successfully, the city is 

removing the unsightly communal 

recycling dumpsters from parking lots 

and parks around town.

For more information on 
recycling in Peoria, visit 

www.peoriaaz.gov/recycle 
or call 623-773-7431

James Davia and his family were the �rst to receive a cocoa-brown recycling container. Like 
most Peorians, it didn�t take James long to take advantage of the new curbside service.




